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PREFACE. 


l»  o&enog  a  new  work  to  the  public  on  the  subjact  of  our 
ottval  trimnphs,  and  illoBtntiTe  of  the  liT68  and  eharaoters 
of  the  gallaDt  meo  bj  whom  those  triumphs  have  been 
mdbigfr^Af  it  is  anDeeenarj  to  be  verj  diftue  in  pointin§^  o«it 
its  importance.  The  title  of  the  work  wiU  of  itself  be  sutii- 
eieot  to  inUreBt  the  feeliogs,  and  ezdte  the  curiosity  of  the 
reader.  Yet,  perhaps^  a  few  observations  may  not  be 
thought  inappropriale  by  way  of  introdoction« 

The  utility  of  naval  history  to  the  people  of  this  country 
msy  be  said  to  be  eelf-endenty  since  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  to  uur  maritime  supremacy  we  are  indebted,  nut  ooly 
IbfT  eomioercial  prosperityt  bat  for  our  rery  enstence  as  a 

naiiuu.   It     perhaps  to  their  consciousness  of  this  latter  cir* 

comtlaDce  that  in  the  ^yes  of  Britons  our  marine^  and  those 

who  are  entrusted  with  its  command,  form  at  all  times  the 
mainstay  of  British  power;  and  aceordnigly  it  is  not  merely 
as  a  ^pcure  of  speech,  but  as  a  palpable  trueism,  that  in 
speaking  of  oar  ships  of  war^  we  are  accustomed  to  call 
them  our  ••wooden  walls,"  and  •bulwarks  of  the  deep.** 
Nor  is  there  any  wonder  that  it  should  be  so^  when  we 
reflect  on  what  has  been  accomplished  by  msMra  of  this 
element  of  politicai  power,  as  well  as  of  national  glory. 
Let  a  single  fact  spesk  in  evidence  as  foDows;  it  is 
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worth  a  whole  volume  of  coxninentary.    Until  the  end 

of  the  seventeenth  century,  our  maritime  wars  were 
confined  to  the  fighting  of  a  few  hattles  with  one  or  twofleetsy 
to  the  making  of  a  few  cruises,  a  few  detached  blockades,  or 
some  special  enterprise ;  and  these  generally  comprehended 
the  entire  labours  of  a  campaign.    In  our  last  great  na\  al 
war«  bowereri  of  which  the  nineteenth  century  has  witnessed 
the  commeDcement  and  the  termination,  tlic  bold  and  magnifi- 
cent idea  was  conceived,  and  carried  into  efiect,  of  attacking, 
nearly  at  the  same  moiiient,  the  fleets  of  France,  of  Spain, 
of  Uollandi  of  Denmark,  of  Italy,  and  even  of  America,  and 
the  result  was,  that  single  handed,  we  triumphed  over  them 
aU.    We  not  only  blockaded  the  military  ports  which  could 
give  refuge  to  squadrons  or  flotillas,  but  effectually  barred 
the  entrance  of  our  enemiea'  trading  vessels  to  every  com- 
mercial port  of  any  importance ;  and  thus  a  spectacle  waa 
exhibited  to  the  world,  of  which  till  then  no  maritime  nation 
had  ever  afforded  an  example-^that  of  an  insular  power, 
mode]  ate  io  point  of  extent,  as  well  as  population,  being 
enabled  by  means  of  its  ships  of  war  alone,  to  form  a  con* 
tinued  line  of  observation,  along  all  the  coasts  of  £urope, 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  at  one  and  the  same  time.  In 
i'act,  thu  whulu  continents  of  the  two  worlds  were  simultan- 
eously bedeged,  their  islands  were  successively  captured,  and 
the  commerce  of  nations  was  made  to  flow  in  such  channels 
only  as  the  victors  chose  to  dictate.   But  this  was  not  all. 
After  twenty  years  constant  fighting,  although  we  had  com- 
menced the  struggle  with  a  population  of  only  thirty  mil- 
lions, we  finished  it  by  consolidating  our  political  power,  aod 
extending  our  empire  over  not  less  than  eighty 
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reckooetiy  daring  the  whole  p«riQNi»more  iLmd  145,t<»v 


astoni^lim^  enons,  tJb^»g  i&iracles  of  Qar jj  t^ierpris^,  TaiMor, 
andridlL    Nmr  waclliioatioMlcMgyerApeopfeam 

magmfioenllj  diipUjed — and  the  gr^i^  scale  opcm  wbici 
WM  SO  tmn^iliuillj  encied  into 

owin^  to  ihc  e^^cut.  V  of  our  oarj. 


Tbm «...  u  .  ■  .J  -*w^»» 
BftTal  power  at  once  the  pride,  the  boDour,  aiui  iLe  glorr  of 
BiitxHtt.  It  has  been  the  meam  ot  ifilirfMg  — r  t iiin  tm 
the  moMt  ^ovten  oC  the  globe.  la  ererr  period,  nee  ift 
heeeiBe  e  ^j'yti"^  i^otrio^  it  hea  hfwio  the  chieT  sa£^^vaid  o£ 
tibe  mtiflii  egsiaat  iBrawMi  frm  ehteed  %  swiy  si  the  mhm 
time^  the  protector  of  oar  ooamierciai  iBteresti  both  lyMt  the 
ooeen  tad  m  fiirel^ :.  ports.  It  hae  WMiWed  wm  to  eataWkh 
iai  reUtioMwith  er^  natkui  i&  the  worid,  to  form 
boriabiog  eoionieiy  to  open  «p  wnr  sarta  for 
eomm^Tce,  and  to  increase  our  trade  and  manufactured  to 
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is  perhaps  of  not  less  importance^  it  baa  established  on  sm 
tfii|MMPifhahkt  bsiiay  our  £une  ea  ft  ^mt  nd  9k  free  peopiOj 
eimoent  alike  for  perseTerance  and  skill  iti  the  peaceful 
purwito  of  indoitryt  and  te  gMgimaHj  and  herana  in 
the  art  of  war.  A  distinguished  writer  has  well  rexnarked, 
that  ''theie  ere  the  gknioaa  trophiee  at  suntime  enpirc^ 
and  the  fruits  of  that  donuniun  over  the  M,i^,  wlii^L  was 
chdmea  bj  the  eariieat  pow— ori  of  the  idapd?  hutwhieh. 
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in  liter  times,  has  been  so  completely  established)  by  an 
luuntenmiited  ineeession  of  noble  aeiiiefeniint%  on  what 
isemphtttleallyeyied  enr  natnral  dement,  as  may  be  trnly^ 
said  to  ha?e  left  the  iieeis  of  Biitain  without  aiivai.** 

In  the  following  work,  the  raider  will  find  ample  detafls, 

iUiutrative  of  what  is  statedahove.  Tluase  haTe  been  drawn 
Atm  the  meet  aothentie  soareesy  and  no  pains  haTO  been 
spared  to  reader  it  equally  interesting^  curious,  and  useftil* 
and  at  the  same  tsme^  anthoritatiTe  as  to  Ihots  and  oontro- 
verted  points  in  our  naval  history.  It  is  hoped  that  one  prin- 
cipal objeel  desfared  to  be  obtained  by  the  Awthor,  will  ba 
found  iullj  accomplished— that  of  rendering  the  wori^  a  sub- 
sHtWBe  lor  snoeo  ▼wmDmow  fyinji  ^nM^ffvue  nrosHNOoiHS 
usually  denominated  naval  histories,  and  making  it  trul  v  \%  hat 
meii  n  work  cqgbt  to  be— a  potMU  Itbniry,  adapted  alike 
for  the  cabin  of  a  ship  and  for  the  cLest  of  a  sailor. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

nsTRODrCTORY — THE  BRITONS — THE  R0MAK8 — THE  SAXONS — THE 
DANES — THE  NOEMANS — ALFBED  C(EUR-DE-LION. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  a  contro- 
versy was  maintained  between  men  no  less  celebrated  than 
Grotius  and  Selden,  regarding  what  was  termed  the  sove- 
reignty of  England  over  the  narrow  seas.  During  this 
controversy,  Selden,  the  advocate  of  England,  in  his  work 
stvled  "  Mare  Clausum/*  went  so  far  as  to  assert  that  "  the 
English  have  a  hereditary  uninterrupted  right  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  these  seas,  conveyed  to  them  from  their  earliest 
ancestors,  in  trust  for  their  latest  posterity."  Without 
perplexing  our  readers  with  an  abstract  discussion  of  this 
«[a»tion,  it  is  of  importance  to  bear  in  mind  that  only  by 
power  could  our  ancestors  have  acquired  the  sovereignty  of 
the  seas ;  and  that  only  by  power  can  we  and  our  children 
maintain  it. 

liob  Roy*s  motto  must  be  ours  in  this  matter — 

"  The  good  old  nit 
»«floMb  M :  the  simple  plan« 
That  tbcy  abfrnld  uk«  who  have  the  power, 
And  they  thoald  k*ep  who  can." 

A 


^  'J  •  ■ 
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We  may  rest  well  assured  that  should  furei^  nations 
acquire  a  superiority  over  us  iii  bravery  and  nautical  skill, 
thev  will  littk  if  irard  our  speculative  right  of  sovereignty. 

Kuowleilg*'  i>  ]io\sr!",  and  it  is  upon  the  union  of  know- 
led^e  and  bravery  that  uur  maritiiue  siq.t  riurity  (k|A  ii<ls. 
While,  then,  it  is  trusted  that  science  will  <  iitijiue  to  ilirect 
its  aim  steadily  to  the  inipruvemeDt  of  our  rnt  thods  of  navi- 
gation and  shipbuilding,  and  to  the  manufacture  of  offensive 
and  defensive  weapons  of  war,  be  ours  the  humbler,  but 
not  unimportant  task,  to  keep  before  our  British  youths  tho 
example  of  their  heroic  laihers :  and  while  thousands  of 
YOung  hearts  are  glowing  w  ith  admiration  at  learning  to 
emulate  the  excellent  deeds  of  the  heroes  of  other  days,  our 
country  shall  not  want  defenders,  should  the  sound  of  hostil© 
caxuion  be  again  lioard  upon  our  shores. 

The  long  peace  \\  ith  which  we  hare  happily  been  blessed, 
renders  it  still  the  more  necessary  that  me  histories  of  our 
naval  heroes  should  not  only  be  guarded  against  aoY  dm* 
ger  u  f  falling  into  oblivion,  but  that  a  knowledge  of  them 
should  be  more  and  more  widely  diffused*  Yet,  even  while 
w  e  write,  threats  of  war  are  heard  all  aroand  ns/ 

Our  merchant  vessels  and  deep-sea  steam-ships,  form,  no 
doubt,  a  useful,  nay,  an  indispensable  sehool  for  naTigators. 
But  the  daring  actions  of  a  St.  Vincent,  a  Nelson,  and  a 
Gollingwood,  are  no  longer  passed  from  month  to  liioath 
among  the  eager  crowdP— no  longer  form  the  engrossing 
topic  at  the  sociil  board-^are  no  longer  celebrated  by  the 
peal  of  beUs,  amid  the  glare  of  illuminatiooa.  No!  the 
living  memory  of  these  glorioas  deeds  is  chiefly  confined  to 
the  hoary  veteran,  as  he  uts  by  the  fire  with  the  companions 
of  his  former  victories,  and  with  cheerfnl  garrolity  fights 
all  his  battles  o*er  again/* 

To  the  yonng,  these  tales  can  only  be  matter  of  history ; 
and  we  need  no  ezcnse  for  reprodudnff  that  history  in  a 
varied  form,  convinced  that,  notwithstanding  the  able  works 
before  the  pablic,tbere  is  still  ample  room  for  their  extension. 

It  is  obvions,  at  first,  that  tne  origin  of  the  maritime 
character  of  the  British  is  to  be  attributed  to  their  situation 
as  inhabitants  of  an  island,  snrronnded  by  rugged  shores, 
and  begirt  by  stormy  seas.  The  natural  bent  thus  given, 
acqnbel  strength,  and  was  confirmed  by  subsequent  occur, 
renoee  in  the  history  of  the  country.  It  is  highly  probable, 
indeed,  that  the  first  colonists  of  britain  were  l>old  adven- 
lurmb  who^  fearless  of  the  raging  billows,  risked  themselves 
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sinCi  families  la  li&ii  barks,  in  search  of  freedom  or  of 
fortune. 

It  might  thus  be  expected,  as  we  find  it  to  be  thL'  cik'ie, 
that  the  e&rliest  hUtorical  notices  which  we  find  of  Britain 
have  reference  to  its  ships;  although  we  must  admit  that  it.s 
early  hiftorT»  like  that  of  all  other  nations,  with  one  cxccp- 
tioQy  IB  iiiTOlTed  in  libaeuritTy  and  deformed  by  fable.  Thus 
ODe  of  the  eMrlie«l  of  BritiflA  writers,  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth, 
giret  s  tomewhil  drenmitantiri  acooant  of  the  first  settle- 
meat  of  this  island  hj  Brito^  who  is  supposed  to  have 
menved  with  a  fleet  from  the  North  of  Earope  That 
Oeoifrsj*s  eoeoont  ie  in  manj  rapeets  ^bnloiis,  there  can 
henodonht;  but  that  it  is  not  altogether  so»th«re  is  evidenoe 
eoffipimt  to  lead  as  to  eoodode.  There  are  records  of  a 
trade  having  existed  between  the  Pheoiciansand  the  British 
nt  nTery  early  period;  and  we  find  that  at  the  time  of  the 
inTaaioD  of  Britain  by  Joltna  Qmmr,  the  isbknd  was  popa- 
ioas  and  warliln,  possessimr  a  nonieroas  and  po werfbl  fleet. 

Ottsar's  history  is  probably  the  flret  aoooont  approadnng 
to  aathenticity,  whiflk  we  have  of  this  island ;  and  if  we 
make  aUowanoe  for  the  prejad&ses  he  may  be  supposed  to 
entertain  for  a  people  whom  he  regarded  as  barbuoos,  and 
who  had  all  but  baffled  Ms  yet  resistless  armies  we  may  pboe 
eonsiderable  ooofidence  in  his  narration. 

When  Caear  invaded  Brttun^  he  was  not^  indeed*  opposed 
open  the  sea.  The  British  had  Bent  theirfleet  to^e  assist' 
anee  of  the  Veneti,  a  people  of  Gaul,  then  at  war  with  tlie 
Bomans.  In  the  defeat  of  the  Veneti,  the  Britisb  flert  wae 
destroyed,  and  it  was  to  punish  the  Brtton%  for  hating  aided 
hie  enemies,  which  formed  the  pretenoe  for-lhe  invasion.  It 
seems  soiBeiently  app^ent,  howerevt  that  tiiere  had  existed 
previooflly  a  superiority  on  the  seas  on  the  part  of  the 
islanders,  which  (J:esar  w^as  bent  on  extipgnilhing.  In  the 
Tain  boast  that  he  had  done  so  for  ever,  he,  on  his  return 
home^  consecrated  to  Venus,  as  Cknldcss  of  the  Sea,  a  mill* 
tary  ornament,  embroidered  with  British  pearl,  intimating 
by  this  that  Ottsar  arrogated  to  himaelf  the  sovere^nty 
the  sea  as  oonqnered  from  the  Britons.  Hence  **  Vincnla 
dare  Oceano,**  to  snve  hws  to  the  ocean,  and  Britannoe 
SQtnngarc^**  ^  subaue  the  Britons,  became  convertible  term  <? 
with  sabeeqoeiit  author-,  who  all  endeavour  to  place  CosarV 
British  expedttioQ  in  this  light  as  by  far  tl^  most  glorious  one. 

At  a  later  period  of  the  Roman  empire,  we  find  Carati. 
aosp  who  had  besn  appointed  adn^na  id  the  fleet  in  the 
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British  seas,  dedaring  binttelf  bdependtat  bj  its  wmxkBf 
and  that  of  a  portion  of  the  army,  ana  aasnming  the  hnperial 
purple  in  oppoflilion  to  the  emperor  Maximian.  He  alao 
held  the  Qallietown  GeHOTiaoimii  now  Boolognei  in  FraiMet 
and  the  adjacent  eoaat,  whiob  have  been  rcpeatedlj  in  the 
power  of  England  In  more  modem  timee.  From  fhmm 
places  he  lo  haraeecd  Gaalt  Ital^,  and  Spain,  by  hia  fleetat 
that  Mtwf"**^!  however  nnwilhn^lji  at  length,  as  a  com* 
dition  of  peaoe^  aaiaiowledgcd  hm  emperor  in  Britain. 
Havioff  repeUed  the  hostile  hicnnions  of  the  Soots  and 
Plots  mto  the  southern  parts  of  the  island,  he  made  peace 
with  these  nations^  and  tamed  his  attention  to  the  d<«enoe 
of  his  dominions  firom  a  renewed  attadc»  threatened  by  the 
Boman  emperors.  To  this  end  he  took  eare,  hj  every  poa- 
slble  means,  to  mcrease  his  fleet,  and  oondooed  a  treaty 
with  the  Franks  and  other  nations,  who  were  seated  on  the 
Thradan  Bo^honis,  and  who  were  beeome  (kmoas  for  their 
power  by  s^.  By  this  treaty,  ft  was  stipulated  that  thsee 
nations  shonld  send  a  strong  fleet  into  tne  Mediterranean, 
which,  passing  through  the  fitraita  of  Gibraltar,  should 
join  his  navy  in  the  British  seas,  and  aot  in  oonjunotion  with 
the  fleet  of  Oaransius  au  aiust  the  Bomans.  This  certainly 
is  a  transaolion  worthy  of  being  recorded  in  our  naval  his- 
tory, as  a  proof  of  the  spirit  of  oor  ancestors  in  contesting 
the  sovermgnty  of  the  sea  with  so  fonnidable  an  opponent, 
lie  was  not,  however,  socoessfol.  While  the  emperor 
Maximian  raised  a  nmnerons  army,  hb  o  illrague  Constantins 
fitted  out  a  fleet  of  a  thousand  sail.  While  this  was  doing, 
Constantins  besieged  Carausius,  in  Boulogne,  wb  >.  bavlng 
the  sea  open,  defended  himself  without  much  difhculty, 
CTincti^  to  his  enemies,  that  while  he  held  this  advantn^ 
their  ueg^  would  be  to  little  purpose;  but  Con stan tins 
having  found  a  w^  to  block  up  the  port  by  a  work  of  a 
new  contHfance,  Carausius,  wiui  a  few  gallant  followers, 
broke  through  the  Roman  camp  during  the  night,  and, 
embarking  in  a  small  vessel,  eroned  over  to  Britain,  where 
he  had  a  f^trong  fleet  and  a  powerful  army.  '  He  quickly 
repcntcnl  of  this  step,  on  hearing  that  the  sea  had  destroyed 
the  works  of  the  Romans,  and  lefl  the  port  open.  Oon- 
stantius  Tiosv  assembled  his  fleet,  sailed  through  the  Straits, 
met  an<l  completely  <lefeate<i  the  Franks,  before  CaratiJ^iiH 
couKl  join  hi^  confo^U  rate*.  Carausius  promptly  prepared 
for  tlie  df^A  noe  of  Britain,  wlien  ho  was  assaisinated  by  one 
of  his  oSaem^  Aleotui,  a^  a  reign  of  seven  years. 
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Alectus  assumed  the  vacant  sceptre,  and  aithoogh  stained 
"with  tLc  guiit  ul  iiuinii  r,  ap|)fars  to  have  been  a  brave  and 
skilful  sailor.  He  kept  his  dr»minions  and  his  forces,  and 
was  for  some  time  superior  in  power  at  sea,  sendini^  out  his 
8C|uadroD8  to  annoy  the  adjacent  coasts  of  Gaul,  and  to 
interrapt  the  trade  of  all  the  Homan  provinces.  Constan- 
tins  having  re-assembled  his  fleet,  sailed  from  the  coast  of 
Gaol  towards  thai  of  Britain.  Alectns,  with  a  navy  no 
vaj  inferior  to  hii^  Uj  then  at  the  Isle  of  Wi^ht,  whence, 
«n  the  iint  InteUigeooe  of  the  departure  of  the  ttoman  fleet, 
be  stood  to  ieB»  in  order  to  intensq>t  it ;  bttt  it  lo  huppened 
tiiat  CoDstaiitiiispMMd  him  daring  a  fog,  ind  lioded  safdy 
iD  Bfitain.  Notooiier  hadhelandedfthiiiil^ 
thel  the  Britieh  fleet  would  inlUfiblj  beet  him  at  m  fUr  8e» 
fl^ht,  he  cemed  hit  ships  to  be  set  on  ftre,  thst  hu  soldiers 
mi^^  hftre  no  lio|ie  of  escaping,  hot  bj  betting  their 
enemiee.  Aleotos  haeleoed  to  retoni;  btit  finding  thst  the 
fMoHeeriefi  of  his  trsseherr  to  CareaiMhM  had  sHfitiStfii 
from  luB  the  minds  of  Ins  snbjeeti^  lie  fishly,  and  at  a  dis. 
adrantage,  engaged  the  enesBy,  and  pernhed  on  the  field  of 

One  of  his  genaralsy  nsoMd  Chdhn,  was  drowned  in  a 
fittle  brookt  near  Iioiidon»  hence  named  by  the  Saxons 
WalbioolL 

It  is  interesting  to  recall  these  andent  abhierenients  in 


wartee,  and  to  comMre  them  with  reeent  events, 
on  the  same  scenes^  the  flotilla  at  Boulogne,  the  battle  of 
St*  Vtnosnt's,  the  escape  of  Beoaparle's  fleet  from  Nelson 
am  the  caqpediiion  to  Egypt. 

Conatantine  the  Qfoat  was  an  Englahman  by  birth,  and 

together  with  his  eouitable  and  pradent 
Tsmment,  seems  to  have  reconsilea  the  British  to  the 
>  in  an  doaaimoa.  He  paid  m  tioh  attention  to  naval  aflUrs ; 
aiMi  varions  seapwls  vn^vQ  fortified  nnder  his  orders,  some 
of  which  remain  to  this  day.  Among  them  were  Othmu^ 
aofpossd  lo  he  Hastings;  Dubri$f  certainly  now  Dover; 
Lmmmiff  now  Hythe,  G^ariannonum,  Yarmouth.  Con* 
staotlae  was  bom  at  Yorii  in  the  year  272,  and  died  in  387. 
He  was  the  first  emperor  who  professed  Christianity ;  was 
the  foander  of  Oonstantiaople,  now  the  capital  of  Torkey ; 
aiul,  what  bean  mors  npon  our  present  snbjeoty  was  one  of 
the  earliest  nossoters  of  the  maritinie  power  of  Great 
jinisBn* 
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It  may  be  worth  while  to  caution  the  reader  against  sup- 
posing that  the  ships  in  use  at  the  times  we  have  referred  to 
were  at  all  equal,  in  point  either  of  size  or  construction,  to 
modem  ships  of  war.  Many  of  them  were  propelled  prin- 
cipally by  means  of  oars,  and  were  called  galleys.  The 
following  engraving,  and  that  at  the  end  of  this  chapter, 
may  afford  to  the  curious  some  idea  of  the  appearance  of 
two  varieties  of  these  galleys. 


Andent  Gtllej* 


For  a  considerable  period  little  occurred  worthy  of  notice, 
connected  with  our  present  subject.  The  disorders  which 
occurred  in  Britain,  consequent  upon  the  decline  of  the 
Roman  empire,  and  which  ended  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Saxon  race,  and  the  retirement  of  the  ancient  Britons  into 
Wales,  were  unfavourable  to  the  development  of  any  exten- 
sive and  constant  system  of  naval  warfare. 

The  Saxons,  however,  took  up  the  spirit  of  their  prede- 
cessors ;  and  we  have  numerous  instances  recorded  of  their 
having  been  the  terror  of  their  enemies  by  sea.  During  the 
repeated  invasions  of  England  by  the  Danes,  various  and 
bloody  battles  took  place  between  the  hostile  fleets. 

Alfred  the  Great,  the  most  illustrious  of  our  Anglo-Saxon 
kings,  is  believed  to  have  been  born  at  Wantage,  in  Berk- 
shire, in  the  year  849.  When  yet  a  boy,  he  seems  to  have 
been  sent  by  his  father,  king  Ethelwolf,  on  a  mission  to 
Rome,  where  he  so  ingratiated  himself,  that  on  an  erroneous 
report  of  the  death  of  his  father,  the  Pope  annointed  him 
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kinsr,  although  the  youngest  son.  At  this  comparatively 
pcilishcil  court,  young'  Alfred  imbibed  that  taste  for  civilised 
^M^'ieiy  \\hich  aUerwards  so  much  characterised  hurt.  His 
early  education  was  neglecte<l  ;  but  the  enrr-  (  f  a  good 
Tr!*^>ther  were  J-ufficient  to  sow  the  seeds  of  lutui<-  improve- 
ment. He  was  tir>t  excited  to  learn  to  rea«l,  by  hearing  the 
recital  of  Saxon  poems  ;  and  having  inri'^tfrf^'d  hi^  nntive 
tongue,  he  prnreofled  to  thf»  *^tudy  of  Latin,  an-l  became 
entin  ly  devoted  to  retirciH'  nt  and  literature,  until  at  the  age 
of  tuenty-two,  the  death  of  his  brother«,  and  the  attacks  of 
the  Daiies,  called  him  to  be  at  the  same  time  the  delender 
and  ruler  of  his  countrymen.  Alfred  paid  particular  att»^n- 
tion  to  the  improvement  of  his  navy,  and  was  generally 
victorious  at  ?«ea.  He  has  a  claim,  then,  to  stand  first,  in 
time,  ainonsj^  our  naval  heroes,  and  thus  a  brief  aooount  of 
his  liie  is  not  out  of  place  here. 

lli?  father  died  when  he  was  only  ten  years  old,  and  was 
sticcte<l(d  by  his  elder  sons  in  suoce«i*iion.  At  this  time 
the  condition  of  England  was  im-  t  calamitou>,  having  been 
in  a  ^^reat  measure  laid  waste  by  the  Dane««,  who  had  estab- 
lished themselves  in  several  of  the  central  districts.  •*  Alfred 
himself,"  says  one  of  his  biographers,  "  had  no  great  cause 
to  be  8atisfie<l  with  the  generosity,  or  even  justice,  of  his 
brother^  tuv\a.riis  iiim  ;  but  philosophy  had  rendered  him 
contented  with  a  small  maintenance,  m  litu  of  a  large  patri- 
mony which  his  father  beciutathed  him."  On  the  summons 
of  his  brother,  however,  he  quitted  his  beloved  studies,  and 
took  up  arms  against  tliu  invaders;  and  on  the  <ltath  of 
Ethelred,  he  ascrndt»d  the  throiu ,  at  the  age  of  twunty-two. 
It  would  be  unsuitable  to  the  nature  of  this  work  to  trace 
minutely  all  the  public  events  of  this  busy  and  very  important 
reign,  we  shall,  thereff»i  l-,  confine  ourselves  chiefly  to  those 
which  are  connected  with  the  character  of  the  moDarch  ai 
an  improver  of  the  navy. 

When  the  reins  of  government  fell  into  his  hands,  he 
found  the  country  destroyed,  all  the  cities  and  great  towns 
demoliihed,  and  the  people  worn  out  by  continual  fatigue, 
having  been  someHmes  compiled  to  fight  nine  or  ten  battles 
b  a  year.  In  short,  their  wealth,  their  strength,  their 
ipirits  wm  exhausted ;  and,  instead  of  attempting  to  defend 
mnsflliresy  as  they  were  wont,  they  began  erery  where  to 
rahmit  to  the  Danes,  and  to  embraoe  rather  a  settled  slavery 
than  ft  precarions  freedom^  in  a  conntry  now  become  a 
dsssrt^  and  where  it  was  a  diAcolt  matter  to  find  subsistencei 
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even  when  for  a  small  time  released  from  the  fear  of  enemies. 
The  king,  though  in  thih  low  condition,  did  not  despair  of 
the  public  .safety,  but  with  f^jual  vigour  and  prudence 
applied  hiiiisclf  at  once  to  the  ma.iiaL'^oment  of  the  war,  and 
to  the  conduct  of  public  affairs;  ho  tli;U,  in  a  ^hort  time, 
encomu^^e<l  by  his  example,  the  Saxuns  began  to  resume 
their  spirits,  and  in  many  battles  defeated  the  Danes,  com- 
pelling Llium,  as  often  as  it  \v:is  in  their  power,  to  quit  the 
country  ;  and,  when  they  found  this  impracticable,  permit- 
ting them  to  live  amongst  them  upon  reasonable  couditious, 
and  in  a  regular  way. 

There  were  two  maxims  which  the  king  steadilj  pursued, 
by  which  he  extricated  himself  from  his  troobles.  The  first 
was,  fighting  the  enemvy  if  possible»  at  sea;  by  the  steady 
pursuit  of  wmoh  metfaoa  he  had  ooDstaatly  a  fle^  and  coiu 
sider&ble  numbers  of  ezperieoced  sailors.  But,  as  it  was 
impoiiiUe  to  guud  all  tm  ooiftt  of  his  domii^OBiy  and,  aa 
the  enemiea*  wjuadrona  were  fluently  superkNr  to  hia  owDt 
he  wai  aometunes  obliged  to  ^ht  oo  abore;  aiid»  in  thie 
€■•01  he  likewise  used  all  imaamabk  ei{NMUtioi»,  thai  the 
enemj  night  not  have  time^  either  to  gain  iDtdUgeoee^  or  to 

erefireshmeiit.  His  other  maxim  waa^  to  have  always  in 
oonrt  the  ablest  men*  not  only  in  the  soienoeSy  bat  also 
In  the  arts,  and  to  oon? erae  with  them  frequently  and  faal« 
liarly.  By  this  means  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  many 
thbugsy  byaoomoariaoDof  infonnatknit  of  which  arisitfaoaa 
horn  whom  he  learned  them  were  ignorant;  and  by  hia 
anperior  judgment,  so  adapted  the  intellkenoe  he  receiraily 
aa  to  reader  hia  small  force  auoociafnlfbotti  at  aea  and  landy 
against  hia  nnmerous  enemies. 

In  maritime  affaire  ha  was  pArticolarly  sUtfldi  and, aa 
we  have  anthentio  memoirs  of  hia  rd^,  one  cannot  bnt  ha 
amaaed  at  the  sagacity  he  diaoovered  m  providing  a  kind  o# 
ships  of  a  new  construction,  devised  by  himself,  which  gava 
hta  infinite  advantages  over  people  cootinnaUy  praotimi  in 
naval  armaments,  and  whose  experience^  therefore^  oo^  to 
hniva  rendered  them  his  superiors  in  navigation.  Hm  con* 
asdared  with  himself,  that  as  the  fleets  of  these  invaders  were 
frequently  bmlt  in  a  hurrj,  hastily  drawn  together,  meanly 
provided,  in  respect  to  victuals  and  nffgingj  and  orowded 
with  Bsen,  a  few  ahlps  of  a  larger  size»  built  in  a  new 
VMnnar,  of  well  lessoned  matenala^  thorong^y  supplied 
with  ammnnition  and  proviaioo,  anid  manned  liy  expert 
^^scamsBt  rnnat  at  flrit  sigM  sorpriit^  and,  in  tha  cottiaa  of  ail 
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ens'ag'ement,  destroy  numbers,  withuul  any  great  hazard  :<j 
themselves.  In  pursuance  of  this  project,  he  caused  a 
certain  number  of  ships  to  be  built,  capable  of  holding  each 
sixty  rowers,  and,  as  in  that,  double  in  all  other  respects  to 
the  largest  ships  theu  in  use.  These  he  sent  to  sea,  with  an 
express  command,  neither  to  receive  nor  give  quarter,  but 
to  put  to  death  aU  who  fell  into  their  power :  instructions, 
perfectlj  suited  to  the  design  on  which  these  ships  were 
fitted  out,  mod  to  the  droumstanoeft  the  king's  affiurs  then 
were  m. 

It  appears,  froia  good  anthorityt  tbat  IheM  ahipe  wm 
galleyi,  ainoe  in  tlM  MeditemiieiD  these  reeMla  are  Mm* 
beeme  Ihej  are  eoDTeaieBlt  for  the  Btine  rmon 
whii^  iodined  Idoff  Alfrad  to  make  uaeof  tfaeoitthe  ilwsiliij 
of  miming  with  then  doeo  wider  ihor%  or  vp  into  cnAK 
Thai  they  might  be  longer,  bifffaeri  and  yet  awiftar  than  tho 
Teaicli  in  common  nwb,  in  a  dnplicate  proportwa,  which  ia 
Iho  tme  tenae  of  what  aodent  writm  my  of  tliem»  mi^  he 
eaailj  coooeiTed ;  and  thenoe  their  great  ntilitj  aroao.  In 
point  of  nnmben»  the  long  had  no  hope  of  eaoaUing  hia 
onemies;  hott  by  thia  eontrivaaoe^  he  removea  that  diflU 
coltTt  which  seemed  otherwiaeinanperable.  Withaaqoadron 
of  tfaeae  ah^a^he  waa  notalraidof  attaeldog  twice  or  thrice 
the  aame  nomber  of  the  enemT|  beoanae  the  Ibrca  of  hi» 
ahqpa  rendered  thoae  on  board  them  able  to  contend  against 
aa  mmj  as  they  oonld  grapple  with  $  and*  in  caae  of  the 
eoemy  6  having  either  the  weather-gage^or  aome  other  acci* 
dental  adrantage^  their  awiftaeaa  enabfed  them  to  bear  awaj» 
and  gain  the  porta,  which  were  all  hia  own.  Their  inatmo^ 
tioDS  were  not  deemed  cmd,  beoanae^  whaterer  their  enemiea 
migfat  think  of  themaelTcay  they  were  eat^m^  by  tho  ^ 
8agODa»  and  with  reaaon,  enemiea  to  manldod,  inoapi£le,aa 
eiperience  had  conTinced  them,  of  kee(ui»  faUh,  and  there- 
fim  nnworthj  of  mercy*  On  the  other  band»  tide  aeveriW 
was  oeoeaaary,  for  two  reasons :  firatf  in  reqieot  to  aeliL 
defence  tbeae  abips,  though  largo  in  con^ariaon  of  other 
Tcaaolaj  were^  however,  not  large  enough  to  contain  priaoners 
with  anj  aafety ;  for  we  cannot  apprehend  that  they  carriedf 
aaccfaiaiTe  of  rowers,  above  a  hundred  and  twenty  men,  if  so 
many.  Secondly,  it  waa  pmdent,  for  the  aake  of  example, 
in  order  to  strike  a  terror  into  these  rovers,  that  they  might 
be  thereby  hindered  from  inleati]^  thia  ialaud,  and  inclined 
rather  to  proaeento  their  designs  on  some  other  coast.  Add 
to  thifl^  tbeae  gaOeya  were  built  after  quite  anokher  model 
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than  Danish  ships  ;  so  that  they  were  wholly  strange  to  the 
enemy,  who,  for  a  long  time,  knew  ntit  how  to  board  theui, 
though  their  courage  might  be  great ,  and  themselves^  for 
the  age  in  which  they  lived,  able  seamen. 

The  same  year  that  a  few  of  these  ships  were  first  built, 
six  pirates,  of  an  unusual  size,  infested  the  Isle  of  Wig-ht, 
and  the  coasts  of  Devonshire.  The  king  iiiinu diately 
ordered  nine  of  his  new  vessels  in  quest  of  them,  witn 
instructions  to  get,  if  possible,  between  them  and  the  shore. 
Three  of  the  pirates,  as  soon  as  they  perceived  them,  ran 
aground,  but  the  other  three  stood  out  to  sea,  and  boldly 
engaged  the  king's  ships.  Of  these,  two  were  taken,  and 
all  the  men  killed ;  the  third,  indeed,  escaped,  but  with  five 
men  only.  They  then  attacked  the  ships  which  ran  i^^round, 
and  killed  a  great  number  of  men.  At  length  the  tide  took 
them  off,  but  in  so  battered  and  leaky  a  condition,  that  it 
was  with  much  ditHcuIty  they  reached  the  coa.st  of  the  South 
Saxons,  where,  again  running  on  shore  two  of  their  vessels, 
the  men  endeavoured  to  escape,  but  were  taken,  and  carried 
to  Winchester,  and  there,  by  order  of  the  king,  were  hanged. 
The  third  veabel,  thfui-ii  tlu"  men  in  lier  were  grievously 
wounded,  escaped  ;  aiul,  in  this  single  year,  not  fewer  than 
twenty  ships,  with  all  the  men  on  board  them,  were  destroyed 
on  the  south  coast  only,  which  sufficiently  demonstrates  what 
mighty  advantages  were  derived  from  this  happy  inventioa 
of  the  king. 

Though  the  care  of  his  own  fleet  was  very  commendable 
in  Alfred,  yet  the  concern  which  he  showed  for  the  improve- 
ment of  navigation,  the  extending  the  commerGe  of  hiB  mh* 
jects,  and  the  discovering  and  describing  diBtant  ooontrieSa 
deserves  still  higher  praise,  because  the  first  nught  be^  in 
some  measure,  ascribed  to  necessity,  and  ended  only  in  the 
good  of  his  own  kingdom ;  wherees  the  Utter  was  inoon* 
testibly  the  fruit  of  an  heroie  geniQ8»  and  might  have  been 
of  use  to  all  the  nations  of  Surope.  It  was  in  order  to 
farther  these  views,  thai  be  kept  oonstantly  in  bis  eonrt,  at 
a  Tery  great  expense,  tbe  most  eminent  men»  for  wortb  and 
knowledge,  of  yanous  nations,  besides  tbe  inbabitants  of  tbe 
Britisb  ides;  from  wbom  be  learned  wbatever  was  known 
in  ibose  dajs»  wbicb  was  more  tlian  tbe  modems  imagine. 
Two  instanees  bare  been  transmittedi  witb  antbentic  ciroum« 
staneesi  from  bis  time  to  ours.  Tbe  first  was,  bis  sending 
certain  persons  to  discover  tbe  utmost  extent  of  tbe  Arctic 
regions,  and  tbe  possibility  of  a  passage  on  tbat  side  to  tbe 
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Tiorfh-east.  The  oUkt  was,  his  correspondence  with  the 
Indies.  Facts,  so  extraordinary  in  ihemselres,  of  such  high 
importance*,  in  respect  to  the  siibioot  of  which  this  "work 
tr«it#,  and  hitherto  left  in  sueli  i  obscurity  by  tho^e  who  ou^ht 
to  have  given  us  a  better  account  of  them,  that  dwelhng 
upon  them  will  be  considered  rather  :i  ju<t  tribute  to 
Alfred's  memory,  and  to  the  honour  of  thi^i  uiUioD^  ihau  ^ 
an  unnecessary  digression. 

Sir  John  8pelman  tells  us,  tli.it  he  had  been  inrurmed 
there  was  in  the  Cotton  library  n  memorial  of  a  voyage  of 
one  Octher,  a  Dane,  performeil,  by  this  king's  orders,  for 
tiie  discovery  of  a  north-east  passage.  There  is,  however, 
ft  much  more  perfect  copy  of  this  relation  inserted  in  the 
SftxoD  Tersion  of  Orosius,  made  hy  king  Alfred  himself, 
whetehj  it  appears  that  Ohther,  for  so  he  b  called  in  this 
mtheotie  mmmcript,  was  a  natiTe  of  Heliogoland,  a  man 
of  sreat  snbstftnce^  of  more  than  ordinary  skill  in  nav^atkniff 
ftDd  perleeilT  acggftinted  with  the  oommeroe  of  the  nortli. 
He  MEiTejea  the  eoastt  of  Norway  Mid  Lqpknd,  hy  tlio 
direciion  of  king  Alfred^  ftod  prosented  Unii  not  ool^  with 
ft  deer  description  of  those  eoontcleft  and  their  inhftbitiDts, 
hoi  also  brought  him  some  of  the  horse-whale*s  teeth,  whieh 
wsre  tlieii  estSfsmed  more  Taloftble  thio  ivory,  and  gare  Um 
ft  good  ftooonnt  of  the  whale  fishing.  ThbprobftbiyeDOOiir* 
aged  the  king  to  send  Wnlistfto,  ea  Englisfamfto,  to  Tiew 
these  DorthsmooQiitries,  of  whiflh  he  also  gare  him  ft  rdbb* 
tion.  Both  these  narratiTes  are  writteo  with  snohacoaracj 
in  point  of  geogrsphy,  so  mnch  plainness  and  probability  in 
ra^Mct  to  fSetayaad  are  intemuxed  with  sneh  lost  and  pm^ 
dent  obsenrations,  that  wlioe?er  shall  td»  the  troable  of 
eomparing  them  with  what  the  ISunoos  Olans  Bfagnnsiareh* 
bishop  of  Upsal,  wrote^  many  himdred  years  afterwards,  of 
the  same  oonntries,  will  readily  eonfless,  that  the  age  of 
Alfred  was  an  «ge  of  good  sense,  and  far  superior  in  Imow* 
ledge  to  some  of  those  which  snoceeded  it,  there  being 
notning  of  fable  or  improbability  in  what  Ohther  or  Wnlfttaa 
deliver,  bnt  all  eiaetiy  oonfbnnable  to  what  the  diaoorsflea 
of  the  last  and  present  age  hare  taught  ns. 

As  to  the  Indian  roya^e,  it  was  oecasioned  chiefly  by  the 
king's  charity,  who^  heanng  of  the  distress  of  the  Cnriraana 
of  ot.  Thomas,  resolved  to  send  them  relief.  The  person 
he  made  choice  of  was  one  8nithefan,  called  in  Latin  l^g^ 
amy,  a  priest,  who  honestly  executed  his  commission,  and 
was  so  fortnnato  as  to  retnm  baok^  bringing  with  him  an 
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immenBe  treMimof  Indian  goods,  and  among  them  moftoos 
stooMy  perfnmea»  and  other  ourioaitiesi  of  which  tbe  Un^ 
made  presents  to  foreign  princes.  As  the  reward  of  so 
aoo^tableaservioey  Sigdmns  was  made  bishop  of  Sherban  i 
and  William  of  Malmesbury,  in  his  pontilieal  iustorj,  gi^ea 
lis  a  distinct  account  of  this  voyage,  and  tells  ns,  it  not  onlj 
stnick  with  wonder  snob  as  lived  in  tbe  time  when  it  wna 
performed,  but  was  considered  with  admiration  even  in  the 
age  in  which  be  livedi  adding  that  Sigelmns  had  left  to  his 
church  several  of  these  Indiui  curiosities,  as  unquestionable 
evidences  of  so  extraordinary  a  thing.  These  Christiam 
of  St.  Thomas  inhabited  the  peninsula  of  India,  and  the 
commodities,  whioh  Sigelmus  is  said  to  have  bronghi  htokp 
are  predselj  those  of  their  country.  Spelman  observes 
farther,  that  the  value  and  use  of  these  curiosities  being  little 
known  hero,  the  king  sought  out  for  artists  of  all  sorts,  par* 
tioularly  goldsmiths  and  jewellers,  for  the  woildng  of  them, 
and  such  were  the  defects  of  those  times,  and  so  excellent 
was  the  faculty  of  the  king  in  every  thing  he  turned  bin 
band  unto,  as  that  even  in  those  works  also,  the  arti£cem 
themselves,  and  their  arts,  received  improvement  from  bia 
invention  and  direction,  while  they  followed  his  genius,  and 
manufactured  what  he  designed  for  them .  And,  as  if  tfaare 
was  something  peculiar  in  the  fortune  of  this  prince,  we 
have  still  remaining  a  proof  of  what  is  here  advanced ;  I 
mean  a  jewel  richly  wrought,  dug  up  in  the  island  of  Athel- 
ney,  which  was  the  king*s  retreat,  when  he  fled  from  the 
Danes  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  and  where  he  after- 
wards founded  a  monastery.  This  curious  relic  is  yet  pre- 
served in  the  Ashmolean  eollection  of  curiosities,  and,  besides 
its  excellent  workmanship,  has  a  Saxon  inscription,  to  this  pur- 
pose :  .f:LFR£Dos  M£  JUssiT  FABaicAEi  i  »•«.  .J^rod diTOoted 
me  to  be  made. 

Great  and  beneficial  as  the  warlike  exploits  of  Alfred 
were,  they  were  not  the  only  services  whicii  he  rendered  his 
country.  As  a  le^Mslator,  a  refnrmer  of  manners,  and  a 
promoter  of  learnin^^  and  the  i\n>,  liis  exertiouij,  in  «nch  an 
a^TPi  were  still  more  extraordin.ii  v.  He  effected  a  eoinjilcte 
(  h  ui^t  iti  th'^  institutions  of  his  country,  which,  though  good 
in  their  principle^,  had  sunk  into  a  state  of  liarbarism.  He 
framed  a  complete  body  of  laws,  whicli  .Spelman  supposes 
to  have  been  the  foundation  of  tho  common  law  of  the  land. 
The  institution  of  trial  by  jurv,  lliat  palladium  of  English 
libertji  is  attributed  to  his  wisdom  and  his  justioe.  The 
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divi^ioii  of  the  kingiiom  into  «hire-s,  hundred?,  ari^^  tithing, 
for  the  purpose*  of  iudicature  and  police.  i>  attribntt-i  to 
him :  and  he  cau«e<i  a  f^^hCTal  mrvcT  of  the-  kini:d<^m  to  1^ 
taken,  cailcti  the  "  Bo<.»k  of  Wirjche^tpr."  of  which  tho 
lK»me>^lay-hK>ok  is  only  a  new  edition.     He  wa^  a  rigomus 
ref<>rm£r  <jf  judicial  administrauon ;  for,  it  i-  rc-corded,  that 
Ilk  one  year  he  intiieted  cmpH&l  piiii!«hment  on  forty-four 
jodg^  /or  iniquitous  practice?  m  the  ex«:<':iti')n  of  tb^ir 
office.    Alfrei  i>  ct>n?MtTLd  aI*o  a^  a  founder  of  th*»  political 
cori-Titu::>     c:  England,  at  }emt  of  that  part  of  it  ^^hich 
ordains  the  re<riilar  eonvc^cation  r.f  the  states.    Hi?  crt-at 
council  con^btetl  of  hisbops,  earls,  the  kiD^*>  aldermert.  and 
Li^  chief  thanes  or  barons.   These  were  called,  by  an  expre^ 
law,  to  London,  twice  a-year,  for  the  purpo^  of  well  eovem- 
iiig  the  realm,  and  tins  constituted  an  imago  of  later  parlia- 
ments.    The  coeimragement  of  learning,  and  his  own 
proficieDCT  in  it,  were  Twrj  extraordinary  features  in  Alfred's 
character.    He  Idmelf  wa%  j^rohMj^  the  most  learned 
person  of  Ini  loDgdcia^  aiid  he  etiMb  at  the  hettd  of  the  fist 
of  royal  Indian*   In  prirate  life,  he  wit  one  of  the  nort 
of  SMO.   ^Bi  penon  oomipoiNled  wHh  his  venttl 
;  for,  tboogn  thehiHdhips  wUdi  he  hid  eodored 
Ikble  to  greet  wUrmitiee,  he  hed  hf  mlim  a 
hsBdHMM  sod  TigofWB  Ibiin,  and  ft  dignified  end  eDgaginff 
alpeet   After  ft  glerioiis  rtiga  ^  twenty ^ght  yean  and 
»lalf,  he  dMd»  in  901,  in  die  Tig«Nir  of  hie  fiwottiei,  hcng 
onlv  io  hii  filly-llnrd  jeer. 

ilie  ipirit  of  AHred  tanriTed  in  more  than  one  of  liie 
dtectndinti.  Edgar,  hb  great  grindwint  apf^ied  hinedf, 
ftotn  the  ooBmenoBBMBt  of  hit  reign,  to  die  iitprBeripg  of 
his  Mfitinie  lera^  and  ww  proud  of  having  acquired  the 
tide  of  Prokeetor  of  Coauneree.  His  fleet »  deeerihed  aa 
hiang  not  only  hr  simrior  to  dieee  of  any  of  Ids  predeees- 
sorst  b*t  ofen  as  modi  more  powerful  than  thoee  of  all  the 

together.  Histliipe 


 ,      ^    itly,  not  fewer  m  number  than  four  th 

Thcee  he  moadj  had  divided  into  three  distinct  fleets,  sla- 
tianed  eadi  on  a  different  coast  of  the  kingdom,  whieh  tli^ 
T%ilan%  goarded ;  and  he  hinie^»  in  order  to  keep  np  the 
&cifdiao  and  aethrity  of  Ins  saatnepj  as  well  as  to  inspect 
hsisea-pottBytook  a  voyageannnallyreipkltheisland^eeeerted 
by  one  or  odier  of  tftieee  fleets. 
'  The  Siaon  face  liaving  degenerated,  through  misgovern^ 
and  the  oonntiy  bepig  torn  by  doascstic  broils,  the 
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Danes  were  permitted  to  acquire  an  ascendant  on  the  ocean. 
No  sooner  did  Sweyn,  king  of  Denmark,  hnd  himself 
puporior  at  scii,  than  lie  set  up  a  title  to  the  kingdom,  which 
the  Saxons  were  no  longer  able  to  resist.  This  is  one,  and 
an  early  proof,  that  this  island  is  no  longer  safe,  than  while 
it  is  the  first  maritime  power  ;  whence  tho  ii]iportunce  of  uur 
navy  is  too  manifest  to  he  denied,  and  w  e  may  be  convinced, 
that  as  our  freedom  flows  only  frum  uur  constilutiun,  so  buili 
must  be  defended  by  our  fleets. 

The  Danish  kings,  whose  dynasty  was  very  brief,  sup- 
ported  the  honour  of  the  English  flag.  Among  them 
Canute  is  a  name  renowned  in  history,  for  his  virtue  in  peace, 
and  his  valonr  in  war. 

The  Staam  longs  were  agun  restored,  and  finally  ter- 
ndnated  with  the  weak  minded  Edwardf  who,  by  hb  imbe- 
cS&ip  exposed  his  kingdom  to  the  dangers  of  a  ^sputed  8ao« 
oeanon,  which  was  dedded  in  faroiir  of  William  the  Nor- 
man, by  the  only  right  which  either  of  the  disputants  had, 
namely*  that  of  the  sword,  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  in  the 
year  1066.^ 

The  earlier  monarchs  of  the  Norman  blood  were  deepl 
tinged  with  the  spirit  of  chivalry,  which  in  that  a^e  became 
so  prevalent ;  and  which,  preferring  in  honour  radividnal 
acts  of  braverr  to  combined  movements,  naturally  enoonr- 
ag|ed  combats  by  land,  where  angle  exploits  were  more  con- 

Sicnottsly  marked.  Accordingly,  we  do  not  find  that  WU- 
im  the  Conqueror,  or  his  immediate  successors,  were  them* 
selves  distinguished  as  sailors,  although  they  were  too  politic 
princes  not  to  endeavour  to  keep  up  their  naval  power.  To 
this  they  were  chiefly  induced,  by  the  necessity  of  providing 
fbr  the  immediate  defence  of  tlieir  coasts,  and  in  order  to 
have  in  readiness  the  means  of  transport  for  their  numerous 
armies,  engaged  in  continental  wars ;  for  we  now,  ibr  the 
first  time^  find  England  assuming  the  character  of  a  conti- 
nental power,  and  exerdsing  an  influence^  which  has  varied 
in  extent,  but  never  since  entirely  ceased,  upon  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe. 

William  the  First  burned  the  fleet,  said  to  hare  consisted 
of  nine  hundred  vessels,  which  brought  over  Iiis  victorious 
army,  either  to  prevoit  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  or  by  cutting  oif  all  hope  of  retreat,  to  add  des- 
peration to  the  courage  of  his  soldiers,  a  very  common 
practice  in  ancient  warfare.  The  English  fleet  was  carried 
off,  after  the  battle  of  Hastings,  by  the  sons  of  Harold,  who 
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took  Tcfbgo  ui  die  NortiMRi  ieu^and  thnft  WIDuun  bad  Us 
aavy  to  create  anew.  In  oonaeraeDoe^  he  was  eipoeed  to 
several  slarmiDg  ioTasions  from  the  Danes,  whoie  long  had 
some  pretenskms  to  the  Ewlish  throne.  WilUam,  however, 
hj  that  angular  union  of  bntTery  and  polior  which  he  pos» 
iBseod,  nhimately  got  rid  of  these  formidable  vistters»  and 
obtained  leisnre^  iniich  he  well  emplojed,  to  strengthen  his 
power  by  sea. 

Henrj  the  Funt,  theyonngest  son  of  the  Oonqneror, 
sncceeded  his  brotho*,  Wiuiam  the  8econd>to  the  ezdnsion 
of  the  elder  brother  Robert.  HeDry  was  bom  in  England, 
and  having  married  a  princess  of  the  Saxon  line^  re-estab- 
fished  the  Sanm  institutionsi  and  became  popular  among  his 
r  itive  subjects.  This  he  found  a  strong  safeguard  against 
the  hostile  attempts  of  his  brother^the  unfortunate  Dake  of 
Kormandjy  who,  on  his  return  from  the  Holy  Land,  pre^ 
pared  to  vindicate  his  claim  to  the  throne.  Henry  did  not 
omit  to  increase  his  shipping,  and  gave  directions  to  his 
ofioersy  who  had  the  custody  of  the  coastSi  called^  in  the 
laognage  of  those  times,  Meseorfef,  to  be  vigilant  in  pre* 
Tenting  all  persons  from  oomiog  out  of  NormandT  into 
EngUmd.  Time  soon  diacoTered  the  wisdom  of  the  king*s 
McantioD,  whichf  howcTsr,  proved  unavailing.  Duke 
flobert,  who  was  a  prince  of  valour,  and  many  amiid^le 
qoalities,  prepared  a  great  fleet  and  army  for  the  invasion ; 
bnty  it  is  believed,  by  the  historians  of  these  times,  that  he 
never  would  have  been  permitted  to  land,  had  Henry*s  com* 
manders  done  their  du^.  Several  of  them,  however,  appear 
to  have  been  brought  over  to  be  partisans  of  the  Dnke^  and 
jcined  him,  with  the  ships  under  their  command,  as  soon 
as  he  had  pot  to  sea.  Robert's  invasion  proved  unsuo* 
cefsfnl. 

An  occurrence  took  place,  in  the  reign  of  this  king,  which 
gives  an  idea  of  the  small  size  of  the  largest  ships  in  use  at 
that  time.  Henry's  eldest  son,  William,  was  wrecked  on 
his  return  from  Normanbv,  and  all  on  board  perished, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  two  hundred  persons.  Now,  as 
the  ship  thus  lost  had  been  newly  built  for  William,  who 
had  been  made  Duke  of  Normandy  by  hh  father,  and  was 
r\  generous  an  1  popular  prince,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that 
it  would  be  one  of  the  first  class. 

During  the  reign  of  Stephen,  whicli  ^vas  ^^rcatly  dis- 
tracted by  r  ivil  warsy  we  do  not  find  much  mention  ouide  oi 
naYsi  exploits. 


16  miCHAEO  C<Bt*A-]>S.LI01f. 

It  was  othprwi-^o  diiring  tlie  reiLrn  of  his  nophew  nnd 
fiiicces^or,  Ilenrv  the  vSecouJ,  tlie  tirst  who  estaMisluni  the 
EngUsh  power  in  Ireland.  This  kintif  wa«  enirnL:e<l  in  nianv 
and  extensive  wars,  in  all  whicli  iie  >u]i|^ortnl  iiimM-lf  ^virfi 
undnnnti  (1  couraua  and  admirable  coin iuct.  In  Normaiidv 
he  delcated  the  king  of  Frnnce,  with  whom  his  own  son, 
Henry,  had  unnaturally  allird  himself.  The  Earl  of  Flan- 
ders, who  had  rai-cd  irrrat  tni-cs,  with  an  intontion  of 
invadinor  Enirland,  was  forced  to  a!>andon  liis  enterprise,  and 
disperse  liis  forces  ;  and  these  sueeL-^e>  tlie  king  was  ehi^-riv 
en  al  lied  1o  oiitain,  by  means  of  his  Mii  cidor  {>ower  at  sea,  on 
wlileli,  though  buuie  contents  msned  between  him  an(l  his 
son  ilenry,  yet  they  were  quickly  over ;  for  tlie  king's  sliips 
destroyed  most  of  those  of  the  rebel  >  and  of  their  confederates, 
and  rendering"  all  attempts  at  invading  England  hopeless, 
while  their  dominioDs  lay  o{k  ti  to  his  attacks,  compoUed  thena 
to  conclude  peace,  upon  the  term-  prescribed. 

Richard,  the  lion-iicarted,  had,  it  is  well  known,  his  whole 
heart  bent  upon  the  e!ii\  alrous  attempt  tu  conquer  the  Holy 
Land,  l^^r  the  safe  transport  of  his  troops,  and  their  pro- 
tection on  distant  shore>,  a^  well  as  to  keep  up  his  conimu- 
nicatiuii  w  ith  houie,  it  w  a-  requisite  that  he  should  attend  to 
h\n  navy  ;  and,  we  arc  told,  that  he  raised  a  much  irreator 
liaval  force  than  had  ever  been  known  in  this  couiiirv,  .^iuce 
the  coming  of  the  Normans,  and  w  ithal,  says  a  m  ell  known 
author,  carried  the  English  fame  to  such  a  height,  as  aston- 
ished the  whole  world,  and  was  the  true  source  of  that 
respect,  which  has  erer  since  been  paid  to  the  English  flag. 

On  his  expedition  to  Jerasalem,  Richard  anchored  olf 
Mesisina,  and  barinfl  had  some  difbreDce  with  the  king  of 
Sicily,  attacked  and  took  Uiat  capital,  which  he  did  not 
return  withotit  a  beainr  raoiom.  In  this  were  included  four 
large  fl^alleons  sod  mteen  gsllejs,  by  whidi  accession,  the 
Engli^  fleet,  when  the  Idoff  wmed  mm  Bkalj  f<Mr  Cyprus, 
consisted  of  tlurtecD  osfntalibips,  of  eitraordiiuurj  bordeD, 
one  famidnd  iad  llftj  snipe  of  war,  and  ilfiy  galleys,  besides 
▼esssis  of  lees  sbe»  aod  tenders,  IntheirjpMHigetoOypriis, 
thej  wm  eorehr  shaken  tnna  tempest,  um  several  ships  lost. 
Thie  ship,  whkli  eanied  Berengaria,  daughter  to  the  IdDg 
of  NaTam»  aiid  who  was  contracted  to  king  Biehardy  wm 
Tery  near  peiisbincr,  by  being  dented  admittance  into  o«e  of 
tbe  ports  of  tlmt  Istond,  bj  Isaac,  king  of  Oypms.  This 
was  no  insoltt  not  to  be  borne  bj  tbe  cbiTalrons  Biflliard» 
who^  benring  down  npon  tbe  island  with  his  whok  fleett 
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ffiMftw  ateenitwilhallhisforceivaiidrediioedHoompieiely 
m  A  short  i|iaoe  of  lim,  baTing  taken  the  king  priaooer. 

Hare  be  yooeirod  Qny,  HoniMriT  king  of  JeniMleiD»  with 
m&wmnl  other  Chriitaao  priooee  of  the  east,  who  ewore  ftahy 

to  ham  as  their  protector ;  and,  hanog  Uft  two  govenion, 
wHb  a  coDoderahle  bodj  of  troope,  in  CTpnu,  he  laUed 
from  thenci^  with  a  nindi  better  fleet  than  ne  brought  with 
itiiii,  for  it  eomiited  of  two  fanndred  and  fiftj-foar  itotit 
aliips,andiywardiof  elztjgaUejs.  In  hie  paeiage  to  Aeon 
or  FtolenaiSy  he  took  a  hag^  Teieel  of  the  Saraoeni,  kden 
with  anmnnition  and  proviiione,  bound  for  the  taae  phiee» 
which  was  then  betieged  bj  the  Ohriitian  amiT.   The  elae 
oC  dna  flhip  was  eo  extraordiDary,  that  it  hi§^j  deeenree. 
notioe.   liatUiew  Pains  calls  it  Dromnnda,  and  tells  as, 
thmt  the  diipa  of  the  English  fleet  attacked  it  briiklj,  though 
it  laj  like  a  gnat  floating  castle  in  the  sea,  and  was  in  a 
nismifr  unpenelrable.    At  length,  howerer,  thej  boarded 
mad  cmrriea  tt,  though  defended  1^  no  fewer  tlian  flfteen 
Imndred  men,  of  whom  the  kin^  oaased  thirteen  hundred 
to  be  drown^,  and  kepi  the  remaining  two  hundred  prison* 
ers,  who,  another  writer  tajs^were  all  porsons  of  distinction. 
Ai'ter  this  victory,  the  king  proeeeded  to  Aeon,  which  he 
bkwlMl  op  by  sea,  at  the  same  time  that  his  forcesi  in  eon* 
jonction  with  those  of  other  Christian  prinoes,  besiiged  it 
Vj  land,  so  that,  at  length,  chiefly  by  his  means,  it  was  taken, 
Iboqgh  defended  by  the  whole  strength  of  tlie  Baranens, 
under  tiieir  imtm  prince  Saiadin. 

These  are  the  eariiest  well  antlienticated  instances  we 
hare  of  the  use  of  the  nary,  on  an  eitensive  aeale^  in  block- 
ndiog;  and  they  were  lucesssful  too,  and  that  against  what 
appears  to  hare  been  no  oontemptible  foe,  if  we  may  judge 
mm  the  Saracen  vessel  Dromunda,  just  mentioned  as  having 
1>een  so  galiantiT  boarded  by  the  English  sailors. 

The  heroic  Richard  died  in  1199.  Of  all  onr  princes. 
Done  better  ondmtood  the  value  of  a  naval  foros^  and  how 
to  use  it,  as  appears,  not  only  by  the  victories  he  gained  in 
time  of  war,  but  bjr  his  ^tablisfaing  the  laws  of  Oleron,  for 
the  regulating  maritime  affairs,  and  by  the  constant  care  he 
took  in  supporting  tl^  ports  and  havens  througlioQt  the 
kingdom,  and  encouraging  seamen,  whereby  be  drew  onm- 
ben  from  all  parts  of  Europe  into  his senrioe$  and  by  a  like 
^plance  in  promoting  and  protecting  commerce. 

John,  Rienard*s  brother,  assumed  the  throne,  to  the  ex- 
ehMMMi  of  his  nephew  Arthur ;  and.  Us  title  bebg  thos 
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defecUTe*  we  need  Dot  be  surprised  to  find,  that  m  additioii 
to  foreign  warB»  bis  whole  reign  wee  a  aeries  of  domestie 
reroltSf  end  seditkiiis  iotrigaes.  He  was  in  many  respects 
an  unjust  and  imurudent  princey  but,  with  regard  to  oiir 
sabiect,  we  most  oo  Mm  justice. 

That  he  had  just  notions  as  to  maritime  Ibree^  and  was 
tender  of  his  sorereigntv  over  the  seaSf  is  evident  fVom  this» 
that  very  early  in  his  rsign»  he^  with  the  assent  of  the  peers 
at  Hastings,  enacted,  ihSt  if  any  of  the  commanders  of  bis 
fleet  sbonld  most  with  ships  of  a  foreign  natbn  at  sea^  the 
uuwters  of  which  refbsed  to  strike  to  the  royal  flag,  then 
sncb  ships,  if  taken,  were  to  be  deemed  good  prises ;  even 
though  it  sbonld  appear  afterwards,  that  the  states  of  whi<^ 
their  owners  were  subjects,  was  in  amitj  with  England* 
It  cannot  be  suroosed,  that  this  striking  to  the  royal  flag 
was  now  first  claimed,  but  rather,  that  as  an  old  right,  it 
was,  for  the  preventiog  unnecessary  disputes,  clearly  asserted. 
If  it  had  been  otherwise,  one  would  unagine  that  it  would 
prove  more  still ;  since  no  prince,  who  was  not  confessedly 
superior  at  sea,  oonld  ever  have  set  up,  and  carried  Into 
practice,  so  eitiraordinary  a  pretension.  We  may  there- 
fore condnde,  that  this,  together  with  his  warrant  for 
presMBg  all  ships  into  service,  when  he  had  ocoasioD  for 
tramporta,  with  other  things  of  the  like  nature^  were^  in 
consequence  of  ancient  nsage. 

Wmle  engaged  with  his  revolted  barons,  in  the  struggle 
which  ended  in  obt<aining  that  bulwark  of  English  freedom, 
Magna  Oharta,the  French  king  invaded  Johii*s  continental 
dominions. 

This  60  asasperated  the  king,  who  was  certainly  a  prince  of 
avery  high  spint,  that  he  resolved  to  conquer  the  French  first, 
and  make  one  experiment  more  of  the  fluelity  of  his  subj^ts. 
In  order  to  this,  he  assembled  *  great  army,  and  provided  ft 
numerous  fleet,  which  he  never  wanted,  in  order  to  pass 
into  Normandy :  but,  when  all  was  ready,  and  the  nobility 
seemed  thoroughly  disposed  to  behave  as  became  them,  the 
Archbishop  of  CMterbury,  and  William  Marshall,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  came,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Pope,  forbade  him 
to  proceed.  The  king,  unwillingly,  obeyed;  and  yet, 
repenting  of  this  step,  he  the  next  day  put  to  sea,  with  a  few 
faithfnl  snbiects,  hoping  that  the  rest,  either  out  of  flwr  or 
shame,  would  havefbllowed ;  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed, 
fbr  they  not  only  remained  where  they  were,  but,  by  sending 
after  the  king's  small  squadron,  prevailed  on  many  to  come 
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hack,  so  that  the  expedition  was  entirely  frustrated,  which 
tillc'i  the  natioD  with  murmurs,  aud  j  articuliii  ly  mortified 
and  offended  the  seamen,  of  whom  no  tewer  than  fourteen 
thousand  hati  come  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdum,  in 
order  to  serve  on  board  the  royal  neet.  This,  at  the  mme 
time  that  it  shows  king  John's  misfortune,  demonstrates  also 
how  great  our  maritime  force  was  in  those  days,  and  wliat 
wise  regulations  subsisted,  since  such  a  number  of  seamen 
could  be  so  easily  drawn  together.  Our  best  writers  agree, 
thai  the  Archbish<>[),  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  prevented 
the  kinor  from  h»  in^^  able  to  assemble  such  a  nav.d  force  for 
the  future.  But  in  this  their  policy  failed  them:  for  he 
always  kept  the  hearts  of  the  seamen,  antl,  by  doing  so, 
defeated  the  attempts  of  his  enemies,  thouLrh  he  had  the 
whole  force  of  France  to  .struggle  with  abroad,  and  was 
never  free  from  the  effects  of  their  fraud  at  home.  This  is 
n  fact  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  subject. 

John,  having  been  called  to  Ireland  to  settle  the  distracted 
affairs  of  that  kingdom,  over  which  he  had  been  viceroy 
during  the  life  of  his  brother,  and,  having  succeeded  to  his 
satisfaction,  found,  on  his  return,  that  the  Welsh,  and  his 
disaffected  barons,  had  revolted,  and  that  the  Pope,  having 
excommunicated  him,  had  given  ms  kingdom,  according  to 
the  ammed  powm  of  ihe  haughty  pontiffs  of  those  days, 
to  the  ktog  or  Frmnoe.   He  made  immense  preparattons,  hy 
had  and  tea,  to  rapel  tbo  Frtoxh,  who  had  pr^«red  a  very 
antieroaa  flee^  woeD  the  tnterfereoee  of  the  Pope,  upon 
Jflto*e  aabniiHion,  pot  a  atop  to  the  threaleoed  Jimtibiob. 
PUlip  Augustus,  of  Fraooe^  though  be  obej^  the  Pope 
wUi  w  iU  will,  yet  reeolyed  to  make  iome  use  of  this  mighty 
aroMttcnty  aiid»  therafore,  twraed  It  against  the  Sari  of 
Ffasdan ;  aaniSng  the  best  part  of  hia  fleet  to  laj  waste  the 
ooaats  of  Uial  eonntrrf  whue  himself,  with  a  ^reai  army, 
entered  it  bj  land.   King  John  was  no  sooner  informed  of 
thifl^  Ann  he  ordered  Us  mwy,  under  the  oommand  of  his 
biotber»  the  Barl  of  Salisbury,  to  sail  to  the  asaistanee  of 
Us  allj*   He^  finding  the  Freneh  fleet,  pertly  riding  in  the 
roadp  and  jpard J  at  aMMr^  la  the  haven  of  Dam  in  Flanders, 
tnt  atUefced  mid  deslrojed  those  without,  and  then  landing 
Us  foroei^  fell  upon  the  Freneh  in  the  harbour,  by  sea  and 
lead,  and  aftsr  en  obstinate  dispute,  took  them  all ;  sending 
hone  three  Umdred  sail,  well  laden  with  provinom^toearry 
the  news  of  the  ▼kitoi7,aod  setting  all  thereat  on  Are.  So 
fortaale  waa  tUe  prinee  at  sea,  oeoaase  Us  satlort  were 
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faithful)  who  was  so  unlucky  on  shore,  through  the  treachery 
of  his  great  ineD. 

The  subsequent  actions  of  John's  life,  are  not  matf  riaily 
connected  with  our  naval  history-,  alih^ugh  it  is  said  tliat  in 
all  his  disasters  his  sailors  remained  loyal  to  him.  lie  died 
in  1216. 

His  son,  and  successor,  who  was  only  ten  years  of  age  on 
his  father*s  death,  turned  out  to  be  an  irrtsolute  and  feeble  • 
prince.  The  Karl  of  Pembroke,  his  guardian,  during  his 
minority,  succeeded  in  drivinu'-  out  the  French,  who,  by  the 
aid  of  the  rebellious  baron^^,  had  gained  a  footing  in  the 
island,  during  the  latter  days  of  John.  In  this  contest,  a 
maritime  exploit,  of  some  note,  occurred.  Lewis  having^ 
j^ne  over  to  Calais,  in  order  to  procure  reinforcements, 
embarked  them  on  bo<Lr<l  afleetof  eignty  stout  ships,  and  put  to 
pea.  Hubert  de  Bnri^h,  orovernor  of  Dover  castle,  assisted  bj 
riiilip  de  Albanie  and  John  Marshall,  resolved  to  encounter 
him  with  thu  strength  of  the  Cinque-ports,  and  accordingly 
met  him  at  sea,  with  forty  sail  of  ships.  The  English,  per- 
ceiving that  the  I>Ln(  li  had  the  advantage  of  them,  both  in 
ships  and  men,  made  use  of  their  superiority  in  skill ;  so 
that,  taking  advantage  of  the  wind,  they  ran  down  many  of 
the  transports,  and  sunk  them  with  all  the  soldiers  on  board  : 
their  long  bows  also  did  them  notable  service ;  and,  to  pre- 
vent the  French  from  boarding  them,  thc^  laid  heaps  of 
lime  Qpon  their  decks,  which,  the  wind  blowing  fresh,  drove 
in  the  hcei  of  th«r  enemies,  and  in  a  manner  blinded  them, 
80  tluit»  dedining  the  dispute,  they  as  fast  as  possible  bore 
awsj  foir  the  sfiore,  and,  landing  at  8andwicn,  Lewis,  in 
fe?enge  for  the  misda^f  tfieir  ihips  had  done  him,  bnmed  it 
to  the  ground.  The  EngiiA  were  erery  wajr  gainen  by 
this  eDgagement,  as  on  the  other  band  it  entirely  mined  tlie 
•Aurs  of  Lewis»  who  was  now  feroed  to  drat  binudf  in>  in 
liondoDy  wbere»  Tery  soon  after,  be  was  bedegadf  the  Eiiff* 
lisb  fleett  in  the  mean  time^  bloddng  up  the  ino«th  of  tEe 
Thames.  He  quiddy  saw  bow  great  bis  danger  was,  and 
bow  little  reason  be  lud  to  en»ect  idief.  In  tms  tttoatton, 
he  did  all  that  was  left  for  bim  to  do  s  that  is  to  say^  he 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Bad  of  Pembroke*  whereby 
be  renonnoed  all  ms  pretended  rights  to  the  Idngdom  of 
England,  and  providea  the  best  be  ooidd  for  bimsdr  and  bis 
adherents,  wbieb  fteed  the  kingdom  tnm  the  plague  of 
foreigners,  and  remains  an  incontesUble  proof,  that  as 
nothing  bnt  our  intestine  diridons  oan  indte  an  Invadon, 
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50,  while  we  retain  the  sovereignty  of  the  sea,  such 
attempts,  ia  the  end,  must  prove  iakal  to  those  who  under* 
t&ke  them. 

The  use  of  iime,  for  the  pnrjiose  alluded  to  in  the  account 
of  the  battle  between  the  Freiicli  and  l"]iiglish,  seems  m^t  to 
have  been  lost  sight  of :  for  wc  find,  that  in  the  celebrated 
fiirht  between  the  Shannon  and  the  Ch^apeake,  diirintj*  the 
Ukst  American  war,  the  Americans  had  A  quAotitj  oi'  Ume  on 
bcMiH,  for  this  very  piir{;o5ie. 

Thr  nieh  the  long  and  unhappy  reign  of  Uenry  the  Thirds 
the  Eogiish  navy  seriously  declined. 

Edward  the  First  was  a  vig-orou*  and  successful  monarch ; 
and,  amid  Li>  various  sclieuies  oi  conquest  in  France  and  in 
S'-^otland,  did  imt  ni/L,4ect  his  elaims  to  maritime  superiority, 
as  the  following  process  of  internaUoDal  law,  fully  illustrates. 

Philip  the  Fnir,  being  at  war  with  the  Flemings,  that 
prince  thou-^^ht  tit  to  >end  a  great  Heet  to  j^ea,  under  the 
command  of  a  (r. noese  nobleman,  \vlio?e  name  was  Keyner 
Grimhaltz,  to  \\  hu[n  he  gave  the  titk-  of  Aduiiral,  and  who, 
under  crjlour  of  this  couimissionj  tuok  severiii  ships  of  dif- 
ferent nations,  bound  for  the  ports  of  Flanders,  laden  with 
variuus  kinda  of  goods.  Upon  this,  complaints  were  made 
to  the  kings  of  England  and  France,  who  jointly  appointed 
commissioners  to  hear  and  determine  the  matters  contained 
in  them. 

To  these  commissioners,  therefore,  a  remonstrance  was 
presented,  in  the  name  of  the  procurators  of  the  prelates 
and  lioldes,  and  of  the  admiral  of  the  lOnglish  seas,  and  of 
the  communities  of  cities  and  towns  ;  likewise  of  the  mer- 
chants, mariners,  strangers  resident,  and  all  others  belonging 
to  the  kingdom  of  England,  and  other  territories  subject  to 
the  said  king  of  England  ;  as  also  the  inhabitants  of  other 
inaritini*?  places,  such  as  Oenoa,  Catalonia,  Spain,  (iermany, 
Zealand,  Holland,  Fri^eland,  Denmark,  Norway,  ii:c.,  set- 
ting forth,  "that,  whereas  the  kings  of  P^ngland,  by  right 
of  the  said  kingdom,  have,  from  time  to  time,  whereof  there 
is  no  memorial  to  the  contrary,  been  in  peaceable  possession 
of  tie*  sovereignty  of  the  English  sea.s,  and  of  the  islands 
situate  within  the  same,  with  power  of  ordaining  and  estab- 
lishing lawi,  statutes,  and  prohibitions  of  arnii,  and  of  shi})3 
otherwise  tarnished  than  merchantmen  used  to  b(  ;  and  of 
taking  security,  and  giving  protection,  in  all  cikies  where 
n^t'd  shall  require;  and  of  ordering  all  other  things  neces- 
^jLVj  lor  tiie  maintaining  of  peace^  righty  and  equity,  among 
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all  manner  of  people,  as  well  of  other  dominions  as  theii- 
own,  passing-  through  the  said  seas,  and  the  sovereign  guai  Ji 
thereof ;  and,  aUo,  of  taking  all  manner  of  cognizance  in 
causes,  and  of  doing  right  and  justice  to  high  and  low, 
according  to  the  said  laws,  statutes,  ordinances,  and  prohi- 
bitions, and  all  other  things,  which,  to  the  exercise  of  sove- 
reign jurisdiction  in  the  places  aforesaid,  may  appertain  : 
and,  whereas,  Botetort,  admiral  of  the  said  sea,  deputed 
by  the  said  king  of  EnghiTuI,  and  all  other  admirals,  deputed 
by  the  said  king  of  England,  and  his  ancestors,  formerly 
kings  of  England,  have  been  in  peaceable  possession  of 
the  said  sovereign  guard,  with  power  of  jurisdiction,  and 
all  the  other  powers  before-mentioned,  (except  in  case  of* 
appeal,  and  complaint  made  of  them  to  their  sovereigns,  the 
kings  of  England,  in  default  of  iustice,  or  for  evil  judgment,) 
and  especiallj^  of  making  prohibitions,  doing  justice,  and 
taking  security  for  good  behaviour,  from  all  manner  of 
people  carrying  arms  on  the  said  sea,  or  sailing  in  ships, 
otherwise  fitted  ont  and  armed  than  merchant  ships  used  to 
be,  and  in  all  other  cases  where  a  man  may  have  reasonable 
cause  of  suspidon  towards  thmn  of  piracy,  or  other  mis« 
doings :  and,  whereas,  the  misters  of  ships,  of  the  said 
kingdom  of  England,  in  the  absence  of  the  seid  admhrals, 
have  been  in  peaoeible  possession  of^  tsking  cognissocei  and 
judging  of  alt  facts  upon  the  slid  sea»  between  all  manner 
of  people,  according  to  the  laws,  statates,  prohlbltioDSy  ihrn- 
chises,  and  customs :  snd^  whereas,  in  the  ilrsi  article  of  the 
treaty  of  aUiancSy  lately  made  between  the  said  kings  at 
PariS)  the  words  following  are  set  down,  vig.  First  of  all, 
it  is  agreed  and  concluded  between  us,  the  enToys  and 

rts  aboTe«mentioned,  in  the  names  of  the  said  kings,  that 
shall  be  to  each  othcTf  for  the  fiitnrsy  good»  tmci  and 
faitliM  friends  and  allies,  against  all  the  world  (eicept  the 
church  of  Rome^,  in  such  mannery  that  if  any  one  or  more^ 
whosoever  they  bet  go  abont  to  interrupt,  hinder,  or 
molest  the  said  kings,  in  their  frandiises,  liberties,  privileges, 
rights,  or  enstoms,  of  them  and  their  kingdoms,  they  sball 
be  good  and  faithfbl  friends,  and  aiding  against  aU  men 
living,  and  ready  to  die,  to  defend,  keep,  and  maintain,  the 
above-mentionei  franchises,  liberties,  nghts,  and  castoms, 
&o. ;  and  that  the  one  should  not  be  of  oonnsel,  nor  snTO 
aid  or  assistance  in  any  thing  whereby  the  other  may  lose 
life,  limb,  estate,  or  hononr.  And,  wh  cross,  Mr«  Beyner 
Orimbalts,  Master  of  the  ships  of  the  said  king  of  France^ 
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whooftUs  himself  adminl  of  the  laid  sea,  Leing  deputed  Ly 
his  soirerdgD  mionmM,  in  his  war  agsiail  the  Flemings,  did, 
(After  the  abOTe-OMOtioned  allkim  was  made  and  r»lified» 
tad  against  the  tsnor  Mid  obluratioii  of  the  said  allkoos,  and 
the  intention  of  thc^  who  made  iM  wrongfhUj  a^^snme  and 
tEoreise  ths  oflee  of  Edminl,  in  too  said  ssa  of  fingUndy 

We  need  Dot  farther  detail  tho  appeal ;  htU  shall  give  the 
eooditaioBS  our  author  draws  oo  the  sobiect : — 

i.  It  appoars,  from  this  paper,  that  the  domiiuoii  of  the 
sea  had  not  only  been  claimed,  but  exercised  and  possessed, 
by  the  kings  of  BQglaiid»  from  times  immemorial ;  which  is 
sufficient  to  give  some  credit  to  the  facts  which  we  have 
related  from  the  British  history :  for  as  to  the  tiSMs,  since 
the  Romaa  iavasioiiy  thsj  wersi  in  an  historkal  ssnse^  within 
memory. 

Z,  It  is  <denr,  from  heaoe^  what  the  dominion  of  the  sea 
was,  namety,  a  jurisdiction  over  the  vessels  of  all  nations, 
pssiiny  thereon,  for  the  common  benefit  of  all,  for  the  pre- 
ventiiw  piracies,  the  protection  of  omnmeroe,  and  the  oeei- 
sioa  of  unforeseen  dilutes. 

3.  It  is  no  less  apparent,  that  this  was  an  ezolauve  juris- 
ifiction,  in  which  no  other  potentate  had  aaj  share,  which 
most  have  been  founded,  either  in  common  consent,  or  in 
super  rity  of  stren^ ;  either  of  which  afforded  a^pood  title. 

4«  We  see,  by  this  remonstrance,  that  the  dominion  of  the 
sea,  resting  in  the  king  of  England,  was  a  point,  not  onlj 
known  to,  but  maintained  bj,  the  Genoese,  Spaniards,  Ger- 
mans, UoUaoders,  Dan^  and,  in  short,  by  all  the  maritime 
powers  tiben  in  Europe ;  which  is  sufficient  to  evince,  that 
trade  was  fkr  ^m  being  at  a  low  ebb,  and  that  the  prero- 
CTTttive  of  the  crown  of  England,  in  this  respect,  had  been 
hitherto  so  exercised,  as  to  render  it  a  common  advantaL'e. 

5.  We  perceive,  that  foreigners  were  so  jealous  ot  the 
issoming  temper  of  the  French  princes,  thnt  tht  y  would 
not  admit  the  commander-in-chief  of  their  naval  force  to 
bear  the  title  of  Admiral,  which  they  apprehended  to  include 
a  title  to  jurisdiction ;  and,  therefore,  would  have  this 
Heyner  Grimbalta  styled  only  Master  of  the  ships  to  the 
kiflg  of  France. 

6.  We  must  observe,  that  the  commiKsioners,  to  whom 
this  remonstrance  is  addresse<l,  neither  had,  nor  claimed, 
any  naval  jurisdiction  whatsoever,  hut  were  appointed  to 
hear  and  determine,  whether  king  Edward's  prerogative,  as 
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sovereign  of  thesra,  had  been  invaded  by  this  Reyner  Orim- 
bait/,  in  contravention  (4  the  first  article  of  a  treaty  between 
the  (Towns  of  England  and  France,  whereby  the  contracting 
parties  covenanted  to  maintain  each  others  prerogatives  ; 
and|  consequently,  the  French  king  was  bound  to  maintain 
this  prerogative  of  king  Edward^  which  gave  occaftion  to  the 

cominispion. 

7.  We  owe  tin  knowledge  of  this  whole  affair^  not  to  our 
historians,  but  to  our  records ;  whence  we  may  safely  de<iuce 
this  consequence,  that  the  want  of  fact??,  to  support  sucJi  a 
jurisdiction  throughout  preceding  reigns,  ougnt  not  to  be 
urged  as  a  just  objection  ;  because,  as  I  once  before  hinted, 
jnfKt  of  those,  who  applied  themseheb  to  writing  history^ 
were  very  little  acquainted  with  these  matters. 

But  there  is  one  thing  more,  relating  to  this  affair,  which 
deserves  particular  attention  ;  and  that  is,  the  plea  put  in  by 
Reyner  Grimbaltz,  in  answer  to  this  remonstrance,  lie  did 
not  dispute  the  king  of  England's  sovereignty;  he  did  not 
plead  any  power  derived  to  himself  frum  the  French  king's 
commission  :  but  what  he  insisted  on  was,  the  third  artielc 
of  the  treaty  before-mentioned,  whieli  ho  would  have  tu  be 
thus  understood  :  that  king  Edward  having  contracted  nr»t 
tu  give  any  aid  or  assistance,  or  tu  sutler  any  aid  or  assist- 
ance to  be  given  to  the  enemies  of  kin^r  Fhilip  ;  and  having- 
also  actuallv  issued  out  a  prohibition,  torhiddiny  am  ^uv\\ 
practices,  it  followed,  in  his  opiniun,  iliat  all  such  as,  after 
this  jM  ohiluiiun,  relieved  the  Flemings,  by  merchandise  or 
otherwise,  were  to  be  esteemed  enemies,  ni  \s  liat soever  nation 
they  were  ;  and  that  he,  having  taken  none  but  the  persons 
and  goods  of  such,  conceived  himself  to  iiave  a  permission 
so  tu  do,  by  virtue  of  the  said  prohibition,  whereby  king 
I'idvvard,  according  to  his  interpretation,  had  signified,  that 
he  would  not  take  it  as  an  injury  done  tu  him,  although  the 
ships  of  such  otlvnders  should  be  taken  in  his  seas  by  the 
French  king's  utUeers.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  reason- 
ableness or  validity  of  this  defence  ;  but  content  myself  with 
observing,  that  it  contains  the  clearest  concession,  on  the 
part  of  France,  that  can  be  desired  ;  because  this  man 
derives  the  legality  of  his  own  actions,  if  tlu  v  were  legal, 
not  from  the  commission  of  the  pi  iuce  he  >erved,  but  from 
the  king  of  England's  prohibition  ;  su  that,  in  reality,  he 
asserts  himself  to  have  acted  under  the  English  sovereignty, 
and  from  thence  expected  his  acquittal.  Many  other 
instances,  of  this  king's  claiming  and  exercising  the  sove- 
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mgntj  0/ the  Mt»  might  be  prodaoed.  BdwMdtbtFini 

red  IB  tfce  rdgn  of  the  nfbrtiioate  Bdward  the  Seeond. 

Sdwwd  the  Thhd  ntawrtd  the  nmr  of  EBgluid,aiid 
niied  the  glory  of  her  we,  Haviw  lead  e  eleiiii  to  ^ 
thrmie  of  rrwoot,  he  went  to  war  wiu  thet  oonitiT.  In 
the  m^ortanl  war  whidi  mwmtA,  ehhoogh  hs  eclebiitjr 
dapeeda  diitflj  vpoa  the  achieyeatteDtg  of  the  Ea^iih 
araaiea,  jret  the  sftfol  inpffeiBicy  of  Engfand  wee  nohlj 
maintained* 

The  claim  of  Edward  to  the  crown  of  FraM^  which 
gave  rise  to  manj  wars  between  the  two  khigdomi,  waa  not 
veiT  well  fbmided,  ret  the  titie  waa  hafit  op^  ontil  a  com^ 
rttir<dj  recent  period.  A  nutter,  k)  xnoch  indnencMg 
the  hoetiKitiea  both  bj  ana  and  land,  which  allerwnrda  took 
piaoe  faetwei^  the  two  countries,  on^^  to  be  ndentood, 
eren  now  whan  its  practical  etTeeta  hkrm  onlj  eaaaed  within 
theae  few  years,  if.  Indeed,  with  s^mie  they  are  not  itill  the  « 
root  of  national  pra^idioea.  The  following  b  the  acwonnt 
of  Home :  — * 

It  had  kmg  been  »  prcfniling  opinion,  that  the  crown 
of  Frnnee  ooold  never  descend  to  a  female;  and,  in  order 
to  give  toore  aothoritr  to  thia  and  aisign  it  to  n 

deteraanate  origin,  it  nad  been  oaoal  to  derive  it  m 
daoae  in  the  Saoan  Code,  the  law  of  an  ancient  tribe  among 
the  Fraidu ;  thon^  that  clause,  when  strictly  examined, 
laiiiae  only  the  appearance  of  farourin^  this  principle,  and 
doca  not  many,  by  the  confeaiion  of  tne  best  antiquaries, 
bear  the  senee  commonly  inipoeed  npon  it.  Bat,  thoo^h 
positive  lavr  seems  wanting  among  the  Frendi,  for  tne 
eadnaion  of  females,  the  pmctioe  bed  taken  place  ;  and  the 
mle  was  eatabtiahed,  befond  controrersy,  on  some  ancigntt 
as  well  aa  iome  modem,  preeedantap  I>iuing  the  lint  race 
of  the  monarcirr,  the  Franka  were  so  mde  and  barbarous  a 
people^  thet  theV  were  incapable  of  snbmitting  to  a  female 
ragn  ;  and,  in  that  period  of  their  faittory ,  there  were  ft^ 
qnent  inatancm  of  longs  advanced  to  rojaltj,  in  prejndice 
of  feattlm,  who  were  related  to  the  crown,  by  nearer 
ikgiati  of  consangninitT.  These  precedesta,  joined  to  like 
lanMa,  had  also  establisEed  the  male  snooesnon  in  the  second 
ram;  and  though  the  inataoom  were  neither  ao  freqnent, 

•  See  II«tae*8  Uisiofy  of  Ensland,  VoL  iiL  Edin.  18ia 
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nor  so  certain,  doring  that  pcriodtthe  principle  of  excluding 
the  female  line  seems  stiil  to  have  prevailed,  and  to  hm,we 
directed  the  conduct  of  the  nation.  During  the  third  race, 
the  crown  had  descended  f^m  father  to  son  for  eleTen 
generations,  from  Hugh  Capet,  to  Lewis  Uutlii ;  and  thas, 
in  fact,  during  the  coarse  of  nine  hundred  year8»  the  FrenA 
monarchy  had  always  been  ffoverned  by  males,  and  no 
ftmale,  and  none  who  founded  nis  title  on  a  female  had  erer 
mounted  the  throne.  Philip  the  F&ir,  father  of  Lewis 
Hutin,  left  three  sons,  this  Lewis»  Philip  the  Long,  and 
Charles  the  Fairi  and  one  danehter,  Isabella,  Queen  of 
England.  Lewis  Hntin,  the  eldest,  lefl  at  his  death  one 
daughter,  by  Margaret,  sister  to  Eudes,  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy ;  and  as  his  Queen  was  then  pregnant,  Philip,  his 
younger  brother,  was  appointed  regent,  until  it  should 
appear  whether  the  child  proved  a  son  or  a  daughter.  The 
Queen  bore  a  male,  who  lived  only  a  few  days  :  Philip  was 
proclaimed  king ;  and  as  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  made  some 
opposition,  and  asserted  the  rights  of  his  niece,  the  stat^  of 
the  kingdom,  by  a  solemn  and  deliberate  decree,  gave  her 
an  exclusion,  and  declared  all  females  for  ever  incapable  of 
succeeding  to  the  crown  of  France. 

"  Philip  died,  after  a  short  reign, leaving  three  daughters; 
and  his  brother  Charles,  without  dispute  or  controversy, 
then  siiccoeded  to  the  crown.  The  reign  of  Charles  was 
also  short:  he  left  nnp  daughter;  but  as  his  Queon  was 
pregnant,  the  next  male  heir  was  appointed  regent,  with  a 
declared  rit^lit  of  sncec^^ion,  if  the  issue  should  prove  female. 
This  prince  was  I'liilip  de  Valni^,  cousin-german  to  the 
deceased  kinir:  being  the  >on  of  Cliarlrs  tie  Valois,  brother 
of  riillip  the  Fair,  The  Queen  of  France  was  delivered 
of  a  daiicrhtor  :  the  regoncT  ccn?cd  ;  and  T^hilip  de  Valois 
was  unanimously  placed  on  the  throne  of  1  ranee. 

"  The  king  of  Enp-lnnd,  who  was  at  that  tinio  a  youth  of 
fiftcon  years  of  age,  eml  raced  a  nf»tion  that  he  was  entitled, 
in  riLrht  of  his  mother,  to  the  succession  of  the  kincrdom, 
and  that  the  claim  of  the  nephew  was  preferable  to  tlmt  of 
the  cousin-gernuin.  There  could  not  well  be  imagined  a 
notion  weak  or  or  wor^e  foTindod. 

"  The  principle  of  excluding  1  em  ales  was  of  old  an  estab- 
lished opinion  in  France,  and  had  acquired  equal  authority 
with  the  most  express  and  positivo  law  :  it  wa«  supported 
by  ancient  [irerr  Irnts  :  it  was  confirmed  by  recent  instances, 
solemnly  and  deliberately  decided ;  and»  what  placed  it  still 
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nruMr  Dejooa  oonivofWijf  tr  JSawira  ww  diipotsfl  to 
^oertion  lis  T«Iidity,  he  tlierebj  eat  off  faia  own  pretemioiity 
HBee  Uie  three  laet  kings  had  ell  left  dangiiteft,  who  were 
elill  alhre^  end  who  flood  before  him  in  the  order  of  laeeee- 
sion.  He  wee  tliereftm  redoeed  to  mertj  that  ttmgh  his 
motliert  laebelle,  was,  on  aeoomit  of  her  aez,  inea|M&le  of 
■nccaediny,  he  himielf»  wlio  inherited  through  her,  was 
fiable  to  no  anch  olgeotioiiy  and  might  daim  hj  the  right  of 
propinquity,  Bnt^  beaidei  that  ttoa  prdendon  waa  more 
wroomhle  to  Charies,  long  of  NnTarre»  doacended  hm  the 
dangfater  of  Lewis  Hntin,  it  waa  so  oontrary  to  the  estah- 
fiibed  piinciplea  of  8nceoadoii»  in  erery  conntrj  of  Europe, 
wns  ao  repugnant  to  the  vfiotice^  both  in  prirateand  nnblio 
inheritanoea»  that  nobodj  in  Franee  erer  thonglt  of 
Sdward*a  daim.  Philip's  title  was  mmreraally  xeeogniaed ; 
and  he  nerer  imagined  that  he  had  a  oompetitcnv  moch  kaa 
ao  formidable  a  one  as  the  long  of  England.** 

Even  br  the  Balio  law  then,  the  dam  of  oar  Idnffa  to  the 
crown  of  France  the  pretenoe  of  so  many  bloody  wars, 
waa  nnfbiinded.  The  Salie  law  itaalf*  howerert  altliooffh 
preral^t  in  the  more  barbarous  ages*  nerar  wasadm>ted  by 
l^ngland,  which  has  been  before,  aa  now^  ^great,  glorioaa, 
and  ftet,*''  under  the  sceptre  of  a  Queen. 

Jamea  D' Arterille^  a  nrewer  in  Qhentyhad  acquired,  by 
hk  popular  talents,  a  eompleteasoendancy  over  Uie  Flemings, 
and  having  been  broof^t  to  second  Edward's  Tiews,  cnga^d 
his  oonntrymen  to  throw  ofF  all  dependance  npon  Franee^ 
and  to  sopport  tht  c  laims  of  the  En^lidi  king. 

In  1988,  long  Edward,  by  the  middle  of  July,  drew  hia 
nnmerous  armv  down  to  the  coast  of  Suffolk,  and  at  Ore- 
well  embarke^f  them  off  board  a  fleet  of  five  hundred  sail, 
with  which  he  passed  OTsr  to  Antwerp*  On  his  arrival,  he 
wa3  reocbed  with  great  joy  by  the  allies,  nartieolarly  the 
Emperor Xew is ;  but  the  subsidies  he  paid  tnem  were  esces* 
sive ;  nor  could  he  immediately  make  use  of  their  assistance, 
the  French  king  declining  a  biMttle.  In  the  mean  time,  by 
the  adrice  of  the  Flemings,  he  assumed  the  arms  and  title 
of  king  of  Frmnoe;  bnt  while  the  king  spent  hia  time  in 
marehea  and  oountermarohes,  in  whkh,  howerer,  he  gained 
some  adrantagea  orer  the  enemy,  the  French  and  their  allies, 
the  Sc(^$y  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief  on  the  Eogliah  coasts 
with  their  fleet.  The  town  of  Hastings  they  ruine<], 
alarmed  all  the  western  eoast,  homed  Plymouth,  and  insulted 
Bristol;  all  wbieh  waa  owing  to  the  ldng*a  employing  the 
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greatest  part  of  his  naval  force  abroarl,  and  the  remainder 
in  the  north,  to  awe  the  Scots ;  yet,  in  two  inhtances,  the 
English  valour  and  naval  force  appeared  with  great  lustre. 
A  squadron  of  thirteen  sail  of  French  ships  attacked  five 
English,  who  defended  themselves  so  valiantly,  that,  though 
they  lost  the  Kiiward  aiid  the  Christopher,  two  of  the 
largest,  yet  the  other  three  escaped,  notwithstandino^  the 
superiority  of  the  enemy.  The  mariners  of  the  CiiKjiu  -ports 
albo,  taking  advaiitaire  of  a  thick  fog,  manned  all  tljeip 
small  craft,  and  ran  over  to  Boulogne,  where  they  di«i  notable 
service;  for  they  not  only  burned  the  lower  tuwn,  but 
destroyed  four  large  ships,  nineteen  galleys,  and  twenty  lesser 
vessels,  which  lay  in  the  harljour,  and  consumed  the  dock 
and  arsenal,  filled  with  naval  stores. 

In  1340,  king  Edward  ruturnod  to  England,  In  the  month 
of  i'cbruai y,  in  order  to  hold  a  [)ai liament,  to  provide  for 
the  expenses  ut"  the  war,  wherein  he  succeeded,  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  his  expectations ;  and,  in  return  fur  the  readiness 
expressed  by  his  subjects  to  assist  him,  he  made  many  good 
laws,  and  granted  great  privileges  to  merchants.  After  this, 
with  a  strong  fleet,  he  passed  over  into  Flanders,  and  |^avc 
the  French  a  terrible  defeat  at  sea. 

We  have  many  remarkable  pai-ticulars,  in  relation  to  this 
battle,  in  various  writers.  The  Lord  Cobham  was  first 
sent  by  the  king  to  view  the  French  fleet,  which  he  found 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle ;  and,  having  given  the  king  an 
aceoimt  of  the  vast  ntimb^  and  great  force  of  their  ships, 
tbat  brave  priooe  answered)  Well,  by  the  assistance  of 
God  and  St.  Ckorgc,  I  will  now  revenge  all  the  wrongs  I 
have  reodred.*'  He  orda^ed  the  battle  himself,  directing 
his  ships  to  be  drawn  np  in  two  lin^ ;  the  first  consisting  of 
vessds  of  the  ffreatest  foroe^  so  ranged,  that,  between  two 
ships  filled  wiUi  ardiers,  there  was  one  wherein  were  men 
at  annSf  the  ships  in  the  wings  being  also  manned  with 
arofaers ;  the  second  line  he  used  as  a  reserve,  and  drew  from 
thence  sunpUesas  they  became  necessaiy.  The  battle  lasted 
from  ei^nt  in  the  morning  till  seven  at  night;  and,  even 
after  thisi  there  was  a  second  dispute ;  for  thirty  French 
ships  endeavonrii^  to  escape  in  the  dark,  the  English  attacked 
theiai,  under  the  commana  of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  and 
took  the  James  of  Dieppe,  and  sank  several  others.  The 
king  bebaTed  with  eqoai  courage  and  conduct  throughout 
the  whole  fight,  giving  his  orders  in  person,  and  moving,  as 
occasion  required,  from  place  to  place.     This  is  known  as 
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the  battle  of  81uys,  and  Edward's  letter,  announcing  thr 
rietonr,  has  beeo  Wd  to  be  the  lirst  uaval  despatch  recorded 
in  hi9tor\'. 

The  FrL-nch  deet  were  extremely  well  provided  w'nli  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  ahundanct^-  ot'  macliiiics  for  throwing 
stones,  with  which  they  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief;  but 
they  were  Ic--  dextirous  in  managing  their  ships  than  the 
English;  and  this  seems  to  have  been  one  great  cause  of 
tht-'>  defeat.  The  victory,  howeTer,  cost  the  Eni^hsh  a 
great  deal  of  blood ;  for  a  large  ship  and  a  galley,  belonging 
to*  Hull,  were  sunk,  with  all  on  board,  by  a  volley  of 
stones !  and  in  a  ereat  ship,  which  belonged  to  the  king^ 
there  were  but  two  nieu  an'i  a  woman  that  escapo<l.  In  all, 
thf  English  lost  about  four  thousand  men  ;  and  amongst 
them, the  following  knights:  Sir  Thomas  Monthermer,  Sir 
lh  >mas  Latimer,  ,Sir  John  Boteler,  and  8ir  Thomas 
Poinmgs.  On  the  whole,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  very 
hard  fouyht  battle;  and  the  victory  seems  entirely  due  to 
the  skill  and  courage  of  the  English  sailors,  who  were  more 
a<iroit  in  working  tneir  ships,  as  the  men  at  arms  were  more 
ready  in  boarding  than  the  French ;  and  the  archers,  aUo, 
did  excellent  service.  King  Edward  kept  the  sea  tliree 
days,  to  put  his  victory  out  of  dispute;  and  then,  landing 
his  furces,  marched  to  Ghent^  in  order  to  join  his  con- 
federates. 

The  siecre  of  Calais,  by  this  monarch,  is  a  remarkable 
eve  nt  in  hi?-tory.  The  tleet,  used  in  the  blockade  of  that 
ciiy,  consisted  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  sail^  manned 
by  about  fifteen  thousand  seamen. 

la  io-iy,  a  squadron  of  Spanish  ships  passed  suddenly  up 
the  Garonne;  and  finding  many  English  vessels  at  Bour- 
deaux,  larWn  with  wine,  they  cruelly  murdered  all  the  I'^ug- 
lish  seamen,  and  carrie<l  away  the  ships,  though  in  time  of 
full  peace.  King  Edward  having-  intelligence  tliat  a  squa- 
dron of  Spanish  ships,  richly  laden,  were  on  the  point  of 
returning  from  Flanders,  he  drew  together  at  Sandwich  a 

riron  of  fifty  sail,  on  board  which  be  embarked  in  person 
t  midsummer,  having  with  him  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Earls  of  Lancaster,  Northampton,  Warwick,  Salisbury, 
Huntingdon,  Arundel,  and  Gloucester,  with  many  otlier 
JWWons  of  distinction.  They  met  with  the  Spanish  fleet  on 
coast  near  Winchelsea,  which  consisted  of  forty-four 
fer;  large  ships,  styled  caracks :  they  were  beyond  compa- 
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risoDy  bigger  and  stroDger  than  the  English  veneb ;  and  jet 
theltttterattaokedthflmwiAgratboldM  The  Spanuunds 
defended  themaelTes  resolutely,  and  ohos^  at  mi»  denth 
rather  than  oi^?itj>  refiisiDg  quarter,  though  it  was 
oflbred  them.  TweDtj-four  of  these  great  ships,  laden 
wHh  doth  and  other  Taluahle  goods,  were  takeu,  aad 
brought  hito  the  English  harbours,  and  the  rest  escaped  hj 
a  spcNBdy  flight.  To  perpetuate  the  memoir  of  tlus  victory, 
the  king  caused  UmMi  to  he  represented  on  a  gold  coin, 
standing  in  the  midst  of  a  ship  with  a  sword  drawn,  thinldng 
it  an  honour  to  hare  his  name  tranni^tted  to  postsrity  ^  as 
m  ATBiroBa  or  mbechamts. 

We  need  not  enter  into  any  ftrthsr  details,  to  show  how 
noUy  this  monardi  ainerfind  and  maintained  hb  claim  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  seas. 

No  sooner  was  the  hrsath  out  of  Edward's  body,  than 
the  French  began  to  insult  the  English  coasts.  The  Ueof 
Wight,  Portsmouth,  Dartmouth,  Plymouth,  were  in  their 
turns  attadmd,  and  nearly  destroyed.  Itbveryrsnuufable^ 
how  eariy  we  And  faniga  nations  taking  ad¥|kntage  of  any 
internal  cause  of  weakness,  to  direct  their  eflbrts  against  tkis 
maritime  superiori^  of  thb  country.  It  teadbes  us  ^ 
important  lesson,  mat  our  vigilance  ought  never  to  be 
relaxed,  to  preserve  the  navy  in  an  efficient  condition. 

Bichard  the  Second,  grandson  of  Edward,  and  son  of 
the  renowned  Black  Prino%  succeeded  while  a  minor.  He 
was  feeble  in  character,  and  unsuccessful  in  Ins  und^rtakinga. 
Under  his  reign,  we  find  the  first  mention  of  the  Scots 
having  become  at  all  formidable  by  sea.  It  is  stated  that 
Mercer,  who  is  called  a  privateer,  but  who,in  all  probafaflitv, 
was  directly  commissioned  by  the  Scottish  government,  made 
an  expedition  to  the  oast  coasts  of  Engknd  with  a  small 
squadron,  carried  off  several  vessels  from  under  the  walls  of 
fioarborough  castle,  and  afterwards,  adding  several  French 
wad  SnaniA  ships  to  his  fleet,  beeams  formidable,  and  inter- 
ruptea  greatly  the  English  commeree.  What  the  puciUn- 
nimity  of  the  Sine  permitted  to  pass  unrcsented,  was 
redreased  by  one  of  a  class  of  men,  seldom  bdnnd,  when 
pubUc  spirit  is  demanded.  John  Plii^t,  a  citiaen  and  alder- 
man of  London,  fitted  out  a  squadron  at  his  own  expense, 
gave  battle  to^  and  defeated  Meroer,  and  cleared  the  Eagiiah 
coasts  of  its  snsmies.  For  this  good  service,  he  narrowlv 
esoanad  hmty»  mmishnd  bv  Aa  jmhnnlln  Idasp^a  connciL  it 
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Id  14^3,  the  kin*:,  II^-clrv,  t^  Itj  was  ib^n  «  *.ji^wtT.  - 
rid  Joir;«  ibr  dauijLter  of  L-^-^les  kinir  uf  N\-     - .  .  wr»d 
widow  of  the  r>Like  oi  Linrtinr,     Tbr  i:.Libi:a:.:^  '.Lii 

tht-  t>..r;««.:'.r;it,'v  oi"  ihe  11^.  .f  N-nbuml'eriALi.L  uijd  c^ib^r 
iTTeii  k'rii?.  Tbi?.  b-  'W^erer.  did  n^A  remaLiL  1<.  lu:  unreTengied, 
for  the  in>wK;'jm!?  uf  l'iTiDo%^u^  bxTir^  mird  '^ui  a  sqaadron, 
ujtdLer  the  coomapd  of  William  de  \l  Ufoni,  adaund  of  the 
narrow  seas,  be  seized  forCj  sh^'^*y  lakleQ  with  iron,  oil,  soafi. 
Mad  wtoe,  aod  then  burned  the  Ujlv  ixunber  in  their  harbcwrs 
redactnff  the  towns  of  Penmarch  and  St.  Matthev,  mad 
wMli  with  fire  aod  sword,  a  great  part  d  tfae  eOMt  «C 
BrittaDT.  Admiral  de  Caastei,  who  commaoded  the  iMBj'f 
iaet,  in  the  mean  time,  attempted  to  hmd  im  ti»  Urn  uf 
Wig-ht ;  but  failii^  of  soeoeas  therc^  he  steered  for  Dmom 
•liR^wlMmactaid^  landing,  he  brisk]  T  attacked  OvtMSt^ 
b«t  wm  dsieatod  hy  the  ooontrj  militia,  with  the  k«si  of  Ibar 

asd  tm  hondml  tilM ;  among  wboM,  vfTO 
two  ether  pmat  of  distinctiMi ;  jet  hv 
Uto  Flf  ings,  Mfl  infaiK!  the  oott^  took 
to  slm  thflr  imtamte  kilnd  to  tht  Eng. 
haaaaly  hanged  di  the  §mmm  who  fell 
U  the  IBM  thn^  tha  Fiwh,  withoiC 
aaj  pqpi^tothetmty  wh«rtipghetwamlhatwoti»wp^ 
imdaithe^K^T  dT  0«fM%  Md  «l  m  mwt  «f  tvalie 
AoMMd  M|p  widi  s  ini  flf  m  hMM  sad  fofty  Mi,  to 
th»  aMifwt  of  Owia  Clhadiwr :  thM  Ihras  thmr  aMy 

hot  Iht  ImI  Bcridey  Ml 
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ject  to  a  prinoe  of  the  boose  of  France ;  at  last,  entsrlni^ 
the  port  of  Slays,  thej  found  fbnr  ships  Wing  at  anchor, 
took  three  Genoese  merchantmen,  of  a  very  Urge  siae,  at  tbe 
entrance  of  the  haTon,  though  not  without  a  gallant  resist- 
anoe ;  after  which  they  searefaed  all  the  ports  on  the  Nomaii 
coast,  and  making  descents  into  several  places,  homed  at 
least  six  and  thirty  towns ;  and  then,  with  an  immense  bootj, 
returned  in  triumph  to  Bje.  Some  mariners,  bdonginff  to 
the  port  of  Cley,  in  Norfolk*  saifing  on  the  north  coast  m  m 
stout  bark,  took,  near  Flamboroogh-head,  a  Soots  ship^ 
having  on  board  Prince  James,  Duke  of  Bothesay,  aad  heir 
apparent  to  that  crown,  to  which  he  afterwards  socoeecied, 
by  the  name  of  James  the  First.  Him,  with  his  attonrlantay 
an  Earl,  and  a  Bishop,  thej  sent  to  kin?  Henry,  at  Wmdaor, 
who  kept  him  there,  as  a  prisoner  indeed;  hot*  during  his 
Ci^rity,  used  him  in  all  respects  as  a  prince.  In  support 
of  Owen  Olendour,  the  Welsii  insurgent,  the  French  court 
sent  another  squadron  to  the  coast  of  Wales,  of  whieh  only 
thirty  arrived,  the  rest  being  taken  by  tbe  English ;  and  a 
^rt  time  after,  the  famous  Henry  Pay,  admiral  of  the 
Cinquc-ports,  surpiised  the  Rochelle  fleet,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  sail  of  merchantment,  richly  laa^imd 
took  them  all.  Tliese  exploits,  in  vesseb  belonging  to  mar- 
chants,  show,  beyond  aU  contradiction^  that  trade  in  tboat 
days  was  in  a  flonnshtng  <K>ndition. 

The  kine,  in  1407,  narrowly  escaped  the  fate  of  the  Scots 
prince.  He  had  spent  part  of  the  summer  at  Leeds  castle, 
m  Kent ;  and,  his  affairs  calling  him  into  Essex,  he  ventured 
to  sail  from  the  port  of  Queetioorough  with  only  five  ships : 
in  his  passage,  he  was  attacked  by  certain  French  privateers, 
who,  after  a  very  brisk  engagement,  took  every  vessel  but 
that  in  which  the  king  was,  and  carrie^l  them  to  their  own 
coasts.  This  taught  the  monarch,  the  necessity  of  keeping 
better  fleets  at  sea  ;  and,  thereforn,  hp  ordered  a  very  strong 
one  to  be  fitted  nut  the  noxt  vfar,  tinder  the  eoTnmand  of  the 
Earl  of  Kent,  who  effectually  scoured  the  narrow  se.i^,  and, 
when  he  had  cleared  our  own  eonsts,  stood  over  to  Brittany, 
where  bp  boldly  landed  in  tlu'  little  island  of  Briehac,  and 
there  attacked  a  town  ot  the  '-■auip  nnme,  in  which  the  pri- 
Tsteers  ha<l  takrn  shtiier,  tnnk  it  l»y  storm,  and  put  them  all 

to  ihi^  ^word  ;  )nit,  in  this  action*  reoeived  himself  a  wound^ 

which  proved  innrt.'i!. 

Henry  the  Fit'th  wa^  <lr('j)ly  atVi-ctod,  hv  whr\t  niriT  well 

be  termed  a  ina(dpesfl>  with  winch  several  of  our  most  iUaa* 
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Eng-Iiab  loDgs  have  been  tinged,  namely,  a  dedr^  to 
conqaer  France.  The  king  of  England  nerer  had  even  a 
shadow  of  a  title  to  the  throne  of  France ;  and  H  wonki 
hm  been  wiU  for  luf  mbjeets  had  he  employed  the  ener^es 
of  a  ?reat  aod  genermw  mind^  fbr  undoabtedly  inch  was  the 
niiid  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  in  improving  the  condition  of  his 
own  mbjecte  and  in  aecnring  then*  liberees,  to  which  he  wae 
oo  enemjf  raUier  than  in  carrying  war  and  devastation  into 
the  territories  of  theb  nearest  neighboorsi  who  shooid  be 
t^r  best  friends. 

Henry  himself  does  not  sfypear  to  have  been  a  aailort 
attbooghy  as  a  soldi»»  history  does  not  record  the  name  of 
aajiBaii  more  renowned  for  personal  brayery. 

The  battle  of  Agincourt  raised  the  English  fame  in  arms ; 
bnt  it  did  not  immediately  add  much  to  Henry *s  power* 
Harfletir  was  the  most  important  place  retained  b?  him  in 
the  French  territories ;  and  to  recover  it,  the  whofe  eflforts 
of  the  French  were  directed.  They  inveBted  it  both  by  sea 
and  land. 

The  place  was  gallantly  defended  by  the  Earl  of  Dorset, 
whom  the  king  had  appointed  govprnttr  there  ;  but  at  last 
he  was  brouijht  to  ?nch  straits,  that  without  relict'  it  was 
evident  the  town  must  be  l<  ?t.  Kincr  Henry  directed, 
therefore,  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men  to  be  drawn 
together,  and  having  embarked  thpm  on  board  a  fleet  of 
four  hundred  sail,  sent  them,  under  his  brother  John, 
Bake  of  Bedford,  to  attack  the  French  navy.  This  service 
be  pertormeil  with  courage  and  conduct ;  for,  having  gained 
the  advantage  <it'  the  wind,  he  attncked  the  French  with 
snch  vigour,  that  after  a  long  an<l  l)loo<iy  dispute,  he  entirely 
defeated!  them,  tfikinir  or  sinkini!:  five  hundred  sail.  Not 
long  after,  the  French  army  retired  from  before  llarfleur, 
and  the  Earl  of  Dur-et,  with  bis  garrison,  which  was  now 
reinforced,  made  exciirsion^  thi  ou«rh  Normandy.  In  1417, 
the  Earl  of  HuiilinLrdon,  bein^^  sent  to  sea  with  a  strong 

Xidron,  inet  with  tlie  uT)itt  -l  fleets  of  France  and  Oenoa, 
ch  he  lou^-ht  and  iltfe^itod,  though  they  were  much 
Fiipenor  to  him,  not  only  in  number,  but  in  the  strength  and 
Mze  uf  tlif  ir  sliip^,  taking  the  French  admiral  prisoner,  with 
lour  large  <  knotise  ship?,  and  on  board  them  a  quarter's  pay 
for  the  whole  navy,  so  trreat  in  those  days,  and  SO  weu 
Oirected,  tr)0,  was  the  Knu'-li^h  j>ower  at  sea. 

Onr  author,  in  concludin^^  liis  account  of  this  reign,  says, 
it  may  be  supposed  that  the  dominion  of  the  sea  was  fully 
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maintained  under  s*i  enteq^rising  a  prince,  and  one  who  wa5 
so  remarkabiy  je^ous  ot  his  rights;  I  "^ay,  this  might  have 
been  well  supposed,  thoagh  there  bad  Ijoen  no  express  evi* 
dence  of  it,  which,  however,  is  far  from  l  ein^  wanting. 
He  took  occa^i'tn  tu  have  his  title  and  authontv,  in  this 
respect,  mentiuned  in  the  pr  ram  hies  to  acts  of  parliiinu  r.t ; 
he  maintaine^i  str<)iiur  ><]ua(lroiis  at  >oa  and  on  the  coasts, 
huinlilod  ilII  the  maritime  powtfnj  of  Europe  in  his  time,  on 
a<  roiiru  of  the  succoiirs  they  gave  the  French,  and  therebT 
drew  great  advantage  to  nis  subjects,  ^ipecially  froin  thd 
trade  of  Flanders,  which,  by  a  close  alliance  with  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  he,  in  a  manner,  absolutely  secure<i  to  them. 
•  Yet,  for  all  this,  the  nation  ^vas  excessively  distressed,  as  well 
through  the  interruption  of  foreign  commerce,  as  by  the 
immense  taxes  levied  for  the  support  of  hia  war?*,  insomuch 
that,  in  the  eighth  year  uf  his  reign,  his  chancellor  bewailed 
to  him  in  parliament,  the  feebleness  and  poverty  of  the  people, 
and  besought  him  to  apply  the  only  remetly  which  could 
preserve  them  from  ruin,  a  speedy  peace.  All  this  he  did, 
to  obtain  his  FriMicli  dominions,  which,  in  his  son's  time,  the 
wisest  m>-n  in  England  thought  more  txpcdieiil  to  lose  than 
keep,  time  and  experience  having  always  justified  this  funda. 
mental  maxim  of  English  policy,  that  the  subjects*  wealth 
can  have  no  other  scarce  than  trade,  and  the  majesty  of  the 
crown  no  better  support  than  a  firm  trust  in  the  people's  love^ 
and,  in  consequence  of  their  extensive  commerce,  a  constanlj 
as  well  as  a  superior^  power  at  sea. 

Duriiu^  the  civil  wars  which  now  followed,  between  tbe 
homes  of  Yofic  and  Lancaster,  not  much  requires  to  he 
notkied  regarding  naval  affairs.  It  is  worthy  of  reroarl^ 
however,  thai  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  «*  kinp-making  War* 
wick,**  as  he  is  sijled,  who  exerdsed  so  mudi  mfliieiiee  darii^ 
these  dvil  win,  was  <^fly  indebted  to  his  shipping  for  the 
asoendanoy  whkb  he  gained.  He  was  Lord  High- Admiral 
of  Eneland,  aad  Gorernor  of  Cahis.  In  that  office,  he 
effhrnd  his  ^ligenee  and  his  regard  for  hia  ooiiiiti7*s  honour, 
hy  flttiiig  out  sevenl  sqnadrais  Ant  the  mihlioeemoe^lotba 
prineiMr  effieen  of  wfaieh  he  gave  saeii  inetnratiotte  as  he 
thought  proper.  Bat  seen  after  the  aeeoauBodatteahetiPSSP 
the  Yorkisto  and  their  oppoaents,  he  had  an  oppoftunity  ef 
signalizing  hiattdf  imen  the  sea  in  persoa.  Hetmring  to 
his  govemneat  of  Cahds»  wiA  thvleen  ships  nader  hii 
oomnaod,  he  feU  in  with  a  large  fleet,  helonging,  as  H  b 
laid  hj  the  historian^  to  diArat  powers^  and  partieafadir 
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tbe  i?paniarJ^,  w)io  ha' I,  before  thi^,  eommeDced  hosUiiti^ 
Bindn>i  tht  English.  Their  lading  was  very  rich,  but  their 
c  >nv.)y  much  strons^cr  than  the  force  which  the  Earl  had 
%v  1th  liini.  NotwitL>t  ail  ding  this,  he  taught  them  fur  almost 
two  ibky&j  took  SIX  of  their  largti^t  iships,  laden  with  wines 
aod  other  commodities,  to  the  value  of  upwards  of  ten 
thoosand  pounds,  kilietl  a  thousand  of  their  men,  aad 
destroved,  or  ruu  a&Uurti^  about  twe&tj-fiix  of  their  ahipA 
beiidea. 

The  Lubeckers,  who  then  made  a  preat  figure  in  European 
CCHnmerce,  happtioing  to  have  a  large  share  in  this  Meet, 
entered  a  complaint  at  the  court  of  England  against  the 
Earl  of  Warwick,  fur  this  action  ;  and  on  the  thirty-first  of 
July,  1458,  king  Henr)  appointed  commissioners  to  examine 
into  the  affair.  Warwick  had  disposed  of  the  ships  and 
cargoes  at  Calais,  to  the  great  profit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place.  And  it  is  conjectured,  that  the  Frencli  and 
Spaniard**  were  really  the  owners  of  the  rieet,  hut  that  thej 
agreed  witli  the  Lubeckers,  who  w  ere  a  neutral  power,  to 
demand  satisfaction  of  the  English  admiral.  This  actioQ| 
however,  was  far  from  being  diisagreeable  to  the  nation. 

The  whole  of  Warwick's  history  indicates  the  importance 
attached  to  the  soverdgntj  of  the  seas,  and  marks  his  popu- 
larity among  the  sailors. 

It  is  foreign  to  our  purpoee,  to  detail  the  events  which 
ensued  during  the  civil  wars,  which  ended  in  seating  Henry 
the  BeTenth  on  the  throne  of  £ngland.  That  tbe  maritime 
superiority  of  our  country  was  a  matter  of  pride  then,  as 
now,  is  shown  in  a  wodk»  ttill  preserved,  and  entitled,  ^  De 
polUia  emuenoHoa  marit.^  It  u  written  in  verse.  We 
know  not  bj  whom,  or  encUj  when  it  was  composed,  and 
jet  we  may  oome  pretty  near  the  timoy  for  it  is  said,  in  the 
dbea^  to  have  beao  eramned  and  approved  by  the  wise  haron 
of  HiiQgerford,  whidi  nobleaiaii  lost  his  hflid  ail  Salishury, 
in  1466,  bdng  the  mxA  of  Edwifd  the  Foorth:  eeoae- 
q[Qflmtly  thie  Mm  imt  bwra  bean  writte  aone  tea  bafora^ 
prcWteakMi  the  hegmmg  Aa»  haM^a  reign.  The 
&»^4^lhft  faoard  Mitrnintfliw  iMia  Itaas— *^  Bate  he* 
iiiwiiariiaiiirilfiiran  nf  IhipiianMi  nfthn  lihnl  nf  ririiiiiii 
rdtjaai».aBMtlbg  aU  B»o&a»  to  kaap  the  asa,  and 
oanalflke  KaEEowx  asa:  Aawng  what  ptdte  eeaameth 
tbcreofy  and  alao  whet  wacahip  and  aalTataon  to  EnoLkm, 
and  to  an  EMuaaionr.** 

In  this  iiiCrodiietioiiylJie  author  shows  both  the  utility  and 
the  neoanity  of  EB^and'a  piasatniMg  the  domlokm  A  the 
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'8ea»  and  tdb  vs,  thtt  the  emperor  Sigiimmidt  who  eamm 
over  hither  in  1416,  and  went  into  Fnnoe  with  Henty  the 
Filth,  edvised  him  to  keep  the  two  towns  of  Dorer  and 
Calais,  as  carefully  as  he  would  hb  two  eyes. 

It  will  heat  onoe  nnderstood,  that  dnring  the  times  of  tlw 
historj,  of  which  so  rapid  a  sketch  has  jnst  heen  giren,  • 
very  great  diTondtj  of  means  of  wariike  annojauce  were 
in  use.  In  the  earlier  times,  the  ressdb  which  were  then 
prohsA>ly  mere  galleys  impeUed  hy  means  of  oars,  were 
armed  inth  heaks  or  prows,  which  thej  fordhly  drove  against 
each  other;  their  princqMl  aim  heing  to  sink  the  enemj ; 
while  these  attacked  and  defended  with  javelins,  spears^ 
shields,  and  other  weapons,  resemhling,  in  toe  most  material 
respects,  those  used  on  shore. 

Gannons  are  supposed  to  have  been  invented  in  1880,  and 
were  need  bj  the  JSnglish  at  the  battle  of  Oressy,  in  1846. 
We  do  not  find  that  thej  were  need  at  sea  before  1877,  wlieo 
the  Venetians  employed  them  against  the  Genoese ;  and  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  English  wonM  be  long  beUnd  in 
adoptiDg  them;  yci  it  seems  they  were  not  manofiMstored  in 
England  natil  1647.  Bombs  and  mortars  were  invented  in 
1684.  The  introduction  of  these  warlike  engines,  and  of 
fire-arms  in  general,  gave  an  entire  new  character  to  the  fim 
of  war,  both  by  land  and  sea;  and  it  is  probable  that  steam 
wOl,  in  anv  fhtnre  extennve  war,  prodvce  a  still  fiuther 
chantey  at  least  in  naval  matters. 

Of  the  exact  dates  of  the  introdaction  of  vanotis  doacrip* 
tions  of  cannon,  and  of  the  consequent  changes  in  the  sise 
and  forms  of  diipsy  we  have  no  aathority  which  can  be 
entirely  relied  on. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Mtnr  TBM  UTBirtB— Oftmif  of  THB  BOTAL  VATT  Afl  A  DltriNCT 

•mncB — HBiimr  thb  siohtb— xdwabd  thb  tixTH^MAftY — 

HE  JOKll    CABOT— •BBASTIAIV  CABOT — HOWABD^tlB  JOHK 

Bern  writers  dile  what  thej  term  the  origiD  of  the  English 
DATy,  from  the  reign  of  Henrv  the  Seventh,  upon  the  ground 
that  be  was  the  first  who  boiit  and  maintained,  at  the  public 
charge,  dupe  of  war.  It  is  not  disputed,  indeed^  that  before 
this  ttm  sea  forces  of  our  kings  were  hastily  ammbled  upon 
emergencies,  were  hired  from  merchants,  and  contributed 
bj  the  then  five  principal  seaport  towns,  to  this  day  called 
the  Cinque-ports.  The  hurried  equipment  and  manning  of 
these  vessel?,  formed  the  only  dinerence  between  ships  of 
war*  and  ships  of  commerce.  The  introduction  of  canuony 
leading  to  a  great  enlargement  in  the  ?ize,  .ind  change  of  the 
form  of  ships,  contributed  to  bring  00  an  alteration  in  this 
re5j>ect,  although  even  later  than  the  time  we  speak  of,  we 
find  the  royai  ships  employed  occasionally  as  merchantmen, 
a«  in  recent  times  the  p]ast  Indiamen,  and  other  large  Oier* 
chaiit  ve--f"l5,  were  not  unprepared  for  defence. 

Our  autl)(^r  t'.  Us  us  that  llenry  laid  out  jt'l4,00u  in  the 
construction  of  a  new  ship,  calletl  The  Great  Harry,  and 
wb?^h,  properly  speaking,  was  the  Jirsf  ship  of  the  rojf^rl 
nat-y  ;  for  though  he,  as  well  as  other  prinfc^,  hired  many 
ships,  exclusive  of  those  furnished  by  the  port?*,  when  he  had 
occasion  to  transport  forcps  abroad,  yet  he  seems  to  have 
been  the  only  Vm^  who  thought  of  avoiding  tln«  inconve- 
r>i>rjcy,  by  raising  buch  a  naval  force  as  might  be  at  all 
times  sufficient  f<  «r  the  service  of  the  state ;  a  design 
worthy  f»f  bis  wisdom  to  project,  and  of  hein^  in  some 
ijgprf'*^  |M  rt'<  (  tt  il  uniL  r  tlie  iiiore  fortunate  reign  of  hispon, 

lli'iirv'-  i>ulif?y  was,  [^njiiL-iMlly  speaking,  peaceful :  but  he 
u  a-  }i«ilitic  enough  to  ki.'t.'p  liis  navy  in  a  higfily  efficiL'iit,  and, 
tikk^  iu  a  progressive  5tate>  in  order  to  prevent  the  attacks 
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of  enemies.  Henry  was  ever  anxion?  to  g-iiide  the  attention 
of  his  subjects  to  trade,  which  he  botli  himself  understood, 
and,  unlike  the  French  statesman,  who  was  told  that  the 
greatest  favour  he  could  do  to  commerce,  was  to  let  it  alone, 
knew  how  to  encourage  it.  His  long  residence  in  Bretagne 
had  given  him  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  a  much  greater 
skill  in  naval  affairs,  than  most  of  hi?  predecessors  ;  and  this 
wa.^  so  well  known,  that  eminent  seamen,  even  in  foreign 
countries,  frequently,  on  that  account,  addressed  themselve* 
to  him  for  favour  and  protection.  Nor  was  it  but  by  acci- 
dent, that  he  was  dejorivcd  of  the  glory  of  having  patronised 
CoUunbus  in  the  discovery  of  America.  That  illustri«>u« 
navigator,  disgusted  at  the  indilierence  with  which  his  pro- 
posals had  been  entertained  by  the  governments  of  Genoa 
and  Portugal,  sent  his  brother  Bartfiolomew  to  explain  hi? 
plans,  and  request  the  means  of  carrjing  them  into  eftect 
irom  Henry. 

Bartholomew,  on  his  voya^re,  was  taken  by  pirates,  and  it 
was  only  after  many  difficulties,  and  a  long  delay,  that  he 
found  liis  way  to  the  court  of  Henry.  The  kino-  liked  his 
schemes  so  well,  that  they  came  soon  to  an  aLTeemeot ;  but, 
by  a  new  series  of  cross  accidents,  he  was  prevented  from 
seeing  his  brother,  until  the  latter,  despoTiding"  of  a  reply  to 
his  communication  to  Henry,  had  concluded  an  agreement 
with  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  had  sailed  on  that  voyage  of 
discovery,  w  liieh  terminated  in  placing  the  American  iuaxids 
at  the  disposal  of  Spain.    This  was  in  1492, 

John  Cabot  was  by  birth  a  Venetian,  but  had  settled  at 
Bristol  for  the  purposes  of  trade.  This  man  was  of  an 
enterprising  spirit,  and  being  emiilonn  of  the  fame  of 
Cf  >lunihus,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  king,  with  proposals 
for  making  like  discoveries,  in  case  he  met  with  due  encour- 
agement. His  offer  was  readily  accepted ;  and  the  king,  by 
letters  patent,  dated  March  the  fifth,  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
his  reign,  granted  to  him,  by  the  name  of  John  Cabot,  citizen 
of  Venice,  and  to  his  three  sons,  Lewis,  Sebastian,  and 
Sanotiuft,  leave  to  discover  unknown  lands,  and  to  conquer 
and  settle  them,  with  many  privileges,  r^rving  to  himself 
one-fifth  ])art  of  the  profits  ;  and  w  ith  this  single  restraint, 
that  the  siiips  they  fitted  out,  should  be  obliged  to  return  to 
the  port  of  Bristol.  Though  these  letters  patent  were 
granted  in  1495,  yet  it  was  the  next  year  before  thev  pro- 
ceeded  to  set  out  any  sliips  ;  and  then  John  Cabot  had  a 
permission  from  the  king,  to  take  six  Kngliiih  ghips  in  aoj 
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of  tkie  Mesue,        I^iog*  el  Im  owa 
eeos^  a  ship  to  be  ec^tjipped  ul  Bristol :  to  tfeie  tkm 

SMTcfaenU  of  that  cItT.  ]  <>f  Iiondea,  eddt^  three-  or  f<mp 
flDiell  vcMob,  fnwj^h<iiii  with  ptvper  cnmmoditiet»  wkkk  tel 
eeiled  ni  tbe  sprtog  of  the  jeer  1497.    Osr  oU  ckreatele 

vriten,  perticoUrlj  Febian,  tell  us  of  e  very  rich  i^eaip 
whiok  John  Cabot  promised  to  datooTer ;  bat  in  this  tbej 
eeeoi  to  fluHeke  the  matter,  for  weaft  ef  therwiyiriy  Mder- 
tending  the  sobjeol  of  which  they  wmt  vriting.  J 
Cabot  wee  too  wise  e  men  to  pwlid  to  know,  before  koi 
ky  whet  ooantrr  he  ihiwild  dMeorer,  whether  isleed  or  c 
b«l  wW  he  pff«|»osed  wm,  to  find  e 
to  the  loSm ;  so  that  he  appeeie  to  heve  reasoned 
the  same  mumtir  that  Coiumbaa  did,  who  ien^gtoed  that, 
ee  Ibe  Pofftogoese,  bj  feOiog  east,  oai^  to  the  weel  oeest  of 
die  ladies,  bo  he,  by  saillDg  west,  n^^A  rmeh  their  oppowto 
share.  This,  with  his  discovering  the  island  of  Baccaloai^ 
er  New  found  land,  was  certainly  tbe  source  of  this  story. 

John  Cabot,  having  his  son  Sebastian  with  him,  sailed 
haffily  on  their  north-west  course,  till  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June,  141^7,  about  five  in  the  moraln^r.  when  they  first  dis- 
covered land,  which  John  Cabot,  lor  that  reason,  called 
Prima  VutOy  that  is,  first  seen.  Another  island,  less  than 
the  first,  he  stvled  the  island  of  8t.  Jolm,  because  it  was 
found  on  the  feist  of  St.  John  Baptist.  He  aftcTwards 
salle^i  i^wn  to  Cape  Florida,  and  then  returne<i,  with  a  ^<>c*^ 
eargro,  and  three  savage*  ^ti  l>oard,  into  En  plan  d,  where,  it 
seems,  he  was  knighted  tor  this  exploit,  since  on  the  majr  of 
his  discovpries,  drawn  >  y  his  son  Sehastian,  and  cut  by 
Clement  Adams,  which  hung  in  the  privy  gallery  at  White- 
hall, there  was  this  inscription  under  the  autbor*s  picture : 
Effigies  Beb.  Caboti,  Angli»  l  ilii  Jo.  Ceboti,  ^Vaf^iem^ 
Milttis,  Aurati,  &e. 

This  was  a  vf»ry  important  discovery  ;  sincc^,  in  truth,  it 
was  the  fir^t  tim*  the  continent  of  America  Iiad  l^een  seen; 
Columbus  being  unae<inaintf*-i  the  rewith,  till  his  last  vovaire, 
which  wan  \hf*  year  f'u;  -wmg,  win  n  he  coasted  along  a  part 
of  tin  i-tliniusol  l  ^ari'  ji.  It  i«  <  ii;»  what  strange,  that  our 
English  writers  hri\  L  "Uli\i  ri<l  thL->e  matters  so  confute<llT, 
e^r^iallv  such  as  hveil  un<K  r  th*  i*eiin»s  of  t^ueen  Kiiyabeth, 
Afini  iiDg  Jai&as  the  1:  irst*  and*  cansequeptij,  in  and  near  tha 
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time  of  Cabot^B  bod  ;  yet,  so  iDieearate  are  thdr  rdadoDe^ 
that  some  haTe  been  indueed  therebr  to  doubt,  whether  John 
Cabot  made  any  .discoveries  at  all.  The  BeTerend  Mr« 
Samuel  Purobas,  to  whose  Ubonrs  the  world  is  so  much 
indebted)  diseovers  a  good  deal  of  distaste,  that  America 
should  be  so  called,  from  Americus  V esputins ;  and  asserts^ 
that  it  ought  rather  to  be  called  Cabotiana,  or  Sebastiana : 
beoanse^  says  he,  Sebastian  Cabot  discovered  more  of  it  than 
Amei  i(  us,  or  Columbus  himself.  In  Stowe,  aod  Speed,  we 
find  this  very  discovery  ascribed  wholly  to  Sebastian, 
without  any  mention  of  his  father ;  and  vet  in  Fabiao*a 
Chronicle,  who  lived  in  those  days,  we  nave  these  two 
remarkable  passages 

•*  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  Idog  Henry  the  Seventh,  (by 
means  of  one  John  Cabot,  a  Venetian,  who  made  himself 
very  eipert  and  cunning  iu  the  knowledge  of  the  circuit  of 
the  world,  and  islands  of  the  same,  as  bv  a  sea-card,  and 
other  demonstrations  reasonable,  he  showed,)  the  king  caused 
to  man  and  victual  a  ship  at  Bristol,  to  search  for  an  island, 
which  he  said  he  knew  well  was  rich,  and  replenbhed  with 
great  commodities ;  which  ship,  thus  manned  and  victualled 
at  the  king*s  cost,  diverse  merchants  of  London  ventured  in 
her  small  stocks,  being  in  her,  as  chief  patron,  the  said 
Venetian.  And  in  the  company  of  the  said  ship,  sailed  also 
out  of  Bristol  three  or  four  small  ships,  freighted  with  slight 
and  gross  merchandises,  as  coarse  cloth,  o^s,  laces,  points, 
and  other  trifles;  and  so  departed  from  Bristol  m  the 
beginning  pf  May,  of  whom  in  this  mayor^s  time  returned 
no  tidings.** 

Under  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  same  king's  reign,  he 
tells  us,  "  There  were  brought  unto  him,*'  i  e.  Henry  the 
Seventh,  "  three  men  taken  in  the  new  found  island  :  these,'* 
says  he,  were  clotheil  in  beasts'  skins,  and  did  eat  raw 
flesh,  and  spake  such  speech,  that  no  man  could  uTnUrstand 
them,  and  in  their  demeanour  like  brute  beasts,  whom  the 
king  kept  a  time  after,  of  the  which,  about  two  years  after, 
I  saw  two,  apparelled  after  the  manner  of  Ei\^li->hmen,  in 
Westminster  palace,  winch  at  tiiat  time  1  could  not  discern 
from  Englishnien,  till  T  was  learned  wliat  they  werej  but 
as  for  speech,  I  lu  ani  none  of  them  utltT  one  word.** 

Thus  it  appears,  from  the  best  authority  that  can  be 
desired,  that  of  a  contemporary  writer,  this  discovery  was 
made  by  Sir  John  C^ahot,  the  father  of  Scl)astian  ;  and, 
indeed,  so  much  we  might  have  gatliered,  if  we  had  wanted 
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this  authority  :  for  Sebastian  Cabot  being,  as  we  shall  see 
hereafter,  alive  in  1557|  it  is  plain,  that,  at  the  time  this 
Torage  was  made,  he  could  not  be  above  twenty  years  old  ; 
when,  though  he  might  accompany  his  father,  yet  certainly 
he  was  too  yoong  to  undertake  such  an  expedition  himself. 
It  if  jrobable  imi  John  Cabot*died  in  Eogland ;  but  when 
€r  wnefe  Is  micertatii. 

CUbot  well  deserm  this  notke^as  being  the  first  who,  on 
in  «Kl«Dded  mle^  led  on  tlie  enterprise  of  Englishmen  in 
aaritime  diaooTeiT, 

Henry  the  ISgntli  ibOowed  up  the  policy  of  lue  ftliiert 
with  regard  to  nis  navy ;  but  bie  ambitiotty  his  pride^  and 
capHdoot  temper,  inYolTed  him  in  nnmerona  ware.  In  1511. 
a  fieree  eogagemenl  took  place  between  the  French  and 
Sqglish  fleeta;  and  the  SoTereign,  or  B^gent»  the  largest 
BngUsh  dnp  being  homed,  the  king  boilt  another  of  atUl 
mater  bnrdeny  called  Henrr  Grace  de  IKen,  and  by  some 
me  Great  Harry,  after  the  snip  of  the  same  name  built  by 
hia  firtfaer*  Tma  ia  said  to  have  been  the  first  Oup  whiob 
hsd  faor  masts,  the  Regent  having  had  three. 

With  the  political  and  domestie  character  ci  Henry  the 
IQfllhtb,  both  of  which  were  tyrannicali  and  the  uitter 
dstflstabie^  we  have  nothing  farther  to  do.  We  are  bonnd 
to  add,  that  the  laws  made  in  his  time^  for  the  facilitating 
snd  iopport  of  inland  naTigation,  dearly  demonstrate^  that 
the  uqmtanoe  of  large  rlTers  b^gan  to  be  nnderstood  and 
•stsaned  more^  than  dnriog  the  civil  wars,  when  publie 
wdftre  gare  way  to  private  interest.  The  Thames,  the 
Oose^  the  £1,  the  rivers  of  Soathampton,  the  Sevm,  &c.t 
were  freed  from  wears  and  other  obstructions:  on  tiie  same 
principle  an  act  passed,  for  rendering  the  river  of  Canterbury 
deeper,  in  order  to  its  becoming  navigable.  The  fllegal 
tolls  and  other  oppressive  duties  on  the  Severn,  were  sup* 
FjWftJ,  that  the  great  communication  liy  that  noble  river, 
might  be  as  free  as  possible.  The  making  of  cables  and 
other  hempen  manufactures,  which  had  been  the  priocipal 
tUy  of  BiWport  in  Dorsetshire^  was  secured  to  that  place 
by  statute.  More  than  one  law  was  passed,  to  prevent  the 
harbours  in  Devonshire  and  OomwaU  from  bemg  injured 
sad  choaked  up  by  the  stream  works  of  the  tin  mines.  An 
act  was  also  passed,  in  favour  of  the  port  of  Scarborough  s 
and  with  regard  to  Dover,  the  haven  beiQg  in  a  manner 
■poOed,  the  kii^  expended  between  sixty  and  seventy  thou* 
tend  pounds,  out  of  his  own  coffers,  in  buildiog  a  new  pier 
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and  other  necessary  worics.  But  not  to  dwell  upon  sobjecti 
thaX  might  employ  a  volume^  let  us  barely  mention  his 
founding  the  two  royal  yards  at  Woolwich  and  Deptford, 
the  cradles  of  Britain's  naval  power ;  and  his  founding  at 
the  ktter^  bis  aobk  rnanoe  gnildt  or  intKmtj,  oi  the 
Trinity. 

We  may  now,  the  English  navy  having,  as  such,  assumed 
a  national  form,  not  altogether  depending  on  the  will  of  the 
sovereign,  bring  more  prominently  forward  thp  biographies 
of  individual  Admirals,  whose  histories,  nevertheless,  cannot 
be  separated  from,  because  indeed  they  form  apart  ofp  that 
of  the  tinMS  in  which  they  lived. 

SIR  E1>WARD  HOWARD,  Lord  Hich-Admiral  of 
England^  A N I)  Knight  of  thk  mostnoiu.k  Obdke  oi  the 
Garter. — If  the  advantasze  of"  an  illustrious  descent  adds  to 
the  reputation  of  great  aehie  \  eiBents,  then  the  memory  of 
this  very  gallant  and  w  orthy  man  will  have  a  double  right  to 
our  respect.  He  was  a  second  son  of  the  noble  House  of  Nor- 
folk, and  derived,  from  tlie  example  of  his  father,  (]ualities 
which  adorn  the  hiirhest  title?,  nameiy,  untainted  loyalty, 
and  invincible  courage,  ile  began  earl^  to  show  his  incli- 
nation to  the  sea-service,  since  we  find  hmi  employed  in  the 
Flanders  expedition  in  1492,  when  king  Henry  the  Seventh 
thouirht  fit  to  assist  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  against  his 
rebellious  subjects.  The  Flemings,  naturally  a  brave 
people,  and  fond  of  freedom,  had  grown  uneasy  under  l)ie 
yoke  of  tile  Iiuuse  of  Austria,  and  under  the  comiiiand  uf 
the  Baron  de  Rav(  nstein,  bt  gan  to  tlirow  it  off.  In  order 
to  thi«j,  tliey  seized  the  town  and  harbour  of  Sluys,  from 
w  lienoe  tliey  fitted  out  abundance  of  vesseLs,  of  pretty  con- 
siderable force,  and,  uuder  colour  of  purj>uing  their  enemies, 
took  and  plundered  v  esst  is  of  all  nations,  without  distinction  ; 
and  as  the  English  trade  to  Flanders  was  then  very  exten- 
sive, the  English  hldps  sut!ered  at  least  as  much  as  any  other, 
which  was  the  true  reason  why  king  Henry,  upon  tht  iir>t 
application  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  scut  a  sijuadion  of 
twelve  sail,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  I^oynings, 
with  whom  Sir  Edward  How  ard,  then  a  very  ^oung  man, 
went  out  to  learn  the  art  of  war.  The  Duke  ot  Saxony,  in 
consequence  of  his  alliance  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
marched  with  an  army  into  Flanders,  and  besieged  Sluys 
by  land;  and  Sir  ii^dvvard  Poynings  blocked  it  up  with  his 
fleet  by  sea. 
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Tbcportwfis  defendetl  hy  twu  ^troriii' ca«?tles,  which  the 
Fleming^s,  who  had  nothing  to  trust  to  hut  force,  defended 
nith  unparalleled  ol-stiiiarT  ;  insomuch,  that  though  I'oyn- 
ings  att^icked  tht  m  constantly  every  day,  for  twenty  days 
fucc^=iive  ly,  yet  he  made  no  great  impression,  till,  at  last, 
throngh  accident,  the  bridge  of  hoats,  by  which  the  cummu- 
nication  betwe<?n  the  c^i-^tU-?  was  pre*5erved,  took  tire,  where- 
upon the  besieged  were  glad  to  surrender  their  city  to  the 
Duke  of  Saxony,  and  their  port  aiui  castles  to  the  i!<Dglish. 
In  rhi*  <»Tpedition,  Sir  Edward  was  made  a  knight,  for  his 
extra' -rili nary  bravery,  of  which  he  ^^'•avo  frequent  instances 
during  th.it  long  reign,  and  so  thoroughly  e<?tal(h.shed  hit 
repatatinn.  that  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  on  his  j-ucces^itm, 
made  choice  of  him  for  his  standard  bearer,  which,  in  those 
days,  was  cnn-idere'l  not  only  a«  a  mark  of  particular  favour, 
but  a<(  a  testiiaoojf  also  of  the  highcwt  coofidraoe  and  greAtfitt 
re^I>ect. 

in  the  fourth  year  of  the  same  reign,  ho  was  created 
Lord  High- Admiral  of  England,  and,  in  that  station,  con- 
voyed the  Marqais  of  Dorset  into  Spain.  The  Loid 
Admiral,  after  the  landinu-  of  the  forces,  j  ut  to  gea  agtun, 
and,  arrivincr  on  the  coasts  of  Bretap^tie,  landed  home  of  his 
men  about  Cuiiquet  and  Brest,  wJi  >  ravaged  the  couTitry, 
md  burned  several  of  the  Httle  towus.  Thii»  roused  the 
French,  who  began  immediately  to  fit  oot  a  great  fleet,  in 
f)rder  to  drive,  if  ptissilde,  the  English  froui  their  coasts ; 
and  a«  this  armament  was  very  extraordinary,  king  Henry 
s<iit  a  ^f[nadron  of  five  and  twenty  tali  ships,  w  hich  he 
cau^  to  ht  htted  out  under  his  own  eye,  at  Portsmouth,  to 
the  iissistance  of  the  admiral.  Amung  these  were  two 
capital  ships ;  one  called  the  Regent,  commanded  by  Sir 
Thomiki  Knevet,  master  of  the  horse  to  the  king,  aixl  thy 
other,  which  was  the  SovereiLrn,  by  Sir  Charles  BranduOy 
afterwards  Duke  of  Suftulk.  When  these  vessels  had  joined 
the  admiral,  his  deet  consisted  of  no  less  than  forty-five  sail, 
with  which  he  immediately  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy, 
who  were,  hy  tJiis  time,  ready  to  come  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Brwt.    Audio rs  differ  much  as  to  their  number. 

Our  writers  say  it  consisted  of  thirty-nine,  and  the  French 
only  of  twenty  sail ;  the  Admiral,  I'rirnauget,  was  a  brave 
man.  The  ship  he  commanded  was  called  the  Cordelier, 
which  was  so  lar^-e,  as  to  bo  able  to  cairy  twelve  hundred 
fighting  men,  exclusive  of  mariners.  At  this  time  there 
were  mne  hundred  ou  board,  and,  encouiaged  by  their  gal- 
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Innt  officer,  thev  did  their  diitv  brarelv.  Sir  Thomas 
Knevet,  in  the  Ileflrent,  which  was  a  much  less  ship^  attacked 
and  boarded  tli- m.  The  action  lasted  for  some  time  with 
equal  vigour  uii  both  sides  :  at  la^t  both  the  admirab*  ships 
took  fire,  and  burn-  i  toj2^ether,  wherein  were  lo«t  npwarat 
of  sixteen  hundred  valiant  men.  It  seems  this  aoeid^t 
struck  both  fleets  with  amazement,  so  that  thej  Mparated, 
without  fighting,  each  daiming  the  nctory*  to  which,  pro- 
bably, neither  had  a  Terj  eood  title. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  April,  Admtnl  Howard 
put  to  sea  again,  with  a  fleet  of  fbrtj-two  men  of  wiTy 
besides  BoiaU  TMels,  and  fbroed  the  Fnocfa  iito 
of  Brest,  where  iber  Ibrtified  fbeoMelTeiy  in  order  to  wait 
the  arriviil  of  m  sgoaimo  of  gallejs  from  the  Meditemiitaii* 
Sir  Edward  Howardf  having  eoondered  their  poetore^ 
reedlTed,  sinoe  it  was  impossible  to  attack  them,  to  hum  tha 
oonntrv  round  aboot,  wnich  he  aocordiqglj  performed,  in 
spite  of  all  the  care  ther  oonld  take  to  nrevtuit  it ;  and  yet 
tne  Freneh  lay  still  under  the  cover  of  their  fortifteatioQS, 
and  of  a  Ime  of  twentj*ibiir  large  holkt  lished  to^^ether, 
whUtk  thej  propDsed  to  nare  set  on  lire^  in  ease  the  English 
attempted  to  ftMroe  them  to  a  battle*  Wlule  the  admiral 
was  tons  employed,  he  had  intelligence  that  Present,  with 
the  fix  galleys  from  the  Mediterranean,  had  arriTed^  and 
taken  sUter  in  the  bay  of  Cmiqnet.  TUs  aoddent  induced 
him  to  change  hu  measores,  so  that  he  now  resdved  ftnt  to 
destroy  the  ffalle^rs,  if  possible^  and  then  retom  to  the  fleet* 
Upon  his  adVancing  to  reconnoitre  Pregsnt*s  sonadron,  ha 
found  them  at  andior  between  two  roek^  on  eacn  of  wlucfa 
stood  a  strong  fort,  and  which  was  like  to  give  him  still 
more  trouble.  They  lay  so  far  up  in  the  bay,  that  he  could 
bring  none  of  his  ships  of  force  to  engagpe  them*  The  only 
metiMd,  therefore,  of  which  he  could  think,  was  to  put  the 
bravest  of  bis  saibrs  on  board  two  gallers,  which  were  in 
his  fleet,  and  with  theee  to  Tenture  in,  and  try  what  might 
be  done  agiunst  all  six. 

This  being  rceolved  on,  he  went  liim»elf,  attended  by  Sir 
Thomas  Cheyne,  and  Sir  John  Wallop,  on  board  one  of 
fhem ;  and  sent  Lord  Ferrers,  Sir  Henry  Bherbum,  and 
Sir  William  Sidney, on  board  the  other;  and  having  a  brivk 
gale  of  wind,  sailed  directly  into  the  bay,  ^bcrp,  with  his 
own  galley,  he  attacked  the  French  admiral.  A«  soon  as 
they  were  grappled,  Sir  Edward  Howard,  followed  bysoren* 
of  tlie  braTest  of  his  sailors,  boarded  the  enemyf  and 
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were  very  gallantly  received  ;  but  it  ^  happened,  that  in  the 
midst  of  the  enga«i'ement  the  galleys  sheered  asunder,  and 
the  French,  taking  th^tt  advantage,  forced  all  the  English 
upon  their  decks  overboard,  except  one  seaman,  from  whom 
they  quickly  learned  tliat  tlio  aihniral  was  nf  th:it  number. 
Lord  Ferrers,  in  the  other  galley,  did  all  that  was  possible 
for  a  very  brave  man  to  do;  but  having  spent  all  his  shot, 
.  1  }«erceiving,  as  he  thought,  the  admiral  retire,  he  likewise 
Lt^aic  the  best  of  his  wav  out  of  the  harbour. 

0 

It  is  said,  that  Sir  Edward  Howard  having  considtred 
the  posture  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  haven  of  Brest,  and 
tLc  consequences  which  would  attend  either  defeating  or 
burning  it,  gave  notice  thereof  to  the  king,  inviting  him  to 
V>e  present  at  so  glorious  an  action,  d^iring  rather  that  the 
king  should  have  the  honour  of  destroying  the  French  naval 
furce  than  himself — a  lojal  and  g^eroos  proposition — sup- 
posing  the  honour,  not  the  danger,  too  great  for  a  subject  $ 
and,  measuring  his  matter's  eonnge  bj  bis  own,  the  only 
sundard  men  of  bis  rank  and  temper  or  mind  erer  use. 

Bat  bis  letter  being  laid  before  tbe  Council,  tbej  were 
altogedier  of  anotber  opinieiiy  conceiving  it  was  miidi  too 
great  a  basard  for  bis  majesty  to  expose  bis  person  in  sucb 
aa  enterprise;  and,  tberefore^  tbey  wrote  snarplj  to  tbe 
wdaanlf  commanding  him  not  to  send  eicnses,  out  do  bie 
duly.  Tbis,  as  it  wdl  might^iqued  bim  to  tbe  ntmostf  and 
as  it  was  Ins  arowed  maxim,  Tbait  a  seaman  nerer  did  good, 
wbo  was  not  resolnte  to  a  degree  of  madness,  so  be  toolc  a 
sadden  resohiticn  of  acting  in  tbe  manner  be  did.  Wben 
be  fowad  bis  galley  siide  away,  and  saw  tbe  danger  to  wbieb 
bo  was  eiposed,  be  toolc  bis  caain  of  gold  nobles  wbicb  bong 
ab<rat  bis  nedc,  and  bis  ^reat  sold  wnistle,  tbe  ensign  of  his 
oAce,  snd  tbrew  tbem  mto  toe  sea,  to  prerent  t&  enemy 
froin  possessing  tbe  spoils  of  an  Englisli  adndral.  Tbos 
Ml  tbe  great  Sir  Edward  Howard,  on  tbe  twenty-fifUi  of 
April,  151S,  a  sacrifice  to  bis  too  qdok  sense  of  bonoor  in 
me  service.  His  loss  was  to  tbe  manifest  and  acknow. 
lodged  dotriment  of  bis  country :  for  bis  deatb  so  dejected 
tbe  spirits  of  ha$  sailors,  tbat  the  fleet  was  obliged  to  retom 
iKNn^  whaA,  bad  be  lired,  would  not  bave  happened. 

Tbere  never,  certainly,  was  a  braver  man  Uian  this  Sir 
Edward  Howsvd}  and  be  was  very  fsr  from  being  eitber 
a  mere  soUter,  or  a  mere  s^uaian,  thou^  so  eminent  in  botb 
cbamcters :  but  be  was  what  it  became  an  Englidi  gentle, 
man  of  so  high  quality  to  be  an  able  statesman,  n  &thful 
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ooQBidlor,  and  a  free  spetlmr.  He  was  tmdj  at  all  tUBM 
to  hanrd  bii  Ufe  and  foiiuiie  in  hit  coontry'a  ^rreb  ;  and 
yet  he  was  aaainst  her  quarreliiag  on  every  slight  oocasiaii. 
Of  affainst  her  interests.  He  partaoiilarij  diwiHiaded  a 
breaen  with  the  Flemings,  for  these  wise  and  aftrong  reasona, 
that  inch  a  war  was  prejudicial  to  comaMvee  abroad ;  that 
H  dimiiiished  the  enatoms,  while  it  incveaaed  the  publio 
enMDseas  that  it  served  the  French,  by  eonatvaining  tho 
inhabitants  of  Flanders  to  deal  with  them  agiunst  their 
will  $  and  that  it  tended  to  the  pi^udiee  of  our  manufactnreSy 
bj  interrupting  our  tntemttne  with  thoae  hj  whom  they 
weie  priaeipaUy  improred, 

THOMAS  HOWAED^  Eael  of  Subret,  and  Duxs  op 
No&POLX««^Thoma8  Howard  was  the  elder  brother  of  Sir 
Edward,  and  raeceeded  him  as  Lord  HiglwAiiniMral>  Al- 
though a  man  of  great  ability,  he  was  not  so  famous  for  naval 
exploits  as  his  brother:  still  he  ably  sustained  the  reputition 
of  the  English  sailor.  He  commanded,  under  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Surrey^  the  English  army  at  the  battle  of  Flodden ; 
and,  indeed^  as  a  genenu,  was  ranked  among  the  highest  of 
his  time.  It  is  deserving  of  remark,  that  m  former  times 
we  find  the  Admiral  and  the  General  much  more  fre- 
quently combined  than  we  do  at  a  later  period.  This  can 
only  arise  from  the  circumstance  of  the  duties  required 
from  the  two  services  being  more  distinctly  circumscribed 
and  limited  :  for  we  cannot  doubt,  that  Lad  Wellington 
turned  his  attention  to  naval  tactics,  and  Nelson  been  bred 
f\  ?ol(li(?r,  the  oni.'  nii^ht  liave  !)een  the  victor  of  the  ^ile^ 
and  the  second  tlie  c'on(|ueror  of  Waterloo. 

This  Earl  of  Surrey,  having  succeeded  to  the  title  of 
Dnkc  of  Norfolk,  incurred  tlie  di.slilv-c  of  his  capricious  kin^, 
whose  lawless  lust  was  his  only  will,  and  was  thrown  into  the 
tower  and  condemned  to  death.  He  was  saved,  however, 
by  the  death  of  the  king,  who  having  lived  to  be  a  burden 
to  himself  and  a  scourge  to  his  subjects,  died  in  1547. — 
This  relief  to  suffering'-  humanity  came  too  late  to  save  the 
gallant  son  of  Norfolk,  the  poet-soUiier  l^ord  Surrey,  who 
for  ima^nary  crimes  was  ])eheadod  on  Tower  Hill  in  1547. 

Sir  William  Fitzwilliams  was  another  of  the  naval  heroes 
of  these  days,  and  was  identified  with  the  Howards  in  many 
of  their  victories,  and  was  undoubtedly  a  gallant  sailor. 
He  was  created  Earl  of  Southampton.    He  died  in  1542. 

Although  nartifti  eqdoita  hava  generally  attracted  more 
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renowTi  th^  peac  nil  *  v.  rtioiis,  fur  the  herittit  rtf  raatikmd, 
^till  oTi  ciirefal  coii -iteration  it  will  be  foun<l  that  a  hi^ 
<r|^*trre€f  "t'  couraj'-,  as  well  as  skill  and  perseveraoc€j  it 
rieuairr'i  in  th^  c  niduct  of  a  Tnvncr**  of  di«**rivf»rT. 

xliai  a  prelerence  is  given,  mi'i  i-  da"  t^  tL'^  I'-rnitTj  maj 
Isni^  ea«ilv  a^^ronnted  for.  Kelf'[>rr-t  r\ atl<>n  th»j  tir-t  law 
of  nature  ;  aod  to  th^^^-'  wh-)  exj'"-e  their  hves  \<>  th».-ir 
altaT^  a^d  their  huni*_';,  n'  *  praise  tuo  high  can  W  iriveii,  no 
Te"^  ar  i  to'i  2Teat  can  hr  ordered.  Improvement  h  th*:  second 
law  ot  tiaiurr  ;  and  to  iho^e  ^^  ho^e  lives  are  peril>»d,  and 
'\v  h  )se  energies  are  exerted  in  pointing  out  path-,  whlrli  may 
l«^d  to  the  improvement  of  the  httmau  race^  high  md«ed  u 
tiie  admiration  unicii  is  due. 

Of  voyages  >t  di -co very,  during  this  retgn,  we  tin  l  the 
foUow^ing  notice.-  ;  tlie  fir^t  of  them  referring  to  &  much 
talked  ill  snbiect — the  North-west  pa--a^^e. 

Mr.  Robert  Tiiorae,  a  merchant  <>{  Bristol,  in  the  year 
1527,  addressed  himself  to  the  king  by  a  letter,  wherein  he 
Tepi^eaeDted  what  gre^t  advantages  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
ajKi  the  kins'  of  Portugal,  drew  fruin  their  colonies,  and 
exhorted  hirn  to  undertake  discoveries  towards  the  north, 
concerning  which  he  srave  many  hints,  supf)ortpJ  by  very 
plaosihle  reasons.    The  king,  understanding  tiiat  thk>  gen- 
tiefsan  had  great  experience,  as  well  as  a  \  ery  penetrating 
judgment,  ordered  two  ships  to  be  well  manned  and  victualled 
for  this  expedition,  of  which  Mr.  Thome  himself  had  the 
direction.     One  of  the  ships  wa^  le  st,  an-i  the  other  returned 
home,  without  discovering  any  north- wf<t  passage,  though 
certainly  no  care  or  pains  were  wanting''  in  ^uch  as  were  con- 
c*:  rrje  i.     Mr.  Thorne,  th«  |iriucipai  undertakerj  wa&  after* 
Wcixdi  mayor  of  Bristol. 

In  1530,  Mr.  William  Hawkins  of  Plymouth,  father  of 
the  famous  Sir  John  Hawkins,  and  himself  esteemed  one  of 
the  ablest  seamen  of  his  time,  fitted  oot  a  stoat  tall  ship, 
says  oar  author,  at  his  own  expense,  called  the  Paul  of  Ply- 
mouth, of  the  harden  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  in 
which  he  made  three  voyages  to  the  coast  of  Braial,  tooehing 
also  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  where  he  traded  in  akves,  gold, 
and  elephants*  teeth,  openinflr  ^wrehy  theehtooel  of  that  rich 
and  extensive  oommerce^  whieli  kat  baen  ffnaa  onied  cm  in 
those  parts. 

itfoss  svoeesnai,  meugu  vwMraMB  wvd  giwnr  Bopfiy 
was  the  faoMiis  ^or^e  of  Mr.  Hora  of  Lottdoa,  a  worClij 
merdnat,  mid  mmm  the  most  rMiwrlnhlci  mm,  af  Ua  lina. 
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His  pmon  was  tall  and  graoefti],  his  knowledge  solid  moA 
extensiTe^  his  beharioiir  insinuaAiw  and  polite ;  all  which  is 
necessary  to  h6  ohseryedt  since,  by  his  disoonraes  on  the 
honour  and  profit  of  disooTeries  in  North  America,  he  liw 
spired  no  fewer  than  thirty  gentlemen,  of  family  and  fortune^ 
with  a  desire  of  sharing  in  the  fttigues  of  his  intended  voy* 
age.  They  equipjp^  two  ships,  one  called  the  Trinitj,  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  tons,  commanded  by  Mr.  Horet,  the 
other  the  Minion,  of  less  burden ;  and  on  board  these  there 
embarkedt  in  all,  one  hundred  and  twenty  ^rsons. 

They  sailed  fnm  OraTesend  on  the  thirtieth  of  April, 
1686,  and  without  any  remarkable  accident,  arrived  on  the 
ooast  of  Newfoundland,  where,  while  they  were  intent  on 
discoveries,  they  were  reduced  to  the  greatest  distress  Ibr 
want  of  food.  At  last,  when  they  were  on  the  point  of 
bein^  all  star¥ed,  a  French  ship  arrived,  well  ftmushed  with 
proTisions,  of  which  they  made  themselves  mastera,  and 
returned  therein  to  Enghuid.  Some  months  after,  arrired 
the  Frendunen,  whom  thej  had  spoiled,  and  made  a  great 
clamour  at  court  about  the  wrongs  thcj  bad  received  ;  into 
wludi  king  Henry  having  made  a  strict  inquiry,  he  was  so 
much  moved  at  the  miseries  that  the^  brave  men  bad  suA 
fared,  that  he  generously  repaid  the  French  to  their  satiafac- 
tion,  out  of  the  treasury,  and  promoted  several  of  those  who 
returned  from  this  disastrous  voyage  $  amongst  the  rest,  Mr. 
Armi^al  Wade,  who  was  many  years  after  clerk  of  the 
4X>unoil  to  himself  and  his  son  Edward  the  Sixth.  One 
thing  more  I  must  remark,  before  I  quit  this  subject,  and 
that  is,  that  the  Eeverend  Mr.  Uakluyt,  from  whom  we 
have  these  partioulars,  rode  two  hundred  miles,  in  order  te 
take  them  from  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Butts,  the  only  surviving 
person  of  those  who  had  made  this  voyage. 

The  English  commerce^  during  the  reign  of  this  prince^ 
estended  itself  very  much,  especially  towards  the  newly  dis> 
covered  lands  in  ttie  north,  to  which  by  degrees  a  regular 
trade  was  fixed,  and  in  the  Levant,  encouraged  by  the  great 
interooorse  between  the  king  and  the  two  maritime  statea  of 
lU^9  Venice  and  Genoa. 

ifdward  the  Sixth,  who  died  while  yet  n  minor,  was  as 
amiable  as  his  father  was  hateful.  His  uncles,  the  Sey- 
mours, rendered  his  reign  unhappy,  by  fkvternal  discords, 
the  protector,  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  having  promoted,  or 
at  least  concurred  in,  the  death  of  his  brother,  the  Hi^ 
Admiral  Seymour,  upon  a  very  doubtftd,  if  not  IHvok>uS| 
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dfaop*  ct  treaiortr  Bomentt  kimself  soffered  death  fbr 
nomioal  troil«an»  impated  to  him  by  the  intriguiDg  Dudley, 
J>ake  of  NardluuilMriaiid.  Amid  loeh  tnmsactioDs,  and  at 
t  time  wiian  the  attention  of  all  WM  difeeted  to  religious 
itscofl^om,  aonaegoent  to  tlie  retormatioii,  we  look  in  Tain 
for  heroic  eaqploili.  Tet  even  in  this  nign  attention  wai 
piid  to  trade  and  to  maritime  discovery ;  and  with  it  ia  inti* 
mttakf  ooniMeted  the  history  of  Seboatiaa  Cabot. 

SEBASTIAN  CABOT  was  the  son  of  Sir  JohnOabot^oT 
vbom  we  hMre  already  gi  v en  some  acconiil.  He  was  bom  at 
Bristol  about  the  year  1477.  Sebastian  was  ednoated  by  bis 
Either  in  the  study  of  those  parts  of  the  mathematics  wfaiflli 
were  then  best  iiMerstood,  especially  arithnMtiet  geooMtry, 
eosmography ;  and  by  the  time  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  he  bad  made  sefeial  trips  to  sea,  in  order  to  add  to  his 
theoretical  aotioDs  a  oompetsnt  skill  in  the  pnedeal  part  of 
aaTintion. 

Theftrst  TOjfigeof  oonseqnenoe  in  which  Bebastian  Cabot 
was  engaged,  seems  to  have  been  that  made  by  his  fath^, 
for  the  diseotery  of  the  north-west  psMge,  of  which  we 
hare  given  some  account.  This  was  in  1497,  and  cor- 
tainiy  first  taught  our  saskmen  a  passage  to  North  An^riai; 
but  whether  Sebastian  Cabot  did  not,  after  the  decease 
of  his  father,  prosecute  his  design,  and  make  a  more  perfect 
discovery  of  tbe  coasts  of  the  new  found  land,  is  doubtliiJy 
because  iocong^ons  relations  of  this  voyage  are  found  in 
Cerent  autli^rs.  For  instance,  the  celebrated  Peter 
Martyr,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Sebastian,  and 
wrote  in  a  manner  from  his  own  mouth,  says,  that  the  voy- 
age wherein  he  made  his  great  discovery  towards  the  north, 
was  performed  in  two  ships  fitted  out  at  his  own  expense ; 
"which  by  no  means  agrees  with  his  father's  expedition, 
v,h  ?r^^in  were  employed  one  stout  ship  nf  the  king's,  and 
four  belonging  U>  thu  inerLhants  of  Bristol.  Besides  this, 
an  intelligent  Spani-h  writvr,  who  is  very  exact  in  his  chro- 
nology, tells  us,  that  when  Cabot  sailed,  at  the  expense  of 
King  Henry  the  Seventh,  in  order  to  make  discoveries 
towards  the  north,  ho  pas^^ed  beyond  Cape  Labr;idor,  some- 
what more  tliari  hlty-eight  degrees  north  hititude,  then, 
turning  towards  the  west,  he  mailed  along  the  coast  to 
thirty-eight  degrees,  which  aLrr<  rs  very  well  with  our 
accounts  of  John  Cabot's  vnyaLr*  ;  but  liamusio,  the  Italian 
ac^lectoTf  who  had  the  letter  of  bebastian  Cabot  before  him 
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when  be  wrote,  speaks  of  »  yo}  age  wherein  lie  snled  bovA 
and  hj  west*  to  nsW-seren  degrees  and  aJialf,  and  wcmld 
haYe  proceeded  fSurtfier,  if  he  £id  not  been  lundered  by  a 
mtttiDy  mmoDg  liie  sailors. 

The  writers  in  those  dajjrs  had  no  predsion ;  thejr  set  down 
facts  Yery  conAuedljy  without  much  attending  to  drcam- 
stancee^m  were  stiu  less  soUcitons  about  dales,  wludi  gi^m 
those  who  come  after  them  mudi  trouble^  and  that  oftm 
without  attaining  any  certain^*  It  is,  howcYer,  probnbley 
that  Sebastian  made  more  than  one,  perhaps  mm  than  two 
Yoyagesinto  these  parts,  bYYirtueofkmg  Henrjthe  ScYenth^a 
eommisnon;  and  if  so,  ne  well  deserYcd  the  character  Sir 
William  Monson  has  giYcn  of  Urn,  and  of  his  importniit 
discoYcries,  whidi  the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  see  in  Sir 
William's  own  words,  the  authority  of  the  writer,  ftou  hie 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  subject,  bsuig  of  mucb  we^^it* 

**  To  come  to  the  particulars,'*  saYS  Gb^  ^  of  auffmentatloo 
of  our  trade,  of  our  plantations,  and  our  discoYcnes,  beesuiae 
CYery  man  sliaU  h»Ye  his  due  therein,  I  wiU  beg^  with  New* 
fonndlaod,  lying  upon  the  main  continent  of  Ameriony 
wlddi  the  Idnfi^  of  Spain  challenges  as  first  discoTerer  ;  but 
as  we  acknowledge  toe  king  of  Spain  the  first  lig^t  of  the 
west  and  south-west  parts  of  America,  so  we,  and  ali  the 
world  must  confess,  that  we  were  the  first  who  took  pnewns 
sion,  for  the  crown  of  £n^]and,  of  the  north  part  mmci, 
and  not  aboYC  two  years  difference  betwixt  the  one  and  the 
other.  And  as  the  Spaniards  haYe^  from  tiiat  day  and  yenr, 
held  their  possession  in  the  west,  so  haYC  we  done  the  like  in 
the  north  ;  and  though  there  is  no  reject,  in  comparison  of 
the  wealth  betwixt  the  countries.  Yet  England  may  bonsl, 
that  the  discovery,  from  the  year  aforesaid,  to  tfab  Ycty  daj, 
bath  afforded  the  subject  annually  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  and  increased  Uie  number  of  many  m  good 
ship,  and  mariners,  as  our  western  parts  can  witness,  bj 
thw  fishing  in  Newfoundland.  Neither  can  Spain  challenge 
a  more  natural  right  than  we  to  its  discoYSfy ;  for  In  that 
case  we  are  both  alike. 

If  we  deal  truly  with  others,  and  not  depriYO  tliem  of 
their  right,  it  is  lialy  that  must  assume  the  diBcoverr  to 
itself,  as  wdl  in  the  one  part  of  America  as  in  the  otW. 
Genoa,  and  Christopher  Uolumhus  by  name,  must  carry 
away  die  pnuse  of  it  from  Spain ;  for  Spain  had  not  that 
Yoyage  in  agitation,  or  thought  of  it,  till  Columbus  not  onlv 
proposedy  bat  acoon^iisbed  it.    The  like  may  be  saki  oif 
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Sehs-^tiin.  Cabot,  a  ^  >^r>  rian.  wh  .,  bv  his  earnest  iutercession 
to  hi  r.rj  the  Sereu::.,  Jt  cw  Lim  to  the  discov.  rv  of  New. 
fee:  ^jii.d,  and  calltHl  it  bv  the  name  ol  Hacaikio,  an  IrKii.m 
L.<^e  f<>r  fidii,  iruiii  liu^  abuudaace  of  fi&b  he  fotukd  upoa  tiif^f 
coast." 

This  shows  plainly  the  irreat  sa-aciiv  rinil  u:J  ui?.>ed  iinpiu*. 
iialitj  of  thi*  ingenious  aathar,  wla^  jM,iMt-  \vry  justlv  to 
those  advantages  which  had,  even  in  liir-  tjiiu  .  accrued  to' this 
DStion  from  these  discoveries  and  fairiv  aiscni  es  to  Italy  the 
hoDGur  of  producing  those  incomparable  per^  us  bv  whom 
they  were  made;  for,  though  he  is  a  little  nnstaken  in  the 
name,  ascribing  to  Sebastian  whut  wa^  due  to  Sir  John 
Cabot,  yet  he  is  right  as  to  the  fact,  for  Sir  J-hn  w?i«5  a  citi- 
Ben  and  native  of  Venice,  which  fully  justifies  his  eoiupliment 
to  Italj,  the  Mother  of  Science,  aiid  the  Nurse  of  the  Fine 
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It  seems  that  Cabot  had  entered  into  a  strict  correspond- 
Moa  with  Sir  Thomas  Pert,  in  Huiry  the  Eighth's  time 
▼iwi-Admir^  of  England,  who  procured  him  a  go<ui  ship 
«C  Hie  idng*s,  in  order  to  make  discoveries ;  but  it  lonk<  as 
if  he  had  now  changed  his  route,  and  intended  to  have  passed 
by  tha  MHithto  the  Eart  Indies,  for  he  sailed  first  to  Brazil, 
Iningthereof  his  purpose,  shaped  his  course  for  thp 
ofmipaiMda  and  Porto-Rico,  where  he  carried  o 
trafio^  and  then  returned,  failing  absolute!)  in  th 
dengn  npoo  whieh  he  went,  not  through  anv  want  either 
of  eoorage  or  ooodiict  in  himself,  but  from  the  fear  and 
ftnnt-heartedness  of  8br  Thomas  Pert,  his  coadjutor,  of 
vUdi  we  have  abundant  testimonj  from  the  writiugs  of  a 
person  who  lived  in  those  tunes. 

This  dissnpointnenty  In  all  probability,  miglit  dispose 
I8<bestiin  Cabot  to  leave  Ei^land,  and  to  go  over  to  Spain, 
where  be  was  tieiitod  with  yery  ereat  respect,  and  raised  as 
Ujgh  as  hb  pofesnon  would  admit,  being  declared  pilot- 
Mjor,  or  ckef  pilot  of  Spiin^  end  by  his  office  intrusted 
with  the  reviewing  ail  projects  for  discovery,  which  in  those 
were^  manjr  and  important  His  great  capacity  and 
naproved  integrity  Indnced  many  rich  merchants  to  treat 
with  bini^  in  the  jeer  1524,  in  rdatlon  to  a  voyage  to  be 
wwhrtaken  at  theb  expense,  by  the  newly.fonnd*  passage  of 
Magdlanp  to  the  Moloecos,  which  at  length  he  accepted, 
nd  of  wliich  we  have  a  deer  eocoont  in  the  writings  of  the 
Bpanirii  historian  Henrara. 
He  sailed^  sevs  hs^  about  the  beginning  of  April,  1525. 
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iirf^t  to  the  Canaries,  th^n  to  the  islands  of  Ca[ie  Verde, 
thencu  tu  Cape  St.  Augustine,  and  the  island  of  Pato^,  and 
near  the  bay  of  All- Saints  he  met  a  French  ship.  He  was 
said  to  have  managed  but  indiscreetly,  as  wanting  provisioDs 
when  he  came  to  ttie  said  island ;  but  there  the  Indians  were 
very  kind,  and  supplied  him  with  provisions  for  all  his  ships ; 
but  he  requited  them  very  indifferently,  carrying  away  with 
him  by  force  four  sons  of  the  principal  men.  Thence  he 
proceeded  to  the  river  of  Plate,  having  left  ashore  on  a  desert 
island  Martin  Mendez,  his  Vice-Admiral,  Captain  Francis 
de  Biojas,  and  Michael  de  Bodasi  because  they  censured  his 
xnanajB^ment ;  and,  in  conclasion,  he  w&at  not  to  the  Spiee- 
islaiuu,  as  well  because  he  had  not  povisioiis,  as  by  reason 
thai  tibe  men  would  not  sail  under  bunt  Hearing  bis  conduct 
of  the  yesael  in  the  Straits.  He  sifled  up  the  riTer  La 
Plata,  and  about  thirty  leagues  aboTe  the  mouth,  found  an 
island  which  he  called  St.  Oabriel,  about  a  league  in  con* 
pass,  and  half  a  league  from  the  contment  towards  BraaL 
There  he  andiored,and  rowing  with  the  beats  three  leagues 
higher,  discovered  a  river  be  called  Sam  Sahfodor,  rmj 
deep,  and  a  safe  harbour  for  the  ships  on  the  same  ttde, 
whither  he  brought  up  his  Teasels  and  unloaded  then, 
because  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  there  was  not  much 
water.  Having  built  a  fort,  and  left  some  men  in  it,  he 
resolved  to  proceed  up  that  river  with  boats  and  a  flat* 
bottom  oaravd,  in  order  to  make  discoveries,  thinking  that 
although  be  did  not  pass  through  the  Straits  to  the  Spice 
islands,  his  voyage  would  not  be  altogether  fruitless. 

He  thence  diMovered  the  shores  of  the  river  La  Plata, 
where  he  found  many  islands  and  rivers,  and,  keeping  along 
the  greatest  stream,  at  the  end  of  two  hundred  leagues, 
came  to  another  river,  to  whidi  the  Ladians  gave  the  name 
of  Paraguay,  and  left  the  great  river  on  the  right,  thinldDig 
it  bent  towmb  the  coast  of  Brasil,  and  running  up  thirfy- 
four  leagues,  found  peoi^e  tilling  the  ground,  a  thing  wbioi 
in  those  parts  he  had  not  sem  before.  There  he  met  with 
so  much  opposition,  that  he  advanced  no  farther,  but  killed 
many  Induuis,  and  they  slew  twenty-five  of  his  Spaniards. 

In  the  beginning  of  kin^  Edward's  reign,  this  eminent 
seaman,  having  left  the  service  of  Spmn,  was  introduced  to 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  then  Lord-Protector,  with  whom  he 
was  in  great  favour,  and  by  whom  he  was  made  known  to 
the  king,  who  took  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  his  conversa- 
tion, bmg  much  better  versed  m  the  studies  to  which  Oabot 
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hiJ  applied  Lii^iselt,  th:i:i  could  have  been  expected,  for  he 
koew  not  only  all  the  portf  ar  1  havens  in  this  i^jland  and  in 
Ireland,  but  also  iha^e  in  France,  their  shape,  Tr»ethod  of 
entering-,  conven:pnr*^«  nnrl  inconveniences,  and,  in  short, 
ct>uld  answer  any  question  ahont  them  that  a  «'\'!or  o^)uld 
Msk.  We  net?d  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  wiih  such  a 
prrrjce.  Cabot  was  in  high  esteem,  or  that  in  his  favour  a 
new  oiSee  should  be  erected,  ♦^^uivalent  to  that  which  he  had 
enjojed  in  Spain,  toirether  with  a  pensi<jn  of  one  hundrt-^l 
and  *ixtT-six  pounds  thi'^een  shillings  and  fourpence,  whi^h 
we  find  granted  to  him  by  letters  patent,  dateil  Januarv  *i, 
1549,  in  the  second  year  of  that  king's  rei.rn,  by  a  spt^ial 
e!aTi«e,  in  which  patent  this  arsnuity  is  made  to  commence 
from  the  Michaelmas  preceding.  He  continue^l  tliencefor- 
ward  highly  io  the  king's  faroor^  aDd  was  ooDsolted  upon  ail 
matters  relating  to  trade. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1552,  the  king  granttni  a  licen«^, 
toother  w  ith  letter**  '»f  site  conduct,  to  such  pers<m<  as 
should  embark  f'li  I  ■  arJ  thr.  -  ^hip**,  to  be  employed  for  the 
di«roTer>-  of  a  |.  ussa^^e  by  the  north  to  the  East  Indie??. 
Sebastian  Cabot  \va«  at  that  time  e«^vfrnor  of  the  company 
of  merchant  adventurer-  \^ho><r  advice  this  enterpri-^e 
was  undertaken,  and  bv  whose  interest  this  countenance  from 
the  ctmrt  was  procured.  The  accounts  we  have  of  this 
matter  differ  widely,  but  as  I  observe  there  is  a  variation  in 
the  dat«^  of  a  whole  year,  so  1  am  apt  to  believe  that  there 
must  have  been  two  distinct  undertakincr*,  one  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  court,  which  did  not  take  efrt*ct, 
and  the  other  by  a  joint-«5tM<  k  -  i  the  merchants,  which  did. 
When  this  matter  was  hi\^t  jrujo^ed,  the  king  Unit  two 
ships,  the  Primrose  and  the  ^loon.  to  Barnes,  Lord  Mayor 
of  iiondor*,  and  Mr.  (rarret,  on-  <>t  the  sheriffs;  Mr.  York 
and  Btr.  Wyndham,  two  \h-j  a  ls  ^Mitiirers,  giving  bintd  t<> 
the  king  to  deliver  two  ship.'*  oi  like  burden,  and  in  good 
condition,  at  midsummer,  1 554.  In  considerati  'n  cil-  •  of  the 
expeiisc;  and  trouble  of  Srl  a-tian  Cabot^  bis  Majesty  made 
him  a  present  i  t  two  hundred  pounds. 

A  year  afterwards  this  grand  undertaking  wa«:  brought  to 
hear,  and  thereupon  Sebastian  Cabot  delivere<l  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief those  directions  by  which  he  was  to  regu- 
late his  conduct,  tbi  title  of  which  ran  tlius: — "  Or«iiiiances, 
inUnictions,  and  advertiseuKnta.  ut.  ai  d  lor  the  direction  of 
the  intended  vovage  for  Cathay,  compiled,  made,  and  dt  liv- 
ertsd  bj  the  J^tignt  Worshipful  Sebastian  Cabot^  jb^sq.. 
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goTmor  of  the  mysterj  «id  company  of  merdumt  adTao- 
tnren  for  the  diaooTory  of  regions,  dominionsy  iriandb»  and 
places  anknowDf  tbe  nintb  of  May,  in  tfie  jeer  of  our  Lord 
Qodf  l&SB.*^  This  ehowe  how  greet  e  trast  wee  reooeed 
m  this  geDtlemen  by  the  government  end  bj  the  merciiaiiits 
of  En^endi  and  the  inetmotions  themselyesy  which  we  etfll 
hare  entire»  ere  the  dearest  proofs  of  his  sagacity  and  pene- 
tration; and  the  fullest  jnstincation  of  such  as  repoeed  their 
trust  in  Urn, 

Many  have  surmised  that  he  was  a  knight,  whence  we 
often  find  him  styled  Sir  Sebestien ;  but  the  very>title  of  those 
instructions  I  have  cited  proves  the  contrary,  as  aleo  the 
charter  granted  by  Idng  Philip  and  queen  Jdarr,  in  the 
first  year  of  their  rmgn,  to  the  merohentM  of  Buesiay  stnos 
styled  the  Russia  Company,  whereby  Sebestien  Oabota  is 
made  governor  ibr  life,  on  account  of  his  being  principally 
concenied  in  fitting  out  the  first  ships  employed  in  that 
trade;  but  so  fer  mm  hmg  styled  knigbt,  uiat  he  ie  ceDed 
only  Sebastian  Gabote,  without  any  distinction  et  all«  In- 
deed, he  is  styled  Sebastian  Cabot,  Esq.,  in  the  letters  patsot, 
beering  date  at  St.  Jemes%  November  27,  1565,  in  tbe 
second  and  tlurd  years  of  Philip  and  Meiy,  wherein  their 
Mi^esties  are  pleaied  to  grant  bun  an  annuily  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  pounds,  thirteen  shiUinss  and  fenrpenes 
during  his  natural  life;  as  he  also  is  in  toe  letters  patent^ 
dated  at  Westmmster,  May  29, 1557,  the  third  and  firaith 
of  the  same  reign,  when  these  princse  were  pleesed  to  permit 
him  to  surrender  the  former  patent,  and  as  a  rewerd  for  his 
great  merit,  to  ^prant  him  the  like  annuity  as  befm^  not 
only  during  his  hfe,  but  also  to  continue  the  same  to  Williani 
Worthington,  Esq.,  a  friend  no  doubt  of  Cabot's,  for  Ini 
natural  life  likewise.   After  this  we  find  him  very  active  in 
the  affairs  of  the  companv,  in  the  year  1556,  and  in  t|^ 
journal  of  Mr.  Stephen  Burroughs,  it  is  observed,  that  on 
the  27th  of  April  tnat  year  he  went  down  to  Qravceonj, 
end  there  went  on  board  the  Serch-tbrift,  a  small  vessel 
fitted  out  under  the  command  of  the  setd  Burroughs  for 
Russia,  where  he  gave  generously  to  the  saflors,  and  on  bis 
return  to  Gravesend  he  extended  his  alms  very  liberally  to 
the  poor,  desiring  them  to  pray  for  the  success  of  this  voyage. 
We  find  it  also  remarked,  that  upon  liis  coming  back  to 
Gravesend,  he  caused  a  grand  entertmnment  to     made  st 
the  sign  of  the  Christopher,  where,  seys  Mr.  Bnmmghs, 
for  the  very  joy  he  had  to  see  the  towardnesa  of  our  intei^ 
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discovery,  be-  entered  into  the  dance  himself.  This,  eicept 
the  renewing  his  patent,  is  the  last  circumstance  relmting'  to 
CAbot  thai  1  can  meet  with  anvwhere:  and  as  it  is  certain 
that  a  person  of  hi^  tf^mper  could  not  havp  been  idle,  or  his 
action*  remain  in  ob>curity ;  so  I  look  upuii  it  as  certain, 
thai  li'i  1  «ome  time  in  the  next  year,  when,  if  not  fottT 
ioore,  L-  ^\a>  ;it  lea-^t  much  upwari]-      <r\  v\ny. 

Tie  wa^  un-ni'  -ti-jnahiv  one  ui  the  im  ^  extraA^rJinarv 
m*^n  of  the  nj^-  hi  wl.jf.h  he  lived,  and  by  las  caparity  and 
iQiiiLrtrv,  contributed  n  n  :i  iittS'  to  the  service  ol  iiiiiiikind 
in  geiier.i],  :i-  wdi  as  of  tliib  iviiigduiii;  f^>r  he  it  wa<<  who 
first  took  notice  of  the  variation  of  the  c-'iapass,  whii  h  of 
soch  migfatj  conse<|u« nee  in  naviiratl.ju,  and  coiu rrniiTar 
which  the  learned  have  busi^  iheaiseivea  iu  tbeir  in^uuies 


QUKEN  MAHY  the  First  has  not  eariK  tl  Tt  lurseh  auy 
Terv  enviable  character  in  history.  She  was  a  w .  ;ik-minded 
woniAn.  and  permitted  her  judgment  to  be  pcr\  erted,  aud 
her  ht^ari  harJentd  bj  a  cruel  superstition,  iniiM»sed  upon 
her  by  designing  persons,  who  hoped  tiirough  her  means  to 
rtsstore  the  influence  of  the  Romish  priesthood,  abolished  bj 
her  father,  whose  name  is  redeemed  from  uiu verbal  iufam/ 
by  th*iri  abolition  alone. 

In  pursuance  of  her  darling  object,  that  of  restorinsr  the 
papal  power,  Mary  accepted  the  offer  of  a  matrimonial  al- 
liance with  Philip,  son  uf  Charles  the  Fifth,  emperor  of 
Germany,  and  king  of  Spain,  one  of  the  most  politic  and 
sueces'^iul  princess  of  modern  history,  yet  devoid  of  every 
spaxk  of  noble  and  g-enerous  feeling.    Philip  inherited  from 
his  father  nothiug  but  his  bi^fotry  and  his  kintrdoms,  and  his 
onlv  object  in  marrying  the  i^ueen  of  England,  who  was 
liiuch  his  senior,  and  whom  he  seems  never  to  have  loved, 
was  to  bring  back  that  kingdom  to  the  Catholic  religion. 
This  unfortunate  alliance  had  considerable  influence  upon 
our  naval  history.    Our  author  tells  us  that  the  queen  caused 
a  fleet  of  twenty-eiffht  sail  to  be  equipped,  the  command  of 
which  she  gave  to  Uie  Lord  William  Howard,  created  baron 
of  Effingfarai  in  the  first  year  of  her  reign,  and  Lord  Hi^h- 
Adminu.    He  was  sent  to  sea  under  pretence  of  g^uarding 
the  coast,  but  in  reality  his  squadron  was  designed  to  escort 
prinee  Philip,  which  was,  however,  a  needlMS  care^  sinoe 
bis  own  ieel  consisted  of  a  hundred  and  siicty  sail.  With 
naral  force  he  entered  the  narrow  seas,  his  Admiral  car- 
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ryiDg  the  Spanish  flag  in  his  main-top,  a  HUmg  wlddi  gare 
sadi  offbioe  to  the  gallant  Admiral  of  EngUuK^  that  be 
sainted  him  with  a  shot ,  and  ohUged  him  to  take  in  hk  oolons 
hefore  he  would  make  his  oompliments  to  the  prinoe— « 
dreimiitaoce  wivthj  of  immwial  yemembraDo^  and  one 
would  think,  too,  of  imitation. 

Had  the  allianoe  between  Spain  and  Sngknd  ai  tUa  pe- 
riod hem  troljr  national,  and  not  merelj  personal  between 
the  two  sorereigns,  meet  important  oonseqnenoes  to  Eorope 
might  have  been  the  results.  Both  eonntries  were  at  war 
witn  France;  but  instead  of  aTaUjng  themtelTes  of  mutual 
support  affainst  that  power,  their  jealousies,  duefly  founded 
on  the  difference  In  religioos,  rendered  any  eneere  allianee 
imprsotioable.  liaiy  died  in  1568,  worn  out  bj  bodilT 
disease  and  mental  distress  acting  and  reacting  upon  ea<a 
other. 

Voyages  of  disoorery  were  not  likely  to  be  undertaken 
with  much  spirit  under  the  circumstances  inevitable  attend- 
ant  upon  so  unhappy  a  reign.  Nerertheiess  we  find  that  one 
attempt  at  least  was  made  to  discoTer  the  passage  to  the  north 
hj  the  East  Indies.  It  was  in  this  rdgn  also  that  our  mer* 
iwants  began  to  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Bus* 
sian  territories.  A  companj  was  established  for  carry  ing 
on  the  trade  with  that  countrTf  and  the  roprceentative  m 
the  Oaar  of  Iffosoovr  was  publicly  received  at  London  bj 
Mary  and  Philip.  Owing  to  the  immense  riches  derired 
from  the  possession  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  Bpiun  might,  at 
the  perioa  of  which  we  now  speak,  be justly  deemted  the 
most  powerfbl  nation  of  Europe,  and  Philip,  either  ftcm 
complaisance  towards  hb  queen,  or  from  a  more  subtQe  mo- 
tive, permitted  the  English  to  share  in  the  faTOur  which 
Spain  enjoyed  in  foreign  ports.  Events  lead  us  to  believe 
that  Philip  entertained  the  design  of  reeondling  England  to 
the  Holy  See,  and  of  adding  to  his  already  extensive  domin« 
ions.  The  fate  of  his  Armada  in  the  subsequent  reign 
dissipated  this  vision;  in  the  meantime^  the  Eni^ishtXMS 
benefited  by  his  influence. 

-One  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  these  tim^  raised 
himself  first  into  rank  and  fame  by  his  abilities  and  bravery 
as  a  seaman,  although  he  afterwards  rendered  his  fame  a 
bad  one  by  his  unpnnoipled  ambition.  He  forf(nted  his  life 
by  his  rebellion  upon  the  acoession  of  Mary;  buta  verpr  brief 
notice  of  him  may  not  be  out  of  place  in  connexion  with  her 
reign. 
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BIB  JOHN  DUDLBT,  avtbbvaeds  YncomiT  1mm» 
Bau  or  Waevick,  Am  Dm  or  NoaramnBELAMo. — 
Tltb  niirifig  amy  mi  of  Ednmod  Ihidlej,  «d  mmol 
Iwmjwt  and  staieuan,  wm  born  m  1502,  sod  was  about 
Mbt  TMrs  of  age  at  the  timo  of  hb  fidhtr*i  rtoputioii  for 
a&Kod  tnMNNi.  In  IMl,  an  act  wm  poited,  bj  wUeh  the 
ill  ■■■idiir  of  Ednwmd  Dniflej  was  rerened,  and  JofaD  I>iid- 
tiio  loHf  wee  rcetorad  in  bloody  in  ooneeovienoe  of  which 
he  inberiled  n  large  property  wUdi  bad  been  left  hw  hm 
firther.  Whfle  he  was  tci  v  voang  he  attended  the  Dnse  of 
BattoOg  m  an  eapedition  to  Franoe^  wlMre»€ii  aeeoont  of  hii 
callaatnr  and  herouin,  he  obtained  the  hononr  of  kokfbt* 
hood.  He  waa  afterwarda  patronieed  bj  Cardinal  W&ej 
and  Ijord  CromwelL  When  Ladj  Anno  Olerei  arrired  in 
England^  Dadbj  waa  nuide  Maeter  of  the  Hone  to  the 
intended  ^oeeo.  He  was  also  appointed  Mastsr  of  the 
Armoory  in  the  Tower.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1589»  he  was 
the frst  of  themad chaUengeri  in  the  trinm^^ 
nMBtaheldat  Weetminsteryin  whiGh  he  anpearsd  with  grsat 
nagniiioence^and  acted  his  part  iwth  nwA  spirit>  In  1542, 
he  was,  b j  letters  natent,  raised  to  the  digpitf  of  Visooont 
Idd%  a  tide  which  belonged  to  Us  nodier  in  her  own  right; 
at  the  neat  f^iral  of  49t.  Oeofge  he  waa  elected  Knigbt  of 
^Garter.  This  was  soon  after  Mlowedbj  a  ninch  Higher 
inslanoe  of  the  king's  tmst  and  confldence;  for  his  Majesty, 


Lord  Admiral  of  England  for  life,  tin  had,  profiiNMlj  to 
this,  distinguished  himself  in  the  naTal  serrioe  of  1^  ooon- 
ttff  and  had,  in  particular,  been  engaged  with  the  Admiral,* 
a  ship  of  ShijSy  which  he  boarded  and  took,  fighting  her 
ship  to  ship.  In  the  year  1544,  he  sailed  as  Lord  itigh- 
Amniral  of  England,' with  a  fleet  of  two  hnndred  sail,  in 
order  to  inrade  Scotland.  The  troops  were  landed  aVnot 
fonr  miles  from  Leith,  whence  thej  marched  to  £din* 
T  il".'!;,  the  Lord  Admiral  commaDdlng  the  vanguard,  and 
the  Earl  of  Hertford  the  main.  In  Scotland  tbej  did  a 
mat  deal  of  mischief,  scooring  the  coasts,  burning  some  of 
tne  towns,  and  destroying  all  the  vessels  that  came  witMn 
their  reach.  From  Scotland,  the  Admiral  proceeded  to 
aiBst  the  king  in  hie  enterprise  at  Bonlogne^andTcrjmndi 

*  From  the  st^le  of  the  old  writers,  there  is  some  room  for 
doubt  whether  this  was  a  ship  named  "  The  Admital,"  or  whether 
it  was  the  Admiial*s  ship. 


on  aoemint  of  his  abifitiee  and 
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contributed  to  the  capture  of  that  place,  of  which,  a 
reward  for  his  services,  he  was  appointed  g-overnor.  In 
1546,  he  was  appointed  liieutenant- General  and  commands  r 
at  sea,  and  with  a  vcrv  inferior  force,  not  only  fru>t rated 
an  intended  invasion  by  tliu  French,  bat,  in  return,  carried 
the  alarm  to  tluir  coasts,  which  is  thus  related:  —  The 
French  monarch  beinp  much  vexed  at  the  loss  of  Boulog-ne, 
hired  from  several  of  the  Italian  powers,  at  a  great  expense, 
a  considerable  number  of  ships,  and  having  assembled  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  sail,  besides  galleys,  gave  the  com- 
mand  of  this  fleet  to  Annebault,  admiral  of  France,  in  hopes 
of  recovering  Boulogne,  and  idso  with  a  design  of  making 
some  attempts  on  the  English  coasts.  Between  Aldemej 
and  Guernsey,  their  galleys  attacked  the  English  Lord 
Admiral,  Lisle,  who  htA  then  but  a  small  squadron  with 
him,  and  they  made  every  ezertioD  to  take  his  own  8hii|H  hot 
he  defended  nimself  so  weU  agdnst  eighteen  of  their  Teeeds 
at  once,  that  they  were  glad  to  retire.  At  lengthy  the 
whole  French  fleet  appeured  before  St.  Helen's,  and  making 
a  show  of  attmptinff  something  npon  the  coast,  the  Lora 
Admiral  adyanced,  his  fleet  consisting  of  sixt^  sail;  but, 
after  exchao^g  some  shot,  the  French  retired.  The 
English  fleet  being  then  reinforced,  and  haying  taken  acme 
tro^  on  hoard,  offered  the  French  battle  again,  whieh 
they  accepted,  and  a  sharp  engagement  enan«i  for  two 
hours,  till  night  parted  the  two  fleets,  when  the  French 
retired  to  Hayre  de  Grace,  and  appeaMd  no  more.  The 
English  Admiral,  howeyer,  soon  after  paid  a  yisit  to  the 
coast  of  Franoe,  and  landing  nx  thousand  men  at  Trefiort, 
burned  the  town  and  abbey,  with  thirty  ships  whidi  were  in 
the  harbour,  all  which  he  did  with  the  loss  of  fourteen  men 
only,  and  then  returned  ynth  his  fleet  to  England. 

Visoonnt  Lisle  was  one  of  the  commisnoners  who  recehred 
the  oath  of  Frauds  on  the  peace,  and  who  made  a  settle* 
meot  of  the  army  acconnts;  for  these  and  other  Important 
seryices,  he  was  amply  rewarded  by  grants  of  church  lands, 
which  relieyed  him  from  the  embairassment  which  his  ex- 
trayagance  had  occasioned.  By  the  last  will  of  Henrr  the 
Eightn  he  was  nominated  one  of  the  sixteen  to  whom  the 
goyemment  of  the  country  iras  committed  during  themi^ 
nority  of  Edward  tlMi  Sixtn.  In  the  year  1547,  he  re^fned 
his  post  of  High-Admhnd,  and  was,  on  the  same  day,  created 
Earl  of  Warwick»  irith  a  grant  of  the  castle  and  manor  of 
Warwick. 
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We  do  not  find  that  after  this  the  Ear!  of  Warwick  took 
anv  part  in  the  naral  c<jncerns  of  his  countrr.     We  «hal!, 
therefore,  give  only  a  very  bri^^f  al  ^Tact  of  the  5ubse<^uent 
ei^ent^  of  his  life,    ile  contmue-d  lu  ascend  in  the  scale  of 
prcferTii.      and  was  ?n€t*es5iTelv  created  Lord  Steward  of 
the  HuuseholJ,  Ear!  Mar^lial  <*{  Eoglaod,  and  in  Octrkber 
1551,  he  obtaineti  the  title  of  Duke  of  Nonhuniberlaiid. 
Tilt;  Duke  of  Somerset  had  long  been  Dudley's  riTal:  tbe 
jouDg  king  Edward  was  anxiou?  to  unite  them,  by  pro- 
poiiing  a  marriaire  btriween  Dudley's  eldest  son  and  the 
d&aghter  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  which  took  place.  The 
reeoncili-it i'v^  was  of  verv  siiori  Juration:  the  ambitious 
Diik   '>t  Nortliumberland  felt  that  he  could  rise  no  hi^rber 
but  bv  the  fall  of  his  rival.    This  he  effec*ted :  and  to  ins 
discrraee  and  that  of  the  age,  .Somerset  was  eiecuied  in 
January,  1552,  his  enemy  having  sat  :l>    ne  of  the  judires 
on  this  bloo^iv  (»ce;k-ion.     He  I^mI  n«^i'.v  4t:i:>iirr  to  pnr?ue  his 
ambitious  projects:  he  procured  a  iiiiirriaLre  between  his  son 
and  Ladv  Jane  Grov,  a  branch  of  the  roval  familv,  and  then 
int!ueneed  the  king  to  net  aside  the  succession  of  his  sisters, 
Marj  and  Elizabeth,  and  to  bequeatii  tiie  crown  to  his 
dausrbter-in-law,    Lady  Jane.      This,  which  be  boped 
wouid  raise  him  to  the  highest  point  of  honour,  caused  his 
downfall.     On  the  demise  of  the  king,  he  cause*!  his  dai;^'h- 
ter-iu-law  to  be  proclaimed  queen,  but  tbe  people  united 
for  Mary,  and  fixed  the  crown  \i\K)n  her  head.  North- 
umberland was  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  with  the 
bope  of  obtaining  a  pardon,  he  cunformed  to  tLc  U 
Catholic  religion.    Mercy,  however,  was  not  among  the 
attributes  of  the  queen;  the  Duku  had  resisted  her  power 
iuiuited  her  authority,  and  she  determined  he  should 
pay  the  penalty  of  his  life.    He  submitted  to  his  fate  with 
composure,  and  was  beheaded  August  22,  1553,  leafii^ 
beh  in  1  him  «ieveral  children,  of  whom  Guilford  Dudley,  and 
the  aau^ble  Lady  Jane,  sutfered  for  hid  guilty  ambition. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


RBIOK  OF  BLIZABETH — HER  PRECAUTIONS  TO  RESTORE  HER  FLEET 
-^HB  SPANISH  ARMADA — HOWARD  OF  BFPINGHAM — EARL  OF 
ESSEX — SIR  JOHN  HAWKINS — SIR  FRANCIS  DRAKE — SIR  MARTIM 
FRODISHER — ^BARL  OF  CUKBBRLAND — SIR  ROBERT  D1IDLCT— SIR 
RICHARD  ORBNVILLB — JAMBS  LANCASTER. 

Elizabbtb,  wbo  ascended  the  throne  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  found  her  kingdom  beset  with  dangers  and  difficulties 
which  her  courage  and  talents  alone  enabled  her  to  overcome. 
One  of  the  first  measures  which  her  prudence  dictated  was 
to  attempt  to  restore  the  naval  superiority  of  the  country, 
which,  as  we  have  stated^  had  been  much  impaired  daring 
the  preceding  reign. 

Having  made  an  order  in  council,  in  the  preamble  of 
which  it  was  recited  that  the  distresses  of  the  kingdom  were 
chiefly  owing  to  the  influence  of  foreign  advice  m  the  late 
reigiiy  the  queen  declared  that  she  was  an  independent  and 
free  princess  and  meant  so  to  act,  without  any  farther 
Rpplieations  to  Spain  than  the  concerns  of  her  people  abso* 
lately  required. 

On  the  21st  of  November,  when  she  had  worn  the  crown 
bat  three  days,  she  sent  orders  to  Vice-Admiral  Malyni  to 
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draw  together  as  many  shi^is  as  he  coukl  Tor  the  defence  of 
the  narrow  seas,  and  lor  preventing,  likewise,  all  persuiH 
from  entering  into,  or  passing  out  of  the  kingdom  without 
lioensp,  wliich  he  performed  so  strictly,  that  in  a  short  time 
the  Council  eru  forced  to  relax  their  orders,  nwl  to  sia'nify 
to  the  warden  of  the  Cinqne-ports  that  the  i^ueen  meant  not 
to  imprison  her  subject.*,  but  that  persons  might  pass  and 
repass  about  their  iaw  lul  concerns.  With  like  diligence, 
provision  was  made  for  the  security  of  Dover,  i^ortsmouth, 
and  the  Isle  of  Wi^^^ht,  so  that  by  thu  end  of  the  year  the 
juugdoni  was  out  of  all  danger  from  any  sudden  insult,  and 
the  queen  at  leisure  to  consider  how  she  might  farther 
strengtben  if,  so  as  to  render  all  the  projects  of  her  enemies 
abortive. 

A  strict  legal  irKjuit^  was  made  into  the  loss  of  Calais 
hi  the  late  reitrn.  Lord  Wentworth,  on  whom  many  asper- 
sions Lai  fallen,  was  fairly  tried  and  honourably  acquit- 
ted by  his  peers,  but  the  Captain's  Chamberlain  and  Ilar- 
leston  were  condemned,  though  the  queen  thought  fit  to 
pardon  them.  As  for  Lord  Grey,  his  gallant  defence  of 
the  fortress,  wherein  he  was  governor,  exempted  him  from 
any  prosecution  j  instead  of  which,  he  was  appointed  euia- 
mander-in-chief  of  the  forces  that  were  to  march  into 
Scotland,  on  a  new  war  with  that  kingdom.  The  Heet  was 
commanded  by  Admiral  Winter,  who  sailed  up  the  Frith  of 
Forth,  blocked  up  Leith  by  sea,  while  the  army  of  the  Scotn 
Lords,  and  the  English  aiualiaries  ludar  Lord  Grey,  b^eged 
it  by  land,  and  in  a  very  short  roaoe  forced  the  French  garri- 
son to  capitolate,  whereby  all  toe  designs  of  France  on  that 
side  were  mtirely  broken,  mud  the  qneen  left  to  look  to  her 
own  ooncenis. 

Among  these  the  oavy  was  the  qiieen*s  peotdiar  care;  she 
directed  a  roost  eiaet  sonrcy  of  it  to  be  made,  a  very  strict 
hM{uiry  into  the  eanaes  of  its  decay,  and  the  surest  means  hy 
whUtk  It  might  be  reooTered«  She  issaed  orders  for  presenr. 
ing  timber  fit  for  building,  directed  many  pieces  of  brass 
eannon  to  be  cast,  and  enoomged  the  imiking  gunpowder 
at  bomey  which  had  been  hitherto  brought  mm  abroad 
at  a  Test  espense.  For  the  seenntr  of  her  fleet,  which 
generally  lay  in  the  rirer  Medway,  she  built  a  strong  fortress, 
cailad  Upnore  Oastle.  The  wages  of  the  seamen  die  raised, 
enlarged  the  number  and  augmented  the  salaries  of  her 
naral  ofllcers,  drew  over  fore^^ners  skilled  in  the  arts  rebiting 
to  navigation  to  instruct  her  people,  and  by  the  pains  she 
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took  in  these  affurs,  excited  a  spirit  of  emulat  ion  amon  j  her 
objects,  who  began  everywhere  to  exert  themselves  in  like 
manner,  bv  repairing  ports,  and  btiiMin^'  vessels  of  all 
sizes,  especiallv  larzc  and  Ftont  ships,  fit  tor  war  as  well  a* 
cvjmmerce,  tVom  ail  -A  ^r^h,  as  Mr.  Camden  tells  us,  th" 
qiKt^D  justlj  aeqiiire<i  the  glorious  t!*]f  nf  the  restorer  of 
naviU  power,  and  s^^vereijrn  of  the  li  irthi  rn  5cas,  insomuch 
that  foreiiTn  r.a*'>n5  were  struck  with  awe  at  the  queen's 
proceed! ng-.-i,  and  were  now  willing  respectfully  to  court  a 
power  which  had  heen  so  lately  the  object     their  contempt. 

The  countenance  jjiren  by  Hltxabeth  tk  the  Protestants 
among  her  allies,  in  their  attempts  nKiint:iiD  their  reliirioua 
liberties,  turned  out  '^f  the  utmost  importance  to  the  ciiinmer- 
cial  interest  of  her  own  subjects,  for  the  most  skilful  arti- 
ficer? of  Eun  j  e  were  at  that  lime  those  ranee  and  the 
Ltow  Countries,  ^\  h-  being  persocu led  iu  tluir  own  countriesi, 
naturally  had  rrc>  urse  to  that  protection  which  Elizabeth 
was  so  w  illing-  aij  l  so  able  to  afford  them.  ar>'i  her  Dunu  T'  us 
shif^  keepinj-  L^enerally  an  etTt^tive  coiniuaiKl  of  thr  iiiUr- 
mediate  seas,  were  alwav-  ready  to  protect  tlu  ui  and  tiieir 
families  in  their  passage,  and  they,  in  brinLniiL:  with  tht  in 
in  all  cases  their  skill,  and  in  many  tht.ir  cajutal  and  iiiiplo- 
tnents.  lai<l  th^  luvindation  of  the  manufactures  of  Englimdy 
i%hi  h  ha\  .j  Ykot'u  to  a  height  unparal!^^]e<l  in  history. 

This  did  not  fail  to  add  to  the  chniity  with  which  tlte 
Catholic  princes  already  regaiik^i  her,  anti  ri)ili|>  of  Spain 
tuok  the  leAil  in  the  attempt  to  effect  her  destruction. 

These  attciii}>t>^  resulted  in  the  sailing'  and  loss  of  the 
Spanish  Armada,  an  era  so  cek  i  i  attHl  in  uur  naval  annals, 
as  to  require  from  us  a  brief  sketch  of  the  events  which 
preceded  and  attended  it 

The  civil  dissensions  of  the  kinj^dom  of  France,  which 
gave  the  court  a  pretence  for  oppressint^  thoseof  the  reformed 
religion,  whom  tluy  called  Hugonots,  produced  in  the  year 
ir>(j2,  very  destructive  consequences  to  tluir  mighU^jurs. 
A  general  -pirit  r»f  rapine  and  confusion  havint*"  spread  itself 
through  the*  inhabitants  of  that  extensive  kiiigduni,  and  the 
greatest  crimes  meeting  with  impunity,  such  lis  dwelt  on  the 
:sea  coast,  and  who  were  mostly  11  ugonots,  fitted  out  ships 
to  annoy  their  enemies,  upon  w'hich  the  court  party  did  the 
like,  so  that  at  last  piracies  were  frequent,  and  the  Knizlish 
tradL'  suffered  so  intolerably,  that  at  length  the  fjiu  *  n  r..  sn) v»si 
to  interpose.  The  French  Protestants  had  long  sued  to  her 
for  proloctiony  and  oiluicd  to  pui  the  purl  uf  Havre  de 
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Grace,  then  called  Newhaven,  into  her  hands,  which  at 
letJ^h  >\io  accepted,  and  sent  over  Ambrose  Dudley,  Karl 
of  Warwick,  in  the  rjiontli  of  September,  1562,  with  a  con- 
siderable rteet,  and  a  good  Ijndy  of  troops  on  board,  w  ho 
entered  the  town,  aud  kept  posbessiou  ui  it  till  the  29th  of 
July  follow  in)^. 

The  taking  into  our  hands  this  place  proved  of  infinite 
detriment  to  the  French,  for  the  court  having  declared  all 
En)^li5h  ships  good  prizes  so  long  as  the  queen  held  that 
port,  *;he  found  herself  obliged  to  issue  a  like  proclamation^ 
whereupon  such  numbers  of  privateers  were  fitted  out  from 
£nfflish  ports  and  from  Newnaven,  that  the  spoil  they  made 
is  almost  incredible.  For  example,  we  are  told  tKat  one 
Francis  Clarke  equipped  at  hb  own  expense  three  frigates, 
and  after  a  cruize  of  six  weeks,  brought  into  Newhaven  no 
fewer  than  eighteen  prizes,  which  were  valued  at  upwards 
€i  fiftj  UioiuaDd  pounds.  The  main  mati?e  to  this  conduct 
was  to  revive  a  naTal  enterprising  spirit  amooffat  her  snhjectSy 
tiie  promotiDg  ship-hiiildiug,  and  prerentuiglier  neighbem 
from  ffamioff  an  aeeendencr  at  aeo,  as  thej  would  oertainl j 
hate  WB^  if  in  order  to  redren  the  nstion  s  wrongs  she  had 
hsd  reooarae  to  negotiation.  A  maritime  power  ii^nredt 
instead  of  eipoetiilatingy  immeAald j  makes  reprisals^  and 
tkrebj  extorts  apolo^ee  from  the  aggressors  made  sennhle 
of  tbsir  pmst  mistake. 

Bnt  Inr  demes  this  spirit  of  privateering  grew  to  sach  a 
hsfght^  that  uie  ^neen,  tor  her  own  safetj  and  tlie  honour 
of  tlie  nation,  was  obliged  to  restrain  it;  those  who  liad 
fitted  OQi  ships  of  force^  from  a  difl|^tion  natoral  enough 
to  priTateers,  plundering  indiscriminately  all  Tessels  t&t 
came  in  their  way.  In  uie  month  of  Jnly^also  in  this  Tear, 
the  queen  directed  a  smaU  sooadron  of  shms  to  be  fittea  oat, 
ris.,  the  Lyon,  the Hoope,  the  Hnt,  Swallow,  and  alMmine 
BSflDMd  tlie  Hm»  of  which  8ir  WOUam  Woodhonse,  knight, 
was  appointed  '^oo^Adnliral,  under  a  preteoce  of  guarding 
the  narrow  seas,  which  were  then  said  to  he  greatly  infested 
with  pirates,  bnt  in  reality,  as  appears  from  his  instmctions, 
to  lend  what  assistance  lie  posnhlj  could  to  themalecontents 
in  Fnnce.  Some  of  these  Tessels  were»  in  tfie  Nofember  fol- 
lowing, sQch  as  the  Hart,  Swallow,  Hare,  tec,  judged  rsqui. 
iileby  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke^  and  the 
Lord  Admiral  Clinton,  to  remain  at  Portsmouth,  not  only  for 
the  sscority  of  the  coast  and  kespng  the  ohaanel  clear  during 
the  whiter,  but  for  the  oonTeniency  of  transporting  troops. 
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moneff  proriaiooSy  and  ammunition,  as  also  for  the  cotitoj- 
hiflr  to  and  receiving  letters  from  NewhaTen.  The  Har^ 
in  ner  passa^  to  the  last-mentioned  place,  was  attacked  by 
a  French  ship  of  ninety  tons  md  upwards,  which  ahe  took. 

Philip  the  Second  of  Spain,  from  the  time  of  queen 
zabeth*8  accession  to  the  throne,  had  dealt  with  her  vetj 
deceitfully,  sometimes  pretending  to  be  her  firm  friend,  at 
others  seeking  every  occasion  to  injure  and  molest  her  suIk 
jects,  which  he  had  more  frequent  opportunities  of  dcking 
from  the  great  commerce  they  carried  on  in  Flandenu 
What  served  also  to  heighten  the  people's  hatred  against  the 
Spaniards  was,  the  cruelty  and  treacher}^  with  which  they  had 
treated  Captain  Hawkins  and  his  crew  in  the  West  Indies, 
an  insult  which  the  queen  could  but  very  ill  bear,  though 
as  things  were  circinnstancod  she  could  not  well  resent  it, 
all  trade  to  the  Spanish  West  Indies  being  in  some  respect 
opposed  to  treaties. 

In  the  midst  of  all  difficulties,  the  queen  took  every  oppor- 
tunity to  encourage  her  people  in  prosecutin^jf  new  scheines 
of  trade  abroad,  and  of  pursuing  ^vnat  might  be  an  improve- 
ment of  their  lands  at  home.  With  this  view  she  sometimes 
contrilnitorl  sliips,  sometimes  gave  money,  at  others  entered 
into  pai*tnersi)ip.  She  likewise  afforded,  in  a  very  delicate 
conjuncture  a  proof  of  her  genero>ity,  in  directinir  a  strong 
squadrnn  of  her  «hip<5  to  escort  Anne  of  Austria  in  lier  voyafre 
from  1'' landers  intn  Sjviin,  notwithstandinu;  the  bad  tenns 
on  ^^hich  she  then  stood  with  king  Philip.  11(  7-  treaties 
with  France,  whicf)  seemed  to  exclude  all  fear  <if  dan.,''er, 
did  not  hinder  her  from  fortifying  Portsmouth  thoroughly, 
in  whieh  it  quickly  appeared  that  her  precantii>n  was  far 
from  being  the  effects  of  a  needh  ss  tiniiditv,  for  the  French 
soon  fitted  nut  a  con??iderable  fleet,  pr<  tending  to  take  some 
nfiVnce  at  tlie  supjilies  she  had  sent  the  Hugonots,  as  if  it 
'vva'^  contrary  to  the  treaties  between  them;  but  when  it 
aj)]»eared  that  her  Majesty  had  provided  effectually  against 
any  attempts  they  were  able  to  make,  th*  y  were  glad  to 
desist,  and  even  to  make  greater  jjrotVs.vions  of  friendship 
than  before,  which  disposed  the  (pieen  to  send  over  the  Earl 
of  Worcp^ter  to  the  christening  of  the  Frtneh  king*sdan<:rhter. 

This  proved  unlucky  for  the  Ilugonot-,  whu  having  fitted 
out  abundance  of  rovers  from  RocUeile,  they  stopped  and 
visited  vessels  of  all  nations  approaching  the  French  coast ; 
amongst  the  rest,  they  seized  a  barque  with  part  of  the  Karl 
of  Worcester's  baggage,  which  thej  took,  and  killed  three 
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vibiErpeopkL    TUiMog  reported  IoUm 
kr  aiders  by  tte  Lard  l^iii^^dml  to 
HB%  wh»  appoiatad  Wilfiaa  Hakteck,  Esq.. 
tba  aaTT,  with  tbrae  fig^  frigates,  nd  thm 
«2tT  nan  OB  beavd^  to  M^brv  thii 


wkC  mch  iadartij  iMd  albaC,  that  tevM  the 
FarcindjyniFjdM^^at^  tarvDt^pmtar^^ 

then  as  wera  (akaQ  to  Ssadwids  Dor«r,  Newport,  aad 
PartaasaaO.  Ua  tihewiia  latook  aad  aal  aft  libart|  Maaa 
flMrafaaataMOy  hf  thw  avda  prize,  aad  aM  this  wilhia  aa 
abart  a  liaMaa  aix  wrafci. 

The  growth  of  thb  kuwdoai^s  powar  aad  aawawraa  bring 
»  ee«apieaoiia,  laft  Uiv  nilto  of  8|iaia  as  1^ 
that  Us  projaala  tor  awnaimg  toe  su^irena  daailaina  of  Eu^ 
ro||c»  4ir  at  Icait  tha  ahaolato  onectiaD  af  it»  woald  be  isB^^ 
aitirri J  abartire»  m\en  aoate  nthod  eaidd  ha  coatriyad  far 
raiaiBg  Eo^^laad  at  aaaa.  Whila  ha  laafitMd  daalg^ 
aad  took  Tanooa  atapa  tomida  it»  ha  iboad  hionrlf  didl J  aiora 
aad  am  irrhatad  b  J  tha  paiaa  which  ^paeo  Efiabcah  too^ 
to  fraitnto  hat  tfham€w,  aad  to  the  pow  which 

had  beeaderiradtohnafimnhiafirthart  theaamror  Chariat 
the  Fifth.  Darinir ^•^aaiiatratkMi of  tha Dakar AIra 
io  the  Netherlaods,  dlfferenoat  had  aritea  bctwaia  the  ooort 
of  Eogiaod  and  tha  ki^  of  Spaui*t  aabjada  thwr^  aad  allar 
laach  wanath  ahowa  on  both  ndei»  thata  laaltfri  wara  ia 
aoaaa  me::  ^  \i  re  accommodated  in  1573.  That  accommodatloa 
was  so  far  frooa  bcioK  tha  aflbcti  of  aoj  cardial  dispositionia 
either  of  thaw  aawers,  that  it  waa  a  mere  act  of  polirf  oa 
bath  wia%  apithcrhanng^  jet  bfooght  those  thiajga  ao&r 
to  bw  aa  waia  laqnate  to  aeoooiphahi^g  their  Mpaotira 

TaaCSatboIic  king  bad  three  poiiit>^  in  rirw,  not  Ibr  dtstree- 
■agoafy,  but  for  destrojingqaaeo  £luabeth»aad  utterly  eab* 
▼ertiag  the  JSoffiieh  etata.  The  first  of  thaee  arae  to  aaito 
against  her,  under  colour  of  religion,  mod  of  the  priaoee 
aad  states  ahroadt  which  by  the  assistanoa  of  tha  Pcpe^ 
joined  to  hie  own  oiteaeira  infloaaa^  he  ia  a  good  meanm 
Reeled.  Hie  aeooad  point  was  to  peridez  the  queen  at 
faooM^  byeoQDteaaDciiig  the  Popish  pwij,  and  by  maiatata- 
hig,  at  a  net  expense,  such  iagitivei  aa  fled  from  hence,  in 
Woieb  he  was  likewiae  for  eoM  time  successful.  Tha  laat 
Hking  kin$^  Fhiiip  had  at  heart  wae  tha  providiog,  as  secretly 
ai  aught  be,  enoa  a  fore*  ai  with  thaaanetaaoa  of  his  other 
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schemes  might  enable  him  to  make  bimaelf  eBtirdy  mwler 
of  Engliod  at  onoe;  to  which  end  he  with  great  diUgpence 
80ii|[ht  to  increase  his  maritime  power,  and  apon  the  pretmee 
of  his  wars  in  the  Netlierlaads,  to  keep  under  the  command 
of  the  prince  of  Parmat  one  of  the  ablest  generals  which 
that  or  perhm  any  age  erer  prodaced,  such  an  army  in 
constant  readmess  thero  as  mifflit  be  anfieient  to  achiere 
thb  oonquest,  when  he  shonld  naTO  a  fleet  strong  enough 
to  protect  them  in  their  passage.  In  the  proeecutiaii  of 
these  deep4aid  projects,  Philip  met  with  many  faYonrable 
cirettmstanceSf  which  might,  and  very  probabij  did^  stroo^j 
flatter  his  hopes,  particularly  the  death  of  the  queen  of  Scots» 
that  deeply  stained  the  character  of  Elizabeth  in  foreigQ 
oourtSi  and  his  own  aoqnisition  of  the  kingdom  of  Portngaly 
bj  wldoh  he  gained  a  vast  accession  of  naval  streog^ 

Queen  Elisabeth  and  her  ministers  were  too  penetrating, 
and  had  too  quick  as  well  as  certain  inteliigence  to  be  at  aft 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  king  of  Spain ;  and  their 
prudence  was  such,  that  by  every  method  possible  thef 
worked  to  disiqppoint  him,  without  disclosing  their  appre- 
hensions to  the  world.  With  this  intent  they  laboured  to 
eonrince  foreign  states  that  king  Philip  was  a  common 
enemy,  and  that  he  aimed  alike  at  subduing  all  his  neigh- 
bours, which  being  a  thmg  strictly  true,  and  at  the  same 
time  nearly  concerning  themselves,  had  undonbtedly  aproper 
weight.  Pains  were  taken  to  cultivate  a  closer  corre^iond* 
ence  with  his  discontented  subjects  in  the  Netherlands,  and 
to  furnish  them  with  money,  and  secretly  with  other  Bids, 
whereby  they  were  enabled  to  give  some  check  to  his  power 
both  by  sea  and  land.  Our  own  privateers  were  allowed  to 
pass  into  the  West  Indies,  where  they  carried  on  an  illicit 
trade,  not  more  to  their  own  profit  than  the  public  benefit; 
for  by  this  mean?  they  gained  a  perfwt  acquaintance  with 
the  ports,  rivers,  and  fortre^^ses  in  the  West  Indies,  with 
the  nature  of  the  commerce  transacted  there,  tlie  method  of 
sharing  it  bv  lair  mean^,  or  de^troyiner  it  by  force.  Thus, 
notwithstanding]:  their  iniinense  wealth  and  extensive  domi- 
nion?, the  En;L:;lish  were  in  some  measure  a  match  £wr  the 
Spaniards  in  all  places  and  at  all  points. 

It  must  give  a  hi|^h  idea  of  the  wisdom  and  fortitude  of 
queen  Elizabeth  and  her  mini-ters  to  be  told,  that  dnrini^ 
the  whole  time  Spain  was  jiroviding  so  formidable  an  inva- 
sion, they  were  assiduously  eTn])loyed  in  cherishing  the  coin- 
meroe  and  naval  power  of  l:<oglaQd|  without  aufferi^g  them* 
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rr  'J^  iDtrl-:,'??^  fh^  bii  th-^ir  frr-At  «^Trtr  j^r.  i 
vi?:  rrvy*!  AIi•>:^^ .    T   -ii-irei  •  k  i  n  ^  T  hf- 1; ■  :   i  -n  n  ^--^  r,  j  h  -Hj  v 

m 

Bcensed  tc^  cruize  in  tboet  se^r*  ir»d  iLr  c-Dt-iu  ber.-c-r" 
sane  iiips  for  tx-l«  parp-:^,.  T'^'  dtl;&T  iLe  ii^vaj-ion  nuch 
*i  pooabk,  or,  i:  ii  Lx^l  been  prftctjcad^le,  to  iefwt  it,  the 
%9em  sent  a  stout  fleet  UEder  Sir  Frmzxis  hrhke^  \n  Ic^ST, 
lo  Cadiz,  where  thst  aijniiral  performed  ntber  metre  T>j&n 
tmki  be  expected;  for  be  forced  six  galiers  whicb  were 
4es^tMd  to  bare  izmnkd  the  port,  to  ibelter  tbem«<ejre<^ 

€^  iMr  CMdes,  and  t&en  biviied  a  bQXkdred 
titt  bi7,_ail     wWflfc  wopt  Uoi  with 

8t.  Ymem^  wfcin  h»     _      "  ' 

mil  Id  Ike  MsglLbMikood. 

Cm  Ivp  nrd  bj  vitb  a  ranadroii 
to  QOBO  ovt  sod  fi^bt  9  bvt 
tie'  Marqiius,  who  wm  cm  of  tfco  b«rt  mmb  in 

cioMijr  to  bii  Miter^ft  ofden,  dboK  mtber  to  iet 

cvcmhing  oe  dbe  coast  tkn  bttsrd 
PnmA  teviigdoae  diiftoaradte 
lio  todk  m  large        huBMaaiil  bond 
addad  aa  anMli  to  fait  ptoAt  at 
doBo  to  fais  fvpatotioiif  and 
Tbit  airpeiBtoi  deiyod  tha 
tot  to  tbe  iprir^  of  the  next 
i«adj»  kiaig  Pb^ 


Ite  k  stoidd  Mdomw  at  LvfaoB,  to  oite  to 
MeatoE  ,  lad. 
ffii  OaAoBc  MaiestT  prenaMd  ao  moA  «a  ifaa  Ibree  of 
^  extraofifiiiarf  wa^aafarior  efrtoinlr  to  anTtfatog 
bad  beea  Ifitted  out  Ibr  am  belbra,  tbat  matead  of 

rtwuiglb^faac— wdayer?  a^caratoaeawtatof  it  to  to 
MMbtod  to  Latto  and  most  of  tto  toigoagaa  ndkan  in 
Etffopi^aBBept  tto  Ea|^Ui.  TbispiaoainMidaledMn20tb» 
IM^aad  aeeofdtog  to  The  most  bappr  Armada^  ftr  aa 
It  wi«  ^led,  oooaatad  of  ooe  hniidred  and  tlurtr  sb^a,  aaak* 
m^mwiHtf-ieren  thowaad  aigbt  hudiad  art  ttoy «<^;bt 
tail ;  oo  board  of  which  were  ntoatoBn  ttoaimd  two  ban* 
4nd  mod  aiaa9'-§Tia  aotdiers,  et^bt  thoasaod  foor  hundrod 
tod  fiiW  mariDon^  two  tbonsa  ^  n  i  eighty-eight  ilavaiy 
vitb  two  tfaOMBDd  ai^gbft  bndred  and  tkirt^  piaoei  of 
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Bosidos,  thore  was  n  large  fleet  nf"  tt  nders,  with  a  proriig-ious 
fju.intity  of  amis  un  bo»ird,  intended  tor  such  as  should  join 
them.  There  were  also  ou  board  this  fleet  one  huDdre^l  and 
twenty>frinr  volunteers  of  quality,  and  about  006  iiuiuired 
and  eight  y  tnonk^  of  Foveral  orders. 

The  coininaiid  of  the  w  hole  was  vested  in  the  Duke  of 
Meilina  Sidonia,  Don  Alphonso  de  <ui-man,  iinder  whom 
servi  d  Don  Martinez  de  Uiealde,  an  old  experienced  Biscav- 
iieer,  who  liad  the  direction  of  all  things,  and  by  wh"*e 
advice  the  eeneral  wa^  •  iitirely  led.  Thrst'  irreat  oflficers 
repaired  to  Jjisboii  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  May,  aod 
in  a  few  day«  after,  tluir  navy  was  in  a  condition  to  sail. 
But  it  is  now  time  to  return  to  the  di^|'o«itioQ9  lU&cie  in 
England  for  warding:  off  so  dangerous  a  blow  . 

The  (jueen,  as  we  have  said,  had  talicn  care  to      e  prr»p^ 
information  to  all  foreign  states  of  the  nature  and  mt*  nt 
of  this  project  of  the  king  of  Spain,  pointing  out  to  them  not 
her  own  hut  their  danger,  in  ease  that  monarch  should 
prevail :  which  method  being  as  prudently  carried  into  j«rac- 
tice  as  it  w  a^  \N  isfly  contrived,  the  king  of  Dtnuiark,  at  the 
request  oi  the  English  ambas.'iador,  laid  an  embarir"  on  a 
very  strong  squatlron  of  ships  iiired  for  the  use  of  king 
l^hiiip  in  his  dominiuns.     The  Hanse-tuwnB,  determined 
enemies  at  that  time  to  England,  retarded,  however,  the 
8hi|)s  they  were  to  have  sent  to  Spain.    King  .James  the 
Sixth  of  Scotland  buried  all  bis  refientments  for  his  mother's 
death,  and  steadily  adhered  to  luh  own,  by  follow iiiu'"  t I;e 
Queen's  interest.     1  lu  French  were  too  wise  to  atVurd 
the  Spaniards  any  hdjs,  and  the  Dutch  iitiid  out  a  ixrn- 
siderable  navj  for  the  service  of  the  Queen^  under  the 
comijiaiid  ol  Count  Justin  of  Nassau. 

The  English  fleet  was  comman«le<l  by  Charles  L'>rd 
Howard  of  Effingham,  then  High- Adniinil,  who  had  ui  dt  r 
him,  for  his  Vict-Admiral,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  i'or  his  Kc^r- 
Admiral,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  lu.d  abundance  of  experienced 
officers  who  had  signalised  thtir  courage'  and  conduct  :  thi  ir 
orders  were  to  lye  on  the  west  coast,  that  they  might  be  rtauy 
to  receive  the  enemy.  Lord  Henry  Seymour,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Count  Nassau,  cruized  on  the  coast  of  Flanders, 
the  better  to  prevent  the  prince  of  Parma  from  makiog^  any 
descent,  as  it  was  expected  he  would  attempt  to  do  with  thci 
army  under  his  command. 

Id  regard  to  a  land  force,  the  queen  had  three  armies ; 
the  first  oonaiated  of  twenty  thousand  men,  cantoned  along 
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tfefsowth  caa?t:  annthf^r  of  two  and  t  wenty  thousand  foot  and 
&  ihousaivi  hori^:*,  wliieh  was  encamped  near  Tillniry,  uixler 
the  ooraruaod  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester;  the  third,  which  wa* 
B3id<?  up  of  thirty-four  tbi>n*and  f<<ot  and  twu  liiou^and 
horse,  all  chosen  men,  wis  iw  tluj  guard  of  the  queen's 
T^rwjD,  their  commander  heinor  the  Lord  Hunsdon.  a  lirave, 
^L'ive,  and  re^lute  nobleuian,  ihe  queen's  near  reJatiun, 

The  Spanish  Heel  sailed  from  the  river  of  Lif»hoti  on  the 
lit  of  June,  N.S.,  viith  as  |^at  and  as  sanj^uine 

hopes  aA  any  tleet  ever  did.  The  king's  instructions  to 
the  Duke  of  Medina  8idonia  were,  to  repair  to  the  ri  a  l 
of  Calai'i,  in  order  to  be  joined  there  by  the  prince  of  J  'aruiii, 
and  then  to  pursue  such  further  orders  as  he  should  thid  in 
*  -ealed  letter  delivered  to  ihv  general  with  his  instruct i'^ns. 
It  was  also  recommended  to  him  to  keep  as  close  as  possible 
to  the  French  shore,  in  order  to  prevent  the  English  from 
faATinsT  any  intelligence  of  his  approach,  and  in  case  he  met 
Our  fleet,  he  was  to  avoid  fighting  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
•nd  to  endeavour  to  detend  himself.  But  in  doubling  the 
North  Cape  the  lleet  was  separated  by  foul  weather, 
which  obliged  the  general  to  sail  to  the  Qroyne,  where 
ilt  reassembled  his  ships,  and  had  intelligence  that  the 
^ngUiih  fleet,  believing  their  expedition  laid  aside,  had  put 
baek  into  Pljmonth. 

Upon  ttas  be  held  a  conncil  of  war,  to  consider  whether 
^tkgj  should  adhere  strietlj  to  the  lung's  order  or  embrace 
tliii  fii^ean^k  opporttmitj  of  boraiBg  tlie  Snglisii  fleet  in 
ttiir  harbofor.  After  a  Imig  debate,  wbmin  many  were  of 
a  eotttrary  qiii^n,  it  was  Mdved  to  attempt  the  English 
fleet,  aad  thiecbieftjal  the  initigation  of  Bon  Diego  Fkme 
de  VaUea,  Admiial  of  the  Aadnlarian  eipiadron.  The 
yttiiiise,  indeed  was  Tory  plausible,  aod  bat  fem  vnfore^ 
mm  aeeldeiit  thej  had  oertafaily  oerrled  tbefar  point.  The 
int  load  thej  fett  ia  with  wae  the  Lisard,  wUeh  they 
■fatoolc  Ibr  die  Raai*B  Head,  aear  Pljmovtb,  and  hang 
lemMds  night,  th^  stood  off  to  leatffl  the  nest  mofmp. 
1m  tUe  epaoe  of  tuao  tfaef  were  deeofied  by  a  Soots  ship, 
eeonmnded  hj  Captidn  Flenfaig,  who  bore  away  immediatelT 
kr  FljBoath,  aod  pve  the  Lord  Adniral  notice,  widen 
proved  the  vtter  run  of  their  dengo,  azid  the  oaue  of 
thewoni  latioa  of  the  English  fleet. 

Ilie  ecaeop  wae  lo  aarasoed,  and  Om  BngUih  had  so 
llde  itttdliffenoe  of  the  Bpanlardi*  deportaro^  that  their  fleet 
lad  not  onff  retaraed  into  port,  bat  so? era!  of  their  ships 
aboweff«ahroadjlaadvp»aiidtheirieaiModie6harged«  The 
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Admiral,  however,  sailed  on  the  first  notice,  and  thou  j-b  the 
wind  blew  hard  into  riymouth  Sound,  got  out  to  s»eii,  but 
not  without  ofreat  diliiculty.  The  next  <iay,  being  the  20th  of 
July,  they  buw  the  Spanish  navy  drawn  up  in  a  half-m.jon 
form,  sailing  slowly  through  the  channel,  its  winLT?  beinir 
nearly  seven  miles  asunder.  The  Admiral  suffered  tWin  to 
by  quietly,  that  having*  the  advantage  of  tlh-  wind  he 
might  the  better  attack  tliuiu  in  the  rear,  w  hich  hv  perfurmed 
with  equal  courage  and  success,  and  though  Don  M^tinez 
de  Ricalde  did  all  that  it  was  possible  for  a  brave  officer  to 
do,  yet  thejr  were  put  into  the  utmost  disorder,  and  many  of 
them  received  considerable  damage.  More  wuult]  hav^ 
been  done,  but  that  a  great  part  of  the  English  fleet  I  \y  at 
too  great  a  di&tance,  so  that  tbi^  Admiral  w  as  forced  tu  wait 
for  them. 

The  night  following,  a  Dutch  trunner  who  ha*.!  been  ill- 
treated  liy  some  Spanish  otiiccrs,  set  tire  to  the  ship  on  board 
which  \N  as  tht  ir  treasure  ;  nor  w  as  it  w  ithout  grtat  difficulty 
tliat  the  tiames  were  extinguished.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  money  was  put  on  board  a  galleon  commanded  by  Don 
Peilro  de  Valdez,  which  soon  after  sprung  her  foremast, 
aiid  being  thus  disabled,  and  the  niffht  very  dark,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  who  sent  her  captain  to 
Dartmouth,  and  left  the  money  on  board  to  be  plunaered  by 
his  men.  The  Dezt  day  was  qpeot  by  the  Spanish  general 
in  disposing  his  fleet,  issuinsr  orders  to  hit  officers,  mud 
de^Milcbipg  ao  advioe-boAt  to  luuteii  the  Duke  of  Parma,  by 
glTing  him  an  aoeonnt  of  tbe  great  loei  be  had  abi^y 
luffered  and  the  extreme  danger  he  wat  in.  On  the  23d 
they  fought  agab,  with  rukAj  of  attooess,  which,  however, 
demoMtratedto  the  Spuiiarda  that  the  mighty  bidk  of  their 
diipe  was  a  diaadTantage  to  theni>  their  ihot  flying  oTer  the 
heMftofUieEnglish^  while  erery  bnlletof  the  latter  tods  eAMt 

On  the  24th,  the  Engli^  were  able  to  do  little  for  want 
of  amnmnition;  but  a  supply  arriTing  in  the  erentng,  the 
Admiral  made  all  neoeMary  diapodtiona  for  attacking  the 
Spaniards  in  the  midst  of  the  night,  diriding  his  fleet  faito 
foor  sqoadronsy  the  flnt  commanded  by  himself,  the  second 
by  Sir  Fraods  Drake,  the  third  1^  Admiral  Unwktes 
and  the  fourth  by  Captain  Martin  Froblaher,  hot  a  dead 
calm  pretrented  the  execution  of  this  design.  On  the  26th 
one  of  the  Spanish  ships  was  taken,  and  on  the  20th  the 
Admiral  resolTed  to  make  no  Ihrther  attempts  upon  thsn^ 
till  ther  should  enter  the  Straits  of  Dorer,  where  he  knew 
Lord  ttenry  Seymour  and  Sir  William  Winter  waited  Ibr 
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thflB  with  AfreiiiMnKlnm.  He  alao  lo^  tUi  onpoftnilj 
vikai^^bi&ag  Lord  ThoMt  Howanl,  Lord  BhtmiM,  Bmt 
rMTMBd,  Adainl  Hairidiii,aBd  Capteia  FralMibir»7«r 
tWr  giOaat  behftfiov  tlmoghout  the  cDgag«BMBt* 
ne  wiad  hiwmriag  the  flfMHlB  fleet,  tber  oo>ti— id 
» the  chuoeU  with  die  Engfiah  uum  ckee  b 
The  Hfra%1h  of  the  SpaaiivdB  had  not  onlj 
hot  elicited  the  eonr^ge  of  Uie  whole 
eh  d»t  erafj  nan  of  qealitj  and  ibrtiiiie  w; 
of  dbtiiyuihaig  himiilf  bj  amering  upon  tihk 

Sonat  tSe  eommoo  ODean.  with  thb  pobfic  spirited  view 
Earisof  Oxford,  NortWnberiaad,  mod  Canb^^ 

Geea,  Sir  Robert  Cedl,  Sir  WaUar  Baleigfa,  Sir 
Tavaaor,  and  man  j  othcn»  fitted  out  ria|ie  at  tlMir 
own  expenafl^  and  weiity  nioit  of  ftheaa  in  penoB^  to  atteod 
UmAOmmL  Men  of  low  rank  diowed  ^dr  aaal  aod 
ki^faltjr  by  aending  aaanajutioii  and  provirionty  and  ao  nna» 
all  men  againat  theae  forgyneri,  that  eren  the 
liei^  whom  the  Spaniaim  expected  to  hmf% 
»were  glad  to  wipe  awey  the  aiperwona whieh 
had  heen  tianown  apon  them,  bj  serriiig  aa  conunon  aol&n. 

When,  therefore,  the  Speiush  fleet  aaeliored  on  the  27th 
of  Jnlj  before  Calais,  the  Eng^ah  admiral  had  widi  him 
naaiijr  a  hundred  and  forty  ahi|ie»  which  enabled  him  to  gall 
thecfMmj  extremely;  but  perc^ring  on  the  28th  that  the 
Spaniafdb  had  so  diipoied  thair  la^por  ahips  that  it  would 
be  n  Terj  'Hf'W"^*  matter  to  pot  them  again  into  diaordTt 
he  reaolTed  to  practise  an  eipedient  lo^g  befoe  in  oontcm- 
ahiiioBy  in  case  the  enemy  ahoold  come  the  titer 
Thamei»  which  was  to  convert  aonm  of  hia  worst  ressela 
mto  fire  slup.  This  method  beaocordinglY  Doraned,  flUtng 
eight  lane  oarqaes  with  aU  aorts  of  eombustible  matter*  aiu 
aenfingUCTi  mider  the  command  of  the  Captaina  Young  and 
Prowae^  aboot  nddnigbt  into  the  thickest  part  of  the  ^pan- 
ish  f!eet,  when  Uiey  qieedily  began  to  blaae^  and  aa  the 
Admiral  had  foreseen*  obliged  we  nary  to  aqiarate^  and 
each  thop  by  fteering  a  Mparate  eoorae  to  aedk  Ha  own  safety. 

The  next  day  a  large  galeae  ran  aahore  on  the  mods  of 
Calaiay  where  she  was  plundered  by  the  English.  I>e8ir« 
ous,  bowereri  of  attemptii^  aoraewliat,  the  Spaniarda  again 
rendcsronaed  near  Ora¥elme8»  where  ih&j  waited  for  aome 
tine^  in  hopes  that  the  prince  of  Parma  would  come  out ; 
bnt  in  thia  they  were  dlsapnointed,  whether  through  the 
want  of  power  or  of  will  in  that  mat  general  is  uncertain. 
Al  laat,  fladti^  themaelvm  hard  praned  by  the  £i^^ 
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rieot,  which  continued  to  make  a  terrible  fire  upon  Ujen^, 
they  made  a  bold  attempt  to  retreat  thronirii  the  Strait-* 
of  Dover;  but  the  wind  comine  about,  with  hard  g'ales 
at  north-west,  drove  them  on  the  coast  of  Zealaodf  but 
goon  after  vt?eriug  to  the  south-wi  st,  they  tacked  and  sjot 
out  of  danger.  The  Duke  de  Aledina  Sidonia  tc  ^U  tliis 
opportnnitT  nt  oallinor  a  council  of  war,  wherein,  al  ter  n  atnre 
deliberation,  it  was  reyolred  that  there  were  now  no  iiop€9 
left  of  sacceedinp",  and  therefore  the  most  prudent  thing  they 
could  do  was  to  drop  their  design  aad  to  save  as  mauj  shi^ 
as  possible. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  carried  into  execution, 
aiiil  the  whole  Spanish  navy  iiiadc  all  the  sail  they  could  ^V^r 
their  owu  eoast,  ^oing  north-about,  which  exposed  them  to 
a  variety  ot  untoresecn  dancers.  The  Englisli  Admi/^i 
very  prudently  ^cnt  Lord  liLiiry  Seymour  Witii  a  -tnni^ 
sqoadron  to  cruize  on  the  eoast  of  Zealand,  to  prevent  auv 
ilani^er  from  their  joining-  with  the  prince  of  Parma,  and 
afti'rwarJ.s  left  tlu  in  io  fiuriiue  their  course.  When  the 
Spanish  fleet  arrived  on  the  coa&t  of  Scotland,  and  iVuii J 
that  care  was  every  where  taken  they  should  meet  wfth  do 
supply,  they  threw  their  horses  and  mules  overboard,  ajid 
sucli  ui  them  as  had  a  proper  store  of  water  hore  awaj 
directly  for  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  with  the  Duke  of  Medina 
Sidonia,  making  in  all  about  twenty-five  shim.  The  rest, 
about  forty  sail,  under  the  command  of  the  vice- Admiral, 
stood  over  for  the  coast  of  Ireland,  intendicK  U>  water 
«l  Gape  Clear.  On  Um  2d  of  S^tember,  however,  m 
ttmpeat  arotet  tad  drove  mott  of  tMn  Mbore^  to  ^bat 
opimdi  of  thirty  aiiiiM  and  ntay  thouand  mm  peridhad 
on  the  Irish  eoaat 

8ooie»  llkewtM,  were  fbroed  •  taeoBd  thae  into  the  BoglMfc 
cteoaely  whm  th«y  were  tahiii  either  hy  tho  BaglUb  or  hy 
tho  BodiBDon.  AiwwnlrBijlupg^rmimwmhi^wmoDft 
the  wtsteni  ialei  and  upon  the cotal of  Argyleihtro.  Onlor 
Ihflaoaboat  Avo  hnndred  penonswnre  aareay  who  oaaM  into 
E^hnrgh  in  n  Banner  nekedy  and  oat  mere  chnrity 
were  clothed  by  the  inhnhitanta  of  that  eity,  who  nlao 
nttanpted  to  lend  thein  home  fo  Spain ;  bat  ae  if  aiilbr* 
tnnei  were  alwaya  to  attend  them,  tin  j  were  foreed  In  their 
pMa^se  upon  the  eoaat  (Mf  NorlbUc,  and  eUiged  to  pal  Into 
Tannoad^  where  they  atayed  till  advice  wis  given  to  the 
qoaett  and  eonnefl,  who  oonad^nng  the  ndieiiie  they  had 
•bendy  MU  aad  not  williug  to  appear  lets  eonpasrainle 
than  the  Booti^  snflimd  them  to  eootfarae  their  voyage. 
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liid  kMo  BO  hw  ^Mtt  tihrav  ]pMn  prepirii^y  was  dHtrvvis^ 
«■!  Ifoogfat  to  Bolbhiff .  Of  OM  iMMndaod  Aim  ships 
Itee  lUuiuul  bol  or  inr,  sad  of  Ihs  peoplo 

mtsriioi  thsra  psriAsi  twiatj  Ihoasoad  omo  at  Iti^. 
WonMT  bcollbmooiteoftlwlossl^mB  dMpMOHtm 
CriM  hV  kisg  Ililm  to  Iwie  k,  wIM  bj  pvMhhbi^  a 
piniiwiliuB  to  pronibit  mmning.  Witkalmoeri^peca- 
aar  la  OBaraaisry  as  ob  BsanaK  ibb  w&wm  qioppsa  oowtt 
m  Ms  loMO^aad  latiasa  tkaaki  to  God  that  it  was  aa 


The  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  escaped  punishment  through 
the  interest  of  his  wife ;  but  as  for  Don  Diego  Flores  de 
Valdes,  whose  per<na?ion3  induced  the  general  to  talie  that 
Tish  step,  he  was  arrested  a^  ^onn  as  he  set  foot  on  «horey 
•nd  conducted  to  the  castle  of  .St.  Andero,  after  which  he 
wa*  never  heard  of  more.  The  same  writ^^r  from  whom  we 
We  this  particular,  remarks  also  an  error  in  the  comluct  of 
the  English,  viz.,  that  they  did  not  attack  the  Spanish  Heet 
after  it  had  arrived  before  <  Jnivi  linr*^.  wliieh,  however,  he 
anBtts  as  was  not  tbroogh  aaj  Ikuit  in  the  AdmiFsl,  but 
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was  ooci^oned  through  the  negligence  of  some  under  officers 
wliohad  the  direction  of  the  mihtary  stores,  and  had  been  too 
QMring  of  powder  and  ammunition ;  otherwise  he  tells  us, 
it  was  thought  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  at  the  per- 
soadon  of  his  confessor,  would  have  yielded  botli  himself  and 
his  ships,  which  it  seems  were  in  that  particular  not  at  a!! 
better  provided.  This  would  have  been  a  conquest  indeed, 
a  conquest  equally  glorious  and  important,  the  luss  of  which 
ought  to  teach  posterity  not  to  be  too  hasty  in  censuring 
great  officers,  or  too  remiss  in  punishing  little  ones.  In  the 
present  case  this  mischance  seems  to  have  been  covered  by 
the  many  favours  bestowed  by  ProvidLiiCL,  and  the  oticnders 
to  have  escaped  through  that  general  joy  which  deliverance 
from  so  great  an  evil  diffused  through  the  whole  nation. 

It  seems  to  be  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  tlic-t.  brave 
men  who  on  this  occasion  achieved  sucli  y:vv<i\  things,  to 
give  no  account  of  the  force  of  the  English  fleet,  w'hicb, 
however,  I  find  not  in  any  of  our  geiiLi  al  hi^-toi  ians,  a  defi- 
ciency that  I  shall  eudeavuur  to  supply,  hy  adding  a  iiat  col- 
lected at  that  time. 

A  LIST  OF  THE  ENGLISH  FLEET  IN  THE  TEAE  1588. 

Mcn-of-Nvar  bclonj^iug  to  her  Majesty,  '.   17 

Other  s]ii})s  hirod  by  her  Majesty  for  tiu»  8erTice».*>  •  •   12 

Tenders  ami  ^tule•^hips,   6 

FuiuL&liuJ  by  Lhc  city  of  Loudon,  being  double  the  number 

the  queen  demanded,  all  well  manned,  and  thoroughly 

provided  with  ammumtion  a&d  prorinon,   16 

Tenden  and  Atore^ships,   4 

Furnished  by  the  city  of  Bristol,  Uufge  and  strong  shipa^  aad 

vhich  did  ezoeilent  senriee,   3 

A  tender,   1 

From  Barnstaple,  merchant  ships  conTerted  into  firigatea,*. .  3 

Prom  Exeter,  •  «   3 

A  stout  pinnace,   I 

From  Plymouth,  stout  ships,  every  way  equal  to  the  queen's 

men-of-war,   7 

A  llv-boat   1 

Under  the  command  of  Lord  Henry  Sc^monr  in  the  nanow 

seas,  of  the  queen's  ships  and  Teasels  in  her  senriee,   16 

Ships  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  the  nobility^  gMitry,  and 

commons  of  England,  «   43 

By  the  merchant  adTontoren,  prime  ships^  and  excellently 

well  furnished,  ,   10 

Sir  William  Winter's  pinnace,   I 
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The  Taried  naval  exploits  which  occurred  subsequent  to 
the  defeat  of  the  Armada,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabttli, 
who  was  DOW  undisputed  sovereig'n  of  the  seas,  may  best 
be  connected  with  the  great  commanders  who  tiourished 
luder  her  reign.  No  Queen  ever  displayed  more  discern- 
ment in  promoting  merit.    It  will  gratify  the  curious  to 

S've  a  liit  of  the  names  and  force  of  such  ships  as  her 
ajesty  left  at  htr  death.    She  died  in  1603,  iu  her  70tb 
jear,  and  45th  of  her  reign. 

Kmfn  (>f  siitpi,,  Tonn.t^.     Mariners.        OUMCk  Soldiers. 

ElizabcUiJonaa,  90U  .  340  .  40  •  120 

Tnumph,  1000  .  340  .  40  •  120 

White  Bear,                      900  .  340  .  40  .  120 

Victory,...                         800  .  268  .  32  ,  lOO 

Mer-Honeur,                     800  .  268  .  32  .  100 

Aik  Royal,                       800  .  268  .  32  •  100 

Simt  MiOlliew,  lOOO  .  340  .  40  •  120 

SaktAiidnw^                  900  .  268  .  32  «  100 

Due  Repnlae,                   700  .  230  .  30  *  90 

Garknd                           7(>0  .  190  .  30  .  80 

Warspipht,                         6()0  .  190  •  30  .  80 

Man  Rose,                        600  .  150  .  30  .  70 

The  Hope,                         GOO  .  150  .  30  .  70 

Bona v  n tore,                     600  .  150  .  30  .  70 

TheLsuu,                        500  .  150  .  30  .  70 

Nonpareil,                        500  .  150  .  30  .  70 

Defiance,  ftOO  .  150  .  30  .  70 

Bainbow,                       500  .  150  •  30  .  70 

DreadnoDC^                   400  .  130  .  20  .  50 

Antelope,                         350  .  114  .  16  •  30 

Swiftsure,                        400  .  130  .  20  .  50 

Swallow,  310  .  114  •  16  «  30 

Foresight,                         3  h  )  .114  •  16  .  30 

The  Tide,                         25U  .  88  .  12  .  20 

The  Crane,                       200  .  70  .  10  .  20 

Adventure,                        250  .  88  .  12  .  20 

Quittance,                        200  .  70  .  10  .  20 

Aiuwer,                         200  .  70  .  10  •  20 

Advantage,                      200  .  70  .  10  •  20 

lygBT,                           200  .  70  .  10  •  20 

Tramontain,   52  .  8  «  10 

The  Scout,                       120  .  48  .  8  •  10 

TbeCatis,                        100  .  42  .  8  .  10 

The  Charles,                      70  .  32  .  6  .  7 

The  Moon,                         CO  .  30  .  5  .  5 

The  Advice,                         50  .  30  .  5  .  5 

iiicSpy,                           50  .  30  .  5  .  5 
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The  Merlin,   4'>  .     28     .      5    .  4 

The  Sun,   40  .     24     .      4    .  3 

Syunct,   20  

George  Hoy,   100  

Peimjme  Hoy,   80  


CHARLES  HOWAiiD,  Bahon  of  Effingham,  after- 
wards Karl  of  Nottingham,  Kniqht  of  the  (tarter, 
AND  Lord  Hi  oh- Admiral  of  England,  was  the  son  of  a 
Lord  High- Admiral  of  Enp-land.    He  w.ih  born  in  the  y«  ar 
1536,  his  father  havint^  thm  the  title  only  (jf  J.ord  Wiliium 
Howard,    Lord  William  I'oiiig  raised  to  tlji-  title  of  "Baron 
of  Effinj^'hain,  and  Admiral,  his  son  served  iin<K  r  liim  in 
several  expeditions,  till  the  accession  of  (^ueen  Khzabcth, 
when  he  was  ahoiit  twenty-two  years  of  a^v.    His  father 
com i n   into  great  favour  with  that  princess,  he  enjoy ofl  a  share 
of  it,  and  in  1559  was  sent  over  into  France  to  ( nmpliinent 
king  Cliarles  the  Ninth,  who  had  just  ascended  the  tlirone. 
Nine  years  afterwrinh,  he  was  General  of  hor«e  in  the  o\'pe- 
dltion  maf!c  l)y  tlie  Karl  of  Warwiek  against  the  Karls  ot 
NorthumlH  rland  and  Westnu)reland,  w  ho  had  talcen  arms 
in  the  north,  aod  in  crushing  whoM  rebelUon  he  was  very 
active. 

In  the  following  year  he  coramantlod  :i  s(juadron  of  mcn- 
oi'^w  AT,  which  the  queen  was  pleased  shoulil  escort  Anne  of 
Austria,  daughter  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  to  the  coast 
of  JSpain.  T^pnii  this  orcasion  the  Spani-h  fleet  were 
obliged  to  take  in  their  Hags,  while  tliey  continnrd  in  the 
Briti^^h  s'c.'i^,  hr^ving  been  sufticiently  iii-tiaicted  in  lliat  cere- 
monial in  thrii-  passage  to  Flanders,  by  iSir  Jolm  Hawkins. 
In  1571  he  was  chosen  knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county 
of  Surrey,  and  v<  ry  soon  after  succeerlcd  his  father  in  hi* 
title  and  estate,  who  died  Jainiary  tho  12th,  1572,  in  the 
great  oflice  of  Lard  Privj  ^oal,  and  very  highly  ia  the 
Queen^s  favour. 

The  queen  distingui-hrd  the  son,  as  she  had  done  the 
father,  hy  raising  hini  to  the  highest  offices  in  the  kingdom. 
He  became,  first,  t^hambcrlain  of  tho  Household,  an  o^oe 
which  his  father  had  enjoy  e<l,  and  on  tlio  24th  of  April,  1573, 
he  was  elected  Knight  of  the  Gartor.  »Some  of  the  writer^ 
of  those  times  sav  that  he  was  raised  to  check  Leicester's 
greatness ;  which  is  thus  far  probable,  that  they  were  cer- 
Uinly  the  most  opposite  people  in  the  world  in  their  tenqpen; 
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for  whereas  LeieaiUir  was  a  dimnbltr,  eKem&wdj 
ambitiotLs,  and  one  who  KNight  to  govera  all  things,  the 
Ltord  Cbambcrlahi,  on  the  other  Imnd,  was  an  open,  geoer- 
ou>,  public-spirited  mKOf  in  the  good  graces  of  the  qneen, 
from  his  known  affection  to  her  person,  and  exceedingly 
popular,  as  well  on  account  of  his  hospitality,  affability,  and 
other  ftood  qualities,  as  for  the  sake  of  his  most  noble,  most 
loTal,  ajid  heroic  family.  When  therefore  the  Earl  of  Lin- 
cviln  «lieil  in  1585,  the  queen  immecHately  determined  to  raise 
the  Ltord  Effingham  to  the  post  of  High- Admiral,  which  she 
dill  with  the  general  approbation  of  her  subjects,  and  much 
to  ihc  satisfaction  of  the  seamen,  by  whom  he  was  exces* 
si%elj'  beloved. 

W  hen  the  Spaniards  had  spent  three  years  in  preparing 
their  Armada,  the  queen  willinglv  entrusted  the  care  of  her- 
S4?lf  and  the  nation  to  this  noble  lord,  of  whose  conduct  and 
^  iiuse  fortune  she  had  equal  hopes.    We  have  already  seen 
l>o\v  happily  that  important  contest  ended  for  the  honour  of 
this  iia-iion ;  here,  therefore,  we  are  to  speak  only  of  what 
wa^  personally  performed  by  the  Admiral.    As  soon  as  he 
knew  that  the  Spanish  fleet  was  ready  to  sail,  he  put  to  sea, 
and  continued  cruizing  for  some  time,  till  the  court  having 
received  advice  that  the  Spaniards  would  be  unable  to  make 
any  attempt  that  year,  and  the  lateness  of  the  season  render- 
ing this  probable.  Secretary  Walsingham  wrote  to  him, 
directing  that  four  of  the  largest  ships  should  be  sent  into 
port,  and  tliu  >eamen  discharged,  to  save  expense.  The 
A^ltniral  wrote  back  to  excuse  his  not  obeyin^^  this  direction, 
an  i  in  the  close  of  the  letter  desired,  that  if  hh  reasons  were 
thought  iti-iiilicient  the  ships  might  remain  at  his  expense. 

When  he  received  intelligence  from  Captain  Fleming  of 
the  u]n  roach  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  saw  ui  what  mighty 
consciiULiice  it  was  to  iret  out  what  few  ships  were  ready  in 
tHe  port  of  Plymouth,  he,  to  encourage  others,  not  only 
appeared  and  gave  orders  in  everything  himself',  but  wrought 
aW>  with  his  own  hands,  and  with  sLx  ships  only  got  the  first 
night  out  of  Plymouth,  and  the  ne.\t  morning,  having  no 
more  ir^n  thirty  sail,  and  those  the  smallest  of  the  fleet, 
SAttaeked  the  Spanish  navy.  He  showed  his  condiut  and 
pru  knop  bv  despatch ii I L*"  his  brother-in-law,  Sir  Kdvsard 
Jiohby,  to  the  quet^n,  to  inform  her  of  the  great  dispropor- 
tion between  the  enemy*s  force  and  his  own,  to  desire  her  to 
make  the  proper  dl>[)OS!tion  of  iier  land  forces  for  the  sec  urity 
of  the  coa&t,  and  to  hasten     msdx^f  ships      pu6&ible  to  lus 
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assistance.  His  valour  he  discovered  in  the  repeated  attacks 
he  imde  on  a  superior  enemy,  and  the  excdUency  of  bis  cool 
temper  appeared  in  his  passing  a  whole  night  in  the  midst 
of  tne  Snaniah  fleet,  and  retiring  as  toon  as  he  had  hg^  to 
discover  nis  own,  withoat  loes. 

It  was  owing  to  his  magnaninuty  and  pradence  that  the 
victory  was  so  great ;  and  those  who  hare  SQfl^g^ted  that  it 
might  have  been  still  greater,  readily  adcoowlMlge  that  this 
did  not  happen  through  any  fault  of  the  A£niralf  who 
always  disooTered  the  utmost  alacrity  in  his  coantry*s  setriee. 
The  queen  acknowledged  his  merit  in  the  most  erpresaiye 
and  glorioQs  termSy  and  though  extremely  IVngal,  rewarded 
him  with  a  pennon  for  life,  and  at  his  request  granted  a 
pension  to  Captain  Fleming,  who  first  brought  tm  news  of 
the  Spanish  fleet's  being  on  our  coasts;  which  I  mentioB  to 
show  now  careful  this  great  man  was,  a  thing  uncommon 
even  among  the  greatest  men,  that  the  merits  of  inferiors 
should  not  pass  unrewarded,  or  be  snperoilionsly  overlooked* 

Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  in  his  observations,  has  s  Terr 
remarkable  passage  in  relation  to  this  noble  personage,  whioi 
the  reader  will  no  doubt  be  Tory  well  pleased  to  see  iu  his 
own  words 

«  Worthy  of  perpetual  memory,**  s^  he,  was  the  pru- 
dent policy  and  government  of  our  English  navy  in  annp 
1588,  by  the  worthy  Earl  of  Nottbgham,  Lord  High* 
Admiral  of  England,  who  in  the  like  case,  with  pure  and 
experimented  knowledge,  patiently  withstood  the  instigations 
of  many  couraseons  and  noble  captains  who  would  have  pei^ 
suaded  him  to  nave  laid  them  aboard ;  but  when  he  foresaw 
that  the  enemy  had  an  army  aboard,  he  none;  that  they 
exceeded  him  in  number  of  shipping,  and  those  greater  in 
bulk,  stronger  built,  and  higher  moulded,  so  that  they  who 
with  such  advantage  fought  from  Bbore  might  easiff  dis* 
tress  all  opjK>sition  below,  the  shwghter  peraaventure  prov- 
ing more  mtal  than  the  victory  profitable,  by  being  over* 
thrown  he  might  have  hazarded  the  kingdom,  whereas  by 
the  conquest  (at  most)  he  could  have  boasted  of  nothing  but 
glory  and  an  enemy  (k  feated.  But  by  sufferance  he  alwayi 
advaat^ped  himself  of  wind  and  tide,  which  was  the  freedom 
of  our  country,  and  security  of  our  navy,  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  theirs,  which  in  the  eye  of  the  ignorant,  (who  judge 
all  things  hj  the  external  appearance,)  seemed  invincible,  but 
truly  considered,  was  mucm  inferior  to  ours  in  all  things  of 
substance,  as  the  efcnt  prored;  for  we  sunk,  spoiled,  and 
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tool  mioj  of  them,  and  they  diminuhecl  of  oim  but  one 
■nil  pinoacey  nor  any  nuMS  of  xiamey  Mve  only  Captain 
Codsy  wbo  ^ed  with  honour  amidat  his  companj.  The 
gmtort  dmage  that,  aa  I  remember,  they  canaed  to  any  of 
oar  dnps,  waa  to  the  Swallow  of  her  Majesty's,  which  I  oad 
ia^  action  nnder  mr  charge,  with  an  arrow  of  fire,  shot 
buo  hsr  beak-head,  wnich  we  saw  not  becanse  of  tbe  sail^ 
tiD  It  had  burned  a  hole  in  ibe  rose  aa  big  as  a  man's  head,  the 
arrow  ftlling  ont,  and  driving  along  bj  the  ship's  side,  made 
m  doabt  of  it,  whicb,  after,  we  disooTered." 

In  1596  he  commanded  in  chief  at  sea,  as  the  Earl  of 
EawK  did  at  land,  the  forces  sent  against  Spain,  and  was  al 
aTCfj  grant  expense  in  providing  tor  that  expedition.  His 
prndeneeand  moderatioo,  aa  weU  as  his  peat  experience  and 
npotation  amonest  the  seamen  and  soldiers,  were  the  prin- 
dpsl  eanses  of  the  snooess  tbe  English  met  with  in  thai  ai- 
tsnpt,  and  las  conduct  throughout  tne  whole  was  so  wise  and 
fsrtooate,  that  upon  his  return  home,  the  queen,  on  the  22d 
of  October  the  same  year,  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  and 
tide  of  Earl  of  Nottingham,  bdiw  descended  firom  the 
UnStj  of  Ifowhray,  some  of  whom  had  been  earls  of  that 
coontV,  the  reasons  whareof  are  thus  inserted  in  his  patent: — 

^lliat  by  the  victory  obtained  mnno  1588,  he  had  secured 
(be  loDgdom  of  Eogbund  from  the  invaston  of  Spain  and 
cdMr  impending  dai^pers;  and  did  also,  in  coijitnction  with 
00?  dear  cousin  Robert,  Earl  of  Essex,  seise  by  force  the 
isle  and  the  strongly  fortified  city  of  Oadiz,  io  the  farthest 
part  of  Spain;  and  did  likewise  entirely  rout  and  defeat 
aaother  fleet  of  the  king  of  Spain,  prepared  in  that  port 
sgainst  this  kbgdom."— An  honourable  preamble  I  but  less 
Msdliil  in  that  rcogn  than  in  any  other,  since  it  was  wdl 
kaowD  that  queen  Elizabeth  parted  not  with  titles  tiU  Aey 
were  deserved,  and  where  she  knew  the  public  voice  would 
ttf^rore  her  favour,  as  in  this  case  it  londlv  did;  for  the 
Barl  of  Nottingham  on  his  first  goin^  to  the  nouse  of  peers 
was  received  with  unusual  marks  of  joy,  suffioi^tly  deolar- 
iog  how  worthy  the  best  judges  esteemed  him  of  his  new 
dignity,  to  which  the  queen  added  also  another,  making  him 
Lord  Justice  Itinerant  of  all  the  forest  south  of  Trent,  for 
life. 

The  next  great  service  in  which  the  Earl  of  Nottingham 
was  employed  was  in  15D9,  when  the  state  was  again  in  very 
great  danj?er.  On  the  one  side  the  Spaniards  seemed  to 
nu^ditate  a  new  invasion,  and  some  conceived  they  were  on 
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the  very  point  of  eieeiitiiig  it,  baYing  assembled  &  great  CmI 
tvFojne^  on  board  which  miaj  En^lisb  fuffitiTCSW«v« 
directed  to  repair.    On  the  other,  the  £&rl  of  rhirr^  wIm 
WM  then  Lord>LieateQaDt  of  IreUndy  acted  in  n  ttxmagm 
mauner,  treating  with  the  rebela  he  was  aent  to  rwlnoa^ 
and  fonning,  as  it  waa  believed,  soma  dee^gne  of  enp&OTiagf 
the  troopa  with  the  command  of  which  he  was  entmatad  bjf 
the  qoeeny  to  the  disturbanoe  of  her  goTemment.  Bmr 
Mijestj,  who  alwava  fdaoedh^  safety  in  V  ring  too  <|tticlc  lor 
her  enemies,  issued  her  ordera  to  the  city  of  London  to  for- 
niah  immediately  sixteen  ahips  for  the  reinforcement  of  tht^* 
navy,  and  six  thousand  men  for  her  service  by  laod.  Thm 
like  directions  being  sent  into  other  parte  of  the  longdoi^ 
such  a  fleet  and  anch  an  army  were  drawn  together  in  m 
fortnight'i  ^laee  at  took  away  all  hopes,  indeed  all  shMkrar 
of  success  from  foreign  and  domestic  enemies;  and  to  abow 
the  confidence  she  had  in  the  Admiral*s  fidelity  and  eafinei^, 
she  was  pleased  to  repose  in  him  the  sole  and  snprano  eosn^ 
mand  both  of  fleet  and  annj»  with  the  high  and  Tory  mnnnt 
title  of  Loao.LinuTSMairT-GxMKaai.  or  all  ENOLann^  mm 
o£Sce  scarcely  known  to  former,  never  revived  in  succeed- 
ing times»  and  which  he  hekl  with  almost  regal  autboritj 
for  the  ipace  of  six  weeks,  being  sometimes  with  the  fleet  in 
the  Downs,  and  sometimes  on  snore  with  the  forces. 

The  unfortunate  Earl  of  Essex  having  taken  a  sudden 
resolution  to  leave  his  command  in  Ireland,  and  retam  to 
England,  the  queen  thought  fit  to  punish  this  dangeroos 
contempt  >Nit}i  a  short  restraint,  and  afterwards  seemed 
inclinecf  to  have  received  him  aj?ain  in  favour.    But  he, 
either  hurried  on  by  his  own  rash  disposition,  or  in>ti^ted 
thereto  bv  yome  desjperate  persons  about  him,  attempt tnl  to 
raiFe  a  force  suflRoient  to  compel  the  queen  to  do  what 
he  thought  expedient.    Upon  his  failing  in  this  wild  and 
iIl*concerted  project,  he  rettrtnl  with  such  as  were  aV>out 
him  to  Essex  House,  in  the  .*^trand,  where  he  fortified  him- 
self, and  confined  the  Chancellor,  the  Chief  Justice  o(  En>^- 
land,  and  other  privy  councillors  sent  by  the  queen  to  inquiry-* 
into  the  pretended  grievances  which  bad  driven  biiri  t'.  *^  "' 
rebellious  violence.    Tbi«  w  n«  on  the  8th  of  February,  iOiH>, 
when  the  queen  ^nw  berseli  in  the  decline  of  her  life,  and 
after  she  had  triuiii]  licd  over  idl  her  foreijfn  foes,  in  the 
utmost  peril  troni  an  assuming-  f'avourito,  w  ho  owed  all  his 
crechl     lu  r  kindness,  and  w  bn  ba<l  thus  excited  a  dangerous 

aediuou  xu  her  ca|iuai»  seemingl  j  with  the  intent  to  imprison  or 
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depose  her.  In  this  perilous  situatii  ri  had  recourse  to  the 
lojiliy  Kjt  her  people,  and  to  the  eoar:itr./  .ind  condoct  of  her 
xjobilitT,  giving  the  commaDd  of  all  htr  }'>rces  to  the  L-  rd- 
Admirai,  who  she  often  &aud  was  buru  to  6erv  auU  to  &av  e 
lids  country. 

He  performed  on  this  occasion,  as  on  ail  others,  the  ctni'j^t 
the  queen  could  expect ;  h>r  he  in  a  lew  hours  redaeed  the 
i^^rl  of  E?tsex,  aftt^r  a  ruDi^ttitic  «>ally  into  the  city,  to  such 
w  trr^-^,  I  hat  hu  wa«  content  tu  vield  hiiM:-!!!'  a  prisoner;  and 
r.  had  so  doiit'.  the  Lord  High- Admiral  treated  him 
w.:l  the  lenity  and  kindness  possible.  The  same  year 
tiie  A'iiniral  ^v\us  ajipointed  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
eiecuU^^'  trie  oiEce  ut  Karl  Mar-hal  «>f  Ensrlarnl  and  to  him 
opon  her  d^-ath-bed  tliL-  queen  was  pka-cd  tu  dt-ciai'e  her 
rojai  ii.teniion      tu  the  succt:&&k>0)  in  lavuur  ui  the  Ki^a 

OF  SCOTLAJTD. 

Upon  th'.'  iccc5.-l<jn  of  king  Janieii,  Howard  liOt  unlj 
FrtaiDed  hii  great  orticc,  hunoured  by  a  l^rge  share  of  that 
princess  confidence,  but  was  likewise  the  person  of  whom  he 
Blade  cbcMce  to  officiate  as  Lord  High- Steward  at  the  cere- 
mmj  of  the  coroDation.  Boon  aner  this  he  was  named 
ambaaiador  to  the  court  of  Spain,  for  the  conclusion  of  a 
•tiict  mtercoorae  of  friendship  with  that  crown,  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty  made  at  London  the  18th  of  August,  1604, 
wherein  also  his  Lordship  had  been  an  acting  commissioner. 
It  was  Tery  requkite  that  nuch  state  shouM  be  kept  up  in 
this  embauy,  and  therefore  the  Elarl  of  Nottingham  was 
^jpointed  wHh  gmml  approbation,  not  as  a  man  of  very 
great  fortune,  but  from  the  known  generosity  of  his  temper, 
md  the  mnbar  of  his  dependents^  who  at  their  own  chme 
we  eoateBt  to  aeeompany  him  in  this  i^oya^.  Aooovdinglj 
he  set  oat  Ibr  Speia  witii  a  retinae  wheirem  were  six  peers 
miM^  li^^^  tni  iar  ^wm^i^  iimffmXUmn  he 
hid  MM  i|i^oatBeBt  ef  fiftem  thewiaiid  popiid>»  wfaMh 
fcevwrer,  very  fiir  Aort  cf  Ue  expenses.  Dinrine  the  time 
thi  fee  raided  at  Ae  eont  of  Idng  Philip  tlie  Tlurd  be  was 
Imtedwitfa  ihB  utmost  deftraoe  and  respeet,  mantained 
widi  —ifOMi  ejijiimiej  aad  to-  the  adniratiott  of  the 
fflieMffilithie  dufnity,  wl  did  the  highest  hooonr  to  the 
MieOL  Al]ds£perta0e^tlidlung  of  SpatDnedeUmpff^- 
mli^  vaJbod  at  tiMty  thmwad  pomda. 

Oa  hm  ntn*  he  waa  net  ee  ml  ftetiTed  at  eout  aa  he 
had  reeeoB  to  expect,  which  was  by  no  meem  owing  to  his 
in  eondoct,  or  tte  mtafcle  teropor  of  the  hiag  Umicif,  hot 


82  HOWA&O  OF  £FP1N0HAM. 

owing  to  some  false  reports,  that  the  A  liniraU  w  hiie  in 
Spain,  had  i-iiiued  more  state,  and  acte<l  witli  less  jirecau- 
tion,  than  became  him.  Ilnw  ever,  he  quickly  recovt.  r.*il  Li^> 
master's  ucood  ttrraees,  atteiuleU  on  the  Ladv  Eiizabvt}i  when 
she  was  iiKin  iod  to  the  Elector  Palatini  ,  and  aft.  r ward* 
t>cort<  1  In  r  with  a  squadron  of  the  roval  navy  t"  1  lushinir. 
Tliis  wao  die  1  :i«it  service  he  dul  liis  country  in  that  capacitv, 
for,  beintr  in  t\\  gruwn  very  old  and  iutirnj,itwasthoug"ht  expe- 
dient that  Ih  sliould  resign  his  office  to  the  new  favourite  \  il- 
liers,  at  thai  time  Earl,  and  afterwards  Duke  of  Bucking- ham. 

8ome  of  the  memoir  writers  of  those  days  treat  this  matter 
in  a  way  exceedini^ly  injiirious  to  the  kin^''s  memory,  dis-  j 
graceful  to  the  Duke  of  Buckmi^'liam,  and  not  miicL  fop  tlie  ■ 
repuLaiion  of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham.     The  ^um  of  their  ' 
accounts  amounts  to  this : —  The  good  old  Earl,  after  so  m;ui  v 
and  so  ^reat  services,  when,  in  a  manner,  bedridden,  wa.* 
fuiccd,  ttirough  the  ambition  of  Buckingham,  to  re.>iern  hi« 
office  of  Admiral,  which  he  did  very  unwillingly.     A"  ti. 
same  time  it  cost  the  king  dear,  who  was  obliged  to  miikc 
tliat  Earl  a  recompense.    But  that,  after  all,  he  insisted 
his  creature.  Sir  Kobert  Mansel,  being  made  Vice- Admiral 
for  life,  before  he  would  resign ;  and  thus,  say  they,  an  expe- 
rienced and  wise  officer  was  remoTed  from  a  post  of  iN^ 
highest  importance^  to  make  way  for  a  high-spirited  \  ouui^ 
unfit  for  snch  a  charge. 

It  appears,  however,  upon  the  strictest  inquiry,  and  due 
ooQsidcratioii  of  all  droamstano^  that  these  stones  are  rerj 
ill  fotindedi  and  that  in  reality  the  Earl  of  Nottingham's 
laying  down  hb  post,  after  lie  had  enjoyed  It  with  ^re^ 
honour  thirtj-two  yean»  was  not  either  uneasj  to  hiaMf,  or 
capable  of  fixing  any  disgrace  on  his  master.    The  fropoei^ 
tton  came  first  from  lumself^  without  any  participaftMm  of 
Baddngham,  or  so  much  as  his  knowledge,  and  waa,  on 
account  of  his  age  and  infirmities^  Tery  Msiiy  asreed  to. 
His  estate  was  not  great,  and  he  had  latdj  married  a  jonn^ 
wife^  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Murray^  for  whom  lis  w«a 
desirous  of  proriding,  as  well  as  fbr  to  diildrai.  TIm 
termsi  therefore,  on  whioh  he  consented  to  resign,  wet» 
these;  that  a  debt  of  eu^hteen  hundred  pounds,  due  ftim 
him  to  the  crown,  should  be  remitted ;  that  be  should  haT« 
an  annual  pennon  of  a  thousand  pounds ;  and  that,  as  Bari 
of  Nottingham,  he  should  take  precedence  In  the  hooaa^ 
according  to  the  descent  of  hb  ancestors,  so  created  hj 
Bichard  the  Second,  and  not  as  a  new-made  peer« 
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The  regnal  ning  vears  of  iiis  life  were  spent  by  the  Earl  of 
NoltiiighAm  in  honourable  ease  and  retirement,  to  the  time 
of  his  aeceA.se,  which  happened  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1624,  when  he  was  eighty-eight  years  old.  He  was  a  per.s<»n 
eitrt-mely  graceful  in  hh  appearance,  of  a  jii^t  and  honest 
disposition,  incapable  either  of  doing  bad  tlaogs  or  seeing 
Them  done,  without  expoMnir  tlu  m.  His  steady  loyalty  to 
the  C'  /Tvn  preserved  liis  reputation  uostaioed,  and  his  fortune 
unhurt,  when  the  rest  of  his  family  w^re  in  the  utmn?t 
•i&agier.  Queen  Elizabeth  knew  :iiui  valued  liis  inte;^rity, 
and  preferrf»d  bis  candour  to  the  policy  of  some  ol"  lier 
^reate:st  fa\  ou rites.  She  hn  l  a  particular  felicity  in  suiting 
men's  employments  to  their  capacities  ;  and  this  never 
ajipeared  more  clearly  than  on  those  occn-inn^,  wherein  she 
aade  choice  of  this  nobleman,  whose  unuraL:."  no  danirer 
could  daunt,  whose  Edeiitj  no  t^nptation  could  impeach^ 
much  less  cromipt. 

In  public  employments  he  aft'*  <  tud  TnaLniiticcnco,  as  much 
as  he  did  hospitality  in  private  liu ,  Iv-  (  ping  seven  standing 
houses,  as  Dr.  Fuller  phrases  it,  at  once.    It  is  true,  we 
isieet  with  opposite  .'iecnunt'^  of  this  Lord,  his  cbamcter  and 
oondact,  especially  ii;  tin-  latter  jiart  of  his  life;  but  as  the-c 
are  only  in  private  Icttir^,  \'.'ritti'n  by  one  apparently  prtjii- 
dice<i  against  him  of  \\liuni  he  speaks;  and,  as  tlu*  roULfh 
^Idier-like  beluiviour  of  Elizabeth's  active  times,  suited  little 
with  the        and  solemn  air  of  the  statesmen  in  king  James's 
court,  M  -.:  ue^.d  not  wondor,  that  among  tlu'se,  the  Earl  of 
^ottLngharii  met  with  souio  detractors,    ilia  actions  are 
5Tif!icient  to  ftiience  envy,  and  tu  dc^truy  the  credit  uf  rnali- 
aam  ceosures.    He  who  beat  the  Spanish  armada,  equippe<l 
*fteet  efficient  to  assert  the  sovereignty  uf  the  sea  in  a  fort- 
night's time,  and,  by  his  presence  alone,  dispirited  tlie  Earl 
of  Ea^x's  a<lherents,  must  have  been  a  very  extraordinary 
taao.    Though  we  sli  nld  grant  to  his  enemies,  that  he  \v;ts 
not  very  learned,  an']  "  X pressed  hini-i-lf  a  little  bluntly,  for  a 
pefsou  of  so  bieh  {quality,  yet  he  had  little  or  no  linotiire  of 
those  arts  wiiic li,  though  thej  are  peculiar^  do  no  great 
Woour  to  a  court. 

I 

BOBFTRT  DEVEREUX,  Earl  of  Essf.x,  Ahmtral, 

OtNtttAL,  AND  CoMMANDKR-IN-ChIEF   Ot    iSka   AM)  LaND 

FoirF-* — Robert  Devereux  was  son  to  Walter,  the  tirst 
Eaa  of  E^-fx,  by  Lettice,  daughter  to  Sir  Franoi^;  Knollv^, 
who  was  related  to  Queen  Elizabeth.    Ue  was  buru  on  the 
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tenth  of  November,  1567,  at  Nethewood,  his  father's  seat  ia 
Herefordshire.  When  hi?  father  breathed  his  last  in  Irel&odjp 
at  which  time,  this  his  son  was  onlv  in  tiu-  tenth  Tear  of  his 
a^e,  he  rri?ommended  him  to  the  protection  of  the  K;irl  of 
Sussex,  and  to  the  care  of  Lord  Borl^gfa^  whom  be  appointed 
bis  guardian. 

In  1578|  when  he  was  about  twelve  year?  nf  aLTt^.  K-  wa.^ 
sent  to  the  university  of  Cambridge  I  y  ilie  Lord  Buriei^h, 
who  placed  him  in  Trinity  Collev'^e.  iiii'U  r  tlu-  enre  of  I>r. 
Whitgift,  thi  II  master  of  it.  lie  there  apphed  him«>elf  to 
learain^,  with  more  diligence  than  wa*?  u«iial  in  persons  of 
his  raDK.  and,  in  the  year  1582,  took  the  de^^-^rtv  of  Mast^  of 
Arts.  Ke  soon  after  left  Caml  rid^re,  and  retired  to  hi«>  nwn 
1:'ju-l-  at  Lampsiej  in  S'riiith  ^^  iiles,  wht-re  hr  '■j  t  ni  «ome 
time,  and  became  enamoured  ui  his  rtiral  retreat^  that  ba 
was,  with  diffictilty,  prevailed  upon  to  quit  it. 

His  first  appearance  at  court,  at  least  as  a  candidate  for 
roval  favour,  was  i  i  tlie  ventet-nth  vear  of  hi«  aLTf.  nrd  he 
brought  thither  a  fint*  j  iT^on,  an  agreeable  ur.  :ind 

an  affability  which  prucureii  liiiri  many  friends.  lit-ide* 
these  qualiiicatiuns,  which,  ti'jither  with  his  hiirh  rnnV, 
iiatu»*r*!l'^'  rA<?<»fT>T!»p:uKd  him  lo  tlie  notice  of  tht"  t^ut.-trD,  it 
must  also  be  remembcrt  d,  that  hi-  iiu  ther  was  cousin  to  tt<. 
Queen,  and  had  now  bLt  n  icr  ^t-meyeari-  wife  to  Kli/al»eth'? 
preat  tavourite,  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  However,  the  young 
?]arl  of  Essex  was  at  hrst  extremelv  averse  from  makinr 
any  use  of  Lticester  s  assistance,  but  he,  at  length,  so  far 
overcame  this  reluctaiiCt,  that,  in  tiie  year  1585,  ne  accom- 
panied that  nobkiiian  to  Huliiindy  where  he  was  appointetl 
general  of  the  hor«e.  And  in  this  quality  ho  gave  tht 
nighest  proofs  of  pe^^onai  courage  iu  the  battle  of  Zntphen, 
in  1586,  in  which  action  Sir  rhilip  Sydney  was  mortally 
w  niiiided  ;  and  for  his  gallant  behaviour  upon  this  occa^iot, 
thr  I'^ai  l  of  Leici^ter  conferred  upon  liim  the  iiuoour  ot^  a 
knight- hanm-ret  in  his  camp. 

On  his  return  to  England,  in  1587,  the  Earl  of  E«sex  wa5 
made  roanter  of  the  horse;  and  in  the  year  1588,  when  her 
Majesty  thought  fit  to  assemble  an  army  at  Tilbury,  for  thi 
defence  of  the  kingdom  against  the  Spaniards,  she  ga\e  ihc 
command  of  it,  nn<lt  r  herself,  to  the  Larl  of  Leicester,  and 
appointed  the  1-iari  of  Essex  general  ui  th<^  horse.  He  wa» 
ai&o,  ahout  this  time,  made  a  knight  of  the  garter. 

In  1589,  8ir  .John  Norris  and  ^^ir  Francis  Drake  having' 
uudertakea  au  expedition  for  restoring  Don  Antonio  to  the 
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crown  of  Portagal,  the  Earl  of  Essex,  desirous  of  sharing 
the  gtorjy  impradentW  followed  the  fleet  and  army  to  Spain, 
witfaoat  the  knowledge  or  coDsent  of  the  queen.  li'm 
Lordship  emrried  with  him  his  brother,  Walter  Devereux, 
Sir  Philip  Butler,  aad  otben.    They  joined  the  English 
fleet  on  the  thirteenth  of  May ;  on  the  sixteenth  they  landed ; 
and  the  seme  day  the  Biri  of  EawK  skirmished  with  the 
Speoiards.     He  wae  nresant  in  erory  action  that  passed  in 
tl»  neighlMmrboed  of  rJabon;  and,  by  a  trumpet,  challenged 
the  eoveraor,  or  any  of  e^ial  qoality  with  himself,  to  single 
eomtei.   At  Ifligth,  when,  for  went  of  artOlerr,  it  appeal 
impraedenble  toe  then  to  beeone  mMtew  of  the  castle,  and 
their  nnny,  whidi  had  been  muA  leaiened  by  the  attack 
wpmtk  OorunOy  diminiihtng  daily,  it  wae  fonnd  neoeesary  to 
return  hon^  wlueh  tlief  did  towardi  the  month  of  Jane. 
Th0  mMoo  Imd  been  mmi  di^eaaed  at  Basex*a  letthig  out 
OQ  thie  eapeilitkm  witfaoat  her  permlnion ;  at  hk  retoroy 
however,  1^  aooo  reoorered  her  Mijeiity'i  good  moea,  but 
wiMh  he  atfain  haiarded  by  a  prirate  marriage  witn  Frances, 
onlj  danpgwMr  of  Sir  Franeis  Walaingbam,  and  widow  of 
8tr  Phihp  Sydner,    From  this  time^  for  lome  yean  the 
!Barl  of  Fisef  haa  no  opportunity  of  dietingninhing  himielf 
ia  pratenooalaorrkwa.  fleaometimeiamoiedhiinaelf  with 
thoao  laneifol  entertatomenti,  wUch  were  at  this  time  in 
YOgM.  ^Bsseiy**  says  Mr.  Horace  WaIpolai<<  was  gaUant, 
nnr***^i  and  ostentadoas;  his  sbooting-maiohes,  in  the  eye 
of  the  city,  gained  Urn  great  nopnlaiiw ;  the  ladies  and.tne 
people  aorer  oeaeed  to  adore  nim,   fius  genlns  tor  diows^ 
wma  Ihoae  pleasms  that  carry  an  image  of  war»  was  as 
I  smarlaMt  as  hb  spirit  in  the  profesnpn  itielf.**   One  of 
his  maslri,  wfaieb  waa  exhibited  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
15W^  is  deseiibed  br  n  contemporary ;  an  eitract  flrom  the 
mxm^nt  of  which  will  present  to  the  reader  some  idea  of  the 
simmwnnnfs  of  that  age.  ^  Mr  Lord  of  Essex's  device^** 
am  Bowland  White,  ^  is  moen  commended  in  these  kte 
Snnahs.   Some  pretty  while  before  he  came  in  himself  to 
the  tilt»  be  ssnt  his  page  with  some  speech  to  the  qaeen, 
who  retained  with  her  Mijesty*s  glore.   And  when  he 
osaso  himsslff  he  was  met  by  an  old  hermit,  n  secretary  of 
states  n  brave  soUier,  and  an  esqahre.    The  first  prAented 
bim  with  n  hock  of  meditations;  the  second  with  political 
dbeoarses  ;  the  third  with  orations  of  brare  fought  oattlm ; 
die  fNHlh  was  bat  his  own  follower,  to  whom  tlie  other 
three  imparted  mnoh  of  their  parpoee  before  the  Earrs 
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entry.  In  shorty  each  of  them  eDdeftTonred  to  win  tan 
OTor  to  their  pr  fesnon,  and  to  pemiade  him  to  leave  hii 
vain  following  of  loTe>  and  to  betake  him  to  beaveoiT  medi- 
tation." But  the  esquire  answered  them  all,  and  told  them 
plainljy  That  this  Imight  would  never  forsake  his  miatrow's 
IOV69  whose  virtue  made  all  his  thoughts  dinnop  whose  wii> 
dom  taught  him  all  true  policy,  whose  beauty  and  worth 
were  at  M  times  ahle  to  make  him  fit  to  oommand  aranes^" 
He  pointed  out  all  the  defects  of  their  several  pursuhs,  and, 
therefore,  thought  his  own  course  of  life  to  be  best  in  serrii^ 
his  mistress.  The  queen  said,  that  If  she  had  thought 
tiiere  would  have  been  so  mudi  said  of  her,  she  wouMl  not 
have  been  there  that  ni^ht." 

In  1596,  an  expedition  was  set  on  foot  agidnst  the 
Spaniards.  The  force  employed  herein  was  Ter?  oondder- 
able,  in  all  not  less  than  a  nundred  and  fifty  saO,  of  which 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  were  men-of-war;  but  of  diese, 
only  seventeen  were  the  queen's  ships,  the  rest  bang  fanedi 
and  fitted  up  for  this  voyage.  On  board  this  fieel  were 
embarked  upwards  of  seven  thousand  men.  The  joint  oosii- 
manders  of  the  expedition  were,  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and  the 
Lord- Admiral  Howard,  both  of  whom  had  ei^ended  gnst 
sums  of  thm  own  in  this  armament.  The  particular  dnigD 
of  this  expedition  was,  to  destroy  the  Spuiiah  fleet  in  me 
port  of  Cadiz,  and  to  make  themselves  masters  of  that  rieb 
city.  The  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  Sir  Walter  RaMgb, 
Sir  Francis  Vere,  Sir  George  Oarew,  and  Sir  Crooyets 
Clifford,  had  commands  in  this  expedition,  and  were  nnied 
as  a  council  to  the  Earl  of  Essex  and  the  Lord-Adlniinl. 
Besides  the  English  fleet,  there  was  also  a  Duteh  sqoadroi^ 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Van  Duveovoordf  cooaistiiig 
of  twenty  .four  ships,  well  manned  and  victualled. 

This  navy  lay  for  some  time  at  Plymouth,  till  all  tUngf 
could  be  got  ready ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  <|ueen  secmsii 
every  now  and  then  disjMOsed  to  countermand  this  expeditioB, 
whidi  gave  mat  uneasineBs  to  the  Earl  of  Essex,  who  wss 
very  eu^er  for  die  enterprise.  However,  on  the  first  ef 
June,  m  whole  fleet  set  sail  with  a  faur  wind  for  the  ossit 
of  Spain.  Thej  sent  before  them  seme  armed  tendsn^ 
whiwibtercepted  every  ship  that  could  carrv  intelligence  te 
the  enemy;  and  thev  thttnselves  were  so  fortunate^  when 
they  came  near  Cadiz,  as  to  tal»  an  Lfish  vessel,  by  which 
they  learned  that  that  port  was  full  of  merchant  ships  of 
'great  value,  and  that  the  Spaniards  lived  in  perfect  seourity» 
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vilhiaft  any  afiprebfliifliovisof  sneMmj.  This  iiit«IBgeDee 
ndi  eoeoimged  the  EngUflh  fleets  and  gare  tfaem  the 
prefect  of  a  foftQaate  iMae  to  the  eDterprise.  ^ 

Tun  amred  in  sight  of  Cadis  on  the  twentieth  of  June. 
They  wand  the  town  indiflinrently  well  fortified,  and  defended 
bj  a  strong  OttUe,    In  the  port  were  fiftj*nine  Spanish 
wip$,vmy  of  which  were  laden  with  treasure,  and  nineteen 
or  tw^tj  gallejs.    It  was  reserved  the  same  day,  in  a 
flosnefl  of  war^  to  land  all  their  forces  at  St.  Behastian's; 
Imt  when  thej  cwie  to  attempt  it,  it  was  found  impracti- 
cible.    It  was  aHerwards  determined  to  attack  the  ships 
sad  gaUejs  in  the  bay,  though  this  attempt  was  deemed 
KRaewhat  rash ;  but  Essex  strenuously  urged  the  enterprise, 
and  when  ho  foond  the  resolution  at  last  taken,  he  threw  his 
hat  into  the  sea  for  joy.    He  felt,  however,  a  mat  mortifi- 
estion,  when  the  Iford-Admiral  informed  hun,  that  the 
(raeeD,  who  was  anxious  for  his  safety,  and  who  dreaded 
toe  effects  of  his  warm  and  ardent  temper,  had  secretly  given 
orders,  that  be  should  not  he  permitted  to  command  th  van 
b  the  attack.     That  dutv  was  performed  by  Sir  Waiter 
Kskigfc,  and  the  Lord  l*homas  Howard;  but  Essex  no 
SOODsr  came  within  reach  of  the  enemy,  thsji  he  forgot  the 
prooiise  wlttch  the  Lord-Admiral  had  exacted  of  him,  to 
keep  in  the  midst  of  the  fleet.     He  broke  through,  and 
prosstnl  forward  into  the  thickest  of  the  fire,  and  the  enemy 
were  soon  obliged  by  the  English  to  slip  anchor,  and  retreat 
ftrther  into  the  bay,  where  they  ran  many  of  their  ships 
mound.    The  Bt.  Andrew  and  the  St.*  Matthew,  two 
i^ianish  ships,  were  recoT^d  by  our  men,  before  the 
fiftniards  could  fire  them.    The  8t.  Philip  and  St.  Thomas 
were  fired,  and  so  were  many  of  the  rest.    One  of  their 
argosies  was  taken,  whose  ballast  was  great  ordnance,  and 
mother  was  burned  with  the  rest  of  the  ships  of  war. 

The  Spanish  navy  being  thus  defeated,  the  Earl  of  Essex 
landed  his  men  at  the  port  of  Puntal,  and  immediately 
iBarcbed  to  the  attack  of  Cadiz.    He  met  with  five  hundred 
Spaniards  near  the  town;  but,  instead  of  making  any 
resiftance,  they  retired  with  such  precipitation,  and  were  so 
closely  pursued,  that  the  Eiiglish  had  very  nearly  entered 
the  city  with  them.    However,  Sir  Francis  Vere  broke 
the  princqMd  gate,  and  Essex  immediately  entered  it ; 
^D<i)  bj  the  impetuous  valour  of  the  English,  the  town  was 
pr^ntly  taken,  without  the  loss  of  any  man  of  note,  except 
^  Jolm  Wiogfield,  who  was  killed  in  the  market-place. 
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Next  morning  the  castle,  which  was  all  that  now  ranmined 
to  the  Spaniards  within  the  towiit  offered  to  capitulata^ 
w  birh  it  md,  upon  the  following  terms : — That  the  cittMM 
should  haye  liberty  to  depart  with  their  wearing  dotbes,  and 
all  the  rest  to  to  as  a  booty  to  the  soldiers;  that  five  hoodrod 
and  twenty  tnousand  ducats  should  be  given  for  tbetr 
ransom ;  and  fortr  of  their  principal  dtiaoia  Mot  to  liinnianrl 
as  bostMres,  till  the  same  was  paid.'* 

The  Earl  of  Essex,  whose  genero^ty  was  equal  to  fcis 
valour,  treated  his  prisoners  with  the  greatest  humamly. 
And  he  caused  proclamation  to  be  made^  that  no  violmeo 
should  be  offered  to  the  Spaniards,  and,  especially,  to  women, 
children,  or  churchmen.  The  women  were  suffered  to 
depart  with  all  the  clothes  and  jewels  thrj  could  carry  npoo 
them  ;  and  care  was  taken  to  see  them  all  embarkody  wiliKMit 
the  least  violence  beintr  offered  to  their  persons. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  conquest,  gloriously  for  the 
English,  and  fatally  for  the  Spaniards,  The  KngHsh  bad 
not  only  made  themselves  masters  of  the  city,  where  thej 
cfot  a  prodi^^olI.s  booty,  bnt  also  of  two  ships  of  vast  force; 
and  they  carried  off  upwards  of  one  hnndrcii  pieces  of  brass 
cannon,  and  sunk  or  destroyed  tw(  Ive  hundred  more.  The 
Spaniards,  besides  the  vast  booty  that  they  lost,  aii<l  the  rtiin 
of  their  trade  to  the  West  Indies  for  that  year,  saw  the  }>tst 
fortified,  and  mo^t  important  city  in  their  dominionn,  taken ; 
thirteen  of  their  ships  of  war,  and  forty-four  vessels  of  all 
denominations  richly  laden,  destroyed;  and  their  eoemies 
rioting  in  their  spoils,  or  iTisultincr  over  that  boasted  poweTf 
which  had  prepared  chains  for  England  and  for  >]urope. 

The  Earl  oi  Essex,  anxious  for  glory,  re^arde^l  this  frreat 
success  onlvas  a  step  to  farther  achievement^ ;  he  insisted  on 
the  keepiirj:  possession  of  Cadiz,  and  he  undertook,  with  four 
hundred  men  and  three  montli's  prn visions,  to  defetid  the 
place,  till  succours  shrmld  arrive  from  Encrland.  But  this 
was  oppo^^  d  by  the  other  cunimanders,  who  were  also  little 
di<|>os.Ml  to  any  new  eiit(  rprises.  They  cseemed  satisfied  with 
thi  honour  that  thi  y  had  already  acqnired  ;  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  many  of  the  utVicers  were  inij)atient  to  return 
homo,  in  urdur  lu  secure  their  phimkr.  Aeeordinjrly,  haviDg 
amassed  together  all  the  riche.H  thcv  eould  make,  demoli&hea 
the  forts,  and  b^irned  all  the  public  editiees  in  the  city,  tbo 
churches  exuej'ti  d,  the  English  tleet  attain  j)ut  to  «ea. 

The  first  placi'  which  the  fleet  canie  to,  alter  it»  departnro 
from  Cadizj  was  i*  aro«  a  biiihop's  see  in  Portugal^  to  which 
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there  was  no  safe  entrance  for  the  English  ships,  the  town 
hoDg  sttnated  a  leagne  from  the  sea,  and  served  with  a 
OiROW  creek.  It  was,  therefore,  determined  to  land  the 
Smm  ID  a  bay  three  leagues  from  the  town,  and  to  march 
I^K^Omtf  whix^y  h&n^  forsaken  by  the  iwhahitanti,  was  taken, 
aad  the  meo  sent  into  the  country  brongfat  good  store  of 
profkiona  vgAnaUog  the  mny.  T&s  artHlery  tonad 
tlMre  WM  likewise  ooDTeied  to  the  ships  i  and  the  i«q;iiiMiiti^ 
after  six  deje*  stay,  retmmed  to  ibem  Uie  way  by  whieh  thsj 
csflM.  Here  the  Eail  of  Esisk  had,  for  his  share  of  the 
kootj,  a  very  valuable  library,  wUdk  had  bdoMpad  to  Jsrom 
Osonns,  sMoesnvelv  bishop  of  SThas,  and  of  Algarfa,  in 
wideh  laet  see  he  &d  in  IMO,  being  as  smiiMnt  ftr  the 
•isganee  of  his  Latm  stjle  in  all  his  writingSt  as  Ibr  his 
smilcDt  hielory  of  Emaaiid,  Idng  of  PortogaL  A  ooiu 
■dsrable  part  of  tUs  library  was  altsrwards  giw,  by  the 
SbA  of  Eases,  to  the  pubUc  library  bsgnn  by  Mr.  Bodley, 
in  1507,  Id  the  Univsrsity  of  OxmdL 

After  their  d^>artiire  from  Paro,  a  oovneil  of  ivir  wee 
ssOedy  in  which  the  Barl  of  Essex  was  very  urgent  for 
ssiling  towards  the  isles  of  Aaoresy  in  order  to  istempt  tiie 
Fkte  fleet ;  bat  in  thb  he  was  orerr  uled»  and  it  was  resolTed 
to  hold  on  their  course  to  the  Gmjne,  ESsssk  then  proposed 
to  sand  all  the  weak  and  ill-inaiined  ships  to  Eogundf  and 
offsred,  with  two  of  the  queen's,  and  tsn  other  sh^  to 
mske  towards  the  Aaores;  but  tins  proposal  was  also 
tijeotedf  onder  pretext  of  the  Tittt  bis  by  siolams  and  othe^ 
erwjdeiitaj  and  the  scarcity  of  proviskMis.   TUs  extrsmsfy 
chagrined  the  Earl  of  Essexi  and  he  obli^  every  member 
of  the  oonndl  of  war  to  sign  the  opinion  he  deliTered« 
Whsn  the  fleet  came  before  iSd  Groyne,  they  found  nolhbg 
but  an  empty  harbour^  both  there  and  at  FenroL  Esses 
Asn  proposed  to  land  the  troops,  and  attempt  to  take  the 
Chroyn^  while  tibe  ships  should  cmiae  elong  the  coasts  of 
Gallicia;  but  in  this  he  was  sgain  OTerruled;  and,  on  the 
ttgfatfi  and  tenth  dsYS  of  August,  the  whole  English  fleet 
retomed  to  PlrnMHitii. 

The  Earl,  after  his  return  from  the  Gadiz  expe<lition,  was 
in  Ugh  esteem  both  with  the  queen  and  with  the  nation, 
and  he  probably  would  have  clayed  a  greater  dsgree  of  her 
Majesty's  £iTour,  if  he  had  been  leas  in  favour  with  the 

r pie,  or  if  he  had  seemed  to  value  it  at  a  lower  rate  than 
did.     But  bsiQg  little  capable  of  dissimulation,  the 
warmth  of  his  temper  at  once  discovered  his  real  sentiments 
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of  affection  or  dislikp,  which  easilv  ex  posr  d  him  to  the  desiirns 
of  nis  enemies,  who  were  well  skilled  iu  those  arta  with  which 
he  was  but  little  acquainted. 

Tn  the  >j)rinir  of  the  year  1597,  the  l^ing  of  Spain  fitted 
out  a  fresh  armada  from  Lisbon,  composed  not  only  of  hLs 
own  ships  and  ^^alleys,  but  also  of  all  that  he  could  take  up, 
or  hire  in  Italy,  or  elsewhere.  On  board  of  these  he 
embarked  a  larg-e  body  of  troops,  especially  of  the  Irish, 
intending  to  invade  both  England  and  Ireland;  but  the 
winds  disappointed  him,  scattered  his  fleet,  and  cast  away 
thirty-six  ships.  Upon  which,  the  Earl  of  Essex  strongly 
recommended  to  the  queen  the  fitting  out  a  squadron,  in 
order  to  intercept  the  Plate  fleet  near  the  Azores,  and  also 
to  burn  the  Spanish  ships  io  the  harhours  of  the  Groyne 
and  Fcrrol.  Iler  Majesty  approving  of  this  proposal, 
e<iuipped  a  large  fleet,  connsting  of  forty  men-of-war,  and 
seventy  other  ships,  to  which  the  Dutch  added  ten  men-of- 
war.  There  were  embarked  on  board  this  fleet  five  thousand 
new  levied  soldiers,  and  a  thousand  veteran  troops.  The 
Earl  of  Essex  was  appointed  Admiral^  General,  and  Com- 
mander-in-chief, both  of  the  sea  and  land  forces ;  the  Lord 
Thomas  Howard  was  appointed  Vice-Admiral,  and  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  Rear-Aamiral ;  the  Lord  Mountjoy  was 
Lieutenant- General  of  the  land  forces,  and  Sir  Francis 
Vere  Lord-Marshal.  Many  persons  of  distinction  attended 
as  volnnteers;  and  we  may  ^ess  at  the  interest  Essex  had 
in  the  snccess  of  this  voyage^  by  the  nnmber  of  his  fHends 
who  engacred  in  it ;  amongst  those  of  the  nobility  were,  the 
£arls  of  Rutland  and  BouthamptODi  and  the  Lords  Orom- 
well  and  Rich. 

Bat  his  sanffuine  hopes  were  in  some  measure  disanpointedt 
for  no  sooner  had  this  powerful  fleet  set  sail  from  Plymouth, 
than  they  met  with  a  furious  storm,  of  four  days*  continn- 
ance,  which  shattered  and  dispersed  them,  and  they  w«t 
forced  to  put  back  to  Plymouth  in  a  bad  condition,  whers^ 
after  they  were  reflttedf  they  remained  wind-bound  neariy  a 
month,  in  which  time  great  part  of  their  provisions  was  con- 
sumed. While  the  licet  was  thus  laid  up»  the  Earl  of  Essex 
and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  repaired  to  murt  to  reocire  fresh 
instructions.  The  proposals  made  by  Essex,  even  after  this 
disappointment,  were  very  bold  and  great,  but  so  extremely 
difficult  and  dangerous,  that  the  queen  w  ould  not  oounte* 
nance  his  projects,  but  rather  left  the  direction  of  the  expe- 
dition to  the  commanders-in-chief,  according  as  the  season 
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tiU'l  circurastani  r.ii  ^^ht  encourage  or  ptiriult.  And  as  the 
provijiions  wore  now  groatlv  fxhau^ted,  Essex,  l>y  tlie  queen's 
command,  dismissed  all  tii<  soidierSj  except  liie  thousaod 
▼eteran?  eomtoanded  l)v  Vcre. 

On  the  seventh  of  August,  1597,  the  Earl  of  Essex  again 
set  sail  witli  his  fleet.  He  sr«on  found  it  utterly  impossible 
for  liim  to  burn  the  Spanish  ^liips  in  their  ports ;  and  he, 
liierefore,  appeared  openly  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  coast 
with  a  few  ships,  in  order  to  draw  out  their  fleet,  but  this 
bein^  without  effect,  he  returned  home. 

The  Earl  uf  Essex,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  England, 
repaired  to  court,  where  he  had  the  mortiti cation  to  find  that 
Sir  Robert  Cecil,  who  had  been  the  year  before  made  secre- 
tary of  state  against  his  Lordship*s  inclination,  had  also  been 
made  chancellor  of  the  dutchy  of  Eaueaster  during  his 
absence.  But  v.  l  at  provoked  him  most,  and  which  he  couhl 
not  brook,  \\as  tiie  advancement  of  tlie  Lord-Admiral 
Howard  to  the  Earldom  of  Nottingham.  He  showed  evi- 
dent  signs  of  great  displeasure,  retired  to  his  house  at  Wan- 
stead^  an^l,  under  pretence  of  sickness,  absented  himself  from 
parliament.  The  cause  of  his  discontent  was  not  altogether 
unreasonable.  By  \  iriue  ut  a  regulation,  made  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  P^iL'hth,  tliC  great  ciiainbt  rLiin  of  En-  Iruul, 
the  earl-marshal,  the  lord-admiral,  and  the  steward  of  the 
household,  were  to  h;i\e  precedency  in  parliament  uf  ail 
peers  of  the  ^nmv  lank,  so  that  if  the  Earl  of  Essex  had 
attendeil  the  service  of  the  house,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
create<l  but  a  few  weeks  before,  would  have  taken  place  of 
him,  i]i  virtue  of  this  regulation.  Essex  also  particularly 
resenti.'d  it,  that,  in  the  patent  for  Nottingham's  promotion, 
it  was  said,  that  this  dignity  was  conferred  upon  him  on 
account  of  his  services  in  the  year  1588,  against  the  Spanish 
armada,  and  also  since  in  the  taking  of  Cacliz,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Earl  of  Essex.  But  Essex  thought  himself 
injured,  that  any  share  in  the  latter  action  should  be  ascribed 
to  Nottingham;  and  he,  therefore,  for  some  time,  retired 
from  court  in  disgust.  However,  in  December  of  the  year 
1507,  the  Earl  began  to  appear  more  publicly  than  he  had 
done  for  some  time  before ;  but  he  then  proposed  to  have 
Nottingham's  patent  for  the  Earldom  altered,  insisting  to 
have  right  done  him,  either  by  a  commission  to  examine  it, 
or  by  combat  against  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  himself,  or 
any  of  his  sons,  or  of  his  name,  who  should  defend  it ;  or 
that  her  Mftjestj  would  take  the  consideration  of  the  affair 
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into  her  own  hands,  and  then  he  wuuld  submit  to  vvliat>-ver 
she  should  please  to  determine.    This  comt^>t  gave  gr^i^t 
disturbance  to  the  court,  and  inti  rtniptiou  to  uU  other  dma* 
ness.    Sir  Walter  Ualeigh  was,  thtrui'urc,  empluvcd  by  tbo 
queen  to  rocoiu  ile  the  two  Earls ;  but  Essex  seemed 
resolve<l  not  to  agree  to  less  than  an  alteration  ui'  NottiD^f- 
ham's  patent,  which  could  not  be  done  without  tlie  consent 
of  the  latter.     However,  on  the  Ibth  oi'  December,  the 
Earl  of  Essex  received  satisfaction,  being  created  EarU 
Marshal  of  Kngland  by  her  Majesty's  letters- 1 wit ent,  which 
oiHce  gave  him  thu  precedence  of  Nottingham,  who,  on  the 
20th  of  December,  resigned  his  stat^'  of  Lord- Steward,  and 
the  next  daj  retired  to  his  house  at  Chelsea,  preteodio^ 
sickness. 

About  this  period  a  private  council  was  called  to  deter- 
mine upon  a  proper  person  to  be  made  Governor  of  Ireland. 
Essex  and  tliu  (jueen  were  at  variance  as  to  the  tittest  ninn. 
The  dispute  was  warm,  and  the  minister,  unable  to  pi.'r^>uade 
his  sovereign,  contemptuously  turned  his  back  upon  hir. 
rrovoked  at  his  insolence,  she  bade  him  retire  and  be 
hanged,  riocompanying  her  command  with  a  blow  on  the 
face.  Essex,  thrown  off  his  guard,  clasped  his  sword, 
svv  taring  the  affront  was  such,  as  he  coald  not  and  would 
not  put  up  with.  He  withdrew  in  anger,  and  for  scune 
time  seemed  to  set  at  deiiance  the  queen's  displeasure,  but 
at  leng^  he  submitted,  and  was  restored  to  favour.  A 
renewal  of  troubles  in  Ireland  required  a  new  OoTemor, 
and  EtMx  was  qipcmited  to  this  office,  which  be  accepted^ 
thouff  h,  probably,  much  against  his  indioatlon,  for  in  a  letter 
whien  1^  wrote  to  tlie  qoeeo  before  bk  d^>arture,  be  asks. 
From  a  miod  deligbtiDg  in  aorrow,  fhmi  nnrits  waited 
with  pasaon,  from  a  beart  torn  in  pieoet  wHb  oare,  grief, 
and  travul,  from  a  man  that  biletb  Mmsal^  and  all  things 
elie  that  keep  bim  alive,  wbat  ierrioe  can  jonr  Majeetj 
expect,  since  any  lenrioe  past  deeflrrea  no  more  thia  banisb- 
snentandprosenptaontotbeeiinedeitof  allidaDdsr  He, 
howerer,  wait,  bat  bb  focoeia  did  not  oorreipoiid  witb  tbe 
eipeotatkMie  that  bad  been  fbrmed  hw  tbe  qoeent  and  tbat 
mi  indeed  been  esdted  bj  bia  own  Mtterti  be  reiohred  to 
retnrn  to  Tindioete  bii  ooodnet.  AnMo^  nneipeeted^, 
and  in  deiianne  of  tbe  oemmanda  under  wbieb  be  oogbt  to 
bnTe  aoted»  be  tbrew  Umieif  at  tbe  feet  of  bit  ao?et«ign, 
wboat  tot  ieoned  to  reosTe  bun  with  more  &fo«irtbanne 
bad  anrtoipateclt  but  be  was  eoon  after  treated  with  much 
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seTcritj,  committed  to  private  custody,  examined  with  rigour 
before  the  council,  and  suspcndea  from  almost  all  his 
empiuvments.  He  endeavoured  to  bear  the  reverse  of  for- 
tune with  patience  and  lortitude,  but  his  feelinj^'^s  and  passions 
o%'ercame  nis  rca^iu,  and  he  sunk  into  an  alarming'  illness; 
during  which  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  favoured  with 
suuie  ertraurdinary  tokens  of  the  queen's  remaining  regard, 
aimI  he  might  still  have  reinstated  himself  in  her  favour,  but, 
bein?  set  at  liberty,  and  listening  to  the  dantjrerous  counsels 
of  Ciit^'e,  who  bad  been  his  secretary  in  Ireland,  he  seemed 
anxious  tu  take  revenge  on  his  enemies.  A  conspiracy  was 
irvrnied  aK^inst  the  person  of  the  sovereign,  which  being 
dL:>covered,  Lord  Essex  and  others  were  ap|)rehen<led,  under 
a  charge  of  hieh  treason.  He  and  his  chief  adherent,  the 
Earl  of  Soutlianipton,  were  committed  to  the  Tower,  and 
w»^re  afterwards  tried  by  a  jury  of  their  peers,  and  were 
f'  tiin  l  guilty  of  the  crimes  with  which  tliey  were  charged. 

ntence  wa?^  pronounced,  and  the  Earl  uf  Essex  heard  it 
\\\\][  composure,  as  a  man  prepared  for  his  fate.  The 
quctrii  W  its  lonLT  belore  she  could  be  brought  to  sign  the 
fatal  warraiit  for  the  execution  of  her  once  favourite 
minister ;  she  waited  for  an  application  for  mercy,  and  con- 
strued his  silence  into  an  obstinacy  not  to  be  forgiven.  He 
was  executed  on  the  25th  of  February,  IGOl.  He  met  his 
death,  not  with  any  appai*ent  anxiety  or  terror,  but  with  a 
humility  and  contrition  which  his  rehgion  inspired.  He 
sutierexi  in  his  thirty-fourth  year.  liis  character  was 
adorned  with  many  splendid  virtues :  he  was  brave,  open, 
and  atT^H^tionate :  but  it  mui^t  be  admitted  that  his  conduct 
was  often  marked  with  rashness,  violence,  and  precipitancy. 
He  was  a  friend  and  the  patron  of  literature.  His  memory 
hik&  been  always  p<)pular.  and  his  unfortunate  end  ha.s  been 
the  subject  of  four  dirt'erent  traL;-c(Hes,  It  is  generally 
believed  that  he  applied  for  pardon,  by  sending  a  ring  whieh 
the  queen  had  given  him  to  be  used  in  time  of  need,  but 
that  his  message  was  intercepted  by  the  treaehery  of  the 
Countess  of  J^ottipgham. 

BIR  JOHX  HAWKINS  was  a  native  of  Devonshire, 
and  descended  of  a  good  family,  and  born  probably  in  1520. 
He  was,  from  his  youth,  addicted  to  navigation  and  the 
study  of  the  matberaatic-,  as,  indeed,  were  all  his  familyi 
and  began  very  early  t<j  cai  ry  his  skill  into  practice,  by 
making  several  voyages  to  tipain,  Portugal,  and  the  Cana- 
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rieSf  which  were  in  those  days  actnbordinarj  miderialdngSf 
and  must  have  given  him  mueb  more  experience  than  almost 
any  of  his  contemporaries.  * 

Of  these  voyages  we  have  no  iNurticnlar  acconnt,  anj 
more  than  of  those  of  his  father,  William  Hawkins^  who 
was  likewise  a  great  seaman,  and  the  first  of  our  nation  who 
made  a  Toyage  to  Brazil.  His  son»  probably,  reaped  the 
benefit  of  ms  observationsy  for  he  came  early  into  the  world 
with  a  great  reputation,  and  was  employed  by  qneen 
Elisabeth  as  an  officer  at  sea,  when  some,  who  were  after- 
wards her  chief  commandm,  were  bat  boys,  and  learnod 
the  skill  by  which  they  rose,  from  him. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1502,  he  formed  the  design  of 
his  first  famous  voyage,  important,  no  doubt,  in  its  conse- 
quences, and  highly  lauded  by  his  contemporaries,  but 
inaflected  upon  now  with  little  pleasure,  as  having  beea  the 
first  occasion  on  which  Englishmen  engaged  in  the  accursed 
slave  trade.  In  several  trips  to  the  Canaries,  where  he  had 
made  himself  much  beloved,  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  th  • 
slare  trad^  and  of  the  mighty  profit  obtained  by  the  sale  of 
negroes  in  the  West  Indies.  After  due  consideration,  he 
resolved  to  attempt  somewhat  in  this  way,  and  to  raise  a 
subscription  among  his  friends  for  opening  a  new  trade,  first 
to  Guinea  for  slaves,  and  then  to  Ilispaniola,  St,  Johii«  de 
Porto  Hico,  and  other  Spanish  islands,  for  sugars,  hide^ 
silver,  &c. 

At  the  expense  of  himself  and  his  friends  a  little  fleet  was 
prepared,  on  board  of  which  there  were  about  one  hundred 
men  in  all.  With  this  squadron  he  sailed  from  the  coast  of 
England  in  the  month  of  October,  1562,  and,  in  hb  course^ 
first  touched  at  Teneriffe,  sailed  thence  to  the  coast  of 
Guinea,  where,  having  by  force  or  purchase,  acquired  three 
hundred  negro  slam,  he  sailed  directly  to  Hispaniola,  and, 
making  there  a  large  profit,  he  returned  safe  into  England 
in  the  montb  of  September,  1503. 

The  neict  year  ne  made  another  voyage  with  a  mnch 
greater  force,  himself  being  in  the  Jesus  of  Lubedc,  a  ship 
of  seven  hundred  tons,  accompanied  by  the  Solomon,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  tons,  and  two  barks.  He  saOed  from  < 
Plymouth  the  dghteenth  of  October,  1564,  proceeded  to  dke 
coast  of  Guinea,  and  thence  to  the  Spanish  West  Indies, 
where  he  forced  a  trade  much  to  his  profit;  and,  after 
visiting  the  port  of  the  Havannah,  came  nome  throngii  the 
Gulf  of  Ftoridsy  anivlng  at  Padstowe^  in  Oomwall,  on  the 
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tweotiflth  of  September,  1565,  hanni^  lost  but  twenty  per- 
wam  m  the  whole  Tojage,  aod  brin^infl;  with  him  a  Urge 
mgtt  of  very  rich  commodities.  Hu  skill  siid  success  had 
WW  niaod  urn  to  woxk  a  reputation,  that  Mr.  Har^ej*  then 
dsfcDcteoz  lring-at-arii%  jspraated  Mm,  by  patent,  for  his 
crest,  a  demi-moor  in  ha  prof^  coloor,  Doimd  with  a 
eofd** — a  worthy  symbol  of  tne  infamona  traffic  wUdi  he 
had  opened  to  bia  oonntry. 

In  the  hegimihig  of  the  year  1567,  he  sailed  to  the  relief 
of  the  French  protestaats  in  Boohelle,  and,  returning  home 
in  the  snmrner,  began  to  make  the  oecessarr  preparations 
&r  his  third  voyage  to  the  West  Indies^  which  he  undertook 
tome  time  afterwards, 

Mr.  Hawldns  made  this,  as  he  did  his  former  Toyage,  In 
the  Jesus  of  Lnbeck,  aeoompanied  by  the  Minion  and  four 
other  ships.  He  sailed  with  these  from  Plymouth  the  second 
of  Odobert  1567.  At  first  they  met  with  sneh  storms,  that 
thy  had  thoaghts  of  retnming  home;  but  the  weather 
growing  better,  and  the  wind  ooming  fair,  he  continued  hb 
coone  to  the  Canaries,  thence  to  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and 
so  to  the  Spanish  America  to  sell  his  negroes.  The  governor 
of  Bio  de  la  Hadia  refusing  to  tnid%  Hawldns  landed  and 
took  tfie  town,  in  which  tho*e  seems  to  have  been  some  col- 
huion,  for,  notwithstanding  this,  they  traded  together  in  a 
friendly  manner,  Ull  most  of  the  negroes  were  sold.  Thence 
he  ssiled  to  Oarths^^mia,  where  he  disposed  of  the  rest ;  but. 
In  rstoming  hom%  oeing  suiprised  with  storms  on  the  coast 
of  Florida,  he  was  forced  to  steer  for  the  |>ort  of  8t.  John 
de  USoa,  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Mexico.  He  entered 
the  port  on  the  sixteenth  of  Scj[»tember,  1568,  when  the . 
Spaniards  came  on  bouril^  supposing  him  to  have  come  from 
Spain,  and  were  exceedingly  nrighted  when  they  found  their 
miitaka.  Mr.  Hawkins  treated  them  very  dvillv,  assuring 
them  that  all  be  came  for  was  provisions;  ndtner  did  he 
attack  twelve  merdiant  ships  that  were  in  the  port,  t!i.  oar- 
goes  of  which  were  worth  J&200,000,  but  contented  himself 
with  aeixiDg  two  persons  of  distinotion,  whom  he  kept  as 
hosteges,  while  an  express  was  sent  to  Mexico  with  an 
aeooont  of  his  demands. 

The  next  <iay  the  Spanish  fleet  appeared  in  sight,  which 
gave  Captain  iuiwkins  great  uneauness,  for,  if  he  kept  them 
out,  he  was  sensible  they  must  be  lost  with  all  thev  had  on 
bostd,  u  Idch  amounted  to  nearly  two  millions  sterling— an 
set  which,  considering  there  was  no  war  declared  against 
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Bpun,  he  wm  afraid  his  native  sovereign,  queen  FHt^Viith  ' 
would  never  pardon.  On  ihe  oUmt  hand,  be  was  no  leH 
sensible  that,  the  port  being  narrow,  and  the  town  pretty 
populous,  the  Spaniards  wcmld  not  Ihily  if  onee  thej  were 
suffered  to  come  in^  to  attempt  some  treacherr.  At  length 
he  determined  to  adnnt  the  fleet,  provided  the  new  Tkero| 
of  Mexico,  who  was  on  board  it,  would  agree  that  the  £og* 
lish  should  haye  yiotaalB  for  their  money,  that  bosta^ 
should  be  g^vcn  on  both  sides,  and  that  Uie  island,  with 
eleven  pieces  of  brass  cannon  which  were  therein,  should  be 
jidded  to  his  erew  while  thev  staid.  At  these  demands  the 
vicerov  at  first  seemed  highfj  diqileased,  yet,  qjaoMj  afteri 
he  yielded  to  them,  and,  at  a  personal  comerenoe  with  Mr. 
Hawkins,  solemnly  promised  to  perform  them. 

At  the  end  of  thne  davs,  all  things  being  ooncluded,  the 
fleet  entered  the  port  on  tne  26th9  with  the  usual  salii^o^ms, 
and  two  days  more  were  employed  to  ran^e  the  ships  of  each  { 
nation  bj  tibemselves,  the  officers  and  sailors  on  both  sidss 
using  reciproeal  civilities,  and  professing  a  great  deal  ef 
MeMship.  But  the  Spaniards  intended  notmng  but  pro* 
feesionSf  for  thej  had  muMered  one  thousand  men  on  land, 
and  designed,  on  Thursday  the  24th,at  dinner  time^  to  beset 
the  En^ish  on  OTery  aae.  On  the  day  appointed,  in  ths 
morning,  the  English  perceired  the  Spftniaras  shifting  their 
wei^nsfWmi  Aip  to  shin,  and  pobtbgtheir  ordnance  tomods 
them;  they  likewise  oosenreil  n  greater  number  cf  men 
passing  backwirds  and  forwards  than  the  business  on  board 
the  ships  required,  wUeh,  with  other  cneumstances,  giviag 
grounds  of  suspiei<m.  Captain  Hawkms  sent  to  the  Tieenj 
.  to  know  the  meaning  of  audi  unusual  motions,  whemmon 
the  Tieeroy  oroers  to  haTe  eventUng  removed  thai 
might  give  toe  English  umbrage  wiUi  a  promise^  on  the 
ftitiiof  aTiceroy,to  bethdrderaioe  against  any  clandeetiDe 
attempts  of  the  Bpmiiards.  The  eaptain,  nowerer,  not 
beinff  satisfied  with  this  answer,  because  no  suspected  a  greet 
number  of  men  to  be  hidden  in  a  ship  of  nine  nundred  lon^ 
whicii  was  moored  neit  one  of  hb  barks,  sent  the  master  ef 
the  Jesus,  who  understood  Spjuiieh,  to  know  of  the  vioeNv 
whether  it  was  so  or  not.  The  rioeroy,  finding  he  cow 
conceal  his  mean  and  Yillanons  design  no  longer,  'ifHmd 
the  master,  and  caunng  the  truinpet  to  be  seemded,  the 
Spaniards,  on  this  signal,  of  which  thev  were  appriaed, 
b^gan  theattack  upon  the  English  on  all  sidea.  Those  who 
were  iqion  the  island,  being  strudc  with  fear  at  this  sudden 
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dibtrkiDg  in  great  nimilMn  at  sevenui  placet  at  oiioe»  akfw 
flMD  an  witboot  merer,  excepting  a  few  who  eeoeped  on 
board  fbe  Jeeiie. 

Tbe  frml  tbq>^  wbereio  tbree  bnndred  men  wei^  COD- 
eeiled,  tmmediatel  j  Ml  on  boerd  tbe  htA  Mbiion ;  bat  eboy 
btTing  put  all  bands  to  woik  tbe  moment  tbeir  anqpieione 
eeawnencfuly  bad  hi  tbat  ebort  ^mce,  wbicb  wae  bat  a  bare 


deer,  and  avoided  tbe  first  bnmt  of  tbe  great  Aip,  tbe 
ktUr  clanped  tbe  Jesns  aboard^  wbicb  was  at  tbe  time  time 
attadbed twoofberriiqis.  Howeveri witb mncbado^and 
tbe  foes  of  many  men,  sbe  kept  tbera  off  till  she  bad  cot  ber 
cabky  and  got  cleer  abo.  As  soon  as  the  Jesus  and  tbe 
Jdiskm  were  got  two  MpB*  length  frcmi  tbe  Spanish  jfleet, 
tbey  began  tbe  fight,  which  was  so  Auioas  tbat  in  one  boor 
ibe  Admiral  of  tbe  Spaniards  and  another  ^ip  were  sap. 
posed  to  be  sunk,  and  their  Vic^Adroiral  burned,  so  that 
tbey  bad  little  to  fear  from  the  enemy's  ships,  but  they  suf. 
fered  eicceedingly  from  tbe  ordnance  cm  tne  island,  wlticb 
sunk  tbeir  smau  dnps,  and  mangled  all  the  masts  and  rigging 
iji  the  Jesus  in  sadi  a  manner,  tet  there  was  no  hopes  <^ 
brirgiog  her  off. 

This  being  the  caae^  tfiey  determined  to  {ilace  her  for  a 
dielter  to  tbe  Minion  tffl  nigfat,  and  then,  taking  out  of  her 
what  Tiotnals  and  other  necessaries  tb^  could,  to  leave  ber 
behind.  But  presently  aAer  perceivmsr  two  large  shipe, 
fired  bj  tbe  Spaniards,  bearing  down  mrecdy  upon  them, 
the  men  on  board  tbe  Miniott,  in  great  consternation,  without 
consent  of  either  the  captain  or  master,  set  sail  and  made  off 
from  tbe  Jesus  in  such  haste  tbat  Captain  Hawkins  bad 
searee  time  to  reach  her.  As  for  tbe  men,  most  of  them 
followed  in  a  small  boat,  tbe  rest  were  left  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Spaniards,  which,  says  tbe  captain,  I  donht  was  very 
little. 

The  Miaidi  and  tbe  Judith  were  tbe  only  two  English 
ships  that  escaped ;  and  in  tbe  niebt  the  Judith,  ^vhicb  was 
a  bark  only  of  fifty  tons,  separated  herself  from  the  Minion, 
on  board  which  was  Captain  Hawkins  and  tbe  best  part  of 
his  men.  In  this  distress,  having  little  to  eat,  Im  water,  in 
unknown  seas,  and  many  of  his  men  wounded,  he  continued 
tfll  the  eighth  of  October,  and  then  altered  a  creek  in  the 
of  Mexico  in  order  to  obtain  some  refreshment.  This 
Wtt  about  the  mootb  of  the  rirer  Tampico,  in  the  latitude 
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of  23  dmees  86  miniites  N.|  wbevB  his  conHMinj  dindin^ 
one  hunored  deared  to  be  put  on  shores  and  the  rest*  who 
were  about  the  same  number* ,  resolved  at  all  eTents  to 
endeavour  to  get  home.  AcGordtnglv,  on  the  16th,  thej 
weighed  and  stood  through  the  Qulf  or  Florida,  makmg  the 
beet  of  thdr  wajr  for  £urope.  In  their  jpassage  they  were 
forced  to  put  into  Ponte  Vedra  in  Spain,  where  the 
Spaniards  coming  to  know  their  weakness,  thought, 
treacherj,  to  setae  them  a  second  time,  but  thej  sn^ecttiii^ 
this,  sailed  forthwith  to  Vigo,  not  far  off. 

They  there  met  with  some  English  ships,  whidi  supplied 
their  wants,  and  dgoarting  on  the  20th  of  January,  1568, 
arrived  in  Mount's  Bay  in  Cornwall,  the  25th  of  January 
following.  As  to  the  hardships  endured  in  this  unfortunate 
expedition,  they  cannot  be  more  strongly  or  ezacUyjnetured 
than  in  the  following  lines,  wiUi  wmch  detain  Hawldsa 
concludes  his  own  rdaUon: — ^*^If  all  the  miseries  and 
troublesome  affurs,**  ears  he,  ^of  this  sorrowful  v  va<re 
should  be  perfectly  and  thoroughly  written,  there  alKnud 
need  a  painful  man  with  his  pen,  and  as  great  a  time  as  be 
bad  that  wrote  the  lives  and  deaths  of  the  martyrs,**  *  In 
reward  of  hb  famous  action  at  Bio  de  la  Hacha,  Mr.  Cock, 
then  Clarencteuz,  added  to  his  arms,  on  an  escutcheon  of 
pretence,  or  an  escallop  between  two  palmer's  staves  SaUe^ 
and  his  patent  for  this  auKnientati<«i  is  still  extant. 

This  expedition  probably  damped  the  ardour  of  our  navi- 

gator  for  maritime  enterprise,  and  he  chose  to  continue  at 
ome;  however  his  sovereign  thought  proper  to  give  him 
still  an  opportunity  of  employing  Ya»  skifi  and  experienoe  in 
the  public  service,  by  appointing  him,  in  1573,  treasurer  of 
the  navy.  Thb  post  was  at  that  tune  not  only  of  censur- 
able honour  and  profit,  but  of  great  trust  likewise,  the 
treasurer  ccMnptroller  of  the  navy  having  usually  the 
command  of  the  squadron  destined  to  protect  the  narrow 
seas,  and  in  a  great  measure  the  direcUon  of  what  mi^ht  be 
styled  the  economy  of  the  navy,  with  r^ard  to  building, 
repairing,  equipping,  victualling,  and  manning  the  vesseis 

•  These  nrc  the  l;i^t  words  of  Captain  Hawkins's  relation;  but 
the  inqiusuive  reader  may  tiiid  some  further  cireumstances 
rclaiinc  to  this  unfortunate  voyage,  in  the  Travels  of  Miles 
I'iiilips  aiid  of  Job  Ilartop,  two  of  the  men  set  on  bhorc  by  Sir 
John  Hawkini>  iu  the  Bay  of  Mcjacu,  m  Hakiuyt's  CoUectioni 
vol.  Ul. 
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io  tbe  qneeD*s  serrioe.  lo  the  discharge  of  this  ofllcep 
Captaio  HAwkiiis  gvre  die  Ingbest  proofs  of  bb  cugticitj  uid 

when  the  Spanish  fleet  went  to  fetch  Aone  of  Austria, 
the  la«t  wife  of  Philip  the  Second,  out  of  Flander?,  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  with  a  small  squadron  of  her  Majestj^s 
ship?,  Has  ri'lmg  in  Catwater,  which  the  Spanish  Admiral 
pcTotu  ing,  he  endeavoured  to  run  between  the  island  and 
the  place  without  paring"  the  usual  salutes.  Sir  John 
ordered  the  gunner  of  hi>  own  ship  to  fire  at  the  rigginL'  f>f 
the  Spanish  Admiral,  who  taking  no  notice  of  it,  the  gunnor 
fircJ  iitixt  at  thp  H'tII,  and  sh^^t  throneh  and  through.  The 
Spani.'ir'ls,  upon  this,  took  in  their  flag-?  and  topsails,  and 
nitt  to  au  anchor.  The  Spanish  Admiral  then  sent  an 
officer  of  distinction  in  a  hni%  to  carrj  at  once  his  compli- 
ments and  complaints  to  Sir  .f' 'hn  Hawkins.  He,  standing 
iip*jn  deck,  would  not  either  admit  the  officer  or  hear 
message,  but  bid  hira  tell  his  Admiral,  that  having  neglected 
the  respect  due  to  the  queen  of  England,  in  her  ^fn^  and 
port,  and  having  so  large  a  fleet  under  his  coin and,  he 
inu^t  not  expect  to  Ije  there,  but  in  twelve  hours  weigh  his 
anchor  and  be  gon*».  otherwi-e  he  should  regard  him  as  a 
deckrt-d  eoemj,  im  oondttct  haviDg  alreadj  rendered  him 
suspect  e<i. 

The  »S:  nnish  Admtral  upon  receiving  this  raessacre  came 
off  in  person,  and  went  in  h5«  boat  to  the  Jesus  of  Lubeck, 
on  board  which  Sir  John  Hawkins's  flai:  wri":;  flvinir.  d<-^!ring 
to  speak  with  him,  which  at  fir^t  w;i>  rLiU'c«i,  out  at  length 
graoted.  The  Spaniard  tb*.  n  c  xj.n^tnl.ii.- !  the  matter, 
Uisiste-i  that  there  was  peace  beiwt-i  n  tlie  t^^  *  t  r  '  .'.  ns,  and 
that  he  knew  n  .t  what  to  make  of  the  treatiiunt  li*^  had 
receive^!.  Sir  John  Hawkins  told  him,  that  his  own  arro- 
gance had  brought  it  upon  him,  and  that  he  could  not  but 
know  what  re«r»ect  was  dne  to  the  queen's  sliips ;  that  hu 
had  despatched  an  express  lo  her  Maie^ty  with  advice  of  his 
behaviour,  and  that  in  the  njeantime  he  would  d^»  well  to 
dtpart.  Tiic  SpnTtiard  «?till  pleaded  ignorance)  and  that  he 
was  readv  to  gi\<;  ^.ui -faction. 

Upon  this  Sir  Juim  Hawkins  told  him  mildly  that  he 
could  nut  be  a  stranger  to  what  was  practised  by  the  French 
•nd  Spaniards  in  their  own  seas  and  ports,  adding,  "  Vut 
the  eve.  Sir,  that  an  English  tl-  .-i  came  into  any  of  the 
l^ink'  your  master's  ports,  his  Maj-^'^ty's  ships  bein^  there, 
aiui  UKAse  Ungliflh  shipa  abouid  carrj  then:  tiags  m  their 
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tops,  would  you  not  shoot  them  down,  and  beftt  the  ihipi 
ont  of  your  port  ?**  The  Spaniard  owned  he  wofuld,  con- 
fessed  be  was  in  the  wrong,  submitted  to  the  penalty  Sir 
iotin  imposed,  waa  then  Terr  kindly  enlertainedi  nod  thr-j 
parted  very  ffood  friends.  This  aooonnt  we  hare  from  hti 
ton,  Sir  Eicbard  Hawkins,  who  was  eye-witness  of  ail  tbat 
passed. 

The  next  great  action  of  this  worthy  seaman  was  hm  scr* 
vice  nnder  tne  Lord  High- Admiral,  in  1588,  against  the 
Bpanuh  armada,  wherein  he  acted  as  Bear^Aamirai  on 
board  her  Majei^*s  ship  the  Victory,  and  bad  as  large  a 
share  of  the  danger  and  honour  of  that  day  as  any  man  hi 
the  fleet,  for  which  he  most  deservedly  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood ;  and  in  pnrsnit  of  the  flying  Spaoiards  be 
did  extraordinary  service,  Insomu<di  that  on  his  return  frtm 
the  fleet  he  was  particularly  commended  by  the  queen. 

In  1590,  he  was  sent,  in  coigunction  with  Sir  Martm 
Frobishcr,  each  having  a  squadron  of  fire  men  of  war,  to 
infest  the  coasts  of  Spain,  and  mter<^pt  if  possible  the  Plate 
fleet.  At  first  bis  Catholic  Majesty  thought  of  opposiiig 
these  famous  commanders  with  a  sunenor  fleet  of  twenty 
sail,  under  the  command  of  Don  Alon^o  de  Bassan,  hut 
upon  more  mature  deliberatkm  be  abandoned  this  deiigni 
directed  Lis  ships  to  keep  dose  in  port,  and  sent  instmctieos 
to  the  Indies  that  the  fleet,  instead  of  returning,  sbould 
winter  there.  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  his  colleagues  mot 
seven  months  in  this  station,  without  performing  anytbhig 
of  ootCf  or  so  much  as  taking  a  single  ship.  Thev  afVer* 
wards  attempted  the  island  of  Fayal,  which  had  submitted 
the  year  before  to  the  Earl  of  Cumberiand,  but  the  citadfl 
being  refortified,  and  the  inhabitants  well  Aimished  with 
artillery  and  ammunition.  Sir  John  and  bis  associates  were 
forced  to  retreat,  Howerer,  by  oompeUing  the  Spanish 
nary  to  fly  into  fortified  ports,  they  destroyed  their  repots 
tion  as  a  marithne  power,  and  the  wintering  of  tbsir  Piste 
shqps  in  the  Indies  proved  so  great  a  detriment  to  the  mscw 
cbiuits  of  Spain,  that  many  broke  in  Serille  and  ocbsr 
places ;  berides,  it  was  so  great  a  preiudioe  te  tbclr  tbsssIi 
to  winter  in  the  Indies,  that  the  damage  could  not  be 


accrued,  the  end  of  ibis  expedition  was  ftiily  answered  and 
the  nation  gained  a  yery  signal  advantage,  by  grievomlf 
dirtressing  hat  enemies. 
The  war  with  Spain  contintti^gi  and  it  bciqg  evidsnl 
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thai  nothing"  cralled  the  enemy  so  much  a?  tlie  losses  thev  met 
with  in  thr  Indies,  a  propo^itioii  was  made  to  the  queen  by 
Sir  Juim  Hawkins  and  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  most  expo- 
riexiced  seamen  in  her  kingdom,  for  undertaking  a  more 
effectual  expedition  into  those  parts  than  had  been  hitherto 
made  through  tlie  whole  course  of  the  war;  and  at  the 
same  time  they  offered  to  be  at  a  great  part  of  the  expense 
themselves,  and  to  engage  their  friends  to  bear  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  rest.  There  were  many  motives  which 
induced  our  Admiral,  though  then  tar  in  years,  to  hazard 
hi-i  I  »riLiue,  his  re  putation,  and  his  person  in  this  dangerous 
Bti  vice,  amongst  whieh,  this  was  not  the  last  or  the  least, 
that  hia  MJii  Kicha.rd,  who  was  afterwards  Sir  Richard 
Hawkins,  was  at  thi:j  time  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  some  hopes  there  was  that  in  the  course  of 
sQch  an  enterpri:»^  an  opportunity  might  offer  of  redeeming 
him. 

The  queen  readily  gave  ear  to  this  proj)08al,  and  Air* 
nished  on  her  part  a  stout  squadron  of  men-of-war,  on 
board  one  of  which,  the  Garland,  Sir  Ji>hn  Hawkins 
embarked.    Their  squadron  consisted  of  twenty-seven  ships 
and  b.irk«»  and  their  whole  lt»rce  amuunted  to  about  two 
thou^'ind  live  hundred  men.    Of  all  the  enterprises  through- 
oat  thi'.'  ^^ar,  therr  wa^  none  of  which  so  q'reiit  liope  was 
concejvril  as  this,  ami  vet  none  succeeded  worse.    The  fleet 
was  detained  for  sunH-  time  after  it  was  refidy  on  the  English 
eoast  by  the  arts  of  the  Spaniards,  who  having  intelliirence 
of  its  strenq-th,  and  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  equipped, 
conceivt  il  tliat  th*-  only  means  by  w  hioh  it  could  be  defeatofl 
wa«  praeti-iuL^  >r>me  contrivances  that  might  disap]>oint  the 
first  tj\}iloits  intended,  by  procuring  delay;  in  order  to 
which  tliey  gare  out  that  they  were  ready  themselves  to 
invn  1^  Entrland,  and  to  render  this  the  mori*  {n  <)liii])K  ,  they 
actually  sent  four  ^^nlleys  to  make  a  sudden  descent  on 
Cornwall.    By  these  steps  they  carried  their  point :  for  the 
queen  and  the  nation  being  alarmed,  it  was  held  by  no 
monns  proj)er  t-*  send  so  great  a  number  of  stout  ships  on  so 
long  a  voyage  at  so  critical  a  juncture. 

At  la.st,  thi>^  «^torm  blowiTiir  ovir,  the  fleet  sailed  from 
Plymoutli  on  the  twenty-eiu'hth  of  Antrust,  in  order  to  exe- 
cute til"  ir  jj-nuid  design  of  burning  Nombre  de  Dios,  marching 
thence  by  land  to  Panama,  and  there  seizin^^^  the  treasure 
which  they  knew  wnn  arrived  at  that  pl  iee  from  Peru.  A 
&w  days  before  tbmr  departure^  the  queen  sent  them  advice 


Digitized  by  Google 


102 


8IR  lOBM  RAWJKIII9, 


that  the  Platr  fleet  was  safely  arrived  in  Spain,  exc^ydn^ 
only  a  single  galleon,  which  having  lost  a  mast,  bad  been 
oblig€Hl  to  return  to  Porto-Rico ;  the  taking  of  this  vessel 
she  recommended  to  them  as  a  thing  very  practicable,  and 
which  could  prove  no  great  hinderance  to  their  other  affairs. 
When  they  were  at  sea,  the  generals  differed^  as  is  nsoal  in 
conjunct  expeditions.  Sir  John  Hawking  was  for  execoting 
immediately  what  the  queen  had  commanded^  whereas  Sir 
Francis  Drake  inclined  to  go  first  to  the  OanarieBy  in  which 
he  prevailed  ;  but  the  attempt  they  made  was  unraccesafnl, 
and  then  they  sailed  for  Dominica,  where  they  spent  too 
much  time  in  refreshing  themselves  and  setting  up  their 
pinnaces.  In  the  meantime  the  Spaniards  had  aent  five 
stout  frigates  to  bring  awav  tlio  galleon  from  Porto-Rico^ 
having  exact  intelligence  of  the  intention  of  the  English 
Admirals  to  attempt  that  place.  On  the  thirtieth  of  October 
Sir  John  Hawkins  weighed  from  Dominica,  and  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  the  Francis,  a  bark  of  about  thirty- 
'  five  tona»  and  the  sternmost  of  Sir  Johu*8  ships,  fell  in  with 
the  five  sail  of  Spanish  frieates  before-mentioned,  and  was 
taken;  the  oonsequences  of  which  being  foreseen  by  Sir 
John,  it  threw  him  into  a  fit  of  sickness,  of  which  he  dM  on 
the  twenty.first  of  November,  1595,  when  they  were  in 
sight  of  the  island  of  Porto-Rico, 

Sir  John  had  naturally  strong  parts,  which  he  improved 
by  constant  apnlication.  He  was  apt  in  council  to  differ 
from  other  men  a  opinions,  and  yet  was  resenred  in  discoTer- 
ing  his  own.  He  was  slow,  jealons,  and  somewhat  irreso* 
lute,  yet  in  action  he  was  merciful,  apt  to  forgive,  and  a 
strict  observer  of  his  word.  As  he  bnd  passed  a  great  part 
of  his  life  at  sea,  he  had  too  great  a  dislike  of  land^ldiers. 
When  occasion  required  it,  he  could  dissemble,  though  he 
was  naturally  of  a  blunt  rather  than  of  a  reserved  disposition. 
And  now  we  are  making  a  catalogue  of  his  faults,  let  ns 
not  forget  the  greatest,  which  was  the  love  of  moner, 
w  herein  he  exceeded  all  just  bounds.  In  spite,  howerer,  of 
his  imperfections,  he  ^^  always  esteemed  one  of  the  ablest 
of  his  profession,  of  which  these  are  no  inconsiderable  proofs, 
that  he  was  a  noted  commander  at  sea  forty-eight  years^  and 
treasurer  of  the  navy  two  and  twenty. 

He  and  his  eldest  brother  William  were  owners  at  once  of 
thirty  pail  of  good  ships;  and  it  was  generally  owned  that 
Sir  J  ohn  1  lawkins  was  the  author  of  more  useful  inventions, 
and  introduced  into  the  navy  better  regulations,  than  any 
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officer  before  his  time.  One  instance  of  this,  aTunnjjr  many, 
w«  the  inf^titotion  of  that  noble  fund,  the  Chest  :a  Uliathain, 
trhifh  a;;.^  the  humane  aaJ  wise  contrivance  vi  this  gentle- 
UiAh  an<l  8ir  Francis  Drake;  an  1  their  scheme,  that  seamen 
s&k'  and  successful  should,  by  a  vulunlary  ilcMluctinn  from 
their  ikiy,  irive  reUef  to  the  wants  and  ro  w  i-  i!  to  tliose  who 
art  i^iaijucd  In  the  service  of  their  coufiii  v,  a  as  a[)proved  by 
iht  queen,  and  has  been  adopted  by  posterity.  Sir  John 
Hawkins  buih  ai>o  a  noble  hospital,  which  he  plentifully 
endow e^i,  at  the  same  place,  lie  was  elected  member  of 
parUameut  three  times. 

SIR  FRANCIS  DRAKE  was  the  first  person  who  made  a 
Toyage  round  the  world,  and  was  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Kn^li^h 
fleet  in  1 588 .  According' t  o  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Camden, 
who  professes  to  have  taken  it  from  his  own  mouth,  iSir  Fran- 
cii  was  son  of  a  person  in  ordinary  circumstances,  who  lis  td 
at  a  small  village  in  Devonshire,  and  Sir  Francis  Russell, 
tftorwards  Earl  of  Bedford,  was  his  godfather.  His  father, 
hiYllM^  embraced  the  Protestant  religion,  was  obliged  to 
<Ioit  (us  country  and  retire  to  Kent,  where  he  first  read 
prarers  od  board  the  fleet,  was  afterwards  ordained  deacon, 
«n«  in  process  of  time  became  vicar  of  the  church  of 
UpDore.  As  for  our  Francis  Drake,  he  was  bound  appren- 
ws  to  the  master  of  »  coasting  vessel,  whom  he  served  so 
faithiollj,  that  dring  unmarried  he  bequeathed  his  ship  to 
Onke,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fortunes. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  many  or  indeed  most  of  the  circum- 
itsaoes  in  this  stoty  mwr  be  tme»  If  brought  into  thdr  riffht 
^^Her^  but  as  thej  stand  in  Camden,  they  cannot  be  so;  foVf 
lint,  tlus  account  makes  our  bero  ten  years  older  than  he 
was;  neorty  If  his  father  fled  about  the  six  articles,  and  he 
WIS  bom  some  time  before.  Sir  Francis  Russell  could  hare 
Imoi  bat  a  diild,  and  therefore  not  likely  to  be  his  godfather, 
Anether  story  there  is  as  drcumstaotial,  and  written  as 
earlv,  wfaidiy  perhaps,  some  judicions  reader  will  be  able  to 
rmacile  wi^  this;  but  whether  that  can  be  done  or  not,  I 
think  it  better  deserves  credit.  *  According  to  this  relation^ 

•  Upon  thi5  suhject,  Dr.  Soulhey  has  the  following  note : — 
"Camden  says,  Drake's  father  was  rnllpd  in  question  by  the 
of  the  six  articles ;  but  Cainpbeii  observes,  that  if  Drake 
va-  b  -I  !i  wme  time  before,  l.»ir  Francis  Russell  could  have  been 
bill  ciii.d,  and,  therefore,  not  likely  to  have  been  his  godfather: 
Moreover,  he  says,  this  account  makes  him  ten  years  older  than 
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I  find  that  he  was  the  son  of  one  Edmnnd  Dimbe^  an  honeel 
sailor,  and  born  near  Tarisfcock  in  the  year  1645»  beings  tbe 
etdeet  of  twelve  brethren,  and  brought  up  at  the  espente 
and  under  the  care  of  hU  kinsman,  Sir  J  oka  Hawldns.  I 
likewise  find,  that  at  the  age  of  e^hteen  he  was  pureer  of  a 
ship  tradinff  to  Biicaji  that  at  twenty  he  made  a  Toyage  to 
CKiinea,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  had  the  honour  to  he 
appointed  captain  of  the  Judith,  in  the  harbour  of  St.  John 
de  Ulloa,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexieo,  where  he  behared  moet 
gallantly  in  that  glorious  action  under  Sir  John  Hawkius, 
and  returned  with  nim  into  England  with  a  very  great  repu- 
tation, but  not  worth  a  single  groat. 

Upon  thisy  he  oonoeived  a  design  of  making  rcprisaki  on 
the  kin^  of  Spain,  whkdi  some  say  was  put  into  his  head  bf 
the  mmister  of  his  ship,  his  ftlher,  by  one  account;  and,  to 
besure^inseadiTinitytheeasewaselear:  thekingof  Soain's 
subjects  had  undone  Mr.  Drake,  and  therefore  lir*  Drake 
was  at  libertr  to  take  the  best  satisfaction  he  could  on  the 
subjects  of  the  king  of  Spain.  This  doctrine,  how  rudely 
soever  preached,  was  yeiy  taking  in  Englandi,  and,  there- 
fore,  he  no  sooner  published  his  design,  tluui  be  had  numbers 
of  volunteers  ready  to  accompany  him,  ihoagh  they  had  no 
such  pretence,  even  as  he  had,  to  colour  their  proceedings. 
In  1670,  he  made  his  first  ezpeditk>n  with  two  diips,  uis 
Dragon  and  the  Swan,  and  the  nest  year  in  the  Swan  aloo^ 
wherein  he  returned  safe  with  competent  advantages,  if  not 
rich ;  and  having  now  means  sufficient  to  peribrm  greater 
matters,  as  well  as  skill  to  conduct  them,  he  laid  the  plan  of 
a  more  important  design  with  respect  to  himself  and  to  Us 
enemies. 

he  really  was.  But  Drake  was  two  aad  twenty  when  he  obtained 
the  command  of  the  Judith :  this  carries  back  his  birth  to  1544, 
at  whidi  time  the  six  artidee  were  in  force,  and  Francis  Rusidl 
was  seventeen  yeafs  of  age.  Fuller  says,  upon  this  occasifln, 
that  '  the  sting  of  Popery  still  remained  in  England,  theuj^  dM 
teeth  were  knocked  out,'  and  that  Drake  was  bom  in  DeroQ* 
shire,  and  brought  up  in  Kent,  '  God  dividing  the  honoor 
betwixt  two  counties,  that  iho  one  miirht  have  his  birth,  and  the 
other  his  education.'** — British  Admirals,  by  Hobcrt  Souihcy, 
LL.l).,  Poet  Laureate,  toI.  iii.,  p.  99.  Dr.  Souiliey  says  that 
"  tlic  (  (jttagc  iu  which  Dniku  was  born,  on  the  beautiful  banks  of 
the  tiavy,  was  deiiiuiished  some  thirty  years  ago,  till  which  tinni 
it  had  remained  unchanged ;  a  stall  for  cattle,  belonging  to  tho 
Uim  house  hard  by,  now  stuids  upon  its  site.-*/ME. 
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This  he  put  in  execution  on  the  24th  of  March,  1572,  on 
vhkh  day  he  saile<l  tVdin  rivmouth,  himself  in  a  ship  called 
the  Pa*cha,  of  the  hurJt  ii  or'  seventy  tons,  and  his  brother 
Joha  Drake  in  the  Swan,  ul  twenty-five  tons  burJen,  their 
whole  strength  consisting  of  no  more  than  twenty-three  men 
And  boys;  and  with  this  inconsiderable  force,  on  the  22d  of 
Jaly,  he  attacked  the  town  ui"  Nuiabre  de  Dios,  whicli  then 
serveti  the  Spaniards  for  the  same  purpo^sos,  thoneh  not  so 
cinveQiently,  a«  those  for  which  they  after  wards  u^vd  Porto 
Beilo.    He  tcM.k  it  by  storm,  notwithstanding  a  very  dan- 
gerous wnimd  he  received  in  the  action  ;  yet  upon  the  whole 
they  \ure  n.^  great  gainers;  but  after  a  very  bri>k  ;u  tiun 
wereoblige<]  to  betake  themselves  to  their  ships  with  little 
booty.    His  next  attempt  was  to  plunder  the  mules  laden 
with  silver,  which  j):i^^p<i  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Nombre  de 
Dios,  bat  in  this  schrtno,  tnu,  he  was  disappointed.  How- 
ever, beattackfNl  the  town  ot"  Vera  Cruz,  carried  it,  and  got 
some  little  b  >«-ty.    In  their  return,  thi  v  met  unexpectedly 
Willi  a  -tnng  uf  fifty  mules  laden  witli  {>late,  of  which  they 
carried  off  as  mucli  as  tliey  couid,  and  ijuried  the  rest.  In 
these  eipedition<i  he  was  greatly  assisted  by  the  Simerons,  a 
nation  f»f  Indians  wiio  are  engaged  in  ll  pt!r[)etu.'d  war  with 
the  Spaniards.     The  prince  or  captain  of  these  people, 
WiiM-je  name  wa>  Pedro,  was  presented  by  Captain  Drake 
with  a  fine  cutl  ass  which  he  at  that  time  wore,  and  to  which 
be  saw  the  Indian  had  a  mind,     FtMlro,  in  rrtiirn,  ifave  hiui 
foar  larcre  w.'  l_rc>^  ot^  LjoM,  whicli  Captain  Drake  threw  into 
the  common  stock,  witli  this  remarkable  expression,  "  l  liat 
ke  thought  it  but  ju-t,  that  such  as  bore  the  charire  of  so 
uncertain  a  voyage  on  his  credit,  should  share  the  utmost 
advantages  that  voyage  produced.*'    Then  erabaikiiitr  his 
tnen,  with  all  tho  wealth  he  had  obtained,  which  was  very 
considerable,  hi  Itore  away  for  England,  and  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  sail  in  twenty-three  days  fr<»m  Cape  Florida  to 
the  isles  of  Scillv,  and  thence,  without  any  accident,  to  Plj» 
mouth,  where  he  arrival  the  ninth  of  August,  If) 73. 
•   His  success  in  this  expedition,  joined  to  his  honourable 
hehavimir  towards  his  owners,  gained  him  a  high  reputation, 
*nd  the  use  he  made  of  his  riches  still  a  crreater ;  for  fitting 
Wit  three  stout  tViu'^atos  at  his  own  expense,  he  sailed  with 
them  to  Ireland,  where,  under  Walter  Ivirl  of  E»?sex,  the 
fether  of  that  unfortunate  l^arl  who  ^vas  beheaded,  he  served 
a?  a  volunteer,  and  did  many  glorious  actions.    After  the 
4eith  of  his  noble  patron,  he  returned  into  Eogiaad,  where 
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Sir  Christopher  Ilattmi,  who  was  then  vice-ohamberlaii;  to 
queen  Elizabeth.  y  counsellor,  afterwards  lord-chan- 
cellor, and  a  great  tavuurite,  took  liiin  under  his  protection, 
introduced  him  to  her  Majesty,  and  procured  him  her  coun- 
tenance. By  this  nie.uis  hu  a(  quired  the  power  to  undertake 
that  glorious  expediliun,  \s  iiicli  will  render  his  naiiic  inmior- 
tal.  The  thing  he  first  proposed  was  a  voyacre  into  the 
South  Seas,  through  the  ^Straits  of  Mau'^t  11;iti,  which  was 
what  hitherto  no  Englishman  had  attinipted.  This  project 
was  well  received  at  court,  and  in  a  tiiort  time  Drake  saw 
himself  at  the  height  of  his  wishes ;  for,  in  his  former  voyage, 
liaving  had  a  distant  prospect  of  the  South  Sea«,  he  framed 
an  ardent  prayer  to  God  that  he  mi^^ht  sail  an  Knvrli?»h  ship 
in  them,  which  he  found  ^(•^\  aii  opportunity  nf  att'  inT>t;i]<r»  • 
the  queen's  permission  fivi  nisliinir  him  with  the  M;i  an>,  aud  ^ 
his  own  fame  quickly  drawing  to  him  a  ibrce  sufti(  u  nt. 

The  "-quadron  witii  which  he  sailed  on  this  extra(>i  vanarr  | 
undertaking,  consisted  of  the  foUuwing  ships:  tlie  IMican,  i 
commanded  hy  hini>elf,  of  the  burden  of  one  hundn  d  tons; 
the  Elizabeth,  Vice-Admiral,  eighty  tons,  under  Captain 
John  Winter;  the  Marygold,  a  bark  of  thirty  tons,  coid- 
manded  l-y  Captain  John  Thomas;  the  Swan,  a  tiy-boat  of 
fifty  tons,  under  Captain  Jolin  Chester;  and  the  Christo- 
pher, a  pinnace  of  fifteen  tons,  uiuli  r  Captain  Thomas 
IVToon.     In  this  tieet  were  eml>arked  no  more  than  ont?  hiiii- 
dred  an«l  sixty-four  ablu  nirii,  and  all  the  necessary  provisions 
for  so  long  and  dano^erons  a  voyaore:  the  intent  of  which, 
however,  was  not  openly  (h-clai  i  il,  but  given  out  to  be  for 
Alexandria,  though  all  men  suspected  and  many  know  he 
intended  it  for  America.    Thus  equipped,  on  the  ir>th  ui 
November,  1577,  he  sailed  from  Plymouth,  but  a  heavy 
storm  taking  him      soon  as  he  wa^  out  of  port,  fr»rceil  hira 
inaverv  l\id  condition  into  Falmouth,  tn  refit,  which  having 
boon  expedition -^Iv  lu  rformeU,  he  again  put  to  sea  on  the 
i;uh  of  December  following.    On  the  25th  f»f  the  same 
month  he  fell  in  with  the  coast  of  Barbary,  aTid  .in  the  2Jith 
with  Cape  Verd  ;  the  i3th  of  March  he  passed  the  equinoc- 
tial ;  the  5th  of  April  he  made  the  coast  of  Brazil,  in  SO'' 
N.L.,  and  entered  the  river  de  la  Plata,  where  hv  l-.^t  the 
o^mpany  of  two  of  his  ships:  but  meeting  tlj.  in  again,  and 
having  taken  out  of  them  all  the  ])rovisitM)^  tbey  had  on 
board,  he  turned  them  adrift.     On  the  2i>th  of  May  he 
entered  the  port  of  St.  Julien  s,  where  ho  did  the  least  com- 
mendable action  of  hia  life»  in  bdieaiiiugy  July  2,  157S| 
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John  DoDehile,  the  offictT  next  in  autbority  to  himself, 
in  which,  howeTer,  he  pre^rved  a  i^reat  appearance  of 
jttstice.  • 

On  the  20th  of  Augii-i  he  entered  the  Straits  of  Mai^el- 
Un  :  on  the  'J^th  of  September  be  passed  tbeu),  liaving  then 
onlT  his  own  ship,  which  in  the  South  Seas  he  new  naintsl 
the  Golden  Hind,  li  niav  not  be  amiss  to  take  notiec  Llto 
of  a  fact  very  little  known,  a^  appearing  in  no  relation  of 
tlda.  famous  voyage.  Sir  Francis  Drake  himself  reported 
to  Sir  Kichard,  son  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  that  meeting  with 
a  violent  tempest,  in  which  his  ship  could  bear  no  sail,  he 
found,  when  the  storm  sunk,  he  was  driven  through  or 
round  the  Straits  into  the  latitude  of  50  degrees.  Ilore, 
King  close  under  an  island,  he  went  on  shore,  and,  leaning 
his  hodj  over  a  promontory  M  far  as  he  could  safely,  told  his 
people,  when  he  came  on  boards  be  bad  been  farther  south 
than  Kay  man  living.  This  we  find  confirmed  by  one  of  our 
old  chronicle  writers,  who  fiulher  informs  as,  that  he 
bestowed  on  thbishmd  the  nameof  Eliiabetha,  in  honoar  of 
hb  royal  mistren.  On  the  25th  of  NoTember  he  came  to 
Ifachao,  in  the  hidtode  of  30  degrees,  where  he  had  a|)pointed 
m  rBodesvoos,  in  case  his  ships  separated ;  bnt  Oaptain  Win* 
ter  baring  repassed  the  Stnits,  had  returned  to  England. 
Thence  Drake  continned  hu  rovage  alonp  the  coasts  of  Chili 
and  Pent,  taldnff  all  oroortamties  of  seuincr  Spanish  ships, 
or  of  landing  and  attadaog  them  on  shore,  till  his  crew  were 
aaled  with  plnnder;  and  then  coasting  North  America  to 
the  height  of  48  degrees,  he  endeavoured  to  find  u  paH^sage 
badt  into  oor  seas  on  that  side,  which  is  the  strongest  proof 
of  hia  coarage,  for  we  can  scarcely  conceive  a  clearer  testis 
aooj  of  an  nndaunted  s{ttrit,  than  attempting  discoveries 
alter  so  lonff,  so  haiardoas,  and  so  fatiguing  a  voyage. 
Here^  being  disappointed  of  what  he  sought^  he  landed,  and 
called  thecoQDtry  New  Albion,  taking  possession  of  it  in  the 
aame  and  for  toe  use  of  qoaen  filiasabeth;  and  having 

♦  DrilvC  has  been  exposed  to  much  obloqny  on  nrrount  of 
tk;-?  tran>ac:tion.  Dr.  Southey  (vol.  lii.,  p,  I  'V^  )  has  buinrnud  up 
the  circumsl;iijf<  3  v»uh  preat  iniparti;ilily,  iu*ti  liie  result  appears 
u>  be,  ihal  Doughue's  guilt,  that  of  scditiou  and  conspiracy,  was 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  jury  of  his  shipmates,  aUhough 
groonds  of  hb  oonvictioa  do  not  now  appear  to  ns  clear;  at 
all  events^  that  Drske  most  be  acquitted  of  having  used  any 
unfidr  means  to  bring  about  his  connemnation. 
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trimmed  his  ship,  set  lul  on  the  29th  of  Septemher,  15rdt 
for  the  Mobocas. 

The  reason  of  Captain  Drake's  Aoomg  this  pMiige 
rooiid,  rather  than  retominfl^  by  the  Straits  of  MageDaa, 
was  partly  the  danger  of  being  attadnd  aft  m  great  dliA* 
vantage  by  the  Spaniards,  and  partly  the  lataMss  of  the 
season,  whenee  dangeroos  storms  and  hnirieaiies  wan  to  bo 
apprehended.  On  the  13th  of  Oetober  ha  fell  in  with  eerw 
tain  islands^  inhalilted  hy  the  roost  harbaroas  people  bo  bad 
met  with  in  all  his  voyage.  On  the  4th  of  November  bn 
bad  dght  of  the  Molnceae*  and  oommg  to  Temate,  wm 
estremely  well  reeeived  by  the  king,  who  appears,  fnn  tbo 
rebtioos  of  thb  vovagei  to'  have  been  a  wise  and  poUfto 
nrinoe.  On  the  10th  of  December  he  made  Celebes,  wbevw 
nb  ship  nnfortanately  ran  on  a  rock  the  9th  <^  Janoary  fol* 
lowing,  whence,  beyond  all  expeotaftioo,  they  got  off,  and 
oontinaed  thefar  course.  On  the  16th  of  Matnm  ho  arrivod 
at  Java  Major,  thence  he  intended  to  have  proeoedod  Ibr 
Malacca,  but  fbond  himself  obliged  to  alter  bis  pnipoes^  and 
think  of  returning  directly  home. 

On  the  2l(th  of  March,  1080,  ho  put  tiiis  design  hito  en. 
ention,  and  on  the  15th  *of  Jane  no  donbled  too  Capo  of 
Good  Hope,  bavin?  then  on  board  his  sh^  fifty-seven  meny 
and  but  three  caMcs  of  water.  On  the  12th  of  Jolj  bn 
passed  the  line,  reached  the  coast  of  Guinea  on  the  Idth, 
and  there  watemid.  On  the  11th  of  September  be  mado  tbn 
island  of  Teroeira,  and  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month 
entered  the  harbour  of  Plymouth. 

In  this  vovage  he  completely  surrounded  the  globe^  wbioli 
no  oommander.in-ohief  had  ever  done  before.  His  soooesn 
in  this  enterprise,  and  the  immense  mass  of  wealth  he  broni^ 
home,  raised  mnch  discourse  throughout  the  kingdonit  aoom 
highly  commending,  and  some  as  loudly  decrying  htm.  Tbo 
former  alleged  th^  his  exploit  was  not  only  honourablo  to 
himself  and  to  his  country^  but  that  it  would  establish  onr 
reputation  for  maritime  skill  amongst  foreign  nations,  and 
raise  a  useftil  qnrit  of  emulation  at  home ;  and  that  as  to  tbo 
money,  our  merchants  having  suffered  deeply  ftt>m  the  iblA» 
less  practices  of  the  Spaniards,  there  was  nothing  more  just 
than  that  the  nation  should  receive  the  benefit  of  Drako'a 
reprisals.  The  other  perty  alWed,  that  in  fact  he  waa  no 
better  than  a  piratoi  tnal,  of  aU  others,  it  least  btcsno  a 
trading  nation  to  encourage  such  practices}  that  it  was  oot 
only  a  dhreot  brsaoh  of  all  cor  lato  treaties  with  Spain,  bnt 
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of  our  old  IngMi  inKik  tbo  boMO  ot  Bugwidji 
tfait  iSbm  comequeBoei  of  owniiv  lib  pwiffOtKngi  woud 
boMMlmoro  fttal  tiuMi  iHm  bcoontt  reaped  from  H  oooid 
bo  m^nrntBgeaniK  TfaoMn  ooolinoed  im  ibm  wm 
"   ^  tiioranrnderoftMndtlioM 


At  ieogth  thejti»kabe«t«rtiiri^to,oiitbe4diof  A 
1B61,  her  Mi^ertj,  dminf^  at  Deptfoffd  in  Kcnl,  went  on 
board  Oao^m  Drake's  8hm»  winre  dm  eonferred  oo  bnn  tho 
biwtunr  of  kDiflrfatbood,  and  declared  ber  absolute  i^>proba» 
tkm  of  aO  tbal  be  had  done,  totbeconfosionof  hieoBemMoaiid 
to  tbe  gnat  joy  of  Im  friends.  She  likewise  gave  difotitfouo 
Ibr  tbe  pt^servatiQD  of  his  9bi|s  tbat  it 

of  bb  own  and  his  coantrj^s  giorj.   Id  process 


of  toe^  tbt  Ternl  decayiiig,  it  was  broken  up,  but  a  chair 


made  of  the  planka  was  proHotud  to  the  UniToratj  of 
Oxford,  and  is  aCill  piewnud. 

In  Jz-'^-'',  he  conofffed  a  sc^^rrr-  of  a  Wait  Indian  ezpedi* 
fShn  with  tJbe  etiobnted  Sir  Fbilip  Bidnof  It  was  to  be 
partly  maritime,  and  partlj  in  the  strle  of  inraslon.  The 
sea  force  was  to  be  commanded  aboo&itdv  bj  Sir  Fraoeis^ 
tba  land  troons  bj  Sir  Philip  SIdnej.  I'he  ooeen  baring 
raqaired  the  mUtt  to  desist  fmm  his  scheme^  Drake  sailed 
aoCwithstanding,  to  the  West  Indies,  baring  ondar  his 
mand  Captain  Cteistopher  Carlisle,  CSapCatn  Martin  Fro- 
bmber,  CSaptain  Francis  Knolljs,  and  manj  other  offi^rs  of 
great  reputation.  In  that  expedition  bo  took  tbe  eitiea  of 
si.  Jwfo,  St.  Domingo,*  Carthagena,  and  St.  Augnstine^ 
exc^dmg  am  tba  oi|>oc<BiMMi  of  his  firiends,  and  the  hopes 
of  the  ooauBon  peof^  tboogb  both  were  sangaino  to  tbo 
d^pnee.  Tel  tiie  profits  of  this  apadition  wore  bat 
tbe  des%a  of  Sir  Francis  being  rather  to  weaken 
tban  to  enrich  bimeelf •  It  wi%  to  do  him  jnstiofl^ 
wbicb  be  new  Taried,  to  regard  tbe  eerrioo 
trj  first)  nast  tbe  profit  of  las  pnipriet(n*s,  and 
bis  own  interest,  of  wbidi,  howerer,  he  waa  fiv  from  being 
carelesa,  be  regarded  last.  Heooe^  tboogb  nA  in  woaltb» 
be  was  richer  still  in  reputation. 

In  1578,  be  proceeded  to  Lisbon  with  a  fleet  of  thirty 
sail,  and  baring  intelligence  of  a  nnmmm  fleet  assembled 
in  tile  bay  of  Cadiz,  which  was  to  bare  made  part  of  the 
armada,  he  with  great  oonn^^  entered  that  port,  and  burned 
upwards  of  ten  Utoosand  tons  of  shipping,  and  al^er  harii^ 
periaffMid  all  tbe  w  lioo  tbal  tba  etato  oonid  AipOTt^  bo 
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resolved  to  do  his  utmost  to  content  tbemeroliAnts  of  Loodoot 
"wbo  had  contributed,  bya  voluntary  subscription,  to  the 
fitting  oat  of  his  fleet.    With  this  view,  having  inteiligence  ' 
of  a  large  carrack  expected  ftt  T orcein  from  the  East 
lD(li(    tliither  he  sftiled ;  and  thongh  his  men  were  sercrelj  i 

f>ipched  through  want  of  victnalsy  yet  by  fair  words  and 
arge  promiseSy  he  prevailed  upon  them  to  endure  ihmt  hard- 
ships for  a  few  days.  Within  this  space  the  East  India 
ship  arrived,  which  he  took  and  carried  home  in  triumph; 
so  that  throughout  the  whole  war,  there  was  no  expe£tioa 
so  hapi^y  oondncted  as  this^  with  reject  to  r^atatioD  or 
profit. 

It  was  in  oonsec^uence  of  the  journals,  charts,  and  papery 
taken  on  board  his  East  India  prize^  that  it  was  jno^ 
practicable  for  vs  to  enter  into  that  trade ;  for  promoting 
which)  the  queeni  by  letters-patent,  in  the  forfy-third  year 
of  her  reiffn,  erected  our  first  India  Company.  To  tfaisy 
we  may  siuo  add,  he  first  brought  in  tobacoo,  the  ii>e  of 
which  was  much  promoted  by  ue  practice  of  8ir  Walter 
Baleigh. 

In  1558)  Sir  Francis  Drake  was  appointed  Vice- Admiral, 
under  Ohi^les  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  High-Admiral 
of  England;  here  his  fortune  ftvonred  him  as  remarkably 
aa  ever,  for  he  made  prise  of  a  large  galleon,  commanded  \^ 
Don  Pedro  de  Y aides,  who  Tidded  on  the  bare  mention  of 
his  name«  In  this  vessel  finr  thousand  ducats  were  distri- 
buted among  the  seamen  and  soldiers,  which  preserved  thst 
love  they  had  always  borne  to  this  thdr  valiant  commander. 
It  must  not,  however,  be  dissembled,  that  through  an  over- 
sight of  his,  the  Admix«l  ran  the  utmost  hasard  of  bei^g 
tuen  bv  the  enemy ;  for  Drake  being  appointed  the  first 
night  of  the  engagement  to  carry  lights  for  the  direction  of 
the  Englidh  fleet,  he  being  in  iiiU  pnrsott  of  some  huUs 
belonging  to  the  Hanse-towns,  neglected  it,  which  ooes^ 
stoned  the  Admiral's  following  the  Spanish  lights,  and 
remaining  almost  in  the  centre  of  their  fleet  till  morning. 
However  his  succeeding  services  snffioiently  eflbced  tie 
memory  of  this  mistake,  the  greatest  execution  done  on  die 
flying  Spaniards  being  performed  by  the  squadron  under  Ini 
command. 

The  nest  year  he  was  en^ployed  as  Admiral  al  sea,  over 
the  fleet  sent  to  restore  Don  Antonio,  Ung  of  Portugal,  tbe 
command  of  the  land  forces  being  given  to  Sir  John  Norrii* 
Thej  were  hwdly  got  out  to  sea  before  these  commanders 
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diifefeJ,  though  it  is  on  all  bands  agreed  that  there  never 
wa^aii  Admiral  better  disposed  with  respect  to  soldiers  than 
Sir  Francis  Drake.  The  crround  of  their  difference  was 
liiis:  the  general  was  bent  on  landing  at  the  Groyne, 
whereas  Sir  Francis  and  the  sea-officers  were  for  sailing  to 
Lisbon  directly;  in  which,  if  their  advice  had  hwn  tcilun, 
without  ({ue-tii  n  tiieir  enterprise  would  have  succec  kMl,  and 
JL)ou  Antonio  ha^i  been  restored.  For  it  afterwards 
appeared,  on  their  invading  Portugal,  that  the  oiiLinv  h:ul 
made  use  of  the  time  thev  ir.'^ve  tlu-in,  to  so  good  purpose, 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  make  any  impression.  Sir  John 
Norris  indeed  iiiarrhed  bv  land  to  Lisbon,  and  Sir  Francis 
Drake  very  imi  rnd'  iuly  promised  to  sail  up  the  river  with 
his  whole  tleet ;  but  when  be  saw  the  consequences  which 
would  have  attended  the  keejiinc;  of  bis  wurd,  lie  <jhuso  rather 
to  hreak  his  promise  than  to  Ii.izard  the  queen's  navy,  for 
whirh  he  wfi=?  tjrievously  reprnacliLMl  l>y  Norris,  and  themi**- 
carnage  of  the  whole  affair  was  imputed  to  his  failurL-  in 
performing  what  he  had  undertaken.  Yet  vSir  Francis  t  ully 
justified  him-'elf  on  his  return,  t'or  ]ie  hkuIo  it  manifest  to  tiki 
qoeen  and  council  tfiat  all  the  service  tiiat  was  done  was 
performed  by  him,  and  that  his  saiJiri^'^  up  the  river  of  Lisbon 
Would  have  siu'nified  nothing  to  the  takini:r  the  castle,  which 
was  two  miles  oii\  and  without  reducing  that,  there  was  no 
taking  the  town. 

His  next  service  was  the  fatal  undertaking  in  conjunction 
with  Sir  John  liawkin-,  in  irif)4,  for  the  destroying  Nombre 
de  Dios,  of  which  1  have  already  given  an  account,  to  the 
death  of  thp  l.i^t-mentioned  commander,  which  was  the  day 
before  Sir  1  rancid  Tnado  his  desperate  attack  on  theshippin^^ 

The  harbour  of  Porto-Rico.  This  was  performed  with 
aU  the  courage  imaginable,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1595, 
and  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  Spaniards,  yet  with  very 
little  advantage  to  the  English,  who,  meeting  with  a  more 
resolote  resistance  and  much  better  fortifications  than  they 
expected,  were  oblige<i  to  sheer  off.  The  Admiral  then 
steered  for  the  main,  where  he  took  the  town  of  Rio  de  la 
Hacha,  which  he  burned  to  the  grotuid*  After  this  he 
destroyed  some  other  villages,  and  then  proceeded  to  Santa 
Martha,  which  he  likewise  burned.  The  like  fate  had  the 
famous  town  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  the  Spaniards  refusing  to 
notom  any  of  these  places,  and  the  booty  taken  in  them 
being  verv  inconsiderable.  On  the  2&tb  of  December,  Sir 
Thomas  &aakenrille  marched  with  eeren  huDdred  and  fifty 
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men  towards  Panama,  but  returned  on  the  2d  of  Janumrt 
finding  the  desi^ni  of  reduciog  that  place  to  be  wbotff 
impracticable.  This  disappointment  made  such  an  imprei* 
lion  on  the  Admirars  mind,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  lingering 
fever»  of  which  he  died  on  the  l^Sth.  Such  was  the  end 
this  great  man,  when  he  liad  lived  dbOQt  fifty  wars;  Imt  his 
roemorr  will  survive  as  long  as  thsi  worl<{  lasts»  vcmnd 
which  he  was  the  first  to  sail« 

8ir  Francis  Drake  was  low  of  stature,  but  well  set ;  had 
a  broad  open  chest,  a  very  round  bead,  his  hair  of  a  fine 
hrowui  his  beard  toiX  and  oomelj,  his  ejes  large  and  dear,  of 
a  fair  compleadooi  with  a  fresh,  cheerful,  and  very  engaging 
countenance.  As  navigation  had  been  his  whole  stodj,  so 
he  understood  it  thoroughly,  and  was  a  perfect  master  in 
every  branch,  especially  in  utronom  j,  and  in  the  ^^iicatioo 
thereof  to  the  nautical  art.  As  all  men  have  enenues,  and 
all  eminent  men  abundance  of  them,  we  need  not  wonder 
that  Sir  Frauds  Drake,  who  performed  so  many  great 
things,  should  have  as  mudi  ill  nwken  of  him  as  there  wis 
of  anv  man  of  the  age  in  winch  he  lived.  Those  who  dis* 
liked  nim,  alleged  that  he  was  a  man  of  low  birth,  hau^ity  ^ 
in  his  temper,  osteotatiousy  self-snftcient,  an  hnroodcrats  ' 
speaker^  and  though  indisputably  a  good  seaman,  no  greet 
general ;  in  proof  of  which  thev  took  notice  of  his  nefflecdng 
to  Aimish  his  fleet  thoroughly  in  1585,  his  not  Keeping' 
either  St.  Doming  or  Oartha^fiBna  after  he  had  taken  theoii 
the  slender  provision  he  made  m  his  eipedition  to  Portngsl, 
hb  breaking  his  word  to  Sir  John  Norris,  and  the  errors  as 
committed  m  hb  last  undertaking. 

In  excuse  for  these;,  it  is  said  that  the  glory  of  what  he  did 
ought  very  wdl  remove  the  imputation  of  his  mean  deaecnl ; 
what  was  thought  haughtiness  in  him,  might  be  no  moie 
than  a  Just  concern  for  the  support  of  his  authority ;  his  dis- 
play  of  hb  great  services,  a  thing  inddent  to  hb  profesrion; 
and  Ids  love  of  sneaking  was  qusfified  by  hb  wisdom  and  cip> 
quence,  wUdi  hindered  htm  from  ever  dropping  a  wedt  or 
an  ungraceful  enresricn.  In  equipping  his  fleet,  be  wss 
not  so  much  in  nnlt  as  those  whom  he  trusted;  dolmsM 
hindered  hb  keeping  the  places  he  tock  in  the  West  Infiei; 
his  coundb  were  continually  crossed  by  the  land  oflben  b 
hb  voyiu^  to  Portugal;  and  as  to  hb  last  attempt,  iht 
Spanianb  were  oertainly  wdl  acquainted  vrith  his  design,  st 
least  as  soon  as  he  left  England,  if  not  before.  Hb  Toysge 
round  the  world,  however,  remains  an  incontestible  procf  ef 
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Ibs  csnrage,  capacity,  pat ienoeyq«udc-aiffhlfldne<^§,  and  public 
spirit, aince  tfamm  he  did  everything  toat  could  be  ezpcetod 
hmm  a  man,  wbo  preferred  tbc  hoDoor  and  profit  of  bk 
coratrj  to  bis  own  reputfttion  or  private  gain. 

8I&  MARTIN  FROBI&UEE^  cr»  aa  in  many  yvritera 
be  b  called,  Forbiabery  waa  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  bom 
near  Doncaater,  of  mean  parents,  wbo  bred  bim  to  the  sea« 
We  haire  yerj  little  account  of  his  junior  jear8»  or  of  the 
mamier  in  which  they  were  spent.  Ue  distinguished  him- 
self,  first,  by  undertaking  the  discoverj  of  the  north-west 
passage  in  1576,  and  made  a  voyage  that  year,  wherein 
though  he  had  no  success,  yet  it  gained  him  great  reputation. 
In  tbg  year  1577,  he  undertook  a  second  expedition,  and  in 
1578,  a  third,  in  all  which  he  gave  the  highest  proofs  of  bia 
course  and  conduct  in  providing  for  the  safety  of  his  mcDj 
and  jet  puahing  the  diaoovmry  be  went  upon,  aa  far  aa  it  waa 
poesible. 

Frohisher  commanded  her  Majesty's  ship  the  Triumph  in 
the  famous  sea-figlit  with  the  Spanish  armada,  and  therein 
did  such  excellent  service,  that  he  was  among"  the  number  of 
the  few  knights  made  by  the  Lord  High- Admiral  on  that 
signal  occasion.    In  1590,  he  commanded  a  squadron  on  the 
coast  of  Spain,  which  hindered  the  coming  home  of  the 
Plate  tleet.    In  15D'i.  Sir  Martin  Frobisher  took  the  charge 
of  a  fleet  fitted  r.iit  },\  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  which  went  to 
the  coast  of  Spain,  ami  though  he  had  but  throe  ships,  yet 
he  made  a  shift  to  burn  one  rich  galleon  ar.rl  bring  home 
another.    In  \r*U4,  he  >:u*}e<l  to  the  coast  of  France  to  assist 
in  retakin  ,^  Brest,  \^  hicb  was  rc;jularly  attacked  on  the  land 
side  by  bir  John  Norns  with  tin  ee  thousand  English  forces, 
at  the  same  time  that  our  Admirai  blocked  up  the  port.  The 
rarrison  defended  themselves  bravely,  till  such  time  as  Sir 
Miirtin  lande<l  his  sailors,  and  desperately  stormincr  tbo  place, 
carrier!  it  at  once,  but  with  the  los?  of  several  captains,  »Sir 
Martia  himst^lf  receiving  a  shot  in  his  ?^idc,  and  tiii-  provt*d 
the  cau^e  of  his  death,  which  happene<i  at  Plymouth  within 
a  few  days  after  his  return.    He  was  one  of  the  most  abie 
seamen  of  his  time,  of  undaunted  courage,  great  presence 
of  mind,  and  equal  to  almost  any  undertaking,  yet  in  his 
ciirriage  he  was  blunt,  and  a  very  strict  observer  of  dis- 
cipline,        to  A  degree  of  aeveritji  which  hindered  hi« 
beiiig  beloved. 
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OEOBGE  CLIFFOBD,  EUrni  or  OnusBLAVB^a  

naa  dkUngiitilMd  bj  his  MTal  eDterpnaeiy  wm  born  al 
Broaghanif  in  WeatmordaDd,  in  1668,  tad  edncMei  at 
Paler  House  io  Cambridge.  He  applied  bioiself  dUigeDtW 
to  the  mathematicsi  and  was  dbtinguished  for  hie  martial 
ipirit.  This  he  manifested  at  several  toamaments  before 
queen  Eliaabethy  who  on  one  oeeasion  took  off  her  glove  wad 
^ave  it  him,  which  mark  of  rojal  favoar  ho  was  prood  of 
eahibittng  in  his  hat  on  nublie  festivab.  In  1586»  ho  fitted 
ent  a  squadroni  with  which  he  sailed  for  South  Amerioe» 
and  after  takins  several  vesasls  from  the  Portuguese, 
fetnmed  to  England.  In  1688,  he  took  the  command  o#  a 
ship  that  contribnted  towarda  the  destmotkm  of  the  IImmmh 
armada.   As  a  reward  for  his  gallant  ooadoot,  the  ipmm 

S anted  him  a  commissioo  to  make  another  voyage  to  the 
»ath  Sea,  bnt  after  proceeding  as  for  as  the  Aaorea,  tans* 
pestnoos  weather  obfised  him  to  return.  In  1691,  he  Bsnda 
an  unsueosssful  expedition  to  the  coast  of  Spain;  bat  in  the 
foUowtng  year  he  engaged  in  another  adventure^  and  ouling 
to  the  Asores,  took  Santa  Orua,and  arieh  galleon  valued  at 
^£160,000.  In  1593  he  sailed  anin,  but  iUnem  obliged  ham 
to  return  to  Endand,  afW  &qNitcfauig  the  rest  of  tlto 
squadron  to  the  West  Indies,  where  thej  phmdsfed  aeveml 
Sj^anish  settlements.  In  1696,  the  Earl  fitted  ont  the  largest 
ship  that  hud  been  ever  sent  to  sea  bj  an  English  anlnsetp 
being  nine  hundred  tons  burden,  but  he  was  prev«ited  mm 

going  in  her  himself  hj  an  order  from  the  queen.  In  I69S» 
e  sailed  with  a  squadron  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he 
tared  the  island  of  Porto-Rico.  It  does  not  appear,  how. 
ever,  that  the  Earl  added  anything  to  his  private  fortnne  bj 
these  testimonies  of  his  public  spirit,  and  therefore  the  qaeeB» 
to  show  how  just  a  sense  she  had  of  his  seal  and  resolution^ 
honoured  him,  in  the  year  1 592,  with  the  gurter,  which  m  her 
leign  vras  never  bestowed  till  it  had  been  deserved  by  signal 
servioes  to  the  public.  This  noble  peer  survived  ^  fueen, 
and  was  in  great  favour  and  in  very  high  esteem  with  her 
sncciesor.   He  died  in  1806. 


SIE  EGBERT  DUDLEY.— Sir  Robert  Dudley,  son  to 
the  great  Earl  of  Leicester,  bv  the  Ladv  Douglas  Sheffield, 
daughter  of  William  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  distin« 
gtitshed  himself  by  his  aoplication  to  maritime  aflhirsb  hj  hm 
^'reat  skill  io  tbem,  and  by  his  known  anoooragement  to 
-'^oeot  seamen,  as  well  as  by  his  personal  eipMts^  wlMi 
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Slimy,  m  1573,  «ad  kwiMr  raoaved  the  tot  ti 
bum  £nm  Mr.  Own  Joom,  al  CMbigtas 


10  wbow  cm  and  diligeoM  B  tlMt  ffMp«sl  kft  IM 
,_UMtt«l  by  hb  Uier,  Itt watsMl to  OxiHii  is 
Mifeend  of  Cimrt  01nrd^  baiiff  mouMdid  to  tht 
of  Mr.  ChdoMr,  aftonvsrds  tW  kMid  8ir 

 iiiloiwrt  aod  tolor  to  priaoe  Umkt,  wdar  wbcMO 

hi  Mofitod  »  wdi  in  hk  ita&%  as  lo  im  tiie  higbi^ 
which  ha  fifod  abradaodf  t»  Mil.  Bj  tha 
I  lathar,  8<plenfaer  tha  dth.  1688»  8ir  Robert 
_  6atillad,oothadeathofhiiinclaABibra$e,  EarioC 
Warviofc*  to  ihe  princel j  aaslla  of  Kaoilww^  ia  Warwick, 
dm^aodotharlaigoattatas^  Ho  vaaaaotttead  at  this  tima 
ooaof  the  Mat  oaoaoqdiihadfOQttggaDtlemen  in  the  king- 

7  agratfiMa  yarapo,  tafl,  inaly  ahayad* 

oa«plaiinn»  hit  hair  incliaiag  ta  red,  a  yery 
ir.  and  leamad  he^ood  hia  jears,  particolarif  in 

_   rary  expert  tn  his  aaarcises,  smh  aa  tilbi^, 

ftdii^,  Md  other  omuIj  iealB»  in  whicb  be  is  reported  to 
hsva  aBacUed  moat  of  hia  rank.  Uaaiag  Irom  hia  earliest 
joolh  o  pntdcnbr  tnrm  to  novioatioa!,  ha  leak  a  resofayaaot 
a  waa  aearoeij  twQ-and->totait»  jaara  of  ag^  af 
a  voyage  into  the  Sooth  Saae,  wr  which  great  pro* 
a  were  made,  bat  bafbco  ha  oaoM  pot^hi  execatiaoy 

dro^od^ 

1b  IfiCM,  be  fitted  out  a  annadrea  of  four  sail  at  bis  own 
OKfiBse,  and  le&viog  Soothampton  on  the  6th  of  Nofeasbtfy 

proceeded  for  the  coast  of  Spain,  where  ha  kiit  the  ooapanj 
of  tk  otiwr  three  sh^  Thiift  ho werer ,  did  not  hinder  hina 
from  oootiniiiBg  hiarojpage  to  the  West  Indieajand in  doing 
thia»ha  took  two  largo  ttipSf  tboogh  of  no  great  Taloe. 
r  reiDainingr  soma  tina  aboat  the  islaod  of  Trinidad»  ha 


under  a  necessitf  af  retomioe  home,  in  a 
worae oondition  than  he  went  out;  and  jet,  coming 
up  io  kia  ponage  with  a  Spanish  ship  of  six  haodred  tons, 
ImoiwiitomI  beiaig  of  no  greater  burden  than  two  hundred, 
ha  angaired  her,  Iboght  two  whole  days  till  his  powder  waa 
^aila  awiirfnd,  and  then  left  her,  but  in  so  torn  and  shat- 
tared  a  condition,  that  she  afterwards  soak.  This  made  the 
akip  whtth  ^  had  either  tahw^  tnnl^  or  hnanad  in  kei 

'  tho  Bwl  ^  Smk  «ad  <fe  l#Qfd  High- 
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Admu*al  Howard,  in  the  beginning  of  June,  1596,  in  th<* 
famous  expedition  to  Cadiz,  and  roeeived  the  honour  of 
knighthood  on  the  8th  of  August  following,  for  the  signal 
serried  he  there  performed.  Endeavouring  some  years 
after  to  prove  the  legitimacy  of  his  birth,  he  met  with  so 
many  obstacles  in  his  attempt,  that,  conceiving  himself  highlj  , 
injored  thereby,  he  determined  to  quit  England,  and  embark- 
ing for  Italjy  fixed  upon  Florence  for  the  place  of  his 
retreat,  where  he  met  with  a  most  distingnisbed  recepUon 
from  the  then  reigning  grand  Dnke  of  Tuscany,  and  the 
Archduchess  I^Iagdalen  of  Austria,  sister  to  the  £oi|ierar 
Ferdinand  the  Second.  ' 

In  this  his  delightful  retirement  he  became  so  m  uch  admired, 
and  gave  such  shining  proofs  of  his  great  abilities^  particu. 
larly  in  devising  several  methods  for  the  improvemeot  of 
shipping,  introducing  various  manufaotures,  instracting  the 
natives  how  to  enlarge  their  fordgn  oommerce,  and  otWr 
affairs  of  like  consequence*  that  the  Emperor,  at  the  request 
of  the  Archdaohess,  to  whom  Sir  Robert  had  some  time  i 
before  been  appointed  great  chamberlain,  was  pleased,  by 
letters-patent,  bearing  date  at  Vieonai  March  9,  1620,  to 
create  him  a  Duke  and  Count  of  the  empire*  by  the  title  of 
Duke  of  Northumberland  and  £arl  of  Warwick,  and,  in 
1630,  he  waSf  by  his  Holiness  Pope  Urban  the  Eighth, 
enrolled  among  file  nobility  of  Rome.    It  was  during  hb 
residence  in  this  country  that  he  formed  the  design  of  maJrtng 
Leghorn  a  free  port^  which  was  of  much  importance  to  the 
Dukes  of  Tuscan  J.    In  acknowledgment  of  such  merit,  the  | 
grand  Dnke  assigned  him  a  liberal  pension,  made  him  a  pre- 
sent of  the  castle  of  Garbello,  a  villa  three  miles  from  Fb- 
rence,  which  he  so  adorned  and  beautified,  as  (o  render  it 
one  of  the  fairest  and  finest  palaces  in  Italy,  and  in  which  he  | 
paid  his  last  debt  to  nature  in  the  month  of  September,  | 
1649,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  affe,  having  acquired  a 
very  extennve  reputation  in  the  repablic  of  letters  by  his  { 
learned  writbgs. 


8IB  BIOHABD  ORENYILLE.— Sir  Richard  Grcn* 
rille  was  the  son  of  Sir  Roger  Grenville,  and  is  ^uppossd  | 
to  haTC  been  bom  in  the  west  of  Enj^land  about  the  year  | 
1540.  He  was  naturally  of  an  actire,  enterprising,  and 
martial  genius,  which  induced  him,  as  soon  as  he  was  his 
own  master,  to  procure  a  license  from  ijneen  Elizabeth,  in 
the  eighth  year  or  her  reign,  to  go  with  seTml  other  person  . 
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tioD  into  the  Mnrkw  of  the  Emperor  against  the 
Tub.  He  not  only  gave  the  highest  proofs  of  hu  eoarage 
asft aoldier  io  Hungary,  hot  edrentiired  his  person  likewise 
hy  sM*  mad  had  the  honour  to  share  the  glory  of  that  cele- 
hnted  Tietorr  ohtiined  over  the  Ifabometina  at  Lepanto,  by 
the  oombiDaJ  Ohriatiin  fleet,  under  the  oommani  of  Don 
Mm  of  AnstriA.  He  conthraed  tfie  rest  of  that  war 
ahrady  and  having  acquired  the  highest  military  reputation, 
returned  to  England. 

His  ardoiir  wae  so  far  fnm  hmof  ezhansted  hy  the 
fttigaee  he  had  undergone^  or  his  appetite  for  glory  satisfied 
hf  what  he  had  aeqnired,  that  withm  »  very  little  time  a^ 
hia  revisiting  his  nadve  eonntry,  he  resolved  to  emhark  his 
penoa  and  fortune  la  that  important  part  of  the  pnhlks  ser. 
viee^  the  rednetion  of  Irehmd.  In  this  he  hehaved  himself 
greaily  to  the  satisfiMition  of  8ir  Henry  Sydney,  the  Lord- 
U€jp/Qtjf  and  he  was  constituted  hy  the  queen,  in  the  Seventh 
rear  M  her  reign,  sheriff  of  Cork.  Upon  his  return  to 
^nadaod,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  representatives  of  Gom* 
wafi  in  the  parliament  whioh  was  summoned  to  meet  at 
Westminster  In  1571.  He  was  also  high  sheriff  of  that 
eonnty  In  the  caghteenth  of  that  reign,  and  was  again  chosen 
to  represent  it  in  the  parliament  assemhled  in  1684,  in  which 
ha  waa  a  Tory  active  memher.  He  soon  after  commanded 
In  the  apedition  to  Virginia,  to  which  we  have  already 
referred,  and  he  afterwards  made  another  voyage  to  that 
country. 

We  meet  with  nothing  else  that  is  reroarkahle  related  of 
Sir  Richard  Grenville,tiil  weoometo  his  last  famous  action, 
aod  heroic  dmh.  In  1591,  the  qaeen*s  ministry  being 
inlbrmcHl  thxU  the  rich  fleet  which  had  remained  in  the 
Spanish  West  Indies  all  the  year  before,  through  the  dread 
Of  falling^  into  the  hands  of  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Sir 
Martin  Frobisher,  must  of  necessity  return  home,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  strong  squadron  should  be  sent  to  intercept 
them  at  the  W^tern  Islands.  This  fleet  consisted  of  seven 
safl  of  the  queen's  ships,  of  which  the  Lord  Thomas  Howard 
was  Admiral,  and  Bir  liichard  Grenville  Vice-Admiral.  In 
the  meantime,  the  Bpantsh  monarch  rsoeiving  notice  of  the 
purpose  of  the  English,  fittc  i  out  a  fleeter  fifty  Hv.^  sail, 
and  sent  them  to  escort  his  West  India  ships.  The  Lord 
Thomas  Howard  received  information  that  this  formidable 
Spanish  armament  was  approaching  him,  on  the  last  day  of 
August,  in  the  afternoon,  when  &  was  riding  at  anchor 
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wdtfdMiilaiid  of  Flora;  mwA  before  he  had  wcfl  nsmni 
the  mteiligence,  the  enemy's  fleet  wee  is  dght.  I*he  Ew* 
liih  mpuJuim  was  in  no  condition  to  oppose  the  Speokra, 
for,  bendee  its  very  greet  inferiority,  neer  half  the  Eorlisk 
were  diiebled  by  the  seuTTy  end  otta*  ^eeaaee.  The  Lord 
ThonuMi  Howera»  therefore^  weighed  immedhitely,  and  pat 
tOMa,aathereBtof  hissqnadroD  did«  following  fab  enn|rfe. 
The  Berecge,  8v  Bkhard  QrenTiUe*a  flhip»  washed  Ivl* 
Sir  Bichard  staying  to  receive  the  men  who  were  <m  dieie^ 
ud  who  would  otiierwiae  have  been  lost,  he  having  no  kai 
than  ninety  sick  on  board.  The  Admiral  and  the  mt,  widi 
difficulty^  recovered  the  wind,  which  Sir  Bicbard  OromHe 
not  being  able  to  do,  his  master  and  some  others  advised  Ihbi 
to  CQt  hS  mainsail,  and  cast  aboot,  tmstirig  to  the  sailhig  of 
his  ship,  beoanae  the  Seville  smiadron  was  already  on  bis 
weathcnr-bow.  Bnt  Sir  Bicbard  peremptorilv  refused  to  fly 
Arom  the  enemy,  telling  them,  That  he  wonld  much  rather 
die  than  leave  snob  a  mark  of  dishonour  on  hinaself,  his 
country,  and  the  queen^s  ship.**  In  consequence  of  this  reso. 
lution,  be  was  presently  snrronndsd  by  the  enemy,  and 
enffsged  alone  with  the  whole  Spanish  fleet  of  flAy.three 
sail,  which  had  ten  thousand  men  on  board ;  and  from  the  i 
time  the  fight  begun,  which  was  about  three  in  the  aAemoon, 
to  the  break  of  day  next  morning,  he  repulsed  the  enemy 
fifteen  times,  though  they  continually  shifted  their  vessels 
and  boarded  with  fresh  men.  In  Uie  beginning  of  the 
action,  he  himself  received  a  wound;  but  he  continued 
above  deck  till  eleven  at  night,  when,  receiviu<^'  a  t'tt-^h 
wound,  he  was  carried  down  to  be  dressed.  During  thi> 
operation,  he  received  a  shot  in  the  head,  and  the  suigt-on 
was  killed  by  his  side.  The  English  began  now  to  want 
powder,  all  their  small  arms  were  broken  or  become  uselesfi, 
forty  of  their  best  men,  which  were  hut  one  hundred  and 
three  at  the  beginning,  killed,  and  almost  all  the  reft  ' 
wounded ;  their  masts  were  beat  overboard,  their  tackle  cut 
in  piece?,  and  notliing  but  a  bulk  left,  unable  to  move  one 
way  or  other.  In  this  situation,  Sir  UicharJ  proposed  to 
the  ship's  company,  to  trust  to  the  mercy  of  God,  nut  to  iba; 
of  the  Spaniards,  anil  to  destroy  the  ship  with  themselv**, 
rather  than  yield  to  the  enemy.  The  master-gunner,  and 
many  of  the  seamen,  agreed  to  this  desperate  resolution,  bui 
others  oppusL'd  it,  and  obliged  Sir  Kirliard  to  surrender. 

He  died  in  three  days  after;  and  his  lust  wonls  were  

^  Uere  dit;  I,  ItLicuuiD  Giil::^  vill£|  with  ^ijuyiui  and  quiat 
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viiDd ;  for  that  I  htn%  mM  Mj  Kft  at  a  tf«t  aoMicr  engirt 
la  do^  fighting  lor  hm  oomtTjy  qoeeiit  r^igion,  and  1kmw«p» 
mj  9oal  willingly  deparHng  nrom  thii  bodji  kaving  behiiid 
the  UstiDg  laaie  of  having  bebavad  aa  ererj  valiaat  aoldiar 
is  in  datj  bomid  to  do.**  The  Spaaiaidt  loat  ia  lUa  iliarD 
ihaM^li  ncqnal  aatios,  few  ib^a,  and  abovt  oaa  thoMaaa 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  LANCA8TEB  wai  ittod  oat  ht 
aome  ■wrebants  of  London  to  cmize  on  the  coast  of  Brasu, 
Itei  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniardb.  He  sailed  IWnb  Dart- 
■Msth  on  the  aoth  of  Novamhar,  IfiH^  whh  tfarae  ifalpf ,  one 
nf  aw  hnn(ired  and  f'  rtT,  aiiothar  of  one  haadrad  and 
aetenty,  and  tha  third  of  nity  tons,  rm  board  theaa  wara  tw 
hnndred  and  atTODty-iiTe  men  and  bojs.  In  the  space  of  a 
few  waohi  tk&j  took  thirty. niaa  Spaniah  ships,  four  of  which 
thaj  kept»  and  pfamdered  the  rest,  and  then,  joining  with 
Oaptam  Venner  at  the  isle  of  May,  tbev  stea>ed  utr  tha 
coast  of  Brazil,  whera  they  took  tha  city  oi^  Pemambooo^  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1595,  in  a  vaBDar  aeafvely  to  be  patil- 
Mad  ia  hiatory,  for  Captain  Lineaater  ordared  hk  fine  new 
ptniiaee»  hi  which  he  landed  his  men,  to  be  beat  to  pieces  on 
tha  ahem,  and  sank  hia  boats,  that  his  men  nqght  see  they 
mmt  either  die  or  conquer ;  the  sight  of  which  ao  frighted 
the  Spaniard?  and  Portogneieb  that  »fter  a  very  poor  defence 
they  aKandooed  the  lower  town.  Thia  the  English  held  for 
thvtj  days,  in  which  space  they  were  attacked  eleven  times 
hj  tha  anenqr*  TIm  flpoil  was  exceedingly  rich,  and 
aaKmnted  to  so  great  a  quantity,  tlutt  Captain  Lancaater 
hired  three  sail  of  large  Dotch  ships,  and  four  Frenchmen, 
Id  carry  it  home ;  and  having  thus  increased  his  fleet  to  ILf* 
teen  Mps,  he  brought  them  safely  into  the  Downs  in  the 
moolh  of  Julv,  1595.  This  was  the  most  lucrative  adven- 
tare,  on  a  private  account,  throughout  the  whole  war  ;  and 
the  courage  and  conduct  of  the  commander  appears  so  con- 
Bpicuoasly  therein,  that  he  desert  e«  to  be  ever  remeinlK^re'd 
with  honour,  even  supposing  he  had  performed  nothing 
more.  But  it  appears,  from  several  circtim stances  in  tJie 
relations,  that  lie  waa  tlie  person  who  opened  the  trade  to  the 
Indies. 

We  have  already  taken  notice  the  patent  jrranted  to  the 
East  India  Company  hv  queen  Elizabeth,  in  tlie  year  1600. 
Their  first  stock  consisted  of  severity -two  thousand  pounds, 
and  the  first  fleet  they  fitted  ont  as  a  company,  consisted  of 
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four  large  ships,  which  sailed  from  Loudon,  February  13. 
1600,  under  the  command  of  this  Mr.  James  Lancaster, 
who  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  who  performed  his  vovage 
to  Achen  very  successfully,  and  established  the  English  trade 
throughout  the  Indies  as  happily  and  prudently  as  could  be 
wished.  In  his  return,  his  ship,  which  was  the  Dragon, 
was  in  the  utmost  peril  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  haviog 
lost  her  rudder^  and  become  otherwise  much  damaged,  yet  he 
refused  to  go  on  board  the  Hector,  contenting  himself  with 
writing  a  snort  letter  to  the  company,  wherein  he  told  them 
the?  might  be  sore  he  would  do  his  utmost  to  save  the  ship 
BMki  cargo,  by  thu<^  venturing  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of 
those  who  were  with  him,  ad£ng  this  remarkable  postscript 
in  the  midst  of  his  oonfasion 

*«The  psisa^  to  the  East  Indies  lies  in  6S  defprees,  ao 
minutes,  by  the  north-west,  on  the  America  side." 

He  had,  however,  the  good  fortune  to  get  into  the  port  of 
St.  Helena,  where  he  repaired  his  weather-beaten  ship  as 
well  as  he  could,  brought  her  safely  into  the  Downs  on  iim 
11th  of  September,  1603,  and  lived  nearly  thirty  years  aAer- 
wards  in  an  honourable  afiittence^  acquired  chiefly  by  this 
successful  voyage. 

These  are  the  principal  naval  heroes  who  flourished  in 
that  glorious  reign,  wherein  the  foundation  was  strongly 
laid  of  the  prodigious  maritime  power  and  extensive  com* 
merce,  which  the  English  nation  have  ttnce  enjoyed.  I 
shall  conclude  with  wishing,  that  the  same  generous  spirit 
may  again  arise  with  a  force  that  may  excite  us  to  emulate 
the  wisdom,  courage^  industry,  and  zeal  for  the  public  good, 
which  animated  our  ancestors,  and  enabled  them  to  surmount 
all  difficulties,  and  to  spread  the  reputation  of  their  arms  and 
virtues  through  the  whole  habitable  world* 
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BCmir  or  JAKB8  TUB  TIBST-— •!»  WILUAM  MOHSON-— aUA.BREU 
^ITH  THE  DUTCH — SIR  WALTER  BALBIOM — ^BBIOM  OF  CaABLBfi 
THE  TUUrt — SIR  BOBBBX  MAMSBL. 

Whf.\  Jarnes  the  Sixth  of  Scntl'ind  succeeded  to  the  throne 
r*f  England,  he  \va^  m  the  thirty-?ixth  year  of  hi'^  n<^e. 
i  he  melancholy  circumstance*  of  his  childhood  and  educa- 
tion had  impressed  upon  his  mind  cliiirai  ti  r«?  of  feehlenes?, 
which  never  were  effaced,  even  by  tin  ireer  uf  ])ro«perity 
^hich  hh  accession  to  the  rrowTi  of  I  'mrlrMid  opened  up  to 
Hun.  Never  had  any  monarch  a  nobler  opportunity  of  dis- 
tinction It  the  commencement  of  a  reii^n.  Never  \vr\s  such 
in  opportunity  so  thrown  away.  Hprcived  as  the  head  of 
the  Protestant  interest  hv  one  party,  bis  claim  was  held 
''aJid  by  the  Cathohc  party  as  the  k'^itimate  iieir,  and  bad 
he  with  a  manly  dignity  upheld  the  Protestant  fnith,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  sternly  rebuked  the  intolerance  shown 
toward?5  his  Catholic  subjects,  he  mii^ht  have  taken  his  placo 
**  the  head  of  men  of  free  thoughts  anrl  frc*^  actions,  and 
have  earned  for  himself  a  name  of  immortal  ronown. — 
•Barnes  was  not  equal  to  this.  He  shrunk  from  asserting 
the  only  claim  he  had  to  the  throne,  namely,  the  right  of  a 
rVoe  people  to  think  for  themselves^  Bud  took  refuge  under 
^  amotelligible  doctrine  of — 

The  right  dUine  of  Jungs  to  gorem  wrong. 

It  is  turprisinsr  that,  under  all  circumstances,  he  contrived 
to  pass  through  a  long  reign  so  peaceably ;  but  the  conse- 
qoeoces  of  his  policy  fell  fatally  upon  his  more  criminal 
BBOcessor. 

It  is  with  reference  to  maritime  affairs  alone,  however, 
We  refpiire  to  treat  of  the  reign  of  James.  It  may 
Hyear  singular  that  Scotland,  having  the  same  insular  situ- 
fwn,and  having  the  example  of  England,  should  have  been 
tosi^ificant  a,s  a  maritime  power.  Yet  so  it  was,  and 
JtiBeftd^  not  appear  to  have  paid  much  attention  person- 
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ftlly  to  the  atTairs  of  bis  navy.  ills  reiirn.  indeed,  was  not 
a  warlike  one,  and  our  -loeount  is  nt  Lt>>ai  ilv  Itrief. 

The  hnii^o  of  Auhlria  wa^  glad  to  avail  it>clf  of  Jnme^  s 
peaceful  di>[>o>ition,  to  pnt  an  (  nd  to  the  war  which  had 
proved  so  injurious  to  its  intertj!»t.H  and  glory.  The  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  have  heen  severely  aniniadvt-rud  upon, 
bj  politicians  of  these  and  suhsequi nt  times,  as  disadvanta- 
geous to  England,  hut  there  wfis  pruhahlv  an  undue  degree 
of  national  animosity  at  the  botluni  of  these  complaints. 

But  if  this  treaty  j^ave  some  dissatistaetion  at  home,  it 
raised  no  less  (liscontont  abroad.  7'ho  Hollanders,  who 
were  left  to  sliin  lor  tlu  niselves,  and  \vh<^  had  reapi/fl  oreat 
advantages  from  the  favour  of  Elizabeth,  were  exaspti  ^iled 
at  a  step  so  much  to  their  disadvantage.  But  as  they  found 
tliemselves  still  strong  enough  not  only  to  cope  with  the 
Spaniards,  hut  also  to  make  a  greater  fipuri'  than  most 
other  naticris  at  sea,  they  l<>^t  that  respect  •wliicli  was  due  fo 
the  ]\liuli>h  flag,  and  began  tn  assume  to  tiiemseives  a  kind 
of  equality  even  in  the  nan  uw  seas.  This  was  represented 
to  the  kinir  a**  an  indignity  luit  to  he  borne,  and  he^lirected 
a  tk'i't  tn  he  fitted  out,  the  ecmniand  of  which  was  given  to 
8ir  Wiiliam  Monson,  with  instructions  to  maintain  the 
honour  of  the  Engli^h  flag,  and  the  siij  eriority  of  tiie 
Hi  itlsh  seas.  This  Wrci  put  to  sea  in  the  spring  of  1604, 
and  was  continued  annually  under  the  same  admiral,  who 
was  a  man  of  spirit  and  experience.  He  tolK  it«?  in  his 
Tiu  inoirs  that  he  served  in  the  first  ship  of  war  tit  ted  out  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  wn«?  an  admiral  in  the 
last  fleet  she  t  vl  t  sent  to  sea.  Yet  he  found  it  a  very  diffi- 
cult mart(  r  to  execute  his  commission  :  the  Dutch,  whenever 
he  conferred  with  any  of  their  chief  efVieers,  gave  him  tine 
language  and  fair  promises,  hut  they  minded  them  verv 
little,  taking  our  s]ii[)s  on  ^ cry  ti  ivolous  pretences,  and 
treating  those  they  found  on  hoard  tin  m  with  great  severity, 
till  such  time  a«  it  apinarcd  the  admiral  would  not  hrar  si^rh 
usaiTP,  and  began  to  make  reprisals,  threatening  to  hMij  n5 
pirates  people  who  showed  themselves  very  little  better  in 
their  actions.  There  were  also  high  contests  about  the  flag", 
which  began  through  some  accidental  civilities  shown  to  the 
Hollanders  in  the  late  reicrn,  when  tlu  v  sailed  under  the 
command  of  English  admirals,  upon  joint  expeditions,  nnd 
were  on  that  account  treated  as  if  they  had  been  her  Majesty's 
own  subjects,  which  favours  they  now  pretended  to  claim  as 
l^reFOgaiives  due  to  tbem  in  quaiit  j  of  an  iodepeodent  statie. 
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It  wiD  sot  be  MdH  to  give  tbe  rader  an  aeeeent^  in  Sir 
W.  Montoo^e  own  words,  of  the  nnit  wHb  whioh  he  innsted 
on  Mtnfeetion  from  the  Dutch  on  Ibis  heady  whereb j  the  right 
ef  dieSiksMflh  flag,  whioh  has  been  aomneh  stood  upon  stnoe^ 
waa  crtaUiAed  with  regard  to  thte  rmablie;  the  rather, 
biieaass  there  are  many  who  will  soaroe  believe  that  matters 
of  tiifo  natnre  were  earned  so  far,  nnder  so  pacific  a  prince. 

•'In  my  retnm  fnm  Oakis,**  says  Sir  WiUiamt  '^tbe 
irst  of  July,  lOCN^,  with  the  eniper«nr*e  ambassador,  aa  I 
approadied  near  DoTcr  road,  I  pereeired  an  increase  af  six 
aUp8  to  those  I  left  there  three  days  belbrey  one  of  them  being 
the  admiral ;  thdr  coming  in  show  was  to  beleaguer  the 
Spaniards  who  were  then  at  Dover. 

**AaI  drew  near  them  the  admiral  strode  his  flag  tiurice^ 
Aod  advMieed  it  again.  His  coming  from  the  other  coast  at 
such  a  time,  caused  me  to  make  another  conBtmetiou  than 
he  pretended ;  and  indeed  it  so  fell  out,  for  I  conceived  his 
arrival  at  that  time  was  for  no  other  end  than  to  show  the 
ambassador,  who  be  knew  would  spread  it  abroad  throughout 
ail  Europe,  as  also  the  Spaniards,  that  thej  might  have  the 
less  esteem  of  his  Majesty's  prerogative  in  the  narrow  seas, 
that  bj  their  wearing  their  flag,  they  might  be  reputed 
kings  of  tbe  sea  as  well  as  his  Majesty.  I  hastened  the 
ambassador  ashore,  and  despatched  a  gentleman  to  the 
admiral,  to  entreat  his  company  the  next  day  to  dinner, 
which  he  willingly  promised. 

The  irentleman  told  him  I  required  him  to  take  in  his 
lUg^,  a  duty  due  to  his  Majesty's  ships  :  he  answered,  that 
heliad  !?triiLk  it  thrice,  which  he  thought  to  be  a  vrry  suffi- 
cient acknowlederment,  and  it  was  more  than  I'ormer  itdmirals 
of  the  narrow  sca>  had  n  (jiiircd  at  Jiis  hands. 

•Tho  LTtitlemau  rephi-d,  thai  he  expected  such  an  answer 
iVoin  h\iu,  aod  therefore  he  was  prepared  with  ^\  hat  to  sav  to 
that  point.  He  told  him  the  times  were  altered,  lur  when 
no  more  but  striking  the  t^a*:^  was  required,  England  and 
Holland  were  both  of  them  in  hostility  with  Spain,  which 
caused  her  Majesty  to  tolerate  divers  things  in  them,  as,  for 
instance,  the  admiral's  wearing  his  flat?  in  tlu'  expeditiuti  to 
Cadiz  and  the  islands,  where  the  Lord- Adipiral  of  England 
and  the  Lord  of  Essex  went  as  crenerals,  and  that  courtesy 
they  could  not  challenge  by  right,  hut  by  permission  ;  and 
the  wars  being  now  ceased,  his  Majesty  did  recjuire  by  rae, 
his  T II  inister,  such  rights  and  duties  as  have  formerly  belonged 
to  his  progenitors. 
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*•  The  admiral  refused  to  obey  my  commands,  saying  he 
expected  more  favour  from  me  than  from  other  admirals,  in 
respect  of  our  long  and  loving  acquaintance  ;  hut  he  was 
answered  that  all  ohligations  of  private  friendship  must  be 
laid  aside,  when  the  honour  of  one's  king  and  country  is  at 
stake.  The  geiitleman  advised  him  in  a  friendly  manner  to 
vicld  to  mv  demand,  if  not,  he  had  commission  to  tell  him.  I 
meant  to  wciirh  anehnr  and  come  near  him,  an<i  tliat  the 
force  of  our  ships  should  determine  the  rjiio'-.tion,  for  rather 
than  I  would  !^urter  his  flag  to  be  worn  in  view  of  so  many 
nations  as  were  to  behold  it,  I  resolved  to  burj  mjselt  in  th« 
sea. 

"The  adniirnl,  it  s^'tins,  upon  better  alvice,  took  io  his 
flag,  and  stood  iuinu  i]i;itrlv  utt'  to  sea.  tit  iug  a  vTun  for  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  to  follow  iiim.  And  tlius  1  lo:it  i^uest 
the  next  day  to  dniner,  as  he  had  promised. 

*•  This  pas«a^^r  lit^twixt  the  admiral  and  tin'  was  r\  i  d 
from  the  himre,  people  beholdinu"  us  to  nee  ttie  evt  iit.  V  {/on 
my  landing  I  met  with  Sciriago,  tlic  neral  of  the  Spaniards 
who  in  the  tinu'  of  (jiutii  Elizabeth  was  employed  under 
Mendoza,  the  ainKia-^a  l  ir  of  Spain.  He  told  me  that  if  the 
Hollanders  had  worn  their  tiag,  times  lia  l  been  strangely 
altered  in  England  since  his  old  master,  king  Philip  the 
Second,  was  shot  at  by  the  Lord- Admiral  of  England,  for 
wearing  his  flag  in  the  narrow  seas,  when  he  came  to  uiaitt 
queen  Mary.'* 

These  <lisjMites  continued  for  many  years,  and  thouj2:h, 
through  tiie  vigilance  of  admiral  Monson,  the  Dutch  were 
defeated  in  all  their  pretensions,  and  the  prerogative*^  of  the 
Britiiih  sovereignty  at  sea  were  thoroughly  maintaiuu'.l,  \t; 
the  republic  of  Holland  stiil  kept  up  a  spirit  of  reseninient, 
which  broke  out  in  such  acts  of  viulence,  would  not  have 
been  passed  by  in  the  days  of  queen  Elizabeth;  yet  our 
adiiiir  il  does  not  seem  to  charge  the  king  or  his  ministry  in 
general  with  want  ot  iuclinaliun  tu  du  themselves  justice, 
but  lays  it  expressly  at  the  door  of  Secretary  Cecil,  alier- 
wards  lOarl  ot'  Salisbury,  who  thought  it,  he  says,  good 
policy  to  overlook  such  kind  of  offences,  but  he  do€*s  not 
report  any  reasons  upon  which  that  kind  of  policy  was 
grounded  ;  yet  it  did  not  absolutely  or  constantly  prevail, 
even  in  the  councils  of  kin:^  James,  for  upon  some  surmises 
that  foreigners  took  uiirtasonahle  liberties  in  tij^hing  in  our 
«^ea«,  a  proclamation  was  published  in  llie  year  lt30^>,  dis- 
tinctly a&»t;rtiu|^  the  kiug's  suvert;ignty  in  that  point,  and 
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wyhftituig  all  fbreiim  nations  to  fish  on  the  Briibh  coast, 
ilii,  tboDgh  geneni  in  appearaooe,  had  jet  a  more  partien- 
kr  rektioD  to  the  Dutch,  who  foand  themtelm  so  far 
lActed  tberebj,  espedallj  when  the  king  appointed  commis- 
Mcrs  at  LoodoD  for  gpranting  licenses  to  sndi  foreigners 
as  wonld  fish  on  the  English  coast,  and  at  Edinhurgh,  for 
motinff  licenses  of  the  like  nature  to  each  as  would  fish  in 
ttsnorAem  sea;  and  to  thsse  r^gnlatioosy  thoofffa  with  great 
leloetsaeey  they  sahmitted  for  the  present,  the  reason  of 
which  seems  to  De»  their  bavins  then  afiRurs  of  great  moment 
to  arrange  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain.    In  these 
important  concerns,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  passed, 
thef  socceeded,  and  two  treaties  were  concluded  on  the 
twoitj-sizth  of  Jnne^  1608,  between  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  States-Oeneral,  the  one  of  peace  and  alli- 
anos^  the  other  for  stating  and  settKng  the  debt  due  to  king 
James.    One  would  have  imi^ned  that  the  adrantages 
obtsmed  bj  these  treaties  should  hare  brought  the  rqmblie 
to  a  better  temper  in  respect  to  other  matters,  but  it  did  not, 
for  within  a  short  time  alter,  they  disputed  pajrinff  the 
■ssiie  liei  i  ing  in  Scotland,  and  the  ticense-monej  in  £Sng« 
land ;  and  to  protect  their  subjects  from  the  penalties  which 
might  attend  audi  a  refusal,  thej  sent'shipe  of  force  to 
ssoort  their  herring  busses.   Theee  facts,  as  thej  are  incon- 
testible^  I  think  myself  obliged  to  relate,  though  without 
the  least  nreju^ce  against  the  Dutch,  who  are  a  people  cer- 
tainly to  oe  commended  for  all  such  instances  of  their  public 
spirit,  as  appear  to  be  consistent  with  the  right  or  thdr 
neif^boors,  and  the  law  of  nations.    But  at  this  time  of 
day,  ministers  were  too  much  afraid  of  parliaments  to  run 
the  hasard  of  losing  any  of  the  nation's  rights  for  want  of 
insbtlng  opon  them,  and  therefore  they  prerailed  upon  the 
king  to  republish  liis  prodlamation. 

*!rhere  were  also  some  struggles  in  this  reign  with  the 
French,  about  the  same  rights  of  fishery,  and  the  soTereignty 
of  the  sea,  in  which,  through  the  Tigorous  measures  taken 
hw  Bir  William  Moneon,  the  nation  prerailed,  and  the 
Frmth  were  obliged  to^desi^^  from  their  piiMSticesof 
turbing  oar  fishermen,  and  otherwise  injuring  ournaviga- 
ttoo.  In  1614,  the  same  admiral  was  sent  to  scour  the 
Scottish  afi'l  Irish  seas,  which  were  much  infested  with 
piratea.  We  need  not  wonder  at  tlus,  if  ^v<>  consider  that, 
tOl  James*s  accession  to  the  throne  of  England,  there 
was  lattle,  indeed  scarosly  any  naval  strength  in  his  own 
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eooDtry,  and  thai  an  Irdand,  the  Spaniards,  by  fVaqttePtly 
practiuog  this  piratieal  trade  during  the  war,  had  gircn  tte 
barbarouf  iDhabitaiita  such  a  relish  of  it,  that  tfaej  eoald  not 
fonake  it  in  time  of  peace.  The  aoite,  howevert  of  their 
depredations  far  exceeded  the  damage,  for  when,  on  the  6nt 
of  Jane»  Sir  William  Monson  made  the  coast  of  Cattftuiess, 
the  most  northern  part  of  Sootlandt  he  fo«iid  that  instead  of 
twenty  piralee>  of  whom  he  expected  to  hare  inteUigenoe  i& 
those  piuii»  there  were  in  fact  bat  twosome  of  whom  ioUM* 
diately  surrendered,  and  the  other  was  afterwards  taken  hf 
the  admiral  on  the  coaet  of  Ireland,  where,  by  m  pnper 
mixture  of  clemency  and  severity,  he  extirpated  these  rovcn. 
This  service  Sir  WiHiam  performed  in  tmree  months. 

In  1617,  Sir  Walter  Baleigh  wat  leleated  from  his 
imprisonment  in  the  Tower^and  had  a  oommisKon  from  the 
king;  to  discover  and  take  possession  of  any  countries  in  tbo 
aoii»  of  Ameriea,  which  were  inhabited  by  heathen  nalioDs, 
fbr  the  enlamnient  of  commerce  and  the  propagation  of 
religion ;  in  the  undertaking  which  expedition,  his  expemea 
were  borne  bj  himself,  his  friends»  and  snob  merchaata  at 
entertained  a  good  opinion  of  the  voyage.  His  design  haa 
been  rarioualj  represented,  and  we  shall  examine  it  horealter 
more  at  large.  At  present,  we  speak  of  it  only  as  a  publie 
oonoem,  in  which  lignt  it  was  justiiiable  beyond  all  qmeetion^ 
notwithstanding  the  ootcries  that  were  made  against  it  hf 
the  Spaniards.  It  is, indeedypretty  evident  that  the  oom* 
pUints  of  thdr  minieter,  Don  Die^o  Sarmiento  d^Acuna,  so 
well  known  afterwards  by  the  title  of  Count  Gondomar, 
were  not  so  much  grounded  on  anj  aotioos  he  himself  had 
of  the  injustice  of  thb  deeign«  as  on  a  piece  of  Spanish 
policy,  by  raising  a  clamour  on  false  pretenoeSy  to  discover 
the  true  scope  and  intent  of  Sir  Walter's  voyage.  In  this 
he  was  but  too  successful,  for,  upon  his  representations,  that 
excellent  person  was  obliged  to  give  a  distinct  account,  as 
well  of  his  preparations  for  executing,  as  of  the  design  he 
was  to  execute;  and  thi<^  (by  what  means  is  not  dear)  waa 
communicate<l  to  the  Spaniards,  who  thereby  gained  an 
opportunity,  first  of  disappointing  him  in  America,  and  then 
of  taking  off  his  head  upon  his  return,  to  the  lasting  dis- 
honour of  this  reif^n,  as  well  as  the  great  dt  triTni  iit  nt  the 
riatlnn:  for,  without  nil  doubt,  thi^  project  of  8ir  Walter 
llaleigh'^,  for  settling  in  (iuiana,  was  not  only  well  con- 
trived  but  well  founded,  and  if  it  ) uid  been  foUovedp  might 

have  been  most  beneiicttal  to  Britain. 
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Tit  <%«t«i  with  the8talii«r  li  icfcrm*  to 

tbe  r%lit  M  fiihtD^,  broki  mil  anoi  io  ihe^ear  1618»  fiw 
Ibe  old  cmoMm,  wfaioh  wm  pbioij  •  Tcrjr  hi%h  presumflM 
their  owd  maritime  fof^^mod  an  opiniott  Uwy  liad  «fli«fw 
toiatd^  tbe  kings  hema  macii addicted  to  peace.  It  is  not 
aft  aft  impossible  that  iSmj  bad  a  groat  opmian  likewise  ni 
tiketr  miimiarV  capaeity«  aad  that  too—'  or  later,  if  t^f 
«a«U  tort  keepv^  a  loM  aegotialmy  tfioy  n^bt  eiUier  ara^ 
vail  upon  tbt  Uag  to  oup  tot  preteniiions,  or  reptat  uieir 
Wfwn  iU-foanded  excatea  to  often,  till  in  the  close  they  gainad 
andit.  At  this  time,  Aose  who  hated  tha  Eqglitb  flunistrr, 
toiaated  thete  diff  ?r«^nces  with  thai  nfmhlie  as  rathar  criaMaaft 
ttoaa  hfouratoa;  bat  tbe  same  men  liriag  long  enoogh  to 

Stbe  sopreoie  poirtr  iato  their  own  hai^  in  the  tiota  of 
Itag  parliament,  aawad  tbe  letters  of  state,  written  at 
tint  jaiiefear%  to  be  drawa  otit  of  tbe  datt  and  rubbish,  and 
wdt  theaij  without  tba  tmalltat  scruple,  tbe  toaadatioii  of 
tlut  quarrel  wbieb  they  prosecuted  with  force  of  arms. 

TIfeese  letters  made  it  perfectly  dear  tbat  king  Jaaet 
aaMTtad  btt  r^bta  tbroagb  the  long  eoaraa  of  this  negoti* 
atioB  as  clearly  and  as  explicitly  as  it  was  poasible,  and 
brought  the  States  thenuciTet  to  acknowiad|^  tbat  theea 
f%bto  baid  a  just  fouodatioo.  If  it  should  be  ta^airad  bow 
It  aMa  to  pass  that,  after  oarrying  things  ao  far,  and  totach 
a  seeaHig  height,  tbty  tboald  £dl  again  into  sileaea  aad 
eblirion,  the  best  answer  that  can  be  giren  to  tbit  qnettioo 
that  in  the  midst  of  tbit  ditpoti^  the  Priaee  of  Orange 
triced  Sir  Dudley  Carleton  a  rery  ihrawd  quettitoiy  namely, 
Wbetber  tbit  cbaia  about  the  fishery  ni%bt  aot  ba  qaielad 
ftrmtmof  laoney  ?  That  gentleman,  who  wataftenrnda 
created  Vtscount  Dcrehetter,  was  certainly  a  man  of  honour, 
baft  whether  «oiaemeo  in  power  aught  not  find  a  sMthod,  by 
agaaia  of  their  own,  to  conrey  an  answer  to  so  plain  a 
dtBtaodf  »  more  than  at  this  distance  of  time  can  be  deter- 
aowd.  Sir  William  ^fonson  tells  us,  that,  in  reference  to 
tbe  deputes  about  tbe  flag,  the  Dutch  tend  a  kind  of  pro* 
toetor  in  tbe  great  Earl  of  Salisbury. 

We  oome  now  to  tbe  only  naval  expedition  of  cons^ueneey 
which  was  undertaken  daring  the  time  this  king  sat  npon  the 
^vone,  I  mean  the  attempt  upon  Algiers.  What  il  real 
grounds  were  of  this  romantic  undertaking,  seems  not  eajy 
to  be  discovered .  The  <:'<^^>mmon  story  is,  thrit  Count  Oon- 
dooiar,  having  gained  an  a^eendrincf  over  his  Mai*-ty's 

aadtr^aadiag^  ^ersndad  bioirOOBtnyrj  to  bta  oatand  iad^ 
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nation,  which  seldom  permitted  hira  to  act  vigorouslt 
agaiiist  his  own  enemies,  to  fit  out  a  formidable  fleet,  iii 
order  to  humble  the  foes  of  the  king  of  Spain.  I>ui  we 
have  it  from  other  hands,  that  tliis  was  a  project  of  roach 
older  -t;nvling  ;  tl.at  the  Earl  of  Nottinghiim  had  solicited 
the  king  iu  such  an  expedition,  before  he  laid  down  his 
charge  of  Lord  High- Admiral,  aiid  dial  8ir  Hobert  Manse! 
infused  it  into  the  1k;ii1  of  his  successor  Buckingham,  ih.a 
it  wuuld  give  a  great  reputation  to  liis  management  ot  naviil 
affair?,  if  such  a  thing  was  entered  upon  in  the  dawn  of  his 
administration.  As  Buckingliam  easily  brought  the  kine  to 
consent  to  whatever  himself  approved,  there  is  the  uuuost 
probability  that  it  was  by  his  influence  this  design  was 
carried  into  execution,  notwithstanding  that  Sir  William 
Monson,  wlio  liad  been  con  Milted  upon  it,  gave  his  judgment, 
supported  by  strong  and  ekar  argiiniLiits,  that  it  was  ra?h 
and  ill-founaed,  and  that,  instead  of  raisin</  the  rvjiutation  of 
the  British  arras,  it  would  only  contribute  to  render  them 
ridiculous,  because  the  whnk'  world  would  take  notice  of  tl.t 
disappoint uu'iit,  w  hereas  oiilv  a  iVw  could  judge  of  its  real 
causes,  and  nf  the  little  reason  there  was  to  measure 
naval  strength  of  Britain  thereby. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1620,  this  fleet  sailed  from 
Plymouth.  It  consisted  of  six  men-of-war,  and  twelve 
large  ships  hired  frum  the  merchants.  Of  these  Sir 
Robert  Mansel,  then  Vice-Admiral  of  Enirl.'ind,  had  the 
command  in  chief,  Sir  Richard  Hawkins  wa.s  \  ice,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Button  Hear-Admiral ;  Sir  Henry  Palmer,  Arthur 
Manwaring,  '1  honias  Love,  and  Samuel  Argall,  Esqnires, 
were  appointed  to  be  members  of  the  council  of  war.  and 
T'^^dward  Clarke,  Esquire,  was  secretary.  On  the  tvv<  nty- 
seventh  of  Novpmber,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  Algior 
road,  and  saluted  the  town,  but  without  receiving  a  singk 
gun  in  answer.  On  the  twenty-ri^^lith,  the  admiral  st  ut  a 
gentleman  with  a  white  flag  to  let  l in-  i  urkish  viceroy  know 
the  cause  of  his  ( uming,  who  returned  him  an  answer  by 
four  commissioners,  that  he  had  orders  from  the  Grand 
Seignior  to  use  the  English  with  the  utm(j<t  rLS|)ect,  to 
•uflfer  their  men  to  come  on  shore,  aud  to  furnish  {Ik in  with 
what  provihiou.H  they  wanted.  Upon  this,  a  negotiation 
ensued,  in  wliich  it  is  hard  to  say  whetiier  the  Turks  or  tFi»' 
adnnral  acted  with  greater  chicanery.  The  former  rt  tu^  a 
to  dismiss  the  gentleman  first  sent,  unless  an  English  consul 
was  leii  at  Algiers;  and  the  latter,  to  rid  hiuuelf  of  ibis 
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iiftenhjy  prevailed  iRNin  a  seiman  to  put  on  a  suit  of  good 
dotbes,  and  to  pass  for  a  conial;  this  cho.-it  not  being  dia* 
cowed  bj  the  Turiu,  tbey  tent  fortj  Kogliih  tlavM  on 
board  to  the  admiraJ,  aiid promised  to  give  hira  satisfactioo 
to  lib  oCbor  demands ;  upon  which,  he  sailed  again  for  tho 
&HBX5h  coast,  attended  by  six  Fr^  nr-h  men-of-war,  the 
affisiral  of  which  squadron  had  struck  to  the  English  fleet 
CD  ins  irsi  jouiiog  it,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  greatest 
hoooor,  and  nerhaps  the  greatest  adrantage^  t00»  thai 
attended  tlie  whole  expedition. 

It  had  hem  well  if  this  enterprise  had  ended  thti^ ;  but 
after  r?f^^Wing  a  supply  of  provisions  from  England,  it  was 
resolved  to  make  another  attempt  npon  Algiers  m  the  spring, 
and,  if  possible,  to  bum  the  ships  in  the  mole.  Accordingly, 
in  the  month  of  May  the  fleet  left  the  coast  of  Majorca,  and 
upon  the  twenty-first  of  the  same  month,  anchored  before 
Algiers,  and  be<ran  to  prepare  for  the  execution  of  this 
design.  Two  slnps  taken  from  the  Turk?,  one  of  an  hun* 
dre^i,  the  other  of  sixty  ton?*,  were  fitted  up  ff>r  thi^  [iTirpo*(o. 
Th^y  were  fille<l  with  combustible  matter,  and  provided 
"with  chains,  grappling-irons,  and  boats  to  bring  off  the  men  ; 
next  followed  the  tnree  brigantine^,  which  the  admiral 
bought  at  Ai:caT;t,  with  frro-hnlh.  bin  kft'^  of  wiM-tire,  and 
fire-pikes  to  ta«>ten  their  fire-works  to  the  enemy's  ships. 
Seven  armed  boats  followed  to  sustain  those  of  the  fire- 
ihips,  in  ca^e  thry  were  pursues!  at  their  coming  off.  Tfiew* 
^  re  IBcpwise  furnished  with  ^e- works  to  destroy  the  ships 
without  tlie  mole. 

The  w  ind  not  bfinp  favourable,  the  attemj»t  was  put  off 
till  the  twenty -fourth,  and  blowing  then  at  S.S.W.,  the 
ships  advanced  with  a  brisk  gale  towards  ihf  mole;  but 
when  they  were  within  than  a  musket-»hot  of  the  nj(Je'« 
h^d,  the  wind  died  away,  and  it  grew  so  c:Am  fbry  could 
mi  enter.  However,  the  boats  and  hrigarit iiK--  tindiog 
they  were  discovered,  by  the  brightness  of  the  moon,  whien 
was  then  at  full,  and  being  informe<l  by  a  Christian  slave, 
who  swam  from  the  town,  that  the  Turks  had  leff  tbi-ir 
sbiir»^  L'uarded,  with  only  a  man  or  two  in  each  ot  thf  ro, 
thev  resolved  to  prtxreed,  wb?<^b  tfs^v  did,  but  perform*  d 
littfe  or  nothing,  and  then  retir*-ii  with  the  lo«s  of  six  nn  n. 
After  a  day  or  two's  stay,  they  piJt  to  «ea,  and,  in  thenc  r  th 
of  June,  return  to  England.  Thi«  ill -concerted  enteq^ri^e 
had  no  other  etieet,  than  that  of  '  jipo>ing  our  own  c^imnKTr  ^- 
to  the  insults  of  the  AlgenneS|  who  did  a  great  deal  of  tui* 
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cluef»  while  we  did  them  UtUe  or  none;  though  two  other 
fleets  were  afterwards  sent  against  them,  one  nnder  the  cQin- 
mand  of  the  Lord  WiUoughh  j»  and  the  other  ondtf  that  of  die 
Earl  of  Denbigh;  hot  M>th  did  so  small  service»  that  tscj 
few  of  onr  hi^ries  take  any  notice  of  them.  Sir  Williaai 
Ifonson  has  made  some  serere  bat  just  ohserrationa  upon 
these  undertakings;  and  particolarly  remarks^  that  notwith- 
standing the  whrn  nation  was  grierousiy  offended*  as  thcj 
will  always  be  at  sodi  miscarriages^  yet  the j  never  had  any 
satssfaotion  given  them;  which  urritated  them  eanseedinglj, 
and  oontribnted  not  a  little  to  raise  that  igmt  which  rented 
itself  afterwards  in  a  aivil  war. 

In  1628»  happened  the  bloody  aAor  of  Ambo^rna,  of  which 
I  shell  give  a  snort  and  fsir  aooonnt;  becanse  it  gave  birth 
to  oar  national  hatred  of  the  Dutch,  which  subsisted  ao  kng, 
and  had  such  fatal  effects.  By  a  treaty  conduded  between 
areat  Britain  and  the  United  Provinces  in  1619,  it  was 
amongst  other  things,  that,  to  prevent  farther  dfak 
potes,  Ihe  Dntdi  Aoald  enjoy  two^thirds  of  the  trade  at 
Amboyna,  and  the  English  one.  In  parsoance  of  this^  a 
factory  was  erected  in  that  island  as  well  as  other  places; 
yet,  io  the  short  space  of  two  years,  the  Dutch  grew  weary 
of  their  company,  and,  under  pretence  of  a  plot,  seiied  flis 
principal  persons  in  the  factorv,  tortured  them,  and  havii^ 
CKtortod  nrom  them  some  confessions,  put  as  many  of  tlMB 
as  they  thought  fit  to  death,  and,  under  a  ^ecious  show  of 
clemency,  discharged  the  rest,  seizing,  however,  not  only  on 
this,  but  all  tiie  other  factories  likewise,  which,  at  that  time, 
the  English  had  in  the  Spice-Islands,  and  thereby  engros<iDg 
that  most  valuable  trade  to  th^selves.  That  this  ^as  really 
a  contrivance,  seems  plain,  from  the  following  circumstances: 
—The  English  had  only  a  house  wherein  their  factory  re- 
sided, whereas  the  Dutch  were  possessed  of  a  very  strong 
fort;  the  number  of  the  former  did  not  exceed  twenty,  the 
latter  had  above  two  hundred  garrison  soldiers  in  the  castle, 
and  eight  ships  riding  in  the  port.  The  prisoners  all  denietl 
it  most  solemnly  at  their  deaths,  and  would  have  taken  ti  u 
sacrament  on  the  truth  of  what  they  said,  but  l\ua  ii  was 
refused  them  by  the  Dutch.  That  I  iii:iy  not  be,  however, 
suspected  of  injustice  towards  them,  I  w  ill  transcribe  thdr 
own  account  of  this  mailLr.  **Thih  island,"  says  a  writer, 
who  addressed  his  work  to  the  Stat^  of  Holland,  "was  a 
long  time  the  subject  of  dispute  between  ihv  l>utch'  and 
Kuglidh.    The  lunbl  India  (Jumpany,  who  had  made  them- 
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Mlves  maiCcrt  of  H,  eotared  ioto  a  irmty  with  tbe  Engliah 
Ibr  Mmof  out  the  FottngiiMa  aad  SpuMHs;  and,  Lt  oiie 
of  Iks  articles  of  tliia  traaly,  it  was  agmd  that  tliej  should 
teiiiih  tan  men  of  war  for  thie  porpoaa.  Tbej  neglecting 
tkas  armaaaaiit,  the  Indians  of  Tematetook  advaataga  of  the 
wenkaaai  which  thia  omLssioo  of  theirs  had  occaMoned^ 
aj^reed  to  a  nupaniion  of  arms  with  tbe  Bpasuarde,  and 
hiaviog  made  an  allianea  with  the  long  of  TklOf%  who  was 
mi  enemy  to  the  Diitch»  attacked  several  itlandi  dq>endeot 
€Kk  Ainbc^iia»  and  having  made  themwJves  mastma  of  them, 
imived  to  attack  the  citadel;  and  the  Eaglith  are  wkl  to 
bttfa  heen  eoncenad  with  them  in  tfab  drntaiy  which  waa 
dfecovered  by  a  Japanese.  The  governor  beard  from  all 
sides,  that  the  English  bad  taken  hia  citadel.  Artoniehad 
m  thme  reports,  though  ha  pel  himcelf  on  bis  gnaid, 
and  s^zed  the  Japanese,  whom  be  taqiaetad.  Thb  man 
ODofessed,  that  tha  GngUah  were  engaged  tn  a  consptraej 

r'nst  the  gorernor;  uaty  taking  advantage  of  bis  abg^iee, 
citadel  was  to  be  seiaed,  and  that  the  Jiu>anese  in  tbe 
mlaiid  had  engaged  to  execute  this  project.  The  governor, 
witliout  hesitation,  anaited  all  who  weaeaocnsed  of  having 
any  hand  in  this  dengn.  Tbe  English  confessed,  that  their 
lactor  had  sworn  th^  upon  tbe  gospel  never  to  rep  eal  the 
aacret;  which,  however,  they  did,  and  signed  their  confes- 
Mons,  some  freely,  and  tbe  rest  constrained  thereto  by  tbe 
TK^ence  of  tbe  torture.  They  were  all  executed;  and  this 
is  what  is  commonlv  called  tbe  massacre  of  Ambovna.  The 
Snglkh  have  always  maintained,  that  this  crime  was  purely 
imaginary,  and  only  made  use  of  as  a  preteit  to  «acritice 
their  nation  to  the  vengeance  of  a  governor;  and,  there  fo?^, 
ther  continued  to  demand  satisfactioo  for  this  lo«^  froin  1  *ySJ 
to  i672,  when,  through  the  indirt'erent  state  of  their  attair^, 
thev  were  glad  to  depart  from  it."  This  I»utch  account, 
ami  indeed  all  tbe  accounts  I  have  ever  seen  of  lu'  jr  draw- 
ing up,  sufficiently  prove,  that  there  was  more  of  p>  i than 
of  any  thing  ehe  in  the  whole  pnxeeding,  and  that  wliat  th<i 
Dutch  in  this  black  business  chietiy  aime<l  at  was,  the  ei- 
cludin^  us  firom  the  gpioa  tradet  iu  which  th^  e^octuallj 

iucceede<l. 

It  i*,  indeed,  stransre,  that,  considering  the  streng^th  of  th<» 
nation  at  sea  at  th*.  tine  we  received  this  insnlt,  :ind  th-j 
quick  rens^  which  the  English  always  have  of  an\  national 
affn/Dt,  DO  proper  satisfaction  was  obtained,  nor  aiiv  vi^<,r. 

one  meanrea  enterad  loto^  in  order  to  eiact  it.   But  the 
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wonder  will,  iu  a  ^^rc^at  niea^nrei  cease,  when  we  consider 
the  state  of  the  cruwu.  and  ot'  the  people  at  that  period.  The 
king  had  heen  engaged  lor  many  years  in  a  tethoiis,  dishon* 
ourahle,  and  distasteful  negotiation  for  the  niamage  of  his 
son  prince  Charles  with  the  princess  of  Spain:  to  the  chi- 
merical advantages  he  proposed  from  this,  he  sacrificed  th« 
interest  of  his  family,  the  glory  of  his  government,  and  the 
affections  of  his  people,  and  yet  could  never  bring  the  thiDg 
to  bear:  but  was  at  lasjt  forced  to  break  off  the  treaty 
abruptly,  and  to  think,  at  the  close  of  hia  life  and  reign,  <n 
entering  upon  war,  to  which  he  had  been  alwaja  arerve. 
Such  was  the  situation  of  things  when  this  acadent  bap- 
pened  at  Amhoyna;  and^  therefore^  though  it  made  a  great 
noise,  and  ooeanoned  much  ezpostnUtioD  with  the  republic, 
yet  the  attention  of  the  crown  to  tfie  propoeed  war  with  Spain 
and  its  concern  for  the  recovery  of  the  PalatinatCt  joined  to 
the  necioMlty  tliere  wat  of  keeping  termi  with  the  Dntdi  at  to 
critical  a  juncture^  liindered  our  proceeding  any  tether  than 
by  renumstrmce,  while  our  competitors  kept  ezdusiTeiy  so 
Terj  conuderable  a  branch  of  trade,  I  hare  taken  the  mosv 
pains  to  settle  and  deer  up  tUs  matter,  becsose  it  is  a  Ml 
proof  of  a  truth  we  ought  never  to  forget,  viz. ,  that  domestic 
dissensions  are  particiDariy  fatal  to  us  as  a  trading  na^n, 
and  tliat  it  is  impossible  for  ns  to  maintain  our  commerce  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  if  we  do  not  at  least  enjoy  peace  at 
borne  wliaterer  our  circumstances  may  be  abroad. 

The  breakfaiffoff  of  the  Spanish  match  made  way  for  a  war 
with  that  kinj^om,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  tlie  English ; 
but,  in  the  midst  of  the  prenaraUons  that  were  making  for  it, 
'dnff  ended  ius  dayson  the  twenty^serenth  of  MarcK, 1625, 


reign.  His  padfio  temper  occasions  our  harii^  but 
little  to  say  in  this  part  of  our  work;  buty  before  we  pro- 
oeed  to  mentbn  the  eminent  seamen  who  flourished  in  Us 
time*  it  will  be  proner  to  give  the  reader  a  concise  view  of 
the  improTement  of  trade  and  nayigation  within  this  period, 
as  well  as  a  brief  account  of  the  colonies  that  were  settled, 
wliile  thb  prince  sat  upon  the  throne. 

It  has  been  already  shown,  thi^  under  the  public-spirited 
administration  of  queen  Elisabeth,  this  nation  flrst  came  to 
bare  mj  thing  like  a  competent  notkm  of  the  beoeflti  of  an 
exienMve  commerce,  and  began  to  think  of  managing  their 
own  trade  themselves,  which,  down  to  that  period,  hM  been 
almost  entwd J  in  the  hands  of  fbre^ers.  Solongssths 
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w  cootimied  with  Spain,  our  merehanti  weot  on  in  *  right 
waj;  by  whidi  I  mean,  that  they  proaeonted  tbflir  pmate 
adrnalig*  in  snob  a  mannert  as  that  it  proved  UkewiM  of 
pdblie  vtilityy  bj  iocreasiiig  the  number  of  seamen  and  of 
efleotive  shape  oslongiD^  to  this  kbgdom;  bat  alter  Idng 
Jamee's  acoesaionj  and  ue  taking  piaoe  of  the  p«ace,  things 
took  a  new  and  strange  turn.  Our  traders  saw  the  mam- 
liBflt  advantage  of  using  large  and  strong  ships,  but,  instead 
of  bonding  them,  were  oootent  to  fireight  those  of  their 
neighboursy  becaose  a  little  money  was  to  be  saved  bj  this 
method.  In  oonseqaeoce  of  this  notion,  our  shipping  de- 
eyed  in  proportbn  as  our  trade  increased,  till  the  year  1615, 
when  thm  were  not  ten  slups  of  two  hundred  tons  bdong- 
tng  to  the  port  of  London.  Upon  this  the  Trinity-house 
petitioned  toe  king,  setting  forth  the  matter  of  fiiot,  and  the 
lojurioiis  consequences  it  would  have^  with  respect  to  our 
naval  pAver,  through  the  decay  of  seamen,  and  praying, 
that  the  king  would  put  in  execution  some  old  laws,  which 
were  calculated  for  the  redr<  of  this  evil,  suffgestiog  also 
the  exa  ip!'  nf  the  state  of  Venice^  who,  on  a  Tike  oocasion, 
had  prohibited  their  subjects  to  transport  any  goods  in  for- 
eign bottoms.  The  m^chants  unammously  opposed  the 
mariners  in  this  dispute,  and,  having  at  this  juncture  better 
interset  at  ooort,  mvailed.  Yet,  in  a  year's  time,  the  tables 
were  turned,  and  the  merchants,  convinced  of  their  own 
mi^take,  joined  with  the  manners  in  a  like  application.  An 
accident  produced  this  effiwt.  Two  ships,  eacn  of  the  burden 
of  three  hundred  tons,  came  into  the  Thames,  laden  with 
currants  and  cotton,  the  property  of  some  Dutch  merchants 
residing  in  London.  This  immediately  opened  the  eyes  of  all 
onr  traders ;  they  saw  now,  that  through  their  own  error  they 
were  come  back  to  the  very  point  from  which  they  set  out, 
and  that,  if  some  bold  and  eflectnal  remedy  was  not  imme- 
diately applied,  our  commerce  would  be  carried  on  by  for- 
e^ners  in  fore^  bottoms.  They  instantly  drew  up  a 
representation  of  this,  and  laid  it  before  the  king  and  his 
oouneil;  upon  which  a  proclamation  was  issued,  forbidding 
any  English  subject  to  export  or  import  goods  in  any  but 
£mdish  bottoms. 

When  once  people  have  entered  into  a  course  of  industry, 
the  benefits  accruing  from  it  will  generally  keep  them  in  that 
road,  and  even  the  difficulties  they  meet  with  turn  to  their 
advantage.  Thus,  after  the  English  merchants  had  built  a 
few  large  ships  in  their  own  ports,  and  furnished  them 
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with  artillery  an«l  ntlii  r  ncK?essarie?,  fbev  found  thcin<elres 
in  a  con  lifion  to  launch  into  many  trades  tnat  were  un- 
thouLrbt  ot"  before;  and,  though  lor  fcome  time  they  suffered 
not  a  little  by  the  Algerines  and  other  pirates  of  Barbary^ 
yet  in  the  rnd  they  got  more  than  they  lo^^t  by  tl.r-Ko  acci- 
dents; for  it  [lilt  them  tipoTi  builrliTrj'  larL'tr  ships 
well  as  taking  more  rarn  in  pr<n  i  ling  and  manning  small 
ones;  which  had  such  an  effect  in  the  space  of  seven  yearsy 
that,  whereas  «bips  of  a  hundred  tons  had  been  bef«^re 
esteemed  very  large  vessels,  and  were  p*ener;illy  built  and 
brought  from  lievnntl  the  seas,  now  there  wei  u  inaoy  mer- 
chantmen of  three,  four,  and  five  hundred  tons  beionging"  to 
several  ports,  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  vessels,  each  of 
above  two  bnnflred  tons  burden,  belonging  to  Newcastle 
alone,  all  built  at  home,  and  better  built  than  elsewhere; 
and,  before  the  death  of  king  James,  our  trade  was  so  far 
increased,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Sir  William  Monson,  we 
w  ere  little,  if  at  all  inferior  in  our  mercaDtile  marine^  to  the 
Dutch. 

In  respect  to  the  encouragement  given  by  the  crown  for 
promoting  commerce  and  plantations  in  the  East  Indies  and 
America,  they  were  as  great  under  this  reien  as  under  any 
succeeding  one.  Several  voyages  were  made  on  account  cSf 
the  £ast  India  Comp«iny,  and  the  king  did  not  spare  sanding 
an  ambassador  into  those  parts  for  their  service.  Virginia 
and  New  England  were  in  a  great  measure  planted,  Barba- 
does  possessed  and  settled,  and  Bermudas  discovered  in  Ids 
time.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  attempts  made  for  fixing 
colonies  in  Newfoundland,  and  Acadia,  or  New  Scotiaody 
deserve  any  commendation,  becau<te,  as  they  were  managed 
at  that  time,  they  oould  turn  to  little  account  $  yet  it  nraat 
be  allowed,  that  the  government  meant  well  by  the  enconr* 
agement  given  to  these  undertakings,  which  went  so  far  as 
directing  proposals  for  settling  Newfoundland  to  be  read  m 
churches,  that  all  who  bad  any  mind  to  be  concerned  in  such 
attempts  might  have  due  notice.  Some  benefits  certainly 
accrued  even  from  these  projects;  they  occasioned  building 
a  great  many  good  ships,  increased  the  Newfoundland 
fishery,  added  to  the  number  of  our  sailors,  and  kept  alive 
that  spirit  of  discovery,  which  is  essential  to  a  beneficial 
commerce,  since,  whenever  a  nation  comes  to  think  it  has 
trade  enough,  their  trade  will  quickly  decline.  Besides,  it 
engaged  abundance  of  knowing  and  experienced  persons  to 
write  upon  all  branches  of  traffic;  and  their  books,  which 
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jet  rmaiD,  safficiently  prove,  that  there  were  numhers  lu 
tboae  days,  who  thoroughly  understood  all  the  arts  necessary 
to  promote  manufactures,  navigation,  and  useful  commerce. 
Am  to  the  navv,  which  was  more  particularly  the  care  of 
erown,  we  find  that  it  frequently  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  king  himself,  as  well  as  of^  his  ministers.  When 
JttOMi  eame  to  the  throne  in  1602,  the  roysd  navy  consisted 
q€  Ibrty^two  ahipe  enrrying  eight  hnodied  and  four  gnot, 
whioh  Miips,  when  equipped  for  sea,  carried  eight  tbovsand 
three  bmidred  and  serentj^nx  men.   But  at  the  death  of 
thai  monarch  H  oonnfted  of  nxbr-two  sail,  and  at  that  period 
monrf  annoally  eipended  for  the  nse  of  the  mvj  was 
JtMJMO.    In  most  of  onr  naral  histories  we  bare  a  ust  of 


_  si^ips  added  to  the  royal  naTv  of  Eneland  by  this  prince, 
which  tist,  as  taken  from  Sir  William  Monson  is  giren  in 
the  note.* 

That  this,  howerer,  is  defeetire,  we  may  ooncinde  ftom 
hanoe^  that  there  is  no  mention  therein  of  tne  greatest  slup 
htdH  in  the  king's  reign,  and  boih,  too,  by  bis  express 
direction,  of  which  we  hare  so  exact,  and  at  the  same  time 


ao  antbestie  an  aoooont,  that  it  maj  not  be  amiss  to  tran- 
senoe  it. 

This  Tear,  mo,  the  kmg  bnilt  a  most  goodly  ship  for 
war,  the  keel  whereof  was  one  bondred  aiMl  fourteen  feet 
low,  and  the  cross-beam  was  f<nrty*fonr  feet  in  len^;  she 
wifl  carry  sizty-fonr  pieces  of  great  ordnance,and  is  of  the 
bordeo  of  fourteen  hundred  tons.  Tins  rc^  ship  is  double- 
built,  and  is  most  sumptuously  adorned,  within  and  without, 
with  all  manner  of  curious  carving,  punting,  and  rich  gild- 
mg,  beisg  in  all  respecta  the  greatest  and  goodliest  ship  that 
ever  was  boih  in  England;  uid  this  glorious  sbip  tlie  king 
gavetmto  bis  son  Henry  prince  of  Wales.  The  24th  of 
September,  the  king,  thie  qoeen,  the  prince  of  Wales,  the 
dnice  of  York,  and  the  lady  Elisabeth,  with  manr  great 
lords,  went  unto  Woolwich  to  see  it  launched ;  l)ut,  beoMsse 
of  the  narrowness  of  the  dodc,  it  could  not  then  be  launched ; 
whereupon  the  prince  came  the  next  morning  by  three 
o'dkMdk,  and  then,  at  thehumdiing  thereof,  the  prince  named 
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it  after  his  own  dignity,  and  callo<I  it  'The  Prince.'  The 
great  woi  kinaster  in  buUdiug  this  ship  was  Mr  Phineas  Pet, 
gentleman,  some  time  master  of  arts  of  Emanuel  College 
in  Camhridge." 

In  the  same  author  we  have  an  account  of  the  king's  goincr 
on  board  the  great  East  India  ship  of  1200  tons,  wnich 
built  here,  and  seems  to  have  been  the  first  of  that  size 
launched  in  tiiis  kintrdom.  The  king  called  it  "  The  Trade's 
Increase,**  and  a  pinnace  of  250  tons,  which  was  built  at 
the  same  time,  he  called  "  The  l  V[>per-Com.*'  This  shows 
tliat  he  vvaa  afavtjurerof  na\  iL^'ltion ;  and,  thouirh  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say  exactly  what  adJiiions  he  made  to  ilie  Ent^Iish 
fleet, yet,  from  some  authentic  eah  ulation&,it  may  In;  atiirm«^l, 
that  queen  I'^lizal^eth's  ships  ot  war,  at  the  time  of  her  I  vaib, 
might  contain  somewhat  more  than  1G,000  tons,  and  :li:it, 
in  the  days  of  kinor  James,  they  amounted  to  upwards  of 
20,000  tons.  The  king  also  srran ted  a  commissi  ;n  <  >t  inquirr 
for  reforming  the  abuses  in  the  navy,  the  pruceeJiugs  upon 
which  are  still  preserved  in  the  Cotton  library.  Jle  was 
liberal  likewise  to  seamen,  and  naturally  inciined  to  '3.)  tliern 
honour:  but,  as  in  other  things,  so  in  this,  he  was  too  much 
g')\onio(l  by  his  favourites.  Buckingham  manae"*^  1  the 
admiralty  very  indifTerently,  and,  before  his  time,  Guioiom.ir 
had  persuaded  kia^  James  again >t  roaHjn,  law,  the  inclina- 
tions of  his  people,  nay,  against  his  own  sense  ot  things,  :o 
take  olV  the  head  of  the  greatest  man  who  flourished  in  his 
reign,  and  of  whom  I  am  no w  particularly  to  speak,  aameljf 
Kaiei^h. 

SIR  WALTER  RALEIG II.—As  the  fame  of  this 
gentleman\s  actions  was  sufficient  toestabhsh  and  give  lustrf 
to  any  family,  so  his  descent  was  honourable  enoui?h  to 
evLMiipt  him  froui  envy,  even  in  the  high  pu.sts  which  he 
obtained  by  his  merit.  There  were  several  families  of 
the  name  of  RaIeiL,^h  in  the  west,  and  tin  ee  part  ion  1  any, 
which  were  seated  in  several  parts  of  the  f  -niitry,  and  bore 
different  arms.  That,  from  which  this  gentleman  sprungi 
is  traced  to  the  reign  of  king  John,  as  the  Kaleighs  in 
general  are  beyond  the  conquest.  His  father  was  Walter 
Raleigh,  of  Fardel  in  the  county  of  Devon.  This  gentleman 
had  tnree  wives,  and  children  by  them  all.  The  last  was 
Catharine,  the  dauglUer  of  Sir  l^liilip  Ohaniju  rn(Mi  of  Mod- 
bury,  and  relict  of  Otho  Gilbert  of  Oomptonin  Devonshire, 
£sq» ;  by  this  lady  Mr  Raloigb  had  two  sods,  Carew,  wba 
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VIS  ailerwirds  knighted,  and  Walt«r»  of  wlMNn  wip  ak  trait 
mm,  9m  also  a  danglitar,  Margmret,  wbo  was  twice  married. 
Ttm  it  afNMars  that  this  gentleman  waa  brother  bj  Ae 
Mther'a  ^  to  thoM  famoae  knighti,  8ir  John,  Sir  Hitm. 
fkm,  aad  Sir  Adrian  Gilbert. 

Ho  waa  bom  in  the  year  1652,  at  a  farm  eaUed  Hajet, 
mated  io  that  part  of  DeTooshire  wbidi  bordere  on  the  tea, 
and  after  kying  the  foondationt  of  fiteratore  in  hie  own 
eouutry,  wae  eent  to  Oxford  while  a  Tenr  joang  mao ;  since, 
Moerdiny  to  the  beet  anthoritj,  he  wae  there  in  15$8,  and 
men  dietingniihed  Inmaelf  bj  a  profieiency  in  learning  ftr 
beyond  hiaage.  When  he  came  to,  and  how  long  he  had  then 
etMin  Oriel  College  is  not  Tery  clear;  neither  it  it  weU  made 
ent  that  be  wae  afterwards  of  the  Middla-Temple.  Thie 
we  maj  consider  as  snre^  that,  about  1569,  he,  in  company 
with  many  young  gentlemen  of  good  famflies  and  mutial 
dispothifMis^  went  orer  into  France,  as  well  to  inttmct  them- 
ttlves  In  the  art  of  war,  at  to  attist  the  nrotestants  in  that 
tio^dom,  then  grlerotisly  oppretsed.    He  serred  there  a 
considerable  time,  and  acqnired  both  tlull  and  repntation. 
The  former  is  evident  fVom  many  judicious  observatioos  on 
those  wars  which  we  meet  with  tcattered  through  hit  workt ; 
end  the  latter  It  attetted  by  contemporary  and  credible 
aothora.   Although  the  Frandi  writers,  as  well  as  onr  own, 
Itare  ns  in  the  dark  as  to  hit  particolar  tenicet  in  France, 
er  the  time  of  his  continuance  there,  yet  it  appeart  from  a 
eompariton  of  facts  and  dates,  that  he  was  tomewhat  more 
thau  five  years  thns  employed.    By  what  meant  he  etcaped 
the  horrible  massacre  of  Paris  and  the  provinces,  on  the 
evening  uf  8t.  Bartholomew,  in  1572,  we  are  kfi  in  uncrr* 
tsinty.  Ue  probably  found  refuge  in  the  ambattador^s  honse 
in  company  with  Lord  Wharton,  Philip  Sidn^  and  others. 
He  returned  to  £ngland  about  the  year  1575. 

Hating  still  an  earnest  desire  to  Improre  his  military  sUU, 
and  an  eager  thirtt  for  glory,  he  went  to  the  Netherlands, 
where  be  served  some  time  against  the  Spaniards.  France 
and  the  Netherlands  were  in  those  davs  the  schools  of  Mars| 
to  whiidi  all  were  obliged  to  resort  who  addicted  tb«i>.elv« 
(0  the  sword,  and  were  willing  to  find  a  way  to  reputation, 
bv  expoeing  their  persont  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
AQt  whereas  numbers  were  ruined  by  this  conne,  snfferiog 
their  minds  to  be  corrupted  by  the  licente  of  camps,  tan 
their  behaviour  to  he  infected  with  that  fierce  and  bmtterotis 
hmmr,  which  tome  take  foratddier^like  freedom;  Baleight 
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cm  tfae  contxiry^  made  the  true  use  of  his  service  in  i 
ooantry,  increased  his  Btock  of  kiiowlM^e  is  «11  lands,  i 
proved  his  skill  M  a  soldier  by  experieno^  and  ao  oompktdy 
polished  his  manner  of  address,  that  at  his  return  £e  mm 
considered  one  of  the  best  bred  and  most  aocompliBlied 
gentlemen  in  England,  at  a  period  when  tlis  was  no  nngnlar 
character. 

On  Raleigh's  coming  back  to  his  native  soQ,  io  1578, 
he  found  his  half-brother  Sir  Hnmphrey  CKlbert  engaged 
in  a  desien  of  making  disooveries  m  North  America,  te 
which  he  had  obtained  a  patent ;  and  for  the  fbrthenmce  cf 
which  he  had  procured  the  assistance  of  many  fncnds. 
Baleigh  was  much  taken  with  the  design,  and  embarised  in 
it  cordiallj.    When  it  came  to  be  executed,  many  who  Imd 
been  concerned  drew  bade ;  Raleigh,  however,  not  onlv  oon- 
tinued  firm  to  his  engagements,  bvt  resolved  to  aooompaoT 
his  bretber  in  person .  This,  after  all,  proved  an  unibrtnnale 
undertaking,  and  would  have  frightened  a  man  of  lesa  veedn- 
tion  than  Haleigh  from  venturing  to  sea  again;  fortbc^not 
only  missed  the  great  discoveries  they  thought  to  have  made» 
bnt  were  attacked  by  the  Spaaiards  in  thehr  retam$  and  thwa^ 
they  made  a  very  gallant  defence,  had  ne  reason  to  boast  ef 
success,  losinff  one  of  the  best  ships  in  thcor  small  fleet 
From  this  nnlncky  adventnre^  Baldgh  arrived  safe  hi  £ng> 
land,  in  the  year  1579,  and  had,  soon  after,  thoughts  cf 
serving  his  queen  and  country  in  Ireland,  where  Pope 
Gregory  VIII.  and  the  Spaniards  had  sent  men  and  money 
to  assist  such  as  would  take  arms  against  their  sovereign 
and  the  English. 

It  is  not  very  clear  at  what  time  our  hero  crossed  the  ens; 
but  it  appears  from  indubitable  authority,  that  In  1580,  be 
had  a  captain's  commission  under  the  president  of  Munster. 
The  next  year,  Captain  Raleigh  served  under  the  Earl  of 
Ormunde,  then  governor  of  Ulster,  a  person  conspicuous 
by  his  iUustrious  birth,  but  still  more  so  by  his  virtues 
and  steady  adherence  to  his  duty.  The  Spanish  succours, 
under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  their  own,  assisted  bv  a 
choice  hody  of  their  Irish  confederates,  had  raised  and  for- 
tified  a  castle  which  they  called  Del  Ore,  and  which  ihej 
intended  should  serve  them  for  a  place  of  retreat  whenever 
they  found  themselves  distressed,  and  prove  also  a  kt  v  to 
admit  fresh  succours  from  ahroad,  which  thev  dailv  ex- 
pected,  and  for  which  il  was  well  situated,  as  stancling*  u[>on 
the  bay  of  Smerwick,  or  St.  Mary  Wick,  in  the  county  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


SIA  WALTU  AALEIGB 


139 


Kerrv.  The  then  deputy  of  Trelanfl,  Lord  Grey,  was  a 
per?r,n  of  crreat  courage  and  indefatigable  industry,  but  of  a 
revert'  tenij»er  and  prejudiced  against  the  Irish,  and  who  re- 
fuel vf-.l  at  all  hazard-  to  dispossess  them  of  this  fort;  which 
he  aeeordini^ly  bet-ieged  with  his  small  armv  for  some  time. 
In  This  dani^erous  enterprise  Uaptain  Ralriuh  h;ul  his  share, 
coDiiaaivfu  1^  often  in  the  trenches,  and  contriljutiriL^  fj;^reatly 
to  the  rtniuction  of  the  place,  which  was  at  last  farced  to 
surrender  at  discretion,  and  the  lord-deputy  directed  the 
greatest  part  of  the  garrison  to  be  put  to  t)je  sword.  This 
waiS  accordingly  executed,  thout^h  with  great  re^^rct,  by  the 
Captains  Raleigh  .in d  Nfaol<woi  t]i.  Manv  other  services  he 
f»erformed  in  Ireian  1,  and  these  recommemlc  ^1  liim  to  the 
DotiL-e  of  the  government,  who,  in  1581,  honoured  him  with 
a  j«"'irit  commission  to  be  governor  of  Munster.  In  this 
charaoN  r  continued  to  do  the  state  main-  services,  which 
^  ere  rewarded  by  the  grant  of  an  estate  in  the  county  which 
he  had  subdued. 

Yot  all  his  care,  and  all  his  services,  did  not  hinder 
his  having  enemies,  and  anionu'^st  them  the  lord-deputy 
Orey  •  that  he  seems  to  have  heen  recalled  in  tlie  latter 
end  of  the  same  year  to  IhiL^land,  where  he  was  quickly 
introduced  to  the  que*  n  s  notice,  and  by  his  own  merits 
attained  a  large  share  m  her  favour;  and  as  he  was  forward 
to  distinguish  himself  in  all  public  services  of  reputation,  so 
on  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Arj  jmi  into  the  Netherlands,  he 
waa  one  of  those  who  accompanied  him  out  of  England,  by 
the  express  command  of  queen  Elizabeth;  and  on  his  com- 
ing" to  England  in  1582,  he  brought  over  the  prince  of 
Orange's  letters  to  the  queen.  Some  months  after  this  ho 
resided  at  court,  and  was  honoured  with  the  favour  and 
protection  of  contending  statesmen,  who  were  proud  of 
•ixiwing  the  true  judgment  they  made  of  merit,  by  becom- 
ing patrons  to  Raleigh.  In  1583,  he  was  concerned  in  his 
brother  Gilhert^s  second  attempt,  and  though  he  went  not 
in  persoo,  yet  he  built  a  new  ship,  called  the  Ixtrk  Raleigh^ 
and  famished  it  completely  for  the  voyage ;  the  unsuccess- 
fal  end  of  which  it  seemed  to  predict,  by  its  untimely  return 
in  less  than  a  week  to  Plvmouth,  through  a  contagious  dis- 
ten^ier  which  seized  on  the  ship*s  crew.  Yet  did  not  either 
titts  ai»2ident,  nor  the  unfortunate  loss  of  his  brother  Sir 
Humphrey,  drive  from  Raleigh*s  thoughts  a  scheme  so  bene- 
ficial to  bis  country,  as  these  northern  discoveries  seemed  to 
be.   He  therefore  digested  into  writiog  an  aeeount  of  the 
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advantaffw  which  he  sapposed  miffht  attend  the  prt-^ntioix. 
oi  such  J.  Jesii:^  ;  and  havinir  laid  hin  paper  before  the  et)an— 
cil,  obtaiiidi  her  Maiesty's  leitem  pateut  ia  favour  rt  bis 
project,  dated  the  2oih  of  ^^arcil,  1364.  Bj  thi>  ^ex-i^-naLia 
iiirerposition,  he  kept  alive  that  generous  spirit  af  i^^cius]^ 
out,  and  nlantiniT  ii-^Lant  countries^  which  has  beeti 
Hi: ice  of  lahuice  aervice  tti  ih&  irade  aod  oavigauaa  u*!  Kf^-> 
hind. 

It  was  not  lontr  before  Raleig'h  carrieii  hLs  patent  inta 
exc^^^tition ;  fot-  ^avinir  made  choice  of  two  ef)mraanders^ 
C  ptain  Philip  Amatias,  ami  L'aptai^i  Arthur  liarivm',  he 
fii.etl  out  their  vessels  with  such  expeiiition,  thouj-h  entire!^ 
at  hia  own  expense,  tha.;  t.ic  -.^i  Aj.ru  roUuw  in"^,  ih^T 
•e:  sail  from  the  west  of  Enirlantl  for  the  eoa?t  of  ^onh 
America,  where  they  5»afely  arrived  in  the  bt.^.^i..£iir  of  thsa 
Fxionth  of  July,  and  took  possessioa  of  that  tine  ojur.-trr 
t\  hich  hast  been  since  30  famous  by  the  name  of  Vipgi:..^ 
bestowed  on  it  by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  not  giTeo,  a»  l»  |^eae* 
rally  samused,  by-  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

About  this  time,  he  was  chosen  knight  of  the  shire  for  the 
oanty  of  Devon,  in  company  with  Sir  Wiffiam  Courtenar, 
and  making  a  considen^it  igwte  in  parliament,  be,  upon 
some  occasion,  entering  the  royal  pre^nce,  in  his  capacitj 
as  a  member  of  the  Hooie  oi  Comknis,  rte^rvd  tiie  lioDoar 
n:  knighthood ;  we  fiad  him  ttfUd  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  for 
the  first  tiae  om  tbe  24th  of  F^rmrr,  1585.  In  the  sajne 
jmt  bt  ilted  o«t  a  Meosd  fail      Vir^nia,  in  which  he 

his  iiB|»  m  tbiir  ntani  taking  a 
flfwih  pro^  worth  ftftylhBMMi  pwnifc  Ho  wm  like- 
WM  cooecraad  m  Coptaim  DatIs**  utetihhig  fat  tho 
diieoverj  of  tho  nortib-wotl  pooMge ;  for  vhidi  re— on  m 
pr<»ontory  ia  Dftra*s  fitnili  was  ooQsd  Mottnl  Balsigh. 
In  respect  to  these  p«bfio>s|iiRl«d,  aad  vcrr  ezpsMre  pro- 
jeds,  the  qocea  Mde  him  eoao  prdhiUe  grants;  par. 
ticolarly  two,  tho  frsi  of  whia  liriensesj  and  ih&  other  of  a 
Lordship  to  Irebad,  otaisisling  of  iwo&TO  tfaottssnd  aoos^ 
which  he  pUntod  at  hb  own  ezponee,  and  vtanj  jean  after 
sold  to  the  carl  of  Cork.  Eooosraged  by  theso  tkrmm, 
he  fitted  oat  a  third  Ibet  Ibr  Virginia,  aad  two  faaria»  to 
cniise  on  the  Spantaidt  near  the  Aaora»  whieh  had  saeh 
saccess,  that  thej  wore  obliged  to  loaTO  manj  of  their  priioB 
behind  theou  On  hb  retom  io  Jolj,  1M6»  ha  htm^ght 
with  him  tho  Nieotiaiia,  or  Tohaooo^  of  fhb  noldDg  of 
wIMi  faewaapaseionately  food«  It  has  boen  said,  that  he 
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ir  formetJ  the  queen  that  he  could  tell  the  exact  weiirht  of  the 
fn]'-»ltr  which  would  be  produced  hy  anv  given  quantity  of 
totaceo.  Her  Majt^sty  ha<i  no  idea  of  bounding  the  smoke 
in  :i  b^-i  iT;ce,  suspected  the  truth  of  his  assertioii,  i^ud  hud 
hnc  a  V.  agi  r  hu  could  not  fulfil  his  words.  Ralei;jrh  weighed 
tL-  tobacco,  smoked  it  and  then  weighed  the  ashes.  J  tir 
queen  admitted  that  the  differeDceof  weights  had  gt>il6  of:  la 
unoke.  and  added,  **  manj  labourers  in  the  fire  turn  gold  into 
Hnoke  ;  you  have  turned  smoke  into  gold.*^  His  good  for- 
tone  abroad,  was  so  improved  bj  his  own  pmdent  behaviour 
at  home,  that  the  queen  now  made  him  seneschal  of  the 
inchies  of  Cornwall  and  Bs0ter,  aod  lonUwarden  of  th^t 
stannaries  in  Devondnre  and  Corowall. 

In  the  year  1587,  Sir  Walter  Rala^  fitted  out  a  fourth 
iett  for  V  irginia,  at  hit  own  expense;  and  in  1568  a  fif\h ; 
bat  neither  ned  anj  greet  innniiai^  nutnidiiUntog  all  im- 
agiaehle  oere  was  takon  ta  pronde  timi  tiioRmghl j  in  all 
TCneetSy  and  to  cn^lo J  none  in  thb  farriea  bvt  AM  of  ra 
Intioo  Mid  repotalion.    Thew  ^sappooteanl^  however, 
awed  only  to  ihow  the  eonitaMy  of  ovr  h«ro*t  tamper,  and 
the  fifuiueaa  wHh  whaeh  he  portned  whatever  app^red  to 
him  eondnctTO  to  the  pablio  jroody  how  ItttlefoeTer  it  tnrned 
to  hie  prirale  adrant^e.    With  joitice,  therefore^  wee  the 
wise  qneen  EKiabeth  uheral  to  nioh  e  man,  wbo,  wfaaterer 
he  f  ecfdved  from  htst  bonntj  with  one  handf  heitowod  it  ini- 
ttedMtfly  in  aeUgloriona  to  the  nation  with  the  other.  The 
fivtiie  Md  thus  reAmda  the  ion's  goldeo  beams,  in  a  bean 
tifol  and  oopioot  hanreit  of  golden  ears. 

When  the  nation  wae  alarmed  with  the  news  of  the  king 
of  8poin*e  ftmoos  armada,  Bir  WaHer  Balejgh  wae  one  of 
the  council  cfipointed  to  conoder  of  wi^  and  meane  Ibr  re- 
poking  thoee  mTadcre;  and  the  appUcetioo  of  hie  thoogfata 
to  thia  inqportant  question,  at  that  tame,  prodooed  eodi  a 
echeoM  Ibr  defence,  aa  m&j  be  of  the  greeteet  nee  to  diie 
ill  anil,  wiiiie  it  remaine  eoco.  He  did  iMit,howeTer,oootne 
hinieelf  to  giring  advice  sbntae  he  had  often  fitted  oot  ships 
Ibr  Ina  coontiy'e  hononr  and  hb  own«  so  he  now  Sd  the  hie 
far  ite  deftnce;  and*  not  eatisfted  eren  with  that,  he  espoeed 
niao  hie  pereon  amon^  the  many  noble  rolnnteere  who  went 
to  eea  npon  the  occaeion,  and  performed  sodi  signal  eervicee 
in  the  attack  and  deetmotion  of  that  formidable  fieet,  ae  re- 
eomnMnded  lum  farther  to  the  queen^e  fkTOor,  who  Graated 
him  eome  additioiial  advantam  in  hie  wine-ofilce»  inneh  he 
enjojed  throughoat  her  whole  reigtt»  and  wae  the  prinetpel 


source  of  that  wealth,  which  he  emplo^eii  to  much  to  hi& 
hoDoar  iu  all  public  services. 

About  this  tiuiu  lie  made  an  assignmoTit  of  all  his  ri^'"!?!, 
title,  and  interest,  in  the  colony  of  Virg^iiiia.,  tu  curuin  L'eu- 
tleniou  and  mercli.uifs  of  London,  in  hopes  that  they  imui  t: 
be  able  to  carry  un  a  .-tjtileuient  there  more  succcj^sfnllv  \i,^h 
he  had  done.  He  had  already  spent  upwards  of  forty  thou- 
sand f)ounds  in  his  several  nttenjpts  for  that  purp^  :  aid 
yet  it  d(»es  not  appear  lli.ii  ht  parted  with  his  properi  v,  eiiiier 
out  of  a  prui^pi'ct  uf  gain,  or  througli  an  unw  Li  imbues*  to 
run  any  further  hazard  ;  for,  instead  of  taking  a  considera- 
tion, lie  gave  them,  at  the  time  of  making  the  a^signme!  :^  a 
hundred  pounds  towards  their  first  expenses,  neither  di'l  he 
make  any  reserve,  except  the  fiftlis  uf  all  ^oh  \  aiid  silver  iiiiiies. 
All  his  view  was,  to  cnc^atre  such  a  number  of  joint  adven- 
turersy  as  by  their  cuncuning  interests  and  iuJusiry,  mieht 
strengthen  Lis  iutant  colom-,  and  unable  it  to  reach  the  end  | 
which  he  had  desitrned.  With  the  same  view  he  continued 
to  assist  the  company  with  his  advice  and  protection  whra- 
ever  they  desircMl  it  ;  and  the  diffiouiues  they  struetrlcd  with 
for  twenty  voars  after,  sufficiently  showed,  that  ii  was  not 
throug-h  any  fault  of  the  oritrinal  proprietor,  that  Virginia 
did  not  sooner  flourish,  an  J  that  his  wisdom  and  prudence 
were  no  less  to  be  arimired  in  this  disposal  of  his  concern 
therein,  than  his  courage  and  conduct  deserve«l  applaufe,  in 
first  tixing  upon  so  advantageous  a  spot,  which  has  since 
proved  itself  worthy  of  aU  the  care  and  expense  employed  in 
the  support  of  it. 

When  a  proposition  was  made  b^  Don  Antonio,  king  of 
Portugal,  to  queen  Elizabeth,  to  assist  him  in  the  rt^coverr 
of  his  dominions,  the  terms  he  otTered  appeared  so  reason- 
able, that  her  Majesty  was  content  to  bear  a  consiueraUe 
shai  o  in  that  inulertakincr,  and  to  encourage  her  public- 
spirited  subjects  to  furnish  the  rest.  Her  MnjfStv'i  quota 
connisted  of  six  men-of-war,  and  threescort^  thousand  [munds: 
to  which,  the  adventurers  added  a  luimlrt  1  and  twcutr  fsW 
of  ships,  and  l)et\veen  fourteen  and  fit  teen  thousand  men, 
soMieis  and  sailors.  In  the  fitting  out  of  this  t^eet,  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  was  deeply  concerned,  and  tooix  a  share 
himself  in  the  expedition.  The  next  year  he  marie  n  voyacv 
to  Ireland,  and  towards  the  latter  end  uf  it,  formed  a  grand 
design  of  attacking  the  Spaniard.^  in  the  Weat  iDdieSy  taking 
tbe  1' late- Fleet,  and  sacking  Panama. 

Tlua  eatorpriae,  like  that  of  Portugal,  waa  partljr  at  tbc 
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fMi't  dbftree,  and  pirtfy  at  thit  of  pritale  pMoiN^  Mmig 
^ikH  tfe  pnmml  wm  Sir  Wah«r  Bai^^ 
BBiUw;  the  fanner  tnteodiDg  to -go  in  ptnon  aa  ooai* 
mmim  m^^HM  of  tba  fleet,  whieh  ooiHiitad  of  two  of  the 
fwa  a  dttpa*  and  tlttrtaeo  enl  bente.   Maoj  aoeideata 
%peaed»  wfakh  detained  time  eUpi  oa  tlia  Eagliifa  aoiet 
ir tiialvo  wadn;  bat  atlaft  8ir  Waller  Baleigh  eeikdoa 
tike  Ml  of  May,  ISM.   The  rmj  neat  daj.  Sir  BfarliD 
fieliiiihai  Mlowcd,  and  ovflKook  lam  with  the  qoeen's  letter 
t»  laoall  hhn;  hat  h&,  tliialdBg  laa  honovr  too  deeply  ea- 
pgady  aootiimed  at  leat  tiDall  hepeaof  laoeiaij  aeeor^ng 
tathebtntottdadicheBMb  waeloet;  and  then  retimed,  leev* 
w  ^  comrand  of  the  fleet  to  8v  Martiii  Fvobieher  and 
fler  John  Bamongli*  with  ordm  to  mm  on  the  eoait  of 
flpen,  and  tiie  iwuide.   la  porsoaoee  of  tlieta  orden^  Sir 
Join  Bnrrangh  happily  nade  btmialf  maelw  of  the  Madra 
DioBy  one  of  the  greatest  ihipe  bdonging  to  the  oroWB  of 
Portogal,  wluidi  helnroiigfat  tafely  into  Dartmoitth. 

Tiiie  oarraoh  wee  in  burden  no  kee  than  nafeefli  haadrad 
^Bae^  wharaof  niae  hundred  were  merchaa^fae ;  ehe  cartled 
tltt^<4wo  pieoea  of  brM  ordaanoe^  and  between  eia  and 
9mm  hnndred  pMnengcra ;  wae  built  with  deeks»  laveo 
Atey^  one  maiu  orlops  tnrae  doee  deeks,  oue  Ibre-eastle,  and 
a  ipere  deck,  of  two  floors  a-pMoe.   She  was  in  lengtb* 
from  the  beak-head  to  the  stern,  ltl5  Ibet ;  in  breadthf  near 
47  feet ;  the  length  of  her  heel,  100- feat}  of  the  maia-mastt 
121  feet;  ita  drcoit  at  the  partners,  near  11  ISset;  and  her 
min  yard,  106  feet.   As  to  her  lading,  aooordtng  to  the 
Mtalogne  taken  at  Leadenhaiiy  the  princ^MU  wares  consisted 
of  iiaceey  dragiy  aUkiy  caliooe%  earpelB»  qailtay  doth  of  the 
tiadof  trees,  ivofy^  poreelain,  or  ehnia^^ware^  eboay ;  beeidei 
pearl,  mn?\i,  civet^  eod  ambergris,  with  many  Other  cotnrno* 
dities  of  inferior  Talue.    It  freighted  ten  of  our  ships  for 
lioadon,  and  was,  by  moderate  computattOD*  valued  at  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling.    When  thte 
vessel  was  first  taken,  both  Sir  Walter  Uaieigh  and  Sir 
^efaa  Hawkins  judged  it  to  be  worUi  foor  timee  that  Rum ; 
and  fuj,  in  all  probability,  she  was:  but  in  spite  of  all  the 
caie  Sir  John  Burrougn  could  take^  the  seamen  embeaaled 
a  Tast  quantity  of  TalwUile  effeett;  neither  were  the  pro* 
Priilora  in  a  mnch  better  aitaalaon  when  ehe  wee  breaaht 
beaie.    Sir  William  Monaon,  tells  us  the  reason,  and  I 
choose  to  give  it  in  hb  own  words.   **  The  qneen*e  adven- 
ttt^*"  eeya  fae^  ^  in  this  reyage^  wae*only  two  ehipe»  oneof 
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wUehi  and  the  least  of  them  too^  was  at  the  taking  the  car- 
rack;  which  title,  joined  to  her  royal  authority,  she  m&de 
such  use  of,  that  the  rest  of  the  adventucers  were  forced  to 
submit  themselves  to  her  pleasure,  with  whom  §he  dealt  but 
indifferently/'  Thus  it  appears,  ihRt  the  queen,  and  not  Sir 
Walter,  was  most  benefitted  by  this  capture;  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  the  like  happened  upon  other  occasioDt, 
though  Sir  Walter  was  generally  left  to  bear  the  blame.  i 

Wnile  Sir  Walter  remained  at  horae,  his  ^reat  trenius  dii-  i 
playeditself  in  all  the  employments  worthy  of  a  citizen,  in  a  free  | 
state.    He  shone  in  the  senate  as  a  patriot,  ami  the  remains 
we  have  of  his  speeches,  leave  us  in  doubt  which  we  oult  t 
most  to  admire,  the  buauty  of  his  eloquence,  or  the  strengih 
of  his  understanding.    IL'  was,  ht-iides,  the  patron  and  pro- 
tector of  learned  men,  the  great  encourager  of  all  pablie. 
undertakings,  and  one  of  the  uuecn's  deelared  favourites  ai 
court.    It  was  here  that  Sir  VValter  llaleiudi  found  himself 
at  a  loss.    In  spite  of  all  his  wisdom  and  prudence,  he  be- 
came enamoured  with  a  beautiful  young  lady,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton,  one  of  the  *jneen*s 
maiosof  honour;  and  the  consequences  of  tins  amour  prove^i 
such  lis  could  not  be  concealed.    The  queen,  t!i  oin^rh  she  had 
passed  by  errors  of  a  like  nature  in  Leicester  and  Essex,  yit 
punished  this  mistake  of  Raleigh  very  severely  ;  but  wbether 
led  thereto  by  the  insinuations  of  his  enemies,  or  from  a 
Dution,  that  the  greater  a  man's  abilities,  the  le^  his  offences 
deserved  pardon,  I  pretend  not  to  determine.    However,  the 
queen's  frow  ns  wrought,  in  this  respect,  a  proper  refornia- 
tion,  and  he  made  all  the  reparation  in  his  power,  by  marry- 
ing the  object  of  his  affection. 

Sir  Walter  meditated  in  his  retirement  a  greater  design 
than  hitherto  he  had  undertaken  while  in  the  queen's  favour, 
and  tliat  was  the  discovery  of  the  rich  and  spacious  empire 
of  Guiana.  From  the  time  he  first  entertained  thi>  nutiuo, 
he  made  it  his  business  to  collect  whatever  intonnation  might 
be  had  relating  to  the  place,  and  the  means  nt  enterin*?  it. 
When  he  thought  himself  as  much  master  of  tiie  subjwt  as 
hooks  could  make  him,  he  drew  up  instructions  for  Captmn 
Whiddon,  an  old  experienced  officer,  whom  he  sent  to  take  a 
view  of  the  coast,  and  who  returned  w  ith  a  fair  n  port  <if  the 
riches  of  the  country,  the  possibility  of  discovering  and  sub- 
duing it,  and  the  treachery  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards 
settled  in  its  neigldiourhood.  This  fixed  Sir  Walti  r  m  his 
refolution;  and^  thereiore^  having  provided  a  squadroo  of 
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tUp»  at  Us  own  expense,  and  those  of  his  noble  friends  the 
Lora  fi%h- Admiral  Howa^  and  Sir  Robert  Cecily  he  pre* 
pared  for  this  adTentnre. 

On  the  sixth  of  February,  1595,  he  sailed  from  Plymouth, 
and  wrrired  at  the  isle  of  Trinidado  on  the  twenty-second  of 
Mmrch,  He  there  easily  made  himself  master  of  St.  Joseph*s, 
a  small  city,  and  took  the  Spanish  governor,  Antonio  Boreo, 
prisoner,  who  gave  him  a  full  and  exact  description  of  the 
neighbouring  continent,  and  the  trade  in  those  parts,  un- 
known before  to  the  English.  On  this  information  he  left 
the  ship  at  Trinidado,  and,  with  a  hundred  men,  in  several 
little  barks,  proceeded  up  the  river  Oronoque,  400  miles,  in 
search  oi  Uuiana.  Carrapana,  one  of  the  petty  kings  of 
the  cuui.try,  and  several  others  of  them,  resigned  their 
sovereii^nties  into  his  hand  for  the  queen's  use.  But  tlie 
wt-ather  was  so  hot,  and  the  rains  .^o  violent,  tliat  he  was 
forced  to  retire,  being  in  as  much  danger  of  being  borne 
down  bv  the  rapid  torrents  uf  ^\  ater,  as  crushed  by  the  power 
of  his  enemi^.  The  inhabitants  of  Cumana  refusmg  to 
bring  in  the  contribution  he  assiu-ned  them  to  pay  to  save 
the  town,  he  fired  it,  as  also  St.  Mary's  and  llio  de  la 
Uacha ;  w  hich  done,  he  returiied  huiue  w  ith  glory  and 
richer. 

Whcitever  might  be  pretended  by  the  deep  and  cunning 
statesmen  of  that  age,  as  that  many  things  falmk  us  or  un- 
certain were  related  in  Sir  Walter's  account,  an  l  that  it  \>  as 
hazarditig  too  niuch  to  send  a  iarire  fleet,  well  manned,  into 
?o  .•^ich.lv  a  climate;  whatever  of  ilna  kind  was  pretended,  yet 
eovv  was  certainly  the  true  cause  why  his  proposals  were 
po-^tp^^ned  at  first,  and  afterwards,  notwithstanding  all  his 
pressintr  «Alicitations,  absolutely  rejected.  Sir  Walter,  liow- 
e\  er,  to  Av<w  his  own  entire  confidence  in  this  scheme,  and, 
perh?ip«,  ^^ith  a  view  to  make  things  so  plain,  that  even  his 
detrattoiv-  ^liould  have  notliinu;  to  object,  fitted  out  tw  o  Fhips 
at  his  own  expense,  the  Deiight  and  the  Discoverer,  ai  d 
sent  thern  under  Captain  Kemeys,  who  had  5?erved  in  the 
former  enterju  ise  to  Guiana,  as  well  to  make  fjirther  in- 
quiries, as  in  some  meastire  to  keep  his  word  with  the  Tn- 
dlani?,  to  whom  he  had  pr<)niis;ed,  in  the  name  of  the  qneen 
his  mi-tres*,  such  assi-^tance  as  might  enable  them  to  drive 
awav  \  he  Spaniards,  \vho  were  continually  attempting  raliier 
to  extirpate  tlian  subdue  them.  This  voyage  Kidneys  suc- 
cessfully performed,  and,  at  his  return,  pultlisljed  huch  an 
acocoot  of  his  expedition  at  might  have  converted,  to  Sir 
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Walter  Bilmgh*i  opioioo  of  GoUna,  all  whom  iiiThiciblo 
igoormnoey  or  over-weening  prejudice^  had  not  deatined  to 
remain  infidela. 

The  next  important  expedition  in  which  we  find  Sir 
Walter  engaged,  waa  that  famona  one  to  Gaduu  whereiii  the 
Earl  of  Esaex  and  the  Lord  H^-Admiral  Howard  were 
joint  commanders,  and  Sir  Walter  Bal«gh,  with  other  per* 
aona  of  great  military  aktll  and  prudence,  appointed  of  tiieir 
cooncU.  The  fleet  tailed  in  the  heslnning  of  Jane  15&6, 
and  on  the  20th  of  the  aame  montn  thejr  arrived  before 
Cadis.  The  Lord  Admiral*8  opinion  waa,  to  nttadc  and 
take  the  town  first,  that  the  Englbh  fleet  might  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  ofthe  ships  in  theport,and  that  of  the  dtj  mud 
forts  adjacent,  at  the  same  time.  The  council  of  war,  whidi 
he  called  npon  this  occasion,  concurred  with  him  In  o|»nk>s, 
and  so  a  resolution  was  taken  instantly  to  attack  the  town. 

It  so  hqinened,  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  not  at  this 
couninl,  and  the  Earl  of  Essex  was  actually  putting  his  men 
into  hoats  before  Raleigh  was  acquainted  with  the  design.  As 
soon  as  he  knew  it,  he  went  to  the  Earl,  and  protested  ag-^iost 
it,  offering  such  weighty  reasons  for  their  falling  first  on  the 
galleons,  and  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  that  the  Earl  was 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  doing  it,  and  desired  Sir  Walter 
to  dissuade  the  Lord  Admiral  from  landing.  Sir  Washer 
undertook  it,  and  prevailed  with  him  to  consent  that  the 
fleet  should  first  enter  the  port,  and  fall  on  the  Spanish 
galleons  and  galleys.  When  he  returntd  to  the  Eai  l  of 
Essex  with  the  news,  crying  out  aloud  in  his  long-boat 
EntramoSf  the  Earl  iluni;  his  hat  into  the  sea  for  joy,  and 
prepared  to  weigh  anchur.  Sir  Walter  gave  the  Ijord 
Admiral  a  plan  of  the  manner  in  which  he  thought  it  best 
to  begin  tliti  tight.  Two  great  fly-boat.s  wore  to  board  a 
giilieon,  after  they  had  been  sufficiently  battered  bv  the 
queen's  sbipg  of  war;  which  being  agreed  on,  and  both  the 
generals  persuaded  to  lead  the  main  body  of  the  fleet, 
Ualfigh  in  the  Warspight  had  the  command  of  the  van, 
which  was  to  enter  the  harbour,  and  consisted  r»f  tlie  Marr 
Hose  commanded  by  Sir  George  Carew,  the  Lyon  by  Sir 
Robert  Southwell,  the  Rainbow  by  Sir  Francis  Vere,  the 
Swiftsure  by  Captain  Cross,  the  Dreadnouafht  by  Sir  Con- 
vers  Cliirord,  and  the  Nonpareil  by  Mr  Dudley.  These 
were  fnll<)\\  t<i  by  the  li> -boats  and  London  hired  ships,  the 
Lord  1  homas  Howard  leavinor  his  own  ship,  the  Mere 
lloneur,  to  go  on  board  the  JSonpareii. 
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On  the  tweftty-»econd  of  JaiMy  Sir  Walter  weighed  iodbor 
mt  hrmk  of  day,  and  bore  in  towards  the  Spanish  fleet,  which 
hftdtbaediiPOiedite^toreiMttheftttftciL  Beventeeo  gallevt 
wen  ranged  under  the  walls  of  the  ciij,  that  thej  might  the 
iMtter  fliAk  the  Biighah  ships  at  thej  entered,  and  hinder 
them  from  passing  forward  to  thegaUeons.  TbeartiUery  from 
Fort-Phiiip  played  on  the  fleet,  aa  ^d  the  cannon  from  the 
eortain  of  the  town,  and  some  culvcrins  scoured  the  channel. 
Whnithe  SDaDiUiAdaural,the8l.Phiiip,Mroeivedthe£ng. 
Bsh  approaching  under  sail,  she  abo  set  sail,  and  with  her  the 
St.  Matthew,  the  St.  Thomas,  the  St.  Andrew, the  two  greaT 
nlleasses  of  Lisbon,  three  Irigalee,  cooYoy  to  tlMur  rale- 
fleet  from  the  Uavannah,  two  argo^ie?,  ▼err  strong  in  ar- 
tiUerr,  the  Admiral,  Vice*  Admiral,  and  Rear- Admiral  of  New 
Snain,  with  fortv  other  great  ships  bound  for  Mexico  and 
(»ther  plaeaa.    Of  these  the  St.  Philip,  the  St .  Matthew,  the 
St,  Andrew,  and  the  St.  Thomas,  four  capital  ships,  came 
mgm  to  anchor  under  the  fort  of  Puntal,  in  the  strait  of  the 
hirbour  whidi  leads  to  Puerto-Real.    On  the  starboard- 
side  they  placed  the  three  frigates,  behind  them  the  two 
galleasses  of  Lisbon.    The  argosies,  and  the  seventeen 
gailers,  they  posted  to  play  on  the  Kn^lish  as  they  entered 
the  harbour;  and  behind  these  the  Admiral,  Viee-Admiral, 
and  Rear- Admiral  of  New  Spain,  with  the  body  of  the  fleet, 
hoping  by  this  f^reat  strength  to  defend  tlie  entrance;  their 
line  reaching  like  a  bridge  over  the  strait  from  point  to 
point,  guarded  bv  the  fort  of  Puntal.    Sir  Walter,  in  the 
▼an  of  tbp  Kiij-ij^h,  \va<  s^aluted  by  Fort-Philip,  by  the 
cannon  on  the  curtain,  and  by  the  galleys.   Raleigh  scorned 
their  fire,  and  answeretl  with  a  tiouri>h  of  trumpets,  without 
discharging  a  gun.    The  *-hip<  that  followed  him  beat  so 
thick  on  the  galleys,  that  they  presently  betook  them  to 
their  oars,  and  got  up  to  join  the  galleons  in  the  straits. 
Sir  Walter  gave  them  several  broad-idr-*  a-  they  dr«)ve  by 
him,  and  bore  down  on  the  St.  Philip  and  St.  Andrew,  as 
mure  worthv  of  his  fire.    Lord  Thomas  Howard  came  to 
an  anchor  bv  him;  .Sir  Robert  Southwell  iu  the  l^ion  did 
the  same  on  the  one  side,  and  tlit   1  headnuugbt  an<l  the 
Marv  Rose  on  the  other;  the  Kair.l-<\s  lav  on  the  Puntal 
fcide;  and  thus  thev  cannonaded  for  three  hours.  Ahoiit 
ten  o'cltxk  the  Earl  of  Essex,  vexed  to  hear  the         of  the 
puos,  while  he  himself  was  out  of  action,  made  through  the 
fleet,  beaded  the  ^hipsoo  the  larboard-side  of  the  WarspiL'ht, 
and  anchored  aa  near  Sir  Walt^  aa  possible.   Alter  they 
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had  played  long  on  iht  capital  tlups,  Sir  Walter  w€Dt  id  Ub 
skiff  to  the  Admirali  desiring  that  the  fly-boats  whkh  wero 
promiBfd  him  might  oome  up^  and  then  ho  would  board  the 
enem  J ;  if  not,  he  would  board  them  with  the  qiieen*s  ship, 
it  being  the  same  to  him  whether  he  ttmk  orbnmt,  and  one 
of  them  would  oertaiDlir  be  his  fhte.  The  Earl  of  Eteex 
and  the  Lord  Thomas  Howard  had  assured  him  they  would 
second  him. 

After  a  long  and  desperate  fight,  Sir  Walter  despairing 
of  the  flj-boatii,  and  depending  on  Lord  Essex  and  Lora 
Thomas  Howard's  promises  to  assist  him»  prepared  to  board 
the  Spanish  admiral ;  which  the  latter  no  sooner  perceived, 
than  she,  and  the  other  capital  ships  following  her  example, 
ran  ashore.  The  Admiral  and  the  St.  Thomas  they  burned ; 
the  St.  Matthew  and  the  St.  Andrew  were  saved  by  the 
English  boats  before  they  took  fire.  A  remarkable  cireuiu- 
stance  in  this  affair  seems  to  be  the  disproportion  betwt^n 
the  English  and  Spanish  force.  This  great  blow  rendered 
the  taking  of  the  city,  which  followed  it,  the  more  easy, 
wliicli,  however,  was  performed  rather  by  dint  of  valour 
than  conduct,  and  with  such  an  impetuosity,  as  did  Kis 
honour  to  thu  ofticors  than  to  the  soldiers.  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  to  whom  undoubtedly  the  chief  honour  of  the  naval 
victory  was  due,  went  ashort ,  though  lit:  was  wonnde'U  to 
have  some  share  of  this;  but  when  he  saw  that  ail  thixigs 
were  in  curjfusi(»ii,  he     turned  on  board  the  fleet. 

The  next  morning  Sir  Walter  sent  to  the  Lord-AdminJ 
for  orders  tu  follow  the  Spani^li  Wi  st  India  fleet  outward- 
bound,  l}ing  then  in  Puerto-Real,  wliGre  they  could  not 
escape  him ;  but  in  the  hurry  and  coiiUi.sion  ever\'  one  wa* 
in  on  the  taking  ui'  the  town,  this  opportunity  was  lo«t, 
and  DO  answer  returned  to  his  demand.  In  the  afternoon 
the  merchants  of  Seville  and  Cadiz  otiered  two  millions  to 
save  those  ships;  and  while  the  bargain  hung,  the  Dnkeof 
Medina  Sidonia  caused  all  that  rich  fleet  to  be  burned  ;  and 
thus  were  the  galleons,  galleys,  frigates,  argosies,  and  the 
fleets  of  New  Spain,  royal  and  tr;uling,  consumed,  except 
the  St.  MatiliL'W  and  the  St.  Andrew,  which  were  in  pos- 
session ui'  thu  l^nglish.  The  town  was  very  rich  in  mer- 
chandise and  j)late.  Many  wealthy  prisoners  were  given  to 
the  land-couimanders,  who  were  enriched  by  their  ransom; 
iome  had  ten,  some  sixteen,  some  twenty  thousand  ducats 
for  their  pri^-iners;  others  had  houses  and  goods  gi'-  ^i 
them,  and  sold  them  for  vast  sums  of  monejr.    Sir  Waller 
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tETTJt,  to  U5«  his  own  words,  "  a  lauie  kg  and  Jcfurined  ;  for 
xlie  rest,  I  either  spoke  too  late,  or  'twas  otherwise  resolved. 
I  have  not  been  wanting  in  good  wordsy  jet  had  possession 
liought  but  poverty  and  pain.*' 

In  their  return  home  they  took  Faro  in  the  kingdom  of 
^\!^arve :  an  J  Kssex  proposeil  some  other  enterprise*,  in 
irhich  he  was  op[>osed,  and  the  point  carrioil  airainst  him  by 
the  concurring  opinions  of  the  chief  land  and  bea-utHpers. 
Yet  on  his  return,  Essex  published  souie  remarks,  or,  a^  he 
calls  ii.cui,  objections  in  relation  to  this  voyage,  wherein  the 
Karl  questions  every  boily's  conduct  but  his  own.  The 
qaeen,  however,  taking  time  to  inform  herself,  made  a  right 
judgment  of  the  whole  affair ;  in  consequence  of  which,  she 
paid  a  due  respect  to  every  man's  merit,  and  greater  to  none 
ihan  to  that  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

Immediately  after  his  retarn,  oar  herd  bethought  himself 
of  hts  favourite  project,  the  settling  of  Guiana.  In  order  to 
promote  discoreries  which  might  effectually  lead  thereto,  he 
sent  a  stout  pinnace,  well  freighted  with  every  thing  neces- 
sary, under  the  command  of  Uaptain  Leonard  Berrie,  which 
safely  arrired  there  in  the  moom  of  March,  1597 ;  and  hav- 
ing entered  into  a  friendly  oommeree  with  the  iohahitants  of 
tfa«  coast,  and  learned  from  them  Tery  particnUur  aoooimts  of 
the  present  elate  and  riohei  of  the  higher  oountry,  they  re- 
toni^  again  to  the  port  of  PI  jmooth*  Thh  eipedttlon  leems 
to  be  an  indabhable  proof  that  Sir  Walter  hunself  was  In 
eemeet  in  tbit  dieeovery,  otherwise  there  can  he  no  cause 
asBgnedv  why,  having  so  many  matters  of  importance  upon 
tusbnidsy  he  should  yet  hnsy  himsdf  in  an  undertaking  of 
thai  kind;  and  also  that  his  hopes  were  as  well-foanded  as  it 
waejpossible  for  a  man*s  to  he^  in  a  thing  of  this  natnre. 

The  next  public  service  wherein  we  meet  with  Sir  Walter 
Balei^  is  his  expedition  to  the  Aaores.  In  this  nndertak- 
ing,  of  whteh  we  have  as  fiill  and  clear  memorials  as  of  any 
in  the  gloriotts  reign  of  ^een  Elisabeth,  it  plainly  appears, 
that  KnsTii'  had  tne  command,  and  Baleign  the  abuities ; 
whidi  was  the  tnie  reason  whv  the  former  acquired  so  little 
honour*  and  the  latter  so  muok;  though  with  a  less  lealoas 
commander  he  had  certmnly  obtained  more.  Thdr  dupntes 
began  carlj.  A  nusfortune  fell  out  in  Rsleigh^s  ship  in  the 
bay  of  Biscay,  which  obliged  him  to  lie  behind  the  fleet ;  and 
afterwards,  when  this  accident  was  repaired,  and  he  oame  to 
the  rode  of  Lisbon,  he  met  with  a  large  number  of  shipt 
and  tenders,  which  were  bj  him  conducted  to  the  Azores. 
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This  Mgnal  tenrioe  the  oreitiires  of  Ewx,  by  a  sort  of 
in  whidb  thej  were  well  practised,  conetmed  into  a  higii 
offeoce;  for  they  pretended,  that  these  Teseds  had  emitted 
the  Oeneraly  to  wait  on  the  Bear- Admiral ;  h«t  8ir  Waiter 
having  oonvinoed  the  Earl,  that  these  ships  came  to  the  rock 
of  Lisbon  as  the  reodesTons  appointed  by  himself,  and  that 
he  finding  them  there,  had  brooght  them,  as  heeame  him^  te 
at  end  upon  his  lordship,  Essex  had  sense  enough  to  be  pad* 
fied  for  that  time:  bat  soon  after,  tluugs  went  wrong  a^aio. 
It  was  agreed,  in  a  conncil  of  war,  tiiat  the  Genend  and  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  should  land  jointly  on  the  island  of  Fayall, 
where  Raleigh  wmted  four  days  for  his  lordship,  and  iiear. 
ing  nothing  of  him,  held  a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  was 
resolved,  by  such  as  were  less  concerned  for  Essex^s  hooonr 
than  the  nation*s  glory,  that  Sir  Walter  should  attempt  by 
himself,  what  it  had  been  settled  they  should  jointW  per- 
form.  This  resolution  he  executed,  and  showed  tiierein 
as  much  personal  courage  as  any  private  soldier,  and  all  the 
conduct  that  could  be  expected  from  a  very  wise  and  expe- 
rienoeJ  coinniander;  so  that  we  need  not  wonder  he  met 
with  success,  and  did  all  that  he  designed. 

Having  a  party  of  2(j0  men,  which  was  not  half  the  num- 
ber of  the  enemy,  he  made  forward,  and  while  some  ord- 
nance, that  he  had  judiciously  placed  before  him  in  pinnaces, 
as  close  along  the  shore  iis  they  cuuid  lie,  were  beatin.;  upon 
their  trenches,  he  ru^^hed  through,  or  under  them  as  I'ast  as 
his  oars  could  ply  to  the  landing-place,  which  was  giuu  ded 
first  with  a  ledge  uf  rocks,  forty  paces  long  into  the 
sea,  and  afterwards  trenched  and  flanked  with  earth  and 
stone,  liaviiig  only  a  narrow  lane  between  two  wall»  leU  lor 
their  entrance.  As  they  approached  nearer  to  the  shore, 
the  enemy's  shot  flew  down  so  thick  among  them  that  no: 
only  several  of  the  common  uien,  but  some  of  the  most 
raliant  leaders,  were  much  dismayed,  so  that  Raleigh,  who 
most  gloriously  approved  himself  no  le>s  their  chief  in  cour- 
age,  than  he  was  in  command,  did  not  spare  to  reproach 
them  openly  and  sharply.  At  length,  when  he  saw  them 
still  linger,  through  consternation,  as  much  to  th«  ir  danger, 
as  their  disgrace,  he  commanded,  with  a  loud  voice,  h\> 
watermen  to  row  his  own  barge  full  upon  the  rocks,  and 
bade  as  many  as  were  not  afraid  follow  him.  On  this,  & 
number  of  high-spirited  heroes  pressed  forward  in  the  con- 
test:  and  Raleigh,  clambering  over  the  rocks,  and  wading 
tiiruu^h  the  water,  made  iii:>  way  in  the  midst  of  the  fire  of 
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the  enemy,  up  to  the  nairow  entrance,  m  here  he  re*o]uTtJT 
piirsne<J  bis  assault,  that  the  Sj>aniard*,  afier  a  shun  re>i-i- 
anc^,  ?ave  g^rounJ ;  and  when  they  saw  his  fortr--  prras 
i^^i^T  and  thicker  apon  thefn^  b«took  themH^he*  to  the  hills 
and  the  woods,  and  Sir  Waller  carrie'i  hi-  ^^--int  ojmjjlt-tely. 

Es«ex,  on  his  arrival,  forgot  tht-  public  ser\  ice,  .ifKl 
tlioaght  ot*  uothini?  but  his  own  piiratie  difirract',  which 
▼ened  him  so  much,  ti^at  he  broke  some  of  the  officers  who 
had  b«'haved  e  i  intly  under  Raleigh;  and  some  taik  thr-re 
wa.s  of  tr\iu^'  h.iii,  ahd  taking:  off  his  head  ;  but  at  ktfU  Lr 
tlie  roeiiation  of  Txord  Thomas  How.*'  i,  who  was  Viee- 
Admiraf,  and  Sir  W^^lter's  condescen  j  to  excuse  his  hav- 
insT  done  so  much,  before  his  lordshij*  u»  1  anything:,  ma'ters 
m  ere  made  up  once  a<rain.  The  cashiere^i  officers  w  er^.  re- 
stored, Ualeigh  returne<l  to  his  care  of  the  pablic  service, 
and  Essex  proceeded  in  his  mistakes.  In  conse<^uenc\'  of 
these,  they  missed  the  West  India  tieet,  thou^'h  Halt-iirh  had 
the  gowi  luck  to  take  some  prizes,  the  produce  of  w  hich  paid 
hiz  men,  so  that  he  lost  neither  credit  nor  money  bv  the 
Tojage.  On  his  return,  though  Essex  is  said  to  have  found 
means  to  throw  the  miscarriage  of  all  his  pompous  promises 
on  inevitable  accidents,  and  some  of  his  creatum  imputed 
them  to  Sir  Walter;  yet  these  accusations  would  not  pass 
with  the  queen,  who  snowed  Baldgh  more  faroor  than  erer ; 
even  though  he  took  lee»  pains  to  Tindicate  himself^  mod  tes- 
tified nK^re  respect  for  the  great  Eiari  than  perhaps  any  other 
man  woakl  have  done. 

The  oeit  yeir  we  Hod  bim  again  in  parliamenty  where  he 
Atinguiibed  tiimtelf,  hj  uniting  the  patriot  and  the  servant 
of  tbe  crown.  Us  interest  with  the  queen,  he  procured 
some  griping  projects  to  be  disoonntenanced ;  by  his  weight 
in  the  Boase^  be  promoted  supplies;  be  also  obtained  some 
indolgencies  for  tbe  tinners  in  Cornwall,  and  showed  btm« 
■elfy  upon  all  oceasionsy  a  ready  and  a  rational  adTOoate  for 
the  poor«  In  1509,  when  tbe  qneen  was  pleased  to  fit  ont, 
in  the  space  of  a  fortnight,  so  great  a  wry  as  stmck  her 
nwghbonrs  with  awe^  Sir  Walter  was  appmnted  Vice- Admi- 
ral: which  bononr,  though  he  enjoyed  it  but  for  a  single 
nontb,  was  a  high  mark  of  the  qiieen*s  confidence^  since 
at  that  time  she  was  no  less  apprehensiTe  of  tumnlts  at 
borne,  than  of  an  invasion  from  abroad. 

In  the  summer  of  tbe  year  1601,  be  attended  the  queen  in 
ber  progress,  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  Poke  de  Biron,  as 
ambassador  from  France,  he  received  bim,  by  ber  Majesty's 
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appoiDtment,  and  conferred  with  him  on  the  subject  of  hU 
embassy.  In  the  last  parliament  of  the  aaeen,  8ir  Walter 
was  a  very  active  member,  and  distingabhed  himself  upon 
all  occasions,  by  opposing  such  bills  as,  under  colour  of  deep 
policy,  were  contrived  for  the  oppression  of  the  inoaner  *Jort 
of  people;  such  as  that  for  compelling'  everv  man  to  till  a 
third  part  of  his  ground,  ami  jtlu^rs  of  a  like  nature.  Nor 
was  he  less  ready  to  conntoiiMiu  e  such  laws  as  !  ore  hard 
upon  the  rich,  and  even  upon  tr:nlrrs  :  where  it  was  evident, 
that  private  interest  clashed  with  public  benertt,  and  there 
was  a  necessity  ol  luirtincf  some,  for  the  sake  of  doing'  g-ood 
to  all.  This  shows  that  he  had  a  just  notion  of  popularity, 
and  knew  how  to  distin-rui'^h  between  <h'Sorviog  and  fle*^ini^ir 
it.  An  instance  of  this  apj)eared  in  his  promoting  a  1 1\.  :  : 
the  rostrainini^  the  exportation  of  ordnance,  which,  at  tii:.- 
time,  was  of  inij;hty  advantaLre  to  such  as  were  concerneii 
in  that  commerce,  but  of  inexpressible  detriment  to  the 
Xiation ;  beo.insc  it  was  the  source  of  the  enemy's  power  at 
sea,  the  Spanish  navy  mnkin<^  use  of  nono  hut  Knglis^h  cao- 
linn.  In  the  point  of  monopolies,  indeed,  hv  was  not  alto- 
gether so  clear  ;  but  he  showed  that  be  made  a  moderate  u«e 
of  the  grants  which  he  hud  obtained  from  the  crowu,  awl 
offered,  if  others  wave  cat ic*  lied,  to  surrender  his  freely. 

Upon  the  (lonii,-e  ot"  queen  Elizabeth,  Sir  Walter  was 
not  without  hopes  of  coming"  into  t'avour  \\  ith  h.  r  successor, 
whose  countenance  he  IkuI  souG'bt  by  variuu^  presents,  and 
other  testininnit'S  of  respect,  which  h*»  «*ent  iiit'^  ^cotlaiKi, 
and  t>om  the  reception  they  met  with,  he  had  i:o  reason  at 
all  to  suspect  that  he  stooii  upon  ill  terms  witfi  kincr  tiames. 
lie  wa»  not  iirnorant,  liowever,  of  the  pains  tak» n  hy  E&^ex, 
to  infuse  into  the  king's  mind  pt  cindices  again-t  liim,  which, 
however,  he  thoucfht  to  wt-ar  out  hy  assiduous'  ^trvice.  (hi 
the  king's  comiiig  into  England,  he  had,  notwithj»taoding 
common  reports,  freipa  nt  access  to  him,  and  thereby  an 
opjMir  tiuiitv  of  diacovering  both  his  ih  -ire  and  his  c.ipj^oiiy 
of  serving  his  Majesty.     But  he  (juickiy  luuiiii  himseif 
coolly  treated,  nor  was  bo  hin^'  at  a  loss  for  the  reason. 
8ir  Robert  Cecil,  who  hn  l  l  n  on  his  friend  and  asMK-iate,  j»o 
lojig  an  they  were  buth  in  dantrer  from  Esseic,  foreseeing 
that,  if  ever  Raleiirh  came  itito  king  James's  confideooe, 
hi^  administration  would  not  last  lonjor,  drew  such  a  char- 
acter of  him  to  that  prince,  as  he  thomrht  most  likely  lo  us^ 
gust  him  ;  and  dwelt  particularly  iipi»i>  this,  that  Kalcieh 
w«io  a  uiaruoi  luau,  aud  would  be  coutiuuaily  luruiui^  prv>. 
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j0oU  to  mbarrass  him  with  his  neighboars.  Sir  Walter  in 
raturn  for  this  ^ood  office  did  him  another ;  for  he  dreir  ap 
*  memorial,  wherein  he  showed  that  the  affection  of  the 
Cecils  for  hk  Majesty  waA  not  the  effect  of  choice,  hut  of 
Ibree;  that  in  realit?,  it  was  chiefly  through  the  intrigues  of 
OM  of  the  Duniiy  that  bis  motiier  lost  her  heed,  and  that 
they  never  thought  of  promoting  his  succession}  tiU  tb^  saw 
it  would  take  place  in  spite  of  them.  Tliis  memorial  was 
far  from  baring  the  effects  he  expeotedj  nor  indeed  would 
Ike  hare  expecteJ  tbem^  if  lie  hiid  icnown  king  James  thor- 
o^hlj.  That  timorous  prince  saw  the  power  of  Cecil  ai 
that  time,  and  tho'i^bt  be  bad  need  of  it,  foigetting  that  it 
was  the  ejects  of  his  own  favour^  and  so  became  dependent 
upon  him,  as  he  afterwards  w  is  upon  Buckingham,  whom 
for  many  jeers  he  trti^tt  d,  but  did  not  loire.  This,  with  his 
aversion  to  all  martial  enterprises,  engaged  him  to  turn  a 
d«^'  ear  to  Sir  Walter's  proposals.  However  it  was, 
Haleigh  had  the  mortification  to  see  himself  slighted  and  ill- 
used  at  oourt :  and  this  might  probably  determine  him  to 
keep  company  with  some  who  were  in  the  same  situation, 
and  who  were  his  intimate  acqoaiataoces  bisfore,  which, 
however,  proved  his  ruin. 

Among*  the5c  his  companions,  was  Lord  Cobham,  a  man 
of  a  weak  liead,  but  a  lar^e  fortune,  ovor  wl)oin  llaleigh 
had  a  j^reat  a>cendpncy,  and  with  whom  lie  lived  in  constant 
correspondence.  This  man,  who  was  naturally  vain,  and 
now  much  discontentr  I,  had  an  intercourse  with  various 
sorts  of  people,  and  taiked  to  each  in  such  a  style  as  he 
thought  would  be  most  aii^reeable  to  them.  In  the  reign  of 
quei  n  Kiizabeth  he  had  conterrf-d  with  the  Duke  of  Arcra- 
ber*;,  a  Flemish  no!>leTnnn  iti  tiic  king  of  Spain's  service, 
and  who  was  now  in  Ku-rl'md  as  ambassador  from  the  arch- 
dnk»>.  but,  in  truth,  with  a  view  to  negotiate  a  peace  with 
Spaiij.  With  hira  Cobham  ri'newed  his  ac(juaintance,  and 
in  his  name  proposed  giving  Sir  Walter  a  lanro  sum  of 
money,  if,  instead  of  op}>osing,  as  he  had  iutiiertu  dune,  he 
would  forward  that  peace.  In  the  mean  time  some  popish 
prie>t*i,  and  other  di^aflected  and  designing  persons,  had 
frametl  a  plot  again>t  the  king  and  royal  family,  which  was 
to  be  executed  by  seizing,  if  not  destroyinir,  his  Mfuesty  and 
his  children,  and  with  some  of  these  people  Cobnam  also 
bad  an  intercourse,  by  the  means  of  his  brother  Mr  Brooke. 
This  treason  being  discovered,  ami  traceil  to  the  persons  wo 
have  mentionedf  there  grew  a  suspicion  of  Cobham^  and  in 
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ooDSeqaeooe  of  Us  iotimaej  wHh  Ralmgb,  there  aiwe  Mmi« 
doabts  also  as  to  lum.  Upon  this  thej'were  all  appreliefidcd* 
and  Cobhanit  who  was  a  timorous  man,  was  dravm  io  to 
charge  Sir  Walter  with  sereral  things  in  his  oonleasiofi. 
The  enemies  of  Raleigh  oontriTed  to  blend  these  treasons 
together,  thongh  they,  or  at  least  Cecil,  knew  them  to  be 
distinct  things;  however,  what  was  deficient  inproof,  was 
made  up  in  force  and  fraud.  The  priests,  Wataoo  and 
Cleric,  were  first  tried  and  conrictcd;  so  was  Geot^ 
Brool^,  who  had  been  their  associate:  and  on  the  17th  ct 
Norember,  1608,  8ir  Walter  Raleigh  was  tried  at  Wis. 
Chester,  and  conTicted  of  high  treason,  bj  the  infiaeooe  of 
the  court  and  the  violent  and  coarse  eloquence  of  the  Attor- 
nej*General  Coke,  without  anj  colour  of  evidence. 

It  is  observed  l>v  Mr  Hume,  that  8ir  Edward  Ooke^  the 
famous  lawyer,  who  managed  the  cause  for  the  crown, 
threw  out  on  Raleigh  such  gross  abuse,  as  may  bedeenoMd  a 
great  reflection, not  only  on  his  own  memory,  but  even,  in  sons 
degree,  on  the  manners  of  that  age.  **  Traitor,  monster, 
viper,  and  spider  of  hell,  are  the  terms  which  he  empk^ed 
agsinst  one  of  the  most  illustrious  men  of  the  kingdom,  who 
was  under  trial  for  life  and  fortune,  and  who  defended  faim* 
self  with  surprising  temper,  eloquence,  and  courage/* 

That  th(  rr  was  really  no  truth  in  what  was  alleged 
agdnst  Sir  Walter,  has  been  repeatedly  proved  to  a  demon* 
St  rat  ion. 

r  hough  the  law  made  no  distinction  between  8ir  Walter 
Kaleigh  and  the  rest  who  were  involved  in  this  treason,  yet 
the  king  made  a  great  deal ;  for  he  never  signed  any  war* 

rant  for  his  execution,  but  on  the  contrary  projected  that 
strange  tragi-coniedy  of  bringing  the  two  Lords  CVibbam 
and  Grey,  with  Sir  Griffin  Markham  to  the  block,  and  then 
granting  them  a  reprieve,  purely  to  discover  the  truth  of 
what  Cobham  had  alleged  against  Raleigh,  an  1  what  might 
be  drawn  by  the  fright  of  death  from  the  other  two.  As  all 
this  brought  forth  nothing,  the  king  laid  aside  all  thoughts 
of  taking  away  his  life;  and,  if  Kaleigh  laboured  sometime 
under  an  uncertainty  of  this,  it  ought  to  be  attributed  rather 
to  the  malice  of  his  potent  adversaries,  than  to  any  ill  intcn* 
tion  in  the  king* 

Sir  Walter  Rnb^t-^'h,  from  hi^  place  of  confinement  in  the 
Tower,  wrote  the  following  letter,  declaratory  of  his  inno- 
cence s«— 
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ToLk,  AND  DE*o\-maE.  iXD  TO  LOUD  CK*  IL. 

*I  do  Dvjt  know  whether  your  !ord«hips  ha%e  ^een  my 
answers  to  all  the  matters  which  mv  Lord  Hotirv  Howard, 
mj  Lord  Wotton,  and  Sir  F]<lward  Coke,  have  examined  me 
on,  op')n  Siturdaj  the  14th  of  this  present  month:  wiucii 
m&ke-)  rae  b<)\<\  to  write  unto  yonr  lordships  at  this  time. 
The  tw.j  principal  accu-aiions  beincr  the*e:  the  first,  that 
mooej  WA5  offereii  me  with  a  pretence  to  maintain  the  amity, 
bat  the  intent  w  a^  to  have  a«,*isted  his  Majesty's  surprise  ;  th# 
other. that  I  was  privy  to  my  Lord  Cobbam's  Spanish  journer. 

•*  For  the  first,  I  beaeech  yoar  lordships  to  wf^i^^h  it  «eri- 
otaslj  before  there  be  any  farther  proceeding.  For  to  leave 
me  to  the  cruelty  of  the  law  of  England,  an<l  to  that  jtzihi* 
mum  jus,  before  both  your  understand Inij"**  and  consciences 
be  thorouu'hly  informed,  were  bur  <  ^r-  !es«Iy  to  destroy  the 
father  and  fatherless ;  and  vou  iiiiiv  assured  that  there  is 
DO  glory,  nor  any  reward,  thai  can  recompense  the  shedd::  ^' 
of  innocent  blo^xl.  And,  whereas  it  seemeth  to  appear,  tL^i 
this  mone^  was  offered  to  others  Ions'  after  it  was  offered  to 
me,  and  upon  ^  - n-  other  considerations  tijun  it  was  vnto 
me ;  for  my-eif,  I  avow,  upon  my  alle^^ance,  that  I  never 
either  knew  or  suspected  either  the  r  the  new  inten- 

tion. To  me  it  was  but  once  prooounde»i,  ajj  i  in  three 
week"*  at^er  I  never  heard  more  of  i: ;  neither  did  I  believe 
it,  that  he  hatl  any  commi-j^ion  to  offer  it,  as  the  everlasting 
God  doth  witness!  For  if  that  word  amitv  had  been  use<l 
to  rae  colourably,  I  must  have  been  alsf)  made  acquainted 
with  the  true  end  for  which  it  should  have  been  given, 
which  it  seemeth  was  for  the  surprise.  But,  of  any  such 
horrible  and  fearful  purpose,  if  ever  I  had  so  much  as  a 
suspicion,  I  refuse  yoar  lordships*  favours  and  the  king*s 
mercy.  I  know  that  your  lordships  have  omitted  notlmig^ 
to  find  out  the  truth  hereof.  But,  as  yon  have  not  erred 
like  ill  surgeons,  to  lay  on  plasters  too  hmtow  for  so  great 
wooiids ;  so,  I  trust  that  yon  will  not  imitate  uoleamed  phy* 
ticians,  to  gire  medicines  iDore  cruel  than  the  diicaae  itself. 

For  ^  joumey  into  Speint  I  know  that  I  was  aeensed 
to  be  priry  thereimto.  But  I  know  yovr  kMrdsUpt  have  a 
r^otatkm  of  oonseteooe  as  wdl  aa  et  iodnitiy.  By  what 
means  Aat  rerengefnl  aoeaaatkNi  waa  ftirred,  you,  Lord 
Ceeil,  know  right  well,  that  it  waa  my  letter  Moot  KBynm; 
ami  jvMir  loribhipa  all  knum^  whether  it  be  matntainedl,  or 
whclnar  oiit  of  tniU^  and  out  of  a  diriatiaD  eoQvderatkm  it 
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be  revoked.  I  know,  thai  to  have  tpolien  it  oaoe  It  enough 
for  Uie  ImWf  if  we  lived  under  a  emel  prinoe.  But  I  know 
that  the  king  is  too  merdfnl,  to  have  or  sofibr  hi*  Mibfeett 

to  be  rained  by  any  quick  or  onchriBtian  advantage,  unlaws 
he  be  resolved,  or  oan  persuade  his  religious  heart  of  the 
equity.  I  know  that  the  king  thinks^  wim  all  good  princes, 
satins  est  peocare  in  alteram  partem.  God  doth  know,  and 
I  can  give  an  aooount  of  it,  that  I  have  spent  40,000  crowns 
of  mine  own  against  that  king  and  nation;  that  I  never 
re^rved  so  much  of  all  my  fortunes  as  to  purchase  £40  per 
annum  l:i?id;  that  I  have  been  a  violent  persecutor,  and 
fa:  herer  of  all  enterprises,  against  that  nation.  I  have  served 
against  them  in  person;  and  how,  my  Lord  Admiral,  and 
my  Lord  of  Suffolk,  can  witness.  I  discovered,  myself,  the 
richest  part  of  all  his  Indies.  I  have  planted  in  his  terri- 
tories. I  offered  his  Majesty,  at  my  uncle  Carew's,  to  carry 
2000  men  to  invade  him  without  the  king^s  charge.  Alas! 
to  what  end  should  we  live  in  the  world,  if  all  the  endeavoiir^ 
of  so  many  testimonies  shall  be  blown  off  with  one  bla^t  of 
breath,  or  be  prevented  by  one  man's  word.  And,  in  this 
time,  when  we  have  a  generous  prince,  fruui  whc»m  to  j>ur- 
ch.tse  honour  and  good  opinion,  I  had  no  other  hope  but  bj 
U'.KkriakinkT  upon  that  cruel  and  insolent  nation. 

"Think,  therefore,  I  humbly  bestLuh  nou,  on  my  ^e:it 
affliction,  with  compassion,  who  have  lost  my  t^^^tate  and  the 
king's  favour  upon  one  man's  w  urJ;  and  as  you  would  ihac 
God  should  deal  with  you,  deal  with  me.  Y«i;i  .ill  know 
that  tliw'  law  of  ]']ngland  liath  iieetl  of  a  merciful  prinee;  and 
if  you  [)ut  me  to  shame,  you  take  from  nu'  all  hope  ever  to 
receive  his  Majesty's  le:i5i  ^^racr  ai^ain.  1  beseech  you  to  he 
resolveil  of  those  things,  oi  whi("h  1  am  accused,  and  dis- 
tinguish me  from  others.  As  you  ha\e  true  honour,  and  as 
you  would  yourselves  be  used  in  the  like,  forget  all  fuirticu- 
lar  mistakes:  multos  clement i'/  hotu'gtaviff  ulti'>  /lu/ium. 
Your  lordships  kno\v  that  I  am  guiltless  of  the  surpris*.-  in- 
tended. Your  lordships  know,  or  may  know,  that  I  never 
accepted  of  the  money,  and  that  it  was  not  otferod  ine  for 
any  ill ;  and  of  the  Spanish  journey,  I  trust  your  coi>scieuces 
are  resolved.  Keep  not  then,  I  beseech  you,  tlu^f  mv  an- 
swers and  huiril'h^  desires  from  my  sovereign  hml ;  i/tdi  tJ^t 
reje  piux  rt  misericoi's,  et  tion  iro  corunalus.  Thus  humbly 
beseechin^f  your  lordships  to  have  a  merciful  regard  of  m«$ 
I  rest  your  lordships*  humble  and  uiiserahle  suppliant. 
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lo  the  nKmtli  txi  Beeembor,  Bilcigh  wm  rtMsded  to  iim 
Tower,  and,  upon  the  petitioii  of  hit  wif%  wm  ettopned  the 
coMoletMiii  of  her  con^eiif,  and  hj  d«greis  obiaiMi  flS 
greater  frnTonrs;  for  the  king  waa  plaaeed  to  grant  afl  the 
gooda  and  ehatlds,  IbHeited  tofaim  bj  Sir  Waller^e  eemrie* 
twn,  to  tmsteee  of  hk  appeiatiDg,  iat  the  benefit  of  hii 
croditore»  and  of  h»  ladj  and  cafldnn.  In  n  TcateniMe 
ipnoe  bn  cetate  followed  hb  goods:  and  now  he  began  to 
ennoalTo  htauelf  in  a  lair  waj  of  being  retCnred  to  that  eon* 
dhion  fh»  which  he  had  fidkn.  In  this,  howeter,  he  waa 
mnA  miataben;  fotr  n  new  eonrt  HwunfiUi  anii^,  who  bad 
n  nsnd  to  enrich  hineelf  by  gnmts,  ^Bieofered  n  flaw  in  the 
eonTe^nnce  of  Raleigh*s  eaiaae  to  hie  eon^  wUeb,  being  prior 
to  die  attainder,  gave  theerown  n  title  paffanwunt  to  that 
wbicb  waa  vnderstood  to  bo  dierany  when  the  ^irfeftnre 
wns  granted  bach  to  Balejgh,  Upeii  an  tnlbraiatiott  in  the 
eonrt  of  excbequer,  jadgment  waa  giren  for  the  crown,  and 
tlieeffeet  of  that  jodginent  waa  turned  to  the  benefit  of  the 
fttToorite,  who^  in  1609,  had  n  eeaapielo  grant  of  all  that 
Sir  Walter  had  Ibrleited.  Una  eonrtiir  waa  Robert  Oaer, 
nfterwarda  ^brl  of  Soniemt, 

He  spent  n  great  part  of  Ua  Benfinifnt  in  writtog  that 
inunortal  monnmeot  of  hie  senins  and  leainiDg»  ''The  Hie* 
lory  of  the  World,"  whereto  be  has  shown  that  he  eon- 
aadied  ^  wiie  ink  of  Hetnee^  aod  fixed  i^on  eneb  n  iobj^ 
na  suled  with  hb  genina,  and  nndor  wbieh,  if  we  mnT  gncae 
ftoBi  fimner  and  aobeeqoent  attempta,  any  one  hot  hot  own 
«aat  hare  sank.  He  uewise  devoted  a  part  of  bia  tkne  to 
ebemiwU J,  and  Tarions  other  snbjects,  ail  beneficial  to  Mn« 
lBMl,and  mthatfi^wertfaTofSb  Walter  Baleigb.  The 
petron  of  hie  stodies  was  Prince  Uenrr,  the  s^wrj  of  the 
house  of  Stuart,  tbe  darling  of  the  Bri^  natM  wldfo  be 
fived,  and  the  object  of  its  smeere  and  tuiven^  lamentation 
en  bij  uoHmdj  death.  After  his  death.  Sir  Walter  de- 
pended dttsfij  open  the  queen,  in  whoea  he  Ibnnd  n  tme  and 
steady  nroteetrcaa  while  the  Earl  of  Si^merset^s  power  laetod, 
whoae  iMLte  waa  dttefiy  detrimental  to  Raleigh ;  for  the  king 
tmsted  himnowy  as  he  had  SalislKirT  before,  with  icnplicit 
eonfidcnos^  even  after  he  had  lost  h  -  rfectaon :  hot  he,  hw 
an  intemperate  nee  of  his  authori^,  laving  rendered  hi■^esn 
obnoibms  to  the  law.  Sir  Walter  saw  him  his  companion  in 
ttn  Tc  w er,  aod  his  estates,  bj  that  fayonrite'a  forfeitore^  cnoe 
Mrs  in  the  h.ind>  of  the  crown.  His  enemies  thne  out  of 
the  eonrt,  Sir  Walter  wns  able  to  obtain  the  ftivoor  iw  had 
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long  been  seeking,  which  was,  after  tbirteen  years  eonfioe- 
ment,  to  get  out  of  the  Tower,  not  to  lead  *  lazy  and 
dolent  life  in  retiremeot*  for  which,  thoagb  cruellj  spoiled 
by  bis  enemies,  be  yet  wanted  not  a  reasonable  provudoo, 
but  to  spend  the  latter  part  of  his  days,  as  he  had  spent  the 
first,  in  the  pursuit  of  honoar,  and  in  the  senrioe  of  bis 
ooontry ;  or,  as  he  himself  has  expressed  it  in  a  letter  to  8o> 
eretary  Winwood,  by  whose  interest  chiefly  this  favoar  was 
obtained,  To  die  for  the  ring,  and  not  by  the  kimo»  ia  all 
the  ambition  I  have  in  the  world.*' 

The  scheme  be  bad  now  at  heart  was  bis  old  one  of  aet> 
tltng  Guiana.  We  have  seen  how  many  voyages  he  encou- 
raged thither  in  the  days  of  qoBen  Elizabeth,  when,  oonsi- 
dering  the  many  great  employmoits  he  enjoyed,  one  would 
have  thought  his  mind  might  hare  been  otherwise  occupied; 
and,  indeed,  so  it  must  have  been,  if  he  had  not  been  tho* 
roughly  persuaded  that  this  was  die  richest  country  on  the 
globe,  and  the  worthiest  of  being  settled  for  the  benefit  of 
Britain.  This  persnasion  was  so  strong  npon  Iduh  that 
during  his  conftnement  he  held  a  constant  interoonrse  with 
Gniana,  sending  at  bis  own  charge  every  year,  or  every 
second  year,  a  ship  to  keep  the  I  ndians  in  hopes  of  his  perfbmu 
ing  the  promise  he  had  made  them  of  coming  to  their  asMSt^ 
ance,  and  delivering  them  from  the  tyrannT  and  cmeltj  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  now  encroached  upon  them  again.  In 
these  ships  were  brought  over  several  natives  of  that  country, 
with  whom  Sir  Walter  conversed  in  the  Tower,  and  from 
whom  he  received  clear  and  distinct  intelligence  of  ths 
sitnation  and  richness  of  the  mines.  Upon  these  informatioiii 
he  offered  the  scheme  for  prosecuting  bis  discovery  to  the 
court,  three  years  before  he  undertook  it  in  person ;  nor  was 
there  then  any  doubt  mther  as  to  the  probability  of  the  tfiing, 
or  as  to  its  lawfulness,  notwithstanding  the  peace  made  witti 
Spain,  otherwise  the  king  would  not  luive  made  sudi  grsnis 
as  he  did  even  at  that  time;  which  shows  that  he  was  thso 
convinced  Sir  Walter  had  in  his  first  voyage  discovered  and 
taken  possession  of  that  country  for  the  crown  of  England, 
and  that  consequently  his  subjects  wm  entitled  to  any  be> 
nefits  that  mignt  accrue  from  this  discovery,  without  the 
leaat  respect  lud  to  the  pretensions  of  the  Spaniards.  It 
may  also  deserve  our  notice,  that  at  the  time  Sir  Walter 
first  moved  the  court  upon  this  subject,  the  Spanish  matdh 
was  not  thought  of;  but  the  wants  of  king  James  were 
then  ver}  pres^iog,  and  he  may  reasonably  be  presumed  to 
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hkre  at  this  time  placed  as  great  hcpes  in  thia  disooTerr  aa 
ke  did  ID  that  match,  though,  when  be  came  to  idolise  this 
project  afterwards,  lie  erew  somewhat  out  of  ooncttt  with 
Sir  Walter's ;  so  that,  if  he  had  pleased,  he  might,  for  seven 
haadred  pounds,  have  had  an  ample  pardon,  and  leare  to 
ish  hb  vovage ;  hat  he,  remaining  firm  to  his  pur. 


l« 

It 

* 

was  jet  willing  that  he  shonld  proceed  in  Ins  enterprise,  in 
hopes  of  profiting  thereby,  without  losmg  the  prospect  he 
then  had  of  concluding  the  Spanish  match.    Such  was  the 


^  -w  — ,  w-w  disposition  mc 

court,  wbeo  he  ohtained  lea?e  to  execute  his  design,  and 
was  empowered  by  a  rojal  commission,  but  at  the  expeuse 
of  himself  and  his  friends,  to  settle  Guiana. 


ave 
our 
ac- 


It  baa  been  a  great  dispute  amongst  writers  of  some  emi- 
nence, what  sort  of  s  commission  that  was  with  which  Sir 
Walter  was  trusted.  According  to  some,  it  should  h 
been  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  and  directed,  To 
trusty  and  well*beloTed  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  knight ;  av;- 
cordin^to  others,  and,  mdeed,  according  to  the  account 
gweii  by  king  James  himself,  it  was  under  the  privy-seal, 
and  whhont  those  expressions  of  trust  or  grace.  To  end 
this  dispute,  I  have  consulted  the  most  authentic  collection 
we  iMTe  of  public  instruments,  and  there  I  find  a  large  cora- 
miauon  to  Sir  Walter  BaleiRh,  which  ^ees  with  that  in 
the  dedantion,  and  is  dated  the  twenty-sixth  of  August,  in 
the  fborteeoth  7«arof  the  king's  reign  over  England,  and 
orer  Scotland  the  fifheth.  I  think  that  it  is  nut  lu^po ..ibie 
It  might  pass  both  seak«  However,  the  coinmission  was 
mtemW  a  legal  commission,  and  though  the  formal  expres- 
mua  of  grace  and  trust  are  omitted,  yet  the  powers  granted 
™»  »|Pe  Tory  exteosiTe  in  themselves, and  as  strong! v  drawn 
as  words  can  express ;  so  that  Sir  Walter  had  all  'the  rea- 
son  tmginable  to  oonceiTe,  that  this  patent  implied  a  par- 
5? />n«  chmse  he  is  constituted  general  and  commander- 
lo-cfai^  In  this  enterprise.  By  another  he  is  appointed 
guwnorof  the  new  country  he  is  to  settle;  and  this  with 
aoialeattthoritj.  B3rathird,he  has  a  power  rarely  intrusted 
with  our  admurals  now,  that  of  exercising  martial  law,  in 
«W  a  manner  as  the  king's  lieutenant-general  bv  sea  or 
jaodyor  any  of  the  lieutenants  of  tiie  counties  of  feni^land 
had.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  conceive,  that,  wlien  this 
commission  was  granted,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  looked 
upon  as  a  condemned  man;  or  thai  the  lords  of  the  prirj 
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council,  or  the  lord  prirj  sea]>  eoald  think  it  reasonable  iar 
the  king  to  grant  enoh  full  power  orer  the  hves  of  olhm  to 
one  who  bad  but  a  preoarions  title  to  his  own;  nr  1,  tfacn> 
fm,  I  think,  that  Bacon*8  mnioo^  when  Sir  ^^  aiier  eoo- 
inlted  hira,  whether  it  wonid  not  be  advisable  for  him  to 
give  a  round  sum  of  mooej  for  a  pardon  in  common  frnm, 
answered  like  an  honeet  man  and  a  sonnd  lawyer,  8ir, 
the  knee-timber  of  jour  ▼oyage  is  money;  spare  jonr  pur$« 
in  this  particular,  for,  opon  my  life,  you  have  a  sufficient 

Eardon  ior  all  that  is  past  already,  the  king  haviiig  under 
is  broad  seal  made  you  Admiral  of  your  fleet,  and  given 
you  power  of  the  martial  law  orer  your  officen  and  sol- 
diers." On  thu  expedition,  there  sailed  fourteen  shins, 
headed  by  a  fine  new  ship,  built  by  Raleigh  himself,  eatltd 
the  Destiny,  of  the  burden  of  four  hundred  and  forty  imst 
and  carrying  thirty-six  pieces  of  cannon.  On  l>oard  itweiv 
Sir  Walter^  aleigh,  Generalt  and  his  son  Waher,  Cifrtsia, 
besides  two  hundred  men,  whereof  eighty  were  gfentiefoen- 
volnnteers  and  adrenturers,  most  of  tnem  Bit  Waher*s 
relations. 

With  part  of  this  fleet  Sir  Walter  sailed  from  the  Thanes 
on  the  twenty-flighth  of  March,  1617;  but  it  was  themoDth 
of  July  before  1m  left  Plymoulii  with  his  whole  fleet;  siter 
which,  be  was  forced  to  put  into  Cork  through  stress  ef 
weather,  and  remained  there  till  the  nineteenth  of  Augost 
On  the  sixth  of  September,  he  made  the  Ganaries.  TbeM 
he  proceeded  to  Gmiana,  where  he  imrived  in  ih»  b^nnii^ 
of  N^ovember*  He  was  received  with  the  ntmost  joy  by  tibe 
IndiMis,  who  not  only  rendered  him  all  the  service  that 
could  be  expected  Arom  them,  but  would  hare  persuaded  hm 
to  end  all  bis  labours  by  rematnhig  there,  and  taking  upon 
him  the  soverdgnty  of  their  countnr;  wUch,  bow«ter,  hi 
reAised*  His  extreme  sickness  hindered  him  from  nndcr> 
taking  the  dbcovery  of  the  mine  in  person,  and  obliged  Ina 
to  intrust  that  important  service  to  Oaptain  Keymis«  For 
this  purpose,  he  ordered,  on  the  fbnrth  of  Deoember,  iivt 
small  ships  to  sail  into  the  river  Oronoque;  aboard  theiei*' 
vessels  were  Ave  companies  of  fiflj  men  each;  the  flnt  coo* 


the  third  by  young  Raleigh,  the  fourth  by  Oaptaw  Pcideaox, 
the  fifth  by  Captain  Ohudl^;  Kermis,  who  was  to  oondoct 
them,  intended  to  have  gone  to  tne  mine  with  only  tighi 
persons,  whidi  Sir  Walter  thought  too  great  a  faasard,  aod, 
therefore  wrote  him  the  following  lelter:^ 
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^  KejtBMf  mbmwm  job  were  resolved,  after  jour  arrival 
alD  the  OronoqiM^  to  pMt  to  the  mine  with  my  cousin  Her- 
bert and  six  musqueteers,  and  to  that  end»  desired  to  hkre 
8v  Join  Feme's  thallopi  I  do  not  allow  of  that  course^ 
leeaose  you  caiiiMii  land  ao  aeerBtlj  but  that  aome  Indiana 
€■  the  river  nde  may  disoorer  yoOy  who,  giving  knowledge 
tfcsffeiof  to  the  Spaniards,  you  ma^r  ^  <nit  off  before  jon 
rseover  voar  boat,  therefore,  advise  joa  to  aoffer  the  cap- 
yoBS  uA  cempanies  of  the  Eoglish  to  peas  up  westward  of 
tbs  aomitaui  Aio,  £rom  wbeooe  jou  have  no  1^  than  three 
aUaa  to  the  mine,  and  to  eooamp  between  the  Spaoiahtown 
aBidyooy  if  there  is  SOT  town  near  it;  that  being  so  secured 
jeu  maj  make  trial  what  depth  and  breadth  the  mine  holds, 
eruftetW  or  not  it  will  answer  our  hopes.  And  if  jou  find 
Itrejaly  and  the  Spaniards  begin  to  war  upon  you,  then  let 
Ihe  aar|eetti-tt^}or  repel  them,  if  it  is  in  his  power,  and  drive 
Aaaseete  eaheenn:  but  if  jou  find  the  mine  is  not  so  rieh 
as  te  pataoade  the  hoUh^  of  it,  and  it  requires  a  second 
supply,  then  shall  jon  bring  but  a  basket  or  two,  to  satisiy 
his  mijmij  that  mr  ^^mrn  was  not  imagmary,  but  true, 
fhoii^  not  answerable  to  Ida  M^jeaty'a  eipeetation;  for  the 
oHatstj  of  which  I  never  cave  aasnTanoe,  nor  could.  On 
tteotber  side,  if  you  shall  find  any  great  number  of  soldiers 
sae  newW  sent  into  the  Oronoq[ttc^  aa  the  Oassique  of  Oaliana 
«aU  us  there  were,  and  that  the  passages  are  alreadv  en- 
foroeil,  eo ae  widiOQt maaitet perilof  my  son,  yourself, and 
Aeodier  esptains,  you  oannot  pass  towwds  the  mine;  then 
be  weU  ndnsed  how  you  land,  for  I  know  (that  a  few  gen^ 
llmaen  enmpled)  what  a  scum  of  men  you  have;  and  I  would 
nsty  Ibr  all  the  world,  receive  aUow  ftom  the  Spaniards  to 
the  iMMnwi  of  the  nation." 

la  ubtjdicnoe  to  tUs  order,  Keymis  landed  his  men  in  the 
eight,  eemewhat  nearer  the  mine  than  he  intended.  They 
preeently  fooad  the  Speatwds  had  notice  of  their  coming, 
end  were  prepared  to  reoeiTe  them.  They  shot  at  the  Eng- 
Wi  hodiwith  thair  great  and  small  arms,  and  the  Spaniards 
haing  Ae  ag^eaeore,  tiw  BngUsh  landed,  drove  them  to  the 
teunB,aBland  it  with  them,and  plundered  it.  Raleigh,  the 
OoMtnTs  eon,  waahiUad  in  the  action;  heUmaelf  atayed  at 
Trfaidado,  with  the  other  ridpa,  reaolTing  rather  to  bam 
ilmai  lhaii  j iiil  l.hail  tlrn  nrnninn  rnsiinl  Keyndsmade 
» the  rlrer  with  Us  Tenals;  but  in  most  vUmm  near  the 
Me  he  ooaU  not  get  widun  a  mOe  of  the  abore^  the  river 
vaaaoaheUow:  and  where  they  obuld  hare  made  a  deaoefll» 
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vollifs  of  muskct-shot  came  from  the  woods  on  their  boats 
and  Keyrais  did  not  proceed  to  the  mine,  saying  in  hi?  ex- 
cuse, that  the  English  could  not  defend  St.  Ihomas,  the 
town  tlu'v        taken;  that  the  pLv^saireg  to  the  mine  were 
thick  and  impassable  woods :  and  that,  supposing  they  had 
discovered  the  mine,  thev  had  no  men  to  work  it.    For  these 
X'easons,  he  concluded  it  w;is  best  not  to  o[>en  it  at  all.  The 
Spaniards  themselves  had  several  gold  aud  silver  mines  near 
the  town,  which  were  useless  for  want  of  negroes.    At  Key- 
inis*8  return,  Raleigh  told  hitn  he  had  undone  him,  and 
wounded  his  crerlit  with  tlie  kinir  past  recovery  :  which 
reproach  affected  him  so  deeply,  that  he  went  into  his  cabin, 
from  whence,  soon  after,  the  report  uf  a  pi>tol  was  heard. 
Upon  a  boy's  going  in,  and  askiii^^  whether  he  knew  whence 
it  proceedcMl,  he  said,  he  fired  it  himself,  because  it  had  been 
long  charged.    About  two  hours  after,  he  was  found  dead, 
wita  a  great  deal  of  blood  under  him  ;  and,  upon  search,  it 
was  discovered  he  had  first  shot  himself,  and  the  wound  not 
proving  mortal,  he  had  thrust  a  knife  after  the  ball  Sir 
waiter,  w  hen  he  heard  his  son  was  slain,  said,  that  he  mat- 
tered not  the  losing  of  a  hundred  men,  so  as  his  reputation  had 
been  saved.    He  was  afraid  of  incurring  the  king's  di^lea* 
sure,  and  with  grief  and  sickness  brought  ver^  low  in  his 
health.    He  is  blamed  for  not  going  up  the  nver  him«^lt 
which  his  indisposition  would  not  suffer  him  to  do.  Nme 
weeks  was  Keymis  searching  the  river,  all  which  time  his 
master  stayed  at  Punta  de  Gallo,  nearer  death  than  life ;  yet 
the  misfortunes  and  disappointments  he  met  with  did  not  alter 
his  resolution  of  returning  home,  though  several  of  his  men 
were  for  landing  and  settling  themselves  at  Newfoundland ; 
othm  were  for  going  to  HcHland ;  but  the  maior  part  of  his 
companj  were  of  his  own  opinion,  to  oomo  hack  to  England, 
happen  what  would ;  so,  rather  like  a  prisoner  than  Genml, 
he  arriyed  with  his  leaky  ships,  first  at  Kinsale  in  Irelandj 
and  then  at  Plymouth. 

Immediately  after  his  coming  to  Irdand,  a  proclamadop 
issued,  setting  forth  the  king's  disapprobation  of  Sir  Walter's 
Gondnot,  and  requiring  that  such  as  were  acquainted  with  any 
particulars,  relating  either  to  his  scheme^  or  to  his  praetieefy 
should  give  information  of  them  to  the  oonndl*  This  pro- 
c]iunation  was  dated  the  eleventh  of  June,  and  thoogn  it 
pretends  to  refer  to  Sir  Walter's  commisaion,  yet  it  meooooi 
things  which  are  not  to  be  found  there.  In  the  kMgioaiBff 
of  the  month  of  Jolj,  Bir  Walter  landed  at  Plymouth,  and 
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beirin^'  of  thi§  procUmation,  resolved  to  surrcoder  himself ; 
hut  as  he  was  on  the  road  to  London,  he  was  met  bj  8ir 
L.ewL?  Staclej,  Vice- Admiral  of  Devonshire,  and  hb  own 
kmsman,  whom  the  coort  had  made  choice  of  to  bring  him 
op  as  a  pnaoner.    This  raao  appears  to  have  acted  very  de- 
c^itfolljy  for  he  either  suggested,  or  at  least  encouraged,  a 
design  Sir  Wmlter  had  frmmed  for  making  hia  eioapey  aad 
vi^Ko  he  had  ao  done,  he  biidy  betrajed  him.    It  waa  thm 
objected  to  Sir  Walt«r»  that  be  mmat  to  eonrej  himdi  to 
France,  and  had  aotoattj  «otcrad  Into  ioiiie  mnambabh  eor* 
mpondflDOO  with  the  FrendilDiig;  bittioniBtyyalltliitflir 
Walt«r  inCndid  was  to  hare  mie  back  again  to  Guiana,  in 
arte  to  eflboa  the  mamory  ofnia  late  miicinri^pt,  bj  a  bap. 
pier  andertaking.   Od  his  ie«nd  i^prahaosoo^liowaiGV- 
md  to  the  Towcr»  from  wbeoee  it  was  alreadj  settled  he 
sMd  never  be  released  but  b  J  (keth.   It  was  the  eemert- 
ness  of  ihe  Spanish  ooort,  b j  thsir  instmnient  Coont  Ooo* 
dooBsr,  produced  this  violenee  in  the  English  eooocib ;  and 
Tet,  if  we  strielH  eoosider  the  matter,  we  shall  find  that  the 
kaeiDnees  wiUi  lAidi  the  Spanidi  ooort  drove  liis  proseeiiti^^ 
is  one  of  the  strongest  prooft  thai  can  be  alleged  m  &voar  of 
Sir  Welfares  sobeoie ;  for  if  Oniaaa  was  a  place  of  no  coo* 
eeqpence,  whj  were  thegr  so  oneasj  aboot  it?  If  Sir  WaL 
tor  hod  been  no  morethanaprojector^whosoog^toreiloro 
lie  own  broken  fortones  hy  fbeciog  other  people,  as  the 
cilnnMij  of  those  ttases  sii|;gcBted,  whj  was  not  he  let  alone  ? 
The  more  espeditio&s  he  nadc^  the  mote  dearij  lus  ioiSlj 
woold  bore  aDpeared,  and  the  greater  advaotage  the  Spoo- 
Hvds  wooU  hove  reeped  from  its  appearaocs,  beeraae  it 
woold  hovedisoottntenanced  all  iiteceeiBpg  proiecti ;  botbj 
Ibaa  eootrivinsr  to  nmrder  hinit  they  most,  m  &b  opimoo  of 
ovsrj  imnortial  jndge^  raise  the  crcmt  of  hb  projtct,  tly^ogh 
Aej  mignt  frighten  people  at  that  time  from  eamrir  ;^  it  iolo 
eoeeotioo.   In  short,  the  Bpaniarda  knew  what  8«r  Waltei^a 
Mends  bsieved;  the  ktter  confided  in  liiin»  the Ibnosr  were 
poaHive  oe  he  was,  because  thej  knew  bj  egperisoes  tlMt 
Owooa  was  rich  in  gold,  and  that,  tf  it  were  ones  tbei^gM  j 
settled  bv  the  English,  there  woold  be  ao  end  of  thehr  e^ 
pira  in  the  West  Indies.    But  to  retom  to  Snr  Walter. 

It  was  difficult,  thongh  his  death  was  already  jftrrtnl.  to 
taike  his  life.  His  eoodoct  in  his  hrte  enettmo,  how  eti- 
mioal  soever  in  the  ejes  of  the  ooort,  was  ikr  from  bei'nK  so 
in  tlie  sight  of  the  nation ;  and,  though  judges  eoold  nore 
hesn  foand  who  nughi  proooooee  it  Moojr  or  tvsmoo,  jet 
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that  time  it  was  not  easy  to  meet  with  a  jurj,  who,  taldog 
this  upon  trust,  w  ould  had  \nm  i^uilty.    The  commissionere, 
therefore,  who  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  who  had  over  and  over  examined  him,  finally  re. 
poi  lid,  that  no  gTt>\uid  of  lee^  judgment  coold  be  drawo 
from  what  had  parsed  in  this  Tate  expedition.    Upon  thii,  ft 
was  resolved  to  call  him  to  judgment  upon  his  former  ser- 
tence.    lie  was  taken  out  of  his  bed  in  the  fit  of  an  ague, 
itad  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  wheiv 
Sir  Henry  Montague,  the  chief  justice,  ordered  the  rt-cord 
of  his  conviction  to  be  read,  and  then  dt-njartded  what  lit-  had 
t('  utVer  why  execution  should  not  be  awarded  ?    To  this  Sir 
Walter  pleaded  his  conunis^ion,  which  was  iinmediatelT 
over-ruled  ;  next  he  would  have  instiiied  his  conduct  ic 
Guian;i,  ]>ut  that  the  Cf>iirt  would  not  hear;  and  so  execo- 
tioa  was  awarded,  and  the  kint^'s  warrant  for  it  produced, 
which  had  been  signed  and  sealed  Ix  t'ore-hand.    That  thii 
judgment  was  illegal,  and  that  Sir  Walter  was  really  mur- 
dered, has  been  often  said,  and,  1  btlieve,  seldom  doubted. 

As  the  method  of  bringing  him  to  Ida  death,  was  violent 
and  unjust,  so  the  manner  was  hasty  and  inhuman.  The 
very  next  day,  the  29th  of  October,  Sir  Walter  was  earned 
by  the  Sheriffs  of  Middlesex  to  suffer  in  the  Old  Palate- 
yard.    We  have  many  accounts  of  his  doath,  and  particu- 
larlv  one  written  bv  Dr.  Robert  Tou?ison,  then  Dean  of 
Wt-tnnnster,  afterwards  Bishnp  of  Salisltury,  who  assisted 
him  in  his  last  moments.    He  telis  us,  that  he  had  «iich  * 
contempt  of  death,  as  surprised  this  divine,  who  expostulated 
with  him  thereupon.    8ir  Walter  told  him  plainly,  that  be 
never  f(»ared  death,  and  nuich  less  tiien,  for  which  he  blessed 
God  ;  that  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  thoug-h  to  others  it  might 
seem  grievous,  yet,  for  himself,  he  bad  rather  die  so,  thao  m 
a  burning  fever.    That  this  w  as  the  effect  of  Christian  cour- 
age, he  convinced  the  doctor  himself ;  "and  I  think/'  sajs 
he,  "  all  the  spectators  at  his  death."    He  said  nothing  to 
the  old  plot,  but  justified  himself  fully  as  to  what  haii  beefl 
lately  objected  against  him.    Sir  Walter  eat  his  breakfast 
heartily  that  morning-,  smoked  his  pipe,  and  made  no  more  of 
'  death,  says  my  author,  than  if  he  had  heen  to  take  a  jounwr. 
On  the  scatfoid  he  conversed  freely  with  some  of  the  nobility, 
w  ho  were  there  to  see  him  die  :  iustifiod  himself  clearlr  frnro 
nil  imputations,  and,  like  amaM  of  true  honour,  vindicated 
loyalty,  even  to  that  pusillanimous  prince  who  thus  sacrifrc^ 

.  ^ixa  to  the  ^ipamanU.   J)em  Xounaoo  obMrrei^  tiiat  e? ei^ 
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body  g%re  credit  to  what  Sir  Walter  said  at  his  death,  which 
rendered  Sir  Lewis  Stucley  and  the  Frenchman  who  be- 
travt^l  him,  extremely  odious.  As  to  the  latter,  I  know  not 
what  became  of  him ;  but  as  to  the  former,  he  was  caught 
b  Whitehall  clipping  the  gold  which  was  bestowed  upon  him 
for  this  infamous  act,  tried  and  condemned  for  it ;  and,  hav- 
ing stripped  himself  to  his  shirt,  to  raise  wherewith  to  pur- 
chise  a  pardon,  he  went  to  hide  himself  in  the  island  of  Lundy, 
where  be  died,  both  mad  and  a  b«gg«r,  in  less  than  two  years 
ifter  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

This  end  had  our  illustrious  hero,  when  he  had  lived  sixty- 
fix  years.  We  have  insisted  too  long  upon  his  life,  to  be  under 
MT  necessity  of  dwelling  upon  his  character,  of  which  he 
who  would  /rame  a  ri^ht  opinion,  must  consider  attentively 
his  actioDs  and  his  writings.  He  raised  himself  to  honour 
vhile  living,  and  has  secured  an  endless  reputation  after 
<feath,  by  a  series  of  noble  and  generous  achievements ;  he 
acted  in  very  different  capacities,  and  excelled  in  all.  He 
distinguished  himself  as  a  soldier  by  his  courage,  and  by  his 
oooduct  as  a  commander ;  a  bold  sailor,  a  hearty  friend  to 
Mimen,  and  yet  no  admiral  maintained  better  discipline ;  a 
wiae  statesman,  a  profound  scholar,  a  learned,  and,  withal,  a 
practical  philosopher.  In  reprard  to  his  private  life,  a  bene- 
ficent master,  a  Idnd  husband,  an  affectionate  father ;  and, 
in  respect  to  the  world,  a  warm  friend,  a  pleasant  compan- 
ion, and  a  fine  gentleman.  In  a  word,  he  may  be  truly 
ityled  the  Englisn  Xenophon ;  for  no  man  of  his  age  did 
things  more  worthy  of  being  recorded,  and  no  man  was  more 
able  to  record  them  than  himself ;  insomuch,  that  we  may 
of  him,  as  Scaliger  did  of  Caesar,  "  that  he  fought  and 
wrought  with  the  same  inimitable  spirit.'*  And  thus  I  take 
aj  kaTa  of  oua  whom  it  is  impossible  to  praisa  eooi^.' 


Digitized  by  Google 


BBIGN  OF  CHARLES  L 


Upon  the  detth  of  James,  his  only  son  Chaiiei  micceedcd 
bim  with  the  g^enl  approbation  of  his  subjects.  lie  was 
in  the  flower  of  his  age,  had  \vn  himself  a  penon  of  abi* 
litles,  and,  af^er  the  brealdngoff  the  Spanish  match,  had  ren- 
dered himself  for  a  time  very  popalar.  His  father  left  bim 
mueh  iDcu inhered;  for  the  goTenmieiit  was  dmsfikj  in  deM, 
a  war  with  Spain  was  just  begoD,  and  his  prime  mioialWt 
the  Duke  of  Buddogharo;  was  generally  hated. 

The  troth  is,  that  while  Backingham  remained  io  tbe 
king*i  oonnoil,  all  things  were  attributed  to  him,  aod  thm  im- 
tion  was  so  prejudiced  against  him,  that  whatever  was  rgfrnted  < 
to  be  done  bj  him  was  held  a  grievance ;  and  though  no  mam  i 
aaw  this  more  clearly  than  the  king,  yet,  by  an  infiitantaon 
not  easily  to  he  aooounted  for,  he  trusted  him  as  mocliy  and 
loved  him  mneh  more  than  his  fatiier  bad  ever  done. 

The  king*s  marriage  yrith  the  princess  Henrietta- Maria, 
daughter  to  Henry  iV.  of  France,  had  been  concluded  in 
the  lifetime  of  king  James,  and  aAer  his  decease  the  kin^  wnt 
married  to  her  by  proxy.  In  the  month  of  Juiie^  16SS, 
Buckingham  went  to  attend  her  with  the  royal  Dnry,  and  , 


tunate  transaction  ren(lere<l  this  marriat^^e  disagpreeable  to  the 
people ;  and,  as  thia  related  to  the  navy,  it  Mia  under  ovr 

cognizance. 

The  Marquis  D'Ethat,  amhasj^adnr  from  France  to  king 
James,  had  represeritrd  to  his  Majesty,  that  the  |  pr  of' the 
Catholic  king  in  Iialy  was  dangerous  to  all  llurope;  that 
hi*^  Tnn<^ter  was  equally  inclined  ^^  ith  hi<  Fn  itannic  Majesty 
to  curtail  it,  but,  wanting  a  sufhcient  maritime  force,  ims 
desirous  ot  borrowing  from  his  Maj**«*ty  a  few  sliips  to  enaMt? 
him  to  execute  the  design  he  had  forme<l  afrnifist  (it-noa.  The 
kin'^  n'jreed  that  the  great  Neptune,  a  man-of-war,  coni- 
rnruifled  by  JSir  FerdinaiKl  *  Gorges,  and  six  merchant  ^hip*. 
each  of  between  three  and  lour  hundred  tons  burden,  shaiii<i 
ho.  lent  to  the  French ;  but,  soon  after  this  agreement,  the 
Kochellers  Tiiade  application, stating  tliat  they  had  just  ground? 
to  apjM  i  lu  nd  that  this  Engli-1)  -i|uadron  would  be  intploNt*! 
for  df-trovine  th<»  IVotestan!  inierest  in  France,  instead 
diminishing  the  kiiiL''  of  Spr\iir>  j  nwor  in  Italy. 

The  Duke  of  TinckinLrl  ani,  kni>\\it)g  that  this  would  If 
little  relislied  by  Captain  i'l  niiington,  %\  ho  was  to  go  out  Ail* 
miral  of  the  fleet,  and  the  owners  of  the  ships,  he  gare  thm 


brought  her  to  England. 
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private  irisiroctioiis,  contrary  to  the  public  comract  wiili 
France,  whereby  they  were  i  r-  ted  not  to  <-erve  ac^ainst 
Rocbelle  ;  but^  upon  their  c  ii^l^-  into  a  French  port,  they 
vere  told  by  the  1>  il^u  of  Montmorency,  that  ibey  were 
iutwiedto  serve  aiid  should  ser»  e  ^-^i.-t  llochelle;  upon 
which  the  sailors  on  board  the  lleet  signed  apapex  cotiUUDiDg 
tbeir  reflation  not  to  engage  in  that  service,  with  their  names 
mbsseribed  in  a  circie,  that  it  mi^ht  not  be  decerned  who 
aigne^i  first. 

Pennington,  upon  this,  sailed  awaj  with  the  whole  sqo*- 
dron,  and  returned  into  the  DovMy  wlHBee  he  sent  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  ot  Buckingham,  ilaiiiing'  to  be  mcamd  frooi 
that  service.    The  Duke,  willMt  «ffmiaiiHiiH|  the  king,  or 
oonsuiiii^ji^  the  council,  diractod  Aetecwtiryiii  itilc  to  wfita 
a  letter  to  Pennington,  oommaiiSnff  Ilia  to  pot  all  tibe  dupa 
iDto  the  handj  of  the  FndcIu    Thii,  however,  not  takieg 
effect ,  ihe  Duke  surrepti^msly,  aad  wftliovt  the  king**  kaow^ 
ing  any  thing  of  the  design  upon  Rochallej  proomd  In 
letter  to  the  same  efiect.    Upon  lltti»  the  nerehaiit  shipe  were 
delivered  to  the  Freodh;  hut  Sir  Fertfinaado  Gorges,  who 
coTOTManded  the  king's  ship,  weighed  andior  and  pot  to  tea ; 
ar  I  o  honest  were  all  the  foamen  oil  board  the  other  ships, 
that,  except  one  gunner,  they  all  ({iiitted  tiieni,  and  retonied 
to  England ;  hot,  aa  Ibr  Uie  iUps,  they  remaiDed  with  the 
French,  and  were  aetnaih  employed  against  Boehdie. 

In  the  m€AO  time,  the  dengnadll  went  on  of  attacking  and 
ir;  ading  Spain,  and  a  fleet  was  provided  tor  that  ourpose ; 
but  as  Bnddngharo,  in  ouality  of  Lord  BSg^b-Adminu,  had  the 
supreme  direotion  of  tbat  afiir,  the  nation  looked  npon  it 
with  an  eril  eye*  and  were  not  so  mach  displeased  at  its 
miscarriage,  as  glad  of  an  opportniutj^  of  railing  at  the  Dnke 
and  thoee  who  1^  his  inflneooe  were  intnisted  with  theeom- 
mand  of  the  fleet,  and  the  toroes  on  board  it. 

This  war  with  Spain  was  eUefly  of  the  Dukeof  Bnddn^- 
ham's  proenring,  and  seems  to  hare  prooeeded  more  fWnn  his 
personal  distaste  to  Count  OKyarea,  than  any  soUd  motire, 
Howertf  ,  alter  tlie  war  was  begun,  it  ought  eertainly  to  have 
been  proeeented  flrmly ,  because,  though  he  acted  from  priTate 
pique,  yet  without  question,  the  nation  had  been  grierously 
iDjured  hw  the  Spaniards. 

Sir  Bmard  deal,  grandson  to  the  ffreat  Lord  Burleigh, 
was  the  person  of  whmn  the  Dnke  made  choice  for  the  com- 
niandsaa  old  soldkr,  it  is  tme^  bat  no  seaman,  and  therefore 
not  at  aO  qoiilifled  tor  the  supreme  direetwn  of  snofa  an  under* 
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taking.  The  Earla  of  Essex  and  Denbigh  wen  wmkaki 
his  Vice  and  Rear- Admirals ;  and  that  he  ought  be  tba  fitiv 
to  command  men  of  such  quality,  he  was  created  Viaooiiiit 
Wimbledon,  and  had  the  rank  of  Lord-MarshaL 

The  force  employed  consisted  of  eighty  ships,  Engiit^aal 
Dutch,  and  ten  rej^iments.  The  Spanish  Plate  Fleet  was  tbca 
returning  home  with  above  a  million  on  board;  and  if  they  hid 
gone  to  Tercera  they  must  infallibly  have  been  mastm  of 
them,  and  by  the  destruction  of  fifty  or  sixty  galleonSy  would 
have  disabled  the  maritime  power  of  Spain. 

The  General  sailed  from  Plymouth  the  7th  of  Octobefi 
102.'  ;  but,  when  the  fleet  had  prucueJed  some  leagues  to  sea, 
their  ships  were  separated  by  a  storm,  so  that  they  were  many 
days  before  they  came  together  to  their  appointed  rendezvooi 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent.  On  the  19th  of  October,  a  coancil 
was  held,  wherein  it  was  resolved  to  attack  Cadiz,  which 
accordin<^ly  they  did  on  the  22d  of  October.  The  Earl  of 
Essex  stood  iiiio  tlie  bay,  where  he  found  seventeen  good  ships, 
and  eight  or  ten  galleys  ;  these  he  bravely  attacked,  but,  far 
want  of  proper  orders  and  due  assistance,  the  Spanish  siaps 
were  suffered  to  retire  to  Port  Real.  Then  some  thousands  of 
S(tldiers  were  landed,  and  the  Fort  of  Puntal  was  taken  ;  aSi& 
>v  hich  they  proceeded  to  make  some  attempts  upon  the  town. 
The  soldiers  unfortunately  becominfir  masters  of  too  inuch 
wine,  got  excessively  drunk,  and  heeame  so  careless,  thi:  if 
the  enemy  had  known,  or  been  vigilant  enough  to  have  taken 
this  adv  antage,  few  of  them  had  returned  home.  ThefHgbt 
into  which  this  put  their  otiicers,  entrasred  them  to  re-em  Likrk 
their  forces,  and  then  it  wa«  ooDcluded  to  csruiae  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent  for  the  Plot  a. 

The  men  by  this  time  srrew  sickly,  and  by  a  strange  man- 
aprement,  that  is,  distributini?  the  ^^ick,  under  pretence  of 
talking  better  care  of  them,  two  in  each  ship,  the  whole  fluet 
was  infected  to  such  a  degree  as  scarcely  left  them  hands 
enough  to  bring  it  home.  This,  however,  they  performed 
in  the  month  of  December,  fiaving  done  little  hurt  to  th© 
enemy,  and  acquired  no  lionour  themselves, 

Durinii;  the  remain<l<'r  nf  this  unfortunate  rciLrn,  the  naval 
history  oi  England  does  little  credit  to  its  ^mvernn)eut.  To 
the  presumptuoii'^  and  ignorant  administration  of  Ruckinsr- 
ham,  sueoeedeil  the  civil  wars,  when  iTite^tine  strile  jmt  an 
end  to  all  etticient  attempts  to  support  the  natinnal  claiuis  t4» 
supremacy  at  s(  a.  Individuals  of  great  skill  and  bravery 
among  our  sailors  were  not  awaating^  who,  uader  a  d^er- 
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enl  mana(?emeDt,  might  have  made  the  flag  of  Eogland  itUI 
fioat  triumpliant  over  the  waves. 

I  am  now  to  inke  notice  of  such  seamen  as  flourished  within 
the  compass  uf  this  reigD»  and  have  not  hitherto  heen  parti- 
Golarlj  meDtioned, 

SIR  ROBERT  MANSE L  claims  the  first  pl.'ice  amontcst 
these,  though  the  memoirs  we  have  of  him  are  i'ar  from  being 
so  full  as  mitrlit  be  wishe<i.  He  was  descended  from  a  verj 
ancient  fa.mily  in  Giamorgaiiiihire.  lie  addicted  himself 
eiifl}  to  the  sea,  and  under  the  patroiiage  of  the  famous 
Lord  Howard  of  Elhiigham,  Lord  High-Admiral  of  Eng- 
land, came  to  he  a  considcraijle  officer  in  the  fleet,  aod  in 
the  Cadiz  expedition,  received  the  honour  of  knighthood 
from  the  Bar!  of  Essex,  who  thenceforward  received  him 
into  his  special  favour;  and  in  the  bland  voyage  ho  was 
La}/.ain  of  tfie  Adrnirars  own  ship.  Upon  his  return,  he 
adhered  to  hia  old  patron  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and 
remained  in  qaeen  Elizabeth's  favour  during  all  her  reign,  in 
%hjch  he  was  often  enniloyed  at  sea,  especially  in  the  defence 
of  the  coast ;  and  in  this  servic  e  was  remarkably  successful, 
particularly  in  1662,  when  Sir  ilobert  attacked  six  of  the 
Spanish  galleys  going  to  Flanders,  sunk  three,  and  dispersed 
the  rest.  This  gallant  action  the  Dutch,  and  after  them 
the  French  historians  having  very  much  misrepresented,  Sir 
Itobert  in  his  own  justification  drew  up  a  complete  relation 
of  this  service,  which  he  addressed  to  his  great  friend  and 
patron  the  Lord  High-Admiial,  an  extract  from  which 
curious  and  authentic  paper^  we  here  present  the  reader | 
mostly  in  his  own  words : — 

*  On  the  23d  of  September,  beini,^  in  the  Hope,  and  hav- 
ing in  my  company  the  Advantage  only,  of  the  queen's  shi])s, 
which  Captain  Jones  commanded,  and  two  Dutch  men-of- 
war,  I  rid  more  than  half-channel  over  towards  the  coast  of 
France  upon  a  nortii-west  and  south-east  line,  myself  being 
nearest  that  coast,  Captain  Jones  next  to  ine,  and  the  Dutcn 
men-of-war  a  sea-board,  and  to  the  westward  of  him.  The 
smaii  f  »r(  e  at  that  time  present,  and  with  me,  remaining 
thus  di-.pnM  d  for  the  intercepting  of  the  galleys,  having  dis- 
inii>sed  the  Datch  men-of-war,  that  served  under  me,  upon 
their  own  intreaty,  to  revictual  and  trim,  and  having  em- 
ployed the  rest  of  the  queen's  ships  npon  special  services.  I 
descried  from  my  top-mast  heads  six  low  sails,  svhich  some 
look  for  gaiiejsj  others  affirmed  them  to  be  small  barks  tha^ 
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had  struck  their  top-saiis,  and  bound  tVnni  Dieppe  towards 
the  Downs.  To  which  opinion,  thoiii;ii  I  inclined  most,  vet 
T  dirf'fted  the  master  to  weigh  and  stanil  with  them,  that  I 
miu:ht  learn  some  news  of  the  galU  ys  ^^  Ijicb,  by  your  Lord- 
glii])  s  advertisement  sent  me,  I  knew  had  either  pa«se<J  me 
that  niLC^it,  or  were  near  at  hand,  unless  the  sea  had  swal- 
lowed them  up  in  the  storms  which  had  raged  three  days 
before.  Having  set  myself  under  Fail,  the  ^veatbrr  grew 
thick,  which  obliged  me  to  lash  some  two  points  from 
tho  wind  towards  the  English  cnast,  lest  the  continuance  of 
that  dark  weather  might  give  them  power  to  run  out  ahead 
of  me.  About  eleven  o'clock  the  weather  cleared,  when  I 
discovered  them  plainly  to  be  the  Spanish  galleys  so  long 
expected,  at  which  time,  with  the  rest,  I  plied  to  receive 
them  by  crossing  their  fore-foot  as  they  stood  along  the 
channel,  which  they  endeavoured  till  they  perceived  that,  by 
the  continuance  of  that  coarse,  they  could  not  escape  tM 
power  of  my  ordnance. 

"  All  this  time  these  two  fly-boats  were  between  them 
Mid  me;  and,  as  the  slaves  report  that  swam  ashore  st 
Pover,  they  determined  with  three  galleys,  to  have  boarded 
each  of  those  ships,  and  could  have  executed  that  resolutioD, 
but  for  the  fear  of  her  Majesty's  great  galleon,  (as  they 
termed  the  Hope),  whose  force,  that  th^  ahomied  in  thnt 
kind,  considering  the  disadvantage  that  twice  six  of  the  best 
galleys  that  ever  I  saw  hath  by  Bghtiog  agaiDSt  one  ship  of 
Eer  forcei  I  do  as  much  commend,  as  otherwise  I  do  detest 
their  shuDefQl  working,  in  that,fiillof  cowaidliiiess  and  weak- 
ness, they  rowed  back  to  the  westward,  and  spent  the  day 
bj  running  away,  in  hopes  that  the  darkneee  of  the  mg\k 
would  giTe  them  liberty  sufficient  to  shun  the  only  ship  they 
feared,  or  that  was  indeed  in  the  sea  at  that  time  to  gire 
them  llie  cause  of  fear,  I  mean  between  them  and  Dunkirk 
or  Newport.  This  error  only  of  theurs  bred  their  confoskNij 
as  you  may  perceive  by  the  sequel. 

For  they  no  sooner  hegBn  that  coxirse  of  rowing  back 
again,  bnt  I  instantly  made  signs  for  Gaptain  Jonesy  in  the 
Advantage  of  the  queen* s,  to  come  to  me^  whom  I  presently 
directed  to  repair  to  Calais  road,  and  thence  to  send  the 
alarm  into  the  States  army  assembled  before  Sluys,  and  to 
advise  such  men«of-war  as  kept  on  the  coast  of  Flanders, 
upon  any  other  occasion,  to  stand  off  to  the  sea,  to  meet  with 
the  galleys  in  the  night,  which  should  be  chased  by  me,  with 
my  i^hts  in  my  top-mast  heads»  and  a  continual  disdiaigiog 
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of  mj  ordnance.  Captain  Jonef  having  ^^iiap»ed  Id*  cr»nr«ie 
•ct'jrdin^  to  mj  directions  1  p^ve  orckfTe  for  b'^-istijig  and 
triramimr  of  mj  sails  bx  tb^  wind  to  kf»pp  *i^L:  C'f  the  cal- 
hja  :  the  twa  heimg  stiii  MMmthar  of  la^  Ouai  tbt 

*•  Which  cbace  we  held  till  sun-serting,  obserrmsr  tbis 
ccmr«e  followin^r  all  the  dav.  TheT.  beinij  aweatber  c>f  rue, 
kept  their  continual  boards,  thai  the  raLr-ys.  were  aJwjiys 
between  them;  arid  mrself  beiBz  to  It-eward.  made  such 
short  tum^  as  I  kept  all  the  aften*o€'n.  in  a  manner  eren  in 
the  very  eye  of  their  c-^ar^e,  between  iliem  aijd  the  plac*e  of 
tueir  desi^rn,  ever  discbaririni:  mv  bt*rt  ordnance  to  n  am  the 
Answer  of  her  M*i«»5tv'6.  that  rode  bv  mv  dirertkm?  at  tLa 
Downs  upon  important  K-r>ice,  a?  tout  lord^-hip  kn^w  etb; 
and  the  Flemings  thai  -.^^^re  there,  haiinir  left  tLe  Mja,  upon 
unknown  grounds  to  me,  (\ff\  stMl  from  TPortsmorrtt  bribe 
ino5t  provident  direction  of  bt-r  sarred  Maie«tT.  t^^  :.  ut  the 
Ci^.^.^^^  *jI  ibe  g'alley*,  uj^on  ertisero-eDt*-  iitr  H;;rb- 
u&stSt  recfaved  of  their  be-ing  put  to  sea,)  to  8*et  5Ail,  who  eib« 
bftd  received  no  understanding  of  the  gallrvs^  neitber  cuae 
they  within  shot  of  them  lUl  after  night,  howsoerer  the 
repulatioD  of  the  serrice  is  wholly  challenged  bj  them, 

"  EUiving  given  yottr  lordship  m  aeeoaat  maw  Mb  dmf 
wm  ikot  mot  hj  vm  ham  ti^ht  o*dock  ntfl  1^0  mmmg, 
wbdA  wMfc  nieie  <Miify  kobt,  I  Iwwech  jov  lofddiip  to  m 
plettod  to  MikrHattJ,  ttaft  with  the  mltda^  ct  ^  wm  I 
eodld  both  «fiMm  die  &hip8  btt  MBtmed  vote  eeB  et  the 
]>ow]M)aiid  the  gaUc^B  to  liMP«  set  their  teil^dmeti^ 
mme  doee  ihmd  ovr  Aan,mA  of  then  hmag  oat  of 
of  ^  other,  aad  bt  Dutch  eooeorts  by  this  tiM 
to  have  been  left  I7  the  gaUeys  to  a  ftm  ^M.  Wheal 
pereeiTod  them  to  hold  that  eoane,  wlech  woald  brh^  ihtm 
wfthia  dwt  of  the  Aniwer,  and  the  rart  thee  were  hi  the 
BowxM,  I  held  a  deen  contrarr  come  frooi  thcaa  tovarde 
the  ooeet  of  Fraaoe,  to  eooftna  the  nnait  piFf.age  thej 
thoaght  to  ifaid  OD  oar  eoaetywUeh  eootiiiaed  until  the  report 
of  their  battery  gave  ma  aawriatu  of  tiia  gaU^ 
CBgajEod  with  them. 

Sow  the  battery  begaa»  who  hcgaa  it,  how  it 
tiiraed,  how  cadedfaodto  whomthe  ropotaiioa^^  the; 


ia  dae,  I  leare  to  be  oooaidcrod  by  roar  lordship  by  ^  per- 
aaal  of  the  true  discome  Mkmiig,  Tbe  Anawer  of  the 
qaegOj  which  Captain  Broadgato  eomamaded,  aa  the  rode 
JDore  aoatherij  at  the  Downa  tbaa  the  FlcBa^nga,  to 
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ilia  firat  to  the  galleys,  and  bestowed  twenty-eight  pieces  of 
ordnance  on  themy  before  the  Flemings  came  in^  who  at 
length  seconded  him  with  very  many  shot. 

"During  this  battery  of  ours  ^ipon  the  galleys,  which  I 
80  ttrai,  IjLvause  they  never  ex(  haiij^ed  one  shot,  at  the  very 
first  report  of  t  he  Answer's  ordnance,  I  directed  the  master 
of  my  ship  to  haar  up  with  the  south  end  ut  the  Goodwin, 
with  which  directions  I  delivered  my  reasons  publicly  as  I 
stood  on  the  poop  of  my  ship,  viz.,  that  if  I  stood  directly 
into  them  (the  galleys)  before  I  could  recover  the  place, 
would  either  be  driven  ashore  or  aunk,  and  so  there  would 
prove  no  need  of  my  force,  or  else  by  their  nimble  sailing 
they  would  escape  the  j^hips,  of  whom  (once  getting  ahead) 
they  could  receive  no  iin}iediinent ;  for  there  ^\  hs  no  one  ship 
but  the  Advantage  in  the  t»ea  that  could  hinder  them  to 
recover  any  port  in  Flanders,  or  the  east  countries  (Siuyft 
only  excepted),  unless  I  stayed  them  at  that  sand-head. 

"  Having  recovered  as  near  that  place  as  I  de-ired,  I  stayed 
at  least  r  quarter  of  an  hour  before  I  could  either  see  the 
^M-Uey,  hear  or  sec  any  of  those  «ihips,  their  lights,  or  report 
of  their  ordnance,  which  made  me  and  all  my  r(.ni{»any  hold 
opinion,  that  they  had  outsailed  the  Answer  and  the  rest  of 
the  rieinin^s,  and  shunned  Fi.:c^t  of  me,  by  going  a  sea-board 
of  my  ship,  which  1  so  verily  believed,  as  I  once  directly 
determined  to  sail  for  Sluys,  with  hope  only,  that  the  pre- 
paration which  I  know  the  States  had  there,  w  onld  be  able 
to  prevent  their  entrance  into  that  place.  Whilst  I  re* 
mained  thus  doubtful,  or  rather  hopeless,  to  hinder  their 
recovery  of  Dooktrk  or  Newport  in  case  they  had  been  a 
lea-boiUHl  of  me,  some  of  my  company  descried  a  single  galley 
pljing  from  the  shore  to  get  ahead  of  my  ship.  When  she 
approached  within  oaliver-ahot,  I  diaohargpea  about  thirtj 
pieces  of  ordaanee  of  my  loww  and  upper  tier  at  her  aloM( 
nyielf  wilh  many  other  in  my  ahip  saw  when  her  main-yard 
was  shot  asunder,  heard  the  report  of  many  shot  that  hither 
hulli  heard  many  their  most  pitiful  outcrieit  whkb,  when  I 
perceiredto  con&me,and,  instead  of  making  way  froamei  to 
near  me  what  she  could,  I  forebore  shootiogt  and  coannanoBd 
one  thai  apoke  Iho  Portngnesc  language  to  tell  them,  that  I 
waa  contented  to  reoeiYe  them  to  mercy,  which  I  wonld 
iMHXirdingiy  have  perfonnedf  had  not  the  other  five  gaDcTS 
oflteed  toftand  ahead  of  ma  al  that  very  iiutaiit»  and  tfiarsfa 
would  havo  left  me»  m  thej  had  both  the  first  two  Duica 
ahipsy  and  afterwwdi  the  Aniwer,  with  the  real  of  the 
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FlemiogSy  had  I  omitted  mf  ttudl  time  of  executing  the 
•ivwt^ge  I  Ind  of  their  hdng  on  mj  hroadmde,  whi^,  at 
OfMBTs,  was  to  effectually  employed,  (howsoerer  the  night 
imreiD  this  senrice  was  performed  might  hinder  the  par- 
ticnlaF  mention  of  their  hurts,)  as  none  can  deny  but  that 
Ood  pleased  thereby  only  to  v,  ork  their  confusion  :  for  since 
that  time^  none  hath  said  or  can  speak  of  any  one  shot  made 
towards  them ;  yet  four  of  them  are  «unk  and  wrecked,  the 
&£ih  past  doing  the  enemy  service,  and  the  si-xth  tluy  are 
forced  to  ne'.v-huild  at  Dunkirk,  where  (if  I  hv  not  much 
deceived)  she  will  prove  more  chargeahle  tbaa  protitablet 
the  default  rest  n-it  in  ourselves, 

"  The  difajTLLineut  betwwn  the  Dutch  captains  them- 
»elve^»  touching  tiie  stemniinL''  and  sinking  of  the  ^'•alieTS 
(whereof  one  challenged  before  vour  lordship,  and  iii  many 
other  public  places,  to  have  stemmed  and  snnk  t^\u  himself), 
and  the  printed  pamphlet,  containinL''  tliu  stemming  and 
soking  of  three  tr?^lleys,  gives  the  reputation  tliereof  to  three 
tererM  captains,  amongst  whom  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
first;  and  whereas  there  are  but  two  in  all  sunk,  1  leave  to  be 
reconciled  amuni?  themselves,  and  to  your  lordship,  whether 
that  the  same  ot  right  appertaineth  not  to  her  Majesty's  ship 
the  ii"pe,  in  respect  of  tht^  alle^^ati<;ns  before-mentioned, 
alar  whereof  bein^*  to  he  provt  d  by  the  oaths  of 
my  whole  company,  and  maiutaiued  witii  the  hazard  of  my 
lUe,  with  that  which  folio  weth 

*•  1.  A-a  the  shooting  of  the  single  galley's  main -yard  ;  my 
bestowing  above  thirty  pieces  of  ordnanoe  upon  that  one  gal- 
ley withiu  le<s  than  caliver-shot. 

^  2.  That  they  in  the  galley  nede  many  lamentable  out« 
cirie-  r>  r  my  receiving  them  into  meroj. 

3.  That  I  wolildaoeorfiDgfy have  reeaired them,  btitfbr 
giving  them  orer^  to  epoeonter  wkh  the  ether  flve  g>Bqfi| 
^hich  eke  hid  left  ne  to  a  am  efaeee. 

«  To  these  Mioiie  I  add  llie  esMtioii  oT  tfM  Yiee-Adni. 
rsl  Idmsaify  who  told  ne  (whitooefer  he  ipeke  in  other 
places)  thai  odo  of  the  nlleys  wliioh  he  atemmed  hod  her 
main-yafd  ahot  oaaiider  before  his  eoning  aboard  har;  by 
whiiMooyir  rfm  ires  fhtm  atiramnndi  jcmr  Imrdihip  may  Jedj^n 
spbo  inieail  httf  oonaidaeiiig  die  aiade  no  raaiMnoe  hj  hm 
am  mpofif  hot  hf  mag  to  him  for  mimsf* 

«  Tonehing  the  other  galler  iii<iaanail  end  amikt  I  hsfo 
ebeadj  proved  how  ehe(aa  all  the  raat}  had  got  ahead  the 
Aaawer  of  the  quean's  not  Munedt  and  the  vast  of  the  Stataa 
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nsD-of^war  with  her,  who  challeage  the  whole  credit  of  lidb 
senrioe.  They,  as  all  other  seamen,  cannot  deny  hut  thai 
the  gallejrs  will  ontaail  all  ships  in  sueh  a  loome  gue  of  wind 
and  smooth  sea  as  we  had  that  night 

^  The  gallejst  hebg  then  atti<£er  of  sail  than  thej,  how 
ootdd  they  by  any  means  posnble  fetch  them  up  but  by  some 
impediment?  Impediment  they  reeeiTed  none  but  by  my 
oranaaee^  which  amounted  to  great  shot  at  tlioee  five 
which  came  last  fVom  the  shore,  when  all  the  AipB  were 
aboYO  a  mile  astern. 

800109  notwithstanding,  ont  of  tiieir  detracting  disposi* 
tions,  may  perchance  say,  that  the  two  which  were  wrecked 
at  Newport  would  have  noished  by  storm,  though  they  hsd 
not  been  battered:  whereto  though  I  hare  snffieieotly 
answered,  first,  in  showing  that  they  m^ht  hare  recoTered 
any  of  the  places  thereabouts  before  dghto*c1ock  that  night, 
but  for  me,  and  then  the  second  time  before  the  morning, 
had  they  not  been  encountered  by  me  alone,  at  the  South* 
sand  head ;  yet,  for  further  proof  that  they  miscarried  hj 
our  battirv  only,  I  say,  that  if  one  of  the  galleys  whicn 
received  least  damage  by  our  ordnanue  did  outlive  Fridav  s 
•Storm,  continuing  till  Saturdav  noon,  being  driven  among 
the  iijlaiids  of  Zealand,  to  recover  Calais,  then  surely  tho^e 
two  (unless  tliuy  had  been  exceedingly  torn)  would  have 
made  shift  to  have  recovered  the  ports  of  Newport,  Grave- 
ling, or  Dunkirk ;  especially  since  from  the  place  where  I 
battered  them  they  might  have  been  at  the  remutt^t  of  those 
places,  about  four  hours  before  any  storm  began.  But  such 
seemed  their  haste  to  ^ave  their  liv^  as  their  thought  raa 
of  a  shore,  and  not  of  a  harbour. 

**  Now  that  I  have  delivered  unto  your  lordship  the  whole 
and  true  discourse  of  this  business,  I  shall  forbear  to 
trouble  your  patience  with  any  further  relation  of  that 
night,  and  next  day's  spending  my  time,  (though  the  same 
in  their  chare  had  like  to  have  cost  her  Majesty  her  ship, 
and  the  lives  of  as  many  as  were  ia  her,)  and  couclude  with 
admiration  of  their  not  liolding  her  Majesty's  ship,  nor  I, 
(lier  unworthiest  servant),  and  then,  and  vet,  bv  ber  Hifcrh- 
ness's  grace,  and  your  lordship's  favour,  Admiral  of  the 
forces  in  that  place,  am  not  once  mentioned,  especially  since 
the  six  galleys  might  safely  have  arrived,  before  seven  o*cloek 
that  nignt,  at  any  of  the  ports  of  Flanders  to  the  westward 
of  Ostend.  And  that  the  Dutch  ships  had  not  oome  from 
an  anchor  in  the  JDowns,  hot  for  the  ngns  (signals)  tbey 
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received  from  me.  Then,  that  the  force  of  her  Majesty's 
-hip  wherein  I  was,  enforced  them  to  keep  close  aboard  the 
English  shore,  whereby  those  ships  in  the  Downs  had  power 
Tiven  them  to  como  to  fi^btf  which  fight  WM  begim  by  thtf 
A'^-wer  of  the  queen's. 

And,  la.'itly,  since  the  galleys  escaped  their  battorv,  and 
h^f\  {gotten  ahead  those  shi[)«  above  fi  mile  at  least,  and  never 
receive*!  any  impediment  :it"ier  but  only  i>y  tnc,  whi>  liiiuffrcd 
tbem  (as  you  haire  hear  I  )  imtil  the  coming  up  of  those  slups 
that  challenge  to  stem  tli 'in  ;  whieh  ht  ing  granted,  I  cannot 
S€5e  how  any  other  credit  can  rightly  be  given  them  (for  that 
stem  I  mean)  than  to  a  lackey  for  piUagiog  of  that  dead 
body  which  his  ma«^ter  Iki  I  >lain.*' 

There  were  three  motives  which  indnced  me  to  inse  rt  this 
relation,  long  as  it  is,  in  this  work.  First,  because  the 
paper  is  very  curious  in  itself,  and  well  drawn.  Next, 
Wause  it  d*j^i  honour  to  the  memory  of  its  autlior,  Sir 
Robert  Maiuel.  Lastly,  as  it  shou  s  tlie  correctness  of  thoj^e 
times,  when  every  thini<  was  tixainined  into,  and  sifted  to 
the  Terr  b  ottom,  wiiicli  made  officers  fe<>  tender  of  their 
clk*ractLi  -  ,  that  they  were  ever  ready,  upon  iiiiy  such  occa* 
rion  ao  lius  before  us,  to  render  a  strict  account  uf  their 
conduct,  in  so  full  and  circumstantial  a  manner,  as  abso- 
luUfly  silenced  calumny,  and  left  no  farther  room  for  dispute. 

To  prevent  the  navy  from  receiving  any  prejudice  by  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham's  resignation.  Sir  Robert  Mansel  applied 
bimjseU  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  whom  he  a<l vised  to 
scoept  that  office ;  and  when  he  excused  himself  on  account 
of  his  youth  and  want  of  experience,  told  him  why  he  thought 
Im  fittest  for  the  place.    He  ohaerved,  that  in  time  of 
peace  the  best  aenrice  thai  could  be  done,  was  to  look  well 
to  the  oonitant  repair  of  the  turn,  and  to  rebuild  oocaabn- 
1%  sodi  sbipa  as  waoted  it;  and  that  by  applying  himself 
isndhioasly  to  the  datj  of  hia  cAoe»  he  tugbt  aoqamaO  tbe 
faiowledge  that  was  neeessary,  before  aDT  war  should  call 
biffl  into  action.   Thus  the  Duke  was  wought  into  the 
eAoe  of  High-Admiral  by  the  persnasion  of  Sir  Bobert 
Mraiel,  upon  very  just  motiTes:  neither  was  it  at  all  to  the 
preindiee  of  his  old  master;  for  the  Earl  of  Nottingham 
had  a  peoskm  of  one  tboosand  pounds  a-year.   This  trans- 
action happened  in  I6I69  and.  Sir  Bobmrt  Mansd  was*  by 
the  Doke  of  Buckingham's  Interesty  made  Vice-Admiral 
for  life. 

The  Daks,  by  his  adrlce,  did  another  thing,  whidi  waa 
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rvj  oommendable.  He  procuged  *  commlsnoiD  to  be 
granted  to  aereral  able  and  esperieneed  persons  for  the 
numagemeDt  of  the  imit7»  wUdi  bad  Yerj  good  efTects:  nay, 
there  ti  strong  rsMoo  to  believe,  considering  the  gi^eat  con- 
fonon  into  wnkdi  things  afterwards  fell,  that  the  fleet,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  this  eommisrion,  would  have  been  alK  - 
lutely  rained;  whereas,  by  the  help  of  it,  it  was  so  weU 
preserved,  that  Bncldngham,  upon  his  impeachment,  ac- 
quitted himself  better  in  what  related  thereto,  than  in  regard 
to  any  other  article. 

In  1G20,  Sir  Robert  Mansel  commanded  the  fleet  fitte«i 
out  against  the  pirates  of  Algiers.  However  unfortunate 
he  was  in  the  management  of  that  expedition,  yet  there  seems 
to  be  no  reason  to  conceive  he  was  in  any  great  fault.  It  is 
admitted,  that  he  advised  it  from  a  generous  and  public 
spirited  motive,  the  desire  of  raising  the  English  reputation 
at  sea,  and  freeing  our  trade  from  the  insults  of  these  rover? 
His  knowledge  in  his  profession  must  have  been  very  exten- 
sive, as  well  as  his  character  as  a  gallant  officer  high,  since  we 
find  him  recommended  by  Sir  John  Pennington  to  the  King, 
in  1642,  as  the  properest  person  to  seize  the  fleet  for  that 
prince's  service:  his  authority,  as  Vice- Admiral  of  England, 
as  well  as  his  known  and  prreat  reputation  with  the  seamen, 
being,  as  was  suggested,  like  to  meet  with  little  resistance 
from  the  power  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  had  found 
means  the  year  before  to  bring  it  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Parliament;  but  his  Majesty  was  apprehensive  lest  Sir 
Robert's  advanced  age,  and*  the  infirmities  that  attended 
thereon,  might  render  the  attempt  hazardous,  though  he  had 
a  great  opinion  of  his  courage  and  integrity. 
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BIR  WILLIAM  MONSON  ^vas  the  third  son  of  Sir 
Juiiii  Muiison,  ot*  Soutii  Curlton,  in  LincohishirL,  and  born 
ID  1569.  He  was  a  student  iu  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  for 
&U)ut  two  years ;  hut  being  of  an  iiclive  and  martial  dis- 
poMtion,  he  soon  grew  wearv  of  a  contemplative  life,  and 
applied  liimself  to  the  sea-service.  It  was  in  the  beginning 
of  i|iiecn  Elizabeth's  war  with  bpain,  that  he  entered  on 
this  profession;  and,  indeed,  he  appear^  to  have  heen  led  to 
ii  l»v  the  wildfie«is  of  yuulh;  tor  he  was  tiiLii  only  sixteen 
jeir»  age,  and  entered  himself  without  the  knowledge 
of  hi-  1'j.reats.  ills  wages  were  ten  shillings  a  month,  and 
hi^  coodition  that  of  a  private  man.  lie  on'^avred  in  his  first 
voyage  on  board  a  small  bark,  commi>bi(jnt"l  to  geize  upon 
the  Spanish.  This  vessel,  in  company  with  anotin  r,  sailed 
trtjin  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  they  met 
an  i  Hoirded  a  S'»anish  ve-scl  of  tlu'cc  hundred  tons  burthen, 
well  manned  and  armed,  returning  from  Newi'oaadiADd } 
which  yielded  after  an  obstinate  engagement. 

In  1589,  he  was  Vice- Admiral  to  the  Earl  of  Cumber- 
land, in  bis  expedition  to  the  Azores,  and  at  the  taking 
©f  Fajal,  where  he  did  very  great  service  ;  but,  in  the 
retaniy  be  endured  such  severe  hardships,  as  threw  him  into  a 
violent  illness,  which  kept  him  at  home  the  whole  year  1590« 
TIm  extramtty  we  endured,**  says  he  in  bis  Naval  Traots» 
"  was  more  temble  than  befell  en j  Aip  in  the  eighteen  years* 
war :  for,  laying  aside  the  continual  eipeo^talion  of  death  by 
shipwreck,  and  the  daily  mortality  of  our  meD,  I  will  qpeek 
of  oar  famine,  that  exceeded  all  I  have  known  in  the  coorse 
of  my  life.  For  sixteen  days  together  we  never  tasted  a 
drop  of  drinky  either  beer,  wine,  or  wnter ;  and  though 
we  had  plenty  of  beef  and  nork  of  a  year*s  saltings  yet  did 
we  forbear  eating  it,  for  making  us  the  drier.  Many  drank 
nU-wafter ;  and  those  that  didf  died  suddenly ;  and  the  last 
words  they  osoaUy  spake  was  drink,  drink,  drink!  and  I 
dare  boldly  say,  that  6t  five  hundred  men  that  were  in  tfiat 
ship  lefeo  years  before,  at  this  day  there  is  not  a  man  alire 
but  myadf  and  one  more.** 

In  1591,  he  senred  a  seoond  time  under  the  Earl  of  Cum* 
beriand,  who  was  eomnussooned  to  act  against  the  Spaniards. 
They  took  several  Spanish  ships ;  and  Captain  Monson  being 
aent  to  convoy  one  of  them  to  England,  was  snrroonded  and 
taken  by  six  Spanish  galleys,  after  a  long  and  bloody  fight. 
They  detained  him  as  an  Imtage,  for  the  performance  of 
certain  ooTeoants,  and  carried  mm  to  Portugal,  where  he 


Digitized  by  Google 


178 


BIft  WttXUM  miftow 


was  kept  prisoner  two  years.  Not  disooiiraged»  howofer,  al 
this  ill  luck,  he  entered  a  third  time  into  the  Earl's  service  in 
15d3 ;  and  be  behaved  himself  in  this,  and  in  all  other  expe- 
ditionsy  like  an  able  and  undaunted  seaman. 

In  1594^  he  was  created  Master  of  Arts  at  Oxford ;  and  the 
following  year  he  married;  but,  previously  to  his  marri* 
age,  he  engaged  again  to  attend  the  Earl  of  Cumberland  to 
sea,  nn  his    ice- Admiral,  in  the  Rainbow.     When  thev  had 
sailed  a  few  leagues  towards  Spain, the  Earl,  without  >a\iDg 
anvthing,  suddenly  quitted  liie  voya^a-,  and  appointed  another 
captain  for  his  own  ship;  which  so  much  disirusted  ^lon-OD, 
that  he  betook  himself  to  his  own  adventure  ;  aua  after 
having  maile  a  limitless  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  and 
suffered  much  by  storms,  he  returned  to  Plymouth.  In 
1596,  he  served  in  the  expedition  to  Cadi/,  being  captain  of 
the  Repulse;  and,  for  his  services  on  tliis  occasion,  received 
the  honour  uf  knighthood.     He  was  very  near  being  killed 
on  this  occasion,  but  escaped  in  a  remarkable  manner.  He 
was  preserved  by  a  bullet  hitting  upon  his  sword,  as  he  had 
been  also  at  the  island  <»f  fet.  Mary's  in  1589.    His  own 
account  of  this  is  as  follows  : — "  In  that  conflict  (at  Cadiz)  I 
M  us  sliot  with  a  musket-bulb  t  through  my  scarf  and  breeches, 
and  till'  handle  and  pummel  of  my  sword  shot  froi^i  niv  side, 
without  any  fuvtli(  r  hurt.    And  at  an  ciKounti  r  the 
island  of  St.  ^lai  yV,  my  sword,  which  1  placed  naked,  and 
the  point  upward,  was  shot  asunder,  an  d  the  bullet  j>a«5eil 
through  the  belly  of  my  doublet,  which,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  my  sword,  had  done  the  like  through  iny  bciiy."  Sir 
William  adtls,  "  By  the  way,  this  I  note,  that  as  the  sword 
is  the  death  of  many  a  maHi  so  it  hath  been  twioe  the  pre- 
server of  my  life." 

In  1697)  he  commaDded  the  Rainbow  in  the  expedition  to 
the  Azores,  under  the  Earl  of  Essex ;  and  if  the  Earl  hid 
followed  Sir  William*s  advice,  he  would  have  made  himsdf 
ma'^ter  of  the  Spanish  Plate  Fleet.  In  1602,  he  went  out  as 
Vice- Admiral  in  the  Garland,  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  with  Sir 
Bichard  Lewson>  Admiral;  and  they  were  so  successful  as 
to  ie^^e  a  caracki  worth  a  million  of  pieces  of  eight.  Sir 
WiUiim  Monson  was  employed  in  several  other  ezpe<]itioni^ 
and  was  highly  hononred  and  esteemed  during  ^ueen  Elisa- 
beth's reign.  But  military  men  were  not  long  Jamei*! 
favoarites ;  and,  after  the  death  of  EluBabetb,  he  received  but 
little  favonr  at  court.  Howeveri  in  1604,  he  was  appointed 
Admiral  of  the  Narrow  Seis;  in  this  station  he  oonthmsd 
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till  the  rear  1 6H) :  during  which  time  he  supported  the  honooF 
ht'  til.  iJ:  ..'li.'.ii  riair  ag^ainst  the  insolefK»e  of  the  Dutch,  of 
wLich  he  irv-quenily  complains  in  his  "  Naval  'I'racts  and 
protected  our  traf3e  ag'ainst  the  encroachments  of  France. 

Not withstAndinK  the  long  and  faithful  services  of  Sir 
WHliam  Monsoo,  he  had  the  mutfortune  to  fall  into  (lisgraoe  ; 
and,  through  the  resent  meat  of  some  powerful  courtiers,  was 
impnaofDed  ra  the  Tower  in  ldl6  ;  bnt»  after  having  be^^n 
ciamined  by  the  Lord  Oliief  Juftioe  Coke  asd  Secretarj 
Winwood,  D»  was  discharged.  He  wrote  a  vindicatuni  of 
hk  ooodoet,  entitled,  ^  Oonoeraing  the  huoleodes  of  the 
Datch,  and  a  Jastilloatk>D  of  Bir  WiQiam  Monsoo.**  His 
flsal  against  the  insolencies  of  the  Dnteh^and  in  promotiiig  an 
inquirj  into  the  slate  of  the  nafy,  contrary  to  the  sense  and 
inelinatioD  of  the  Eerl  of  Nottin^^mn,  then  Lord  High-Ad- 
airal,  seems  to  hare  been  the  oeoeskm  of  his  troobles.  He 
had  also  the  misfortnne  to  hring  upon  hiasdf  a  general  and 
molar  odianii  hj  retaking  the  Lady  Arabella  Stnart,  after 
mr  escape  oat  of  England  in  Jnne^  I6II9  though  it  was 
acting  euetly  according  to  his  orders  and  doty.  This  lady 
ivas  confined  to  the  Tower  for  her  marriage  with  Williani 
Btjmum^  as  it  was  pretended ;  though  the  true  caose  of  her 
eaaiinenicnt  wa%  her  being  too  nearly  allied  to  the  crown  of 
Bnglaod,  However,  Sir  William  Monson  soon  recovere<] 
hb  credit  at  court;  for  in  1617,  he  was  called  before  the 
pnry  coiuicsl»  to  give  his  opinion  how  the  pirates  of  Algiers 
miffii  be  soppreased,  and  the  town  attacked .  He  was  against 
the  expedition;  notwithstanding  which,  it  was  rashly  under- 
taken. 1 1  e  was  also  apfaintt  two  other  injudicioos  midertak- 
ii^  which  were  as  injudiciously  managed  in  the  Tears  I '125 
ai^  1<I28$  nanielT>the  expeditions  to  Oadia  and  the  isleof  iihf'. 
He  was  not  employed  in  these  actions,  because  ho  found  fault 
with  the  minister's  measnres;  bnt  in  1635,  it  being  found  * 
necessary  to  equip  a  large  fieet|  In  order  to  break  a  confeder- 
acy that  was  forming  between  the  Freodi  and  the  Dutch, 
he  was  appointed  Vice- Admiral  in  that  armament,  and  per* 
ibrmed  Ins  duty  with  gre&t  honour  and  bravery. 

This  was  the  last  public  service  in  which  Sir  William 
Monson  was  cneraged.  He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days 
hi  peace  and  privacy,  at  his  seat  at  Kinnerslej,  in  Surrey, 
where  he  digested  and  finished  his  "  Navn!  Tracts.'*  He  died 
there  in  1643,  in  the  «eventy-third  year  nf  his  age.  lie  wa« 
a  very  able, active,  and  intelligent  sea-commander,  pf^sses&ing 
great  brareryi  and  uncommon  skill  in  maritime  aiaurs. 
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Tlie  N»v»l  TmcH  are  divided  ioto  mz  books»all  on  differ. 
•Dt  siilgeota,  mud  all  equally  ewnom  and  isstmctiTe.  The 
tell  book  is,  for  the  moat  part,  a  ooUeetioti  of  erety  yeir't 
aotioMy  in  the  war  against  Spain,  on  onr  own,  npon  the 
Spanish  ooaat,  and  in  the  Weal  Indies.  A  brief  namtife; 
for  no  more  is  aaidy  but  the  foree  they  were  ondertakenwiA, 
and  the  aooeess  of  the  enterprise;  yet  the  des^  is  tnsfaoir 
flie  reasons,  either  why  they  nusearned,  or  why  ao  fittis 
advantage  was  made  where  they  sacoeeded.  In  soow  he  is 
more  partieobr  than  in  others;  and,  what  perfaajis  msy  Is 
still  of  vse,  he  sets  down  the  abnsee  in  the  fleet,  nd  ^ 
methods  of  redressing  them.  His  aeeond  book  oonUumi 
the  method  of  the  first,  beginning  with  fhtheriy  instraotes 
to  his  son ;  whence  he  proceeds  to  the  peace  with  8pdn.  Bs 
inveighs  against  the  Dutch,  shows  the  ill  management  of  a 
design  against  Aliriers,  and  makes  very  curious  remarks  <m 
the  attempt  upon  Cadiz  by  kinfif  Charles  1.,  disclosing'  methodf 
how  Spaiii  liiight  liave  been  much  more  eTidan^^ere<i ;  with 
other  particulars  about  the  shipping  of  England^  <iiid  sover- 
eignty of  the  seas. 

xbe  tliird  book  treats  of  the  admirahy  ;  that  is,  of  all 
thinprs  relating  to  the  royal  navy,  iVom  the  Lord  HiL'^h-Ad- 
mirul  to  the  meanest  person  f mployed  ashore,  anJ  tu  ihe 
cabin-boys  at  sea  ;  and  froui  a  eouiplete  fleet  to  the  smallj^ 
vessel,  and  the  parts  of  it;  witli  instnjctinn>  for  all  officer?, 
the  size  ot' all  sorts  of  jxnns,  all  kinds  of  allowMucos  on  Ikotu 
the  king's  "^liips,  an<l  excellent  directions  for  tiL^iting  ats€»; 
an  account  uf  all  the  harbours  in  the  three  kincrdoni?,  "wHth 
many  ntli.  r  important  matters.  The  fourth  Look  is  of  a 
very  ditierent  nature  from  any  of  the  rest,  being  a  brief  col- 
lection of  Spanisli  and  Portukniese  di?coverle<i,  and  conquest* 
in  AlVica,  Asia,  and  Amf  riea  :  with  some  vov»iecs  round  thf 
world,  and  somewhat  of  the  first  settling  both  of  Er^h^b 
and  French  plant ntions.  The  tifth  book  is  full  of  projects 
and  schemes,  for  manapincr  at^'airs  at  sea  to  the  best  advan- 
tage for  the  nation.  The  sixth,  and  last,  treats  of  ti^^!Tiir. 
and  is  intended  to  show  the  infinite  addition  of  wealth  aai 
itrength  it  would  bring  to  England. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

KATAX  HISTORY  DURING  TUB  COMMONWEALTH — THE  PROTECTORATE 

 WARS  WITH  THE  DUTCH — WAR  WITH  SPAIN — ADMIRAL  DLAKB 

 THE  RESTORATION  CHARLES  II. — STRUGGLE  WITH  THE  DUTCH 

FOR  THE  SOVEREIGNTY  OF  THE  SEAS — JAMES  II. — DUKE  OF  ALBK- 
llARLE  —  EARL  OF  SANDWICH  —  PRINCE  RUPERT — LAWSON  — 
K.EMPTHORNE — 8PRAGGE — AND  OTHERS. 

At  the  very  commencement  of  their  struggles  with  the  king, 
the  parliament  saw  the  importance  of  securing  the  fleet  in 
their  interests,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so.  In  the  spring  of 
the  year  1641,  they  directed  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  to 
fit  out  a  fleet  for  the  nation*s  security  by  sea,  and  placed  sup- 
plies at  his  disposal  for  that  purpose.  On  Northumber- 
land's falling  into  bad  health,  the  command  was  transferred 
to  the  Earl  of  Warwick ;  and  Sir  John  Pennington  and 
others,  who  were  suspected  of  a  favourable  disposition  towards 
the  king,  were  removed. 

Captain  Cartwright  having  refused  the  post  of  Vice- 
Admiral,  without  the  king's  permission,  that  office  was  given 
to  Batten,  who  was  one  of  the  most  disaffected  towards 
Charles.  The  parliament,  as  they  had  shown  care  in  securing 
the  fleet,  so  they  showed  wisdom  in  managing  it ;  the  ships 
being  kept  in  good  repair,  and  the  sailors  regularly  paid. 
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Tb€  king,  howerer,  did  not  iat  down  taraelv  under  this  los*^ 
but  msitW  various  attracts,  hr  persuasion  and  by  force,  to 
f^^ain  hi?  pow  er  At  5t»» — and  this  led  to  frequent  battles,  witli 
^Ariovi  su^i^e?*:  hwi  we  cla^lly  pass  over  these  contests  of 
y.r.^.'i^hnwii  A^\\n>x   Kiii:U>hinon.      The  f  arliiM^ent  ulti- 
lUAtelv  \jui:e  de?trvvv-i  ii.e  ro\;il  power  a:  >c;u  uhl^uu^u  th^' 
SitritV  was  perseTerinirly  prolon^red  by  Prince  Rupert,  who* 
with  >uch  ship^     adhered  to  the  kinir's  interest,  did  mucli 
damage  to  the  English  commerce.    The  English  Admirals 
were,  tirst,  Wan^ick,  and  opon  his  remoTal,  Deane,  Pop- 
ham,  and  chieBj  Blake,  who  wis  now  rising  into  the  highest 
rmitation.    Arar  th»  djapgraipn  of  Prinoe  Rapart*s  ieet^ 
Aomind  BUe^  on  hk  fctim  to  England,  wasraoaTed  with 
great  ^toot  hj  the  partuanent*  had  the  thanks  of  the  hooa^ 
Totcd  him,  and  In  ooq|nnetioii  with  Deane  and  Pooham,  waa 
made  Adiniral^'Commandiny«ln^'ehief  for  161(1 .   Tlie  Islaoda 
of  ScittyyandTarioasnbeeaintlie  West  Indies  and  Aineriea» 
whidi  still  h^  ovt  nr  the  king,  were  lednoed  hy  the  oarw 
fiammtary  commanders,  who  foon,  howeTsr,  fbond  a  nobler 
employment  Ibr  thsir  hnrerj  and  enterprise  in  a  war  widi 
the  I>ntdi. 

Thecanass  of  the  Dutch  war  arediflerentljrdated.  The 
tmth  seems  to  be,  that  the  old  commonwealth  grew  jealona 

of  the  new  one,  Mid  began  to  appr^iend  that  whatercr  the 
rest  of  the  world  might  be,  Holland  was  like  to  be  no  gainer 
hj  this  change  of  government  in  England.  ThenartiaoieBt 
on  the  other  side  was  jcalons  of  its  sovereignty,  and  expected, 
therefore,  extraordinarj  marks  o{  regfirditom  all  the  powers 
with  which  it  corresponded.  The  murder  of  Dorislaw^ 
whom  thej  had  soit  %vith  a  publie  character  to  the  Sute«, 
incensed  Uiem  exceedingly;  nor  were  thej  better  satisfied 
with  the  reception  that  St.  John  and  the  rest  of  their  auK 
baasadors  met  with ;  and  therefore  had  little  regard  to  the 
expostulation  of  the  Dutch  about  their  act  of  navigatieo, 
which  was  certaini/  a  well-contrived  measure,  both  for  pre. 
serrlngand for  extending  the  tradeof  this  nation.  The  Dutch, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  extremely  alarmed  when  they  found 
the  English  commonwealth  insisting  on  the  soverei|pi^  of  the 
sea*  the  right  of  fishing,  and  licensing  to  fish ;  dispoeed  to 
carry  the  point  of  saluting  by  the  Hag  to  the  utmost  height ; 
and  behaving  so  in  all  respects,  that  tlm  States  were  con- 
vinced tboy  woulil  act  upon  King  C'h»'\rle«i*«i  plan,  with  this 
^rr>at  ath  iritiire  of  raising  money  in  much  larger fumst and 
jet  with  far  less  trouble  than  he  did. 
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It  im  iofbe  ipriag  ^  tbe  j«ir  1^5%  thit  Unngt  mm$ 
to  tttranidM ;  Imt  it  was  waroily  jBtpatad  then,  and  m 
Bot  fvUj  settled  at  tins  6Mjf  who  wars  tha  aggraasota. 
The  firat  blood  that  was  drawn  in  this  qaaml*  waa  oeea* 
aoned  bv  Ooramodore  Yoon^s  firing  apon  a  Dotah  mm^ 
of»wsr>rortbaeaptain*srafnfiDg  himthahooonrof  theflag, 
Tfaia  waa  on  tha  14th  of  Mav  IW2,  Cummodon  Young 
aeCiad  with  graat  eaatioo,  and  gavatha  Dutch  all  tha  op|>or* 
tnaitj  of  avotdii^  a  d^mta  thej  could  denra.  Ua  sent  his 
boat  on  board  tha  Dutchman,  to  paranada  him  to  ttgike : 
hnt  tha  capt2un  answered,  that  tha  Btatoi  Imd  threatcttad 
to  taJce  off  his  haad  if  ha  atrack  i  and  tha  figlit  began*  in 
wUch  tha  aofloqr  waa  so  rooghlj  fjandiadj  aa  to  ba  obljgad 
to  strike. 

Admiral  Van  Tranp  waa  at  sea  with  a  fleet  of  upwards 

of  forty  aailt  to  protect,  as  waa  giran  out,  the  Dutch  trade. 
Thia  fleet  oooiing  into  the  Downs,  mat  with  a  mall  sqaadron 
ndsr  tba  command  of  Major  Bourne,  to  whom  Van  Tramp 
aant  word,  that  be  was  forced  in  by  atrcss  of  wsirthar; 

Bourne  answered,  that  tha  truth  of  this  wooki  bcrt  appear 
by  the  shortness  of  hh  stay,  and  immadiateij  sent  notice  to 
hm  Admiral.  Tha  naxi  daj  Van  Tromp^  with  hia  fleet,  bora 
doam  upon  Blake  in  Dover  road,  and  on  hu  comin^r  near 
him,  Biake  fired  thrice  at  his  iiai^ ;  upon  which  tiie  Dutch 
Admiral  returned  a  broadside.  For  nwij  foor  hottrs  Blake 
was  engaged  almost  alone,  but  by  degrees  the  weather  per* 
Bitted  hi-'  f^^'t  to  come  in,  and  then  they  hrhaved  bravely. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  eng^aj^emerit,  which  iaj^ed  from  four 
in  the  afternoon  till  nine  at  ni^ht,  Bourne  joined  htm  with 
ilts  eight  ships,  upon  whi^^h  the  enemy  boru  away. 

In  this  Lattie  the  yk-i^'vy  was  clearly  on  the  -ide  of  the 
Enf^liab,  as  the  Dutch  writers  them«el?es  confers,  there 
bein;:r  two  Dutch  ships  taken  and  one  disabled;  whereas  the 
En^li-^b  lost  none:  and  yf-t  the  ine<^jualitv  in  force  wa*  very 
f^reat.  The  Dutch  fleet  consisted  at  fir*t  of  forty-two  «hipt, 
and  Blake'«  only  of  fifteen;  and  even  at  the  end  of  thehght, 
h*^  had  no  more  than  twenty-three.  The  Admirals  wrote 
each  of  them  an  account  of  this  affair  to  their  masters, 
wherein  thev  contradict  each  other :  but  with  this  difference, 
that  thei'f*  !-  lio  di?j>rovine  any  on  i'  l*^  n;  -  ntioned  in  Blake's 
letter;  wlj*-rf-:i'  th^'-r^  .ire  severa!  i;ji-t;Ln'.'-  in  Tromp's  ;  such 
as,  that  Boui  rit .^^juadron  coIi^i*ted  of  t^s  .  1\  .  lar^^e  ship?, 
which  could  not  btj  true.  Besides,  he  o\mi  tint  his  flag" 
wa6  out  ail  the  time.    The  States  themselves  were  sensible 
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of  being  in  the  wrong,  an«l  at  th*^  same  time  so  mnrtitied  that 
their  fleet,  notwithstanriing  its  superiority,  had  been  boatrn, 
that  they  apologi<»<Hi,  anti  sent  over  ai^tlu  r  am}»a?saJor,  the 
Ileer  Adrian  l^aiiuw,  to  proce^Kl  mi  a  tiraty  But  the 
demands  of  the  parliament  were,  in  their  opinion,  tiH>  iii^b, 
and  so  all  tiiought^  of  peace  were  disiuibsied  on  huih  t^iem, 
ami  war  was  proclaim eil. 

The  English,  in  the  meantime,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of 
naviiration,  and  by  way  of  reprisal  for  the  late  bastilitie?  from 
the  Statts-G^'neral,  took  many  Dutch  shijis.  On  Jui.c,  H3r>L\ 
Bhike  brou^^^ht  in  eleven  inerehant  ships,  with  their  convoy, 
coming  from  Nantes.  Captains  'J'aylor  and  Peacock,  in 
two  English  frigates,  engaged  two  Dutch  men-of-w^,  on 
the  coast  of  Flanders,  for  refusing  to  strike;  of  which  one 
was  taken  and  the  other  stranded ;  and)  on  the  13th  of  the 
game  mootb,  Blake  took  twentj-«z  nMEPdiaat  abips,  with 
their  eoDTiiys.  Vice«Ateiral  AyteiMyWlio^kiliiiffQlttrafrM 
the  redttotk)!!  of  Barhadoes,  had  taken  ten  iprthairt  lidpap 
and  four  men-of-war,  attacked  the  St.  Ubei  fleet  of  abont 
forty  sail,  of  which  nearly  dufty  were  takeoi  bmnA  m 
•tranded. 

After  this,  while  the  States,  with  the  ntoioel  diligence, 
were  getting  read^  a  fleet  of  seventy  men-of-war,  vader  the 
oomniand  of  Admiral  Van  Tromp,  Bkke,  with  about  makw 
▼easels,  reoeWed  orders  to  sail  to  the  north  to  disturb 
the  Dntch  flshery.  Sir  Qeoi^ge  Ayseo%  who  had  taken 
Aire  Dntdi  merchant  ships,  was  left  with  the  rsmaindnr  cf 
the  English  fleet,  consisting  of  no  more  than  seven  mea-of- 
war  in  the  Downs.  While  Bkbe  trinmphed  in  the  north, 
Trorop  with  his  fleet  came  into  the  month  of  the  Thamwj 
in  hopes  of  either  surprising  Ayscue  or  ioenlting  the  comt. 
Failing  of  this,  he  sailed  northward  to  intercnt  BUke ;  h«t 
bis  shtpe  being  dispersed  by  a  slmrm,  be  was  dMsppomtad  in 
that  sdieme  aT<o. 

The  people  in  Holland  were  dissatisfied  with  the  ooodnet 
of  Van  Tromp,  which  is  the  case  in  all  free  conntiica  when 
a  commander4n-chief  is  nnsuccessful.  He  aetnd  upon  this 
occasion  like  a  wise  roan,  who  had  a  nice  sense  of  honov, 
first  by  ju^tiffing  himself  to  the  States,  and  then  in  lading 
down  his  commission  to  gratify  the  people*  Tbo  mohi 
objection  again «^t  him  was  his  being  no  great  seai^iir, :  nad 
this  enp^ged  the  States  to  cast  their  eyes  npon  De  liUiyter, 
the  ablest  man  amongst  them  in  his  profession.  He  needed 
the  Qommand,  bnt  accspted  it  onwiilingly ;  for  he  saw  thai 
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m  tbiogs  thni  tlood  fhe  EDdub  wm  superior.  The  |Mr- 
famoBt,  io  the  meMrtime,  toM  oar*  to  itmgtlmi  Sir  Geom 
i^ieiie*s  fl^ety  ao  that  it  was  taoniMed  to  thirty-eight  saD ; 
of  which  ontrtwo wm  Urge  ahipt  and  the  rert  imiiles  and 
iin-ahipa.  With  theae  he  put  to  aea  in  mroh  of  the  Date  h , 
look  maoj  rieh  prieee,  and  at  last  met  with  De  Bajter,  who^ 
with  a  Beet  eqeal  to  hb  own,  was  con?ojing  lioine  between 
iftf  and  ^xtj  mercliaiitiiiea.  Tins  was  on  the  18th  of 
Angtist,  1653,  and  as  oor  Adoiiral  was  emising  off  Plj- 
flMth,  It  was  abottt  one  in  the  afternoon  when  the  fleets 
ensBe  m  fight.  Be  Boyter  took  twenty  of  the  mereliant 
sh^  into  his  line  of  battle,  and  was  then  readj  to  enga^. 
The  flgfafc  began  ahoot  torn,  when  the  English  Admirali  with 
BiBe  others,  charged  throngh  the  Dutch  fleet;  and  hanng 
tims  got  the  weauer-gage,  attacked  them  again  very  brave]  j, 
and  so  they  continued  fighting  till  night,  which  parted  them  | 
of  &ir  George*8  fleet  hsTing  very  little  to  do  in  tlie 
aeCieiL  Most  of  the  captains  who  did  thsb  dntjr  were 
wouiMled,  and  a  flre-ship  was  lost.  On  the  other  side^  the 
Dvtch  wers  miserably  shattered,  so  that  manj  of  their  best 
shJpe  were  searoely  able  to  keep  the  sea.  Sir  George 
Ajeeae  followed  them  for  some  time  the  next  day,  and  then 
tetnmed  into  Pijmooi^  Sound  to  refresh  his  men  and 
repnir  his  ships. 

The  war  was  not  long  conflned  to  the  coasts  of  Britain, 
hot  spread  itself  into  manj  seas.  Every  wind  brought  the 
news  of  fresh  destmetion  and  slaughter.  About  the  latter 
end  of  the  same  month,  the  Dutch  Admiral,  Van  Galea, 
with  eleren  men-of-war,  met  and  attacked  the  English  com- 
modore, Richard  Bodley,  with  three  men-of*war,  a  fire-ship, 
and  three  or  four  merchant  ships,  homeward  bound  from 
Scarideroon  n  n  l  Smyrna.  The  first  day's  fight  bc<ran  in  the 
attemoon,  ort'  the  island  of  Klba,  on  the  coast  of  Tuscany, 
and  lasted  till  niirht,  witli  little  advantaf^e  to  rithor  party. 
The  Dutch  liistorians  airree  that  tlire^  of  their  men-of-war 
being  se5»arated  in  the  nic^ht,  and  afterwards  becalmed,  could 
not  come  up  so  as  to  have  n  '^linrp  in  the'^ocond  enq-agement. 
On  the  other  side,  the  English  parttil  iVuin  iln  ir  morrhant 
s-hip-s,  which,  beinpf  heavy  and  richly  laden,  wvvv  ordered  to 
make  the  best  of  their  wav  to  the  nearest  hnrbour. 

The  next  morning"  the  four  Knirlisli  bein>^  attacked  by  the 
eiarht  Hollanders,  the  fi;i;ht  was  renewed.    Van  Oalen  beiran 
a  close  enL'a'j'eTiK'nt  with  the  Enf^li^h '^ommodorp;  but  bt 
disabled  ia  hi&  rigging,  and  having  recuved  three  shuta  uadar 
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water,  and  been  thrice  on  fire,  he  was  forced  to  u  ave  him. 
Another  of  the  enemT*s  largest  ships,  renewing  the  attack, 
lost  her  main-mast:  whereupon  the  English  frigate,  the 
Phoenix,  seizing  the  opportunity,  boarded  the  disabled  Hol- 
lander, but  being  too  weak,  was  taken  after  a  sharp  ti>.''ht, 
wherein  most  of  her  men  were  killed  or  wounded.  In  the 
menu  time,  Commodore  liudley,  being  again  boarded  bv  two 
of  the  enemy's  ships  at  once,  defended  himself  so  resolutelr, 
that  they  were  both  beaten  off  with  the  loss  of  their  captains. 
Bodley,  left  by  the  enemy,  having  lost  about  a  hundred  men, 
followed  the  merchantmen  to  Porto- Longone.  The  eDemj 
loit  three  of  their  cantains  in  the  fight. 

Bl«ke»  DOW  in  the  mnneli  did  muA  dam^  to  fho  coemj  ; 
and  hostilities  haTingbeeo  oommitted  on  the  coast  of  New* 
fonndland  by  the  Frendi,  onr  Admiral  attacked  a  aqoadroa 
of  their  ships  going  to  the  rdief  of  Dunklrlr,  took  or  do> 
stroved  them  all,  by  which  means  this  important  place  hSL 
into'tlie  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Dnteh,  seemg  tliw 
trade  injured^  and  i^rehensiTeof  worse  conseooenoest  fitted 
ont  another  fleet  nndler  the  command  of  Be  Witte^  and  scat 
it  to  join  De  Buyter,  who  was  appointed  escort  to  a  number 
of  merchantmen.  Alter  the  junction  of  these  fleets^  and  Um 
sending  tlie  shipe  tbey  were  to  convoj  into  HoUaad*  tbe 
Admirals  showed  a  design  of  attacking  tbe  English  naTT, 
and  Blake  gaTe  them  a  fair  opportunity  of  execntine  ihar 
intention,  But^  when  it  came  to  the  point,  the  Dotdi  fieet 
covered  themselves  behind  a  sand  buik|  whbh^howeverydid 
not  hinder  Blake  from  attacking  them. 

He  divided  his  fleet  into  three  squadrons;  the  firrt  cooi- 
manded  by  himself,  the  second  by  Vice-Admiral  Peon,  and 
the  third  by  Rear-Admiral  Bourne.  It  was  about  three 
when  the  engagement  began,  and  the  English  qniddj  ^a- 
covered  their  rashness  in  attacking  an  enemy  under  such 
disadvantages;  for  the  SovereigDy  a  Dew  ship,  struck  imme- 
diately on  the  sands,  and  so  did  several  others ;  but,  gettiug 
off  airnin,  the  English  fleet  stood  aloof  till  De  Witte  came 
freely  from  his  advantages  to  a  fair  engagement,  which  was 
boldly  begun  by  Bourne^  and  gallantly  seconded  bv  the  rest 
of  the  fleet.  A  Botch  man-of-wari  attempting  to  board  the 
Sovereign,  was  sunk  by  her  side,  and  this  by  the  first  dis- 
charge she  made.  Soon  after,  a  Dutch  first-rate  was  taken 
by  r.tptain  Mildmay,  and  two  othor  men-of-war  were  sunk, 
a  third  being  blown  up,  De  Wittu  retired,  pursued  I'V  the 
English  fleet  as  long  as  it  was  light.    The  next  day  Blake 
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continua  l  the  ehace,  till  within  twelve  leaij^ue>  of  the  Dutch 
siiore,  and  then  returned  in  triumph  to  the  l)i/\vn«,  having 
k>«t  about  thre*^  hundred  men  and  havincf  as  many  wounded. 
I'arliament  tuuL  care  to  provide  liospitals  near  Dover 
and  Deal,  and  seot  abo  th^  tb&uks  to  the  Admiral  aud  his 
o5ieer5. 

The  States,  not  disc  'ur.icred,  repair-'d  and  augmented  their 
fleet,  and  Van  Tromp  ag.au  put  to  sea,  uu  this  occasion,  with 
better  success,  having^  ^nven  i>lake  a  severe  defeat  in  the 
Downs,  on  the  29th  of  November.  The  parliaiiient,  not- 
witbstandii)'_^  thi-i  disaster,  continued  their  favour  to  our 
Admiral  and  naiucd  iiiiu  a^^aiii  ilieir  general  at  sea,  ni  coiijuuc- 
ti«>n  with  Deane  aud  Monk.  Bv  extraordinary  exertions, 
the  fleet  was  refitted  to  the  number  of  sixty  men-of-war, 
with  which  Blake  succeeded  in  encountering  Van  Tromp 
while  little  expected,  and  forced  on  an  engageuieot  much 
celebrated  in  English  naval  hbtory. 

Blake  and  Deane  were  both  on  board  the  Triumph,  and 
with  twdve  sloot  sbipn  kd  thdr  flflet«  and  fdl  in  first  with 
the  Dutch  on  the  18th  of  Febnuurj,  1653,  abont  eight  in  the 
marmxue.  They  were  very  rough  Ij  treated  before  the  rest 
of  the  fleet  oame  though  gdObntly  seconded  by  Lawson 
to  the  Fsorfax,  and  Oaptwn  Mildway  in  the  Vanguard.  In 
the  Triaraph,  Blake  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  with  a  piece 
of  iron,  aiM  the  same  piece  of  iron  tore  Oeoeral  Deane's 
ooat.  Capt^n  Ball,  who  commanded  the  ship^  was  shot 
deed,  nd  fell  at  Blake^s  feet :  his  seeretarj  was  likewise 
kiOed  reociTiog  his  orders;  he  lost,  besides  these,  a  hoodred 
eenoieD,  and  the  rest  were  most  of  them  wounded,  and  lus 
elup  eo  mtsei«bly  shattered,  thai  it  had  little  share  in  the  two 
next  days  fights. 

In  the  Fairfax  there  were  a  hundred  men  killed,  and  the 
sihip  much  torn ;  the  Vanguard  lost  her  captain  and  many 
neo.  The  Prosperous,  a  ship  of  forty -four  guns,  was 
boarded  hj  Be  Buyter,  and  taken ;  but,  De  Iinyter*s  ship 
being  at  that  instant  boarded  by  an  English  man-of-war. 
Captain  Vesey  in  the  Merlin  frigate  entered  the  Prosperous, 
ana  retook  her.  The  iissistance.  Vice- Admiral  of  the  blue 
squadron,  was  disabled  in  the  bej^nins  of  the  fight,  and 
brought  off  to  Portsmouth,  wbither  the  Advice  quickly 
followed  her,  being  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  sea.  Tromp, 
who  was  long  engaged  with  Blake,  lost  most  of  his  officers, 
and  had  his  ship  disabled ;  De  Ruyter  lost  his  main  and  fore- 
top-maat,  and  very  narrowly  ea^iped  being  taken.  One 
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Dutch  man-of-war  wa^  bluwn  upf  and  ^  more  were  eitbrr 
sunk  or  taken. 

Frida)^  night  was  spent  in  repairing  the  damage,  and  making 
the  necessary  dispositions  for  a  second  engagement.  Oo  Sa- 
turday morninj^  the  enemy  was  seen  ^ain  seven  leagues  off 
Wev mouth,  whiiher  the  £nglish  plied,  and  came  up  with  them 
in  tlic  ailternoon,  about  three  leagues  to  the  north-west  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  Tromp  bad  again  drawn  his  fieei  tc^rthMr^ 
and  ranged  it  in  the  form  of  a  half-moon,  locioBng  the 
DierohMit  ships  within  a  semi-circle,  and  in  thai  pwUir»  h« 
nuuntainod  •  retraiiing  fight.  TIm  English  mue  imnl 
dMperate  attadcii  ttriTii^  to  break  through  tothemercbant 
ships ;  on  whbh  ooeatton  De  Ruyter^s  shin  was  again  m 
roughly  treated*  that  she  was  towed  ont  or  the  fleet.  At 
half  the  merchantmen  finding  thet  conid  be  no  longer  fto^ 
tectedy  began  to  shift  for  themselTee,  by  throwing  part  of 
their  goods  overboard  for  tlie  greater  eiqpedition*  Aooord- 
ing  to  Blake*s  own  letter,  eight  men«of^war  and  foortaen  or 
sixteen  merchant  ships  were  taken,  and  the  fight  oontiMed 
all  night. 

On  Sundar  morning  the  Dntch  were  near  BoulogBe^ 
where  the  fight  was  renewed,  but  with  Iktle  effect.  Tromp 
had  slipped  away  in  the  dark  with  his  merchantaen  to 
Oalais-^Mids,  where  he  anchored  that  day  with  forty  eafl; 
the  wind  foTOuring  him,  he  thence  tided  it  home,  our  fleet 

Sursuing  bnt  slowly ;  as  for  Biake,  thongh  he  feared  not 
^utohmen,  jet  he  dreaded  their  shallow  coasts;  howerer, 
the  Captains  Lawson,  Marten,  and  Graver,  took  each  a 
Dutch  man-of-war;  Fenn  picked  up  many  of  their  mar- 
ohantmen.  On  the  whole^  the  Dutch  nad  the  better  the  first 
da^,  lost  round  the  second,  and  were  clearij  beaten  the 
third.  They  lost  eleven  men-of-war,  their  own  accoonts  wn 
bnt  nine^  thirty  merchantmen,  fifteen  hundred  men  lolled,  aM 
as  many  wounded.  The  English  lost  only  the  Sampee^y 
which  Captain  Button,  finding  disabled,  sunk  of  ht^  owm 
accord;  in  men,  their  loss  was  little  inferior  to  the  Dutch. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  fight  Blake,  who  had  been 
long  a  land-officer,  made  use  of  a  good  body  of  soldiers,  and 
with  all  the  success  he  could  wish :  jet  this  is  no  precedent 
in  any  but  such  a  war  as  this  was,  since  these  troops  had  no 
time  to  languish  or  grow  sick,  but  were  cngag^od  almost 
as  soon  an  they  were  put  on  board.  The  people  contri- 
buted readilv  and  pleiitifnilv  to  the  relief  of  our  wounded 
seamen,  and  the  Dutch  on  their  aide  complimeoted  Xnunp 
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on  his  conduct,  which  was  certainly  no  more  than  he 
deferred. 

The  war  thus  vigorously  begun  by  the  parliament,  was 
DO  less  vigorously  pursued  by  Cromwell,  when  he  had 
usurped  the  whole  powers  of  the  State.  Besides  number- 
l»s  reoconnters  between  detached  squadrons  or  single  ships 
of  the  English  and  Dutch  fleets,  repeated  pitched  battles 
took  place,  attended  with  great  slaughter  and  loss  on  both 
ndes.  Deane,  who  fell  in  one  of  these  battles.  Monk,  Mon- 
tigne,  Penn,  and  Blake,  were  the  toost  distinguished  among 
the  English ;  while  the  Dutch  were  gallantly  led  by  De  Witte, 
Van  Velsen,  De  Ruvter,  and  Van  Tromp.  Of  these,  Van 
Trorap  stood  pre-emment,  and  was  one  of  the  ablest  enemies 
the  English  superiority  at  sea  ever  encountered.  The  States 
buried  him  with  all  pomp  and  paid  every  respect  to  his 
memory.  We  have  given  his  portrait  a  place  among  those 
of  oar  own  naval  heroes.  He  was  killed  bv  a  musket  ball  in 
a  tremendous  conflict  which  took  place  on  the  Slst  of  July, 
1653,  and  which  lasted  two  days,  and  ended  in  the  total 
defeat  of  the  Dutch.  They  lost  twenty-six  ships  and  about 
four  thousand  men  killed. 
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The  States  were  at  length  giad  to  come  to  terms  with  tbe 
Protector  Cromwell,  ana  a  peace  was  concluded  in  Aprtl^ 
1654.  Hostilities  between  the  two  States  had  not  continued 
ouite  two  years,  and  yei  in  that  time  the  English  took  do 
rower  than  one  thousand  seven  hnndred  prises,  valoed  bj 
the  Dutch  themselves  at  sixty-two  millions  of  guilders,  or 
near  six  millions  sterling.  On  the  contrary,  those  taken  by 
the  Dutch  could  not  amount  to  the  founh  part  either  in 
numher  or  value.  Within  that  space  the  English  were  vic- 
torious in  no  fewer  than  five  general  battles,  some  of  which 
were  of  several  davs' duration ;  whcrens  the  Hollanders  cannot 
ju^tlv  boa«t  of  liavirig"  q-nined  one  ;  for  the  action  between  De 
Uuvter  and  Avscue,  in  which  thov  pretrT/(kHi  some  advan- 
tage,  was  no  general  iight,  and  the  advantage  gaincni  by 
Tromp  in  the  Downs  is  owned  to  have  been  irrinc*!  nv#  r  a 
part  oiilv  of  the  Kntrli^h  fleet.  As  short  as  tbi>^  arrei  was, 
it  brought  the  Dutch  to  greater  extremities  Uiau  their  four* 
score  years'  war  with  Spain. 

The  Protector  still  continued  at  war  with  France.  >»iit  ?hai 
power  being  weak  at  sea,  no  naval  transacUou  occurred 
Teouiring  particular  notice. 

The  only  other  transaction.^  of  this  [leriud  to  Ic  luciitiuned, 
mark  strongly  the  bold  policy  of  ('nanwell,  a5  well  as  the 
maritime  power  of  EDgLand  during  hia  vigorous  adminis- 
tration. 

Imme  liatclv  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Duteli  war,  the 
Protector  ordered  all  the  ships  of  his  navy  to  be  repaircih  ard 
put  iulo  goiul  eoiiditiori.  He  likewise  directed  many  new 
ones  to  be  built,  store -houses,  magazines,  &c.,  to  be  filled 
with  ammunition  and  provision  ;  whence  it  was  evident 
enough  that  he  intended  riot  to  be  idle,  iliough  nobody  knew 
against  whom  this  nii^'hty  I'orce  was  to  be  exerttHi.  In  the 
summer  of  the  year  l(jr>4,  he  ordered  two  great  lUets  to  be 

?rtiviiled,  one  of  which  was  to  be  commanded  by  Admir»*i 
(lake  and  the  other  by  Vice-Admind  Penn.  Neither  of 
these  he  I  ;iny  knowledge  of  what  the  other  was  to  attempt; 
so  far  Iruni  it,  they  knew  not  perfectly  what  themselves  were 
to  f>erform.  Their  orders  were  to  be  opened  at  sea,  and 
they  had  no  farther  lights  given  them  than  were  absoJoldj 
requisite  for  making  tbe  necessary  preparations.  Blake^  as 
soon  as  all  thinffs  were  ready,  put  to  sea  and  sailed  into  the 
StridtSy  where  nii  raders  were  to  proonre  satisfaetioB  from 
sttch  prinoes  and  States  as  had  eitiier  insulted  the  go? em- 
inent or  ii^itred  the  oommeroe  of  Engknd.   But  btlnre  his 
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depwiure  It  bid  been  indiirtrioiulT  giveo  out  tfatt  he  was 

to  iotempt  the  Doke  of  Chiiae^  mm  to  protect  the  Idogdom 
of  Iftflhs  from  the  French. 

Hue  Ind  the  daared  eflect ;  it  lulled  the  Speoiards  into  a 
false  security,  and  even  di^HMied  them  to  show  the  Admiral 
all  poeuble  civilities,  who,  very  probably,  had  himself  as  jet 
no  fospicion  of  Cromwell's  dewn  to  break  with  that  natioD. 
The  first  place  he  went  to  was  Leghorn,  where  he  had  two 
aeeoonts  to  make  up  with  the  Chraod  Duke ;  the  first  was  for 
laa  snfajects  purchasing  the  prizes  made  by  Prince  Rupert ; 
tlie  other  for  the  damage  done  by  Van  Galeni  when  Appleton 
was  Ibreed  by  the  Duke  out  of  Leghorn  road.  These 
demands  surprised  the  prince  on  wbrnn  they  were  made ; 
sapeicislly  when  he  imderstood  how  large  a  sum  was  expected 
from  bim,  not  less  in  the  whole  than  a  hundred  and  fifty 
tiboosaod  pounds,  which,  however,  was  moderated  to  sixty 
thousand  pounds ;  and  this  som»  there  is  reason  to  heUersL 
was  actually  paid. 

Most  of  the  princes  of  Italy  were  alarmed  at  the  sailing  of 
this  fleet.  The  Pope  w  rm  no  normer  informed  of  its  arrival 
in  the  Mediterrant  ;in,  than  he  gave  orders  for  the  removal 
of  the  great  treasure  at  Loretto,  with  a  view  of  defeating 
any  desig^n  the  Protector  niiL^lit  have  formed  to  phindcr  that 
rich  monastery,  which  some  industriously  spread  abroad  was 
lasprinrij-al  .urn. 

Thence  he  proceedc  l  to  Algiers,  where  he  arrived  the 
10th  of  March,  1655,  and  anchored  without  the  mole,  send- 
ing .Hi  otlicer  to  the  Dey  to  demand  satisfaetion  for  the 
piraci"- that  ha  l  Iilm  ii  formerly  committed  on  the  ]\;nglish, 
and  the  imnitilicite  i  t  lease  of  all  captives  belonging  to  his 
nation.  The  Dev  aiiswercd  verv  modr>th%  that  as  for  the 
ships  and  «ilave.s,  they  were  now  tlie  property  of  private  jur- 
son?,  from  whom  he  could  not  take  them  with  safety  to 
himself,  but  that  he  woul  l  make  it  his  care  they  siKnild  be 
spi^Niily  redeemed  upon  ea^y  terms,  and  would  make  a  treaty 
>Mih  hnn  to  prevent  any  hostilities  being  committed  on  the 
£nglish  for  the  future. 

The  Admiral  left  the  port  upon  this,  and  sailed  to  Tunis, 
where  he  sent  the  liku  uiessai^e  on  shore,  but  received  a  very 
short  answer:  "  Here  are  our  castles  of  (iuletta  and  Porto 
Ferino;  you  may  do  your  worst;  we  do  not  fear  you." 
Bl.ikc  entered  the  bay  of  Porto  Ferino,  and  came  witliin 
inii-ket-shot  of  tlio  c:istle  and  line,  upon  both  which  he 
pla^  t:d  so  warmly  tii<4i  they  were  soon  lu  a  deftmceless  cou- 
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tftion.  Th&ee  wwe  tim  iiiiie  in  the  road,  mhUk  Urn 
Admiral  molYed  to  born ;  and*  with  tlus  Tiew,  oidowi 
ever}  captain  to  man  his  long  boat  with  ohoioa  men,  and 
direoted  tfaase  to  mUr  tte  harboor  and  £re  tho  sfaipt  of 
Twit,  while  he  and  hie  fleet  oorered  them  froei  the  eaeOey 
by  1  l  aying  eontinnallj  on  it  with  their  cannon.  The  ioaaiw 
in  their  boats  boldly  atsaniteJ  the  oorsttrs,  and  buned  iH 
their  ships,  with  the  loss  of  twentj-fiTe  men  killed  and  foHy- 
eight  wounded.  Thb  daring  aetion  spread  the  temr  of  m 
name  through  Africa  and  Ama,  which  had  long  been  foraid* 
able  in  Europe.  From  Tunis  he  sailed  to  Tripoli,  sad 
coiiGladedapeaoe  with  that  government.  Thence  he  retomed 
to  Tunis,  and  threatening  to  do  farther  execetk>fi,  the  iiibsbo 
itants  implored  his  mercy  and  begged  him  to  grant  ihem  a 
peace,  which  he  did  on  terms  mortifying  to  theiu,  gloiioiu 
for  l)im,  and  profitable  for  his  countrr. 

Tht'  other  expedition,  under  i*eun,  having  on  board  a  large 
huiil  force,  commiinded  by  Oeneral  Venables,  was  destined 
for  the  Spanish  settlements  in  the  West  Indies.  AAerwi 
ill-coiulucledand  unsuccesslul  attempt  uf)on  Ilispariola,  thtv 
succeeded  in  taking  the  important  idlaiid  vt  <huii;iiea,  «hich 
has  ever  since  been  attached  to  the  English  crown.  The 
immediate  consequence  was,  as  indeed  Oomwell  inttndi'd, 
a  war  w  ith  Spahi,  in  which  Blake,  Mimiague,  and  other*, 
distinguished  themselves  as  formeily.  and  sevcrelv  crippled 
the  Spanish  commerce,  to  the  tilling  the  P rot eet «  r  scoffer*, 
which,  indecii,  would  seem  to  have  hot  n  tlic  ji^  incipal  reason 
for  his  engaging  in  the  war.  While  these  events  were  ia 
progress,  the  death  oi"  Oliver  Cromwell  gave  a  new  tura  lo 
the  adairs  of  the  natiou. 


ADMIRAL  "BliAKE. — Amoiiir  the  manv  brave  mtn 
and  able  seamen  w  iio  tiourished  during  the  republic  and  the 
protectorate,  no  one  held  so  conspicuoTi^  a  place  as  Adiniral 
blake ;  and  a  short  aooount  of  him  deserves  a  a^Muraie  place 
to  our  pages. 

Robert  Blake  was  born  in  Somersetshire^  in  Aiigu5t. 
1598.  His  father  was  a  respectable  merchant,  and  bestowed 
upon  him  an  excellent  education.  At  Oxford,  he  w2i 
firet  a  member  of  St.  Albania  Hail*  and  next  of  Wadhsm 
Ci^effe.  After  taking  a  degreCf  and  meeting  with  more  than 
one  disappointment  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  academical 
prelermeDtt  he  left  the  untYerai^^  after  a  reaidenoe  these  af 
aeiren  jeaca* 
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Em  T«p«tfttioii  for  probilj»  and  bis  known  aversioti  to 
MTMCotion,  engaged  the  puritans  to  promote  his  election  as  a 
bin^ess  for  BrS^wateff  in  the  |>arUafneut  which  sat  io  April, 
im.  That  aMemblj  was  dissolved  too  eaHj  for  Mr  Blake 
to  oMks  any  diieovery  therein  of  his  talents  as  a  senator ;  and 
m  the  long  parliament,  which  sat  soon  after,  he  lost  his  elec- 
tion. When  the  war  hroke  out  between  the  J  ing  and  the 
pariiament,  he  declared  for  the  latter,  and  took  arms  very 
eirU  in  their  service.  He  was  made  a  captain  of  dragoons, 
in  which  station  he  showed  himself  an  able  and  active 
oScer^  and  was  constantly  employed  when  particular  bold- 
aefe*<  and  dexterity  wf  rr?  requisite. 

In  1643,  we  rtnd  i.liii  at  Bristol,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Fienne^,  who  intrusted  him  with  a  little  fVrt  on  tlie 
line,  iu  which  he  gave  a  proof  of  his  military  tJai  inir:  for, 
^vben  prince  Kupert  attacked  that  important  place,  and  the 
governor  had  ag-reed  to  •surrender  it,  Blake  still  held  out  his 
lort,  and  kiUod  several  of  the  kiiiLf  tnrces.  This  exas- 
persttd  1 11  lice  Uiipert  to  tuch  r  d. ';:ree,  that  he  talked  of 
lian^PL,'  him,  ha^i  not  scmu  ii  ii  iid^  in!pqx)sed,  and  excused 
biin  '»n  af^^^ouiit  of  his  want  of  ovjurii  ficf  in  war;  and  at 
tLeir  reque::t,  he  w  as  at  la^t  }>rt  \  :iiied  ODj  though  not  without 
moch  dilficuUy,  to  give  up  tlie  fort. 

lifter  this  he  served  in  Somersetsiiire,  under  the  comiiiand 
of  Fopham,  who  was  ^uvei  nor  of  Lyme,  of  whose  regiment 
BUke  sva.s  lieutenant-colonel.  As  he  wa^  much  beloved  in 
his  country,  and  as  the  greatest  part  of  the  regimeut  were 
Somersetshire  men,  he  had  such  good  intelHg-encc.  that  he, 
in  conjunction  with  Sir  Hohert  Pye,  surprises!  Taunton  for 
itkn  parliament,  aiiil  was  constituted  gu\  rvnov  ul  that  place. 

(Seneral  Goring  having  come  before  the  place  with  nearly 
ten  thousand  raen,  pressed  i^lake  so  close,  that  he  carried 
all  the  outworks,  and  actually  took  from  liini  a  part  of  the 
town.  However,  he  held  out  the  rest  of  it  and  the  c;istle 
with  wonderful  obstinacy  till  relief  came;  for  which  extra- 
ordinary service  the  parliament  navt-  the  garrison  a  bounty 
of  two  thousand  pounds,  and  Blake  a  present  of  five  hundred 
poands.  All  who  have  preserved  the  memory  of  the  signal 
events  in  that  unhappy  war,  allow  this  to  have  been  a  singu- 
larly gallant  and  soldier-like  action. 

In  April,  1646,  colonel  Blake  roarofaed  with  a  detachment 
from  his  garrison,  and  redoeed  Dunster  oastle,  a  seat  be- 
longing to  the  ancient  family  of  Lntterel,  the  troops  posted 
tberan  hsTing  given  great  disturbanoe  to  tbe  country. 
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Thb  was  flie  last  tnOilarjr  aoUevement  he  perfonned  dnriDg 
this  war. 

It  is  not  em  to  goess  what  indnced  the  wuriiameBt  to 
make  choice  or  hiniy  who  had  alwajs  senred  as  a  bona- 
officer,  to  take  the  supreme  command  of  the  fleet.    All  our 

historians  and  raemoir  writers  are  silent  as  to  their  motive; 
and  therefore  I  hazard  a  conjecture.  The  parliament  had 
lately  taken  upon  themselves  the  rank,  though  not  the  title, 
of  Stated-general,  and  therefore  might  be  inclined  !<-  n.  Lkc; 
use  of  deputies  for  the  direction  both  of  fleets  and  axiuies 
who  were  to  judge  in  great  points,  and  to  be  obered  bv  such 
as  were  skilful  in  their  profession,  either  as  seamen  or  sol- 
diers; for,  in  their  judgment,  to  comman  l  na^  one  thing, 
and  to  act  another.  On  the  12th  of  February,  1(549, 
he  was  ap}>ointed  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy, 
and  upon  the  21st  an  act  passed,  appointing  him,  in  con- 
junction with  1  )eane  and  Popham,  to  command  the  He€t. 
His  lirst  service  \^  as  drivinir  prince  Rupert's  fleet  from  the 
Irish  coast,  ami  then  folh>wliv_r  liim  inio  the  Me  litrrraneiD. 
This  ijave  liigh  satisfaction,  Imth  in  respect  to  Lis  capacity 
and  liis  hdelity.  His  con  luct  iiidcotl  was  e<jually  prudent 
ami  successful;  for  it  not  nuly  jmt  aii  end  to  that  kind  of 
piratical  war,  which  did  su  imu  li  damage  to  tra  lr,  but  also 
struck  such  a  terror  into  the  {Spanirird^:  and  P* a  t  uguese,  as 
td  {ircvcnt  all  those  disputes  wliieh  otherwise  would  have 
naturally  liappened  on  the  a])pearancc  of  so  new  a  power  ia 
iluropf,  as  the  coinmonwealtli  of  England. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1651,  Blake,  in  hia  retim 
homewards,  took  a  French  man-of-war  of  forty  guiia;  m 
respect  to  which  action  th^e  happened  some  circamitaooii 
that  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  The  admiral  summoned  the 
captain  on  board,  and  asked  him  if  he  was  wilUng  to  lay 
down  bis  sword  ?  He  answered  be  was  not ;  upon  wbkb 
Blake  generonsly  bid  him  return  to  his  ship  and  figbt  it  oat 
as  long  ns  he  was  able.  The  captain  took  nim  at  his  wordi 
fought  him  bravely  for  about  tw  o  hours,  and  then  submit* 
ting,  went  again  on  board  Blake's  ship, first  kissed»and  tbeti 
presented  his  sword  to  the  admiral  upon  his  knees.  Tbii 
ship,  with  four  more,  the  admiral  sent  into  England;  and 
not  long  after  arriving  at  Plymouth  with  his  squadron,  lis 
there  received  the  thanks  of  the  parliament,  and  was  conati« 
tuted  one  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Oinque  Ports, 

In  March  following,  Blake^  Popham,  and  Deane^  or  any 
two  of  them^  were  again  appointed  by  act  of  parliament  to 
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.uimiral*  and  genorah  of  the  fleet  for  the  rear  en^uiui', 
in  uiiich  vear  he  replaced  tht-  i>laDds  of  .Scillv,  Guernst  v.  aTid 
^tirsev,  to  the  obedience  of  the  parlimuent  ;  arid,  a-  a  urw 
mirk  of  honour,  he  was,  on  the  25th  of  NovercLLr,  elett+'d 
ooe<;ftbe  council  of  state.  When  the  Dece^^it  v  of  a  J^ulcb 
war  bt\"ame  apparent,  the  parliament  jjave  the  \nj;iM^t<t  testi- 
TDonv  of  their  sense  of  his  naerit  said  of  ibeir  injtire  conii- 
<dtfQ€e  in  his  conduct,  by  constituting  him,  m  March,  l(jr»2, 
sole  creneral  of  the  fleet  for  nine  mouths.  We  ha%  **  a!r**adv 
^Tfa  an  accouDtof  the  ^st  battle  iatht'  Dovvi!-.  <>\i  lU*/  iirtli 
of  May,  1»'.52,  excepting  some  circnmstaoces  which  n  htte  to 
Blaiiaperdouailj,  aod  which  were  therefore  reserred  iur  liui 

Wh^^  he  observed  Van  Tr^jinp  bear  nearer  hi^^  fleet  thau 
be  L^  i  :v'av  -.'jc^ion  to  do,  he  saluted  hi:ii  witli  tuo  jj-uns 
"ft  ithout  ball,  to  put  hinn  lit  iiiind  of  strikirjL'  sail ;  upuu  >n  iach 
the  Dutchman,  in  contempt,  tire^i  ou  the  cuntrary  Hide. 
Blake  tired  a  second  and  a  third  ^''un,  which  Van  Trump 
aaswered  with  a  broadside ;  the  Eng^lish  admiral  perceiving 
his  intention  to  fight,  detached  himself  from  the  red.t  of  the 
fleet  to  treat  with  Van  Tromp  upon  that  point  of  honour^ 
and  to  prevent  the  effusioo  of  blood  and  a  national  quarrel; 
wbeo  Blake  mppromdbtddi  nearer  to  Vaa  Tromp,  he  ai>d  the 
rest  of  hm  fleet,  oontmy  to  the  Imw  of  oitioiis  (the  Englifh 
admbsl  baring  oonM  with  m  detfgo  to  tmt),  find  od  Blaktt 
with  whole  broadndet.  Tbeadimnl  was  to  bit  cabio  driok^ 
ng  with  fomo  oOoersy  Uttio  oxpeotii^  to  be  taloted, 
thot  broke  the  windows  of  the  ihip  and  shattered  the  stem, 
which  pat  him  into  a  Tioleiit  paMoo,  la  that  earling  his 
whiskers,  as  he  used  to  do  wheoerer  lie  was  angrv,  be  coos* 
BMidad  bb  men  to  aoswer  the  Diiteh  m  their  kind.  Blake 
singly  snstained  the  shock  of  the  Dotdi  fleet  for  soase  tjaae, 
t31  hie  own  shifi8»  and  the  squadron  nnder  Major  Boome 
eoold  join  them ;  and  then  the  cogageoient  grew  hot  on  both 
adesy  tiU  night  pot  an  cod  to  it,  wb«i  the  Dotoh  retired  with 
the  loes  of  two  ships»  wlthoot  taking  or  destrojtng  an^  of  the 
English  fieet.  Adniird  Blake  loet  fifteen  men  in  tliis 
engagement,  most  of  whom  were  on  board  his  own  ship, 
wuch  was  engacred  for  foor  boors  with  the  main  bodj  of 
tiie  Dnteh  fleet,  beinffthe  mark  at  which  tbej  aimed,  and 
which,  according  to  Wbitclock,  received  a  tboomnd  stiot. 
Blake  acknowledges  the  ^articalar  blessing  and  preserra* 
tion  of  €rod,  and  ascribes  bts  succe^  to  tike  jn  i ee  of  his  caose, 
the  Dntch  baring  first  attacked  him  npon  the  English  oosst. 
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AfW  tbb  battle,  Bbke  lay  in  the  Downs  for  a 
able  time,  which  be  speo^  In  repaliiiig  mmI  angmmhig  him 
fleet,  and  in  detaching  small  aqoadrons  to  cruise  upon  ihe 
enenij.  About  the  begimung  of  Jwm^ finding  be  biul  force 
enough  to  nndertake  anj  service,  he  caused  a  solemn  fait  to 
be  bdd  on  bonrd  hit  abipe,  to  implore  the  blessing  q£  QoA  m 
their  arms;  and  onoonragod  bis  seamen  by  tbo  example  of 
bis  real  on  tbis  oocasioo,  as  moob  as  be  had  ever  done  b j  his 
personal  braTery  in  a  time  of  action.  In  tbo  spaea  of  tbis 
month,  he  sent  forty  rich  prises  into  the  river,  and  so  effec- 
tually ruined  the  Dutch  trade,  and  broke  the  spirits  of  such 
as  were  appointed  to  support  it,  that  most  of  their  vessels 
declined  coming  through  the  chanDol,  even  under  convov ; 
choosing  rather  to  put  into  French  ports,  land  their  rar^x?e$ 
there,  and  alterwards  transport  tbem  to  UoUand  hj  iaod  or 
water,  as  they  couM. 

On  the  second  ot'  .lulv,  Biake  bore  awav  to  the  nort}i,  ;ind 
<]uickly  fell  in  with  the  Dutch  fishing  vessels,  which  were 
therp  in  ^Trnt  niimhers,  innler  tho  protection  of  twelve  men- 
of-war.  J ^ kike  rit  tacked  their  convoy,  and  th^^v,  knAwinc* 
the  irnportaiici'  of"  tht-ir  charge,  and  having  taken  board  a 
grt  at  >^upj)ly  of  i'vL'^h  men  from  the  v^scls  under  their  care, 
fought  liravely,  but  at  ki^^f  were  every  one  tnkon,  which 
left  the  fishery  entirely  at  the  admiral'^  nu  i  cy,  w  ho,  havinsr 
first  threatened  iho^p  hiisses  w*ith  de.^tructinn.  if  thev  wi-re 
found  {bel  t'  again  \v  itlmut  leave,  he  peruuttt  d  ibem  to  com- 
plete their  ladings,  on  their  paying  the  tenth  herriog,  wbicb 
was  what  Vidu:  (Charles  denianded. 

Our  adnural,  to  keep  the  spamen  eainr,  notwithstanding 
all  the  changes  that  happent d  in  the  govcrnmefjt,  used  to 
tell  them  it  was  his  and  their  business  to  act  i.uthfuii\  in 
their  respective  stations,  and  to  do  their  duty  to  tbeir  coun- 
try, whatever  irrcK-ulai  ities  there  might  be  in  the  councils 
at  bomf> ;  and  would  oiten  say  amongst  his  ofl5cerjs,  that 
state  affairs  were  not  their  proN  inee,  but  that  they  were 
bound  to  keep  foreiLrncrs  iVum  t\»ollng  us.  These  jiriucipl« 
rendered  him  a^^rrceable  to  all  jtarties,  and  gained  hiui  » 
p^enerally  the  reputation  of  a  patriot,  that  when  Cromwell, 
in  his  new  model  of  a  }  ai  liaraent,  left  the  populous  town  of 
Bridgewater  the  choice  of  one  representatire  only,  they 
fixed  on  their  countryman  Blake.   He  was  also  very  acoept- 


a  ooounonwealth,  and  therefore  chose  to  emploj 
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as  tnnch  as  possible,  knowing  that  this  contribated  to  the 
nfetr  of  his  gt>rcrnment,  and  that  Blake's  concern  for  the 
giorj  Ef^giand  would  iiiilaence  him  k>  do  ail,  aad  e? eo 
mmt  than  way  other  man  could  be  expected  to  do  from  Tiews 

WIm  Im  aailedf  ia  1064,  tato  Che  lfoditamiieaQ»  lie  cai^ 
klfai  Boolkof  DrnMber,  into  ^  md  of  Ca^  where 
hi  vift  vmemwad  with  mrt  f^wpect  and  cirifitj  bj  the  8paD- 
wHa,  aad  indeed  faj  m  naiiooe  ee  well  ee  the  Englbli,  who 
were  then  in  pert.  A  Dnich  adminl  wonld  not  wear  hb 
%whieiheJBi^g^  ednel  was  in  theherboar;  ooeof 
the  fieCaaDen  attending  hblbelp  hefaw  aeparated  from  the 
iert>  fen  m  with  tlm  Fiench  edeurel  and  eeten  maa^f-war 
amr  the  Sfaajfai' awmth.  The  ceatma  of  the  rietaeUiw 
doop  wae  oedved  on  hoard  iha  adantaly  who  inqaired  of 
Mm  where  BUke  was,  draak  his  health  with  fire  gmMy  and 
m  wkhed  the  eaptain  a  good  rojage.  The  Algertnes  stood 


them  oat,  and  seat  them  to  Blake^  in  hopee  thereby  of 

ehtaining  his  faroar. 

He  eaSed  from  Cadis  to  Mehlga,  aad,  while  he  laj  ia  that 
lead,  gave  a  striking  tmttaKMij  of  seal  for  haa  oountrj^s 
hmoT,  Some  of  his  memep,  going  ashore^  met  the  host 
and  T\(,t  onlj  peid  no  impeet  thereto,  but  langht^  e|  those 
who  did.  The  prieel  who  aoeompamed  it  highly  resented 
this,  and  pot  the  people  on  rereaging  the  indignity ;  upon 
which  they  Mjmm  the  seflors,  and  heet  soaie  of  them 
ffgy  severelr.  When  the  milors  retamed  on  board,  they 
eewplained  of  this  ill  nsage,  and  the  adaiiral  instasitly  seat 
&  trnmpet  to  the  riemj,  to  demand  the  priest  who  was  the 
aalhor  of  this  iaealt.  The  Ticeroy  answePBd,  that  he  had 
no  mothority  over  priests,  and  therefore  coold  not  send 
him.  Upon  this,  Blake  tent  a  seooiid  message,  that  he 
would  not  enter  into  the  question,  who  had  power  to  send 
him ;  but  that,  if  he  was  not  sent  within  three  hours,  he 
would  infallibly  bum  the  town  about  their  ears.  The 
inhabitants,  to  save  themselves,  obliged  the  viceroy  to  send 
the  priest,  who,  when  he  came  on  l>oard,  excused  him- 
self to  the  adrairnl  on  account  ot*  the  behaviour  of  the 
B&ikn^.  Bhke,  with  in^ich  calmness  nnd  c  Tn|iosiire,  told 
hnm,  that,  it  he  had  compiained  of  this  outrag'e,  he  wonld 
have  pani^'h'^1  them  severely;  for  he  would  not  JsiUVer  any 
of  hts  mm  to  attroot  the  established  religion  of  a  place 


to  stop  the  SaOee 

rs  on  hoard,  took 
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where  hv  fonoln  -1 ;  Init  lie  blamofi  Llm  f  or  S(4tiTi2r  on  a  mob 
of  Spaniards  to  beat  them,  addiii^s  th:it  iie  would  have 
him  and  all  the  world  know^  that  Dooe  but  an  Ijlpgiishinan 
gbould  chastise  an  Englishman." 

In  a  short  time  after  the  dc^truciinn  of  the  cii»:mv'>  fleet 
at  Teneritle,  we  find  Blake  cruizing  a^Min  off  the  harl^our 
of  Cadiz,  where,  perceiving  his  ships  liad  becoine  foul,  and 
that  his  own  healtn  and  spirits  hourly  wore  away,  he  re:^olved 
to  sail  for  England.    His  distemper  was  a  complicatif o  of 
dropsy  and  scurvy,  brought  upon  him  by  being  for  thn« 
jears  together  at  sea,  and  waoting  all  tbat  time  the  conve- 
nionoes  requisite  for  the  core  of  his  disease.    Id  his  passage 
home  it  increased  upon  him,  and  he  became  so  sensible  of 
his  approaching  end,  that  he  frequently  inquired  for  land^a 
mark  of  his  affection  for  his  native  soil,  whidif  hoirerer,  he 
did  not  live  to  see,  dying  as  his  ship  the  St,  Omrge  entered 
Plymonlli  Sound,  on  the  17th  of  Augnsl»  1657,  at  aboot 
fifty -nine  years  of  a^e.    His  body  was  the  next  day  em- 
hahned  and  wrapped  in  lead,  and,  by  order  of  the  protector, 
conveyed  by  water  to  Ore  nwich  Hoiile,  whence  H  wm 
osrried  in  great  pomp  to  Westminster  Abbey,  and  there 
interred  with  the  utmost  solemnity,  as  the  last  mark  of 
respect  that  could  be  pud  by  men  to  the  nohle  spirit  whkh 
once  animated  this  tenement  of  day.   During  the  blind 
reaction  which  followed  the  restoration,  his  coffin  was 
removed  from  the  Abbey,  and  deposited  in  the  churchyard. 

Of  Blake,  the  earl  of  Olarendon  says,  He  was  the  first 
man  that  declined  the  old  tract,  and  made  it  mamtet  that 
the  science  miffht  be  attuned  in  less  time  than  was  imagined ; 
and  despised  those  rules  which  had  been  long  in  prac^ee,  to 
keep  his  Mp  and  men  out  of  danger,  which  had  been  bsU 
in  former  times  a  point  of  ^reat  i£Oity  and  cireiim8pe|ction; 
as  if  the  principal  art  requisite  in  the  captain  of  a  ship  hsd 
been  to  be  sure  to  come  home  safe  again.  He  was  the  fint 
man  who  brought  ships  to  contemn  castles  on  shore,  which 
had  been  thougnt  ever  very  formidable,  and  were  discovered 
by  him  to  make  a  noise  only,  and  to  fright  those  who  coM 
he  rarely  hurt  by  them.  He  was  the  hv-,i  that  infused  thit 
proportion  of  courage  into  the  seamen,  hy  making  them  see, 
ny  experience,  what  miirhty  things  they  could  do,  if  they 
were  resolvud;  iiiid  tauiirhl  tln'iii  to  fight  in  fire  as  well  a? 
wynu  water*  and  tlinuij-Ii  bo  hath  been  very  well  iiuii^itd 
iin  l  followed,  lie  was  the  tirst  that  gave  the  example  of  tlul 
kind  of  naval  courage  and  bold  and  re&ulute  achievements,** 
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Dr.  Bate,  in  drawing  his  character,  says,  "  He  was  a  man 
deserring  praise  even  from  an  enemy.    Being  advanced  to 
a  command  at  sea,  be  subdued  tbe  Scillj  Islands  near  home; 
ind  bavin^  attained  the  o£Bce  and  title  of  an  admiral,  per- 
formed t bines  worthy  of  immortal  memory  abroad.  For 
be  bumbled  uie  pride  of  France,  reduced  Portugal  to  reason, 
broke  tbc  naval  force  of  Holland,  and  drove  tbem  to  the 
shelter  of  their  ports,  suppressed  tbe  rovers  of  Barbary,  and 
twice  triumphed  over  Spain.    Alone  blamable  in  this,  that 
lie  compHed  with  the  parricides."    Anthony  Wood,  who 
^hserveSf  thai  he  was  admired  and  applauded  by  the  royal- 
kts,  in  his  blont  manner,  celebrates  his  praises  thns:  ^  He 
was  a  man  wholly  deroted  to  his  country^s  service^  resolute 
in  undertakings,  and  most  faithful  in  the  performance  of 
tihem.    With  him,  valour  seldom  missed  its  reward,  nor 
cowardice  its  punishment/'    We  have  a  fine  picture  of  him 
by  Kennety  in  his  complete  history  of  England,  and  a  very 
£yr  one  by  £chard«   To  this  I  will  add  a  short  encomium 
ss  v^ffse  * 

While  Portugal  shall  her  blcss'd  Indies  boast, 

iiile  Naples  glories  in  her  flow'ry  coast, 
W'hUe  pirates  unto  A  trie's  shore  resort, 
While  Tuscany 's  enrich'd  by  her  fair  port. 
While  the  Dutch  fish,  the  Spaniard  vaunts  his  mines, 
To  stealing  conquests  while  proud  France  inclines, 
While  seas  still  roar,  while  ships  divide  their  waves, 
While  death,  for  fame,  each  gulsnt  sailor  brsTes, 
Thy  praise  shall  Utc;  and  future  heroes  take. 
As  CsBsar's  once— the  nobler  name  of  Blaxb. 

In  reference  to  the  admirals  Deane  and  Popham,  we 
have  few  memorials  left.  As  to  the  first,  he  is  mentioned 
by  Lord  Clarendon,  as  a  person  raised  by  his  own  merit; 

and  tliough  this  entitled  bim,  when  slain  in  the  Dutch  war, 
-  a  pompous  fuiiti  ul  in  Westminster  Abbev,  yet  no  care 
was  taken  to  preserve  to  posterity, either  by  tomb  or  inscrip- 
tion, the  memory  of  those  mililary  achievements  by  which 
lii>^  reputation  was  acquired.  Colonel  Popliam  was  raised 
to  tht  coiiiuutml  of  the  fleet,  rather  out  of  retrard  to  bis 
fi'Jelity  to  the  p:irl; anient,  and  his  being  known  tor  a  uallant 
and  w  ell  accomplished  gentleman^  than  for  any  bkiii  in  sea 
adairs. 
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tcMTSy  amid  tbe  general  rejoicings  ot  the  natioui  in  tbe  year 
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1000,    8€ireral  ditlingaisbed  seamen,  whum  mwm  and  cs* 
ploitt  we  Ittve  alrauiy  hid  oooMion  to  menlioD,  were  ainoB^ 
the  earl  J  and  active  promolm  of  Ikie  event.    Of  tleeae* 
Monkt  who  at  this  time  infloeiiced  the  army^  end  MeotA^e 
who  oonUDended  the  fleet,  were  the  moel  eonspicaout.  The 
former  was  created  duke  of  Albemarle,  and  the  latter  mrl 
of  Saedwich,  while  booours  were  freely  di^tri bated  amoofp 
other  naval  officers.    Charles  affected  a  knowledge  of  nau- 
tical affairs,  and  professed  to  have  the  interests  of  the  sea 
service  much  at  heart,  while  his  brother,  the  duke  of  York, 
who  was  made  Lord  high-admiral,  attained  a  high  name 
by  several  victories  obtained  by  him  over  the  Dutch  fleets. 
In  the  earlier  part  of  this  rpiirn,  before  Charles  had  submit* 
ted  to  the  ascendanrv  of  France,  it  nuist  bo  admitted  that 
the  iiavv  was  well  inanatred,  and      a  natural  consequence  of 
this,  wo  were  generally  triumj)hant  on  the  t  cran.  »^ubse- 
quentiy,  however,  the  king,  sunk  iu  luxury  ami  -loth,  ne- 
selected  this  as  well  as  the  other  interests  of  his  coumrv,  an<i 
the  gallai)try  of  his  admirals,  many  of  whoiti  had  served 
under  the  republic  and  Cromwell,  alone  preiM^rved  the  tle^ 
of  England  fruin  ('oiiteuipt  and  di-L,n'aco. 

Shortly  atu^i-  the  rt^toratiuu,  the  J  Mitch  presuming  upoii 
the  unset  tied  >tatr  of  Ensrland,  recommenced  ilo^^o  encroach- 
nipiit'<  for  which  they  had  been  called  to  account  s^o  *:evcrclj 
by  the  prt.trctor.  This  led  to  a  war  bvtween  the  two  na- 
tions in  IntU.  at  the  commencement  ot'  which  Sir  iiubi»rt 
Holmes,  witii  a  small  Mjuadron,  to«ik  tin  I  >utch  settlement  of 
New  Netherlands  in  North  America,  hich  he  nanie<l  New- 
York,  in  honour  of  the  duke.  The  councils  of  iluiland 
were  at  this  period  guided  by  the  celebrated  De  Witte,  w  ho 
despatched  admiral  De  Ruyter  to  liarji^s  the  Engli&h  trad*?, 
a  commission  \\  hich  he  executed  with  considerable  success. 
The  war,  which,  although  real,  had  not  been  avowed,  was 
now  openly  declared. 

Thu  respective  fleets  were  therefore  sent  to  sea  in  full 
force,  there  having  been  ample  time  on  both  sides  for  pre- 
paialion.  ddiat  of  Englan<l  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
York  as  lord  high-admiral,  prince  Uupert  as  admiral  of 
the  white,  and  the  e«arl  of  Sandwich  as  admiral  of  thu 
blue,  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  sail  of  men-of- 
war  and  frigates,  and  twenty-eight  fire-ships  and  ketches, 
maoned  by  tweaty-two  thooaiUMl  seamen  and  soldiers.  The 
Dutch  had  a  ImiKlrad  end  three  men-of-war,  eleven  drm^ 
ibipt  end  leven  jeehta,  tander  the  command  of  Opdam,  a 
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prudent  and  gallant  officer,  the  younger  Van  Troni|>,  who 
inherited  the  braverv  a*?  well  as  the  Tiauif  of  his  father  the 
(yiobrated  Van  Tromp,  Evertz,  and  olh&r  admirals:  the 
rit?tft  beintr  divided  into  seven  squadrons. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1665,  the  two  navies  en'^raLred  about 
three  in  the  morning  oil"  Lowestoti".  Things  went  at  first 
fery  equally  on  both  sides,  several  squadrons  charging 
throuffh  and  through,  wi>hr»ut  any  remarkable  advantage. 
Bat  M>oat  Doon,  ibe  earl  of  Sandwich,  with  the  blue  squa- 
dron,  Ml  into  the  centre  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  divided  it  into 
tii0|»rt§,  and  began  that  confusion  which  ended  iu  a  total 
itimt.  The  duke  of  York  in  tlie  Royal  Charles,  a  ship  of 
agbty  guns,  and  admiral  Opdam  in  the  Eendracht,  a  ship 
of  eighty-four,  were  okMelj  engaged.  The  fight  continoed 
Ibr  some  hoars  with  great  ofastinaney,  and  his  royal  highness 
Wil  in  the  utmost  dan^fer.  Several  persons  of  distinction 
were  killed  on  board  his  ship.  About  one,  the  Dutch  ad- 
■iril*ft  ship  blew  up,  with  a  prodigious  noise;  ooeasioned  by 
Misieoident  in  distribotiog  the  powder.  In  thb  vessel, 
together  with  the  admiral,  perished  fire  hundred  men,  only 
Afeof  the  whole  crew  escaping ;  many  of  those  lost,  were 
volunteers,  of  the  best  fiuniliea  of  Holland,  and  not  a  few 
Freodbmen,  who  took  this  opportunity  of  being  present  in  a 

A  little  after  thb  nnlncky  blow,  the  Doteh  reoeh ed  a  still 
gnster.  Four  fine  ships,  the  largest  of  sixty,  the  least  of 
forty  ^ns,  ran  foul  of  eaofa  ether,  and  were  burned  by  one 
iie^hip:  soon  after,  three  larger  yessels  by  the  same  acd- 
int  slwed  the  same  hXe.  The  Orange,  a  ship  of  seventy* 
ftre  gone,  after  a  gatknt  defence,  was  bnmea;  and  thns, 
townrdi  ibur  in  the  afternoon,  aU  fell  into  eonftMion.  Yice^ 
ateiral  Stillin|r;irert  was  shot  through  the  middle  by  a 
Sianon-ball.  vice-Admiral  Oortanaar  received  a  shot  in 
hb thigh,  of  which  he  instantly  died. 

Numerous  sanguinary  co!)iiiets  followed  with  unequal 
success:  the  history  of  one  of  whieh  niiirht  nearly  serve  for 
the  history  of  all.  Nothing  cuuld  exceed  tlie  des]H  l  ate 
talour  displii^t^l  hy  both  parties,  and  aiikt?  hy  coin tnaiiders 
and  privates.  The  liUglish  umler  Alhemarle  imd  prince 
Rupert  were  beat  in  a  well-contested  fight  on  tlie  4th  of 
June,  1666;  and  they  in  their  turn  trained  a  victory  over 
De  Kuvu  r  and  Van  Tromp  six  week.^  after. 

Takini;'  advantage  of  the  l*]nglisli  heing  off  their  guard, 
owing  to  a  negotiation  for  peace  which  was  carried  on 
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under  the  mediatiun  uf  the  king  of  France,  De  Witte  «cnt 
a  fleet  to  menace  the  English  coast.  Thev  destroyed  the 
shipping  at  Sbeerness,  and  even  threatened  London  :  !  Jt 
the  English  fleet  prepariiig  with  g-reat  alaciily  to  attack 
them,  they  retreated,  having  effected  little  other  result  than 
insulting  some  of  our  sea-port«,  and  exciting  a  ger^eral 
alarm.  This  insult  di^l  nut  pass  unavonued;  but  in  the 
meantime  a  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  in  Anziist,  lt'i>7. 

The  rivalry  iKtutt'ii  "England  .-inil  Ib-llu]  d  iuv  the  ?o- 
TereiL-^nTv  of  tlu'  ^ea  was  suspended,  not  teriain.itt-u.  The 
smouldering  tiiiber<?  of  strife  again  burst  into  a  bin/* ,  anti 
war  was  for  the  secoud  time»  during  tlm  reigo^  deckr^  in 
1G72. 

In  this  war  iMiLzland  was  in  allianoe  with  France,  but 
docs  not  seem  to  have  derived  ;my  material  aid  from  the 
French  navy.  In  a  furious  battle  fouirbt  on  the  8th  of 
May,  in  ^vhioh  the  duke  of  York  and  earl  Sandwich  com- 
manded the  English,  two  Dutch  admirals,  Van  Ghent  and 
£ivertZ|  were  killed,  and  the  victory,  long  doubtful,  inclined 
to  the  side  of  the  English.  But  this  gain  was  dr^irly 
bought  by  the  loss  of  Sandwich,  who  perished  amid  the 
flames  of  his  ship,  which  had  .been  set  on  fire  bT  the  enefiiyi 
and  which  he  refused  to  leave,  fighting  her  to  tne  last. 

After  this  event,  prince  Ku|>erl  had  the  principal  com- 
mand of  the  English  fleet,  bnt  b^g  ill  supported  at  hone^be 
was  unable  to  arldeve  any  decisiTe  Tictory,  altboogh  many 
battles  were  fought  with  more  bravery  tbui  g^ood  conduct 
on  both  sides.  Personal  rivalry  between  the  opposite  ad- 
mirals  not  unfrequently  was  permitted  to  interfere  with  the 
general  desi^  of  the  battle.  Of  this  the  following  ii  a 
remarkable  mstanoe^  and  shows  the  deqierate  valour  net 
uoeommon  in  those  days.  In  an  engagement  between  fbs 
two  fleets,  which  ended  doubtfully,  prince  Rupert  and  De 
Buyter  being  the  respective  oomoianders-iD-efaief,  a  sea^odf 
as  it  may  be  termedt  took  place  between  SirSdwaordSpraggs 
and  Tan  Tromp. 

At  the  bi^nning  of  the  fight,  Tromp  in  the  Golden  Lion, 
and  Sir  Edward  Spragee  in  the  Boyal  Prince,  fbi^t  Hf 
to  ship.  The  Dutch  admiral,  however,  would  not  come  ts 
a  dose  flght,  which  gave  him  a  great  advantage;  for 
Bpragge,  who  had  more  than  his  complement  on  board,  nf* 
fered  much  by  the  enemy's  cannon,  and,  having  the  wmd 
and  smoke  in  ms  face,  could  not  make  so  good  use  of  Ui 
own,  as  he  would  otherwise  have  done.    After  three  hours 
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wwtm  fight,  the  Royal  Prinoe  was  00  diiaUad,  ihai  Sir 
Edwifdwas  forced  to  go  on  bo&rd  the  St.  George^  and 

Tr  rap  quitted  the  Oolden  Lion  to  hoist  his  flag  on  board 
the  Comet,  where  tho  battie  was  renewod  with  incredible 

farj.  We  have,  in  respect  to  this,  and  it  is  to  he  wished  we 
liadof  erery  hattle,  a  distinct  relation  of  what  was  performed 
bj  cadi  aqoadron,  and,  from  the  reklion  of  the  blue  sqnad- 
ron,  compared  with  prince  Bapert*8  account,  the  following 
facts  are  collected. 

The  great  aim  of  the  Dutch  admiral  was  to  take  or  sink 
the  Bora]  Prince:  but  the  Earl  of  Ossorj,  nnd  Sir  John 
Ktmpthomo,  together  with  Spragge  himself,  so  effectaally 
protected  the  disabled  reasel,  that  none  of  the  eDemj*s  fire- 
ships  could  come  near  her,  tibongh  this  was  often  attempted. 
At  Ia<»t,  the  St.  George  being  terribly  torn,  and  in  n  manner 
disabled.  Sir  Edward  Spragge  designed  to  go  on  board  a 
third  ship,  the  Royal  Charles ;  but,  before  he  was  got  ten 
boats'  length,  a  shot,  which  passed  through  the  St.  Cteorge, 
took  hi*?  boat;  and,  though  they  immediately  rowed  back, 
yet,  before  they  could  get  within  reach  of  tne  ropes  th.it 
w»^r»^  ♦i.r  ,wn  nut  from  the  St.  Goorgo,  the  boat  sunk,  and 
bir  £(iwaril  was  drowned.  This  w  a-  the  last  battle  of  the 
Dutch  war,  peace  being  sr>on  after  again  concluded. 

During  the  prc-cnt  reign,  two  expeditions  were  sent 
agaiost  the  Barbary  States,  which  wcrr  «o  far  successful  as 
to  put  a  stojs  for  a  time,  to  the  depredations  of  these  pirati- 
cal barbarians. 

Charles  died  in  17S4. 


JAMES  U. 

James  II.,brotlier  and  successor  to  Charles  II.,  \va^  dis- 
tinguished, while  duke  of  York,  both  for  his  careful  adminis- 
tration of  naval  affairs,  and  for  his  conduct  in  commanding 
the  tie' t  in  battle.  His  ac!iii  \  (  Hiont«  in  this  respect  have 
been  nienTiMiu/d  in  the  €M\irM!  of  the  cliapter. 

After  iiis  accession  to  the  throne,  he  unfortunately  directed 
his  attention  to  other  and  less  praiseworthy  objects,  which 
led  to  his  expulsion  from  the  country,  and  to  the  revolution 
of 1G88. 

Of  the  eminent  naval  com  m audi  1^  of  this  period,  several 
lived  tinder  the  republic,  and  cuniiuucd  to  serve  under  the 
last  princes  of  the  house  of  Stuart. 
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MONK,  DUKE  OF  ALBE MARL E. —George  Monk, 
aa  hifffalj  (Uadn^shcd  as  a  statesman,  a  soldier,  and  %  ae*^ 
maoyln  timei  when  men  of  emii^iice  mere  nd  fmre,  wee  tbe 
son  of  Sir  Thoniee  Moiik»  a  geetleouui  of  anoiciit  Aueilj  ia 
Devooahire.  He  was  bom  on  the  Mi  of  Deeeoibery 
eod  was  ednceted  for  the  miUtary  proftuioa.  A  eunoae 
anecdote  b  told  of  the  immediate  catiae^  Ins  entering  the 
navy. 

In  the  first  year  of  tbe  reign  of  long  Oharlee  !.»  kb 
majesty,  who  had  then  in  view  a  war  with  Si>eiii»  eamo 
down  to  P^jmooth^  in  order  to  inqieot  the  naTal  prepare- 
tiona  that  were  making  there.  Sir  Thomas  Monk  had  m 
mind  to  pay  hb  duty  to  hb  prince^  thongb  hb  debtSi  derired 
rather  from  hb  anoestors*  extraragance  than  hb  own*  mde 
him  somewliat  afraid  of  the  law.  To  rmedy  thb  evil»  he 
sent  hb  son  Qeovge  to  the  onder-sheriffof  Devonshire  i^tb 
a  oonsiderable  presentt  desiring  thal»  on  so  extraordinarj  an 
occasion,  he  might  be  safe  from  any  insaH  while  he  attended 
the  lung.  The  sheriff  took  the  present,  and  gramed  his 
request,  but,  soon  after  reoeiving  a  larger  from  one  of  hb 
creditors,  took  him  in  exeoution  in  the  face  of  the  eoonty. 
George  Monl^  who^  yontb  led  him  to  Ifaink  this  a  straovre 
action,  went  to  Exeter,  andt  after  expostnUting  with  the 
pettifogger,  who  was  altogether  insensible  as  to  reproaches, 
took  his  leave  of  him  in  a  more  intelligible  language,  and 
caned  him  so  heart  il  v,  that  be  left  him  in  no  condition  of 
following  him.  Thb  adventure  sent  him  on  board  the  tieet, 
which,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Wimblelon»  shortly 
after  sailed  for  Cadiz,  when  be  was  in  the  seventeenth  year 
of  his  age:  and  thus  he  b^gan,  as  he  ended,  hb  service  to 
hb  country  at  sea. 

We  soon  after  find  bim  serving  with  great  r^utation  as 
a  young  officer  in  the  army,  under  Sir  Richard  GrenviUs^ 
Lord  Oxford,  and  others.  He  held  a  high  command  in 
Ireland  under  Charles,  about  the  comineneemcnt  of  the 
civil  wars,  until  being  taken  prisoner  along  with  several  other 
royalist  officers  by  the  parliamentary  *reneral  Fairfax,  he 
was  sent  to  the  tower,  where  he  remainml  in  coTTtiU'-nient 
for  sevprrii  years.  The  royal  muse  being  ap|virenily  ren- 
dered hujieless  by  the  captivity  and  death  r.t"  tbe  king,  Monk 
Avas  intlup»'«|  to  aceept  of  a  commission  from  Lord  D*lsle, 
bi*^  kinsiDan,  w  ho  had  been  appointed  bv  tbe  parliament  to 
tiie  govirniiient  of  In'lamb  and  thus  obtained  his  liberty. 
I  n  Ireland  be  dbtiugui^hiid  himself  so  mucb^tbat  pariisment 
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dbpoied  to  foff«t  bit  fomer  atttduMiit  to  the  Idagp 
mod  OD  one  oocmoo  he  reeetved  their  thanksi  with  the  more 
nbsUotud  reward  of  five  hosdred  pounds  and  the  govero- 
mcnt  of  Oerrickfergos*  From  thie  time  he  beeeme  •  leader 
mnmg  the  genenJe  of  the  eommon  wealth,  and  attraeted 
tli»  partioalar  attention  of  Cromwell,  whoee  infliuooe  waa 
now  in  the  ascendant. 

He  accompanied  Cromw^  to  Scotland,  where  he  die* 
pljkjed  his  usual  braverj,  attendc  1  I  v  his  usaal  socoeM. 

Monk,  who  had  attained  hit  forlj>fifth  year,  wa^  now 
aboat  to  be  removed  to  a  new  scene  of  exertion.  Although 
ids  earliest  essay  in  arms  had  been  at  tea,  has  lanrek  had 
\mmk  hitherto  gained  by  land.    Ue  was  again  employed  by 
sea,  asHi  intrusted  i^  ith  a  high  command,  in  which  his  good 
ibrtvae  did  not  forsake  him.    He  fought  along  with  Deane, 
when  that  offioer  was  killed  by  his  side,  on  the  2d  of  Jnne, 
166d.    The  most  remarkable  actions  in  whioh  he  was  en- 
gaged, hare  beto  already  narrate<l.    He  was  soon  aAer 
aeiit  as  oommander-in-^hief  to  Scotland,  which  he  continued 
to  gowwrn  successfully,  and,  although  perhaps  with  nnneoes- 
sary  severity,  upon  the  whole  not  without  satisfaction  to  a 
larve  portion  of  the  people,  until  the  restoration. 

Monli*s  early  prepossessions  in  favour  of  the  royal  cause 
teem  never  entirely  to  have  left  him,  and  although  he  served 
the  republic  and  Cromwell  with  strict  fidelity,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  he  had  anticipated  that  the  nattirnl  course  nf  events 
would  bring"  about  the  return  of  the  JStuart<».  There  were 
some  who  endeavoured  to  insinuate  susj)ieions  on  this 
point,  into  the  mind  of  the  protector.  In  a  lung  letter 
which,  shortly  before  his  death,  he  wrote  to  the  tr^neral 
himself,  lir  hints  this  to  him  in  a  postscript,  characteristic 
of  bis  humour  and  tunning. 

P. 8. — There  l>e  that  tell  me,  that  tliere  h  a  cortaiu 
cunning  fellow  in  Scotland,  called  Oi-orge  M  nik.  who  is 
<.aiJ  to  lie  in  wait  there  to  introduce  <  liarlos  Stuart.  I 
Dt  ar  \  o!i  11 jour  diUgeoce  to  apprehend  him^  md  btud 
him  up  tu  me. 

The  death  of  Cronnvell  leaving  him  at  liberty  to  l  /Ilow 
the  bent  of  hh  own  wishes,  he  resisted  stroncr  temptations  to 
rais*^  himself  tu  pow*^r,  and  resolveil  to  place  Charles  II.  on 
the  thn  ni  Tu  detail  the  steps  by  which  he  accomplished 
this,  Would  lead  us  from  our  subject.  The  restoration 
being  sucoes*iuUy  cumplctcti,  Muiik  was  created  »iuke 
of  Albemarle,  and  eojoyedy  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 
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the  highest  favour  of  the  king^  and  great  popalarity  with 
the  people.  As  proofs  of  this,  it  may  he  mentioned,  that 
when  the  plague  rage<l  in  London,  and  the  king  and  court 
hatl  takoTi  refuge  in  Oxfoi  'l,  Albemarle  was  left  in  charge 
of  the  cit}'j  a  duty  more  ditVicuU  ;ind  dangerous  tban  that  of 
the  cuinmand  of  a  iicut  or  arni^-,  and  wliich  he  di:-cliarg'^-d 
with  the  utmost  zeal,  courage,  and  humanity.  Again,  when 
the  great  tile  happened  in  London,  Albemarle  was  abroad 
with  the  fleet,  and  it  was  a  saying  current  ani(mg  the  citi- 
zens, that  the  calamity  would  have  been  speedily  checked 
had  Albemarle  been  at  home. 

In  IGGG,  Albemarle  was,  in  his  old  age,  unexpectedly 
called  upon,  again  to  serve  his  king  and  country  by  sea,  and 
was  made  adiniral-in-chief,  in  conjunction  with  prince 
liupert.  His  last  exploit  was  the  desperate  tiulit  of  the  1st 
of  June,  and  following  days,  already  describe].  Much 
havock  ensued  on  both  sides,  but  without  ai  y  decisive 
result.  The  address  of  Monk  to  his  officers  on  the  morning' 
of  the  second  day,  when  matters  wore  a  gloomy  aspec-t  far 
the  Englisli,  is  worth  preserving.  *•  It  we  had  dreaded  the 
number  of  our  enemies,*'  he  said, "  we  should  have  fletl  yester- 
day;  but,  though  we  are  infoi  ior  to  them  in  ships,  we  are  ui 
all  things  else  superior.  Force  gives  them  courage;  let  us, 
if  we  need  it,  borrow  resolution  from  the  thoughts  of  what 
we  have  formerly  performed.  Let  the  enemy  feel,  that, 
though  our  fleet  he  divided^  our  spirits  are  entire.  At  the 
worsty  it  will  be  more  honoaTmble  to  die  bravely  here  on  oar 
own  dement  than  to  be  made  Bpectacles  to  the  Dutch.  To 
be  OTercome  is  the  fortune  of  war,  but  to  fly  is  the  fkehion 
of  cowards.  Let  us  teach  the  world  that  KnglishmoD  had 
rather  he  acquainted  with  donth  than  with  fear.** 

Albemarle  died  on  the  3d  of  January,  1670|  in  the  siztv- 
aeoond  year  of  his  age.  The  historian  pronounoee  tlie  fid- 
lowing  eologiam  on  his  character.  It  is  highly  colooredt  ne 
doubt,  but  not  undeserved. 

After  speaking  of  him  so  fully  in  bis  public,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  say  something  of  so  great  a  man  in  bis  private  capa* 
dty,  the  temper  of  bis  mind,  and  hb  abilities,  natural  m 
acquired.  As  to  bis  person,  he  was  a  strong  weU-boik 
man,  of  a  good  presence,  and  very  able  to  endure  fatigue. 
The  advantages  which  he  derived  from  nature  were  much 
strengthened  by  bis  manner  of  living.  He  was  always  as 
early  riser ;  his  private  devotions,  and  whatever  domestic 
concerns  he  bad  to  manage^  bemg  constandy  attended  to» 
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an-i  (lj«;patched  by  seven  o'clock,  when  he  gave  audience, 
with'>ut  distinction,  to  all  whu  desire<l  it,  and  fon^tantly  made 
an  end,  if  it  were  in  his  power,  of  every  poor  man's  business 
on  the  ?f>ot.  He  was  an  enemy  to  all  oppression  in  the  army, 
an  i  uv:^!  fre<iuently  t(»  siy,  thnt  hi^  officers  should  have  [jdns  er 
Ij  command  and  to  «  r,  l-iit  not  to  terrify  or  pillage  the 
-vldiers.  He  was  a  stnci  iA^^-.-rwr  of  discipline,  of  which 
Ui  gave  a  si'^'-nal  instance  at  itie  end  of  the  tir«t  Dutch  war 
in  Cromwell's  time.  The  >eamen  came  to  the  navv-oftice  in 
cruwds  to  demand  their  prize-money  :  he  told  them  that  there 
were  fifteen  hundred  ships  to  be  .suld,  and  that,  a«  -<><>n  as 
ibey  were  iold,  they  should  have  their  money,  with  which 
they  seemed  to  be  aatisfied  ;  but,  in  the  afternoon,  there  came 
focir  or  rtve  thousand  of  them  aimed  towards  Whitehall, 
which  Monk  hearins^,  met  them  at  Charing-cross  in  company 
with  Croaiwfcii  Aud  some  other  office r?»,  where,  without  iniK  h 
fxpcwtaUtion,  he  drew  his  sword  and  wounded  sever  d  of 
them,  upbraiding  theui  with  not  depenrlimr  on  his  word,  w  ho 
never  broke  it;  which  had  such  aa  cficci  upon  them,  that, 
forgetting  their  former  fury,  they  tamely  retired,  and  were 
afterwards  very  honourably  paid. 

He  was  extremely  moderate  in  his  way  of  living,  eating 
but  one  meal  a<^y,  and  that  homely  and  heartily.  He 
despised  and  hated  drinking ;  and,  having  settled  his  affec- 
tkms  on  the  woman  he  married,  was  a  tender  and  constant 
ImlMod  throuffh  the  ooorse  of  hb  life.  A«  a  father,  he 
ibowed  won  of  pMaion  thao  io  aaj  pwt  of  his  duiracter,  for, 
OD  lots  af  lui  aecond  80O«  George,  in  Sootkod,  he  gave 
wi^  to  his  grief  to  soeh  a  degree  as  siuprised  all  who  were 
«ei|osmted  with  the  firmness  of  his  temper  in  other  resuects. 
Hit  Ttkmr  was  Terj  singular,  for  he  was  fierce  without  losing 
Us  temper*  and  had  an  eitraordinarj  measure  of  patieoce, 
joined  whh  boundless  conrage:  and  these  qualities  he  pos- 
ismsd  as  mach  as  ever,  even  in  the  deoHne  of  life.  In  the 
leeond  Dntdi  war  a  diain-shot  tooii  away  his  breeehes»  jet 
ks  never  altered  his  eoontenanoe  or  his  place,  Tlie  daks 
of  Biwldngham  gives  ns  a  much  stronger  proof  of  his  resolo- 
tioo»  on  his  own  knowled^ ;  for  he  says  tlie  duke  of  Albe- 
isarie  dedared  at  the  hymning  of  the  action,  that  he  was 
sue  of  one  thing,  via.^  that  he  would  not  be  taken;  and 
that  he  saw  him  charge  a  little  pocket  pistol  with  powder, 
hit  grace  believing  he  would  have  fired  into  the  powd^^room* 
in  case  the  Dotoh  had  boarde<l  him.  See  his  memoirs  pro- 
filed to  his  works.   In  the  Chatham  husinesstapprshencung 
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the  Dutch  woold  Imd,  he  exposed  himself  in  the  midst  of 
their  cumon-ahoty  that  hb  eumple  might  keep  others  to 
their  doty,  and  defeet  the  design  of  the  enemy,  as  it  did : 
and  when  a  person  of  distinction  expostulated  with  him  m 
this  head,  and  would  have  persuaded  him  to  retire,  he 
answered  very  coolly,  "  Sir,  if  I  had  been  afraid  of  bulkts, 
1  should  have  quitted  this  trade  of  a  sohJier  ion^^  ' 

His  capital  virtues  were,  prudence  and  modesty:  the 
former  enabled  him  to  perform  the  great  tilings  w  iiicii  iie  ilid, 
and  tlir  latter  restrained  hiui  tVoin  ever  valuing  liimself  on  the 
great  ihin^shehad  done.  He  was  o(|iiallv  dt  ar  tu  the  kiriearui 
to  the  nation ;  and  it  was  his  peculiar  felicity,  that  he  had  the 
affection  of  Loth  without  incurring  the  jealou«%y  of  thither. 
He  would  have  retired  immediau^ly  after  the  restoration,  if 
his  country  could  have  spared  him  ;  and  when  he  «=aw  it 
could  not,  he  served  it  as  cheerfully  as  before.  li.  ^or\ed 
it^ — in  how  many  capacities?  He  commarjih  d  the  armv  in 
chief,  when  the  kinir  ami  the  natinTr>  safety  ii<pended  ujt:»n 
that  command,  lie  was  put  at  the  In  a  i  of  a  comniis?ion  fur  I 
iiianac^in'^  the  tr<»asnry,  or  rather  seitliner  it.  Ilis  activifj  | 
was  nee*  ^'^ary  for  sn|>{iresslnir  all  in?nrrfn"tinn<s  ;  his  preseiHse 
was  thought  requisite  in  the  hi_Lrhest  c<>\irr>  ot\justice.  If  he  i 
was  intrusted  by  the  king  with  the  army,  he  was  likewi^*^ 
intrusted  by  the  duke  with  tiie  fleet.  lie  had  the  care  of  ' 
the  city  when  visited  with  the  plairiie;  the  command  of  the 
navy  when  we  made  war  with  France  and  Holland  at  the 
same  time.  He  was  gent  for  to  recover  the  minds  of  Che 
citisens  after  the  fire ;  he  w  as  sent  to  meet  the  threatening 
invauon  of  the  Dutch ;  and,  as  he  made  way  for  the  trea^ 
surer  Southampton,  so,  on  his  death,  he  was  t&ought  theoalj  • 
man  that  coula  replace  him.  W^,  theo,  might  eocfoUry 
NicholaSf  that  able  and  faithful  servant  of  the  crown,  say, 
and  he  said  it  when  the  duke  had  done  a  few  only  of  tbe« 
great  things,  "That,  independently  of  his  merit  in  the 
restoratlont  the  duke  of  Albemariey  by  his  indefattgaUe 
zeal,  and  successful  services  afterwards,  had  merited  meii 
than  his  prince  could  do  for  him.'* 

When  his  son  went  to  widt  upon  the  long  with  theensqpv 
of  the  order  of  the  carter,  his  maiesty  was  pleased  to  restore  ' 
them  to  him;  the  kmg  likewise  mreeted  the  dul»*s  hodly  to 
he  removed  to  Somerset  Honsoi  where  it  lay  for  many  wedbi 
in  state;  and,  on  the  last  d^  of  Aprils  was  removed,  with 
great  ftineral  pomp,  to  Westnnnster  AblMgr»  and  thse 
uiterred  in  Henry  the  Seventh*s  chi^.    Tety  as  if  hii 
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Ihm  hid  flood  in  Med  of  no  soch  support,  a  monument  wm 
■^gfcctad ;  oolj  thoM  who  have  the  care  of  the  pkce  pre- 
fenre  M»  figure  m  waac,  aod  think  k  sofBeient  to  raise  the 
edaiiirien  of  every  lopl  epectntort  to  sej,  **Thie  ie  general 
llevsr 

MONTAGUE,  EARL  OF  SANDWICH.— ^ Fame 
heleugs,  of  right,  to  all  those  who  have  descrred  v^  eW  of 
society;  hot  the  rapreme  degree  of  giorf  ought  to  wait  on 
tfce  memmj  of  such  illustrious  persons  as  have  been  martyrs 
ior  thefar  countrj,  and  roluntarilj  died,  other  to  serre  or  to 
pnsenre  it.**  80  says  our  historian,  appfying  the  eentiment 
to  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice. 

Edward  Montague,  was  the  son  of  6ir  Sydney  Montagoe, 
asd  a  grandson  of  Lord  Montague  of  Broughton.  He  wee 
bora  m  1625,  received  a  good  education,  and,  at  a  Tery  ^rly 
age,  entered  upon  public  life,  regarding  the  occasion  of 
■which,  the  following"  anecdote  is  told : — His  father,  Sir  Syd- 
n^y  being  supposed  to  lean  rather  to  the  royal  cause  than  to 
that  tl  p.irliamrnf,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was 
T'^^uirt^d  to  take  an  oatli  tliat  lie  wonid  live  nnd  die  with  the 
tart  of  E*5ex,  then  the  parliamentary  comraaii  Jtr.  This 
he  declined  to  do,  assiirning  a  i  t^ason  which  it  was  more  ea«5y 
to  punish  th.an  to  answer.  He  told  the  speaker  "he  would 
not  «wear  to  live  with  that  nrd*;!  ukui,  because  he  was  an  old 
man,  and  miL*"ht  di«»  before  iiim ;  nor  would  he  swear  to  die 
with  him,  s^rv  ■  the  earl  was  goinir  w-ith  an  army  ap:'ain*it  the 
kiny,  whi'  !j  lie  'lid  ii"t  know  how  tu  iree  from  trea-nn.  and 
therefore  couid  not  tell  what  end  that  p^reat  man  mi^ht  come 
to."  For  this.  Sir  Sydney  was  expelle<l  the  house,  and  a 
eomTnic«!"n  was  i>»ued  to  young  Montague,  then  onlv 
€ighi*;tfii,  to  raise  a  regiment  among  his  tenantry  and  neich- 
bours.  This,  th^  youthful  colonel  accomplished,  and  Ha« 
ready  t'ur  the  fi'  Id  in  six  weeks.  He  was  much  distinguished 
during  his  rnilitarv  career,  but  does  not  a[  pt.ar  ever  to  have 
been  quite  hearty  in  the  republican  caii-x,  althoutfh  Crom- 
well aC'^oirc^  such  influence  with  }iim  as  to  induce  liirn  to 
accept  a  seat  at  the  board  of  treiiaur^,  aiid  to  take  an 
active  part  in  public  adairs. 

Not  loriL'  aiterwards,  Montague's  services  were  trans- 
feired  to  a  new  scene,  which  brings  him  more  immediately 
within  the  scope  of  this  work.  It  would  accord  ill  with 
the  opinions  and  feelings  of  a  modem  tar  to  see  a  colonel  of 
dragooos  and  lord  of  the  treasury,  raised  at  once  to  be 
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admiral  of  m  Int :  ^km  wm  the  case  wkli  IfMlagw^  md 
mrh  ifntiHin  Trrrr  not  irar>  w  fhoatlTTi  He  was  joined 
m  comiand  widi  Blakt ;  aod  we  idrmdj  frcqoopUy 
had  occasion  to  0MBkk>Q  their  adMrfOMSte  in  coajmctioii. 
Indeed,  lie  took  an  aetiTe  share  in  a  great  proportion  of  tho 
MTil  esiploiftt  of  tfan  period*  On  the  death  of  Olirer,  and 
the  noBttnal  aoeoMioii  to  power  of  Richard  Cromwell^  lion* 
togoe  WW  test  with  a  powsrfai  d^t  to  the  Baltk,  in  order 
to  orerawe  the  nortlMrn  powm.  Here  he  seems  to  hmre 
employed  himself  chiefiv  in  schemes  for  the  restoration  of 
Charles  II.,  and  broaght  home  his  tieet  without  orders, 
hoping  that  affairs  at  home  were  ripe  for  the  desired  change. 
In  thia  he  was  <li-ar>puinted.  and  was  happy  in  escapini?  any 
more  severe  pnniiihttitnt  thaa  heiag  delved  of  hie  ooni- 
nyin^. 

When  Monk  had  openly  declared  himself,  he  procured 
from  the  king  the  nomination  of  Monta^o^e  to  the  coinLaand 
r,t  the  t^eet  ;  and.  repuirinii'  on  board,  his  aathoritj  wa.«» 
irnmt.iliately  submitte-i  to  by  admiral  Lawson,  th^n  chiof  in 
cuminand,  and  bv  the  other  orti<^»^rs.  To  show  his  zeal, 
without  waitin'j'  for  »jrdcr?,  he  saiieti  with  the  fleet  for  HoU 
land,  whence  he  had  the  honour  of  conveying:  tht?  kins?  lo 
lln  jland.  When  for  this  act  »>f  loyaltv  more  officiou^i  than 
obediLiir,  he  wa.^  tikcly  to  be  called  in  question,  it  i>  ?aid  that 
Charles  scrwen^d  biiu  by  irivini^  him  an  antedated  order. 
He  was  immediately  created  baron  Mnntai^ue,  viscount 
Hinchi[il/i »x)ke  and  earl  of  Sandwich,  admiral  ot  the  nar- 
row sea5,  and  lieutenant-admiral  to  th  ■  li.ke  »>f  York  a* 
lor<l  high-admiral.  He  continued  to  lake  an  >ii  'i.e  part 
both  as  an  administrator  ot  i.a.cii  anairs,  and  a.s  au  a  i::  iml ; 
and  was  remarkable  for  reg-ardin^  no  qualitication  ?  :nerit 
in  the  preferments  of  the  navy,  declaring,  upon  all  ucci-ions 
against  §how  i I lavuur  to  the  relations  of  peters  or  other 
persons  of  distinction,  to  the  prejudice  of  such  as  Lad  serveil 
longer  or  bcttt?r.  This  rendered  him  the  favourite  of  the 
fleet,  who,  after  the  death  of  Albemarle,  looked  upon  him  as 
their  father  and  protector. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  last  heroic  action  of  Lis 
life,  when  he  devoted  himself  to  death,  rather  than  set  an 
example  of  deserting  hit  ship.  His  body  was  found  floatinir 
on  the  sea,  near  Harwich,  a  fortnight  aAer  his  death,  ard 
waa  interred  at  Wetttninttery  with  every  funeral  hoDOor 
He  died  in  hit  forty^fth  jear. 

S^pealdog  of  tho  battle  in  whieh  our  hero  lost  hti  liA^ 
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Pttfar,  bishop  of  Oxford  wys,  «  The  Engliah  lost  many 
Tahmteen  aod  teo  captains  of  ships:  amoDgst  these  were 
the  sari  of  Sandwich,  and  Digby,  son  of  the  earl  of  Bristol^ 
who  almost  alone  fooght  wiui  the  third  squadron  of  the 
Batch :  yet,  at  lengthy  when  Digby  was  shot  through  the 
hssrt,  and  the  slup  that  he  commanded  was  bored  through 
vithimmniermbleshotytbe  seamen  with  difficulty  brought  her 
iato  the  harbour ;  bat  Sandwich  having  miserably  shattered 
seven  of  their  ships,  and  beat  off  three  Hre-ships,  at  leneth 
being  overpower^  with  numbers,  fell  a  sacrifice  for  nis 
eoTOtry;  a  gentleman  adorned  with  all  the  virtues  of  Alci- 
Hades,  and  untainted  by  any  of  his  vices ;  of  high  birth, 
eipable  of  anv  business,  lull  of  wisdom,  a  great  commander 
»t  sea  and  l.iiid,  and  also  learned  and  eloqutiit,  affable, 
libci^l,  and  magnificent."  (xerard  Brandt,  an  eminent 
Dutch  writer,  who  is  never  partial  to  any  but  his  uwn 
countrvrntn,  after  a  full  account  of  the  valour  with  which 
the  earl  defended  himstlt,  and  which  he  styles  unfortunate 
courage,  is  pleased  to  say — "  Such  was  the  fate  ut  tliis  noble 
\*eeTj  who  was  vice -admiral  of  England  ;  a  man  e<jually 
brave,  knowing,  and  of  a  nio.^t  engaging  behaviour;  one 
^ho  had  rendere<l  his  bovereign  the  crroatest  services,  not 
"nly  in  the  field,  but  in  the  cabinet^  and  as  an  ambassador  in 
foreign  courts." 

EPITAPH  ON  SANDWICH. 

Adom'd  with  titles,  bot  from  virtue  great, 
Keptnne  at  sea,  and  Kestor  in  the  state ; 

Alike  in  council  and  in  fight  renown'd; 

Oft  with  snccess,  with  merit  always  crown'd ; 

No  heart  more  honest,  and  no  head  more  wise, 

A  soldier,  seaman,  statesman,  here  he  lies ' 
Tho*  brave,  yet  genl!^';  though  sincere,  not  rude; 
Justice  in  camps,  in  conrtg  he  truth  pursued. 
Living,  he  raised  a  dciiliiess,  spotless  name; 
And,  dym^,  soared  aLuve  the  reach  of  fame. 

Reader,  li  Englii»h,  stop  the  lallmg  tear  ! 
Grief  should  not  wait  on  him  irho  felt  no  fear ; 
He  wants  not  pity--could  his  ashes  speak, 
These  gen'tous  sonnds  would  from  the  marble  Ineak ; 
"  Oo,  serve  thy  country,  while  God  spares  thee  bxeath; 
Lire  as  I  lif%  and  so  desenre  my  death." 
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PRIKCE  RUPERT,  mam  ooom  so  ofteri  in 

the  iMlMy  of  tbne  timn,  was  the  son  of  ^  dBiiOf  Paft^ 
liM^  £Iiab«tb,  eldest  daughter  of  Jamct  I.,  tad  w«s 
thus  mfkmw  t»  Charles  L  He  entered  earK  aod  zealously 
ialo  the  serfiott  his  mide  ^riog*  his  Mlvrtsnale  ctWl 
wmf  «od  was  greadj  iVntingiwInid  for  hiasqj  ma4 
coodnct.  Charks  eraated  him  e«4  of  fioldcnwMttid  aiiVe 
of  CmaberiaDd.  His  share  id  the  Bsral  actkm  of  the 
reigns  of  the  two  Charleses,  has  been  noticed  as  we  went 
along.  Ropert  n  as  a  loTer  of  scienee,  and  amoitg  other 
thlnc^,  rnTente»i  the  art  of  raezirnitinto  ertirravrn^  and  pviace's 
jMiaL   He  waa  bora  m  1610,  aad  died  io  1682. 

SIR  JOHN  Law  SON  de«er\-e«  a  separate  notice 
among  our  naval  her^  were  it  only  because  by  lus  own. 
merit*  alone,  he  raised  himself  from  l-einc  a  comroon  sailor, 
to  a  hii^h  mnk  and  command.  Hi?  exploit?  have  l»een  fpe>- 
qtiently  aiin  1  i  to.  He  fell  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
Lowc-^toff,  on  the  S<i  of  Jtme.  The  sunimarv  of  his 

character,  by  Lord  Clarendon,  will  well  serre  our  pnrpo<ie: 
**  There  was,"  savs  he,  "another  almost  irreparable  Io*>  this 
day  in  J^ir  John  Lawson,  \^  h»>  admirai  of  a  squadron, 
and  of  sc'  eminent  !»kill  and  evuduct  in  all  mtiritimr  orra- 
sions,  thai  his  counsel  wn«  mmi  considered  in  all  deliaie<, 
and  the  greatest  seamen  w  rre  ready  to  rtwive  adrice  fr«.  m 
hira.  In  the  middle  of  the  battle  he  rei  vived  a  shot  w  ith  a 
muskf  t  bulicl  uj  in  tLt  knee,  fruni  whith  he  fell :  and  tiod- 
int:  tiiat  he  could  no  more  stand,  and  wa^  in  great  torm^^itt, 
he  sent  to  the  duke  to  desire  him  to  send  another  man  to 
eominaiid  his  ship,  which  he  presently  did.  The  wound  wa-s 
not  conceived  to  he  inoi  tal,  and  tlicv  made  haste  to  jKnd 
him  on  shore  as  far  Deptford  or  Cjlreenwich,  where.  f«>r 
some  days,  there  was  hope  of  his  recovery:  lut  shortly  hi* 
wound  j^angrencil,  ant]  so  he  die<l  with  very  great  coui-^c, 
and  profession  of  an  (Dtire  duty  and  fidelity  to  the  king. 

**  lie  was,  indeed,  of  all  the  men  of  that  time  and  of  that 
extraction  and  education,  incomparably  the  most  modest, 
wisest,  and  worthy  man  to  be  confided  in.  He  was  of 
Yorkshire,  near  Scarborough^  of  that  rank  of  people  who 
are  bred  to  the  sea  from  their  cradle ;  ttd  a  young  man  of 
that  prorfaarion  he  was  when  the  pariinment  nrst  ^oMMPtd 
themaelTitof  therojal  dstj:  and  Hull  Wing  inllMir  hndh 
aU  the  northini  mnieii  easily  betook  AemielTef  to  their 
iemoes  isd  hU  induitrjr  aod  tobrietj  made  him  qpddj 
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taken  Dotiee  aid  lo  b«  preferred  ft«m  OM  degree  to 
■Mfiriwr^  tiii,  fnmk  %  on— nn  Baitory  he  wn  prwoted  lobe 
m  capuio  of  a  naitt  TUtl,  md  fruii  4h«w  to  the  rwiwwid 

a/  the  best  8hi|^. 

*^He  had  been  in  aQ  tk»  m^hm  performed  l»y  Bliyce, 
some  of  which  were  very  stnpeodoas,  and  in  all  the  battles 
wYiieh  Cromwell  had  fought  with  the  Dutch,  in  which  he 
was  a  sigTial  officer,  and  very  much  valued  by  him.  He 
wa«  of  thnt  class  of  pelisfion  which  were  called  iDdependents* 
most  at'  whom  were  anabaptists,  who  were  generally  be- 
liered  to  hare  most  aversion  to  tbo  king,  and,  therefore, 
employed  in  affairs  of  ereat  truest.  He  was  c<»mraander-in- 
ehief  of  the  fleet  when  Richard  was  thrown  ^ut :  and  when 
the  cont^^^t  <rrew  betwtien  the  rump  ri!id  Lambert,  h-.  brought 
th  •  wiiuie  ticet  into  the  river,  an  l  declarr^d  for  Omi  whicli 
was  called  th»'  [KirliaTnent  ;  which  iiroke  tlu-  ii-jek  ut"  all  other 

designs  thouu  h  he  imeoddd  OQij  the  better  settiemeot  of  the 
OommoQweakh. 

*Xor  after  the  restoration,  did  any  inan  perf»»rm  his 
duty  better.  He  c?iu5(.d  aii  persons,  how  well  quaiiiittl  >o- 
ever,  who  he  knew  were  affected  to  a  republic,  to  be  dis- 
mi^cd  from  the  service;  brought  very  good  onler  into  Ins 
own  ship;  frequented  the  church  prayers  hi:n>eif,  and  uia  h* 
all  th#*  st^amen  do  so.  ^v:l3  verv  remarkable  in  his  afito- 
lion  ail  i  L- .uuLciiance  tu wards  all  those  who  had  faithfully 
serve»i  the  king,  and  never  commended  any  person  to  the 
duke  to  be  preferred  but  such,  and  performed  to  his  death 
all  that  could  be  expected  iVum  a  brave  and  an  honest  man. 
li  luoLed  likt^'  some  presairethat  hv  bad  of  his  own  death, 
before  hu  wunl  to  bua  he  cauiu  tu  the  IrcaAurcr  ainl  tlio 
cuaucellor,  to  whom  he  had  always  borne  much  respect,  and 
spoke  to  them  in  a  dialect  he  had  never  before  used ;  for  lie 
was  a  very  generous  man,  and  lived  in  his  house  decently 
and  plentifully,  and  had  never  made  any  the  laaat  lait  or 
pretence  for  money.  Now  he  told  them  thai  he  was  going 
tipon  an  expeditioii  in  wluch  manj  hioiomt  men  mnsl  lose 
tiieir  fivea ;  and  though  he  had  no  epprebenaion  of  himaelfi  bol 
dhat  Qod  woold  pi^&A  biro,  as  he  nad  often  done  m  the  iftM 
eeeitions,  yet  he  thongfat  it  heoeme  him,  agaioit  the  worst 
to  make  hb  condition  Imown  to  tbemi  and  tM  rather  heoanse 
he  knew  he  was  esteemed  gencraUj  to  be  ridi.  He  said,  in 
tniti^  he  thooght  himself  so  somsfew  months  sinos^when  be 
was  woiili  eight  or  nine  thousand  pounds;  but  the  marriage 
of  his  daughter  to  m  young  gentleman  in  quality  and  fortune 
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mocfa  above  bim»  who  had  fallen  in  love  with  her»  aod  hi* 
father,  ont  of  tenderness  to  hie  m,  had  oonsented,  it  hid 
obliged  him  to  give  hersachaportionas  might,  iatomede^ee, 
malro  her  worthy  of  ao  ^reat  a  fortnne;  and  that  he  hia  not 
reserved  so  muoh  to  himself  and  wife^  and  all  his  other 
children,  which  were  four  or  five,  as  he  had  given  to  that 
daughter ;  he  desired  them,  therefore,  that  if  be  should  mis- 
carnr  in  this  enterprise,  the  king  would  give  bis  wife  two 
hundred  pounds  a-year  for  her  life ;  if  he  lived,  he  desired 
nothing ;  he  hoped  he  should  make  some  provii^ion  for  them 
by  his  own  industry;  nor  did  he  desire  any  other  ^^rant  or 
security  for  this  two  hundred  pound?  yearly  ih;iii  the  king's 
word  and  promise,  and  that  they  would  see  it  effectual. 
The  suit  wub  so  modest,  and  tlw  ground  of  making  it  so  just 
and  reasonable,  that  they  willingly  informed  his  majesty  of 
it,  who  as  graciously  granted  it,  and  spoke  himself  to  him  of 
it  with  very  obliginpr  circuni^jtitnces ;  so  that  the  poor  man 
went  very  contentedly  to  his  work,  and  perished  as  irallantly 
in  it,  witn  an  univers^ul  lauientation.  And  it  is  tu  Le  pr*- 
FUMied  that  the  promise  was  as  well  perTonned  to  his  x^\w. 
JSui  e  it  is,  it  was  exactly  eoinplied  with  whilst  either  of  tho« 
two  persons  liad  any  power. 

It  is  worth  observing,  that  all  the  writers  of  those  time, 
though  th»^y  differ  widely  in  respect  to  inany  characters, 
concur  in  commending  Sir  John  Lawson  a?  a  brave,  hont-?!, 
loyal  commander,  and  as  a  very  able  and  understandiDg  sea- 
man ;  audi  as  suchj  he  deserves  to  be  honourably  remembered. 

SIR  JOHN  KEMPTTTORNE  wns  descended  from 
an  ancient  royalist  family  in  Devonsliire,  in  wliich  county 
he  was  born  in  the  year  1620.  He  was  bound  apprentice 
to  a  merchantman,  and  became  the  master  of  a  trading  ve^ 
sel,  in  which  character  he  was  much  esteemed.  In  the 
beginning  of  our  wars  with  Spain,  he  distinguished  himself 
by  a  Tory  extraordinary  action.  He  was  attacked  by  a  largt 
Spanish  man-of-war,  oommanded  by  a  knight  of  MaHs; 
and  though  the  odds  were  very  great,  yet  captain  £enip- 
thome  defended  himself  gallantly,  till  all  his  ammunition 
was  spent,  and  then,  remembering  that  he  had  several  larfi:e 
bags  of  pieces  of  eight  on  boai^,  he  thought  they  mi^ 
better  serve  to  annoy  than  enrich  the  enemy,  and  thereftiff 
ordered  his  men  to  load  their  guns  with  pieces  of  siUer. 
which  did  such  execution  on  the  Spaniard's  rigging,  that  if 
his  own  ship  had  not  been  disabled  by  an  unlucky  shot,  bt 
It 
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Laal  in  all  probability  g^ot  clear.  At  last,  however,  f>\ »  r- 
powered  by  numbers,  be  was  boarclL-d,  taken,  and  cat  i  it  J 
into  Malatra.  The  kniglit,  to  whom  he  was  prisoner,  treated 
him  with  iLc  iumt*st  kindness  and  civility,  carried  him  home 
t'  f  hi?  house,  gave  him  the  free  use  of  it,  spoke  of  him  with 
much  respect,  commended  his  valour  to  every  body,  and 
dt-clared  that  he  never  knew  a  man  who  deserved  higher 
preferment ;  and,  aAer  a  short  stay  in  this  manner,  which  I 
can  scarce  call  *  confinement,  he  sent  him  to  England. 
Sofme  jeBT9  after,  the  same  knight  of  Malta  was  taken  in 
tile  Straits,  by  emmodore  Ven,  and  brought  prisoner  into 
SnghuDi^  where  he  was  committed  to  the  tower:  this 
alEmed  the  captain  an  opporttmihr  of  returning  all  the 
mOities  thsA  he  had  reoaTed  and  of  procuring  his  liberty, 
which  he  did  at  his  own  expense,  and  furnished  him  with 
cfrery  thing  necessary  to  return  to  Spain ;  an  action  gen« 
opous  and  mtefol  in  itadf,  and  which  could  not  fail  of  doing 
nor  Engltui  commander  great  honour. 

At  mb  restorationt  Kempthome  was  appointed  to  a  ship 
in  the  rmral  navy.  Having  served  with  great  distinction, 
and  attained  the  rank  of  rear-admiral,  and  the  honour  of 
knigfalhood,  he  died  m  1679. 


SIR  OEOBGE  AT80UE  ranked  high  for  naval  skill 
anos^  his  contemporaries.  Of  Sia  EnwAmn  SpmAooE^s 
gaDantry,  and  the  desperate  conflict  with  the  younger  Van 
Tromp,  we  have  already  spoken .  The  names  of  many  others 
whose  deeds  are  enrolled  in  the  annals  of  naval  renown, 
might  well  adorn  our  pages;  hut  space  would  fail  us  in  the 
attempt.  Allan,  Holmes,  Stayner,  Tiddiman,  James  earl 
of  Marlborough,  Berkdy,  Myngs,  Narborough,  and  others, 
oODtributed  tnmr  shares  to  the  glory  which,  during  this 
penoMd,  accompanied  the  English  arms.  It  was  indeed  an 
important  era  in  our  struggle  for  the  sovereignty  of  the 
seas.  The  Dutch  were  the  most  formidable  rivals  we  had 
for  a  long  time  encountered,  and  contested  the  palm  of  vic- 
tory both  with  courage  and  with  their  characteristic  obsti* 
oaey.  Their  flourishing  commerce,  supplied  a  very  numer- 
oua  mercantile  marine,  which  was  easily  made  available 
Ibr  warlike  purposes.  At  the  same  time,  our  intestine  dis- 
sensioDs  and  the  impolitic  government  of  (*harles  II.,  gave 
them  many  advantai.,^es ;  and  it  wa!^  owing  to  the  skill  of  her 
admirals,  and  the  indomitable  rmiraj?o  of  her  sailors  alone, 
that  Englaod  emwged  victorious  from  the  struggle. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

REION  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY — REIGN  OF  ANNE — 1689  TO  1714— 
HERBERT  KARL  OF  TORRINOTON  —  RUS3EL  EARL  OF  ORFORD— Sill 

JOHN  BERRY — JOHN  NEVILLE — ADMIRAL  BBNBOW  SIR  CL01I>« 

E8LEY   SHOVEL  SIR  GEORGE  ROOKE — SIR  DAVID  MITCHELL— 

SIR  JOHN  LEAKE — ADMIRALS  DELAVAL,  CHURCHHILL,  ANDREW 
LEAKE — THOMAS  DILRES — STAFFORD  FAIBBORNE. 

William,  Prince  of  Orange,  landed  at  Torbay  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1088,  and  was  declared  king  of  England  on 
the  13th  of  February  following.  The  railitarj  genius  and 
persevering  enterprise  of  this  great  prince  are  well  known, 
and  these,  with  his  championship  of  civil  and  religions 
liberty,  have  justly  raised  his  name  to  the  highest  place  m 
the  temple  of  fame  among  modern  raonarchs. 

From  his  earliest  youth  he  had  struggled  for  the  independ- 
ence of  his  country  against  Louis  Xi  V.,  one  of  the  mo^ 
powerful  sovereigns  of  these  or  any  other  times,  and  ^nth 
armies  and  resources  infinitely  inferior  he  had  defeated  the 
ablest  captains,  humbled  the  pride,  and  checked  the  progress 
of  that  ambitious  king.  He  brought  with  him  to  the  Eng- 
lish throne  the  most  deep-rooted  feelings  of  hostility  towards 
Louis,  whom  he  with  strong  reason  believed  to  aim  at  uni- 
versal monarchy ;  and  who,  having  taken  up  the  cause  of 
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the  deposed  Jaines,  was  undisj^uisedly  William's  personal 
ezMinj,  as  well  as  that  of  tho  11!  ci  ties  of  England. 

War  with  France  then  wa?  \  ruling  principle  in  the  new 
king*s  policy,  atul  in  this,  in  ihc  present  temper  ui'  the  oatioD^ 
ii-^  was  heartily  seconded  by  his  suhjects. 

Kinir  \Villi.un's  tastes  and  predilections,  however,  were 
LiiUrcl)  miiitary,  an  l  hu  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  applied 
those  talents  and  that  valour  which  shone  so  conspicuously 
in  the  tield  to  the  conduct  of  naval  warfare.    In  this  respect, 
the  inclinations  of  his  great  antagonist,  coincided  with  bis 
oim,  and  their  most  important  contests,  were  decided  on  the 
battle  field  and  not  on  the  ocean.    Still  it  will  appear  itoitsk 
a  brief  review  of  the  principal  aavml  tnuitaotiom  of  tbk 
fdga  tiial  the  hoBoor  of  the  Britiah  flag  was  not  left  uiifi^ 
portsd, and fran notioea  tdw^Um of  thioM lioroee,  bj  whoSn 
that  fla^  was  upheld,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Bkkss  and  the 
Ifoota^ues  were  not  withoat  worthy  soocessore. 

Danog  the  anhespj  and  inglonoos  period  immediataly 
peoeding  the  aooession  of  William,  France  bad  noraaed  aa 
um^ous  p  II  c  V .  Aware  of  her  iaabilitj  to  cope  dt  sea  with 
either  HoUaad  or  Engbuad  separately,  aad  maoh  less  when 
eutedt  ehe  fomented  oy  erery  means  in  her  power  the  dis* 
esnsions  wiuefa  bad  arisen  between  them,  and  wliile  malditta 
dmw  of  enterm^  into  alUanee^at  one  time  with  the  cos^  ana  at 
another  time  with  the  other,  she  was  in  reality  takln^^  every 
means  to  increase  her  own  naval  power,  secretly  rejoiotng  to 
dbssDrra  these  two  nations  wluch  she  hated,  mntnaUy  destroy* 
iag  eadi  others*  fleets,  and  wastiog  each  others*  resonroes,  and 
thas^  it  was  anticipated,  paving  the  way  fM  her  aasumiag 
the  sorereignty  of  the  seas. 

The  advent  of  the  Stadtholder  of  Holland  to  the  throne 
of  Bngland,  put  a  sadden  check  to  these  schemes,  and  pro- 
duced an  alliance  between  the  Engliah  and  the  Dutch, 
which,  althoaffh  marred  at  first  in  some  degree  by  heart- 
baroings  arinn^  ont  of  recent  events,  was  soon  cemented 
dnriog  the  ensnma  w  ars,  by  a  sense  of  common  injary  and 
danger  into  a  coroial  friendship. 

Louis*s  first  attempt  was  to  fit  oat  a  considerable  fleet  to 
esecrt  kiag  James  auid  bis  invading  aririy  to  Ireland.  Hav« 
tag  peHbrmed  this  service,  the  French  Heet  was  attacked  in 
Bantry-bay  by  that  of  England,  under  the  command  of 
adnnral  Herbert.  In  this  engagement,  the  English,  who 
were  rather  inferior  in  numbers,  wefe  worsted,  but  withoat 
any  considerable  loss.   On  the  retam  of  the  fleet  to  Ports- 
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mouth,  William,  to  show  the  world  that  he  did  not  attribute 
his  misfortune  to  want  of  conduct,  created  Herbert  earl  of 
Torriugton,  knighted  captains  Ashbr  and  Shovel,  and  dis- 
tributed rewards  among  the  seamen.  This  is  a  line  of  policj 
which  might  be  more  frequently  adopted  with  adrantage. 

The  EDgiish  were  again  beat  in  the  next  encounter  of 
•nj  oonaequenoe.  It  had  now  become  a  matter  of  gre&t 
importuioe  to  convey  William*s  troops  safely  to  IieuDd, 
that  monarch  having  resolved  to  take  Ae  field  in  perm 
against  James. 

This  design  was  hronght  to  bear  about  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  June,  when  his  majesty  embarked  his  forces 
on  board  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  transports  on  the 
Hth,  and,  escorted  by  a  squadron  of  six  roen-of-war  under 
Sir  Oioudesley  Shovel,  sailed  for  CarridrferguSt  where  he 
safely  arrived  on  the  14tfa  of  the  same  month. 

There  was  nothing  better  understood  in  England  tbsa 
the  absolnte  necessity  of  assembling  early  in  the  yesr,s 
strong  fleet  in  the  clmnnel.  The  honour  of  the  kingdon 
depended  upon  it ;  for  the  French,  after  their  small  adviD* 
tage  in  Bantry-bay,  had  eiven  oot  that  they  would  the  next 
summer  insult  the  joint  fleets  of  the  English  and  Dntd. 
What  was  still  more,  the  nation*8  safety  depended  on  tlai 
measure  no  less,  since  the  king  and  the  greatest  part  of  In 
forces  were  abroad:  scarcely  seven  thousand  regular  troofe 
left  in  England;  md  such  as  were  in  the  interest  of  low 
James,  almost  every  where  in  motion,  and  waiting,  in  w 
appearance,  for  nothing  but  the  sight  of  a  French  fleet  oo 
the  coast,  to  take  up  arms,  and  declare  against  the  govern- 
ment. 

Yet,  for  all  this,  our  maritime  proceedings  were  rerr 
slow,  for  which  variuus  and  some  almost  incredible  cau.M> 
are  assigned.  It  was  given  out  that  the  srreatest  part  tf 
the  fleet  was  disaffected;  and  to  wipe  off  this  suggestion, it 
was  thought  necessary  that  an  address slu^uld  he  sent  up  fron; 
the  Downs,  ^^hlch  accordingly  done.  On  the  othtr 
hand,  it  was  late  hofnn:  the  Dutch  sent  their  fleet  to  sea, 
and  the  EnuHi-h,  knuwing  that  nothing-  of  con^eqaenw 
could  be  done  till  after  their  junction,  were  the  les=  solicit- 
ous about  putting  thoiuseives  in  order,  till  they  heard 
the  Dutch  being  at  f?ea. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  in  the  mean  time  ^^  as  of  quite 
another  kind;  for,  while  the  squadron  befori -tik  iitioned  was 
gone  to  Ireland,  orders  were  given  for  equipping  a  fleet  of 
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*ixtv  at  Brc-t.  which  wa^  l'^  put  to  ^ea  by  the  end  of 
Mar :  this  they  actually  di<l.  and  thou^'h  they  were  forced 

coDtrarv  w  indii  to  put  back  a^rain  to  that  road,  jet,  oa 
the  12*h  of  June,  they  put  to  sea  in  three  squadroni,  each 
^uaxirun  being  divided  i..:  thretj  divisions.  Of  these 
the  white  and  blue  js^quadrons,  commanded  by  Coaot 
D'Eftiees  on  board  the  Le  Grande,*  thip  of  ei^htj-«z 
g-un5,  forniel  the  vangnard,  consisting  of  twcDtj-flX  IMO* 
of-war.  The  main  body  wai  oompoted  of  tlio  wUte  •qua- 
dron,  commanded  by  the  adnirftl  Coast  ToarriDe  in  the 
Ro  val  »S  UD ,  a  ship  of  one  Imiidred  gnus*  Tint  tqnadfoo  eon* 
sisted  likewise  of  twenty-iix  »fl.  The  Wne  sqoadrtm  made 
the  rear  guard,  oomnioded  hj  If*  D^AnfreriDe  tn  the 
Mci^nificent,  a  sldp  of  c^^tjr  gttn%  and  m  thia  tqpiadroii 
there  were  bat  twentj-fire  aaiL  In  aO  dim  were  eerenty- 
eiirht  men-of-war,  twenty-two  fire-ships,  and  the  wh<^  fi^ 
c:irried  npwardi  of  four  thousand  seven  hundred  pieosa  of 
cannon.  On  the  Idch  of  Jane  they  steered  forthe  English 
coast,  and  on  the  20th  foond  thansdvee  off  the  Liard. 
The  next  day  the  adUral  took  some  English  fisUng-hoatSt 
and,  after  hariog  paid  the  people  who  were  on  hoard  for 
their  fish,  he  set  them  at  liberty  a^ain;  and  these  were  the 
mm  t*»**  first  hroa^t  adrioe  m  the  arriral  of  the  French 
fleet  on  our  ooast;  while  oars  was  lying  idle  and  soaroelj 
in  a  condition  to  pat  to  sea. 

Oar  admiral,  toe  earl  of  Torrington,  was  at  St.  Helen's 
when  he  received  thb  news»  which  most  have  soiprised  him 
very  modif  since  be  was  so  far  from  expecting  any  advice 
of  tins  fcindythat  he  had  no  scotits  to  the  westward.  He 
pot  to  aeoy  however,  vrith  each  ships  as  he  had,  and  stood  to 
the  aoatb-east  on  midsummer-day,  leaving  his  orders,  that 
all  the  English  and  Dutch  ships,  whidi  could  have  notice, 
flfaonid  follow  Inm.  This  shows  how  mneb  he  was  confnsed, 
and  bow  little  notion  he  had  of  a  speec^  engaffement;  and 
Imltcid  it  wa5  impossible  he  should  have  Aramed  any  proper 
scheme  of  action,  when  he  had  no  certain  acconnt  of  the 
strength  of  the  French.  In  the  evening  he  was  joined  by 
teveral  ships,  mid  the  next  morning  be  found  himself  within 
flgbt  of  the  enemy.  The  French  landed,  and  made  some 
pnsoners  on  shore,  and  bj  them  sent  a  letter  from  Sir  Wil. 
Ham  Jennings,  an  officer  in  the  navy,  who  had  followed  the 
fortODes  of  king  James,  and  served  now  as  third  captain  on 
board  the  adsural,  promising  pardon  to  all  such  captains 
as  woold  now  adhere  to  th«t  prince.   The  next  day  oar 
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admiral  received  another  reinturcement  of  seven  Dutch 
men-of-war  under  the  eommaud  of  admiral  Evertzi'u; 
liuwevur,  the  tieets  continued  looking-  upon  each  other  for 
several  days.  It  is  certain  that  the  earl  of  Torrington  did 
Dot  tl)iiilv  liiiiiself  strong  enough  to  veiuurean  eogagemerji, 
and  iu  all  probability  the  rest  of  the  admirals ;  viz.  RsJph 
Delaval,  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  Edward  Russel,  admiral 
of  the  blue,  Sir  John  Ashby,  vice-admiral  of  tlie  same 
squadron,  and  fVort^e  Rooke,  rear-admiral  of  the  red, 
were  of  the  like  opinion.  Besides,  he  waited  for  6ir  Cloud- 
eblej  Shovely  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  who  was  to  hare 
joined  him  with  the  Pljmottth  sqaadros,  aiMi  iome  olhtr 
ships. 

Ili3  whole  streogth  consisted  of  about  thirty-four  men-of- 
war  of  several  aizes,  and  the  three  Dutch  admirals  had 
under  their  command  twentj«lwo  lai^  ships.  We  need 
not  wonder,  therefore,  that  8«eiog  himaelf  out-numb«rad 
by  above  twenty  sail,  he  was  not  williog  to  risk  his  on 
honour  and  the  Datioii*s  8afttj»  upon  suoh  lUfqiial  terms. 
But  the  queen,  who  was  then  regent,  baviog  beao  infonMd 
that  her  father*8  adherents  intended  a  genend  liisttmctioB» 
and  that,  if  the  French  fleet  continued  longer  on  the  eoeil» 
this  would  certainly  take  eft'ect,  by  advice  of  tfaeprivjoiNBi- 
cil,  sent  him  orders  to  fight  at  all  events,  in  order  to  forei 
the  French  fleet  to  withdraw.  In  obedience  to  this  ordtf , 
as  soon  as  it  was  light,  on  the  SOtb  of  Jnne^  the  admirsl 
threw  ont  the  signal  for  drawing  into  a  Une,  and  bore  down 
upon  the  enemy,  while  they  were  nnder  saalf  by  a  wind  wUi 
ihehr  beads  to  the  northwsra* 

The  signal  for  battle  was  made  abont  e^^bt»  when  fibs 
French  braoed  tbdr  head  sails  to  their  masts,  m  order  to  Ije 
by.  The  action  bmn  about  nine^  when  the  Dntdi  s^aa> 
droo,  whidh  made  ue  van  of  the  nnlted  fleets,  fell  in  widi 
the  Tan  of  the  French,  and  put  them  into  some  disorder. 
Abont  half  an  bonr  after,  oar  bine  squadron  engafed  their 
rear  very  warmly,  but  the  red,  commanded  by  the  esrl  ef 
Torrington  in  person,  whioh  made  the  centre  of  onr  fleel^ 
could  not  come  up  till  about  ten,  and  this  occasioned  a  great 
opening  between  them  and  the  Dutch.  The  French  mak* 
ing  use  of  this  advantage  weathered,  and  of  course  sur- 
rounded thti  hitter,  who  defended  themselves  very  trallautlj, 
though  they  sunV  rud  extremely  from  so  uiiequ.il  a  dispute, 
Thit  adii)ir<il.  seeing  their  distress,  endeavouri'd  to  relieve 
them ;  and  while  they  dropped  their  anchors,  thu  uulj  uiciiiuJ 
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tbej  had  left  to  pre^er^e  them  solves,  he  drove  with  his  own 
ship,  and  several  otluTs  hotween  th(.'ni  :ind  the  enerny,  and 
ia  that  situation  anchored  alxjut  five  in  the  afternoon,  when 
it  grew  calm  ;  but  discerning  how  much  the  Dutch  had 
suffered,  and  how  little  probability  there  was  of  regnininir 
an?  thing  bj  renewing  the  fight,  he  weighed  about  Dine  at 
neht,  and  retired  eastward  with  the  tide  of  flood. 

The  next  day  it  was  resolved  in  a  council  of  war,  to  pre- 
serve the  fleet  bj  retreatinff,  and  rather  to  destroy  the  dis- 
abled sbip«,  if  tuj  should  be  pressed  by  the  enem than  to 
htiird  another  eng^agameot  by  endeavouring  to  protect 
Ihfliii.  This  resolution  was  executed  with  as  much  sueeess 
m  eoold  be  expected,  which,  however,  was  chiefly  owing  to 
Vint  of  espenenoe  in  the  French  admirals;  for  by  not 
aBob(HiQg  wheo  the  finglish  did,  they  were  driven  to  a 
ftmt  distance,  and  by  continuing  to  chase  in  a  line  of  baAtie» 
laatiad  of  Iminag  ereiy  ship  at  liberty  to  do  her  utmost, 
thej  could  oerer  recover  what  they  lost  bj  their  flrst  mis- 
take. But  MHwithstaadiog  all  this,  thej  pressed  on  their 
pmoil  as  far  m  Bje>bay,  and  forcing  one  of  our  men-of- 
war  of  mweatf  gam,  ottlled  the  Anne^  which  bad  lost  all 
hsr  MslB,  on  ume  near  Winehelseay  thejr  went  in  two  ships 
fo  bam  her,  whtoli  the  captain  prevented  by  setttnff  fire  to 
hat  himself.  The  body  of  the  French  fleet  stood  in  and 
col  of  the  bays  of  Bonme  and  Pemssr  in  SuaseZf  while 
about  iburteen  of  tbefar  ships  anchored  near  the  shore, 
Seaw  of  these  attempted  to  burn  a  Dutdh  ship  of  sixty-four 
guns,  which,  at  low  water,  lay  dry;  but  her  commander 
oafaided  her  so  stoutly  every  high  water,  that  they  were  at 
fasj^foreed  to  desist^  and  the  captiun  carried  hat  safe  into 

Our  iom  m  this  aflhir^  if  we  except  reputation^  was  not 
great :  not  above  two  ships,  two  sea*captains,  two  captains 
of  marines,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  private  men.  The 
Batch  were  more  unfortunate,  because  they  were  more 

thoroughly  engaged.  Besides  three  ships  sunk  in  the  fight, 
they  were  oblii^ed  to  set  fire  to  three  more  that  were  stranded 
on  the  coatt  of  Sussex,  losing  in  all  six  ships  of  the  line. 
Thev  lost  likewise  rear-admirals  Dick  and  Brake),  ami 
Captain  Nordel,  with  a  number  of  inferior  officers  and 
seamen. 

This  defeat  spread  alarm  and  confusion  in  England.  It 
was  not  the  tlu  e.itened  dt  scent  of  the  French  that  was  ap- 
pr^btnded,  so  much  as  au  iosurrectioD  by  the  partizans  of 
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Jam«8»  The  utmoat  was  ahown  in  hkrom  of  tha  goTcrn- 
ment  hj  the  cit j  of  London  and  many  other  places ;  and 
queen  Mary,  during  the  king's  absence  in  Ireland,  took 
every  precaution^  but  the  French  fleet,  after  a  show  ef 
menacing  various  places  on  the  coast,  withdrew  to  tlieir 
own  harbours  without  anj  farther  attack*  Loud  Toning- 
ton,  although  he  seems  to  have  done  all  he  could  in  the  dit 
ficult  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placeil,  incurred  the 
national  odium,  and  was  superseded  in  nis  command  and  not 
again  employed.  He  was  eventually  tried  by  a  court-msr* 
tukl  but  unanimously  acquitted. 

Admiral  Shovel  baving  received  orders  to  hover  on  the 
co&Ht  of  Ireland,  to  intercept  the  communication  between 
king  James  and  France,  while  at  the  same  time  he  kept 
oj)en  the  communication  between  king  William  and  Eng- 
land, performed  some  services  of  consequence  in  ai  lli  j  Ij 
reduce  such  seJiports  as  still  held  out,  or  iu  rciicviu^  lUHjse 
that  were  be^iegtjJ  by  the  Jacobite  forces. 

Admiral  Russel  succeeded  Lord  Torrington  a^  uJrciral 
aTi(i  Loininander-in-chief,  iiiid  preparations  were  made  wiih 
the  hope  ui  retrieving  our  disasters  m  the  ensuincr  season. 

Although  formidable  fleets  were  equi|>ped  on  both  siJ€'>, 
nothing  very  decisive  occurred;  both  parties  seeming  rathtr 
unwilling  to  come  to  a  general  0TiLM_rt^ment,  and  confininsr 
themselves  chiefly  to  protecting  their  own  or  annnving  il^e 
eneinv's  cuimnerce.  This  cautious  proceeding,  however, 
was  I'y  no  means  popular  in  England,  and  caused  much  dis- 
content. • 

In  the  fuUovviiig  year,  however,  matters  change<i,  and  that 
materially  to  the  advantage  of  the  English,  who  again  rt- 
indicated  their  claims  (o  naval  superioritv  in  the  battle  of 
La  iiogue.  The  united  English  and  butch  fleet,  com- 
manded  by  admiral  Russel,  had  orders  to  cruise  between 
Cape  La  lloq-ne  and  the  Isle  of  WiLrht.  On  the  19th  of 
Mav,  161)2,  at  3  a.m.,  the  scouts  to  the  westward  made  the 
si^al  of  discovenng  the  enemy.  Immediate  orders  were 
given  for  drawing  into  a  line  of  battle,  and  the  signal  wai 
made  for  the  rear  of  the  fleet  to  tack,  in  order  to  engage 
the  sooner,  if  the  French  had  stood  to  the  northward.  A 
little  after  four,  the  stm  disperdng  the  fog,  the  enemy  wm 
seen  standing  southward.  The  admiral,  upon  this,  omscd 
the  siffnal  for  the  rear  to  tack  to  be  taken  in,  and  bore  away 
with  nis  ship  so  far  leeward,  as  that  each  ship  in  the  M 
might  fetch  his  wake,  and  then  be  brought  to  and  lay  Ijt 
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with  his  foretop  sail  to  the  mast,  that  so  others  night  hare 
the  better  opportunity  of  placing  themselves  according  to 
the  manner  formerly  directed  on  such  an  occasion. 

The  confederate  fleet  was  in  good  order  by  dght,  having 
the  Dutch  squadron  in  the  van  ,  the  red  in  the  centre,  and 
the  blue  in  the  rear.  About  ten  the  French  fleet  bore  down  • 
upon  them  withgreat  resolution.  About  half  an  hour  after 
eleven,  Count  Tourville  in  the  Royal  Sun,  brought  to,  and 
began  the  light  with  admiral  Kussel^  being  witliin  three 
qwrtcTs  mosket-shot.  Ue  plied  his  gnus  very  warmly  till 
one,  but  then  b^;an  to  tow  off  in  great  disorderi  Ids  rigg. 
iv,  sails,  and  topsail  yards  being  very  much  wounded. 
About  two  the  wind  shifted,  so  that  five  of  the  enemy's  bine 
squadron  posted  themselves,  three  ahekd,  and  two  astern 
of  their  admiral,  and  tired  Terr  brisfclv  till  after  three. 
The  admiral  and  hb  two  second^  captaus  Ohnrcfahill  and 
Ajlmer,  had  all  these  ships  to  deal  with.  There  was  so 
t^  a  fog  about  four,  that  the  enemy  could  not  be  seen; 
vkI  ss  soon  as  It  cleared  no,  the  French  admiral  was 
levered  towing  away  northward ;  upon  which  the  ad- 
nural  foBowed  him,  and  made  the  signal  for  diaclng. 

While  thb  passed  between  the  admirals.  Sir  Cloud^ley 
fihovd  was  got  to  the  windward  of  Count  Tourville  s 
^osdrcn  and  engaged  them;  but  the  fog  growing  thicker 
tbsn  hefore,  they  were  forced  to  anchor.  About  this  time, 
captsin  Hastings,  of  the  Sandwich,  was  killed.  The 
wstthtr  clearing  up  a  little,  the  French  followud  their  fly- 
u^sdoural,  and  ttie  Englbh  chaced  tlie  best  they  could. 
About  eight  in  the  evening  it  grew  foggy  again,  and  part  of 
the  English  blue  squadron,  having  fallen  m  with  the  enomv, 
•gaged  about  half  an  hour,  till  they,  having  lost  four  ships, 
bore  away  for  Conqnet-rt>aU.  la  this  short  action  rear- 
admiral  Carter  was  killed. 

The  20th  of  May  proveil  so  dark  and  foggy,  that  it  was 
ei.,'ht  o'clock  before  the  Dutch  discovered  the  enemy;  and 
tiku  the  whole  fleet  hecran  to  chace,  the  French  crowding 
away  westward.  About  four  in  the  afternoon  both  fleets 
anchored:  about  ten  they  weighed  ag-ain,  and  at  twelve 
«iii:varai  Uussei's  topmast  came  by  the  board. 

Om  the  22d,  about  seven  in  the  ninming,  the  Eni^'li.sh  fleet 
continued  the  chace  with  all  the  success  they  could  rlesire ; 
It  elt'ven  the  French  admiral's  hhip  ran  a  shore,  and  cut  her 
iiu&ia  away;  upon  this  two  pcennds  plied  up  to  her,  and 
<>th0r  shipi  b^an  to  hover  about  them ;  upon  which  the 
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admiral  sent  to  vSir  Ralph  Delaval,  ^\ho  was  in  the  rear,  to 
keep  with  him  a  strengtli  sufficient  to  destroy  those  sliips, 
and  to  send  the  rest  that  were  under  his  command  to  juia 
the  body  of  the  fleet.  In  the  evening  a  great  number  of  the 
enemj^s  ships  were  seen  going  into  La  Hogue.  On  the 
23d,  the  admiral  sent  in  Sir  Oeoi  gi  Rooke,  with  several 
men-of-war,  fire-ships,  and  all  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  to  de« 
stroj  these  ships  in  the  bay.  On  their  entering,  it  was  per- 
ceived  that  there  were  thirteen  sail ;  but  thcgf  were  got  op 
so  high,  thift  none  but  the  tmnU  frigates  could  do  any  ser- 
▼ioe.  Sir  George^  howoTer,  was  resoWed  to  execute  his 
ordm ;  and,  therefore,  haTing  manned  his  boats*  he  weot  In 
person  to  enconrage  the  attempt,  bnnied  six  of  them  that 
Digfat,  and  the  other  seven  tiie  next  morning,  together  with 
a  great  nnmber  of  transport  ships,  and  other  Tends  hMicn 
with  ammnnitton.  Tins  was  a  remarkable  pieoe  of  service ; 
i«dMd  the  greatert  that  happened  dorinq^  the  whole  allhir; 
Ibr  it  was  performed  imaer  a  i>rod|gioiis  fire  Ihn  the 
enem  j*s  battery  on  shore,  within  sight  of  the  Irish  camp, 
and  with  the  loss  onlj  of  ten  men. 

Sir  John  Ashbj,  with  liis  own  squadron  and  some  Ihitch 
sh^,  pursned  the  rest  of  tlie  French  fleet,  till  thej  ran 
througn  the  race  of  Aldemej,  among  sodi  rods  and  shoab 
as  rendered  it  unsafe  to  follow  them. 

It  is  admitted^  on  all  hands,  that  the  confederates  were 
^reatljrsvperior  to  the  French  in  point  of  numbers;  ahhongh 
It  is  said  that  a  good  manj  of  their  ships  were  prevented 
by  accidental  circumstances  from  taking  any  part  in  the 
action.  De  ToarviUe*s  oondoot  is  mnch  praised^  and  he  is 
believed  to  have  engaged  by  express  orders,  in  opposUaon  to 
his  own  opinion. 

It  will  not  fail  to  interest  manj  of  our  readers  to  ffhre  at 
some  length  admiral  Bossel's  dispatch  on  the  oocasMNit  as 
a  specimen  of  snch  documents  in  tnose  tunes:— 

ADMinAL  nVSSXL^S  UITTBK  TO  TBS  BAEI.  OP  HOTTIXOaAM. 

PartmouiK  /tuie  2, 1091 
^  Mr  LoBS^Since  jour  lordship  seems  to  think  that  aa 
aooonnt  in  general  of  tliis  fleet's  good  snceessiis  noiso  satis- 
Ihotory  as  one  setting  forth  the  particulars^  I  Imto  se«d  it 
with  as  much  brevity  as  the  matter  will  admit  of.  I  most 
confess  I  was^  not  much  inclined  to  trouble  yoo  in  this 
natursi  not  being  ambitious  to  see  my  name  in  print  on  any 
occanon ;  but  since  it  is  your  lordship's  command,  I  am  the 
ynore  inclined  to  give  you  the  best  information  I  am  able  of 
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't&e  aolbiiy  haviog  am  wmnl  pristtd  relitioiii  not  yery 

**^Wediitid»y  in  the  •TcoiDg»  baiog  the  181b  of  May, 

am  m  tiie  Ch«tt«r|  aa^  tbo  Ohariot  galley,  to  lio  mt  saeh  m 
^Kataneo  to  tfaa  wattward  of  tha  float,  thai  thflj  imght  dia- 
aovar  any  ngiials  mada  from  me. 

nmnday  tha  19tb,  ataoding  with  a  imall  gala  8.8.  W. 
tba  wind  at  w.  and  W.  by  S«  buy  weather,  Cape  Barflenr 
beariog  than  8.  W«  and  by  S.  from  me^  distant  aboot  Mven 
kagnaa.  Batwaan  three  and  four  m  the  uMmingy  we  beard 
aarand  gnna  to  the  weetwurd,  and  in  a  abort  tune  I  saw  the 
two  frigatae  maldog  the  a|giial  of  aeeinff  the  enemy,  with 
their  bcAds  lying  to  the  norunrard,  wbkm  gave  me  reaaon 
to  tbuik  that  toe  enemy  la^  with  their  heada  that  way. 
Upon  whioh  I  ordered  the  signal  to  be  made  for  the  fleet^s 
drawing  into  a  line  of  battle ;  after  which  I  made  the  signal 
for  the  tear  of  the  fleet  to  taok,  thai,  if  the  enemy  stood  to 
tha  northward,  we  might  the  aooner  come  to  engage.  Btit 
aoon  after  four  o'clock,  the  aan  had  a  little  clewred  the 
weather,  and  I  saw  the  Frendi  fleet  atanding  to  the  aonth^ 
ward,  fbrmiog  their  line  on  tl^  same  taok  that  I  was  apon. 
I  then  ordered  the  signal  for  the  rear  to  taok,  to  be  taken 
in,  and  at  the  same  time  bore  awaj  with  my  own  ahtp  ao  far 
to  leeward,  as  I  judged  each  ship  m  the  fleet  m^ht  fetch  my 
waka  or  grain;  then  bronght  to  again,  lying  oy  with  my 
IWa4op^il  to  the  mast,  to  give  the  ships  in  the  fleet  the 
better  opportunity  of  flacine  themselves  aa  they  had  been 
before  directed.  By  eight  o  clock  we  bad  formed  an  indif- 
fer«it  line,  stretching  from  the  S.S.W.  to  the  N.N.E. 
the  Dutch  in  the  ran,  tha  red  in  the  oentr^  and  the  bine  in 
the  rear. 

"  Bv  nine  o'clock  the  enemy's  van^inrd  had  stretched 
almost  rus  tar  to  the  so  nth  warn  as  ours,  tlit-ir  admiral  and 
rear-a'lniiral  of  the  blue,  that  wtre  in  the  rear,  cio^in^T'  the 
line,  and  their  vice-admiral  of  the  same  division  stretchiijg 
to  the  rear  of  our  fleet,  but  neve  r  coming  within  gun-tihot 
of  them.  About  ton  they  hore  down  upon  us,  I  still  lying 
with  my  fore-top-sail  to  tlie  mast.  T  then  obirerved  Mon- 
sieur Tourville,  the  French  admiral,  put  out  his  signal  for 
battle.  I  gave  orders  that  miiiL-  >-!ioi]ld  not  be  hoisted  till 
the  fleets  began  to  engage,  that  iie  miLrht  have  the  fairer 
opportunity  of  coinirii^^  an  near  me  as  he  thought  ccnvonient; 
mif  at  the  aame  Uma,  I  sent  orders  to  admiral  Aiieittondej 
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that,  as  Foon  as  any  of  his  squadron  could  weather  the 
enemy's  fleet,  they  should  tack  and  get  to  the  westward  of 
them,  as  also  to  the  hlue  to  make  sail  and  close  th«  Ime, 
they  being  at  some  distance  astern;  but,  as  soon  as  th» 
fleet  began  to  engage,  it  fell  calm,  wbidi  prevented  tlwir  lo 
doing.  About  half  a&  hour  after  eleyen,  MoDsieiir  Tour* 
viUe  in  the  Royal  Sun,  bdng  within  three  quarters*  nuakel* 
shoti  bronffht  to,  lying  by  me  at  that  distance  about  an  hour 
mud  a  half,  plying'  his  gfuns  Yery  warmly,  though  I  must 
obsenre  to  you,  that  our  men  fired  their  guaa  faster.  After 
whioh  time  I  did  not  find  his  guns  were  fired  with  that 
vigour  as  before,  and  I  eould  see  him  in  great  disordsr,  fats 
rigging,  sails,  and  topsail  yards  being  shot,  and  nobody 
endeuTouring  to  make  them  servioeabley  and  his  bonta  tow- 
ing off  him  to  windward,  gave  me  reason  to  think  he  was 
much  galled.  About  two  .  the  wind  shifted  to  the  N«W.» 
and  by  W.,  and  some  little  time  after  that,  five  ft'esh  ships 
of  the  eoemy*s  blue  squadron  came  and  posted  themselves 
three  ahead  of  Monsieur  Tounrille,  and  two  astern  of  faan, 
and  fired  with  great  fury,  which  continued  till  after  three. 

About  four  in  the  evening  there  came  so  thick  a  log, 
that  we  could  not  see  a  ship  of  the  enemy*s,  which  occa- 
sioned our  leaving  off  firing  for  a  long  time ;  and  then  it 
cleared  up,  and  we  eould  see  Monsieur  Tounrille  towing 
away  witii  his  boats  to  the  northward  from  its.  U|>on 
which  I  did  the  same,  and  ordered  all  my  division  to  do  the 
like;  and,  about  half  an  hour  after  five,  we  had  a  small 
breese  of  wind  easterly.  I  then  made  the  signal  for  the  fieet 
to  diaoe,  sending  notice  to  all  the  ships  about  me  that  the 
euemv  were  n inning.  About  this  time  I  heard  several 
broaosides  to  the  westward ;  and  though  I  eould  not  s<-c  the 
ships  that  fired,  I  concluded  them  to  oe  our  blue,  that  bj 
the  shift  of  wind  had  weathered  the  enemy ;  but  it  proved 
to  he  the  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  who  had  weathered 
Tourville's  squadron,  and  got  between  them  and  their  ad- 
miral of  the  blue,  where  they  lay  firing  some  time;  and  then 
Tourville  anchored  with  some  ships  of  his  own  division,  as 
also  ihc  rear-arlmiral  of  t)ic  red  with  some  ot'  his.  ThU 
was  the  tiiiK^  thnt  raptain  llastinp^s  in  tlie  Sandwich  wa« 
killed ;  he  driving  throu'^h  tliose  ^^hips  by  rea*^on  ol  his  an- 
clior*^  rif)t  heinj^  clear.  I  cnuM  not  ^.'e  \h\<  part,  because  v\ 
the  great  smoke  and  (o^,  but  li:ive  received  this  informaUon 
from  Sir  Cloude5?lcy  Sliovel  sinc«'. 

I  sent  to  all  the  ships  that  1  cuuid  think  were  near  m% 
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to  cHaoc  to  the  wciftwanl  all  ni^'ht,  telling  them  I  tlesigned 
to  follow  the  enemy  to  Brest,  aud  sometimes  we  could  see 
a  French  ship,  two  or  three,  standing  away  with  all  the 
sail  they  could  inak*  t-  •  the  westward.  About  eight  I  heard 
firing"  to  the  westward,  which  lasted  aliuut  half  an  hour,  it 
heiog  some  of  our  blue  fallen  in  with  some  of  the  ships  of 
the  enemy  la  tii©  fog.  It  was  foggy,  and  very  little  wind 
ail  iii;^ht. 

••Friday  the  20th,  it  was  so  thick  in  the  niuriiin^'  that  I 
^  ^li  >ee  none  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  hut  very  few  of 
oar  own.  About  eight  it  began  to  clear  up:  the  Dutch, 
who  were  to  the  southward  of  me,  miide  the  signal  of  seeing 
the  enemy;  and  as  it  cleared,  I  saw  about  ihirty-two  or 
thirty.four  sail,  distant  from  us  between  two  and  three 
leagues,  the  wind  at  E.N.E.,  and  tbej  bearing  from  us 
W.S.W.,  oar  fleet  chactn^  with  all  the  sail  they  could 
maikm,  hmuf;  taken  in  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle,  that 
each  ship  might  make  the  best  of  her  way  after  the  enemj. 
Between  eleren  and  twelve  the  wind  came  to  the  S.  W. 
The  Prendi  plied  to  the  westward  with  all  the  sail  they 
eoald,  and  we  after  them.  Abont  fonr,  the  tide  of  ebb 
being  donet  the  French  anohoredj  as  also  we  in  forty-three 
frtbom  water.  Cape  Barflenr  beartDg  and  by  W.  About 
laD  in  the  ereoing  we  weighed  with  the  ticJe  of  ebb,  the 
wind  at  8«W«  and  plied  to  the  westward.  About  twelve 
mj  fare  topmast  came  by  the  board,  having  received  several 
shot. 

Satnrdav  the  21st,  we  continued  still  plying  after  the 
mmj  till  roar  in  the  morning.  The  tide  of  ebb  being 
done^  I  anchored  in  forty-six  fathom  water,  Cape  La  Hogue 
hearfaig  S.  and  by  W.,  and  the  isknd  of  Aldorney  S.  S.  W. 
By  my  topmast's  going  away,  the  Dutch  squadron  and  the 
amniral  of  the  blue,  with  sev  eral  of  bis  squadron,  had  got 
a  great  way  to  windward  of  me.  About  seven  in  the 
morning,  several  of  the  enemy's  ships  being  far  advanced 
towards  the  race,  I  perceived  them  driving  to  the  eastward 
with  tVt  tide  of  flood.  Between  eight  and  nine,  when  they 
wsre  driren  so  far  to  the  eastward  that  I  could  fetch  them, 
I  made  the  simaX  for  the  fleet  to  cut  and  follow  the  enemy, 
which  they  all  did,  except  the  afore-mentioned  weathermost 
ships,  which  rid  fast  to  observe  the  motion  of  the  rest  of  the 
enemy*a  ships  that  continued  in  the  race  of  Aldemey.  About 
sleven  I  saw  three  grett  ships  fair  under  the  shore,  tack  and 
stand  to  the  westward  s  but  after  making  two  or  three  short 
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boards,  tlie  lartri  >t  of  tbem  ran  ashore,  who  preseDtlj  cut 
his  masts  away  ;  the  other  two,  being  to  leeward  of  him, 
plied  up  to  him.  The  reason,  as  I  judge,  of  their  doii^ 
this,  was  that  they  could  not  weather  our  stemmost  sh^  lo 
the  westward,  nor  get  out  ahead  of  us  to  the  eastward. 

I  observing  that  many  of  our  ships  hovered  about  those, 
I  sent  to  Sir^Ulph  Delaval,  yice-admiral  of  the  red,  who 
was  in  the  rear  of  our  fleetf  to  keep  such  a  ntunber  of  shft 
and  fire-shipe  with  him  aa  might  be  sufficient  to  daitm 
those  of  the  enmy,  and  to  order  the  others  to  follow  mtg  1 
being  then  in  pursuit  of  the  rest  of  the  enemy :  aa  aeoowi 
of  the  performing  that  service  I  do  not  trouole  your  ktd- 
ship  withy  be  having  given  it  yon  already.  About  fiwr  ia 
the  afternoon,  eighteen  sail  of  the  enemy *s  shipe  got  to  the 
eastward  of  Gape  Barfleor,  after  which  I  observed  ther 
hauled  in  for  La  Hogne:  the  reir-admiral  of  tbe  xe^ 
Tice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  some  other  ships  were  alieed 
of  me.  About  ten  at  ni^ht  I  anchored  in  the  bay  of  La 
Hogue,  and  lay  till  four  the  next  momii^,  being'  ■ 

^  Snnda?  Ilie  22d ;  and  then  I  weighed  and  stood  ia  neir 
tbe  land  of  La  Hogne;  but  when  we  found  the  flood  en^ 
we  anchored  in  a  i^od  sandy  ground.  At  two  in  theaftsr- 
noon  we  weighed  again,  and  plied  close  in  with  Lm  Hogue, 
where  we  saw  thirteen  sail  of  the  enemy*s  men-of-war  hauled 
close  in  with  the  shore.  Tbe  rear-admiral  of  tbe  red  tsOs 
me*  that  the  night  before  be  saw  tbe  other  fiTe»  wfaudi  mads 
up  tbe  eighteen  I  first  diaced,  stand  to  the  eastward. 

Monday  the  28d,  I  sent  in  Tiee-admind  Boobe,  with 
seTeral  men-of-war  and  fire-ships,  as  idso  the  boats  of  the 
fleet,  to  destroy  those  ships  ;  but  the  enemy  had  gotten  tbem 
so  near  the  shore,  that  not  any  of  our  men-of-wi\r,  t  xci :  * 
the  small  frigates,  could  do  any  service ;  but  that  nigLi 
vice-admiral  liooke,  with  the  boats,  burned  six  of  them. 

**  I'liesday  the  2-ith,  about  eight  iu  the  Tuornini^,  he  wciji 
in  again  with  the  boats,  and  burned  the  other  sovcu,  tog-ether 
with  several  transport-ships,  and  some  vesselbwirli  amuiiini- 
tion,  the  names  of  which  ships  I  am  not  yet  able  to  give 
your  lordship  any  other  account  of,  tliau  what  I  form^ly 
sent  you.  [Here  follows  a  list  of  tbe  nam^  of  the  shipe 
and  their  force.]  Though  these  be  all  the  names  that  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  yet  I  am  sure  there  are 
ships  of  consequence  burned. 

"  Wednesday  the  25th,  I  sailed  from  La  Hogue,  orderinij 
the  admiral  of  the  biue^  with  a  6<juadroii  of  English  and 
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Doteii  Mm  wad&t  lib  oommud,  ran  akmg  tlie  enemVs 
cooal*  nujPMB  HaTre  de  Gno»»  in  hopes  thit  aomo  of  tne 
Mbro-oMntionad  flTothlpstluit  stood  totheeMtirardt  might 
hmm  beeu  eot  thither ;  bnt  he  inibnni  me  theft  upon  his  ep- 
peering  before  that  plaoe^  he  ooold  peroeire  bat  one  or  two 
neD  Teasels.  The  nnmber  of  the  enemj'ssh^  did  not  ex« 
eeed  Mj  men-of-wer»  bj  the  best  iofonnation,  firom  fifty* 
MX  to  one  handrsd  end  four  gnns;  end  though  it  must  be 
M^essed,  that  oar  nnmber  was  superior  to  theirst  which 
probably  eft  first  might  startle  them,  yet  by  their  combg  down 
with  tfaet  resolotion,  I  oeanoft  think  it  bed  any  great  effect 
vpoD  them:  and  this  I  may  alftrm  finr  a  truth,  not  with  any 
intention  to  yalae  our  own  aetion^or  to  lessen  the  bravery  of 
tile  enemy,  that  they  were  beaten  by  a  nambrr  considerably 
less  than  thenrsi  the  calmness  and  thickness  of  the  weather 
giving  rery  few  of  tiie  Dutch  or  the  blue  the  opportunity  of 
engaging,  which  I  am  sure  they  look  apon  as  a  great  misfor* 
funis;  and  had  the  weather  proved  otherwise^  I  do  not  see 
how  it  was  possible  for  any  of  them  to  have  escaped  us. 

**  Tl^  is  the  most  exact  account  that  I  am  able  to  ^ve 
you,  which  I  hope  will  prove  to  your  lordship's  satisfaction. 
Vice-^miral  Rooke  has  given  me  a  very  good  character  of 
several  men  employed  in  the  boats,  and  I  have  ordered  him 
to  give  me  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons  whose  behavi* 
eur  was  remarkable^  in  order  to  their  reward.    I  am,  ^c, 

it  I?  RusSEL." 

.  Instanci  s  of  iTKrivifhial  bravery,  connected  uith  naval 
affair^:,  are  deserving  of  n  place  in  our  history.  The  follow* 
iog  occurred  about  this  time: — 

A  Frt^ncli  j>rivateer  took  a  «m.i11  «^hip  calltMl  tiu'  Fi"iend's 
Adventure,  belonginir  to  the  port  of  Exer*  r ;  and  a  few  days 
after,  the  captain  of  the  privateer,  took  vn\  of  thp  Adven- 
ture, the  raaster  and  five  of  his  men,  leaving  none  on  b(>ard 
but  the  mate,  Robert  Lyde  of  Topshani,  a  man  of  twenty- 
thrf^  yp.irs  of  a^'-e,  and  John  Wright,  a  boy  of  sixti  tn,  with 
seven  F  renchrncn,  who  had  orders  to  navigate  tiie  sliip  to 
St.  MhI'k'^.  Hut  wlioTi  tliov  were  otV  Cape  La  Hogue,  a 
str-iii:.''  snuth-<'ast  wiml  drnvf  them  from  the  French  coast; 
u;^"n  which  the  man  and  ti.ok  the  oppt>rtunity  when 

two  of  the  Freiicimieii  were  at  ilie  pump,  one  at  the  helm, 
one  on  the  forecastle,  and  three  sleeping  in  their  cabins,  to 
attack  them.  The  mate  with  an  iron  crow  killed  one  of  the 
men  at  thr  pump,  an<l  kimcked  Icwti  the  other  at  onp 
bluwf  the  bo^^  at  the  same  instant  knocked  down  the  man  on 
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the  forecastle,  and  then  they  eeoiiTed  and  bound  the  man  at 
the  helm.  One  of  the  Frenchmen,  ninnhig  up  from  be- 
tween decks  to  the  assistance  of  his  companion^  waa  woundc^l 
by  the  mate;  but  the  two  others  coming  to  bis  relief,  seised, 
and  had  like  to  have  leeafed  him,  if  the  boj  had  not  cone 
up  briskly  to  his  assistance,  and  after  a  shaip  strogirlc,  they 
killed  one,  and  obliged  the  other  to  ask  quarter.  Haring^ 
thus  made  themselves  master  of  the  ship,  thev  put  the  two 
who  were  disabled  by  their  wounds  into  bed,  ordered  a  third 
to  look  after  them,  and  secured  them  between  decks;  one 
they  kept  hound  in  the  steerage,  and  made  the  remainir*^ 
man  aid  them  to  nn^  iirntp  the  vessel,  which  they  brought 
safely  into  Topsham,  with  tivf  ])ri*^onprs  on  hoard. 

One  captain  Uichard  fuifiUh,  and  his  boy  J«»hn  C<»d- 
anon, recovered  tlicir  «lonp  called  theTrval,  fmm  five  Frenc^h- 
men,  put  on  hn;ird  tin  in  by  a  captain  ot  a  man-€>f-%>  ar. 
Having  wounded  tlin^e,  and  forced  all  five  down  into  the 
hold,  they  brought  the  vessel  with  their  prisoners  safe  into 
Falmouth. 

Althoni^h  much  dt  pn  ^nd  h\  their  tlefeat  at  La  Ilo^e, 
the  French  were  not  long  in  heirvj  nirain  fit  for  sea,  hut,  v%*!?h 
a  chancre  of  policy,  were  now  iMoi  e  anxiuuh  to  cripple  r-ur 
coiniiit  ri\'  tliau  to  como  to  a  general  action.  In  this  they 
were  hut  tou  successful,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  on  the 
part  of  our  admiralty,  great  carelessness  in  affording  proptr 
eoiivoYS  to  our  merchantmen, and  when  these  were  crrantfnl, 
culpable  ignorance  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  The  com- 
plaints of  our  merchants  were  therefore  loud,  an«i  wt  re 
raised  to  thehic"hcst  pitch  hy  the  destruction  of  a  Urge  pi»rtion 
of  the  Smyrna  llect  in  1(»,93.  This  fleet  consisted  of  up- 
wards of  400  vessels,  not  ]:iiigH>h  i<iilv,  Lui  alf^o  Dutch,  Swed- 
ish, and  others.  8ir  Oeorge  Rookc  wi^  sent  w  ilh  a  jM>wcrtul 
Heet  to  ])rotecL  them,  but  being  misinformed  nvardintf"  tlic 
jitrt  11- ih  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  he  fell  in  with  an  over- 
whelmingly superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  with  difficulty 
escaped  the  loss  of  his  whole  convoy,  lie  lost  above  a  hun- 
dred ships  with  cargoes  valued  at  above  a  million ;  but  had  the 
French  shown  as  much  ability  in  attacking,  as  Sir  George  did 
io  proteotingi  they  might  have  captured  the  whole  fleet. 
The  greatest  olamour  was  exdted  at  home;  but  more  josticr 
was  oone  our  admiral  bj  the  Dutch,  although  thej  wen  of 
those  who  suffered  most  aererdj. 

Du  Mont^who  wrote  a  political  ioumal  in  HoUandtgirai 
this  acoouDt  of  the  matter      Thu  is  certain,  that  thsj  auned 
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greatost  part  of  the  convoy,  and  that  Sir  Qeorge  Rooke, 

r this  occasion,  acouired  infinitely  more  honour  than  those 
commaoded  the  French  fleet.  '  While  the  one,  though 
vaabile  to  resist  sudi  as  attacked  him,  in  the  midst  of  threaten- 
ing dangers,  by  his  prudeuoe,  dexterity,  and  courage,  saved 
the  best  part  of  the  fleet  committed  to  his  charge,  at  a  time 
that  otlu  rs  suffered  themselves  to  be  deprived,  by  the  supe- 
rior sldil  of  this  admiral,  of  a  booty,  which,  if  thegr  could 
ksre  kept,  fortuoe  put  into  their  hands." 

Since,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  French  had  avoided 
pitehed  battles,  but  chose  rather  to  try  to  intercept  our 
Mchant  ships,  a  change  in  the  English  mode  of  coDductiug 
the  war  resulted  in  its  turn.  It  now  became  a  leading  ob-» 
jid  to  destroy,  by  bombardment,  fire-sliipt,and  similar  means, 
the  seaports  of  the  enemy.  An  earW  and  remarkable  in- 
itiiiee  of  tUs,  was  the  attack  upon  St«  Maloee,  which  was 
ndaeed  nearly  to  ruins  by  an  English  squadron,  under 
eommodore  Benbow.  As  we  bare  hM  frequent  occasion  to 
mention  fire-ships,  we  may  derive  some  idea  of  tbdr  nature, 
ssthen  used,  by  an  account  of  the  contents  of  one  of  them 


me  hundred  tons.  At  the  bottom  of  the  hold  were  a  hun* 
drsd  barrels  of  powder;  these  were  covered  with  pitch,  suU 
{khnr,  rosin,  tow,  straw,  and  faggots ;  over  which  lav  beams 
bored  through  to  give  air  to  the  Are,  and  upon  these  lay 
thrpe  bundled  carcasses,  filled  with  grenadoes,  chain-shot, 
iron  bullets,  pistols  loaded,  and  wrapped  in  linen  pitched, 
broken  iron  bars,  and  the  bottoms  of  cdass  bottles.  There 
were  six  holes  or  mouths  to  let  out  the  llames,  which  were 
w  vehement  as  to  cuii-u?nethe  hardest  suhstances,  and  could 
be  check e<l  hy  notliing  hut  the  pouring  in  of  liot  water. 

This  formidable  engine  of  war,  it  was  thouu-lit  would 
h:ive  serve<l  to  demolish  the  whole  city;  but  it  struck  upon 
a  rock,  before  reach: ni,^  the  place  where  they  intended  to 
moor  it.  Fin*liii[^  it  iuipus^ible  to  bring  it  off,  and  the  sea 
^v;iter  beginning  to  penetrate,  the  engineer  set  fire  to  the 
Vessel.  **The  explosion,*'  savs  my  authority,  was  terrible 
fccyond  de-<'rij>tion ;  it  shook  the  whole  town  like  an  eavtli- 
*^uak*\  broke  all  gla^s  and  earthenw;ir(>  for  tbrfe  leagues 
round,  and  struck  oti'  the  roofs  of  three  hundred  houses. 
The  capstem  of  the  vessel,  which  weiglied  two  hundred 
^^eiglit,  was  carried  over  the  wall'i,  and  beat  a  house  it  fell 
t}T>on  down  to  the  ground.  Tht;  greatest  part  of  the  walls 
ion  ards  the  sea  fall  down  also/* 


It  was  a  new  ship  of  about 
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We  might  deem  this  account  exaggerated.  Let  us  com^ 
trast  with  it  one  sentence  from  the  official  report  of  tim 
bombardment  of  St.  Jean  D*Acre,  which  has  taken  place 

as  these  sheets  nre passing  through  the  prc?^.  "  During  th^ 
bombardment,  the  principal  maga^^ine,  and  tlie  whole  arsenal 
blew  up.  By  the  oxplosinn  two  ontij-u  r(nriinent>,  rcroied  in 
position  nn  tho  ramparts,  w  ere  anniiiiiatod.  and  every  livir'S' 
creature  within  the  area,  of  60,000  square  var  ls,  een*e*i  to 
exist,  the  loss  of  life  b^g  variously  computed  ^rom  1200  to 

2000  ])er.M>iis.'* 

If  tlie  English  people  were  dis^^atisfied  with  the  little  «uc- 
oe^s  of  their  Heets^king  William  tloes  not  seem  tu  have  been 
better  pleased.  We  find  him  ibis  year  telling  his  parlia- 
ment— "  I  am  always  glad  to  raeei  yuu  here,  and  I  con  id 
boJirtily  wish  that  our  satisfaction  were  not  le>M  ikmI  at  pre- 
sent, by  reflecting  upon  the  disadvantages  we  lia\  e  receiv»  i 
this  year  at  land,  and  the  miscarriages  in  our  atTair-  at  -<a. 
I  think  it  is  evident  that  the  former  were  mily  occaM-mui  uy 
the  great  number  of  our  enemies,  which  exceeded  our^  in 
places.  For  what  relates  to  the  latter,  which  has  brought 
so  great  a  disgrace  upon  the  nation,  I  have  resented  it  ex- 
tremelv,  and  as  I  will  take  care  that  those  who  hare  not 
done  their  duty  shall  be  punished,  so  I  am  resolved  to  use 
my  utmost  endeavours  that  our  ]>ower  at  sea  may  bo  ri^'-htlj 
managed  for  the  luture.  And  it  may  well  deserve  your 
consideration,  whether  we  are  not  defective  both  in  the  num* 
bur  of  our  .shipping,  and  in  proper  ports  to  the  westward,  for 
the  better  annoying  our  enemies  and  protecting  our  trade, 
which  is  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom/*  Upon 
this  the  house  of  commons  came  unanimously  to  a  resolu- 
tion, that  they  would  support  their  majesties  and  their 
government,  inquire  into  the  miscttrragei  of  the  fleet  in  the 
preceding  summer,  and  oonflider  of  «1  poeeible  waja  and 
meant  m  oooienring  the  trade  of  the  MlMni. 

The  elKwt  of  theee  motres  wie  oontidermbl  j  moro  rtgm^ 
OU9  in  the  oaTal  traoeectioiis  of  the  following  year.  TIm 
bomberdment  ejatem  wee  punved*  Dieppe  aiia  Ham  dt 
Oraoe  were  neerlT  laid  in  ituoa,  Dunkirk  nod  Onleta  weve 
attacked  and  mnen  damaged,  andalthough  theee  espeditkma 
were  not  produotive  of  any  important  beiMfit,theyearred  lo 
conTinoe  the  world  that  we  were  stiU  eaperior  at  aea^  and 
bj  diatraoting  Louia'e  attention  to  Tarioas  pointe  of  attack» 
aoted  aa  a  dirertioQ  in  favour  of  William  m  hii  nndertafc* 
ing^  by  hmd.   Hie  mi^esty*e  language,  thmfove^  wliea  he 
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m&timtt  his  parliament,  was  la  »  different  kej^**  I  im  gk4 
•o  BMl  jou  hert^  wbn  I  can  my  our  affairt  an  ill  a  b^t«r 
bolh  bj  iM  mod  land*  than  whan  we  partad  lasl. 
■J  has  aol  bean  in  a  oonditkm  to  oppota  the  fleei 
in  these  aaaa;  and  our  aending  so  great  a  force  into  tbo 
Maditamneany  has  diaappouit«i  tfaair  daeigiia»  and  laavaa  «a 
a  proapect  of  further  success.** 

Vwnom  plaoaaon  the  French  coasts  were  bombarded  in 
the  nmi  summer,  bat  the  nation  was  disposed  to  look  upon 
these  aa  trying  serficea,  hardly  worthy  of  employing  the 
British  nary.  However,  as  oar  historian  quaintly  remarkty 
^  it  was  better  for  us  to  alarm  and  burn  the  French  eoast^ 
than  to  sutfer  them  to  aUnd  and  born  ovra^  aa  they  did 
«eme  years  before." 

The  folluwing  acts  of  exrraorJinary  courage  and  con  due  t^ 
which  our  conntrvraen  performed,  deserve  to  he  reiiiem. 
bered: — On  the  3mh  of  Mny,  1G9',  one  William  Thomp- 
son, master  >)t  ii  fishing-boat  bel-niLrin^-  to  the  Port-of-Prx)l, 
in  DarsetshLTe,  was  tisninir  near  tiie  i  iuid  nf  Pur  luck,  with 
only  one  man  and  a  {k  rceiving  a  privateer  of  Ther- 

boure  to  heir  d'>wn  upnu  liim,  he  wa**  ho  far  fmm  avoiding 
th«?  t_T)L'[jn',  that  fit-  iiia«lf'  ready  to  defeiul  liiuiself  the  best 
wiv  ]\>'  I  utild  witii  two  Httle  guns,  which  he  \m\  mounted, 
ajvi  -  "  lit-  >niall  arms;  and  with  so  inconsiderahle  a  forr  r,  be- 
haved iiiin-rlf  with  such  '^uccpss,  that,  in  a  littie  time,  he 
wounded  tlie  captain,  the  lieutenant,  and  six  more  of  the 
French,  which  ih-coin  riu^tid  the  rest,  that  tht  v  Ixire 
away.  In  ln^  turn,  rhomp^un  gave  chase  to  the  privaifer, 
fired  upon  her  fur  two  hours  together,  and  at  length  made 
the  ei)'-ii\v  strike,  beg  for  fjnarter,  and  surrender.  Thomp- 
son, tiius  vieiurious,  brouifht  away  the  sloop  w  ith  fourteen 
prisoners,  of  whom  the  L;i[it;un  wa.s  one,  liavintr  two 
more  at  Corfe  castle,  an  I  carried  her  into  Vooi  harbour. 
This  privateer  had  two  patareroes,  .sever.il  small  arms  and 
greoadoes,  and  sixteen  men.  For  this  gallant  t\}>l*>it,  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  gavo  captain  Thompson  a  ^'■nld  chain 
and  me<lal,  of  the  v  alue  of  fifty  pound^i,  and  mad^  lum  a  pre- 
sent aUo  of  the  Teasel  he  had  taken. 

Their  kmiships,  not  long  uliur,  gave  a  like  chain  and 
medal  to  Williams,  master  of  a  ti^hing-smack  belonging  to 
Whitsund-bay,  for  retaking  several  vessels  after  they  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  French  privateers.  Peter  JoUifre, 
in  a  small  hoy, called  the  Sea  Adventure,  perceiving  a  French 
privateer  near  the  island  of  Purbeck  make  prize  of  a  tibh- 
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ing.boat  belonging  to  Wermoathy  boldW  attacked  )uni,tlKMigii 
of  three  times  lib  strength,  and  haTing  first  obliged  him  to 
quit  his  prize,  afterwards  forced  him  on  shore  near  tbotown 
of  Lalworth,  the  people  of  whidi  made  themselves  masters 
of  the  vessel,  and  took  the  crew  pri<«oner8 ;  for  wikieh  brare 
exploit,  captain  JoUiffe  was  liODoiired  also  with  a  gold  diaan 
and  medal. 

The  naval  warfare  was  carrie^l  on  in  much  the  same  wi^, 

not  very  jtrloriouslv,  it  must  be  eonfessed,  until  the  peace^ 
which  wa,"^  concluded  at  Ryswick,  in  September,  1697. 
The  death  of  the  kinir  of  Spain  led  to  event  -  ^^  hich  inter- 
mpted  the  L'"<^n»^ral  peace,  and,  while  engaged  in  most  exten- 
sive an  l  It  rmidabte  preparations  to  renew  the  war,  William 
receireti  an  injurr,  bv  falling  from  hi^  hor>e,and  died  incoi^ 
sequence,  in  March  1702,  in  his  51st  jear, 

HERBERT,  EAIU.  OF  TUilliiNGT ON  — Arthur 
Herbert  was  des-eernl  <1  from  a  noble  familv,  and  as  hi^ 
father  and  others  of  hi^  relatives  had  suffer^Ml  severely  for 
their  iovalty  tn  Charles  I.,  the  ^on,  upon  the  restoration, 
received  early  promotion  in  the  navy,  to  which  service  he 
had  attached  himself.  He  \\  arrive  and  cnterprifintr,  and 
before  the  revolution  lia«l  aitaiih  1  tlu  raiik  uf  vice-ndmiral. 
The  occasion  of  his  leaving  the  e  u]^**  of  the  Stuart-,  i^  thus 
??tated  by  bishop  liurnet: — **  Adnm  ai  Herbert  bein»;  pres^eii 
by  the  king  to  promise  that  he  an  vu\>]  vote  for  the  reptial  of 
the  test,  answered  the  king  very  plainly,  ili*^  lie  could  tiot 
do  it  either  in  honour  or  conscience.  The  kintr  5aidhe  kot^v 
he  was  ii  rn.in  of  hf)nour»  hu\  t  Le  rest  ut  lii-  lift-  did  not  look 
like  a  man  iiad  ^rcat   regard  to  conscience.  He 

answered  boldly,  he  ha<l  his  faults,  but  they  were  such,  that 
other  people  who  talked  more  of  conscience  were  guilty  of 
the  like.    He  was  indeed  a  man  almndoneii  to  luxurv  and 
vice;  hut  though  he  was  poor,  and  had  much  to  lose,  having 
places  to  the  value  of  four  thousand  pounds  a-year,  he 
chose  to  lose  them  all  rather  than  oomplj.   This  made  much 
noise;  for,  as  he  had  great  reputation  for  his  oonduct  in  sea 
affairs,  so  be  had  been  most  paatioDately  aeiloiis  in  the  king*s 
service,  from  his  first  setting  oat  to  thst  daj«   It  appeared 
hf  tins,  that  no  nast  serrioe  would  be  eonsidered>  n  mm 
were  not  rssolfea  to  comply  in  erei^  thing.*'   Kii^  James 
had  soon  ample  reason  to  regret  having  alienated  from  In* 
self  so  oonscientioas  and  able  an  adherent. 
The  small  appeerance  there  was  of  his  being  able  to  lira 
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ith  honour,  or  even  with  ^iiK■t)  at  home,  and  his  inclina- 
tion to  follow  many  persons  of  great  reputation,  who,  at  that 
juncture,  chose  to  retire  abroad,  induced  him  to  withdraw 
to  ilolUnd,  whither  he  was  either  accompanied  or  quickly  fol- 
lowe*lhy  his  ln  utLcr  culoiicl  Charles  Herbert,  and  byhii*  cou- 
sin Henry  Herbert,  whom  kin^  William  afterwards  created 
lord  Herbert  of  Cherbery.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the  Hague, 
the  vice-admiral  was  exceedingly  well  received,  and  not  long 
miter  ti^en  into  the  service  of  the  States,  which  was  a  very 
mutotj  and^  in  its  eoiiseqneooes,  beneficial  step»  noinbers  of 
seamen  following,  and  entering  for  mi  aake^  into 
tiieDatdi  aerrioe.  This  oonTraoed  the  States  that  things 
were  oooe  to  a  crisis  in  England,  and  that  the  Idng  had  loet 
the  affections  of  his  subjects^  to  a  great  d^ee,  when  the 
•eameuy  who,  of  all  people^  had  inown  themselTes  most 
hearty  in  his  caose,  began  to  forsake  him. 

At  the  prince  of  Grangers  conrt,  Herbert  was  verj 
sncerel J  welcomed ;  he  was  known  to  he  a  man  of  great 
we^t  and  esperiencei  one  that  perfectlj  understood  the 
flUte  of  the  English  fleet,  and  4he  temper  and  characters 
of  the  olRcers  urao  commanded  it ;  so  tnat  he  was  treated 
with  Tery  high  respect,  and  recesTed  into  entire  oonfi« 
denee,  more  espedally  as  he  took  care  to  maintain  his 
d^gnitjr  bj  a  cauRons  and  reserved  behaTionr,  contrary  to 
tittt  Aest  and  vehemence  eipressed  by  some  other  persons, 
who  thooght  to  make  their  conrt,  by  representing  an  attempt 
upon  England,  as  a  thing  that  might  be  easily  accom- 
plished; whereas  the  vice-admiral  understood  and  spoke  of 
It  as  an  nndertaking  that  reqnired  a  very  considerable 
strong^  exceedingly  discreet  management,  and  mnch  ddib- 
eration. 

Herbert  took  an  active  part  in  the  fitting  out  of  the  fleet 
intended  to  convey  the  prince  of  Orange  and  his  troops  to 
England,  and  was  nominated  to  the  chief  command.  When 
the  prince  had  landed  safely  at  Torbay  and  published  his 
well-known  declaration  to  the  English  nation,  Herbert^s 
iofloence  among  the  sailors,  was  deemed  so  gpreat,  that  he 
was  indoced  to  circulate  among  them  an  address,  calling  upon 
them  to  join  the  prince  "  for  the  defence  of  the  common 
cause,  the  protestant  religion,  and  tlie  liberties  of  your 
country."  This  letter  is  believed  to  have  produced  a  great 
eiTect,  as  notwithstanding  their  former  partiality  for  James: 
the  seamen  in  general  soon  joined  William's  standard. 

On  the  completion  of  the  revoiutioD,  Herbert,  besides 
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being  continued  in  his  chief  command,  wiib  made  ^'»t  com* 
missioner  ut  the  board  of  admiralty. 

His  want  of  success  at  Bantry-bay  has  been  already  men- 
tioned ;  but  so  satisfied  were  the  king  and  the  honse  of 
commons,  that  the  admiral  and  the  fleet  ha  J  ^kmv  all  in 
their  power,  and  been  of  high  service,  that  while  WHliam 
created  Herbert  an  earl,  the  commons  voted  him  their 
hearty  thanks,  for  what  they  term  one  of  the  greatest  actions 
done  in  this  \nA  a^re!  He  was  at  tlie  liiue  a  member  of  tbe 
house  for  1  *lvmoutli,  and  upon  his  motion,  it  was  resolved, 
••that  the  house  will  take  care  to  make  a  provision  for  such 
seamen  as  are,  or  shall  he  wounded  in  their  maif^ty's  *er\  ice, 
and  for  the  wives  aad  cbiidren  ol  such  as  &re^  or  shall  be 
slain  therein/' 

It  is  not  too  much  to  suppose  that  this  motion  of  Her- 
bert's, so  well-tin]ed,  when  he  was  acknowledging  the  M»te 
of  tluinks  fur  the  services  of  seamen,  had  its  share  in  pro- 
moting the  institution  of  Greeawich  hospital^  which  took 
place  a  few  years  afterward*^. 

We  have  little  to  add  to  the  account  already  given  of  the 
action  off  Beachy-head  on  the  dOth  of  June,  except  that  in 
the  battle  thec«  was  not  so  much  as  one  English  maiMif-war 
lost,  and  but  one  of  the  Dutch;  thatf  in  the  whole  course  of 
tbe  retwat»  the  earl  of  TorringtOD  gmvtf  hia  orders  with 

freat  prudianoe^  and  m  raoh  a  manner  aa  pveveoted  the 
Vench  from  makki^  aoj  great  advantage  of  what  tbqr 
eailed  a  victory,  notwtthitanaing  the  inequality  of  the  deel% 
and  iome  unlucky  acddenti  that  happened  In  apite  of  all  tbe 
precautions  that  oonld  be  taken.  Neither  was  hia  lordship 
at  all  disoompoeedy  when  upon  his  being  sent  for  to  lerw«» 
he  found  so  general  a  clamour  raiaed  against  him ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  gave  a  v^  clear  acoonnt  of  mattera  bi^ore 
the  coancU ;  insisted,  that  he  had  done  all  that  waa  in  Us 
power  to  do^  which  made  him  eaaj  in  hn  mind  aa  In  ths 
conseqoencesy  being  peranaded,  that,  of  the  two»  it  was 
mnoh  better  for  him  to  rain  himself  than  to  rain  the  fleet, 
as  he  absolatdy  must  have  done^  if  he  had  acted  othenriis 
than  he  did.  All  he  could  Ay,  however,  had  little  effeet  at 
thattimei  so  that  he  was  committed  to  die  tower,  and  com- 
missioners were  sent  down  to  examine  into  tbe  conditioii  e( 
the  fleet,  and  to  make  the  necessary  inqoiries  Ibr  flramiqga 
charge  against  him,  it  being^  held  absobitel^  requisite  to 
bring  him  to  a  trial,  that  the  justice  of  the  natmn  might  not 
eoflbr  in  the  opinion  of  our  allies. 


Digitized  by  Google 


EDWAftD  EUBSKL, 


237 


The  result  of  the  trial  wa^  a  triumphant  and  unanimous 
acquittal,  but  lord  Ton  invt  'Ti  was  not  again  p!i'^^aged  in 
thp  public  serv  ice.  He  continued,  however,  t(i  attend  rofi^u* 
.  irly  in  his  place  as  a  peer,  and  took  a  part  in  the  dt  hates, 
parncularW  when  atlairs  relating  to  the  nav^  were  under 
cob&iderauon.    He  died  at  an  advanced  age^  in  1716. 

EDWARD  RUSSEL,  Kai  I  of  Orford.  was  the  >r>n  of 
lord  Edward  llussel,  and  grandson  of  i'rancis,  earl  of 
Be<iford.  Being  destined  by  his  father  for  the  sea-servict, 
he  received  an  e<lucation  suitable  to  the  pursuit ;  and,  enter- 
i&e  at  a  Tery  early  age  into  the  narj  as  a  volunteer,  was^ 
wmn  nineteen  years  old,  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Advice ; 
thii  wai  Ui  the  year  1671.  On  the  commencement  of  the 
•Mod  Dnteh  «ir»  lit  was  apfKiiiited  third  Ikutenant  of  the 
Prince,  at  that  time  fitting  out  finr  the  Hag  of  Sir  Edward 
Sfin^ve.  Ott  tlie  10th  of  Febraary,  1675,  he  was  ap. 
pobted  ooonDander  of  Ae  Beeerre,  aiid  eooii  allenrarde 
•SBl  OD  the  Medtoraiiean  atatioD.  He  oonttmied  then 
aerenl  joan,  but  wHhoat  hamff  as  opportonitj  of  aeiiier- 
ing  ear  oondderable  exploit.  On  the  16lfa  of  Deoembcr, 
ne  waa  icnoved  mto  the  Dc6aiioe  $  aadt  m  ManAi 
Mkming,  iato  the  Swiftnwe.  He  wai  appointed,  on  the 
lOtfa  of  Angnaty  1680,  oonaaader  of  the  Newoaetle  $  and, 
Iran  the  thne  he  qoHted  the  oonniaiid  of  thia  ihip^  a  peiM 
not  eonotly  known,  till  after  the  rerolntko,  there  is  a  totel 
Taeanor  in  hb  naval*  thovgh  not  in  hu  polltloal  Ufa*  Soon 
after  toe  aeoeeooii  of  king  William,  oantain  Rooel  waa 
aromoted  to  be  admiral  of  the  bine  tqoadron ;  and  having 
noiated  hii  flag  on  board  the  Duke,  served  in  that  capacity 
nnder  the  eari  of  Torrino^tnn,  when  he  put  to  sea,  after  tfao 
battle  of  Bantry.bay.  Nothing  memorable,  however,  took 
place  during  the  time  it  was  prudent  for  it  to  keep  the  tea. 
On  the  l£t  of  December,  he  tailed  for  Holland  wiUi  a  emaU 
atpadran  of  five-sail,  bat  contrary  winds  and  stormy  weather 
compeHed  hsm  to  return.  Finding  the  Duke,  and  the  third- 
rates  of  his  squadron  too  large  to  be  trusted  on  the  Dutch  coast 
at  that  advanced  season  of  the  year,  he  shifted  his  flag  into 
n  yaefat,  and  sailed  again  on  the  llth^  with  only  three  fourth- 
mtsij  two  higt^  and  the  Mary  yacht.  The  object  of  this 
mission  was,  to  conduct  the  queen  of  Spain  to  the  Groyne ; 
and  it  is  thought  to  have  been  extremely  pre  judicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  English  nation,  as  the  fleet  was  so  long  re- 
tarded by  oentfary  winds^  that  the  ofiportiamty  waa  lost  <if 
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blockintr  np  the  Toulon  s(|uadron,a  service  that  was  to  have 
been  cxL«nited  by  this  tieet.  Whether  this  be  tnie,  is  not 
our  busiiK     to  inquire.    Admiral  arrived  in  safety 

at  Schont'vclt,  on  \hv  coast  of  Zealand,  l^ut  the  queen  did  not 
embark  till  tlie  middle  of  January,  'i'ln^  squadron  returned 
to  the  Downs  on  the  18th,  and  admiral  liussel  rernove^i  into 
his  old  ship  the  Diikc.  He  was  detained  by  coiilrai*y  winr]-^. 
arid  did  not  sail  iVoni  Torbav  till  the  7th  of  March.  Alter 
a  stormy  passage  ot  nine  days,  he  arrived  in  safety  at  the 
Groyne,  where,  having  landed  his  eharge,  he  returned 
to  England  on  the  26th  of  April.  In  December  ICliO, 
admiral  Russel  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the 
fleet  which  had  then  returned  into  port  for  re-ei]tupment 
agmnst  the  ensuing  summer.  When  ready  for  sea,  its  «p> 
pearance  was  truly  formidable.  It  consisted  of  fil^y-seven 
English  and  seYenteen  Dutch  ebipe  of  the  Une*  Yet  such 
was  the  delay  ocoadoned  by  contmy  windi*  and  sndi  wis 
the  caution  of  the  French,  that  the  summer  passed  over  in  a 
fruitlesB  repetition  of  projected  attacks  on  their  ports,  iHioe 
of  which  were  erer  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execiition. 
In  the  following  year,  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  tnraedy 
with  the  utmost  anxiety,  on  an  enterprise  which  was  to  com- 
plete the  triumph)  or  totally  defeat  the  expectations  of  the 
unfortunate  exile,  James^  still  styled  hy  the  French,  king  of 
Great  Britain.  The  preparations  for  war,  which  had  hceo 
lan^id,  or  at  least,  not  exceeding  the  ordinary  coone  of 
national  contestt  on  a  sudden  assumed  an  appearance  of 
Tigour  worthy  of  the  great  stake  for  which  two  nations  were 
to  contend.  The  appearance  of  Tictory  at  Beach^  Hesd, 
the  promised  countenance  of  the  numerous  partixans  of 
James,  who  resided  in  Ensland,  the  many  capricions  ex* 
captions  taken  hy  persons  of  the  first  rank  to  the  conduct  of 
William,  all  appeared  to  pro|^o8ticate,  and  eren  to  insure 
success*  Thejr  infused  additional  spirit  into  the  Frendi 
nation,  till  enthusiasm  made  each  indiridual  almost  itUk 
himself  the  arbiter  on  whom  the  fkle  of  Europe  depen<kd. 
The  equipment,  destined  to  carry  into  execution  the  projects 
of  Louis,  was  immense.  Its  force  has  been  variously  stated; 
some  representing  it  as  not  more  than  forty-four  ships,  uhile 
others  liave  swelled  the  account  to  sixty-three  and  upwards. 
Tiie  combined  fleet  evidently  out-numberuJ  them ;  thL  V  reck- 
oned no  less  than  ninety-nine  sail  in  their  line- of- battle. 
Many  persons  contemplating  the  force  of  the  allied  fleet, 
and  considering  the  vast  inequality  of  the  enemy,  may  attri- 


Digitized  by  Google 


ftUSSEL.  239 

I  iiteless  merit  to  the  f^nj^lish  adaurai  timn  hv  really  deserves. 
Haperlor  as  was  his  ibrce,  it  was  not  possible  to  bring  into 
tli^t  part  of  the  action,  in  whirh  the  Fruucii  were  tirst  dis- 
comfited, numbers  equal  <  vcn  to  those  which  they  put  to 
flight.     Admiral  lvu.-.3<jrb  ;u?count,  which  has  been  already 
^ven,  is  pLiin  :unl  modest,  as  well  in  respect  to  the  Heel  lie 
commaiiicd       to  the  loss  of  the  enemy.     Tourville,  wlio 
WIS 'm  the  Royal  Sun,  carrying  one  hundred  and  ten  guns, 
tbe  finest  ship  in  Europe,  passed  all  the  Dutch  and  English 
iliips  which  he  found  in  his  way,  singled  out  llussel,  and 
me  down  upon  him ;  but  by  the  reception  which  he  got,  he 
wat  aooo  convioced  of  his  miitalwy  id  thinking  that  the  En« 
giiili  admiiml  would,  in  ooniidmtioa  of  any  interest  upon 
wlh»  ikriko  to  ft  French  one :  yet,  though  conscious  of  the 
ioferMijof  his&etihewasasnained  to  abandon  asltiittdon 
wUch  hia  officers  in  vain  adrised  him  to  avoid.  And 
the  rest  of  the  admirals  and  cuytainsi  ashamed  to  abandon 
tbair  head,  joined  in  the  action  as  fast  as  they  came  up,  and 
ttttoCained  it,  not  so  moch  hoping  to  gain  honoar,  as  striTing 
to  lose  as  little  as  thej  conld.   The  battle  went  on,  in  di^ 
ftt^ot  parts,  with  nncertatn  saocess,  from  the  vast  number 
oC  the  ships  engaged,  which  sometimes  gave  aid  to  the  dis* 
tMed,  aad  at  ot&r  times  snatched  victory  fVom  those  who 
tboi^ght  thejr  were  suxeof  it.  AUemond,  the  Dutch  admiral, 
WIS  in  the  van,  and  liad  received  orders  to  get  round 
tile  French  fleet,  in  order  that  no  part  of  it  might  ^cape, 
^^tempted  in  vain  to  obey;  and  a  tnick  fog  at  four  in  the 
*^^«TMKm  separated  the  combatants  from  the  view  of  eadi 

Kgoal  as  was  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  enough  had  not 

done  to  content  the  minds  of  alL  The  temporary  fury, 
ootwithstanding  the  want  of  proper  materiab  to  feed  and 
supply  it,  ragM  with  the  utmost  violence  against  Bossel, 

A  scrutiny  into  his  conduct  was  commenced  in  parliament 
iuriug  the' w  in ter,attd ended  highly  to  his  honour.  Thepoim-. 

\ieat  was,  however,  not  to  be  allayed  by  any  measure  short 
of  his  dismissal  from  his  command.  This  took  place  in  the 
^ring;  and  with  it  he  resigned  also  the  treaeurer-sUp  of  the 
an  office  which  he  had  held  ever  unce  the  year  1669. 
The  ill  success  of  our  naval  operations  daring  the  summer  of 
1693,  occasioned  his  recal  to  the  service  as  soon  as  the  Heet 
'^turned  into  port  for  the  if^inter:  and  William,  as  if  to 
J^otje  his  former  dismissal,  appointetl  him,  in  addition  to 

Other  trust,  on  the  2d  of  May  foUowiog,  first  commia* 
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sioner  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high-admiral.  T\ve 
fleet  being  ready,  liussel  hoisted  his  flag,  as  commander-iD- 
chief,  on  the  Ist  of  May.    The  operation  to  be  first  attempted 
was,  an  attack  on  Brest ;  a  resolution  fatal  as  well  as  dis- 
graceful to  the  British  arms,  and  which  ended  in  the  destruc- 
tion  of  lieutenant-general  Talmafh,  who  commanded,  bj 
land,  the  forlorn  hope  sacrificed  on  this  melancholy  occasioD. 
The  grand  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Russel,  did  not  sail 
from  Spithead  till  the  6th  of  June.    The  French  failing  to 
render  themselves  masters  of  the  European  seas,  had  turned 
their  efforts  towards  the  Mediterranean,  where  the  Count  de 
Tourville  was  ordered  to  collect  all  the  naval  force  of 
France.    Thither  liussel  was  sent  with  a  fleet  composed  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty*six  ships,  eighty-eight  of  which  were 
of  the  line,  and  the  admiral  of  France,  retiring  with  preci- 
pitation to  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  convinced  the  neighbour- 
ing states  of  their  error,  after  every  means  had  been  used^ 
with  temporary  success,  to  impress  them  with  an  idea  of  the 
naval  supremacy  of  Louis.    During  the  time  the  fle«t  coo* 
tinned  in  the  Mediterranean,  Russel  was  attacked  by  a  fever, 
and  reduced  so  low,  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  chief 
command  of  the  fleet  for  a  time,  with  vice-admiral  Aylmer. 
But  having  recovered  his  health  towards  the  autumn,  he 
resumed  the  command,  and  sailed  for  Cadiz,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  8th  of  November.    Having  wintered  there, 
he  returned  to  his  former  station  the  following  year,  where 
he  kept  the  French  in  awe.    He  convinced  the  nations  of 
the  world  of  the  inferiority  of  the  French  naval  power,  when 
compared  to  our  own  ;  and  prevented  the  detachment  of  any 
force  sufficient  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  European 
seas.    He  returned  to  England  in  the  autumn,  and  appeared 
no  more  in  the  character  of  a  naval  commander.    In  1697, 
when  king  William  was  preparing  to  go  to  Holland,  admiral 
Russel,  then  first  commissioner  of  the  admiralty,  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  lords  justices  during  his  absence,  and 
created  a  peer  by  the  title  of  baron  of  Shingey,  viscount 
Barfleur,  and  earl  of  Orford.    In  1699,  he  resigned  all  his 
employments,  and  from  this  period,  till  the  eighth  year  of 
queen  Anne,  he  concerned  himself  no  farther  with'  publie 
busineeSy  than  persons  of  his  elevated  rank  usually  do, 
whether  connected  with  the  administration  of  government 
or  not,  which  may  be  readily  accounted  for,  by  recollecting 
that  the  direction  of  all  naval  affairs  was  confided  by 
queen  Anne,  to  prince  George  of  Denmark,  who»  imm«> 
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4Mf  o»  ber  iccttiiop,  was  daolarad  lord  hkli^adoiira],  a 
ffMlwiMhfaeooiitiiiiiedtoboldtmiiiBde^  Inl709,th6 
wl  waf  €iioe  man  eaUdl  iato  paUie  Vfy,  hmng  again  ap. 
Quirted  fini  eoonniMioiiv  for  eiiecii^^ 
adminL  He  was  offared  on  Uiii  ooeadosy  the  post  of  lord 
%ii>admiral  itself:  this  be  positive! j  reAuod  taldog,  though 
he  expressed  himself  perfectly  wUling  to  aooept  of  a  share  in 
tbe  direction.  He  M  not  longt  howerery  oontUme  to  hold 
ths  post  he  had  accepted,  for  soon  afler  the  reOMTal  of  the 
eui  of  €k>dolphin  from  the  <^lce  of  lord  high-treasurer,  the 
fni  of  Orford  resip^ned  his  post  of  first  commissiooer  of  the 
adainll7»aBd  again  rstifed  £rora  pobhc  life,  till  the  decease 
of  the  queen,  when  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  lords  justices 
to  set  tiU  the  arriTsl  of  ting  Oeorge  I.  Arom  Hanover. 
This  monarch  immediately  appointed  him  one  of  his  privy 
couneil;  and  on  the  1^  ot  Ocioher,  recalled  him  to  his 
former  post  of  first  commissioner  of  the  admiralty,  which  he 
eontinQed  to  hold  tiU  the  lith  of  April,  1717,  when  he  retired 
altogether  from  ]MthMc  employment.  Ue  died  at  his  house 
ia  Corent  Gard^i,  <hi  the  26th  of  Noremberi  1727,  in  the 
s^^itj.fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Aamg  other  distinguished  seamen  of  these  times  whose 
names  deserve  honourable  mention,  are  George  Legge,  lord 
Dartmouth,  who  died  in  the  tower,  w^here  he  was  confined  on 
suspicion  of  bcinp-  disaffected  to  the  revolution  government; 
Anthony  Ha^tin^s,  distinguished  for  his  successes  aeain^t 
the  Afnican  piriitcs,  and  v;  ho  fell  gloriously  nt  the  uattle 
of  La  Hoifue;  Henry,  fir^t  duke  of  Grafton,  v.  ho  also  fell 
in  defence  of  hi?  country;  and  John  Neville,  who  is  said  to 
have  been  descended  from  the  admiral  of  the  fleet  to  Wil- 
liam the  conqueror,  and  whose  actions  pri»ved  him  worthy 
of  so  illu-trious  a  descent.  We  may  place  side  by  side  with 
Neville,  bir  John  Berry,  the  son  of  a  poor  but  excellent 
clergyman  in  Devonshire.  This  worthy  man  died  in  com- 
paratively early  lite,  and  left  a  numerous  family  in  poverty. 
John  Berry  was  bound  apprentice  on  board  a  nierehantman 
af  Plyinouth,  and  after  havintr  been  twice  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  undergone  many  mi.^ fortunes,  l)ecame 
boatswain  of  a  ketch  belonging  to  the  rov  il  navy.  He 
thence  fought  his  way  up  with  ^eat  iritrepiditj  10  the  com- 
mand o£  a  doet,  aud  died  rear-admirai  in  1691. 
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Anne  ascended  the  throne  on  March  8th,  1 702,  being  then 
thirty-eight  years  of  age.  She  died  August,  1714.  The 
policy  of  William' h  rL-iirn  was  continued  by  his  successor 
during  the  crreater  part  of  her  reign,  and  the  land  ser- 
vice was  still,  as  under  William,  prf  l'iTri.l  to  the  naval, 
and  for  a  similar  reason.  The  duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  liad  attained  a  complete  ascendancy  in  the  council 
of  the  queen,  li.ul  directed  his  commanding  eenius  to  mili- 
tary affairSy  and  sunn  acquired  for  himf^eif  t\\f  character 
of  tlu»  greatest  general  of  the  age.  The  appuiotment  of 
the  (pieen's  consort,  prince  GeoriTL-  of  Denmark,  to  be  lord 
high -admiral,  was  not  a  very  felicitous  one;  his  rank  and 
near  relationship  to  the  sovereign^  prevc^nting  measiirr* 
connected  with  the  admiralty  from  being  so  narrowly  scru- 
tinized AS  they  would  otherwise  have  been,  while  the  com- 
missioners, who  acted  for  him,  were  too  nun  !i  disposed  to 
take  shelter  under  his  name.  The  naval  tran>actioM  of  Um 
reign,  were,  however,  by  no  means  unimportant. 

The  war  for  which  William  had  prepared,  was  fioillj 
declared  in  Majy  1702,  against  France  and  Spain;  Ae 
Dutch,  as  before,  continiung  their  aliiance^  offeoave  Mtti  de- 
fensive, with  England. 

The  ostensible  object  of  this  war  was  to  support  the  cliimi 
of  the  archduke,  Charles  of  Austriay  to  the  throne  of  Spain, 
the  succession  of  which  bad  been  guaranteed  to  him  by  a 
treaty,  to  which  France  was  a  party.  Loub  XIV.,  how- 
ever,  supported  the  claims  of  his  second  gnmdiODt  Phiili^; 
and  thus  we  shall  have  occasion  to  mentioQ  two  penons 
under  the  title  of  king  of  Spain,  namely,  Cbarlee  and 
Phillip. 

Sir  George  Booke  was  appointed  to  die  chief  command  of 
the  fleet;  and  a  powerftil  eipedition,  the  dnke  of  Onnoad 
being  in  command  of  the  ttom,  was  sent  agmnst  Cadb. 
This  was  completely  ansnccessral,  Osdis  being  fimnd  to  bt 
better  defended  than  was  anticipafted,  and  the  Spaaiardi 
showinff  no  great  dispositioa  to  take  the  part  of  king  Oliarlii 
as  had  Seen  ezpeeted.  Sir  Oeor^e^s  orders,  besides!,  were  Is 
endeayoar,  if  possible,  to  conciliate  the  Spanish,  wUeh  hs 
found  Iter  J  difflcnlt  to  reconcile  with  bombaiding  thor 
towns,  and  kooekiDg  down  their  houses  over  their  hssds. 
He  was  more  suooessfbl  in  an  attadc  upon  Vigo,  into  which 
the  fleet  of  Spanish  galleons,  richly  ladeiiy  put  in  under 
the  convoy  of  a  FrcDch  squadron.    The  attaoc  was  pushed 
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y>  iih  great  Tigonr.  Fifteen  Freoch  men-of-war,  two  fri- 
gates, and  seventeen  jralleons,  were  burned,  sank,  or  tjkkea^ 
while  tile  loss  of  the  Enj^'Hsh  And  Dutch  was  venr  tnTial. 

Admiral  Ben  bow  had  heen  sent,  before  the  public  declara- 
tion of  war,  with  a  squadron  to  the  Wc-^t  Icdie.^,  in  order  to 
k^T^uij  to  prevent  tht  S(^nish  Island*  from  falling'  into  tbe 
powtT  of  France,  or,  what  was  coDsidered  the  fiaine  thin^r. 
Aeknowlt<lgirjg  thf  authority  of  kinjr  Phillip.    This  -was  a 
liiost  disastrous  exi:>i*<iitioD ;  and  a«  in  its  r»-^ults  it  involved 
tbe  characters  and  lives  of  teveraJ  Briti^li  officers,  it  rin|uire5 
from  us  a  farther  notice.    Benbow's  m^iia^lron  c<jn«!fte^I  of 
two-thir<l  r.ir*     and  eight-fourth  rates.    Tht  French,  under 
Dttcas>e,  w  I  1  L  etjual,  if  not  superit»r  in  number.    i)n  the 
tenth  of  August,  1702,  haviuj^  receiTed  advice  that  liucas^e 
had  saile<l  fur  Cartha^ena,  and  from  thence  was  to  sail  to 
Portobello,  Benbow  resolv€?<i  to  fouuw  him,  and  accord- 
ing!? sailed  that  day  for  the  Spanish  coast  of  Santa  Martha. 
On  the  nineteenth,  in  the  eveuiiig,  he  discovered  near  that 
place,  ten  sail  t«>  the  we-^tward:  standing  towards  them,  he 
fomidthe  L^'reaterpart  of  ii.vm  to  be  French  men-of-w  ar :  uu'  in 
thb  he  Made  the  usual  signal  for  a  iiiic  of  battle,  troin;/  awitv 
T*/».h  an  tuk^y  sikilj  thai  ids  sternmoit  ships  mi'j'K:  c  au-  up, 
the  French  steering  along-shore  under  their  tcipsa;!-.  Their 
squidTua  consisted  of  four  s^hips,  from  «riity  to  se^-i.tv  ^uub, 
with  one  grt-at  Datch-built  j-hip  of  about  thirty  or  forty; 
and  there  was  another  full  of  Mjldiers,  the  rest  small  one;?, 
lod  a  sloop.    Our  frigates  asteru  were  a  long  time  in  com- 
mg  np,  and  the  night  adrancing,  the  admiral  steered  along, 
■de  the  French ;  bat  though  he  endeaTOiired  to  near  them, 
jet  lie  intended  not  to  make  Any  Attack,  until  the  DefiAnce 
WIS  got  Abrenst  of  the  bcndmost. 

Before  lie  coold  rMeh  tliil  ilAtkin,  the  FAlnootli,  wlueii 
19M  ia  the  teerj  attempted  tbe  Dutch  ibqi^tlie  Windsor,  the 
shipAbfeeeiof  ber,  aa  did  alio  the  Dellaiice;  and  toon  after 
tbe  rear-adiniral  himielf  waa  engaged,  hftnng  int  reoeiTed 
tbe  lire  of  the  ship  whidi  waa  opponte  to  bim;  but  the  De- 
fianee  and  Windaor  stood  no  more  than  two  or  three  broad* 
nieay  before  ther  Inffed  out  of  gnn-ahoty  tnaooracfa  that  the 
two  ileminoet  inipa  of  the  enonj  laj  upon  tbe  admiraly  and 
galled  bim  Terj  modi;  nor  did  the  ehipe  in  the  rear  oome 
up  to  bis  aaaiftanee  with  thai  diligenoe  wbidi  mtefat  have 
Meneipeeted.  Frem  four  o*doQk» until  mgfat,the.%bt eon* 
tinnid»cndtlioogbthef  then  left  off  fringt  jet  tbe  adnurml 
kept  them  oompAny. 
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On  the  twentieth,  at  day-break,  he  found  himself  v^tt 
Dear  the  enemy,  with  only  the  Ruby  to  a^si>t  him,  the  re»t 
of  the  shijis  lying  three,  four,  or  live  links  astern.  They 
had  but  littlr  wind,  and  thougli  tlie  admiral  ^va5  within  g-un- 
shot  of  the  encmv,  vet  tlie  latter  did  not  fire.  About  t^o 
ill  the  alternooii,  the  sea-breeze  began  to  blow,  and  then  the 
enemy  trot  into  aline,  making  what  pail  they  could:  ai^i  the 
rest  of  the  ships  not  coming  up,  the  admiral  and  the  Kubj 
plied  them  wim  chace-guna,  and  ke^t  them  rompanj  all  thd 
next  ni^^iit. 

Oi)  iho  twenty-first,  the  admiral  was  on  the  quarter  of  the 
gecor^d  shi]>  of  the  enemy's  line,  within  point-blank  shot; 
but  the  Ruby  being  ahead  of  the  same  ship,  she  fired  at  her, 
as  the  other  ship  did  likewise  that  was  ahead  of  the  admiraL 
The  Breda  engaged  the  ship  that  £rst  attacked  the  Bub?, 
and  plied  her  so  warmly,  that  she  was  forced  to  tow  cJt. 
The  admiral  w*ould  hare  followed  her,  but  the  Bub|  was  m 
such  a  coodiiioo  that  he  could  not  Iwre  her.   Donng  this 
eogegemeDt)  the  rear-ship  of  the  enemj^e  was  abreeefc  the 
Defiance  and  Windsor,  but  neither  of  those  ships  fired  a 
single  shot.    Ontbetweot^-second^at  da^-break,  the  Gfccn 
wioi  was  five  leagues  astern,  though  the  signal  for  battle  wee 
never  stnieh  night  or  day ;  aboot  three  in  the  afUmooii  the 
wind  came  soatherly,  which  gave  the  encniy  the  weefter- 
gage.    On  the  twenty-third,  the  enemy  wee  ms,  lei|pNe 
ahead,  and  the  great  Dutch  ship  separated  from  them.  AX 
ten,  the  enemy  tacked  with  the  wind  at  E.N«£«,  the  rioe- 
admiral  fetched  point^hlank  within  a  shot  or  two  of  fhi  m^ 
and  each  ga?e  the  other  his  broadside*  About  neont  th^f 
recovered  from  the  enemv  «  anaU  En^^iah  ship,  called 
Anne^galleTi  which  thej  bad  taken  off  the  rook  of  latbtmu 
The  Bnbj  Mng  disabled,  the  admiral  ordered  her  for  Fort* 
Soyal.   The  rest  of  the  squadron  now  came  up,  and  the 
enemy  bein^  but  two  miles  off,  the  brare  admirel  wee  in 
hopes  of  dorag  eometbin^  at  last,  and  thereftum  continued  to 
steer  after  them;  but  his  fihip8>  except  die  Falnumtlv  wen 
soon  astern  egain;  at  twelve  tne  enemj^  beffan  to  separatet^ 

On  the  twenty«>fbarth,  about  two  In  ue  morning,  they 
came  up  within  odl  of  the  stemroost,  there  being  then  verr 
little  wmd,  when  the  admiral  fired  a  broadside.  At  thri.^ 
o*clock  the  admiral's  right  leg  was  shattered  to  pieces  bj  a 
chain-shot,  and  he  was  carried  down;  but  he  presently 
ordered  his  cradle  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  continueii  t':;^ 
fight  till  day.    Thea  appeared  the  ruins  of  uue  uf  ihe 
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wmfw  of  abo«l  tmnty  f«M,  hm  wm^jard  dova 
aid  ApI  tm  ^eo«s,  Imt  fo«B-top.sail*7«rd  iboC  mj,  b<r 
iMSMBfll  ahoC  bj  tba  bc^o^  aU  ber  riggmg  eom^  a^d  kir 
iiaaknd  topiaen.  The  admiral  aoea  after  &covered  the 
'  rTiV  ^^LTl'iiug  towards  him  with  a  alrong  gale  of  wind« 
Bm  WwriiOT,  PeoAeoftis,  and  Oreeowich,  ahead  of  tha 
caaMT,caBetotfae  leeward  of  Hm  dMablad  aUp,  M  iMr 
ktmiMm,  panad  her,  and  alood  to  the  southward;  theft 
BMaa  tha  IMaaee,  fir  d  part  of  her  hreadside,  when  tba 
dwihiad  ahip  rehiiaiag  aboat  twenty  nn^.  the  Defiance  put 
hor  heim  aweather,  and  ran  mwmj  r%ht  before  the  wind, 
lowered  both  her  topeafliy  aoad  ran  to  the  leeward  ai  tha 
FalmoQth,  witlmt  mar  tmid  to  the  aignal  of  battle. 

The  eoeinj  seei^  lae  oiBier  two  ships  stand  to  the  south* 
ward,  expected  thej  would  hare  tacked  and  stood  towarda 
them,  and  therefore  thej  bnraght  their  heads  to  the  north- 
ward.  But  when  thej  saw  th<Me  ships  did  not  tads,  thej 
zmmediateiT  bore  down  upon  the  admiral,  and  ran  between 
their  disabled  ship  and  him,  and  poured  in  all  their  shot,  bj 
which  they  brought  down  his  main-top-sail-yard,  and  shat- 
tered his  rigginj^  very  much,  none  of  the  other  ship-  bt^ng 
Dear  him,  or  taking  the  least  notice  of  his  f^ig^nais,  thoii^'h 
captain  Fog  ordered  two  crnns  to  be  fired  at  the  sliips  ahead, 
in  order  to  put  them  in  mind  of  their  duty.  The  Frer'^h, 
seeing  things  in  this  confusion,  brought  to,  an  !  lay  by  their 
own  disabled  ship,  remanned  and  took  her  in  tow.  The 
Breda's  ri^i^nt^  V'ttng  much  shattered,  she  was  forced  to 
I'e  by  till  ten  o'clock,  and  being  by  that  time  refitted,  the 
admiral  nrdi-red  his  cnptain  to  pursue  the  eneii^^,  then  about 
thrt*!  tiiil»-'S  to  the  K'cward,  line  uf  battle  signal  out  all 
the  whi!r,  and  captain  Fn-j-,  i)v  the  admiral's  oraers,  sent  to 
the  other  ca|)tains,  to  order  them  tu  kr-'p  the  Wne,  Upon 
this,  captain  Kirhv  tame  on  boai*d  the  admiral,  and  tuld 
him,  "  That  he  ha-l  better  desist;  that  the  Froneh  were  very 
ftDni?;  and  that  froru  what  was  pasty  he  might  guess  he 

could  make  nothing:;  ot'it,** 

The  brave  Ben  bow,  more  snrpristd  at  this  language^ 
than  he  would  have  been  at  the  sight  of  another  French 
■quadron,  sent  for  the  rest  of  the  captains  (m  board,  in 
order  to  ask  their  opinion.  Thev  obeyed  him,  indeed,  but 
were  roost  of  them  of  captain  &rby*s  way  of  thinking; 
which  s<itisfied  the  admiral  that  they  were  not  inclined  to 
fi^htj  and  that,  a.-  Kirby  phra-ed  it,  there  was  nothintr  to  be 
done,  though  there  waa  the  iairest  up^ortuuily  that  had  yet 
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offered.  Our  strength  was,  at  tliis  time,  one  ship  of  sevcmty 
guns,  one  of  sixty-four,  one  of  bixtv,  and  ihree  of  tiny  :  th»  ir 
masts, yardSf  and  all  things  else  in  as  good  couditiuu  ;id  could 
be  expected,  and  not  above  eight  men  killed,  except  in  the 
vice-adinirars  own  ship,  nor  was  there  any  want  of  atuinuai- 
tion;  whereas  ihv  t  lu  iny  had  now  no  more  than  four  ships 
from  sixty  to  seventy  guns,  and  one  of  them  disabled  and  in 
tow.  The  vice-adinli  al  thouprht  proper,  upon  this,  to  return  to 
Jamaica,  where  he  arrived  with  Ins  squadron,  very  weak  with 
;i  fuvur  induced  by  his  wounds,  and  was  soon  after  joined  by 
rear-admiral  Whetstone,  with  the  ships  under  his  command. 

As  soon  as  be  conveniently  could,  Benbow  issued  a  com- 
mission to  rear-admiral  Whetstone  and  several  captains,  to 
hold  a  coarC-martul  for  the  trial  of  several  ofiendiBrs.  On 
the  sixth  of  October,  1702»  the  court  sat  at  Pcrf-Ro^al, 
when  captain  Kirby,  of  die  Defianoi^  was  hrooght  to 
trial.  He  waa  accased  of  cowardioe^  breach  of  orders,  and 
neglect  of  dn^;  which  crimei  were  proTed  upom  oaA  bj 
the  adsural  himaelfy  ten  comndisiony  and  eleren  wanmnt 
officers;  by  whose  evidence^  it  appeared,  that  the  admini 
boarded  Dncasie  in  person  three  timesi  and  recnred  n  large 
wound  in  hb  face  and  another  in  his  ann»  before  to  j£g 
was  shot  off;  that  Kirby,  alter  two  or  three  hnmdMm, 
kept  always  ont  of  gnn-uioty  and  bT  his  behaTionr  created 
such  a  fear  of  lus  desertiont  as  matfy  discouraged  the  Bsg^- 
lish  in  the  engagement;  that  he  kept  two  or  three  mhr 
astern  all  the  second  day,  though  commanded  egein  «id 
again  to  keep  his  station;  that  he  did  not  fire  a  gnn,  tfioogh 
he  saw  the  admiral  in  the  deepest  distress,  having  two  or 
three  Frendi  men-of-war  upon  him  at  a  time;  and  that  he 
threatened  to  kill  his  boatswain  for  repeating  the  admiral^a 
command  to  fire.    Ue  was  deservedly  sentenced  to  be  siiot. 

The  same  day,  captain  Oonstahio,  of  the  Windsor,  wan 
tried ;  his  own  officers  vindicated  hSm  from  cowardiee^  b«l 
the  rest  of  the  diarse  being  dearly  proved,  he  was  eentaBCsd 
to  be  cashiered,  and  to  be  imprisoned  daring  ber  majesty's 
pleasnre.  The  neit  day  captain  Wade  was  tried,  and  » 
charge  being  faUj  proTca  by  sixteen  conunissbn  and  war- 
rant officers  on  board  Us  own  ship,  as  also,  that  he  wss 
drunk  during  the  time  of  the  engagement,  he  had  t))e 
same  sentence  with  Kirby.  As  for  captain  Uudsoa*  he 
died  a  few  days  before  his  trial  should  have  come  on,  tmi 
thereby  avoided  dying  as  Kirby  and  Wade  did,  fOT  hiSMSe 

was  exactly  the  same  with  theirs. 
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Oft  die  twdfth,  ciaie  on  the  trills  of  cutaui  T1ooent» 
cominiDdflr  of  tbo  Falmoutiiy  and  Oftptaio  Foff»  who  was 
r«fitiin  of  tha  admirars  own  ship,  the  Breda»  for  signing, 
«i  theMvaaaBkm  of  captain  Kirbj»  a  paper,  oontainitiK  an 
ob^gation  not  to  4ght  the  Franeh*  The  ftct  was  dear, 
and  the  captains  themselTes  did  not  dispnte  it.  All  thej 
«Ared  was  in  cKtenaation  of  their  oiKmoe,  and  amounting 
«Bly  to  this,  thai  they  were  apprehensiTe  ^rhj  would  hare 
dawrtsd  to  the  enemy,  and  ther  took  tUs  step  to  prvrent  it« 
But  tins  tale  wonld  nave  han&T  passed  on  the  ooart-nar- 
tial,  if  the  admiral  himself  had  not  giren  some  weight  to 
tMr  exeoses,  bj  declaring,  that  thej  hehaTcd  thenuelTce 
wery  gallantly  in  the  fight  For  the  sake  of  discipline,  the 
court,  bowerer,  thouffht  fit  to  SQspend  them$  and  yet,  to 
£iToar  the  captains^  wis  judgment  was  given,  with  a  proTiso 
tiiat  it  should  not  commence  till  h»  roju  highnesses  pleasure 
sLoulJ  be  known. 

Benbow  died  of  bis  wounds  soon  after  the  trials}  he  was 
an  honest,  rough  seaman,  and  fancied  that  the  command 
was  bcetowed  upon  him  for  no  other  reason,  than  that  he 
ihoold  serre  his  oountiy:  this  induced  him  to  treat  captain 
Kirb^,  and  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen,  a  little  briskly  at 
Jamaica,  when  he  found  them  not  quite  so  ready  to  obey  his 
oniers  as  he  thought  it  was  their  duty ;  and  this  it  was  that 
engmged  them  in  the  base  and  wicked  design  of  putting  it 
cot  ^  bb  power  to  engage  the  French,  presuming  that,  as 
so  many  were  concerned  in  it,  they  m^t  be  nble  to  justify 
themselves,  and  throw  the  blame  upon  the  admiral,  and  so 
they  hoped  to  be  rid  of  him.  But  his  ragged  honesty  baffled 
tlwn ;  and  wc  may  guess  at  the  spirit  of  the  man,  by  the 
answer  he  ^ave  one  of  his  lieutenants,  -who  expressed  his 
sorrow  for  the  loss  of  his  ley;.  "  I  am  sorry  for  it  too," 
says  the  L'allant  Benhow,  "  but  I  had  rather  have  lost  thorn 
both,  than  have  seen  this  dishonrmr  hrnn'^»-ht  upon  the  Kng- 
li*h  nation.  But  do  yon  hoar,  if  ai\ntlH  r  ?hf>t  should  take 
jne  off,  behave  Hko  I  rave  men,  and  H;^^lit  it  nut.** 

Th*^  oondeniiiL"!  captains  were  imoiediately  shot  on  their 
arrival  at  riymuut)),  in  April,  1703. 

lu  Novpni)>er  ct  the  same  year  happened  a  drt  adful  storm, 
memorable  in  tli-^  annals  of  our  naw  :  for  hv  it  [hvw  \n  v- 
ished  thirtet  ii  -iilps  uf  war«  and  upwards  of  hfteen  hundred 
eearaen  \\(  vv  <iro\vned. 

In  th^'  M-i  iriLT  of  1704,  Sir  Oeortre  Hooke  again  put  to  «ea, 
With  a  well  ec^pped  heel ;  but,  perplexed  by  contradictory 
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instnictioBB,  ht  did  noMog  dmUkf%  hwriag  hSkd  in  n 
attempt  «pon  Batoelena. 

Being  MDsibk  of  the  refledioiis  that  would  fail  him, 
if,  havipg  m  coosiderable  a  fleet  mider  hb  eewapd, 
spent  the  tumrner  in  doing  nothinff  of  hnportance,  be  cmBed 
a^uneil  of  war  on  the  aeTenteeDUi  of  Julj,  in  the  roed  of 
Tetuaiiy  where  havbg  dedared  that  he  tibengfat  it  reiMiirile 
thej  should  resolve  upon  some  senrioe  or  other,  it  was 
mined  to  make  a  sudden  and  yigorous  attempt  upon  Gibrahar* 
The  fleet,  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  arriTed  in  the  Bay 
of  Oihraitar  on  the  twenty-first  of  Jnlr,  and  the  mariDes, 
English,  and  Dutch,  to  tho  number  or  eighteen  handred, 
were  landcti  under  the  ccHnmnnd  of  tho  prince  of  Hesse,  oa 
the  Isthmus,  to  cut  off  ail  commiinioatifm  between  the  towa 
aYid  the  cuntinent.  Hi?  hitrhne^s  havltiLr  taken  post  there, 
snr^iniKmed  the  governor,  who  answere*!  that  he  \vouM  def^=*T>d 
the  place  to  the  last.  On  the  twenty-second,  the  admiral,  at 
break  of  day,  gave  the  siLrnal  for  caTinonnding  the  tomn; 
which  was  performod  with  such  vigour,  that  titleen  thou'-jind 
shot  were  f^pent  in  five  hours;  when  the  admiral  perceiving 
that  the  enemv  were  driven  from  their  fortificationr^  at  ?he 
south  mole-head,  and  that  if  \n  e  were  once  po?se5«(-«i  oi  ihp<e, 
tho  town  must  be  taken  of  course,  he  ordered  ca}'tjiin  Whit- 
aker  to  arm  all  the  boats,  and  to  attempt  to  make  himseif 
master  of  them.  This  order  wns  no  ^o<»n£T  isi-ut-d,  than 
captain  Hicks  and  captain  Jumper,  w ho  were  iiear€>5t  tho 
mole,  pushed  on  shore  with  their  pinnaces,  and  seized 
the  fortitications  before  the  rest  could  come  up.  The 
Spaniards  seeing  this,  sprung  a  mine,  by  which  t«o  lieu- 
tenants and  forty  men  were  killed,  and  about  sixty  more 
wounde<1 :  iiowever,  they  kept  possession  of  the  great  plat- 
form, till  they  were  sustained  by  Captain  Whitaker,  and  the 
s-eamcn  under  his  command,  who  verv  soon  made  lihii.-elf 
master  of  a  redoubt,  between  tho  mole  and  the  town;  on 
which  the  admiral  sent  a  letter  to  the  governor,  who  on  the 
twenty-fourth  capitulated.  As  this  design  was  oontrired  bj 
the  admirals,  so  it  was  executed  entirel?  bj  the  s^unen,  aod 
therefore  the  whole  honour  of  it  is  due  to  them.  After 
putting  as  many  men  as  could  be  spared  into  the  pUoe,  under 
the  command  or  the  prince  of  Hesse,  the  fleet  safled  to 
tnan,  in  order  to  take  in  wood  end  water. 

While  thej  lay  her^  tho  Dutefa  admlnl  sent  a  flag-eAenr 
and  lix  ships  tolibboo,  noder  orders  to  rstom  hMn%  and 
a  prondse  that  he  wonld  qnioUy  ftUow  them.   On  the  Mh 


Digitized  by  Google 


BATTLE  OF  MALAGl.  2^9 

Amst  tfaaj  mIM  a^ti»  from  Gibi«Iiar«  tad  had  Mil 
«f  tbe  rreadi  floeC»  whidi  tlMjr  raolTad  to  engage.  The 
ktler  deelined  eomAig  to  afltioii»  and  endearoimil  to  gel 
o««f ;  b«t  Sir  Qeorge  pursued  them  whh  all  the  tail  he 
esiMmahe.   On  the  thirteenth  of  the  eamemraliit  he  came 
wklun  three  kagnes  of  then,  when  thef  hrooght  to  with 
their  heads  to  the  soathward^  the  wind  ndng  east^I  j,  and 
fcnneg  n  line^  Uj  in  a  proper  postnre  to  reeeire  him*  They 
wm  mtj-two  shipSy  and  twentj-fbor  gdleya,  Tsey  strong 
in  tbe  eeotre,  but  weaker  In  -the  van  and  rear;  to  supply 
which,  most  of  their  gnUeys  were  ptaoed  in  those  squadrons. 
Id  the  centre  was  count  Toolonse*  Ugh-admiral  of  Franoe^ 
with  tbe  white  aqnadron ;  in  the  ran  the  white  and  bine  fLag, 
and  in  the  rear  tne  blue,  each  admiral  having  his  vioe  and 
rear-admiral.    Our  fleet  consisted  of  fiflj-three  shipsf  bnt 
the  admiral  ordered  the  Swallow  and  Panther,  two-fourth 
rates»  with  a  fifth  and  a  sixth,  and  two  fir»«hip8,  to  lie  to 
wia^rard  of  him^  thai  if  the  enemj*s  ran  should  push 
onr  tine  with  their  galleys  and  fire-ships^  they 
mis^ht  give  them  some  employment. 

A  little  after  ten  in  the  morning,  our  fleet  bore  down  in 
oHer  of  battle,  and  when  they  came  within  half  gun-^^bot  of 
tbe  enemy,  the  French  set  all  their  sails  at  once,  ns  if  they 
inten^le^  to  Ftrr-tch  ahead  and  weather  u? :  '^o  that  our 
admiral,  af'tor  nriii;^^  a  chase-gun  at  the  French  admiral  to 
=t*Lv  for  him,  which  he  took  no  notice,  threw  ahroad  the 
signal,  and  hrj^aii  the  battle,  which  fell  very  iieaw  on  tho 
Royal  Catherine,  the  8t.  Oeorge,  and  the  Shrewslany. 
About  two  in  the  afrcnmnn  the  enemy's  van  crave  w  ay  to 
ours,  and  the  battle  .  iidcd  with  tbe  day,  when  the  enemy 
went  away  by  the  help  of  their  galleys  to  leeward.  In  the 
ni'j'ht  the  wind  shifted  to  the  northward,  and  in  the  morning 
t-L'  t}ie  westward,  whieh  crave  the  enemy  the  wind  of  us. 

lav  hv  all  day  u  itliin  three  leagues  of  eaeh  othci",  rejiair- 
ing  "ur  defects,  aud  at  night  tliey  filed  and  stuod  tu  the 
nortlnvard.  Our  fleet  endeavourL  1  the  two  next  days  to 
renew  the  %ht^  but  the  French  avoided  it,  and  at  last  boro 
away. 

This  plainly  discoTers  that  we  had  the  victory,  notwith- 
^tandinic  the  great  advantages  of  the  French;  which  those 
who  uuderstand  maritiine  affairs,  will  allow  to  be  as  great 

ever  any  fleet  had.  For  first,  tiieir  ships  were  larger; 
thev  had  seventeen  three^di'ek  ships,  and  we*  Ijad  hut  seven. 
Secondly  J  they  bad  a  great  advaatagti  iu  thur  weight  of 
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metal;  for  thcv  had  six  hundred  guns  more  tliau  we. 
Thirdlj,  they  were  clean  ships,  just  come  out  of  port; 
whereas  ours  had  been  long  at  sea,  and  had  done  hard  ser- 
vice.   Fourthly,  they  had  the  assistance  of  their  galleys; 
•od  how  great  an  advantage  this  was,  will  appear  froni 
iieiMM^  that  about  the  middle  of  the  fi^ht,  the  Freodi  ad- 
minl  ordered  a  serenty-gun  ship  to  botrd  the  Monk,  • 
ax^-gun  ship  of  ours,  oommandad  bj  captain  MigheUs; 
wbdi  she  di4  tndwia  beat  off  tlino  tiiDeiy  and  ol^ 
repolae  die  bad  ber  woonded  men  talran  off,  and  her  coiBD^ 
nent  restored  by  the  gall  eys.   Fifthly,  the  Frendi  fleet 
was  thorouglily  provided  with  ammmiition;  wbidi  was  eo 
mndi  wanted  in  ottrSf  tfaet  several  ships  were  towed  out  of 
the  linoy  beeaose  tbcgr  bad  neither  powoer  nor  ball  sutt<aent 
fyt  a  sbgle  broadside.   But  the  sldll  of  the  admiral,  and 
the  braverv  of  the  offiosrs  and  seamen  nndcr  bis  oommaatd, 
supplied  all  detetsysnd  enabled  them  to  give  the  Frendi  eo 
deer  a  proof  of  tbeir  snneriority  over  them  in  ell  respects  eft 
sea,  that  tbej  not  only  aedined  renewing  the  figbt  at  pr^ 
sent,  hot  avoided  os  after,  and  dorst  not  ventnre  a  battle  on 
that  element  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.    It  may  be 
therefore  justly       that  the  bettle  of  Maliga  decided'  the 
enqiire  of  the  sea,  and  left  to  us  and  the  Dntdi  an  mfia- 
puted  claim  to  the  title  of  maritimo  powers. 

Repeated  and  strenuous  attempts  were  immediately  Tnn4a 
to  retake  Gibraltar,  but  these  were  ae  constantly  baffied  bj 
our  superior  force  at  sea. 

Notwithstanding  bis  brilliant  successes,  Sir  George  Roekn 
was  soon  after  driven  into  retirement  by  the  intri^es  of 
|>arty,  which  at  this  time  ran  veir  hi^b.  Upon  this  sob- 
ject»  a  kesn  party  writer  of  the  day,  m  a  pamphlet  staled 

Caveat  agamst  the  Whigs,"  has  the  following  inveetiTe, 
which  we  present  oor  readers  as  a  specimen: — ^'In  1704,** 
says  he  "  Sir  George  Rooke,  with  a  crew  of  cabin -bop» 
took  the  almost  impregnable  fortress  of  Gibraltar;  so 
that,  at  the  same  time,  British  trophies  wore  erected 
eastward  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  l>anube,  and  her 
fl;jf_r<;  ^vrre  5ecTi  wavinir  on  the  t^>wers  of  the  most  western 
part  of  Europe,  where  Hercules  tixed  hi*'  tif  piun  ultra. 
After  thi^,  untler  great  disadvantages,  botii  in  the  number, 
rates,  and  conditi^Tn  nf  hi«  «h!p«:,  nTiri,  nbnve  all,  in  the  want 
of  aiiniiunition,  he  mi  tar  cnnN  inced  the  t  rench  how  unecual 
a  match  th^v  were  for  u-  on  tlio  watery  element,  that  tot^y 
never  after  ventured  to  e^uip  anoih^  royal  nary;  yet,  how 
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wen  hb  Mrfkes  nndemliied  by  the  tadixm  berel  Oib* 
nhary  which  was  able  to  defy  the  power  of  SpaiD^  and  to 
baffle  and  waste  their  army  in  a  Ihutlefla  nege^  and  which  is 
Ekely  to  continoe  to  ftiture  ages,  an  honour  to  oor  arms^ 
and  a  safeguard  to  our  commerce,  was  a  place  of  no  strength 
er  Tslae,  and  the  engagement  at  sea  was  celebrated  with 
kmnoons,  instead  of  congratnlations.  Neitber  Us  actions 
in  tais  war»  nor  in  the  hist,  his  conduct  in  saving  our 
Turkey  fleet,  or  his  courage  in  destroying  the  French  ships 
at  La  Hogue,  could  prevail  with  them  to  allow  him  any 
share  of  skill  or  bravery ;  so  that  he  is  to  wait  for  justice 
from  impartial  posterity,  not  only  in  these  qualities,  but  in 
one  much  more  rare  in  this  age,  which  lie  showed  in  refus- 
ing' to  ask  a  privy  seal  for  a  sum  of  money  remaining  in  liis 
Lipids  of  what  had  been  remitted  to  liim ;  as  he  hail  ]iot 
wasted  it  in  monstrous  bowls  of  punch,  so  he  scorned  to 
enrich  himself  by  converting  the  public  treasure  to  his  own 
use,  but  ju-tly  accounted  for  it.  These  monuments,  in  spite 
of  envy  and  detraction,  will  remain  to  his  honour  in  the 
records  of  time,  and  his  memory  will  live  without  the  assist- 
ance  or  expense  of  a  lumpish  pile  of  stones,  clamped  up 
against  the  walls  of  Westminster  Abbey,  as  was  bestnwed  to 
cam  mini  orate  the  loss  of  some  of  her  niajesty*s  ships,  and 
the  more  valuable  lives  of  many  of  ber  subjectSyfor  want  of 
common  care  an  l  di^i  retion.'* 

8ir  Cloudesiey  JShovel  was  now  advanced  to  the  chief 
command,  and  he,  with  Sir  John  Iieal:o  and  Sir  Thomas 
Dilkes.  well  maintained  their  superioi  ity,  and  successfully 
repelled  severnl  attempts  ni.ule  on  Gibialtar.  AIkhU  the 
same  time,  admiral  Sir  George  Byng  was  retnarkably  suc- 
cessiul  ag'ainst  the  French  pnvateers^  and  in  aifordiog  pro- 
tection to  our  commerce. 

In  October,  1705,  Sir  Cloudesiey  Shovel  and  lord  I'eter- 
borough  conjoined  in  command,  and  took  Barcelona — an 
event  of  much  importance  to  king  Charles's  cause.  Alicant 
was  shortly  afterwards  also  reducsd»  as  was  also  Majorca, 
and  DOt  long  after,  Ostand. 

This  year  was  farther  rendered  memorable  by  the  loss  of 
8ir  Cloudesiey  Shovel,  whose  ship,  the  Association,  stmck 
on  a  rock  off  the  Scilly  rocks,  ana  perisbedt  as  did  several 
otbers  of  the  fleet  at  the  same  time. 

Pnnce  George  of  Denmark  died  in  1708,  when  the  earl  of 
Pembroke  was  appointed  lord  high-admirnl,  with  general 
spprobation;  bat  fiodiDg  the  duties  of  his  office  more  than 
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his  strength  enabled  faim  to  perform,  bo  retired  tbo  fellow, 
ing  year,  when  a  board  of  adtnirahj  was  nominated,  at  tho 
head  of  which  was  the  earl  of  Orfora;  Sir  John  Leake  and 

6ir  George  Bynir,  being  two  of  its  members. 
The  peace  of  IJtrecht  toolc  place  in  171%  nothing  of  great 

consequence  having,  in  the  meantime^  oocorrad  at  sen. 

The  gain  of  England,  by  this  long  war,  is  thus  siimmud 
up  by  our  historian: — ^*^To  conclude  this  part  of  myanV* 
lect,  I  must  observe,  that  upon  the  close  of  the  war,  tfw 
Preuch  found  themselves  totally  deprived  of  all  pretansioos 
to  the  dominion  of  the  sea.  Most  of  our  conqneats, 
indeed  all  of  them  that  were  of  any  use  to  us,  were  made, 
or  at  least  chiefly,  by  our  fleets.  Sir  Oeorge  Roolce  took 
Gibraltar,  and  Sir  John  Leake  reduced  Minorca;  and  it  is 
also  evident,  that  it  was  our  fleet  alone  that  supported  king 
Charles  in  Catalonia,  and  kept  the  king  of  Portugal  neadj 
to  the  grand  alliance ;  which,  besides  tho  advanta^t-s  it 
brought  to  tho  common  cause,  secured  to  ii«  tho  invaluable 
profits  of  our  trade  to  thr\t  country;  and  all  this  against  the 
spirit,  crenius,  and  inclinaiion  ot^  tho  king*  of  Portui^iii,  and 
his  ministers,  who  were  all  at  that  time  in  the  French  inte- 
rest in  their  hearts ;  from  which  thi  v  liad  never  depart e<i  m 
much  cis  in  ?how,  if  the  most  (  liriatian  kinff  had  been  abl© 
to  perlurm  what  we  did;  since  it  is  well  known,  th^-^t  the 
Portiigueso  first  offered  themselves  to,  and  contracted  an 
alliance  with,  that  monarch  and  hi«  crramLson  of  Spain. 
At  tlie  Fntnc  time,  our  fleets  prt.'V(jnto<l  tli«'  French  from 
so  much  Hs  sailing  uu  the  Mediterranean,  wliere  tiiey  had 
made  a  figure  in  the  last  war,  and  kept  mfinv  of  the  Italian 
States  in  awe.  The  Algerines,  ami  otln  r  j-iratical  iStatt^  of 
Barbary,  contrary  to  their  natural  pr4>pcr^>ity  to  the  French, 
were  now  nfisiMjuious  to  us,  and  entortaineii  no  manner  of 
doul>t  of  tlio  »uperiurity  of  nur  Hasf.  To  speak  tije  truth, 
the  slackness  of  the  Dutch,  in  sending  ships  to  this  part  of 
the  world,  had  in  this  respect  an  effect  happy  enough  tor  \2% 
since  it  occasioned  our  being  considered  as  the  leading 
|Kjwcr,  hv  all  who  had  any  concerns  with  us  and  tl^cm. 

Let  us  hut  consider  the  ii^Mirc  that  Franco  made  ;v: 
beg'inninif;  of  the  l*t.-^t  war,  anil  at  t)u'  end  uf  this,  iShs.  l.-i-i 
thtL-n  lier  fleets  as  well  ais  we;  nay,  she  h^id  sometimes  lK::i.r 
lleets ;  instead  of  waiting  till  she  was  attacked,  or  giving  us 
the  trouble  to  go  and  seek  her  squadrons  at  a  distance,  she 
spread  the  sea  with  her  navy,  and  insulted  as  upon  our  own 
eoAits;  though  we  had  Spain  for  us  in  all  that  war»  jet  it 
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tlj'  U^rht  extremely  danprerous  for  us  to  t\  inter  in  its 
^jris ;  and  while  we  protected  bpain  by  our  fleets,  we 
wfre  oftea  io  danger,  for  want  of  them,  of  being  invnd^Ml 
by  France  at  home.  But  in  this  war  the  enemy  k  l  lnm 
appeared  at  sea,  and  ahs  ays  quitted  it  at  our  approach. 
Our  n*ivai  Liupire  commeDced  from  the  battle  of  Malaga; 
the  extinction  uf  the  French  force  at  sea,  waa  in  a  manner 
completed  by  our  enterprise  on  Toulon.  They  were,  from 
that  time,  iiu  apal  le  of  any  irreat  expedition,  and  the  only 
attempt  of  that  kin  l  th«  v  made,  I  mean  the  one  on  Seotlana, 
very  I'uUy  show  cd  it.  They  stole  from  our  lleet  through  the 
advantage  of  winds  and  tides;  the  apprehension  of  bcin^ 
overtaken  hindered  thom  from  huiding,aDd  their  return  was 
a  plain  flight. 

In  a  word,  we  had  to  deal,  in  the  fint  war,  with  the 
fleets  of  Breit  and  Toulon,  capable  of  disputing  with  us 
the  dominkm  of  Htm  am  in  <mr  fiill  strength;  in  this,  if 
«e  could  gojnrd  againit  the  Piooirooiis  of  ot.  Maloe*8  and 
Donikiri^  aO  wm  w«U;  our  SMrdiaiitnMii  suffered  8om«. 
times;  bat  our  flsets  and  aquadrons  were  always  tafo;  nay, 
•fCD  In  Hie  triTud  war  between  tingle  ships,  we  bsid  the 
idfinlage,  upon  the  wfaofey  as  appears  by  the  admindty's 
compntalion;  which  shows  not  only  thai  the  Freneh  suffered 
■ere  tfaea  w^  bat  tiial  tbej  saffrnd  n  third  more  b  this 
war  than  tfasjr  did  In  the  ljut»  notwithetendrng  the  many 
seaHghts  In  tnat,  and  there  being  bot  n  sbgle  one  in  this. 

ADMIRAL  BBNBOW.— John  Benbow  was  the  son 
of  a  royalist  gentleman  who,  by  fhe  eiinl  wars,  was  reduced 
to  great  poTorty.  John,  was  early  employed  In  seafkr* 
i^g.  It  IB  said,  by  some,  that  he  began  as  a  waterman^s 
boy.  We  learn  tnat  he  was  owner  and  commander  of  a 
merchant  ressel  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  It  was  called 
Uie  Benbow  ffigate^  and  he  made  then  as  renpeotable  a 
flgnre  as  any  man  eonesraed  in  the  trade  to  the  Mediter. 
ran^n.  He  was  always  considered  by  the  merchants  as 
a  bold,  brare^  and  active  commander,  one  who  took  care 
of  his  seamen,  and  was  therefore  cheerfully  obeyed  by  them, 
thoQgh  he  maintained  strict  discipline,  with  flpreater  safety 
there,  tlmn  afterwards  in  the  royal  navy.  This  behaviour 
raned  his  repntalion  greatly,  so  that  no  man  was  better 
known  or  more  esteemed,  by  the  merchants  upon  the  Ez- 
cfaa^ge,  than  esptain  Benbow.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear  that  he  ever  sought  any  preftrment  in  that  whole 
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reii;n;  neither  is  it  likely  that  he  would  have  met  witl.  i:  in 
the  next,  hut  from  a  remarkable  occurrence  stronglj  cW^c- 
teristic  of  the  man . 

In  the  year  1080,  captain  Benbow,  in  his  own  vesstl  ihe 
Beubow  frigate,  was  attacked  in  his  passage  to  Cadiz  by  & 
Salee  Rover,  at'-ainst  whom  be  defended  himself,  though  very 
uniMjii.il  in  tlu"  number  <>f  men,  with  the  utmri?t  bravery,  till 
at  last  the  Moors  Ixiavilcd  him,  but  wlto  quickly  beat  out  of 
his  ship  ncjain,  with  the  loss  of  thirteen  men,  whoae  heaJs 
captain  Benbow  ordered  to  be  cut  oflf  and  thro\^Ti  into  a 
tub  of  pork  pickle.  AVhun  he  arrived  at  Cadiz,  he  went 
ashore^,  and  ordered  a  negro  servant  to  fullow  him,  with  the 
Moors'  heads  in  n  sack.  lie  liad  ioaicely  landed,  before  tlie 
officers  of  the  revenue  in(|uire4l  what  he  had  in  his  sack? 
The  captain  answered,  salt  provisions  for  his  own  U5e.  That 
may  be,  answered  the  officers  ;  but  wc  must  insist  upc>n  toe- 
ing them.  Captain  Benbow  alleged  that  he  was  no  stranger 
there;  that  he  did  not  use  to  run  goods,  and  pretended  to  take 
it  very  ill  that  he  was  suspected.  The  officers  told  him  thftt 
the  ma^trates  were  sitting  not  far  off,  and  that  if  thej  wert 
Mtisfied  with  his  word,  his  senrant  might  carry  the  proTision 
where  he  pleased;  but  that  otherwiie  it  was  Dot  in  thsir 
power  to  grant  any  such  dispensation. 

The  captain  oonsented  to  the  proposal,  and  awa^  they 
inarched  to  thecostom-honse,  Benbow  in  the  fronts  his  naa 
in  the  eeotrei  and  the  officers  in  the  rear.  The  magistnte^ 
when  ho  came  before  them,  treated  captain  Benbow  with 
great  civility ;  told  him  they  were  sorry  to  make  a  point  of 
such  a  trifle,  but  that,  since  he  had  relased  to  show  Uie  ooa- 
tents  of  hb  sack  to  their  offieers,  the  nature  of  their  emploj- 
ntonts  obliged  them  to  demand  a  sight  of  them ;  and  thiil,is 
they  doubted  not  th^  wece  salt  provisioDSy  the  diowl  i ig  then 
oomd  be  of  no  mat  oonseqnenoe  one  wmy  or  other.  **I 
told  yon,**  says  ue  captain  sternly,  ''they  were  salt  proti- 
stons  for  my  own  nse.  Cttsar,  throw  them  down  upon  d» 
table;  and»  gentlemeny  if  yon  like  them,  they  are  at  year 
service.^  Tne  Spaniards  were  exoeedingly  stroek  at  Ae 
8^[fat  of  the-  Moors*  heads,  and  no  less  astonished  at  the 
aoooont  of  the  captain*s  adyeoture,  who,  with  so  small  a 
foree,  had  been  abk  to  defeat  each  a  nnrnber  of  barbarians. 
They  sent  an  aeeonnt  of  the  whole  matter  to  the  court  of 
Madrid,  and  Charles  II.,  then  king  of  Spain,  was  so  much 
pleased  with  it,  that  he  wonld  needs  see  the  English  captain, 
who  made  a  journey  to  court,  where  he  was  received  with 
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gral  tfli&iioiiiM  of  rameC,  and  not  only  dismitted  with  a 
KtodMNiio  nmeiitt  but  his  Catholic  majesty  was  also  pleased 
Id  write  a  letter  In  his  behalf  to  king  James,  who,  upon  the 
ciplaiD^s  return,  gare  him  a  ship,  which  was  his  introduc- 
tiiMi  to  the  royal  navy. 

After  the  rcYolotion,  he  distingtushed  himself  by  several 
meesMfui  crolses  in  the  channel,  where  he  was  employed  at 
the  request  of  the  merchants,  and  not  only  did  his  duty  by 
fieteetbig  the  trade^  and  annoying  the  enemy,  but  was  also 
ftmarirably  careful  in  examining  the  French  ports,  gaining 
iatsUig^ii^  and  forming  schemes  for  disturbing  the  Fren<m 
eommerce  and  securing  our  own.  For  this  reason  he  wa» 
eommonly  made  choice  of  to  command  the  squadrons  em- 
ployed in  bombarding  the  French  ports,  of  which  we  have 
slready  given  some  account.  I  shall  content  myself,  for  this 
reason,  with  remarking,  that  he  showed  ik)  less  coin  aj^a^  tbau 
conduet  upon  such  occasions,  beini^  ahviiys  j)res(ji)t  in  his 
boat,  as  well  to  encourage  as  to  instruct  tlie  seamen  and 
eoeineers  according  to  hi^  mauuer  of  ever  enforciug  his  com- 
naiids  hj  his  example. 

The  dilig-ence  and  activity  of  captain  Bonbow  could  not 
fail  of  recummendiDjj  him  to  the  favour  of  so  wise  and  brave 
a  prince  as  king  William ;  to  wliose  jtersunal  kindness, 
founder!  on  a  just  sense  of  captain  Benbow's  merit,  he  owed 
hi^  b..'iri'^''  so  early  proninted  to  a  Hag;  after  which  he  was 
employed  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Frencli  at  Dunkirk, 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  it  was  yjossible,  the  depredations  of 
Bart.  He  showeil  such  diligence  in  this,  and  did  such 
i^'^iial  rvice,  by  preserving  our  merchant  ships,  that  he 
escaped  the  slig-hte*^!  ( ensure,  when  libels  flow  about  against 
llmo«t  every  other  ofricer  of  rank  in  the  \\  hole  fleet.  The 
truth  really  was,  that  tlie  seamen  generally  considtTed  rear- 
admiral  Benbow  as  their  greatest  patron  ;  one,  who  not  only 
u$e<l  them  well  while  under  hi  s  care,  but  was  always  ready 
to  interpose  in  their  favour,  as  far  as  iua  interest  went*  when 
they  were  ill-treated  by  others. 

There  was,  at  that  time,  a  warm  dispute  as  to  the  expe* 
diencT  of  preferring  mere  seaman,  or,  as  they  were  then 
called  taqMMilins,  to  genflemeo^  in  the  navy;  admiral  Ben- 
bow  was  consultad  more  than  once  by  the  king  upon  that 
subject,  and  always  gare  it  as  his  opiniont  that  it  was  best 
to  smplqy  both ;  that  a  seaman  should  never  hme  preferment 
ftr  want  of  recommendation,  nor  a  gentleman  ohtau  it» « 
hsrdy  (rem  thai  motiTe.   He  was  also  a  great  enem  j  to 
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':.rod  oi  IT.  -15  actions  at  sea*  rather  than  from  the  com- 
pA&?  he  kept  on  &hor«;  and  for  this  reason  he  lived  upv>ii 
good  terms  with  the  admirals  of  different  panic?,  who  t%  ere 
sl\  of  :hem  rmdj  lo  Mdijg  upon  adj  occasiOQj  lus  ooon^pft 

It*  the  voir  U"97,  be  ^      -or.t,  with  a  small  squadron  be- 
fore Diankirk;  where  he  saved  ibe  Virtrinia  and  We«t  Inris* 
fieet  from  ftdling  into  the  haads  of  the  French  privateerr^, 
for  which  he  rec^ved  the  thanks  of  the  merchants.  He 
would  likewise  have  succeeded  in  restraining  Du  Bart  frooi 
Ct^itic  out,  if  :he  l^utch  rear-admiral  V^tUtrg-oes  had  1"  en  in 
a  condinon  :o  assist  bim.  or  if  the  lords  of  ihr  admiraliy  h^ul 
been  ir>clined  to  take  his  advK^;  for  obser viug,  in  the 
ginning  of  AukTust,  that  the  French  frigates  were  hMj  .t  'l 
into  the  Ka&in  to  c^«.^,  he  judged  their  desij^ai  to  be  \v  u&x 
h  i^ly  proved,  to  put  to  sea  bv  the  next  spring  tide;  and, 
therefore,  as  hi*  ships  wer^  hV.     al,  he  wrote  up  to  the  board, 
to  desire  li^ia  rour  of  the  W^t  skiers  luigljt  bo  ordered  to 
Sheemef^  to  r.iai:,  and  that  the  others  might  come  to  :Le 
1X>WDS,  not  r :  W  to  take  in  water,  which  they  vtrv  u^uch 
wanted,  l  u;       to  heel  and  scrub;  which  he  judeei^  migh; 
liaTe  been  done,  before  the  iprmg  tide  gave  the  I*  reuch  as 
opponuaitj  of  ^tting  OTer  tbe  liar;  lint  this  was  not  then 
tboagfat  adrisalMey  tbo«igk     alUrwitrds  reeeTed  orders  for 
kt  wteD  tht  tiuDg  wm  too  kit.   By  tin  nalookj  accideiit» 
Ike  9wmA  kad  tm  •fipMtaastj  gi?«D  ihom  oi  getting  out 
widi  ftv^dMttikipo;  jctOiHlkowefcrt      Dot  kbte  tiM 
•doBial  ftom  ^tmum  ikmm  «t  woU  at  ko  wm  abb;  and 
aoM  tkips  of  kv  sqiuifw  kad  dia  good  krak  lo  taka  A  Dai- 
kirk  ptivalMr  oflaa  gni  and  tetj  man,  wkidi  kad  doaa 
yraat dmloivM^^  ant^tfielasl  i^oa 

ta  ratorp  koaio  wift  Aa  sgoadroa  mdtr  Ida  oowmaiML 

II  it  Tcrv  wall  kaown*  ikat  allar  tka  ptaoaoif  Bjnrick« 
and  eran  wkila  dia  MrtkkMi  Inaliia  vara  MVOtiatiBg^  Vb^ 
WflliaaikftdlbffMdadaagnof  doing  awnathiag  vavyooB. 
vderable  in  tiia  Wait  Indiaa.  This  project  kad  lo^g  oeoa- 
plad  the  king's  thoaphts,  into  wklfik,  it  it  taki,  it  waa  tot 
pat  hy  fatkar  Henepnit  wka  was  extremelT  w^  acqaaialad 
with  that  part  of  the  world*  Tha  king  bai  turned  it  smtal 
times  in  his  mind ;  and  at  lait  took  a  tattled  re^lalloi^ 
tkat  if  the  French  atteafittd  to  dttfiva  kia^  at  ka  kad  gMl 
reason  to  beliere  they  wonl  l,  tmtthiiy  of  Dnniiimif  ta 
ikoaki  ba  dona  in  tkat  part  of  tka  world. 
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fo  tile  meati  time^  howerery  lie  thonght  fit  to  send  a  small 
afoadron  of  three  foarth-rateB,  into  the  West  Indiesi  under 
the  oommaad  of  rear-admiral  Benbow,  who  had  private 
iostnictioDs  from  the  Idngt  to  make  the  best  obsenrations  he 
could  on  the  Spaoish  ports  and  settlements,  but  to  keep  as 
Mt  as  possible  with  the  goTmiors»  and  to  afford  them  mi  j 
aanstaaeey  if  they  desired  it.  He  was  likewise  instructed 
to  wi^ch  the  ealleons;  for  the  king  of  Spain,  Oharles 
II.  was  then  thought  to  be  in  a  dying  condition.  Ben- 
bow  sailed  in  the  month  of  November,  1698,  and  ilid 
not  arrive  in  the  West  Indies  till  the  February  following, 
where  he  found  things  in  a  very  indifferent  situation.  Most 
of  our  colonies  were  in  :l  bad  eoiiditiuii,  many  of  them 
engag-ed  in  warm  disputes  \vith  their  governors;  the  forces 
that  should  have  been  kept  up  iu  them  for  their  defence,  so 
reduced  by  sickness,  desertion,  and  other  accideotSy  that 
little  or  uothinijr  was  to  be  expected  from  them. 

lie  then  addressed  himself  to  execute  his  coinnii^vlon,  and 
sailed  for  that  purpose  to  Carthagena,  where  lie  met  with 
a  very  }T\<lifferent  reception  from  the  governor,  Nvluth  he 
returneii,  by  talking  to  him  in  a  style  so  plain,  as  forced 
him,  though  he  ha«l  boon  wanting  in  civility,  to  make  it  up, 
in  some  measure,  by  doing  justice;  and  in  tlie  s;iiih3  manner 
he  proceeded  with  the  trover  nor  of  Fortobello  ;  but  still 
the  great  ends  of  his  commission  remained  altogether  un- 
answered, not  through  any  f:\u\i  of  the  admiraFs,  but  for 
want  of  a  sufficient  torcis  either  to  eni^M^e  the  Spaniards  to 
confi'le  in  liiiu,  or  to  perform  any  thing  considerable,  in  case 
the  Frenclj  had  sent  a  strong  fleet  into  that  part  of  the  world, 
as  it  was  then  expected  they  would  do.  This  affiiir  was  com- 
plained of  in  parliament,  w  here  the  smallness  of  the  squadrou, 
aud  the  sending  it  so  late,  were  very  severely  reflected  upon ; 
though,  at  the  same  time,  great  compliments  were  paid  to 
admiral  Benbow's  courage^  capacity,  and  int^griijr,  by  both 
parties;  and  when  he  returned  home  two  years  after,  he 
brought  with  him  authentic  testimoniea  of  hie  having  done 
the  merchants  and  planters  aU  the  services  they  could  either 
expect  or  desire ;  so  that  he  was  remved  with  the  most  cor- 
dial friendship  by  hb  majesty,  who,  as  a  mark  of  his  royal 
hfoatf  was  pleased  to  grant  him  an  airjrmentation  of  arms, 
by  adding  to  the  three  hent  bows»  wiiich  he  and  his  family 
already  bore,  as  many  arrows. 

The  whole  system  of  affairs  in  Europe  was  changed  by 
the  time  admiral  Benbow  came  back ;  the  king  had  disco- 
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ver©d  the  disii^enuousness  of  the  French,  and  Faw  hlmtetf 
imdefriiecessitT  of  entering  upon  a  new  war.  One  of  his  first, 
cares  was,  to  put  the  fleet  into  as  good  conditioo  as  possihle^and 
to  giTe  the  command  of  it  tn  officers  that  iniixht  in  all  respect* 
be  depended  upon ;  and  to  tliis  disposition  of  the  kjp;r'«, 
Benbow  owed  his  beine  declared  viee-ndmiral  ot  the 
blue.  He  was  at  that  time  cruising-  ot^'  Dunkirk,  in  order 
to  prevent,  wiiat  was  then  mueli  dreade^l  her(\  an  inT35!on. 
There  was.  a^  v(>r,  no  war  declared  between  the  two  cruwn<  : 
hut  this  was  litid  to  no  seciiritv  at?ain?t  France:  nnA  it 
wa?  no  sooner  known,  that  thej  were  fittintr  out  a  sm-rj: 
5i]uadrun  at  Dunkirk,  than  it  was  finnly  belie  veil  to  be 
inten<]ed  to  cover  a  decent.  Bvnbow  sitisfied  the  mm- 
istrv,  tliat  there  was  no  dan'jrer  on  thi>  ^ide:  and  then  it 
was  re.-olved  to  prosecute,  uiihout  dt-hiv,  the  projects  for« 
merly  concerted,  in  order  to  disappoint  the  Krencli  in  th^ir 
views  npon  the  Spanisli  succession;  to  facilitate  i*hiih,  i: 
^  as  t nought  ah«ohitely  Dccemrj  to  send  a  siruug  iqaaiiruA 
to  the  West  Indies. 

This  si^uadron  was  to  con-i>t  of  two  tiiird-rates  and  cieht 
fourths:  which  was  as  great  a  strenLith  as  it  was  imlu't^l 
could  1  e  at  that  time  spared  ;  and  it  ^^  as  thought  indi>jK.n- 
sably  rei|uisite  that  it  should  be  under  the  orders  of  an  ofticir^ 
whose  courace  and  conduct  might  be  >ai"elr  relied  on,  ^Tid 
whose  expt-rience  niiLrht  ;rive  the  world  a  good  opinion  «  f 
the  choice  uiado  of  ill...  t'nr  tin-  important  conunand.     I^^  n- 
how  was  thought  of  bv  the  ministry,  as  soon      the  ci^  ctL* 
tion  was  determined;  but  the  king  would  not  hear  of  it. 
He  said  that  Benbow  was  in  a  manner  just  come  home  from 
thence,  where  be  had  met  with  nothing  but  dtflicnhie*;  and 
that,  tlierefbre,  it  was  but  fair  sotne  other  officer  should  take 
his  turn.  One  or  two  were  naroed  and  consulted:  but  dtbtf 
their  heelth  or  their  alliuni  were  in  snch  disoniert  that  thfj  | 
most  cnmestlj  desired  to  be  escmed ;  upon  which  the  ^aeg 
said  merrily  to  some  of  his  ministers^  dloding  to  the  dntt 
lod  appeerance  of  these  geotlemen,    Well,  theiH  I  ind  we 
must  spare  onr  hemu^  and  send  honest  Ben^eir/* 

His  majestj  accord  inglj  sent  for  him  npon  thii  oeeaiioei 
and  asked  him,  whether  he  was  willing  to  go  to  the  W«l 
Indiesi  assnring  hnD»  if  he  was  not*  he  wosld  not  tib  ii 
amiss  if  he  desired  to  be  excused,  Benhow  anawertd 
bluntly,  That  he  did  not  nnderttand  each  oomplbMBlis 
that  he  thon^  he  had  no  right  to  ohoose  hb  station;  nd 
that,  if  his  n^esty  thought  fit  to  tend  him  to  the  East  or 
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West  Indies,  or  any  where  else,  he  would  cheerfully  execute 
his  orders  as  becauie  liiiu.*^  Thus  tlie  matter  \\  as  ^ettk-d  in 
Terj  few  words,  and  the  comiiiaud  uf  the  West  India  st^ua- 
dron  conferred  on  him. 

To  conceal  the  desiqn  of  this  squadron,  but  above  all  to 
prevent  the  french  fiuiu  having  any  just  notions  of  its  force, 
Sir  George  Rooke,  then  aduiiial  of  the  fluet,  had  orders  to 
convoy  it  as  far  as  SeilW,  and  to  send  a  strong  sauadron 
wiih  it  thence,  to  see  it  well  out  at  sea;  all  which  he 
puDctually  executed ;  so  that  admiral  Benbow  departed  in 
the  month  of  September,  1701,  the  world  in  general  le- 
lierin!/  that  he  \\a-  gone  with  »Sir  John  Munden,  who  com- 
mandt-d  the  squadron  that  accompanied  him  into  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  and  to  render  this  still  more  credible,  our  minister 
at  Madrid  was  ordered  to  demand  the  free  use  of  the  Span- 
ish ports;  which  was  aerorilin^lv  pi  rfnrmod.  As  soon  as 
it  waiii  known  in  England  that  vice-admiral  Benbow  had 
uiled,  with  U'n  ?hip«  only,  for  the  West  Indies,  and  it  was 
Hi^coyered  that  the  great  armament  at  Brest,  with  which 
we  were  long  amused,  was  intended  for  the  same  part  of 
the  world,  a  clamour  was  raised,  as  if  he  had  been  sent 
to  be  sacrificed,  and  heavy  reflections  were  made  upon  the 
i'^'f^tivitj  of  our  grand  fleet;  whereas,  in  truth,  the  whole 
&/laiir  bad  been  conducted  with  all  imagioable  prudence,  and 
the  vice-admiral  had  as  considerable  a  squadron,  aayftU  thioffs 
maturely  weighed,  it  was,  m  that  critical  janctore,  thougnt 
possible  to  be  spared. 

It  is  certain  that  king  William  formed  great  hopes  of 
tbis  expedition,  knowing  well  that  admiral  Benbow  would 
cuente  with  the  greatest  spirit  and  pnnctnalityj  the  instrac^^ 
tions  he  had  received ;  which  were,  to  enffaffe  the  Spanish 
gOTemors,  if  possible,  to  disown  king  Pninp;  or,  in  case 
that  oould  not  DC  brought  about,  to  make  himself  master  of 
the  galleons.  In  this  desiffn,  it  is  very  plain,  that  the  ad* 
miral  would  have  succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  smallness 
of  bis  force,  if  his  officers  had  done  their  dnty;  and  it  is  no 
kss  certain,  that  the  anxiety  he  was  under,  about  the  execu- 
tion of  his  orders,  was  the  prindpal  reason  for  Ms  maintain- 
ing so  strict  discipline,  which  proved  unluckily  the  occasion 
or  his  coming  to  an  untimely  end.  Tet  there  is  no  reason 
to  censure  eitner  the  king*s  project  or  the  admiraTs  conduct ; 
both  were  right  in  themselves,  though  neither  was  attended 
with  the  success  it  deserved. 
The  French  knew  too  vrdi  the  importance  of  the  Spanish 
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West  Indies,  not  to  think  of  providing  for  their  security, 
as  soon  as  ever  they  resolved  to  accept  the  will  of  the  late 
king  of  Spain.  The  officer  made  choice  of  to  com- 
mand the  squadron  which  was  first  to  be  sent  thiiber,  wai 
the  famous  M.  Du  Cassei  governor  of  St.  Domingo.  He 
WM  to  oarry  with  him  one  hundred  officers  of  all  ranks, 
who  were  intended  to  discipline  the  Spanbb  milida  in  the 
kingdom  of  Mexico;  but,  before  thU  oonld  be  done,  it  waa 
thought  necessary  to  send  Du  Casse  to  Madrid^  to  «ak  the 
consent  of  the  Spanish  council,  which  took  op  some  time; 
for  though  the  Spaniards  could  not  bat  be  sensible  in  how 
wretched  a  situation  their  affairs  in  the  West  Indies  were^ 
yet  it  was  with  great  relactaace  that  they  gave  way  to  this 
expedient. 

The  French  councils,  which  were  better  conduetedt  had 
foreseen  all  these  difficulties;  and,  therefore,  had  a  squadnm 
ready  at  Brest,  consisting  of  five  ships  of  the  linei  and 
several  large  vessels  laden  with  arms  and  ammunitioii» 
whichi  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  de  Ooetlogon,  in 
the  month  of  April  1701,  sailed  for  the  Spanish  West 
Indies;  and,  on  the  20th  of  October,  the  count  de  Chateau 
Benaud  suled  also  with  fourteen  ships  of  the  line  and  six- 
teen frigates,  to  meet  the  galleons,  thiU  were  supposed  to  be 
already  departed  from  the  Havannah,  under  the  escort  of 
the  inarquis  de  Ooetlogon ;  and,  after  all  this,  Du  Caase 
likewise  sftled  with  his  squadron,  from  whence  the  English 
reader  will  eaaly  see,  that  as  admiral  Benbow  received  ne 
supplies,  he  was  truly  in  danger  of  bttng  crushed  hy  die 
superior  power  of  our  enemies,  and  that  extraordinary  dtli^ 
gence  which  was  used  to  strengthen  and  support  them. 

When  vice-admiral  Benbow  arrived  first  at  Jamaica, 
which  was  at  the  close  of  the  year  1701,  he  made  such 
wise  dispositions  for  securing  our  own  trade,  and  annoy- 
ing that  of  the  inemv,  that  the  French  suw,  with  i^reat 
amazement,  all  tlio  schemes  defeated,  which  tht  v  h-ul  bceu 
enabled  to  funa  by  their  having-  much  cailiL-r  iiiiciiig^aee 
than  we  of  the  intended  war  j  and  their  own  writers  lainv 
admit,  that  even  after  the  arrival  of  the  marquis  de  Coetlo- 
gon,  they  were  constrained  to  act  only  on  tlie  defensive;  ana 
fouiui  all  the  grand  projects  they  had  meditated  for  attackujjj 
Jamaica  and  the  Leeward  Islands,  entirely  frustrated. 

The  Dutch  accounts,  at  the  same  time,  from  ('urocoa, 
said  plainly,  that  notwithstanding  all  tiie  i>lu?.tt'i  ini,'-  of  the 
French^  vice-admiral  BenboWj  with  a  small  Eo^iUii  ^ua- 
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dron,  remained  master  of  those  seas;  but,  in  a  few  weeks, 
the  scene  began  to  change;  for  the  vice-admiral  had  first 
tlie  news  of  M.  Chateau  Kenaiurs  arrival  at  Martinico 
with  a  squadron  much  stronger  than  his  own ;  and,  soon 
after,  information  that  tliis  squadron  )iad  been  joined  by  the 
marquis  de  Coetlogon  Irom  the  Iiavai3na]i,  which  alarmed 
the  iiihabitants  of  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica  excessively, 
because  w©  ha  l  no  force  capable  of  resisting  this  French 
fleet,  in  case  their  commandeers  were  determined  to  act 
offensively. 

In  this  uncertain  situation,  things  continued  to  the  end  of 
April,  1702,  when  the  vice-admiral  resolved,  net  withstand- 
ing there  was  a  great  want  of  men  on  board  tlie  ^cjuadron, 
to  pnt  to  sea,  in  onl«  r  to  cruUe  between  Jamaica  and  iiis- 
pauiuU;  and  ar r . .rilincrly  he  sailed  on  the  8th  of  May;  but, 
before  he  wa«  tniiti'  char  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  he  met 
with  rf^ar-adniiral  Whetstone,  with  whom  he  returned,  to 
c^vTri:;in])i(  ar.'  to  the  govern inc  i it  sonic  oriU-rs  received  from 
Kr.Lrlan-l:  liaving  first  sent  tlie  Falmouth,  liuby,  and  Kx- 
penment,  to  cruise  off  Petit  (iuavas.  He  had  advice  about 
the  middle  of  May,  that  on  the  18th  of  the  preceding  month, 
there  passed  by  Camanagoto,  on  Terra  Firma,  seventeen 
ships,  which  steered  towards  the  west  end  of  Cuba.  These 
ships  he  judged  to  be  part  of  M.  Chateau  Renaud*8  squa» 
droiiy  and  that  thej  were  boimd  to  the  Havannah,  to  offer 
their  service  for  conrojiog  home  the  flota ;  but  he  had  not 
strength  to  follow  them,  without  subjecting  the  island  to  the 
insults  of  those  ships  which  were  at  Leogane.  Sone  little 
time  aAer,  the  master  of  a  Spanish  sloop  frcmi  Cuba, 
aeq[aainted  him  that  Chateau  Benaud  had  arrived  at  the 
Havanndi,  with  twenty-six  ships  of  war,  waiting  for  the 
flota  from  La  Vera  Oruz ;  and  this  was  confirmed  by  the 
slops  he  liad  sent  out,  which,  during  their  cmiie  in  those 
parts,  had  taken  four  prises. 

We  have  already  given  a  fall  account  of  what  happened 
on  the  aAniral's  sailing  to  intercept  Du  Casse.  The  scheme 
fbrmed  bj  admiral  Benbow  for  the  destruction  of  the  French 
force  in  the  West  Indies,  and  having  a  chance  for  the 
kons,  shows  him  to  have  been  a  very  able  and  judicious 
eoiDinaiider,and  eifectnally  disproves  that  idle  and  ridiculous 
calnmnj  of  his  being  a  mere  seaman.  He  saw  that  the 
French  officers  were  excessively  embarrassed  by  the  way** 
ward  conduct  of  the  Spaniards,  who  would  not  tske  a  single 
step  out  of  their  own  road,  though  for  their  own  service. 
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He  resolved  to  take  adfantage  of  tlua^  and  to  attack  the 

smallest  of  thdr  sqaadronsy  having  before  sent  home  such  aa 
account  of  the  number  and  value  of  the  Spanish  ships,  and 
of  the  strength  of  the  French  squadrons  that  were  to  escort 
them,  as  might  enable  the  ministry  to  take  all  proper  iiie^i- 
surcs  fur  intercepting  them,  either  in  their  [Kissage  frum  iho 
West  Indies,  or  when  it  should  he  known  tluu  iliey  were 
arrived  in  tin;  European  seas.  When  he  had  done  tiii*.  he 
sailt  1  iVoiii  JaiJiaica  f>n  the  1  1  th  of  July,  with  tw  o  third-rates, 
six  luLirtb?,  a  fire-ship,  homb-tender,  and  bloop,  m  hopes  of 
meeting  rear-athmiui  Whetstone;  but  missing  him,  he  <aiW 
in  search  of  Du  Casse's  squadron,  which  he  caint-  up  vwth 
Li.ul  engaged,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  of  August,  and  fought 
him  bravely  for  five  davs;  which  not  onlv  demonstratfc*  ih^ 
courage  and  conduct  of  this  iL^allant  seaman,  but  the  tidelitv 
and  attachment  of  his  own  ship's  company  ;  -ince  it  i-  ii  ipo§- 
siblQ  he  coul  l,  in  such  cirenmstances,  have  maintaintni  ibe 
engagement  so  long,  if  lus  inferior  officers,  and  aU  the  com- 
mon seamen,  hatl  not  been  unanimous.  The  French 
accounts,  indeed,  represent  tiie  whole  ati'air  to  their  own 
advantage;  but  Du  Casse,  who  was  a  brave  man,  and  by 
much  the  best  judge  of  this  matter,  has  put  the  thing  oui  of 
dispute,  by  the  tbllowing  short  letter,  w  riiten  by  him  imme- 
diately at'ter  his  arrival  at  Carthagena;  the  oriL^innl  of  which 
is  still,  or  .'it  1(  a-t  wns,  in  the  hands  of  admiral  Benbow's 
family: — "  iSiii,  I  had  little  hopes,  on  Monday  last,  but  to  have 
supped  in  your  cabin:  hut  it  jjleased  God  to  order  it  other- 
wise ;  I  am  thankful  for  it.    As  for  those  cowardly  captains 

who  deserted  jQU,  hang  them  up ;  for^  by  ,  thev  deserve 

it.— Your s,  Du  OAsam" 

The  firftt  care  the  admiral  had,  after  his  return  to  Jamaica 
was  to  provide  for  the  officers  who  distingublied  thomscilves 
in  the  late  engagement;  and  next  to  bring  those  to  justice^ 
who  had  so  basely  betrayed  their  trust ;  and  in  this  he  wss 
so  earnest,  that  perhaps  he  failed  a  little  in  point  of ^  form, 
since,  in  order  to  their  trial,  he  oranted  a  commission,  wliich 
it  has  been  questioned^  whether  ne  might  legally  do ;  I  .  hs 
certainly  acted  from  two  very  excusaole  reasons;  the  first 
waSy  that  he  fouTid  himself  in  no  condition  to  preside  in  s 
court-martial,  Iiaving  been  ill  of  a  fever,  which  ensued  npoo 
cutting  off  his  leg»  from  the  time  of  his  coming  adiore:  tbe 
other,  that  in  case  he  had  been  able  to  assist  upon  that  occa- 
sion, he  was  desirous  of  declining  it,  from  nis  haviqg  so 
great  a  personal  interest  in  the  affair.  After  the  conit-mar- 


Digitized  by  Google 


SU.  CLOVDBAULY  biiOV£i.. 


26a 


tml  ivcx-  over,  the  admiral  Ilvrii  nearly  a  month;  that  court 
SAt  on  the  Gth  of  October,  «md  the  admiral  died  oa  the  4th  of 
Nov  ember  follu  winpf. 

He  was,  all  that  time,  extremely  sensible  of  his  dancrer, 
and  never  entertained  any  HatterinL(  hopes  of  recovery.  Vet, 
duriii'^  that  lonj^^  illness,  he  supported  his  character  as  an 
Eogriisi:  admiral,  with  the  same  tirmnoss  he  had  shown  dur- 
ing the  engagement,  givinj,^  all  the  necessary  orders  for  pro- 
tecting the  trade,  that  could  have  been  expected  from  him,  if 
be  had  been  in  perfect  health ;  aod  In  the  letters  he  wrote 
liome  u>  his  lady,  he  diwpvered  nindi  grealer  anxletj  for  the 
iotereat  of  the  nai&OfOf  than  for  hit  private  fortime  or  the 
cooeemoflds&iBllj. 

8IE  CLOUDESLET  SHOVEL.^Clottdeslej  Sfao- 
▼el  was  bom  in  1650,  of  poor  parents.  He  was  bound 
■ppreotm  to  a  shoemaker,  and  applied  himself  for  some 
jmn  to  that  trade;  but  b^ntr  of  an  aspiring  disposition, 
and  finding  no  appearance  of  raising  his  fortune  in  that 
waj,  be  betook  himself  to  the  sea,  utoot  the  protection  of 
Sir  John  Narboronffh,  with  whom  he  went  as  a  cabin- 
haji  but  applying  himself  very  assiduooslj  to  naviga. 
tioQ,  and  baring  natorally  a  genias  for  that  art,  he  soon 
beeame  an  able  seaouui;  and  as  those  were  stirring  timei, 
ta  whtdi  merit  alwajs  tiiiriTeSf  he  qnicklj  arrived  to  prefer- 
ment. This  be  in  a  great  measure  owed  to  the  favour  of 
Sir  John,  who,  having  been  cabin-hoy  to  Sir  Christopher 
Mjngs,  was  a  man  who  raised  himself  to  the  highest  hon- 
ours of  hb  profession,  by  mere  dint  of  capacity,  and  there-^ 
iere  proved  a  generous  patron  of  all  who  discovered  any 
«traordinary  degree  of  worth,  and  this  was  what  reeom- 
Mided  Shovel  to  his  notice. 

Aftor  the  close  of  the  second  Dutch  war,  oar  merchants, 
io  the  Mediterranean,  found  themselves  very  much  dis- 
tressed  by  the  piratical  state  of  Tripoli :  which,  notwith- 
standing several  treaties  of  peace  that  had  been  oonclnded 
with  them,  began  to  commit  fresh  depredations,  almost  as^ 
early  as  the  Dutch  war  broke  ont.  As  soon,  therefore,  as 
tbe  king  found  himself  at  leisure,  he  ordered  a  strong  squa- 
<^ron  into  those  parts,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough,  who  arrived  before  Tripoli  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
1^774,  where  he  found  all  things  in  %-ery  good  order  for  his 
reieption.  The  appearance  of  the  enemy's  strenirth,  joined 
to  the  nature  of  hxa  iofitructions,  which  directed  him  to  try 
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m^otiadon  rather  than  force,  deCermined  hint  to  Mod  a 
person,  Id  whom  he  ooubl  conMe,  to  the  Dej  of  Tripoli, 
to  propose  terms  of  accommodation,  and  thoee^  toOf  verj 
moderate  in  their  nature ;  for  he  desired  onlj  satisfaedon 

for  what  was  parsed,  and  security  for  the  time  to  come. 
The  admiral  intrusted  Shovel  with  this  message,  who 
aooordingly  ^^  ent  on  shore,  and  delivered  it  with  great  spirit. 

liiiL  ihe  Dey,  despising  his  youth,  treated  him  with  raucli 
disrespect,  and  .^ent  him  back  wiih  an  indefinite  answer, 
bhustl,  on  his  return  to  the  admiral,  acqu^iintt-d  him  with 
some  remarks  he  had  made  on  ^h()re:  Sir  John  sent  him 
back  again  with  ;mniher  message,  and  v,  ell  furnished  with 
proper  rules  for  conducting  his  inquiries  and  o'oatrvations. 
The  Dey*s  l)thaviour  was  worse  the  second  time:  hot 
Shovel,  though  naturally  warm,  bore  it  ^^  jlK  uuiiderlul 
patience,  and  made  use  of  it  as  an  excuse  for  -tajxinL'"  ^ome 
time  longer  ou  shore.  When  he  returne<l,  he  as^urt-u  ih^ 
admiral  that  it  was  very  pr:i<  ticable  to  burn  the  ships  in  thxt 
harbour,  notwitbstandinc:  their  lines  aii<l  t' -rt- :  according] v, 
in  the  niirht  of  the  4th  of  March,  linitt  n:u.t  Slj-  vel,  with 
all  the  boats  in  the  fleet  filled  with  combust  i  Mi'  matter,  weot 
bol(^ly  into  tlip  harbour,  and  destroyed  tlir  on- my*?  ship* 
with  great  auccesa.  He  waa  m  cuo^ueoce  promoted  to 
a  ship. 

He  was  in  the  battle  of  r>aTitrY«bav,  in  the  Ed^rar,  a  thinl- 
rate,  and  gavo  •-Tich  signal  marks  of  his  courage  and  conduct, 
that  king  William,  on  the  recommendation  ot'  admiral  Her- 
bert, conferred  upon  him  the  honour  of  knigbthoody  and  he 
was  then  made  rear-admiral  of  the  blue. 

When  the  king,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1 692,  set  oat  for 
Holland,  be  declared  him  rear-admiral  of  the  red ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  commander  of  the  sqoadroii  that  was  to  cod- 
Yoy  him  thither.  On  his  return^  he  joined  admiral  BiumI 
with  the  grand  fleet,  and  had  a  great  share  in  the  lameu 
victory  at  La  Hogae. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne^  he  was  not 
much  in  faTOur,  and  we  do  not  find  him  employed  in  arj 
affairof  importance,  though  he  was  then  admiral  of  the  white, 
till  he  was  sent  to  Vigo,  after  the  taking  of  that  place  by  Sir 
Cieorge  Hooke,  t(^  bring  home  the  spoils  of  the  Spanish  and 
French  fleet.  This  was  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1702, 
and  he  performed  all  that  was  expected  from  him,  with  (bst 
seal  and  expedition  which  he  had  formerly  showed  apoa 
every  occasion. 
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He  ooaunaodcd  the  grand  fleet  up  the  Straits  in  the  year 
1703^  where  he  did  erery  thiDg  it  was  possihie  for  ao  admiral 
Co  do^  whose  instmotioiui  were  very  extenaiTe,  and  who 
wanted  an  adequate  force  to  accomplish  a  great  part  of  those 
instmctioins.  It  is  in  snch  conjanctnres  as  these  that  the 
iIbII  and  cmcity  of  an  admiral  chiefly  appear;  and  in  this 
sspedition  Sir  vloadesley  gave  as  conTincbg  proofs  of  his 
conrage  and  conduct  as  any  admiral  conld  do;  for  he  pro- 
teeted  our  trade  tnm  all  attempts  of  the  French;  he  did 
wliat  was  to  he  done  for  the  relief  of  the  protestants  then  in 
arms  in  the  OcTennes;  he  countenanced  such  of  the  Italian 
powers  as  were  inclined  to  favour  the  cause  of  the  allies^  and 
■e  struck  such  a  terror  into  the  iHends  of  the  French^  that 
they  durst  not  perform  what  they  had  promised  to  undertake 
ftr  that  court.  All  this  he  did  with  a  fleet  indifferently 
manned  and  victualled,  so  that  all  parties  agreed  that  Sir 
Cloudesley  had  doue  his  duty  in  every  respect,  and  well  de- 
served tlic  high  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  took  his  part  in 
the  glorious  action  oil  Malagay  in  which  he  hehaved  wiih.  the 
utmost  liravery. 

»Sir  Cioudesley  had  no  concern  in  the  arts  made  use  of  to 
l(iS5eii  the  reputation  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  in  order  to  pave 
the  way  for  laying  him  aside ;  but  after  this  was  done,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  sen»i  hnih  a  lieet  and  army  to  »Spain, 
Sir  Cloude?ley  aec(^pted  the  command  of  the  fleet,  jointly 
^ith  the  earls  uf  I'eterborouuh  and  Monmouth,  and  accord- 
hviU  arrived  at  Lisbon  with  twenty-nine  line-of-battle  ships, 
i'l  Juii.-,  1705,  and,  towards  t)ji'  1  itu  r  of  th»"  .-^ame  m()nth, 
^aticti  lo  Catalonia,  arriving  lu  iVji  e  tlic*  oity  of  Barcelona  on 
thti  12th  of  August,  when  the  siege  of  the  place  was  under-t 
taken. 

There  certair^ly  m  v(  r  was  an  admiral  in  a  more  untoward 
situation  than  that  in  winch  »Sir  ( "loudesley  Shovel  fonnd 
himself  hero.  The  scheme  itself  nppt'.'irc(l  vcrv  iiii}ira<  ticable; 
the  lanfl-n fillers  divided  in  their  c)piriions;  tlie  fnince  of 
Hesse  i>armstadt,  upon  whom  king  Cliarlr^  ]>rii»cipaliy 
depended,  was  not  on  speaking  terms  with  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough ;  all  things  necessary  for  the  siege  were  in  a  manner 
wanting,  and  all  hopes  of  supply  depended  on  admiral  ShoTcJ, 
who  on  this  occasion  gave  the  most  signal  proofs,  not  only  of 
vigiiaocey  dexterity,  and  conrage»  hat  of  his  constancji 
^ience,  and  zeal  for  the  public  senrice. 

He  furnished  guns  fnr  the  hatterieSf  and  men  to  serve 
titem;  he  landed,  for  the  nse  of  the  enny,  ahnost  all  the 
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r.v.  iarr  scores  oi  the  rieei ;  he  not  onlv  gave  pnidcnt  advice 
t.:_>rlf  in  ail  council*  ai*  Nv;ir,  but  he  iiuKlenited  th»^  heat« 
A',  i  resccitciect*  oi  oihers-,  uixl,  in  >hort,  \va.«i  so  U!^t  al, 

iv.  ani  s^i  determined  in  the  '^♦•T'vice.  ami  tiK)k  sttcli  care 
i: .».;  evcrv  tr-in.'  be  promi^-.^l  shuulii  oe  tnllv  arnl  puocluiiiif 
pert-vrmtrO,  I'l^'  his  prv><'ncii  and  councils  in  a  niaimer  forced 
ir.r  ;»\»l-«.^:cers  to  c  ntLnii^  iLa  siege,  till  the  jilace  was  taken, 
t  J  :..e  5  jr-  ri^o  of  aii  the  worl*l,  and,  perhaps,  most  of  all 
ti  •  ^u*-.  of  ihi>5e  hx  whom  it  was  taken:  for,  if  w  e  mar 
Z  at  thr^ir  seotiments  l>v  w  hat  liiev  declaretl  utsder  their 
h  i..  la.  \\\  several  councils  «.if  war,  tbev  scarcelv  believed  it 
p  .vjticaMr  to  r.^iace  so  struog  a  pbce  with  so  sitiaii  a  foroet 
i.*,d  that  >c»  i^l  i  rovided. 

Ill  M.Lrch.  1707.  he  received  orders  to  prepare  for  au 
exivJiti  t  Toulon.     The  instructions  which  Sir 

r:o  idi-lL-v  received,  in  relation  to  this  atV.iir,  which,  if 
it  li  id  >vioce^ied,  must  have  pui  aii  er.il  to  the  u  ar,  b? 
ob!:^qri/  the  French  kint;  to  abandon  the  >tipport  of  hi* 
j^:  :4.idsoii  in  ^*j^ain,  were  sent  huii  lo  Lisbon;  and,  in  obedi- 
et.ee  to  them,  the  admiral  made  such  dispatch,  that  on  tiit- 
2*>Th  of  Mav  he  sailed  t\>r  Alieant;  where,  havinir  ioint^l 
t*^".r  Georije  Bvhl:.  he  proceeded  to  thecoa5t  of  Italy,  .»« 
tiie  latter  end  of  the  h.^  l;!!  of  June,  ciiu,^  t<»  an  anclior 
between  Nice  and  Antibe> :  wliere  he  waited  thean  jialaf 
tiie  duke  of  Savoy  and  prince  lOuirene,  h.I  the  2l^th  of  that 
month.    The  enemy  were  at  that  time  strongly  entrencbed 
on  the  river  V^ar,  and  had  extemled  tiiuir  works  above  four 
miles  into  the  country.    These  eutrtnchments  w  ere  defended 
by  eight  hundred  horse,  and  six  battalions  of  font,  a 
reinforcement  was  daily  expected,  of  three  battalioni^  more, 
under  the  command  of  general  Dillon,  an  Irish  officer, 
from  whose  courage  and  conduct  the  French  expected  much. 
8ir  Cloudesley  having  observed  to  the  duke,  that  part  «f 
the  French  lines  were  so  near  the  sea,  that  it  was  io  his 
power  to  cannonsde  them,  and  that  he  would  land  a  body 
of  seamen,  who  shoald  attadc  the  highest  and  strongest  oi 
their  eotreochments,  he  consented  that  they  should  be 
attadced  innnediately.    Accordingly,  on  the  1st  of  July,  Sir 
Clondestej  ordered  foor  English,  and  one  Dutch  man-e^ 
w«r,  to  enter  the  month  of  the  river  Yer»  where  the^  begsn 
to  oenoonede  the  French  lines:  toon  nftisr  which,  six  h«o> 
dred  English  seamen  landed  in  open  hoeta,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  John  Norris»  who  was  qnlckly  followed  by  tht 
admiral  \  and  having  began  the  altaok,  the  enemy  wers  is 
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terrified  with  such  an  unexpected  salutation,  that  they 
threw  down  their  arm^,  aftur  a  short  dispute^  aud  abaoduiied 
their  works. 

This  great  etTort  made  by  the  English,  not  only  procured 
an  easy  pa.>5ai,'e,  wi^ere  the  greatest  resistance  was  expected, 
Ul  Lutallv  disconcerted  the  French  scliemes,  since  the 
troops  had  scarcely  quitted  these  entrenchments  before  thoy 
met  general  Dillon,  who  wiis  so  astonished,  that  he  suffered 
himself  to  be  persuaded  to  abandon  the  town  of  St.  Paul, 
a-l  to  retreat.  On  the  14th,  a  council  of  war  was 
hellf  in  which  it  was  resolved  to  prosecute  the  inarch 
to  Toulon.  It  appears  from  tliis  account,  that  \n  hat  ever 
tb'Te  wa.-«  uf  zeal  au«l  .>pirit  in  the  conduct  of  this  afi'air, 
proceeded  t>om  the  diIiL''ence  and  activity  of  Sir  Cloudesiey. 
He  prupu-t- 1  forcing  the  passage  of  the  Var,  and  execiittj  1 
it;  he  induced  his  royal  highness  of  Savoy  to  pursue  his 
march  iaiinudiately ;  and,  as  soon  as  that  resolution  was 
taken,  the  admiral  sailed  with  his  Heet  for  the  i-lands  of 
Hiere§,  leaving  ten  or  twelve  frigates  to  interrupt  the 
enemy's  correspondonoe  with  Italy.  But  instead  of  six, 
the  duke  made  it  full  twelve  days  before  he  attacked  Toulon, 
and  then  laid  the  blame  on  prince  Eugene,  who  commanded 
the  emperor*s  tV»rce>,  and  who  hatl  orders  not  to  expose  them. 
It  is  true,  that  when  Sir  Oloudesley  went  first  to  compli- 
inent  the  duke  upon  his  safe  arrival,  and  to  receive  Mb  com- 
mands about  landing  artillery  and  ammunition,  his  royal 
highness  told  ium,  he  was  ^lad  to  see  him  at  last,  for  the 
maritime  powers  had  made  oim  wait  a  long  while ;  to  which, 
when  Sir  Gloudealey  answered,  that  he  had  not  delayed  a 
momeot  sinoe  it  was  in  his  power  to  wait  apoa  his  royal 
lugfaoess:  he  rq>lied,  smiling,  I  did  not  say  yon,  but  the 
maritime  powers  had  made  me  wait;  for  this  expedition  1 
eoQoerted  so  long  ago  as  1693,  and  fonrteen  years  is  a  long 
time  to  wait.  Sir  Oloudesley/' 

As  the  duke  of  Savoy  never  would  have  nndertaken  this 
affair  without  the  assistance  of  the  deet^  eommaikled  by  Sir 
Cknideileji  ^  he  did  nothing,  when  before  Toulon,  hut  b^ 
the  aasistanoe  of  the  fleet,  mm  whence  he  had  all  his  mih- 
tary  stores ;  so  he  conld  not  possibly  have  made  a  safe  re> 
treat,  if  it  had  not  been  oovered  by  the  fleet. 

He  left  Sir  Thomas  DUkes  at  Gibraltiir,  with  nine  ships 
of  the  line;  three  flfth-rates,  and  one  of  the  sixth,  for  the 
leenritj  of  the  coasts  of  Ital and  then  proceeded  with  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet,  consisting  of  ten  ships  of  the  line. 
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five  frigates,  four  fire-ships,  a  sloop,  and  a  jacht,  for  Eog- 
lapd.  On  Uie  22d  of  October,  he  came  into  the  Soundiqgii 
and  in  the  morning  had  ninety  fathom  water.  About  noon 
be  lay  hy ;  but,  at  six  in  the  evening,  he  made  sail  agaiD, 
and  stood  away  under  his  courses,  believing,  as  it  is  pre- 
sumed, that  he  saw  the  light  on  St.  Agnes,  one  of  the  iilaodi 
of  SciUy.  Soon  after  tnis,  several  ships  of  his  fleet  nsde 
the  signal  of  distress,  as  he  himself  did;  and  it  was  widi 
much  diiBeulty  that  Sir  George  B  vng,  in  the  Bonj^al  Anne, 
saved  himself,  liavinff  one  of  the  rooks  under  her  main  disiw. 
Sir  John  Norris  and  lord  Durder  also  ran  very  great  riib; 
and  several  ships  besides  the  admiral's  perished. 

Sir  Oloudesley's  bodjr  was  thrown  ashore  the  nest  day 
upon  the  island  of  Scilly,  where  some  fishermen,  hivinp 
taken  a  valuable  ring  from  his  flnger,  buried  him.  Ths 
rin^,  being  shown  about  over  the  island,  was  talked  ef. 
This  led  to  the  dipcovery  of  the  body,  which  being  rcinoved 
to  London,  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  wiib  grest 
solemnity. 
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GEORGE  ROOKE  was  the  son  of  Sir  WillUm  Rooke, 
o(  mn  aodent  fiunily  io  the  coontj  of  Kent,  where  be  was 
born,  in  the  year  1050.  His  father  gave  him  the  edneation 
heeoming  a  gentleman,    itis  first  station  in  the  navy  was 

that  of  a  volunteer,  in  which  he  distinguished  himself  bj  his 
eonrage  and  application.  This  obtained  for  him  the  post 
of  a  lieutenant,  whence  he  rose  to  that  of  a  captain  before 
he  was  thirty.  These  preferments  he  enjoyed  under  the 
reign  of  Charles  11.;  and  under  that  of  James,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Deptford,  a  fourth-rate 
man-of-war,  in  which  post  he  was  at  the  revolution. 

Admiral  Herbert  distinguished  him  early,  hy  sending 
him,  in  the  year  1689,  as  commodore,  with  a  squadron  to 
the  coast  of  Ireland.  In  this  station,  be  concurred  with 
major-general  Kirke,  in  the  relief  of  Londonderry,  assisting 
in  taking  the  island  in  the  Lake,  which  opened  a  passage  for 
the  relief  of  the  town. 

In  the  begiiming  of  the  year  1(590,  ho  was  appointed 
rear-admiral  of  the  red,  and  served  in  the  titrht  off  Beachy- 
hi-ad,  on  the  30th  of  June  the  same  year;  and,  notwithstand- 
ini^  the  misfortune  of  our  arms,  admiral  Booke  was  allowed 
to  have  done  his  duty  with  much  resolution;  and  therefore 
the  lords  and  others,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
«f  that  affair^  had  ordm  to  esamtoe  him  and  8ir  John 
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Ashbj,  who,  io  their  acccrants,  joslified  their  Admiri]»  anA 
showed  that  the  misfortaDe  happened  bj  their  bciqg  ohUgcd 
to  fight  under  Yast  ^sadvantagee. 

In  the  spring  of  the  succeeding  year,  he  convojed  WiU 
llam  to  Hollandt'and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  fke- 
adoiinl  of  the  blue,  in  whidi  station  be  serred  in  the  battle 
of  La  Ho^ueyon  the  22d  of  MaY»19929  where  he  behaved  with 
distinguiuied  courage  and  conduct.  It  was  owing  to  his 
vigorous  beha?iour»  that  the  last  stroke  was  giTeo  on  that 
important  day^  and  which  threw  the  French  eotirdj  into 
confusion. 

But  the  next  daj  was  for  him  still  much  more  gkirioQs; 
for  he  had  orders  to  go  into  La  Hmie  and  bum  theenemjV 
ahi]^  as  thej  lay.   There  were  thirteen  large  inen^if*war, 
which  had  crowded  as  fiir  up  as  jKMsibley  and  the  transports, 
tenders,  and  ships  with  ammunitioni  were  disposed  in  such  a 
manner,  that  it  was  thought  impossible  to  bum  theoi. 
Besides  this,  the  French  camp  was  in  sight,  with  the  French 
and  L4sh  troops  .that  were  to  have  been  etnploved  in  the 
invasion,  and  several  batteries  upon  the  coast,  well  suppHed 
with  heavy  artillery.    The  admiral,  however,  inaife  the 
necessary  preparations,  notwithsf andinff  he  saw  the  diq^oii- 
tions  made  on  shwe  for  his  reception ;  out,  when  he  came  to 
m^e  the  attempt,  he  found  it  imposuble  to  carry  io  the  duae 
of  his  souadron.    Even  this  did  not  discouraee  him.  He 
ordered  nis  light  frigates  to  ply  in  close  to  the  shore,  aad, 
having  manned  all  his  boats,  went  himsdf  to  give  directioiis 
for  the  attack,  burned  that  very  night  six  three-deck  aU^, 
and  the  next  day  he  burned  six  more  of  fhurn  seventy'-six  to 
sixty  guns,  and  destroyed  the  thirteenth,  which  wasji  shm 
of  6fty-six  guns,  together  with  most  of  the  transports  and 
ammunition-vessels,  and  this  ii rider  the  fire  of  the  battericv, 
in  sight  of  the  French  and  Irish  troops ;  and  yet,  throi^ 
the  wise  conduct  of  their  commander,  this  bold  enteipuse 
cost  the  lives  of  no  more  than  ten  men. 

It  was  happy  for  Hooke  that  he  served  a  brave  priaee, 
who  inqinrtd  particularly  into  every  man*s  conduct  before 
he  punished  or  rewarded.  The  behaviour  of  the  vice-admi- 
ral  at  La  Hogue  appeared  to  him  so  worthy  of  public  notice, 
that,  having  no  opportunity  nt  that  time  of  providing  for 
him.  be  settled  a  pension  of  a  thousand  pounds  a-yeeor  on 
him  for  life.  In  the  firing,  his  majesty  went  tr  T^>rtmouth 
to  view  the  fleet,  and,|^oing  on  hoard  admiral  Uooke*s  ship, 
then  in  the  harbour,  dined  with  him,  and  conferred  on  him 
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tbe  Itonoar  of  knic^hthoody  having'  a  little  before  made  a  naval 
promotion,  in  which  he  was  declared  vice-admiral  of  the  red, 
mi  intrusted  with  the  oommand  of  tbe  squadron  that  was  to 
escOTt  tbe  Smyrna  fleet.  The  ill  SQOoesS  of  this  eipedtUon 
Ims  been  already  referred  to. 

A  violent  party  rc>;entmeiit  was  raised  against  hira,  owing 
to  his  condoct  in  parliameDt ;  for  being  in  1605  elected  mem. 
b«r  for  Portsmouth,  and  Toting  mostly  with  those  that  were 
called  tories,  great  pains  were  taken  to  min  liim  in  the 
ldBg*s  opinion  ;  hut  to  the  honour  of  William,  when  pressed 
to  remove  Sir  George  Hooke  from  his  seat  at  the  admiralty* 
hixirfl,  he  answered  plainly,  I  will  NOT.  **  Sir  George 
fiookcy '  coDtinned  his  majesty,  "  served  me  faithfully  at  sea, 
nd  I  will  never  displace  him'for  acting  as  he  thinks  best  for 
the  service  of  his  country  in  the  House  of  Commons;**  an 
answer  tmly  worthy  of  a  British  prince. 

Upon  the  accession  of  queen  Anne,  in  1702,  Sir  George 
was  constituted  vice-adrairiu,  and  lieutenant  of  the  admiralty 
of  England,  as  also  lieutenant  of  tbe  6eets  and  seas  of  this 
kingdom ;  and,  npon  the  declaration  of  war  against  France,  it 
was  resolved  that  he  should  command  the  grand  fleet  sent 
against  Cadiz,  the  dake  of  Ormand  having  Uie  command  in 
chief  of  the  bund  forces.  The  molt  of  this  expedition,  and 
the  nnsacoessfiil  attack  upon  Vigo,  need  not  be  repeated. 

When  the  attempt  on  Barcelona  miscarried,  the  admiral, 
thoo^  not  joined  by  tbe  reinforcement  from  England,  chased 
the  Brest  squadron  into  Toulon;  and  havinpr  afterwjirrls 
pasied  through  the  Straits,  join^  Sir  Cloudesiey  Shovel, 
with  the  fleet  under  his  command,  off  Lagos;  and  con* 
tinned  cruising  for  about  a  month  in  expectation  of  orders 
from  home,  or  from  the  court  of  Spain.  On  the  17th  of 
July,  being  in  the  road  of  Tetuan,  a  council  of  war  was 
called,  in  which  several  schemes  were  examined,  but  were 
all  found  to  be  impracticable;  at  last,  Sir  George  Hooke 
proposed  tbe  attacking  of  Gibraltar,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  immediately  put  into  execution :  for,  the  fleet  arriving 
there  on  tbe  21st  of  the  same  month,  the  troops,  which  were 
but  eighteen  hundred  men,  were  landed  the  same  day  :  the 
admiral  ^nvo  the  sitrnal  for  cannonading  the  place  on  the 
22(1,  and,  l»y  the  t^lorious  couraije  of  the  Knj^lish  seamen,  the 
pl  if^o  was  taken  on  the  24th.  After  this  reniarkahle  service, 
the  Dutch  admiral  thoutrht  of  nothing  }>ut  returning  home, 
and  actually  detached  six  men-of-wnr  to  Liisbon,  so  little 
sfpsanaoe  was  there  of  any  engagement.    But,  on  the  9th 


L  iyui<_L;d  by  Google 


I 


272  8Ut  Q£OEG£  BOO&E. 

of  August,  the  French  fleet,  uiuler  the  r*  inmand  of  the 
count  de  Thoukniae,  wastirst  seen  at  sea.  and  appeariHl  to  he 
by  miu'li  the  strongest  that  had  been  e<^jnippeil  durini;  the 
whok'  war ;  the  Ent^lish  aduiii  al,  however,  resolved  to  do  all 
that  lay  in  his  po\N  t  r  to  force  an  eni^ag-ement.  Wo  have 
alrci  lj  giveu  an  accuuut  ut  the  battle  which  folluwed  o5 
Malaga. 

On  the  return  of  Sir  Geor'^o  llookc,  he  vvaa  extreroely 
well  received  by  the  queen  and  the  lord  hlirh-admiral.  Bu:, 
unhickilv  for  liitn,  the  battle  off  Mala;^a  \va<,  some  wav  or 
other,  connf])arL'i!  tu  that  of  Blenheim,  fought  the  sameyemr; 
which  made  the  matter  of  lacL  a  point  of  party  debate,  ar.d, 
in  the  addresses  sent  up  from  all  parts  of  htr  jnaje>Tv*s  do- 
minions, the  wiiigs  took  all  imaginable  care  to  niaLTiiify  the 
duke  of  Marlborough's  success,  witliuLii  saying  a  word  "f  tL4; 
victury  at  si  a  ;  whereas  the  tories  were  etpially  zealous  in 
their  couiplinicats  upon  both;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  biith 
these  battles  were  decisive;  that  of  Blenheim  put  an  end  to 
the  inHuence  of  France  in  the  empire,  that  of  Malaga 
extinguished  the  French  power  at  sea. 

Sir  George,  perceiving  that  as  he  rose  in  credit  with  bis 
country,  he  lost  his  interest  with  those  at  the  helm,  re$ol?ed 
to  retire  Irom  public  business,  and  prevent  the  affairs  of  the 
nation  from  receiving  any  disturbance  upon  his  account. 
Thus,  immediately  aner  ne  had  rendered  such  important 
services  to  his  country,  as  the  taking  the  fortress  of  Gibnl- 
tar,  and  beating  the  whole  naval  force  of  France  in  tiie  battle 
off  Malaga,  the  laat  engagement  wbidi  happened  betweea 
these  two  nations  at  sea,  during  this  war,  he  was  con- 
strained to  quit  his  command :  and,  as  tbe  tories  had  bdore 
driven  the  earl  of  Orford  from  Ids  pc^  immediatelj  afUr 
the  glorious  victory  at  Lm  Hogue,  so  the  whigs  returned 
them  the  compliment,  bj  maktitg  use  of  thdr  ascendencj  to 
the  like  good  purpose,  with  r^^mrd  to  Shr  Oeom  Booke. 

After  this  strange  return  for  the  services  he  had  done  Hi 
country.  Sir  (George  Rooke  |Mttsed  the  Tenu^nder  of  his  dsfs 
as  a  private  ^deman,  and  for  tbe  moat  part  at  his  seat  is 
Kent.  His  seal  for  the  ehurdiy  and  his  striot  adheims 
to  the  tones,  made  him  the  darling  of  one  set  of  people,  tad 
exposed  him  no  less  to  the  aversion  of  another.  In  party  mst* 
ters  he  was  warm  and  ei^er,  but  in  action  he  was  pcdectit 
cool  and  temperate^  irave  his  orders  with  the  utmost  seraut  j, 
and  as  he  was  carerai  in  marlrin^  the  condnd  of  his  prioctpsl 
officers,  so  his  candoar  and  josttce  were  always  ooa^acnoai 
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in  the  accounts  he  gave  of  them  to  his  superiors ;  he  there 
knew  no  party,  no  private  considerations,  but  commended 
merit,  wherever  it  appeared.  He  was  equally  superior  to 
pqnilar  clamour  and  popular  applause ;  and  he  had  a  con- 
tempt for  foreign  interests  when  incompatible  with  our  own, 
and  knew  not  what  it  was  to  seek  the  favour  of  the  great, 
but  by  performiog  such  actions  as  deserved  it.  He  died 
in  1709. 


The  highly  honourable  names  of  Sir  Daniel  Mitchell^ 
Sir  Ralph  Delavel,  admiral  Churchill,  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes, 
Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  Andrew  Leake,  Sir  Stafford  Fair- 
borne,  together  with  that  of  William  Dampier,  the  cele- 
bnted  Toyager,  all  of  whom  omameDted  this  periocl»  we  can 
do  no  more  thui  menlioo. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

REIGN  OF  GEOUGE  I. — 1714  TO  1727 — BYNG,  LORD  TORTltNCTON — 
SIR  WILLIAM  JUMPER — SIR  JOHN  JBNNINGS— DURE  OP  LEEDS  — 
REIGN  OF  GEORGE  II. — 17*27  TO  THE  TREATY  OF  AIX  LA  CHA- 
PBLLE  IN  1748 — ADMIRAL  VERNON — SIR  CHARLES  WAGER — SIR 
JOHN  N0RRI8 — SIR  PETER  WARREN.  GEORGE  II  — FROM  TUI 
PEACE  OF  AIX  LA  CHAPELLE  TO  HIS  DEATH  IN  J  760.  GEODGB 
III. — FROM  HIS  ACCESSION  TO  THE  PEACE  OF  PARIS  IN  1 7t>3. 
THE  SEVEN  YEARS*  WAR — ADMIRAL  JOHN  BYNO,  HIS  TRIAL  AND 
EXECUTION — TAKING  OF  QUEBEC — SUCCESSES  IN  EAST  AND  WEST 
INDIES — UNION  OF  THE  SPANISH  AND  FRENCH  FLEETS — THEIR 
DESTRUCTION — ADMIRAL  B08CAWBN  —  IIAWKE  —  LORD  ANSON  — 
SIR  GEORGE  POCOCK — TYNTB. 

There  is  hardly  any  period  of  English  history  so  barrwi  of 
important  naval  events  as  the  reign  of  George  I.  This  is 
in  no  degree  to  be  attributed  either  to  the  insufficiencj  of 
the  navy,  or  to  the  want  of  skill  and  gallantry  in  its  com- 
manders. In  these  respects  there  was  no  falling  oflf ;  our 
most  formidable  rivals,  the  Dutch,  were  now  our  firm 
allies;  with  France,  too,  we  were  at  peace  <luring  the  whole 
of  this  reign.  A  war  with  Spain,  originating  from  trit^irg 
causes,  and  in  which  the  Spanish  fleet  was  nearly  annihilated 
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without  rjiv  'general  on^^aj^emenl,  afTonled  our  seamen  the 
only  opportunity  of  acquiring  distinction.  Thv  Dnirlish  t^t  ets 
were  chief!?  onnini.ui  ieil  hv  Sir  Oeor<;e  Bvnir,  afterwards 
Ti'iO'lunt  Torriui^T'^ii ;  and  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life  will 
*ufl5ce  to  bring  such  action*^  a«5  are  cleserving  of  notice,  under 
O'jr  review.  His  principal  coadjutors  were  Sir  John  .len- 
nio^^s,  JSir  James  Wishart,  admiral  Baker,  the  mart ju is  of 
GArinarthen,  afterward^  duke  of  Leeds,  and  Sir  William 
Jumper,  whose  perMoal  ftdreotom  entitle  him  to  a  separate 
notice. 

GEORGE   BYNG,  LORD  TORRINGTON. — 
Oe-»rLro  Hvni^  descended  from  an  ancient  family  in  Kent, 
and  wm  born  in  1663.    At  the  aj^e  of  fifteen,  he  went  to 
sea,  a  volunteer.    In  168K  he  quitted  the  sea  service,  up-m 
the  iniritation  of  general  Ku  k,  governor  of  Tangiers,  ami 
^enr&i  as  a  cadet  in  the  grenadiers  of  that  garrison ;  and,  a 
^.MiiiUL  V  -*j  jn  happening,  he  was  made  ensign,  and,  not  long 
aiter,  lieutenant.    In  1684,  hj  was  appuiated  lieutenant  of 
the  Oxford  ;  from  which  time  he  continued  in  the  sea  ser- 
Tiee.    The  next  year  he  went  in  the  PhoBnix,  to  the  East 
ladies,  where  he  boarded  a  Zinganiau  pirate,  who  raain- 
tained  a  de^^perate  fight,  in  so  iiuich  that  most  of  those  who 
entered  with  him  were  slain,  and  he  himself  .severely  \vi>urid- 
ed;  the  pirate  sinkin.r,  he  was  taken  out  of  the  sea,  with 
hardly  any  remains  r>t  life.    In  the  year  1688,  Hynir,  being 
first  lieuu-uauL  to  Sir  »Ji>hn  A-hl)Y,  in  the  lleet  coiniaiiiuie<i 
bf  the  ear)  of  Daitiiiuutli,  and  fitte«l  out  to  oppose  the 
designs  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  was  }»arlicuUrly  entruiied 
in  the  intrigued  then  e^irrying  on  among  the  most  consi- 
derable oflScers  of  the  fleet,  in  favour  of  that  prince,  and 
was  the  person  they  sent  with  assuranees  of  obedience  to  his 
highness  ;  to  whom  he  was  privately  intru<luced  at  Sher- 
Wne  by  admiral  Russell.    Upon  his  return,  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth  sent  him  to  carry  a  message  to  the  prince,  and 
iQide  hira  captain  of  a  fourth-rate  man-of-war.  In  1690,  he 
was  iidv  aiiced  to  the  command  of  the  Hope,  a  third-rate,  and 
was  second  to  Sir  George  Booke  in  the  battle  off  Beachy 
llead.    After  this  he  was  captain  of  the  Royal  Oak,  and 
lenreii  under  admiral  Russel.    In  1693,  that  officer  distin- 
y:uished  him  in  a  particular  manner,  by  promoting  him  to 
the  rank  of  his  first  captain;  in  which  station  he  served  two 
jeasi  in  the  Mediterranean.    Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
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war  in  the  rear  1702,  he  accepted  the  commaTid  of  the  Na*- 
■n,  a  ^rd-rate,  and  wa^  at  the  taking  and  burning  of  the 
FmmIi  fleet  at  Vigo,  in  the  following  ye  ar  he  was  made 
Mfuadmiral  of  the  red,  and  ser^  ed  in  the  r.(H  t  r  mmandt-d 
bv  Sir  Cloudeslev  Shovel  in  the  Mediterranean;  under 
which  admiral  he'  ? erred  a-ain,  in  1704,  in  the  fleet  that 
was  sent  into  the  same  >ea  in  search  of  the  French.  It  w  il* 
he  who  commanded  the  squadron  that  cannonaded  Gibral:--r 
with  ^iTch  vigour  and  effect,  a?  obliged  the  Spaniards  to 
quit  ti..;r  post's,  and  thereby  enabled  the  seamen,  who  wen^ 
immediaieiy  lauded,  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  tor- 
tificntions  ;  by  which  exploit  the  garnsua  was  reiiucf>i  to  a 
capitulation.  *  In  the  battle  of  Malaga,  w  hich  follo^v  Hx»n 
after,  he  acquitteil  himsfeii  k»  well,  that  oueen  Aune  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  honour  of  knighthood.  Tow  ards  tht" 
end  of  this  Tear,  Sir  (W  onre  Rvng^  commandtd  a  ri^u^dran 
in  the  Soundings,  and  w  a^*  >o  ?ucevs>ml  as  to  take  tw^Te 
Urge  French  priTateer?,  together  w  ith  the  Thetis,  ,i-n.an-ci 
war  of  fortv-four  gun*,  ar<d  «even  French  merchant  ^hipa, 
richly  luien.  The  number  of  men  taken  was  2070,  and  of 
guns  334. 

In  1705,  Sir  George  was  made  vice-admiral  of  the  Woe; 
and,  upon  the  election  of  a  nt  w  parliament,  was  returned 
for  riyni.  uth;  which  place  he  represented  in  every  succeed- 
log  pai  lian.ont,  till  1721,  when  he  was  created  a  peer.  In 
the  f.  llo\siug  y  :ir.  Lis  assistance  was  extremely  useful  to 
i^ir  John  Leake,  iu  relieving  Barcelona;  and  he  greatly 
promoted  the  other  enterj^rises  of  that  campaign,  and  parti- 
cuiarly  the  rt  «hu  iru^  of  Carthagena  and  Alicant,  In  the 
beginning  of  ihc  y<.ar  1707,  Sir  George  was  oidered»  widi 
a  strctng  Si^iiidron,  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  for  the  reBif  «f 
the  annv.  liaving  performed  this  service,  and  being  vamt^ 
by  Sir  Lluudesley  Shovel  from  Lisbon,  they  proCMM  U 
the  coast  of  Italy,  with  a  fleet  of  fofrtT<thrae ■MD-of^WMr, ttd 
fifty  transporU,  to  second  prince  EngcM  and  ^dal»«f 
Savoy,  in  the  siege  of  Toabn.  In  tMr  rctom  hone  fnm 
this  expedition^  Sir  Ckoige  ninowfy  emped  thipwnA^ 
when  Sir  Ofoodethnr  Shorel  was  loit.  In  Clm  ymr  ITMl 
Sir  Qeorffe  was  made  admiral  of  the  Uiiep  and  commindad 
the  M|aaaroii  fitted  ent  to  oppoee  the  invaMo  deiywd 
agaiMt  Bootiand  by  the  Preteoder.  TUa  equadim  eon- 
lilted  of  twcntY*foiir  men-of-war;  wiUi  which  Sir  Qeem 
Byng  and  lord  Dnrtlcj  sailed  Aw  Deal  Ibr  tha  FraM 
ooatt$  aad»  haTiqg  anchored  m  Qvarelaae  Pit%  Sir  Oe^ 
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vcBi  iflto  a  Httdl  IHgiii^Md  HiM  wilUB  two  nite 
FkmiA  Road,  and  tim  kinied  the  ftreogtli  and  nimber 
of  the  mmfM  thipt.    Go  Uio  odmindV  andMNriiig  before 
OfrnTcfae^  the  Fremofteeri  eoipeoded  their  eoiborketioii; 
h&tf  open  orders  from  ooeorty  were  oh^ped  to  fwnime  itj  eiid 
aeeefd&i^y,  on  theOdiof  Ifai^  th^  eeOed  oat  of  Duo* 
wCtoorge,  at  this  time,  bed  heeoobl^edlbrseeiiri^ 
lo  go  to  onAor  udar  XhiDgeoeia;  endy  on  Ue  return  to 
Doldrk*  was  infbroMd  that  the  Freoch  had  tailed,  hot 
ewid  got  BO  eceoottt  of  the  ptoee  of  their  detrtnetion.  Ho 
wa^  bowerer,  ncfiiied  to  heliere  that  thej  were  designed 
lor  8eollaBd ;  wbera^on  it  wae  reeolredy  ni  a  eovocQ  of 
wv^toMraotfaentotheroodof Edmbiifgb.  Onthel3th 
ef  IfoM*,  the  Ffeoch  were  dinovered  ID  the  Frith  of  Edm- 
boigb,  where  tiiej  made  mgaah,  hot  to  no  parooae,  and 
thi  eteeredmaorth  rant  eocfea,  ae  if  they  intended  to  go  to 
8t.  Aiidrow*a    Sir  George  pazeoed  tbeoB*  and  took  the 
8dbhwrr,  a  diip  of  fifty  gaae»  Ibnaerij  talcen  frooi  ai;  oa 
board  of  wbieh  were  wmny  Uuid  aad  eoa  officers  of  great 
datiaetiooi  aad  §vo  oompame  of  eoldien.    After  thie»  Sir 
Oeoigo  fiadiog  it  impnaaMe  to  oomo  ap  with  the  eoen^, 
mtaiaiid  with  the  fleet  to  Leilh»  where  he  oootinaed  till  he 
leeotred  advioe  of  tlio  Freoch  adaurBl*e  gettiog  faaek  to 
Daainrfcy  and  tiMO  proceeded  to  the  Downs,  porsuant  to  hta 
erderiw    Bat  before  be  left  Leitb  nods,  the  lord  prorost 
lad  BMgistiatae  of  Sdiabargb,  to  sliow  their  grateful  sense 
ef  the  importaat  eervice  he  had  doae  them,  presented  him 
with  ihb  Iroedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  bos.   la  1709,  Sir 
George  eommaaded  ia  daef  iwr  aujes^s  squadnin  in  the 
MeditefTaoean,  wbere^  bowerer,  thoogh  he  did  ail  that  oould 
beecpected  froai  laOf  or  that  it  wae  poesiblo  for  htm  to  do^ 
Mit  oi  hie  meamroi  aad  great  denffaa  were  fraitrated  by 
the  iaipotieoce  and  irresoiutloaof  the  eoort  of  Spaiai  ler, 
witbowt  regard  to  what  had  been  reoolred,  or  erea  to  what 
tbijr  IfaesselTes  bad  denuuided  bdbre,  they  wore  oootinuaUy 
daaria^ something  new  to  bedoao  for  them,  net  ooaaideriog 
tbat  it  was  impoenble  oar  diips  c  mid  perform  one  senrioe^ 
witbowi  aiglectii^  aaother.   After  bia  retorn  beaio  firoat 
this  command,      was  made  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
oeeatiog  the  office  of  lord  hl;<h.adaural»  in  which  poet  ho 
contioiud  till  soiae  tiaio  before  the  qiieoa*a  deaths  whea^  aot 
fiiiiag  ia  with  thetnwnres  of  those  ttaieo,  he  waa  laaanred ; 
bat,  upon  the  accesson  of  king  G^rge,  be  was  restored  to 
tbot  eaudoyawnt.    Upon  the  broakiag  oat  of  the  lobeilioa 
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in  the  year  1715,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a 
squadrun  in  the  Dowiks:  fur  his  important  services  in  this 
situatinii,  the  king  created  him  a  barciu  t,  ixud.  gave  him  a 
ring  of  uTeat  \  :ilne,  with  other  ituirl.s  of  his  royal  favour. 
In  the  vear  1717,  il  bcinu'"  "liscovtrcd  lhat  a:i  invasion  "wa* 
intended  against  this  kingdom,  by  Charles  XII.,  king  of 
Sweden,  orders  were  issued  for  sending  a  formidable  squa- 
drun into  the  Baltic,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George,  who 
accordingly  sailed  for  Copenhagen,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
llth  of  April.  He  then  despatched  five  ships  of  the  line  to 
cruise  in  the  Categat,  to  cover  the  trade  from  the  8pani-h 
privateers.  The  Swedes  had  laid  aside  whatever  dc^^gi. 
they  had  formed  to  our  prejudice;  and  as  no  enemy  appeared, 
and  the  season  began  to  advance,  Sir  George  returned  home 
with  the  fieet.  Thb  expedition  effectuaUj  removed  all 
apprehensions  that  the  nation  was  tinder  from  the  Swed«a. 

The  most  important  action  Sir  Qeorge  was  engaged  in 
was  the  expedition  of  the  EDfflish  fleet  to  Sicily,  in  the  rear 
1718,  for  the  protection  of  tbe  neatralHy  of  ItiUj,  and' the 
defence  of  the  emperor*t  possessions,  aooorAng  to  the  oh^. 
gatlons  England  was  nndar  by  treaty,  against  the  iniwon 
of  the  SpaniaidSy  who  had,  the  year  before^  sorpriied  Saor* 
diniat  and  had  this  year  landed  an  army  in  Sicily.   On  the 
15th  of  June,  Sir  Oeorp,  who  was  appointed  a^inl  and 
comnumder-in-chieft  sailed  from  Spithcad  for  tlie  Modilsr* 
raneaoy  with  twenty  ships  of  the  line,  two  fire-ships,  two 
bomb-vesselsy  an  hospital  ship,  and  a  store  ship.  Bemg  got 
into  the  ocean,  he  sent  the  Bnpert  to  Lisbon  for  inteUijgence; 
and  when  he  had  arrired  off  Qwpe  St.  Vincent,  he  dispatched 
the  Superbe  to  Cadis,  with  a  letter  to  colonel  Stanhope^  the 
envoy  at  Bfadrid,  wherein  he  desired  that  minister  to  acqoaiat 
the  lung  of  Spain  with  his  arriTal  in  those  parts,  in  his  way 
to  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  Uy  before  him  the  inatradions 
he  had  received  for  his  condnct.  This  was  done  with  a  view 
to  induce  the  king  of  Spain  to  recall  his  troops,  or  at  IcisI 
agree  to  a  suspension  of  arms.   Bat  it  bad  not  this  eAct; 
for  when  Mr.  Stanhope  showed  this  letter  to  the  cardiasl 
Alheroni,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Spaoidi  dbirs, 
that  able  minister,  npon  reading  It,  told  him  vHUi  some 
warmth,  that  hb  master  wonld  run  all  haaards,  and  even 
suffer  himsdf  to  be  driven  oat  of  Spain,  rather  thao  rnnsmt 
to  any  sach  proposals ;  adding,  that  the  Spaniards  were  net 
to  be  frightened,  and  that  he  was  so  well  convinoed  of  tbilr 
fleet*s  doing  their  daty,  that,  if  the  admiral  shooU  thak  fit 
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to  attai  k  ti  c  in,  he  would  be  in  no  pain  for  the  event.  The 
c^ixdiua-i,  liuwcvt  r,  wa^  prevailed  upon  tu  lay  the  admiral's 
U'tter  Let'«>re  the  kini^.  An  answer  was  returned  by  the 
caxdinal,  ruten  under  the  adiuiiars  letter,  acfjuainting  the 
British  Uiinister,  that  it  was  his  Catholic  Majesty's  resolu- 
tion, that  the  chevaliLr  Byng  miL'Kt  execute  the  orders  he 
hod  fruiu  the  king  his  ma.ster.  The  admiral  pursuing  his 
Tovage,  thouL^h  with  unfavourable  winds,  was  rejoined,  off 
Cape  Spartef,  by  the  Superbc  :ni<l  Uupert,  who  brought 
him  advice  of  the  preparations  the  Spaniards  hud  made 
at  lj..rct  k  na,  and  informed  him  that  their  fleet  had  sailed 
ftuLo  licence  to  the  eastward,  on  the  18th  of  June.  In  pass- 
ing by  Gibraltar,  vice-admiral  Cornwall  came  out  and 
joined  him,  with  the  Argyle  man-of-war,  and  a  galley.  The 
admiial  having  four  regiments  of  foot,  which  ho  was  to 
land  at  Minorca,  in  order  to  relieve  the  soldiers  there  in 
garrison,  who  were  to  embark  and  senre  on  board  the  fleet, 
proceeded  to  that  place,  and,  on  the  25th  of  July,  anchored 
with  the  squadron  off  Port  Mahon.  Here  he  received 
a  :«ice  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had  been  seen,  on  the  30th  of 
June,  within  forty  leagues  of  Naples,  steering  south-east; 
upon  this  he  dispatched  expresses  to  the  governor  of  Milan, 
ami  the  viceroy  of  Naples,  to  inform  them  of  his  arrival  in 
the  Mediterranean  ;  from  whence  he  sailed  on  the  25th  of 
July,  and  arrived,  on  the  1st  of  August,  in  the  Bay  of 
Naples.  The  fleet  sailing  in,  with  a  gentle  gale,  and  con- 
sisting of  twenty-one  smT  of  the  line,  most  of  them  large 
ships,  and  three  of  them  hearing  flaggy  afforded  such  a  sight 
as  nad  nerer  been  Been  hafore  in  those  parts.  In  his  con- 
ference  with  Coiiiit  Dami,  the  imperial  Ticeroy,  Sir  George 
learned  that  the  Spaoith  armji  oonsitting  of  thirty  thousand 
men,  had  landed  in  Sicily,  and  made  themaelTes  masters  of 
»  Rreat  part  of  the  bland ;  that  thej  had  taken  the  town  of 
iMssina,  and  were  then  carrying  on  the  mege  of  the  citadeK 
Hereupon  it  was  agreed,  that  the  riceroy  should  send  two 
thousand  Ctomans  to  Messina,  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  fleet,  to  relieve  that  citadel.  Whilst  the  necessary 
preparations  were  making  for  this  senrice*  the  viceroy  pre* 
sented  Sir  George  with  a  sword  set  with  diamonds^and  a  valu- 
able stair  of  command ;  and  sent  ahnndance  of  refresl^ents 
to  the  fleet.  On  the  flth  of  August,  Sir  Oeom  sailed  Arom 
Naples,  and  on  the  9th  aniTed  in  view  or  the  Faro  of 
Messina.  According  to  the  hest  aooonnts  the  admiral  could 
ohtiun,  be  was  led  to  oondnde,  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had 
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lailed  from  Malta,  in  order  to  ftvcnd  him ;  aadthmCore,  up- 
on reosiTiog  the  iiiarqiiU*s  Mswery  he  imiaedktel j  weighed, 
with  an  inteDtion  to  oome  with  lu>  woadroa  before  Moiiliii 
in  order  to  enoonnge  end  support  tne  gairiioft  in  thecitfr* 
del;  hut,  as  he  etood  in  towardt  Metiinis  he  taw  two 
,  Spanish  sooots  in  the  Faro ;  and  being  infonnedat  thi  ms 
time  by  the  crew  of  a  fdnoea  that  theT  had  seen  from  ths 
hills  the  Spanish  fleet  lying  bj,  the  achntral  atteced  hb  d»> 
sign,  and  stood  throngh  the  F«ro  with  all  the  sail  heesridt 
after  their  scouts^  imagining  thej  would  lead  him  to  tiwr 
fleet,  which  accordinii^ly  they  did  ;  for  before  noon  he  had  a 
fair  view  of  it  dr^ivvn  iuto  a  line  of  battle,  consistinsr  of 
twenty-seven  uien-of-war,  small  and  great,  besides  nrc-v'  ips, 
bomb-vessels,  galleys,  and  store-ships.  On  sij^Lt  ul  the 
Eaglisli  squa  lr  n,  they  stood  away  in  g^od  order.  The 
adrairai  folio wu«l  them  all  that  day,  and  the  sticceeding 
nic^ht ;  and  the  next  morning  earW,  the  Engli?h  being 
piL'tty  near  them,  the  Marquis  de  Aiari,  rear-admiral,  wit^ 
six  nu  n-of-vvar,  and  all  the  cralleys,  fire-siiips,  bomh-v  :^ls 
and  store-ships,  separat^'d  from  iluMr  main  fleet,  and  stcoi 
in  for  the  Sicilian  shure  ;  upon  wliicli  the  admiral  detached 
Captain  Walton,  of  the  Canterbury,  with  five  more  ships, 
after  them,  wliilst  he  himself  pursued  the  main  body  of  the 
Spanish  fleet.  About  ten  o'clock,  two  of  his  ships  came  tip 
with  them,  and  the  engagement  began,  which  continued  till 
the  evening,  and  ended  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  Engluh  received  but  little  damage.  The  aiihniial  iaj 
bj  some  days  at  se%  to  refit  the  rigging  of  his  ships,  and  to 
repair  the  damages  which  the  prizes  had  sustained;  sad 
whilst  he  was  thus  employed  lie  reoeived  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Walton,  who  had  been  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  SpaniA 
ships  that  separated  from  the  main  fleet,  under  the  eom- 
mand  of  the  Marqois  de  Mari,  in  these  few  words : — 

«  giBi — We  have  taken  and  destroyed  all  the  Speaiih 
ships  and  Yesseb  which  were  upon  the  coast,  the  nnmDsr  ss 
per  margin. — I  am,  &c«  O.  Waltov. 

Canterbury,  off  Syraonsa,  Aug.  16, 1718.*" 

These  ships  that  captain  Walton  thrust  into  his  maigio, 
were  four  Spanish  men-of-war,  one  of  siz^  gun%  oon- 
manded  by  rear-admiral  Uari,  one  of  fifty-fonr,  eae  of 
forty,  and  one  of  twenty-four  guns,  with  a  bomh-Tessel, 
and  a  ship  laden  with  arms.  All  these  were  taken.  He 
burned  fourmen-of- war,  oneof  fifty-four  guns,  two  of  t^rtT, 
and  one  of  thirty  guns,  wiih  a  ik  e-ship  and  a  bomb-v^el. 
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Soon  ifter  wis  ended  the  war  of  Bic!lj,m  which  the  fleet 
of  Oreet  Britain  bore  eo  mat  a  paiVthat  the  fate  of  the 
idaod  was  wholly  governed  bj  its  ooerations*  Haying  per- 
femed  so  manj  si^al  senricesi  aoa  brought  the  war  to  so 
fiirtmiate  a  oonelonon,  the  admiral  depar&d  from  Ital?!  to 
Sttaid  the  kiiig  at  Hanoyer^  where  his  Majesty  rewardea  his 
•errices  by  making  him  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  rear-' 
admiral  of  Great  Britain ;  and  on  his  return  to  England  he 
Dominated  him  one  ot'  the  privy  council.  In  tlie  year  1721, 
Sir  George  was  created  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  ol'  Viscount  Torrington,  and  Barou  Byng  of  Southhill 
in  Bedfordshire,  and  in  1725,  he  was  made  one  of  the 
knights  (jf  the  Bath,  upon  the  revival  of  that  order.  After 
thi>  his  lordship  had  no  command  at  sea,  althoug'h  he  was 
singled  out  a-^  an  oliject  of  honour  by  <  ieorge  the  Second, 
who,  when  he  came  to  Ihi'  crown,  placed  hira  at  the  head  of 
naval  aflPairs,  by  appointing  him  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
ia  which  station  he  died  in  1733,  in  the  70th  year  of  his 
age.  He  wa^  naturally  of  a  tender  constitution,  but  full  of 
ardour;  and  by  his  indefatigable  activity  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  upon  all  occasions,  he  had  hardened  his  body  to 
severe  servioe^  and  had  enored  it  to  patience  under  the 
greatest  fatigue.  The  early  age  at  which  he  went  to  sea, 
wouki  not  admit  of  his  making  anj  great  proficiency  in  lite- 
rature; but  his  constant  diligence^  joined  with  ezeellent 
talents,  and  a  just  aense  of  hononrt  made  him  eapable  of 
sooducting  difficult  negociations  and  oommissions  with  pro* 
per  dignity  and  address.  His  maxim  was,  to  leave  nothinff 
ts  fortune  that  ooold  be  accomplished  by  foresight  ana 


SIB  WILLIAM  JUMPER  Few  men,  who  hare  not 

fifsd  to  attain  the  rank  of  oommanders-m*chief»  hare 
aoqnired  so  mvch  renown  as  William  Jnmper;  fortune 
haring  been  siqgolarly  bonntifol  in  throwing  in  his  way  a 
greater  number  of  opportanitles  of  distinguishing  himself, 
ss  a  private  captain,  than  probably  erer  before  i&l  to  the 
bt  of  any  one  person.  His  first  commission  was  that  of 
secoud  lieutenant  of  the  Resolution,  in  November  1688. 
Having  served  as  lieutenant  of  various  ships,  he  was  pro- 
moted in  lGir2,  to  be  cuininander  of  the  Hopewell  fire-ship. 
In  the  followiug  year  he  was  appointed  captain  of  one  of 
the  light  vessels  belonging  to  the  main  fleet.  He  was  next 
promoted  to  the  Ad?eatare|  of  forty-four  guns* 
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His  atbstttiwa  lo  th^f  duties  of  his  <?.ition,  procurt^i  him,  in 
l<>y4v  to  b*»  caplmu  s>t  VV'ey mouth,  a  fV»urth-rate.  in 

wbicfa  be  v^uicklv  aci^uired  sreat  renown.  Being  on  a  cruise 
cif  tbe  Wikft  i^f  Ir^LiQii,  io  the  mouth  of  JnT)»\  in  CMtDpaiiy 
'with  the  M^w;&y«  thu  time  comuiaiiiied  by  eii|»taiti 
l^iikiWy  tb**5  tVjll  in  with  a  ship  of  war,  bolonqine"  to  St. 
MdJoeJS  cal]«;fd  the  invincible.  The  Weymouth,  htrin^'  a. 
better  saiiips^  'dbit?  thaji  the  Midway,  began  to  enc^a^*  the 
^iitiuxj  at  i^o  oa  tUe  morninc^  of  the  17th.  The 

Invin*:ibi<;  11:5^  ev«.»ry  .etid^Tour  to  escape,  and  had  so  far  tbe 
HAivantu^*  m  THnnt  ux*  that  the  Weymouth  was  uii^- 

bl»?  to  cluij«ci  wica  h<er  ti!l  Alter  a  running  tight,  wluch  e<:>nti- 
nnad  till  ei^bt  o'ckvk  .ii  uicht,  when  the  enemy  surrendered. 
Ou  tbtf  3 1st  of  tii^  cOiiie  month,  at*ter  a  long  chaee,  he  toc^k 
a  second^  of  iuf^rior  1t»ree  ii-Jexvl  to  the  first,  but  little  lt->s 
importaot  in  a  nativiuil  p^jiat  of  view,  a?  it  had  dor»e  much 
iiu^*bi«ff  to  tb^?  cotucD^MW  of  the  allied  pouus,  and  was 
etitt^sijusid  ooe  of  tb«  b«>t  siiHiig  ves^ls  that  ever  put  to  f-ea. 
On  th»*  31  <t  of  August  foUowip^,  he  took  a  third,  moontinsj 
l^^  t>:":v  d^uus.     Tbe  ea^>tain  of  thi?  vei-sel  being  a  man 

i}t  Lua&s  djiring  spirit,  aiid  Livin*^  a  chosen  and  riiimerou? 
en?w  to  5upp«.^rt  him.  did  not  surrtnder  till  at'ti  r  a  de<j^r;A:t 
iiv.'iioD,  in  w  bich  hn  hdkd  lUirt^  of  his  men  Laiied,  and  twenty* 
h^e  wounded. 

The  Wevmouta  be:r^  emploved.  for  ?oTne  months,  in 
cvn.'vuying  the  tit^ts  to  atid  fn-m  Ireland,  \sc  rind  nothinif 
iiiterestiuic  till  Mjlv  durii'^:  which  month  he  e*a  lurti 

two  privateers,  one  ct"  rourtcen.  the  other  of  ^iixtt-en  guns. 
On  the  U'th  of  July  k^^  fell  in  with  another  lar,^t,  privateer 
helot: ^'ir,'  to  S:,  >JaI<.^,  pierced  for  forty-tight  Lmn>, 
thoajh  t:.ivi!v^  ^ .  .Y  :rJ.rty.six  on  K.^.  i.  Being  of  I^irger 
dimensions  thati  the  Wevmouth  herself,  and  the  French 
C\)iiimai3der  a  u^au  of  natural  gallantry,  a  spirited  contest 
ensued.  The  eaeniT  havine  lost  all  thv  r  ula^t^  and  a  c»>n-. 
siderable  number  of  their  men,  were  at  length  compelivd  to 
iurrendtT.    lloiutur,  to  the  brave! 

In  November  he  captured  a  large  private  ship  of  %^ar, 
•which  had  been  lent  hr  the  king  to  the  merchants,  arid, 
when  in  the  service  of  tLe  former,  had  mounted  forty  iri^n*, 
but  when  ca^}tured  had  only  twenty-four,  lie  continued 
dui  k;  the  whole  of  this  vear  on  the  same  kind  of  scrvicv; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  December  engaged  and  captured  & 
French  ship  of  war,  called  the  Fougueux,  pierced  for  sixty 
and  mounting  fortj-etght  gtms^  w  hich,  sinking  on  a  roc* 
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during  the  enLragement,  sunk  soon  afterwards.  Having 
m  the  interval  captured  several  merchant  vessels  ot  small 
Dote,  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month  ho  fell  in  with  a 
French  ship  of  war,  mounting  fifty  guns,  ^vliit  h  he  engaged, 
Md  would  have  taken,  hut  that  some  cartridges  taking 
fc«  OD  hoard  the  Wejmoath^  blew  up  the  round  house, 
and  disahled  many  of  the  men  upon  the  quarter-deck. 
During  the  confnsion,  the  enemy  edged  away.  He  was 
•ftflrwarda  made  captain  of  the  LennoXt  one  of  the  ships 
sent  under  Sir  George  Rooke,  on  the  eipedttion  against 
Gadia;  in  whioh  attadc,  he  bore  a  gpreater  part  than  any 
other  naral  commanderj  being  ordered  to  cannonade  St. 
Catharine's  fort,  and  coTer  the  landing^  of  the  troops;  a 
Mrvioe  be  completely  ezeented,  and  with  the  most  spi- 
rited address.  In  the  following  year  he  accompanied  Sir 
Gkmdetley  Shoreli  to  the  Me£terranean,  and  came  bade 
to  England  in  the  month  of  December;  and,  in  the  year 
folkimng  that,  still  keeping  the  command  of  the  Lennox, 
hpin  retnmed  to  the  Heditemnean  with  tiie  fleet  under  Sir 
Qeorge  Rooke. 

The  brilliant  success  which  crowned  tins  expedition  is 
well  known;  and  in  every  operation  the  brafSfJ  of  Jumper 
was  singularly  con^icuous.  After  being  instrumental 
in  the  reduction  of  Gibraltar,  he  signalized  hhnself  no 
le«?  remarkably  at  the  battle  off  Malaga,  having  engaged 
iihd  driven  three  of  the  enemy's  ships  out  of  the  line.  He 
was  dancreroiisly  wwmnded  in  this  encounter;  but  was  not 
prevented  l>y  that  act  ident  from  continuing  in  the  service: 
nor  does  it  even  appear  that  he  quitted  his  ship.  Soon 
kimr  his  return  to  England  he  received  the  honour  ol  knight- 
hood. 

in  1706,  and  again  in  1707,  he  continued  to  be  employed 
on  the  Lisbon  station.  Returning  from  the  Straits  with 
Sir  Cloudeslev  Shovel,  at  the  end  of  the  latter  year,  he  was 
detached,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  October,  for  Fal- 
mouth,  where  he  arrived  in  safety.  He  never  went  to  sea 
after  this  time;  but  was  made  superintendant  of  the  ships  at 
Chi^ham,  and  had  a  handsome  pension  granted  him.  In 
the  year  1714  he  was  appointed  commissioner  of  the  navy 
St  Plymouth;  hut  did  not  long  eigoy  his  new  office.  He 
died  in  the  following  year* 
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llth,  172T,  and  died  2.jth  October.   1760»  havinvr  thus 
rei'zned  thirty-three  vctix--.     George  W3j&  a  brave  and  able 
Soi'lier,  bat  no  sailor.      His  manners  were  abrupt,  and 
IMH  verj  retineti,  bu;         temper  a.^.  i   ^x^pO!>iti»jns  ^v-^  i; 
and,  npf>n  the  whole,  he  was  a  respectable  kin^.    Like  most 
of  the  Hanoverian  tamilv,  he  was  on  bad  terms  with  hia 
father;  and  this  gmre  rue  to  aa  ojam^m^  iacident  thoa 
reUted  by  Sir  Nathanid  Wraxall: — >•*  When  George  L  dkd 
foddenlj  at  Osnabargh,  the  cabinet  sent  the  doJi^c  of  Dorset 
to  Kew,  to  coDdoct  the  new  king  to  London.    While  the 
duke  was  gettinsr  readj,  1^  dacbeaa  went  on  and  informed 
the  princess  of  Wales  of  her  aeecMHi  to  tibe  throne.  €reofge 
bad,  according  to  liii  emton,  goM  to  bed  after  dinner,  aM 
hit  wife  wm  Binid  to  £rtvrb  lini«   At  length,  taking  off 
Imt  thiMi,  iho  adTaMffdalowlj  np  to  tbe  bed  sde,  the  dodiess 
maoRDg  at  the  thrahold«   As  eoott  ee  ihm  prinee«  cne 
near  the  bed^aToiee  from  voder  the  aothei  cried  oet  m 
Oermaa,«*  Wat »  dear     I  em  eoMi       answered  ibe^ 
^to  moDooDce  to  joa  the  death  ofthekbg,  wUeh  hos  tehs 
pUot in  Qermanj.**  "Thetis mdeaned fit^Tw  daawsd 
triek  of  mj  felher,**  retonied  the  prince^   I  do  aot  hsfiste 
one  word  of  it» 

Duriog  this  r^igoy  no  wars  of  general  inportonee  were 
engaged  in.   In  the  earlier  part  of  tlie  reign  the  peaesfai. 
aod  pmdeot  policy  of  Sir  Bobert  Walpole  prerailed;  bait 
Id  17309  repeated  instdts  00  the  part  of  Spaiiit  and  som 
umsoeisary  part  j  heats  at  hooMp  rendersd  a  dedaralioa  ef 
hostilities  agaiost  that  DOwer  vnaToidablo.    Fraaee  pre- 
teoded  a  nevUraUtj,  bat  her  secret  hostility  beeooiing  am* 
reoty  war  was  declared  agaiost  that  kiDgdom  dio  in  1741. 
This  war  Usted  till  ll4Sp  when  it  was  tenunatad  by  the 
treaty  of  Aiz  la  ChapeUe.   Of  this  period  we  hare  now  la 
notios  Uie  principal  nsTal  transactions.    For  some  time 
before  the  declaration  of  war»  hostiUties  had  been  hot  ili  £s- 
gntsed,  aod  the  opponents  of  the  ministrv  were  continnaify 
tannting  thorn  witn  a  want  of  oottrage  ana  condoet.  Amow 
otbm»  admiral  Vernon  was  kmd  in  his  rsproaohesy  sba 
bosi^  in  his  plaoe  in  Parliament^  that  with  sis  ships  ha 
ooold  take  the  Bpaoish  settlement  of  PortobeUo.    He  had 
formerly  commanded  a  fleet  on  the  Jamaica  station,  aod  waa 
therefore  supposed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  those  ssaa. 
Hit  offer  was  echoed  by  the  memliers  in  the  oppontioD,  the 
whole  nation  resonodled  hu  praiss^  and  Um  sh^  wsra 
^laeed  at  his  command. 
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Vernon  arriired  at  Port  Bo^al,  Jamaica,  on  the  2dd  of 
October.  He  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  Diamond  man* 
of-wir  standing  into  the  harbour  with  two  Spanish  vessels 
in  toWf  one  of  which  was  a  register  ship  with  one  hundred 
and  twentj  thoosand  pieces  of  c  ight,  and  clothing  for  six 
thousand  men,  on  board.  He  sailed  from  Jamaica  on  the 
5th  of  NoTember  with  six  ships  of  wwt,  Hanng  met  with 
eoptrarf  winds,  ho  did  not  come  in  sight  of  Portobdlo  till 
the  20in,  in  the  evening.  On  the  21st9  in  the  momingi  he 
vagbed  and  plied  to  windward  in  line  of  battle.  Orders 
hd  been  given  for  a  general  attaeki  bnt  the  wind  coming 
to  the  OMtward,  the  admhnl  was  obliged  to  oonfine  bis  attack 
to  Ae  Iron  Fort»  close  to  which  the  squadron  was  piloted 
by  captun  Rentone.  When  the  Hampton  Ooorti  captain 
Walion,  came  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  fort,  she  was 
btcalmed  by  the  high  land  to  windward,  and,  before  she 
could  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  was  exposed  to  a  smart  tire 
from  the  enemy.  But  as  soon  as  she  was  in  a  situation  to 
I'.turri  the  salute,  she  seemed  in  a  moment  a  cloud  of  perpe- 
tual thunder.  In  the  space  of  twenty-five  minutes  she  is 
said  to  have  fired  four  hundred  balls.  The  Norwich,  cap- 
tain Herbert,  and  the  Worcester,  captain  Main,  were  not 
lone  before  they  came  up.  These  wore  followed  by  the 
Burfurd,  on  board  of  which  was  the  admiral,  who,  perceiv- 
ing that  the  Spaniards  began  to  fly  from  several  parts  of  the 
fort,  made  a  signal  for  landinsf .  Meanwhile,  he  luffed  up  ;ls 
near  the  fort  as  possible,  and,  by  means  of  his  small  arms, 
drove  the  garrison  from  the  lower  part  nf  the  batterv.  As 
the  boats  full  of  sailors  and  marines  })asse(l  the  admiral,  he 
called  to  them  to  land  immediately  under  the  walls  of  the 
fort,  though  there  was  no  breach  made.  The  sailors  were 
no  sooner  on  shore  than  they  scaled  the  wall,  and,  pulling 
up  the  soldiers  aflfcer  them,  struck  the  SpaoiBh  ooloura  in  the 
lower  hatterjy  and  hoisted  an  English  enaign.  This  was 
no  sooner  percmved  by  the  ^rrison  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
fcrt,  than  they  hoiBted  a  white  flag,  and  surrendered  at  die* 
eretion.  The  garrison  of  this  fort  consisted  of  three  hun* 
dred  men,  out  of  which  there  remained  afire  only  thirty-fire 
priratos  and  fire  officers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d|  the  admiral  called  a  council 
of  war,  and,  it  heing  thought  not  adTisable  to  attadc  the 
Oloria  castle  br  day,  orders  were  given  for  warping  the 
ihipc  op  the  following  ni^ht.  This  ctronmqpection  prored 
mieoeiwry.   The  Spaniards  hoisted  a  white  flag,  and  im« 
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mediately  sent  a  hoaX  with  a  flag  of  truce,  accepted  the  terms 
offered,  and  the  British  troops  took  immediate  possession  of  . 
the  Gloria  and  St.  Jeronimo  forts. 

The  taking  of  Portobeilo,  while  it  did  honour  to  the 
British  navy,  reflected  at  the  same  time  no  inconsiderable 
degree  of  praise  on  the  English  ministry.  There  was  an 
evident  propriety  in  punishing  the  insolence  of  the  Spaniards 
in  the  offending  Port.  Portobeilo  was  an  asylum  for  the 
guarda-costas,  two  of  which  were  found  in  the  harbour,  and 
carried  off  by  the  admiral.  But  this  was  not  the  only  ser- 
vice he  rendered  to  his  country  in  the  destruction  of  Por- 
tobeilo. His  success  enabled  him  to  extend  his  influence  to 
Panama,  where  some  of  the  factors  and  servants  of  the 
South  Sea  Company  were  confiued.  He  wrote  to  the  presi- 
dent of  that  place  in  the  language  of  a  conqueror,  and  the 
factors  and  servants  were  immediately  sent  to  Portobeilo. 

On  the  news  of  this  expedition,  the  whole  nation  became 
frantic  with  joy.  Congratulatory  addresses  were  presented 
by  parliament,  by  the  cities  of  London,  Bristol,  and  others. 
The  commons  granted  every  demand  of  the  crown.  They 
voted  twenty-eight  thousand  land  forces,  besides  six  thoQS- 
and  marines;  they  provided  for  a  powerful  navy,  and  several 
men  of  war  were  added  to  those  already  in  commission. 

Admiral  Vernon  continued  at  Port-Uoyal  till  the  25th 
of  February,  1740,  on  which  day  he  sailed  for  Carthagena, 
which  he  bombarded,  at  intervals,  during  three  days,  with 
no  other  effect  than  that  of  terrifying  the  inhabitants,  and 
iniuring  some  of  their  churches  and  convents.  On  the  ickh  of 
March  the  squadron  weighed  anchor,  and  sailed  in  line  of  battle 
westward  along  the  coast.  The  admiral  having  ordered  the 
Windsor  and  the  Greenwich  to  cruise  off  Carthagena,  pro- 
ceeded with  the  rest  of  his  fleet  to  Portobeilo,  in  order  to 
repair  the  damages  sustained  by  the  small  craft  in  the  late 
bombardment.  This  business  being  completed,  and  the 
fleet  watered  in  about  eight  days,  he  sailed  on  the  22d,  and 
steering  southwest  along  shore,  entered  the  river  Chegre, 
which  IS  but  a  few  leagues  distant  from  Portobeilo.  At 
the  mouth  of  this  river  there  was  a  castle  or  fort,  called  St. 
Lorenzo,  under  whose  protection  the  guarda-costas  used  to 
ride  secure.  The  only  two  of  these  which  now  remained  on 
the  coiist,  were  at  this  time  in  the  river.  The  admiral,  in 
goinfir  in,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  retarded  by  an  accident 
which  happened  to  his  fore-topsail-yard.  He  was  on  board 
the  Stafford.   This  accident  obliged  him  to  make  a  signal  for 
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the  Xorwicli  tu  sail  io  before  him,  the  bomb-ketches, 
fire-ships, and  tenders.  The  Norwich  was  then  commanded 
h\  captain  Herbert,  an«l  tliu  ketches  were  cmulucted  by  cap« 
tain  I\  ii«  >^\  !•  who  came  to  an  aiicin-r  iit  three  iu  the  after- 
aooD,  an  l  Ix  L^m  to  bombard  the  i'ovt  that  evening.  The 
ca^le  luounied  rnly  eleven  brass  cannon,  and  as  many 
patereroes.  Nevertheless  it  sustained  a  furious  boiiibara- 
m^ot,  and  a  continued  canonade  from  three  of  the  largest 
ships  in  the  fleet,  till  the  muriung  of  the  24tb,  when  the 
garrison  surrendered. 

In  tliis  jear  t  he  celebrated  Anson  began  his  voyage  to  the 
touth  seas.  He  swled  from  St.  Helen's,  on  the  18th  of 
September,  wiili  five  men-of-wjir.  About  two  months  after, 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  sailed  for  the  West  Indies  with  twenty- 
one  ships  of  the  line,  and  a  considerable  bo<ly  of  land  forces, 
commanded  bv  lord  Cathcart.  This  formidable  fleet,  which 
coDiti^ted  of  a  hundred  and  seveiity  sail,  had  scarcely  taken 
its  dc^  ai  turu  iruui  the  Land's-end,  before  it  was  scattered 
Mid  dispersed  by  a  violunt  tempest.  The  adiiiiral  neverthe- 
less pursued  his  voyage,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  neutral 
island  of  Dominica,  in  order  to  take  in  wood  and  water. 
In  this  island  the  expedition  sustained  an  irreparable  loss  in 
the  death  of  lord  Cathcart,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer. 
The  command  of  the  land  forces  now  devolved  upon 
general  Went  worth,  an  officer  of  no  experience,  and  of 
■loderate  abilities.  The  admiral,  in  his  voyage  from  Domi- 
siea  to  Jamacia,  sailing  near  the  island  of  Hi.spaniola,  dis- 
mered  four  large  ships  of  war.  He  made  the  signal  iur 
in  equal  number  of  his  squadron  to  give  them  chase.  The 
dttse  refused  to  bring  to,  and^  lord  Augustus  Fitzroy,  who 
conmanded  the  English  detachment,  gave  one  of  them  a 
broadside,  and  an  engagement  ensued,  which  oootiniied  dur- 
ing part  of  the  night.  In  the  morning  ther  hoisted  Freooh 
colOQr%  and  conseqa«itly  the  firing  oeaied^  there  hdng  at 
thn  time  no  dedaratioo  of  war  between  the  two  nations. 
The  eonnMuiders  anologiied  to  each  other  for  the  mistake 
ttd^arted»  bnt  witn  loss  of  men  on  both  rides. 

Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  anriTed  off  Jamaica  in  Jannarj,  1741, 
where  he  knned  aSmiral  Vernoo,  who  now  commanded  a 
fat  of  thutr  flUpe  of  tiie  linCt  with  a  considerable  nnmher 
^  fl%aleiy  homb-ketehes  and  fire-shipe.  The  number  of 
Mimen  was  about  fifteen  thousand,  and  that  of  the  land 
btem  at  least  twelve  thouand,  iodii^og  four  hattalions 
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raised  in  America,  and  five  hundred  ncLrrr^rs  from  Jarraica. 
This  formif^ahle  armnment,  was  certainly  equal  to  any 
attempt  against  the  Spanish  settlements.  Their  treasure 
inighi  have  been  intercepted,  and  their  colonie*!  easily 
dnoed.  But  the  complete  humiliatioD  of  Spain  was  pr^ 
veuted  bj  the  ooneurreDoe  of  a  varietj  of  circumstaDces. 
yemon*8  usnil  promptitude  and  vigour  ae«m  to  have  failed 
him— the  commander  of  the  land  forces  waa  imeqnal  to  bis 
datiesi  and  the  expedition  turned  out  a  disgraceful  Inhize. 

In  lome  farther  attempts  made  conjoinlij  by  VerDon  aod 
Wentworth,  ther  wero  far  from  heing  simewb],  the  dii* 
cord  between  tnem  marring  all  their  projects.  Itnedd 
teem  that  Uie  admiral  was  overbearing  and  the  fomd 
uMAnable.  In  the  meantime^  the  transactions  nndertain 
in  Eorope  were  not  of  great  importance^  and  enchsitliqr 
were,  not  socoessfully  condnoted. 

On  the  oommenoement  of  the  war  with  VmcBf  vnA 
was  expected  from  odt  Mediterranean  fleet,  under  the  eon* 
mand  of  admiral  Mathews. 

The  French  and  Spanish  fleet,  in  the  harbour  of  TsobSt 
consisted  of  twenty-eight  sail  of  the  line  and  six  Ingstes; 
that  of  England  of  twenty-eight  ships  of  the  line,  ten  frigatn, 
and  two  fire-ships,  all  moored  in  the  Bay  of  iiieres.  Thi 
numher  of  g'uns  in  the  united  fleet  was  one  thou^ar  d  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  ;iiul  of  men  sixteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred; the  guns  on  l  oard  tlio  British  fleet  were  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety,  and  the  numher  of  men  fifteen 
thousand.  But  the  numher  of  ships  of  the  line  wa^  eqoalf 
and  these  were  equally  manned.  However,  on  a  eompara- 
tire  view  of  the  whole  force  of  each  squadron,  there  wa.^ 
an  evident  superiority  in  favour  of  the  Entj^lish,  in  justice 
to  whom,  we  must,  neverthelos;?,  reinemlfrr,  tliat  havirir 
been  lon^-  at  sea,  their  slji|is  were  foul,  whilst  those  of 
enemy  were  clean,  and  in  fine  sailing*  condition. 

The  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  no  longer  able  to  sup- 
port the  disgrace  of  having  their  fleets  blocked  up  in  the 
narhoor  of  Toulon,  sent  positive  orders  for  them  to  proceed 
to  sea.  On  the  8th  of  February  they  were  perceived  to  be 
under  sail,  the  French  admiral,  de  Court,  hating  hoiUfid 
his  flag  on  board  the  Terrible.  Admiral  Mathews  irome- 
diatdy  made  a  signal  for  unmooring,  and  the  British  M 
got  under  weigh  on  the  9th.  During  this  and  the  follow- 
ing ^^7»  tlMse  two  fleets  continned  manmnTring  in  ogbi 
each  other,  apparentlj  endeaTonring  to  gain  m  adrsotsgi  | 
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ofatMftkni.  It  was  Tcrj  efidaBi  tlMt  the  Frmk  admiral 
kad  M  groat  ioclination  to  fight,  aad  hk  Mm  sailed  lo  well» 
that  lie  might  easily  have  escaped;  but  the  6|iaQiard8»  either 
ftom  want  of  sldlly  or  want  of  haodsi  prooeeded  ae  tardilj, 
that  tl  was  iiD|KMsible  to  brioff  them  off. 

On  the  lltOf  at  break  of  daj,  the  two  fleets  were  at  a 
greater  distanee  thao  oo  the  preoediinc  day,  and  admiral 
liatliewe  had  the  mortificatioD  to  find  admiral  Lesiock*s 
diTiaioii  eoottderaUj  astera«    fie  now  imagined  that  de 
Coart*s  ioteotion  was  to  draw  him  towards  the  Straits,  ia 
espoctatm  of  a  veinforoemeat  from  Brest.    He  therefore 
determined  to  eog^age  the  eoemy  as  soon  as  possible,  not- 
withatandiog  the  irregolariW  of  his  lilies  his  vaa  and  rear 
hctog  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  centre.  Accordingly, 
at  ]iaif«^ast  eleven,  admiral  Mathews  made  the  signal  to 
cagago;.  which  sigiial  Lestodc  did  not  rep^t.   Indeed  ho 
wae^  at  this  time,      far  astern,  that  he  had  no  enemj  to 
eegaga^    Admiral  Mathews» with  thecentre  of  thv  Knglisb, 
was  oppomte  to  the  enemy's  rear,  consistiDg  of  the  Spanish 
aqjaadfon;  aad  rear^miral  Bowlej,  who  commaoded  the 
Tan,  was  abreast  of  the  enemy's  centre.    Thus  were  the 
two  fleets  sitaaled,  %v]iL  n  admiral  Mathews  hoisted  the  signal 
ibr  engaging.    Himself  in  the  Namnr,  aad  captain  Corn- 
wall, in  the  >Iarll>orough,  bore  down  npon  the  Spanish 
admiral  and  the  Isabella,  and  began  the  attack  about  half« 
fast  one  o'clock.   About  two  oclodc,  rear^ad nil ral  Howlejf 
m  the  Barileur,  and  captain  Osborne,  in  the  Garoliae^  came 
up  with  the  French  admiral  and  the  Fenne,  and  engaged 
them  some  time.    The  braTO  captain  Cornwall  lost  I  oth  his 
kgs  by  one  shot,  and  was  aflterwards  killed  by  the  fall  of  a 
mast*    The  Norfolk  obliged  the  Ooastant  to  quit  the  line. 
Meanwhile  the  Priiioessa  and  Somerset  were  disabled  by 
the  Foder,  but  she  being  aAerwards  engaged  by  captain 
Hawke,  in  the  Berwick,  was  dismasted  and  obliged  to  strike. 

Thw  irraralar  aad  partial  conflict  continued  till  night, 
when  the  Aench  admiral,  having  colloeted  his  seattmd 
fleet,  k>re  away.  The  British  fleet  pwnaed  them  all  the 
oext  day ;  but  on  the  13thp  though  toey  were  yet  in  sight, 
admiral  liathews,  being  apprehensive  that  they  iotandea  to 
teoy  him  froBi  the  coast  or  Italy,  made  a  signal  to  discon« 
tioae  the  chase.  The  French  squadron  pat  into  Alicunt 
00  the  16tb,  and  the  Spaniards  into  Oarthageaaon  the  day 
ioUowiog.  The  Britisn  fleet  having  qpent  several  days  to 
10  parpoee^  ia  looioiig  oat  for  the  enemj^aad  aftsrwanla  ia 
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vainly  attempting'  to  regain  their  former  station  (jff  Toulon, 
were  at  length  obligei],  bv  coDtrar^  wiods^  to  bear  awajfor 

the  Islaihl  <^t'  Min(>rca. 

Thus  ende<l,  cbietiy  in  smoke,  this  battle,  which  seetned 
to  threaten  a  tremendous  contlict ;  and  which,  from  the 
nuperiority  of  tlie  British  fleet,  might  to  have  anriiiiilated  tie 
naval  power  of  France  and  bpain.  Arlmiral  Mathews  was 
so  dissatisfied  with  Lestock's  conduct,  that  he  suspentled 
him  from  his  command,  and  sent  him  to  England.  That 
Lestock  did  not  tight,  is  most  certain.  He  said  in  hi>  de- 
fence,  that  he  coida  not  have  migaged  without  hreakioe  the 
line,  which  he  Wis  not  anthorited  to  do,  because,  though  the 
signal  for  engaging  was  made,  jet  that  for  the  line  of  battle 
WAS  stiU  abroad.  That  Mathews  might  be  gniltj  inat- 
tention in  this  particolaTy  wtthont  any  impeachment  of  his 
abilities  as  a  naval  commander,  may  surely  be  admiltedb 
when  we  consider  him  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy,  aad 
preparing  to  engaop;  but  it  was  a  feeble  excuse  for  dsoiiB- 
ing  an  attaolL  Tne  misfortune  originated  in  a  misimdff- 
standing  between  Mathews  andLestod^;  the  latter  of  when 
sacrificed  Ms  own  r^utation,  to  the  hope  of  mining  tbs 
former.  In  that  hope  he  was  but  too  successful;  for,  bj 
the  sentence  of  a  court-martial  in  England,  admiml  Mathm 
was  dismissed,  and  rendered  incapable  of  serving  the  Idiig; 
Lestock  was  acquitted.  The  people  of  England  were^  bo«« 
ever,  of  a  very  different  opinion  from  the  court,  and  posleritj 
will  do  justice  to  both  commanders.  Mathews  was,  doobt- 
less,  a  Drave  and  an  honest  man;  Lestock  was  an  artful, 
vindictive  disciplinarian.  Whether  he  was  really  a  coward, 
cannot  be  positively  determined  ;  but  if  he  was  nut  de^cieot 
in  courage,  he  apparently  wanted  both  honr>ur  and  honesty. 
As  second  in  command,  he  had  no  business  w  ith  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  orders.  The  last  order  or  sismal, 
supersedes  all  the  preceding  signals,  and  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately  obeyed,  regardless  of  any  apparent  impropriety  or 
absurdity.  The  signal  for  the  line  of  battle  being  abn^ad* 
when  that  for  engaging  was  hoisted,  was  a  pititul  excuse 
for  not  fighting.  Lestock  evidently  saw  that  the  enemy  was 
in  our  power,  and  though  the  admiral  s  signals  might  5eei!i 
somewhat  inconsistent,  his  intentions  were  not  equivocal. 
Mathews  might  want  head;  Lestock  certainly  wanted  betn. 
The  one  might  dcMMrre  censure;  the  other  ought  to  have 
been  shot. 

Nothiog  deserving  of  particttlar  notice  occurred  till  1747, 
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when  the  French  formevl  a.  doi^n  against  our  East  India 
5ettlerneTits,  and,  for  this  purpuse,  a  considerable  armament 
was  prt^-pared  at  Brest. 

The  Bniiish  ministry  sent  a  powerful  fleet  to  the  coast 
of  Fra-noe,  comtnamled  by  vice-admiral  Anson.     He  sailed 
from  i*lv mouth  mi  the  9th  of  April,  and,  cruizing  off  Cape 
Finisterre,  oxi  tlu^  3  1  uf  May,  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet, 
conbisting  of  thiriy-eight  sail,  nine  of  which  shortened  sail, 
and  prepared  to  engage,  whilst  the  rest  bure  awav  with  all 
the  sail  tiiey  coold  make.    Adrnir;il  Anson  first  /ormed  his 
5-:iuadroii  in  line  of  battle;  but,  ptTceiving  the  enemy  begin 
to  sheer  off,  he  made  a  signal  for  his  whole  fleet  to      e  chase, 
and  engage  promiscuously.     The  Centurion  cumo  up  with 
the  sternmost  ship  of  the  enemy  about  four  in  the  at'ternoon. 
She  was  followed  by  the  Namur,  Defiance,  and  Windsor, 
who  were  soon  warmly  engaged  with  five  of  the  French 
squadron .    The  Centurion  had  her  main-top-mast  shot  away 
kiLtly  in  the  action,  which  obliged  her  to  drop  astern ;  but 
she  was  soon  repaired.    The  oattle  now  became  general, 
and  the  French  maintuned  this  very  unequal  conflict  with 
great  spirit  and  gallantry,  till  about  seven  in  the  evening, 
when  the  whole  fleet  strode  their  colours.    The  Diamant 
was  the  last  French  ship  that  submitted,  afler  fighting  the 
Bristol  near  three  hours.    Id  justice  to  otir  enemy,  it  is 
necessary  to  rememher,  that  the  squadron  commanded  by 
admiral  Anson  consisted  of  fourteen  ships  of  the  line,  a 
frigate,  a  sloop,  and  a  fire-slnp,  with  922  guns,  and  62C0 
men  on  board;  and  that  the  Freocli  admiral  had  no  more 
than  five  line-of-hattb  ships,  and  as  many  frigates,  442 
guns,  and  3171  men.   Adminl  Ansoo,  in  the  mean  time, 
detached  the  Monmonth,  the  Tannoathyand  the  Nottingham, 
in  pursuit  (ff  the  conToy,  and  they  returned  with  the  Vigilant 
and  Kodeete,  both  of  twentj*two  guns,  the  rest  baring  made 
their  escape.   Bat  though  we  aefaiowledge  the  great  supe* 
riority  of  the  British  squadnm^  it  is  necessary  to  state^  tBal 
DO  more  than  eight  English  ships  were  engaged,  OnUm 
Qrenville,  of  theDefianoi^  aTerrgallam  ottcer,  loft  httKfe 
in  this  engagement.    Our  Dwnmar  of  killed  and  woniideil 
amounted  to  fire  hnndred  and  twentyi  that  of  theenemj  to 
seven  hnndred.    Ci4>taiQ  Boeoaweo  waa  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  bj  a  mniket  ball.    De  la  Jonqnieroi  the  French 
admirslt  waa  also  wounded  in  the  same  part;  one  French 
Optra  waa  Ulled,  and  another  lost  a  leg. 

Adoural  Amai^  returned  to  Bogiand,  and  brought  the 
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captive  sijuadroii  safe  tri  an  anch'»r  at  Spithead.    He  set  out 
immediately  for  LoTi<i(H),  wheru  he  was  graciously  receiTed 
by  the  kiiie,  and  alu  i  u  urds  created  a  |>eer,     Ucai -iiJuui 
Warren  \n  as  m^dv  koightof  the  I'atli.     Therooney  taken oo 
board  uf  tho  l'i'(^nch  fleet  was  lu  on  j'lit  throug-h  tlie  cilj  of 
Liond'-n,  in  tweotv  waggon^,  and  loug-ed  in  the  bank.  I 
Al)<>ut  the  middle  of  April,  c  aptain  Fox  in  the  Kent,  vnth  ' 
the  Hampton  Court,  tho  Eagle,  the  Lion,  the  Chester  ani 
the  Heetor,  with  two  fire.ship«,  mailed  on  a  cruise,  desicri.Qg 
to  intercept  a  fleet  of  St.  Doniinco  merchantmen,  uuderlbt^ 
convoy  of  four  French  men-f)f-\var.  Aft^  r  <  r  aisin a  month 
between  Ushant  and  Cape  Finisterre^  captain  Fox  feii  in 
with  this  French  fle^  of  170  sail.    They  were  immediatelj 
deserted  by  tbeir  men-of-war^  and  fortjr-duL  of  tbon  wm% 
taken. 

The  Britidi  auDietxyt  having  received  intellicrenoe  that 
mne  French  men-of-war  of  the  line  had  sailed  from  Brest, 
in  order  to  ooDToy  a  large  fleet  of  merchantnien  to  the  Wtft 
Indiei,  ordered  rear-admiral  Uawke,  with  fourteen  men-of- 
war,  to  sail  immediately  in  qaest  of  them.  The  adroini, 
with  the  fleet  under  his  command^  left  Plynoiilh  on  the  8lh 
of  Augu  St.  The  Fremdi  fleet,  with  two  noadred  and  fifty, 
two  merchant  Tessebt  sailed  fnim  the  Ide  of  Aix  on  Ihe^ 
of  October,  and  on  the  14th  they  had  the  misfortone  te  flA 
inwiththeBritiflhaaiiedron.  Aaaoon  as  the  French  adwial 
became  aensiUe  of  nis  aitoation,  he  made  a  aignal  fer  Ik 
trade  to  meJce  the  beit  of  their  way  with  the  Content  aai 
frigalee,  and  for  the  reet  of  his  squadron  to  prepare  Ar 
battle.  Admiral  Hawke  first  made  a  signal  to  form  tk 
line;  but  finding  the  French  begin  to  sheer  off,  he  ordered 
bib  whole  fleet  to  give  chase,  and  en[:aL:e  as  tliL  V  came  up 
with  the  enemv.  The  Lion  and  the  L  nusa  hetran  the  eoD- 
flict  about  noon;  and  were  soon  iollowed  hv  the  Tilburv, 
the  Eagle,  the  Yarmoutl),  the  Windsor,  and  the  Devoiiaiiirt}  i 
ifvhich  snips  shared  the  danger  and  gloiy  of  the  day.  i 

About  four  o'clock,  four  of  the  French  squadron  struck, 
viz.,  Le  Neptune,  Le  Monarqne,  Le  Fougueux,  ni^d  ihs 
Severn;  at  five,  Le  Trident  followed  their  example,  imd 
Terrible  surren<  It  red  about  seven.    Be  it  ,  however,  renjem- 
bered,  to  the  credit  of  their  se\'eral  coinniantler?,  that  tWj  j 
maintained  this  unequal  contlict  with  great  spirit  and  resolo-  i 
tion,  and  that  they  did  not  submit  until  they  were  entirely 
disai)led.    Their  nnmber  of  killed  and  wounded  was  about 
eight  hu  ndredy  and  of  prisoneia  tbee  thooaand  three  htmdcsd 
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tmomr  tlw  slahif  and  their  comman^ler-in-chief  waa  wmhhM 
it  tiM  Imt  and  in  the  shoolder.  The  English  had  one  hon- 
di«d  mna  Mj^fcfar  killad,  and  five  hundred  and  fiflj*€iglil 
womded.  uaptaiA  Saumaftiy  of  the  Xottinghara,  was 
imninr  the  former.  We  km  aa  other  oti&e^  ot  distinction. 
On  tlie  last  da/  of  October,  admiral  Hawiw  btoogfat  theso 
n  French  mon-of-war  to  ForCnovlli  in  trhniph,  and,  im 
wmmmwd  for  his  serriooi^  wna  toon  after  haeonrgd  witk  ti^ 
«rdffr  of  the  bath. 

Thai  was  the  last  naval  action  of  iM|>ortance  previoualj  to 
tfie  g^eneral  p^ce,  whieh  was  fiaaUjeoocladed  in  the  mooCll 
of  Ootober,  1748.  The  whole  nnmber  of  veneb  taken  from 
tha  Bpaobrde  anoethe  coromencement  of  the  war,  amomted 
to  one  thonaand  two  hoodred  and  fortj-nine;  from  the 
FnoAf  to  two  thoniand  one  hondred  and  eigfalj^re;  io  all^ 
tbtw  thousand  four  hnndred  and  thirtj-four.    The  entire 


ftnd  thirt  j-eight  ships. 

It  is  Iwdlj  practkable  to  gire  the  memoirs  of  oar  naval 
iMToea  in  eonnection  with  one  partkolar  rajgn,  as  the  actkne 
of  moot  of  them  extended  orer  anmch  longer  period  of  time, 
la  oonelii^i^  this  section,  we  ean  do  little  more  than 
MRnnenlo  some  disliognished  naval  officers,  connected  with 
the  tianaarfinm  of  the  period  doeed  by  the  pcaee  of  Ais  k 
Chapelle. 

Sir  Charles  Wager  was  of  obscure  origin.  He  h  first 
nentaoiied  as  being  appointed  a  captain,  in  l(jii2.  B  y  pprse- 
Tving  good  conduct  and  hraverj,  he  raised  himself  to  the 
rrirl:  .  f  arliniral;  was  first  lord  of  the  admiraHj  in  1738,  and 
died  in  hi  "J  77th  vpar,  in  1743. 

Of  8ir  Peter"  Wanen,  who  was  M.P.  for  Westminster, 
aad  was  so  popular  among  the  dti2ens  of  London  as  to  be 
^ffr^  lord  mayor,  an  office,  however,  whieh  lie  dc-  lin^  d  to 
ierre;  of  adminl  Wost,  Watson,  m\d  some  others,  our  iimtts 
do  not  admit  of  oar  entering  into  partienlarfi. 

Sir  John  Xorris  was  of  an  Irish  family,  and  was^  highly 
iS^ngm^*^  for  nautical  skill,  as  well  as  for  undaunted 
eeonge.  Afler  sixty  years*  active  service,  he  died  at  an 
admneed  age,  in  1749. 

ADMIKAL  VERNON.— Edward  Vernon  was  the 
descendant  of  an  ancient  Norman  I'amily,  and  was  born  at 
Weotminater,  on  the  12th  of  Novmher,'l6&4.   liis  father 
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who  was  secretary  to  Icing  Wiiiiam  and  que.  n  Manr, 
gave  him  a  ^ood  edueatioo,  intending  to  quakly  him  for 
some  civil  employment;  but  the  youth  wa->  desirous  of  enter- 
ing into  the  sea-service,  and  pursued,  with  aj>{  lication  and 
success,  those  studies  which  were  connected  with  his  inf  pnded 
line  of  profession.  His  first  expedition  at  sea  was  under 
If  ice-admiral  iiopsou,  when  the  French  fleet  and  Spanish 
galleons  were  destroyed  at  Vigo.  In  1702,  he  served  in  an 
expedition  to  the  West  Indies,  oiuler  commodore  Walkers 
and,  in  1704,  oa  board  the  fleet  commaDded  hj  Sir  Qeoipi 
Hookey  which  oonTOjed  the  king  of  SfMin  to  Lisfaoo,  ml 
which  ccoatioii  Vernon  had  the  honour  to  reorire  a  Tain- 
able  ring,  and  a  hundred  vuineas,  from  that  mcotrehi 
own  hand.  He  was  aho  lithe  battle  off  Malaga,  on  the 
18th  of  Aiuniet  the  aame  jet^r. 

In  1706|  he  was  q)pointedto  the  command  of  the  De^faiB 
frigate.  In  thu  vessel  he  was  employed  on  the  Medteia* 
nean  station^  under  Sir  John  Leake*  who  soon  afterwardi 
appointed  him  to  the  Bye,  and  sent  him  to  England  in  As 
month  of  August  following,  with  news  of  the  anrrendg  cf 
Alieant.  He  returned  bskok  to  the  Mediterranean  in  As 
same  ship,  and  continued  there  tiU  the  end  of  the  year  1707t 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Olondedey  Shovel. 

In  ihe  early  part  of  the  year  1708,  captain  Vernon  wii 
appointed  to  the  Jersey,  of  forty-eight  guns,  and  sailed  for 
the  West  Indies,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  company  with  a 
reinforcement  tor  the  squadron  uiukr  Sir  Charles  Waiter, 
who  then  commanded  on  tliat  station.  On  his  arriv^i  «i 
Jamaica,  the  Jersey  was  employed  in  cruising"  against  the 
enemy,  and  captain  W  rnon's  success  was  higlily  lionourable 
to  his  vigilance  and  activity.  He  continued  to  command  the 
Jersey,  and  remained  in  the  West  Indies  till  nearly  the  end 
of  the  war.  In  cruising  to  win<]\vard  of  Jamaica,  he  cap- 
tured a  I'l  ench  ship,  belonging  to  the  port  of  Bre<t,  ^hkh 
carried  thirty  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men;  in«i 
during  the  remainder  of  the  summer,  the  Jersey  comjK)sedooe 
of  the  '^qnadron  under  commodore  Littleton,  which  was  em* 
ployed  in  watching  the  rooveroentsof  the  enemy  atCartbageni. 

The  peace  of  Utrecht,  which  happened  soon  after  this  pt- 
riod,  and  gave  almost  thirty  years  of  repose  to  Europe,  aAer 
the  tranquillity  of  half  the  nations  of  the  civilised  worid  ksd 
been,  for  nearly  an  equal  period,  disturbed  by  the  anibttioa 
of  Louis  XI  V.y  placed  Vernon  for  the  greater  part  of  tlist 
time  in  the  obscurity  of  a  private  situation* 
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Od  the  aocMsioD  of  kin^  George  II. ,  in  1797,  Vernon 
was  clioten  member  of  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Pen- 
17s  In  Cornwall,  and  soon  distinguished  himself  by  his 
q>position  to  the  padfie  adminbtration  of  Sir  Robert  WaU 
pole.  It  has  been  asserted  bT  ■ome  writers,  that  the 
uppiest  era  of  the  ancient  world  was  from  the  battle  of 
AAtiam  to  the  death  of  Augustus ;  and,  in  modern  times, 
the  tame  honourable  distinction  has  been  awarded  to  the 
ptriod  when  Sir  Robert  Walpoie  eonducted  the  affairs  of 
Orait  Britain,  The  general  effects  of  his  administration 
were  fortmrate  for  the  interests  of  humanity;  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  that  he  held  the  reins  of  power, 
Rreooe  was  governed  hj  a  minister  of  a  sinular  diiposition. 
Still  the  measoree  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole*s  administration, 
kwerer  excellent  in  their  consequences,  and  after  a  lapse 
ef  so  many  years  that  we  can  weigh  them  without  hang 
inflQenced  in  our  judgment  by  the  passions,  politics,  or  inte- 
rest of  the  day,  we  must  pronounce  them  to  be  some  of  the 
sonndeiit  efforts  of  enlightened  policy  which  human  ingenu- 
ity has  ever  contrived;  thesti  measures,  we  remark,  were 
strenuously  ()|>poscd  by  men  of  great  political  talents  and 
unhoundtd  powers  of  oratory.  But  the  opposition  of  Pul- 
teney,  Bolingbroke,  and  their  party,  prrcat  though  the  talents 
of  the  leaders,  was  little  more  than  a  struggle  for  the  emolu- 
ments of  office,  exasperated  bv  feelings  of  persona!  animo- 
sity; while  the  opposition  of  Vernon  and  Shippen,  pruceed- 
in;?  from  very  different  causes,  flowed  from  most  disinterested 
motives,  and  was  invariably  directed  against  the  mmisteCf 
lod  not  against  the  man. 

a  speaker  in  the  house  of  commons,  Vernon  was 
one  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  most  formidable  opponents ; 
he  had  no  pretensions,  indeed,  to  what  is  usually  called 
fioqnence^  nor  much  arrangement  in  his  arguments,  but  he 
potsened  a  snfficient  command  of  words,  and  delivered  his 
opinione  with  generous  warmth  and  manly  freedom.  The 
honour  of  England  he  thought  endangered  by  the  padfio 
eoonctls  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  His  opinion,  whien  waa 
alwATs  forciblj  delivered,  iavariably  flowed  from  a  pmna- 
laoa  in  his  own  breast  of  its  reotitnde;  and  this  eonviction, 
whidi  was,  perhaps,  most  apparebt  when  his  judgment  erred, 
ss  at  ludi  times  it  assumed  a  more  prominent  ahape,  wrought 
aore  on  his  hearers,  than  axioms  more  true,  uttered  bj 

a^es  more  eloauent,  could  have  done.  Though  a  warm, 
sometimes  a  mffuse^  orator,  his  meaning  was  always  ob- 
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iFious;  he  n^rer  benrildared  the  house  with  metapfajM&l 

sophistries,  nor  descended  to  hide  his  meaning*  hy  dybious  or 
obscure  allusions.  He  perhaps  spoke  too  ofit  ii  tor  his  repu- 
tation a  parliamentary  debater;  for,  on  occasions  where 
neither  experience  lent  her  aivl,  iiur  the  pursuits  of  hi«  life 
had  been  favourable  to  the  acquisition  of  such  kind  of  know- 
ledge, he  appeared  in  the  foremost  ranki*  of  o[>|U)vit  ;  .n.  This 
does  not  derogate  from  his  character.  What  man  <  4  in»xle- 
rate  uiteliect,  in  the  inferior  walks  of  life,  <l<»os  r.ot  ihiiik 
himself  capable  of  adding"  soinetliiiiir  to  the  kr  - wltdsre  of 
those  who«ie'  lives  have  been  s})eiU  in  the  act|ui5itiun  of  a  par- 
ticular science?  <':i})tain  Vernon  posses^H,  in  an  eminent 
de^ee,  the  virtue  of  frankness,  ami  constantiy  expressed  his 
sentiments  without  reserve,  buch  a  character  must  r.eces- 
sarily  have  had  ^eat  w  eight  in  a  British  house  of  comirions. 
Though  a  copious  speaker,  and  one  who  rarely  wanted 
words  on  a  debate,  he  nerer  seemed  on  any  subject  to  ha¥e 
exhausted  all  that  Ms  mind  could  fondBh  towards  its  elod- 
dation;  but  havbg  Hud  mueli«  and  apparently  all  thitooald 
be  advanced,  he  seemed  to  possess  a  fund  of  informstm 
•uperior  still  to  what  ho  had  dbplayed.  In  debate  he  wii 
bastj  and  impetuou'^,  from  a  oooalitiitional  violence  of  tem- 
per, and  often  let  fall  unsruardad  ezprettaoni,  whieli  in  hm 
oooler  moments  he  |wobably  would  have  been  glad  tantnot. 
The  expedition  against  Portobello  is  snppoaed  to  have  en- 
ginated  in  some  hasty  expressions  ottered  by  him  in  tht 
debates  relative  to  the  aggresrions  of  tb)  Spanish  gmrds* 
oostas  io  the  American  seas;  reproadnng  AeadminStiatisa 
with  the  inactivity  of  their  measnresy  he  pledged  faimsstfi  si 
we  have  seen,  that  he  would  redaoe  die  town  of  Portobdb 
with  a  force  not  exceeding  m  shins  of  the  line.  Ks  ses- 
eess  in  that  enterprise  we  have  Skiready  described,  and  wt 
have  little  to  add  regarding  his  subsequent  exploits.  He 
was  prone  to  take  offence  at  slight  or  imaginary  in»n1t5,  and 
on  one  of  these  occasions  expressed  himself  so  disa^^^r.  v.]^blv 
to  the  admiralty,  that  he  was  deprived  of  all  comii.^:w 
This  happened  on  the  llih  of  April,  1740,  and  he  was  never 
afterwards  restored  to  his  rank.  From  this  period  he  hvei 
in  retirement,  troubling  himself  but  seldom  wldi  pnblicaffiirs, 
except  attending  the  house  of  commons,  as  mtuiber  for  the 
boroughof  Ipswich.  He  died  suddenly  at  his  «cat  in  SafTolv, 
on  the  30th  oi  October,  1757,  in  the  seventy-thinl  year  of  lii> 
ag"e.     His  character  may  lie  summed  up  in  a  few  ^^  ords.  Ih^ 

was  brave  and  courageous  to  an  exoe^;  his  abiiitAOS  a&  a 
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ftc'aman  were  of  the  first  cWs ;  and,  as  a  man,  his  intoofntj 
an<l  hontHir  were  unsullied.  But  his  temper  was  irriuhle: 
he  had  too  irreat  a  contempt  lor  the  talents  of  others,  and 
impatient  of  any  species  of  cuntn)!.  These  faults 
were  efi0«irleraMy  increa,^ed  by  the  unl»uuudeti  and  almost 
unexampled  popularity  which,  during  the  trreater  part  of  a 
loD^r  life,  he  Had  the  iiappiiiess  to  enjoys  and  which,  though 
more  :hau  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  his  death,  stUl 
cooUDuen  to  be  atiaebed  to  his  uaiae, 

Tlie  peftce  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  was  not  concluded  in  a  very 
cordial  spirit ;  and,  notwithstanding  assurances  of  friendship, 
petty  hostilities  were  practis^ed,  partiealarly  by  France,  and 
preparations  for  war  were  made,  until,  in  1755,  it  becamo 
obrioas  that  peace  could  no  longer  he  preserved.    Early  in 
that  year,  intelligence  was  received,  that  a  fleet  of  men-of- 
war  was  preparin<;  to  sail  from  different  ports  in  France  to 
America,  with  a  number  of  land  forces  on  board.  The 
British  ministry  gave  immediate  orders  to  equip  a  squadron, 
aod,  towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  admiral  Boscawen, 
mtib  eleven  ships  of  the  line,  sailed  for  Amerioa.    He  was 
toon  after  followed  by  admiral  Holbottrne  with  six  line-of- 
battle  tiiipt  and  one  fri^^ate,  the  ministry  having  received 
tubiecjuent  intelligence  toat  the  French  fleet,  intended  for 
America,  consisted  of  tweDtj-fire  thipa  of  th«  line.  This 
AbbI  aailed  from  Brett  hi  the  beffinning  of  May;  but,  after 
•eiliag  a  few  leagues  bevond  toe  mouth  of  the  English 
ikmmdf  the  eomraaoder-iiMsfaief  returned  to  Brest,  with 
uiae  of  the  eapitel  ships,  and  the  rest  proceeded  to  North 
Ameriea  under  the  eommaiid  of  De  la  Molhe.  Admiral 
BoeeaweD*8  orders  were  to  attack  the  French  fleet  whsrerer 
he  tbofdd  meet  with  it.  Being  joined  by  admiral  Holbourne, 
he  eontfaiaed  cmtting  off  the  Banke  of  Newfoundland,  in 
hopei  of  ioteroeptinff  the  French  t^adron  in  their  attempt 
to  enter  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence.   But  the  thick  foff,  to 
ftequent  on  that  coast,  faronred  their  enterprise,  and  lie  la 
Molhe  arriTcd  safe  at  Quebec  with  his  whole  squadton, 
aicept  the  Aldde  and  die  Lvs,  which  Ml  in  with  the  Dun- 
kirk, cuptain  Howe,  and  the  t>efiance,  captain  Andrews,  and, 
after  a  resolute  engagement  of  five  hours,  struck. 

From  the  capture  of  these  ships  the  commenoenieDtof  the 
wsr  may  properly  be  dated.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  In 
Europe,'  the  French  ambassadm*  left  London,  and  the  Bri- 
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tish  ministry  issued  general  orders  for  making  reprisal*  izm 
every  part  of  the  globe.  In  consequence  of  this  resolution, 
three  hundred  French  merchantmen  were  taken  and  brought 
into  England  before  the  expiration  of  this  year. 

For  the  credit  of  England,  it  is  to  be  wisheti  that  a  foriDal 
declaration  of  war  had  preceded  the  first  act  of  hostility  on 
our  part.  Previously  to  such  declaratioD,  every  act  of  iios- 
tility  is  a  piracy  against  the  subjects  of  either  nation. 

About  the  close  of  the  year  1755,  overtures  of  aocommo- 
dation  were  made  on  the  part  of  France.  At  length  the 
destination  of  the  armament  at  Toulon  became  ct^rtainly 
known;  the  French  squadron  consisted  of  thirteen  ships  of 
the  line,  and  fifteen  tlioasand  land  forces  were  there  nsady 
for  embarkation ;  nevertheless,  only  ten  Britiah  ships  were 
ordered  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  command  was  given 
to  admiral  Byn^.  With  this  squadron,  not  completely 
manned,  he  siilea  from  Spithead  on  the  7tli  of  April.  He 
had  on  board  a  r^ment  of  aoldiers  to  be  landed  at  Gibral- 
tar, and  aboat  a  handred  reemits.  He  anrlved  at  Gibral. 
tar  on  the  2d  of  Majf  where  he  found  the  Looiaa,  ci4>taui 
Edgcombe,  who  mfonned  him  that  he  had  been  drivsn 
from  Mhkoroa  by  a  French  sqoadron  of  thirteen  ships  of 
the  line^  whiidi  had  landed  15,00(>men  cm  that  iilaod.  Tht 
admural  gaye  immediate  orders  for  the  shipe  to  Complete 
their  proYisions  with  all  possible  emotion.  On  the  tbittd 
day  after  his  arrival,  he  went  on  shore  to  ooeiSar  with  sen- 
oral  FowkCt  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  concerning  *  hat* 
talion  to  be  transported  to  Minorca.  When  the  admiral 
demanded  this  battaUon,  the  governor  prodoocd  three  setml 
letters  of  instruction  Aram  the  war^oAoe^  which  he  codd 
neither  reconcile  with  each  other,  nor  with  the  cider  given 
by  the  admiralty  to  admiral  Byng. 

The  council  of  war,  after  mature  deliberation,  deterainii 
not  to  part  with  the  battalmn  required,  and  Byng  sailsd 
Apom  Gibraltar  on  the  8th  of  Mav,  and  on  the  IM19  arrived 
at  Majorca,  where  he  was  joined  the  Phmnli,  captain 
Uervej,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  relative  to  ths 
Frem^  fleet  and  the  siege  of  St.  Philip.  He  then  atecred 
for  Minorca,  but  havii^  contrary  winos,  did  not  make  thsl 
Island  until  the  morning  of  the  iMi,  when  he  saw  the  Eng* 
lish  flag  still  flyiw  on  the  castle  of  8t.  Philip,  and  eav«td 
bomb.hatteriet  pw^ing  upon  it  fnna  the  enemy*s  works. 
Earl^  in  the  mormng,  the  admiral  dispatched  captain  Her* 
vey,  m  the  Phmnix,  with  the  Chesterfield  and  Dolphin,  wUh 
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orders  to  reconnoitre  the  entrance  into  the  liiirboor,  and,  if 
possible,  to  convey  a  letter  to  general  Blakeney.  Captain 
Hervey  got  round  the  Laire  before  nine  o'clock  in  the 
mornincr;  hu  made  signals  to  the  garrison  for  a  buat  to  come 
off,  bat  without  effect,  and  the  admiral,  about  this  time| 
discovering  the  I'ruiich  tleet,  ordered  him  to  retura. 

Byng  now  stood  towards  the  enemy,  and  about  two  in 
the  afternoon  made  a  signal  for  the  line  of  battle  ahead. 
At  seven  in  the  evening,  the  French  squadron,  being  then 
about  two  leagues  distant,  tacked,  iu  order  to  gain  the 
veather-ga^e ;  and  the  English  admiral,  not  choosing  to 
relinquish  that  advantage,  also  put  his  ships  about. 

On  the  20th,  in  the  morning,  the  weather  being  haz^ythe 
French  fleet  could  not  be  discovered,  but  it  became  visible 
before  noon,  and  at  two  o'clock  admiral  Byng  made  a  signal 
to  bear  away  two  points  from  the  wind  and  engage.  Rear- 
admiral  West  was  then  at  too  great  a  distance  to  comply 
with  both  theae  orders,  he  therefore  bore  away  seven  points 
Irom  the  wind,  and  with  his  whole  division  attacked  the 
nerny  with  such  impeCnoeitTt  that  several  of  their  slups 
were  soon  obliged  to  quit  the  line.  Had  admiral  Byng 
lieen  equally  awt»  it  b  most  probable  that  the  French  fleet 
woald  have  boon  defeatod  and  Minoroa  lAvad;  bat  the 
tnemj^a  oentre  keeping  their  station^  and  Byng^s  diTiiion 
not  adTioeing,  Watt  was  proTontad  firom  pursuing  his 
adrantaffSy  by  the  apprdienaioQ  of  baii^  separated  from  the 
felt  of  the  fleet. 

After  mgaging  about  a  quarter  of  an  boar,  the  Intrepid, 
Ae  stmmiost  ship  of  the  rant  lost  her  fore>top«mestf  wmeh^ 
aeeording  to  Byng's  aocount  of  the  actionp  obliged  his  whole 
^fUoii  to  be&  tb«r  sails,  to  prevent  tbeir  fsJUng  foul  of 
ceeh  other*  Bat  when  this  matter  came  to  be  eiamined  bj 
Ibe  oonrt-inartial)  it  appeared  th«t  immecBately  after  the 
signal  for  engaging,  wnilst  the  van  were  bearing  down 
the  enemy,  admiral  Byng,  in  the  RamiDiesi  edged 
away  some  points,  by  which  means  the  Trident  and  Looisa 
got  to  windward  of  him,  and  that,  in  order  to  brin^  them 
again  into  tbeir  stations,  he  backed  his  misen*top.4ail,  and 
eodeaToored  *to  back  bis  main^top-sail.  This  manmnrre 
asosssarily  retarded  all  the  ships  in  his  divisioD»  and  gave 
the  enemy  Ume  to  escape.  Galisioniere  smed  the  ogpor* 
tonity^  and,  his  ships  bemff  dean,  waa  soon  oat  of  danger. 

From  Mb  rdatmn  of  nets,  it  will  be  perceiTed  that  the 
admiral's  condaet  was  not  altogether  justifiable.  It  was 
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in  his  power  to  fighty  aaady  from  a  comparboo  of  the  two 
flMta,  it  will  seem  probable  that  a  decisive  victorj  mig^t 
have  been  obtained.  Whether  adnural  Bjiig*s  coriciTTct 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  his  pnidence,  or  his  want  ef  skiilt 
is  difficult  to  determine.  Probably  these  causes  OM"* 
ated  in  conjnnotioo  to  produce  the  fatal  effect.  The 
onlv  plausible  argument  that  can  be  urged  in  exteMatkm 
of  his  oonduct  is,  that  he  might  be  too  strongly  impressed 
by  the  nooUection  of  Mathews  and  Lettock ;  the  £rst  of 
v,'hom  was  punished  for  fighting,  not  socording  to  role^  and 
the  latter  not  punished,  though  he  did  not  fight  at  all. 

The  English  had,  in  this  engagement,  forty-two  men 
killed^  and  one  hundred  andsix^-eight  wounded ;  the  French, 
one  hundred  and  forty*fiTe  wounded,  and  twenty-six  kilkd. 
The  French  fleet  soon  disappeared,  and  at  dght  in  the  even* 
ing,  admiral  Byne  made  a  signal  for  his  squadron  to  bring 
to,  and,  finding  umt  three  or  thorn  were  damaged  in  their 
masts,  called  a  council  of  war,  which  decided  that  there  was 
no  prospect  of  relieving  Minorca,  and  that,  lest  any  attack 
should  be  made  on  Gibrsdtar,  the  fleet  should  proceed  thither. 

Admiral  Byng  arrived  at  Oibraltar  on  the  19th  of  Jmna, 
where  commodore  Broderick  had  come  to  an  anchor  fonr 
days  before,  with  a  reinforcement  of  five  ships  of  the  line, 
which  were  sent  from  England  in  consequence  of  intel* 
ligence  that  the  French  were  fitting  out  more  ships  at  Tou- 
lon. Thus  re-enforoed»  admiral  Bjnj^  determined  to  return 
to  Minorca,  in  hopes  of  being  yet  in  time  to  relieve  the  gmr- 
rison;  but  while  he  was  with  great  activity  preparing  for 
this  second  enterprise,  admiral  Ilawke,  admiral  Saunders, 
and  lord  Tyrawley  arrived,  commissioned  to  nrrest  admiral 
Byng,  admiral  West,  and  governor  Fnwke.  who  were, 
accordingly,  sent  prij^oners  to  Knpliind.  ft>ir  Edward 
Hawke,  with  the  fleet  under  his  command,  ^ai]ed  hvinte^ 
diately  up  the  Mediterranean ;  Init,  upon  his  arrivai  off 
Minorca,  ho  had  the  mortification  to  svo.  the  French  tlag 
flying  on  St.  Philip's  castle.  As  soon  as  the  garrison  sur- 
rendered, Galissoniere  retiriMl  to  Toulon,  where  he  remained 
in  secttritv.  whikt  Sir  Kdward  Ilawke  iissertinl  the  nnvn! 
empire  ot'  (treat  Britain,  in  sight  of  an  enemy  elated  with 
the  conquest  of  a  small  island,  which  they  were  a^Urwaids 
obliji^ed  to  relinquish. 

The  people  of  England  recoivcd  the  Intelligence  of  Uyn^'s 
retreat  with  peneml  dissatisfaction,  and,  without  tlie  iemslt 
toquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  mioistry»  pointed  ail  thdar 
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ro-^  ntment  a?rainst  tliat  unfurtunate  admhral.  The  ministry 
j'  tiiif<i  in  tht:  crv,  d<^in-_r  vwvy  thing  in  their  power  to  divert 
the  rtst  ntment  ot  liie  {Hdjilc  trom  themselves.  That  iivng's 
ooTiduci  was,  in  manv  rt*>pects,  extremely  reprehensible,  is 
m*»-t  <  maiii;  but  it  not  less  certain,  that  the  nrnrii>trv 
were  equally  inrvcusable  for  not  sending  troops*  to  Minorca 
much  ^ooTifr.  aiul  lor  not  giving  Byng  a  superior  fleet.  If 
the  live  ^h\\<-  \\hi^h  afterwards  sailed  to  hi&  assi&tanco,  had 
nude  part  at  hi^  MjuaUron,  Oali^^oniere  must  haT^fled  at  bis 
approach,  and  Minorca  winild  liave  beun  saved. 

Hv  [ig.  West,  and  Fowke  arrived  at  Port»iiioulh  uii  tlio  3d 
of  .lulv.  The  two  latter  were  ordered  to  London,  wiiere 
admira.1  We«t  wa,s  gnioiouvly  received  by  the  king.  The 
gwierdl  u  a-,  triril  for  di-obedii  nee  of  orders  in  not  sending 
a  battalion  t<i  the  relief  of  Minorca,  and  sentenced  to  be 
suspended  for  li.  year.  The  king  conhru»t^^d  tiiu  m  ntence,  and 
afterwards  di-iiii-sed  him  the  service.  A<hmral  Byng,  after 
continuing  bunie  lime  in  arrest  at  l^orti^mouth,  wa§  eseorted 
to  Greenwich  hospital,  where  he  remained  close  prisoner  till 
December,  the  time  a|i[)niiited  for  hi«  trial,  whicn  betraii  on 
the  28th  ot"  that  lumith,  on  board  the  St.  George  in  i*urts- 
mouth  harbour.  Tht'  court-martial  consisted  of  four  ad- 
mirals, and  nine  ca|itains  of  thu  navy,  and  sat  a  iiiunth.  They 
fuund  iuiii  guilty  ot  a  breach  of  that  part  of  the  twelfth  article 
»-t  war,  which  says, — or  shall  not  do  his  utmost  to  take  or 
dt-ir-'V  every  ship  which  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  engage;  and 
to  a&i»i»t  and  relieve  all  and  every  ot  Ins  majesty's  ships  which 
it  shall  be  his  duty  to  assist  and  relieve."  He  was,  there- 
farmy  at^ntenced  to  be  shot,  that  being  the  punishment  posi- 
tively ordained  for  a  breach  of  tiii>  article.  The  coint, 
ho^^ever,  being  of  opinion  that  admiral  Jlyng's  unj^cuinhict 
did  not  pruceed  from  want  of  courage  or  ifisat^ection,  added 
to  the  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  lords  of  the  admir- 
altv,  a  petition,  rc<j nesting  their  lordships  mobt  earnestly  to 
reconiincnd  him  to  his  majesty's  clemency. 

Thy  lords  of  the  admiralty,  having  compared  the  sentence 
of  the  coart martial  with  the  words  of  the  twelfth  article  of 
war,  which  are,  "  Every  person  in  the  fleet,  who  through 
cowardice,  negligence,  or  disaffection,  shall,"  Aic,  and  not 
finding  the  crime  of  negligence,  he  being  acquitted  of  the 
other  two,  ini]iuted  by  the  court,  were  in  doubt  concerning 
the  legality  of  the  sentence;  they,  therefore,  {jresciitcd  a 
memorial  to  the  king,  requesting  that  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judges  mi^ht  be  taken.    This  was  accordingly  done^ 
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and  the  judges  pronounce  it  a  legal  senUnecu  After  ibe 
lordi  «f  the  admiral^  had  signed  *  wamat  ibr  Admiral 

Bjiig*t  eMCutioDy  some  of  the  members  of  the  oont-inartiai 
expres^eil  a  wish  to  be  released,  bj  act  of  periiMBunti  from 
their  oath  of  eeerepy,  A  bill  for  this  ptapoee  aeeordiegly 
pitfsed  the  house  of  commons ;  but  when  it  oeine  to  m  aeooM 
reeding  in  the  hooee  of  lords,  each  member  of  the  eovrt* 
martial  was  separately  asked,  whether  he  had  any  thing  t» 
repeal  whieh  nujght  indine  the  Idi^  to  pardon  the  deiinfBMt,. 
Strange  as  it  may  leeoi,  tbej  all  answered  in  the  negatiff^ 
andt  on  the  14th  of  Mards,  admiral  John  Byng  was  5hot  on 
board  the  Monaraae,  in  the  harbour  of  Portsmouth.  Ho 
net  his  death  with  calmness  and  equanimity,  baring  dsfiv* 
ered,  and  desired  to  be  made  public,  the  ^oliowing  pa|ier:— 
On  bonrd  his  majesty's  ship,  Mooarque,  in  Portainoath 
harbour,  March  14,  1757. — A  few  moments  will  now  ddivir 
me  firom  the  Tirulent  pmeontions,  and  frustrate  the  further 
malioe  of  m^  enemies ;  nor  need  1  envy  them  a  lile  enbjeet 
to  the  sensations  my  injuries,  and  the  injustice  done  me,  mnet 
areate.  Persuaded  1  am,  justice  will  be  done  to  my  repa- 
tation  hereaAer.  The  manner  and  oanse  of  raim^  and 
keoMng  up  the  popular  clamour  and  prejudice  mmimt  me^ 
will  be  seen  through.  I  shall  be  considered  (as  I  now  per- 
oeire  myself)  a  victim,  destined  to  divert  the  indignation  and 
resentment  of  an  injured  and  deluded  people  from  the  proper 
objects.  My  enemies  themselves  must  now  think  me  inno- 
cent. Happy  for  me  at  this  last  moment  that  I  know  aqf 
oum  innocence,  and  am  conscious  that  no  part  of  my  country*! 
misfortunes  can  he  owing  to  me.  I  beairtily  wish  the  ahed* 
ding  my  blood  may  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  service 
of  my  countn  ;  hut  cannot  resign  my  just  claim  to  a  faithfbi 
discharge  of  niy  duty,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judflinent» 
and  the  utmost  exertion  of  my  ability,  for  his  majesty  a  hoiw 
o\ir  and  my  country's  service,  i  am  i^orry  that  mv  rndefivours 
^M■^c  not  attended  with  more  success,  and  that  the  armamenti 
undi  r  my  command,  proved  too  weak  to  succeed,  in  an  expe- 
dition of  such  moment.  Truth  has  prevailed  over  calumny 
and  falsehood,  and  justice  has  wiped  oflf  the  ignominious  stain 
of  my  supposed  want  of  personal  courage  or  disaffection; 
my  heart  acqurts  me  <»f  theee  crimes,  but  wh(»  can  b«  pre- 
sumptuously sure  of  his  own  judgment  ?  If  mv  crime  is  an 
error  in  juagment,  or  differing'  in  opinion  from  mv  judges; 
and  if  yet,  the  error  in  juc^g-ment  should  be  on  their  f^ide, 

God  forgive  ihemf  as  1  do^  and  may  the  distraas  of  their 
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miodi^  and  antiMinoi  of  tbeir  conseieDoefy  which  in  jostice 
to  BM  they  have  r^raentedy  be  reliered  and  aobtide,  as  my 
reooatmoDl  haa  done.  The  supreme  Judge  sees  all  hearta 
aad  motiTeay  and  to  him  I  most  aabmit  the  justice  of  my 
eame.  J.  Byno.** 

A  dmige  of  ministry  having  occurred,  the  helm  of  affaara 
was  DOW  undBr  the  guidance  of  William  Pitt,  afUrwank 
earl  Chatham.  His  first  attempt,  which  was  an  attempt 
to  destri^  the  French  shipping  at  Rochfort,  failed.  In 
1758,  our  arms  were  more  successful.  The  reduction 
of  Louishourg  being  a  principal  object  in  Mr.  Pitt*8 
plan  of  military  operations,  a  naval  armament,  adequate 
to  the  purpose,  was  prepared  with  all  possible  expedition, 
aad  the  command  g^ven  to  admiral  Boscawen.  The  for- 
midable French  fleet  which  had  protected  Louishourg  the 
preceding  year,  had  returned  to  France  in  a  shattered  con* 
dition.  These  ships  being  repaired,  were  intended  to  return  to 
their  former  station  in  North  America;  but  their  intentions 
were  effectually  anticipated  and  prevented,  by  the  vigilant 
alacrity  of  the  British  minister.  Admiral  Boscawrn  sailed 
from  St.  Helen's  on  thp  19tli  of  February,  with  forty-one 
men-of-war.  Meanwhile,  :i  fleet  nnder  tbe  command  of  Sir 
Eivvard  Hawke  blocked  up  the  i'^rerich  ports  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  and  another  squadron,  commanded  by  admiral 
Osborne,  %vas  st-tit  to  cnii^^e  between  Cape  de  Gattc  and 
Cartha[2rc*na,  nn  tlic  coast  of  Spain.  There  were,  at  tliis 
time,  three  small  squadrons  of  French  ships  of  war  in  the 
different  ports  of  Toulon,  Oarthac"  ena,  and  Brest;  ^^  Ineh 
tquaiirons,  under  the  command  of  Monsieur  dn  Quesne  and 
Monsieur  de  la  Clue,  had  orders  to  ^teal  away  for  Louis- 
boTjrtr,  jointly  or  sejiarately.  The  former  <if  these  com- 
mand»_^rs,  in  order  to  join  the  latter  at  Cartha^ena,  sailed 
from  Toulon,  on  the  25th  April,  on  board  the  Fondrovant, 
of  eiirhtv  guns,  attended  by  the  Orphce  of  sixty-four,  the 
Oririamuie  of  fifty,  and  Pleiade  of  twenty-four  guns.  Ad- 
miral Osborne,  expecting"  the  departure  of  this  squadron 
from  Toulon,  had  stationed  the  <  iil)ral tar  frigate  in  the  offing 
of  that  harbour,  to  watch  their  motions.  As  soon  as  Du 
Quesne's  squadrcm  appeared,  the  (Gibraltar  sheered  off,  and 
gra^iuaiiy  decoyed  the  enemy  so  effectually,  that  on  the  27th, 
about  two  in  tne  morning,  ne  found  himself  in  tlie  midst  of 
Osborne's  tieet.  In  this  critical  situation,  the  French  ad- 
miral made  a  signal  for  his  squadron  to  disperse:  each  ship 
uuBediateJj  ateered  a  diffara&l  course  and  were  as  imma- 
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diatelv  pursued  by  detachniL:it?  from  Osborne's  iU^i,  who^ 
with  the  remainder  of  liis  fittt,  continued  to  blt>ck  up  the 
harbour  of  Lai  ihagena.  The  Pleiade,  being  a  jtrime  <ai]«T, 
escaped.  The  Oritianinie  was  chased  by  the  Alunart^ue  and 
Montague,  and  escaped  deitruclion  by  running^  under  the 
guns  of  a  small  Spanish  fort.  The  Orphce  was  pursued  by 
the  Revenge  and  Berwick,  and  waa  taken  by  the  first  of  tbesi 
ships,  in  sight  of  Carthagena.  The  Faudroyant  was  eha^d 
by  the  Mouaioutb,  Swiftsure,  and  Hampton  Ooart.  About 
seven  in  the  morniogi  the  Monmouth  and  Foadroyant  began 
to  tire  at  each  other,  the  rest  of  the  fleet  being  then  totaUj 
□ut  of  sight.  The  disproportion  between  the  two  ships  was 
very  great.  The  Foudroyant  had  a  thotisand  men  on 
board,  and  mounted  eighty  guns;  tke  Monmouth  mounted 
only  sixty-four,  and  her  men  were  so  more  titta  four 
hundred  and  seventy.  Tina  remarkable  dieparitj,  i^ot- 
withstandinff,  captain  Gardini»*  retdved  to  ▼mnqnish  lee 
enemy.  Tom  datermiDedy  he  bmoglit  lib  ili^  uHlun  pieloL 
shot  of  hit  antagomty  and  now  the  battle  reged  wkb  gfvet 
fury.  About  nine  o*clock,  captain  Qnrdiney  waa efaoi tlttongb 
the  head  by  a  musket  bell.  Soon  after  the  oaplam  lel]»  &t 
Monmouth*8  mtzen-mail  feU  by  the  board;  on  wbUk  tbe 
enemy  gave  three  cheers.  The  crew  of  the  MonuMNith  ro* 
turned  the  compliaieal  a  &w  nunntes  after»  on  wumm^ 
mast  of  the  Foudroyant  being  shot  away.  This  dinaler 
was  soon  Ibllowed  by  the  fidl  of  her  mauMnast,  whidi  giring 
fresh  spirits  to  the  Euglishy  Aeir  fire  bece&a  so  iaociseaay 
that  the  French  siiilorscoQldDoloiigerbekept  lalhfirsni^ 
and  the  Fondrmnt  strock  a  little  after  one  o*dock.  This 
action  is  one  of  the  meet  glonone  In  the  naval  hleleiy  cf 
Britain* 

The  Orphie  and  Fondroyaal;  being  tdken,  and  die  oeea* 
mander-in-ebief  being  a  prisoner,  Monaeuf  de  la  doe  gaf<e 
np  all  thoofthts  of  pasnag  Ae  Btnits  ef  Oibiaksrt  and 
retmroed  toTonlen»  where  hie  squadron  was  had  on.  Bnl 
the  Frendi  nunistryt  not  dreading  entirely  on  their  Msd^ 
terraaeaa  fleet  for  the  protoetion  of  Louuboarv  and  Ae 
feinlbroemeot  of  thdr  army  in  Horth  America,  had  prepared 
a  fleet  of  transports  and  stem-ships,  at  BooMbrt  and  Bev- 
deenx.  These  tranaports,  with  three  thensand  tnepe  en 
hoard,  were  ordersd  to  rendsiYons in  April,  and  to  ssil  «nte 
eonvoy  of  she  ships  af  the  line  and  eerersl  friffalee^  flnah^ 
howerer,  was  the  intcHiginoe  and  alaority  of  &a  Sngliah 
minister,  that  eflbotaal  meesorss  were  taken  te  fhnfenta  ths 
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design.  Sir  IMward  Ilawke,  with  seven  ships  of  the  line 
and  three  tVi^atc*,  sailf d  ildwn  the  Buv  of  Biscav,  and  on 
the  3d  of  April  brought  up  in  lias(jue  Koad,  where  he  dis- 
covered five  French  ships  of  thu  line  and  seven  friirates  at 
anchor  off  the  Isle  of  Aix.  Tht.y  nostK  uer  saw  the  Kir^'^lish 
dv^t,  than  they  began  to  slip  tlieir  cables,  and  fly  in  great 
e-jnt'usion.  Sonne  of  them  escaped  to  sea;  but  far  the  greater 
number  threw  their  guns  and  «tores  overboard, and,  running 
into  shoal  water,  stuck  in  the  mud.  Next  morning,  several 
of  their  men-of-war  and  trar>«pi>rts  were  seen  lyeing  on 
their  broad-ides;  but,  being  out  of  the  reach  of  his  guns, 
•Sir  Edward  Hawke  left  them  to  their  fate,  perfectly  satis- 
fies 1  with  having  frustrated  their  iatention  of  sailing  to 
AiTYerica. 

A-  nc  ?*.  <re  observed,  some  of  the  store-ships  and  transports, 
d'-?tintd  far  North  America,  were  to  sail  from  Ii<)urdeaux. 
TiJL-^?  w  ere  twelve  in  number.  They  sailed  under  convoy 
oi  the  (ial^^thre,  a  frig"ate  of  twenty-two  guns,  and  a  letter 
of  marque  uf  twenty  guns.  In  the  Bay  of  Biscay  they  fell 
in  with  the  Essex,  of  sixty-four  guns,  and  the  Pliito  and 
ProstM  pine  tire-ships,  which  were  on  their  passatT-  to  join  Sir 
Edward  Hawke.  After  a  short,  but  suiart  contiict,  the 
French  frii^ate,  the  letter  of  marque,  and  one  of  the  tiMus- 
ports,  wt-re  taken.  Two  more  of  these  tran>pfiit>  were 
afterwards  taken  by  the  Antelope  and  Speedwell  sluupd. 

In  the  same  year,  an  Eni^liah  expedition,  jtlanned  and 
guided  by  a  quaker,  naine<l  CJuraminir,  took  Fort  Louis  and 
all  the  settlements  belonging  to  France  on  the  river  Senegal 
in  Africa. 

Mr  Pitt's  comprehensive  plan  of  operauun  was  too  rational 
to  be  disconcerted  l»y  such  miscarriajjfe^  as  were  justly  to  be 
attributed  to  a  want  of  spirit  in  the  execution.  The  expe- 
dition to  the  coast  of  France,  of  the  preceding  year,  having 
failed*  made  no  alteration  in  the  minister's  opinion,  that  a 
diver-ion  of  the  like  nature  was  a  pro[>er  measure.  For  this 
purpose,  \n  the  month  ut  May,  near  tburteen  thousand  men 
were  encauip^d  on  the  Isle  of  Wight.  This  army,  coni- 
inanded  by  the  diike  of  Marlbor  ough,  consisted  of  sixteen 
battali-ns  of  iniantry,  four  hundred  artillerymen,  and  five 
hnndrtd  and  forty  hght  horse.  One  of  the  regiments  of 
infantry,  being  destined  for  another  service,  did  not  <  inhark, 
so  that  tf.e  number  employed  in  this  expedition  aiuounled  to 
a!)out  thirteen  thousand.  Two  distinct  fleets  were  assem- 
bled at  Spiilicad;  the  ^st  commanded  by  lord  AdsoDj  of 
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twentj-two  sail  of  the  line;  the  second  under  comnodora 
Howe,  consisting  of  several  frigateiy  sloopsy  fire-ships,  bomb* 
vessels,  tenders,  cutters,  and  transports.  This  fleet  saile^i 
from  St.  Helen's  on  the  Ist  of  Jnne,  and  the  object  in  view 
was  in  a  great  measure  accomplished;  but  as  in  this,  the  fleeC 
was  onlj  indirectly  emplojedf  tether  notioe  of  it  is  nnwe 
oessary. 

In  the  meantime,  admiral  Boeoawen  had  arrived  at 
HaUfia  in  NoTa  Scotia,  whence  he  sailed  with  an  armj  of 
fourteen  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  migor-general 
Amherst.  This  fleet,  consisting  of  a  hundred  ai»a  fit^j- 
seven  sail,  anchored  on  the  2d  of  June,  in  the  Bay  of  Ga- 
barus,  about  two  leagues  westward  of  Louisbourg.  The 
French  governor  bad  taken  everj  precantion  to  prerenl  a 
surprise. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were 
in  the  boats  before  break  of  dav.  The  frigates  and  armed 
sloops  began  an  incessant  fire  upon  the  enemy;  and  the  boats 
rowed  briskly  towards  the  shore  in  three  divisions,  eom- 
manded  by  general ^  Wolfe,  Whitmore,  and  Laurence.  When 
they  approacliL'ii  the  land  thuv  met  with  a  \n  arm  rc*^ptit>a 
from  the  enemy,  and  tlic  surf  ran  so  high  that  nianv  of  the 
boats  were  staved,  ;(n«l  some  of  the  Foldiers  drowned. 
General  Wolfe  leaped  into  the  sea,  and  lu^ng  followed  by  his 
whole  division,  formr d  hi<  people  on  the  beach,  and  marched 
intrepidly  to  the  neare-t  liatterv.  Tlie  otlier  two  divisions 
followed  his  example,  and  the  enemy  soon  fled  in  confusi«in. 
The  remainder  of  the  army,  cannon,  and  stores  were  lantied 
with  speed,  and  the  town  u  as  reinilarly  invested.  OenerAi 
Amherst  having  secnrcil  his  eani}>  liy  vtK^mbts  and  epaul- 
ments,  now  began  his  approaches  in  form.  In  landing  tli^ 
troops  about  a  hnndred  men  were  lulled  or  -drowned^  and 
about  seventv  boats  lost. 

Driicour,  iiaving  received  bi*i  detachments  into  the  t*>^  n, 
desti oyed  his  out-posts,  and  all  buildings  within  two  milt*  of 
the  ramparts,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The 
proaches  of  the  British  treneral  were  at  first  slew,  owtnc  to 
the  difficulty  of  landing  his  stores,  the  labour  of  di  a  juiog  his 
cannon  through  a  marshy  country,  and  the  nree>sity  of  for- 
tifying his  camp.  Meanwhile,  general  Amherst,  being  iK^t 
a  little  incommoded  by  tin  fire  from  the  enemy's  ship*  io  the 
harbour,  and  al>(»  from  the  island  battery,  detacheii  general 
Wolfe,  with  a  body  of  troops,  with  orders  to  mnrch  niuod 
the  north-east  harbour  and  take  possession  of  the  ii^ht-hottst 
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v*Ant.  This  order  \\  as  executed  with  alacrity,  and  a  battery 
ertctetl,  wKiich  silenced  that  of  the  eriemy  on  the  island.  On 
the  29th  the  besieged  sunk  four  ships  at  the  entrance  of  the 
iurbour.  They  made  several  sallies  from  the  town,  and 
were  repulsed  with  loss.  The  British  army  continued  to 
approach  the  town  io  a  regular  and  scientific  manner,  and 
tiie  enemj  displayed  no  less  resolution  and  skill  in  the  science 
of  defence.  On  the  Idth  of  July  the  besi^gm  wore  aboat 
ax  hundred  yards  from  the  coTert  waj« 

Oo  the  2lttf  a  shell  from  onr  battery  on  the  light-house 
rantsetfiretooiieof  the  eneinVs  ships  in  the  harbour.  She 
tmraediately  blew  op,  aadtwo  other  moD-of-warhavrng  caught 
the  fliiney  were  also  destroyed,  so  that  two  ships  of  force 
only  remained.  In  the  night  of  the  26th,  the  first  of  these 
two  wae  set  on  fire,  and  the  other  towed  trinmphantly  out, 
by  a  detachment  of  seamen  nnder  the  command  of  captains 
Lsfiirej  and  Bdfbnr.  Tlusgallant  exploit  the  naval  reader 
willread  of  withpleasare.  By  the admhral's orders,  a  barge 
and  innnace  from  erery  ship  in  the  fleet  assembledi  abont 
noon,  under  the  stem  of  the  Nannir.  These  boats  were 
manned  only  by  their  proper  crews,  armed  chiefly  with  pis* 
tobMud  cutlasses,  and  eacn  boat  commanded  by  a  lieutenant 
'iTid  midshipman.  Thence  they  proceeded,  by  two  or  three 
;<t  a  time,  to  join  Sir  Charks  Hardy's  squadron  near  the 
inouth  i.>{  the  harbour.  Being  there  reassembled  in  two 
diTi^iatia,  under  the  two  captains,  about  miclnigiit  the^  pad. 
dle^l  into  the  harbour  of  Loiiisbourg  unperceived.  The 
nieht  was  extremely  dark,  and  the  seamen  were  profoundly 
silent.  They  passed  very  near  the  island-battery  umlis- 
eovercd :  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  a  thick  fou",  prevented 
their  being  seen,  whilst  the  perpetual  din  of  ho  nibs,  cannon, 
and  musketry,  both  from  the  besieged  and  besiegers,  effec- 
tually covered  the  noise  of  their  oars.  As  soon  ns  each 
"  divi:*ion  came  near  enough  to  perceive  the  devoted  object, 
the  two  men-of-war  were  immediately  surrounded  by  the 
boats,  and  were  first  alarmed  by  the  firing  of  their  own 
ssnttoels.  All  the  boats  fell  abosra  at  the  same  instant,  and 
iSnB  sereral  crews,  following  the  example  of  their  officers^ 
scnunblad  up  every  part  of  the  shipsy  and  in  a  few  minntes 
took  possession  of  their  prises. 

Daj-light  and  the  shouts  of  our  sailors,  having  discovered 
to  the  enemy  on  shore,  that  their  ships  were  in  possession  of 
the  English,  they  immediately  pointed  every  gun  that  could 
be  brov^ght  to  bear  upon  the  boats  and  prises^  and  a  furious 
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discfaaive  of  mqqoo  ensoed.  Tboie  wlio  w«n  m  | 
of  the  rrudeot,  finding  her  agroiind»  eet  htt  on  lire^ 
then  joined  the  boats,  whieh  were  now  employed  in 
off  the  BieniUnnly  whieh,  with  the  esastanee  of  a 
able  breeie^  wae  trinnu^iantlj  carried  awqr  9md  etc 
On  the  2(lth,  whilst  Boseawen  was  preparing  to 
ships  into  the  harboar,  be  reesiTod  an  oAmt  to 
The  admiral  insisted  on  the  garrison  remainiog  p 
war,  and  with  these  terms  the  governor  finallj 
He  yielded  to  irresistible  necesnty.  His  ships  wne  all 
destroyed  or  taken;  his  eannon  were  dismovnted;  hia  gaiu 
rison  oiaunished,and  theremainder  harassed  and  disnirilai; 
all  his  hopes  of  relief  from  Europe  or  ftom  Cannda  were 
vanished,  and  his  ramparts  in  man  j  plaoes  battered  to  pieasa. 
The  eapitnlatioB  being  signed,  the  British  troepe  toes  pea* 
session  of  Looisbooig  on  the  27th,  and  the  two  islaoda  of 
Cape  Breton  and  St.  John  were  eeded  to  Britain.  Thesbipa 
of  war  lest  by  the  Freeoh  on  thb  ooeaslon  were  not  hiwm 
than  twelve. 

Abont  this  time  captain  Forrest  signalised  hia  eoorMi  m 
the  West  Indies.  Haviiff  reoaived  ratsiUgenoa  ftk^  ttm 
was  a  oonssdsrable  Franco  flest  al  Pori^auPrinee  ready  to 
sail  for  Enrope,  he  proeeeded  ftom  Jamaica  to  eraise  betspsaa 
H'lspanioU  and  the  litUe  islaad  Ctoave.  He  disguiaed  hm 
ship  irith  tarpanlm^  hoisted  Dnidi  oohmrs,  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  discovery,  allowed  asvensl  small  vesseb  to  pass  wilhemi 
giving  them  obase.  The  seeoad  day  after  his  arrival^  ko 
nereeived  a  fleet  of  aeveo  soil  steering  to  the  westward.  Ho 
Kept  lirom  them  to  prevent  saspicioo,bot,ai  the  afffiroockof 
night  pursued  them  with  aU  the  sail  ho  oonUcrowdl  AhoMt 
ten  in  the  evening  he  oame  op  with  two  vessels  of  Aodmss^ 
one  of  which  fired  n  gun,  and  the  other  ihceced  oC  Tko 
ship  which  had  fired#  no  sooner  dimooersd  her  eoeo^,  them 
^e  submitted.  Forrest  manned  her  wiA  thiity-ivo  of  hia 
own  orew,  and  novrperoeiving  eight  safl  to  leeward,  omi  lha 
harboor  of  Petit  Ckwr  e,  ordsred  them  to  stand  lor  thai 
place,  and  to  intercept  any  vessels  that  atteo^M  to 
He  Umsel^  in  the  An^nsta,  sailed  dlrsetly  i&t  tlw 
fleet,  aad,oomuM^  up  with  them  by  day -break,  eagaged 
all  by  turns  as  he  could  bring  his  gnns  to  beer* 


returned  his  Are;  but  haviiur  soon  stmdi  their eoloara^lliej 
were  secured,  and  empleyeo  in  taUog  the  ether*veascls  of 
which  none  bad  the  fortouo  to  eacape.    The  nine 
by  this  wdUcondaotedatralagem^had  fallen  into  the 
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of  oine*!hip,  nnd  that  even  in  the  sight  of  their  own  Iiai  bours, 
were  Jv  con«luctf  1  in  Jamair.i,  where  the  aale  Ol  their 
rich  cargoes  rewanl^'  i  tht-  mri  it  cf  the  captors. 

While  F'orrest  .it  -inirt  -1  wt^altii  and  glory  hv  protecting 
the  tra^le  of  Jamaica,  the  vigilance  of  captain  Tyi  rt  i  secured 
the  English  navigutinn  to  Antigua.  In  the  rnonth  of  March, 
thisd  commander  <!' Ill  )li*he<l  a  fort  on  the  Island  of  Marti- 
mco,  and  destroyed  four  privat<»ers  riding  unili  r  its  protec- 
tion. In  November  of  the  same  year,  he,  in  hi^  own  ship, 
the  BackinehiUii  of  sixtv-four  G"un<,  accompanied  hy  the 
W.azie  >loop  commanded  hy  ea[»tain  }><iles,  discovered, 
iK't^veen  the  islands  of  (i^nadaloupe  and  Mootserrat,  a  tleet 
of  liiii*  r -  ^  I)  ?ail  under  convov  of  the  Florissant,  a  French 
mao-of-'.var  of  .«ieventy-foiir  gnns,  and  two  frigates,  of  which 
the  largest  carried  thirty-eight,  and  the  other  twenty-viv: 
guns.  Captain  Tyrrel,  regardless  of  the  great  inequality  of 
foree,  iuuiie^liately  gave  chase  in  the  Buckingluin) ;  nnd  the 
Weazle,  runnintc  close  to  the  eneinv,  received  a  whuk  I  road- 
side iru:ii  the  Florissant.  Th(nigh  she  sustained  it  witlmut 
considerable  damage,  captain  Tyrrel  ordered  captain  Uoles 
to  keep  aloof,  as  his  vessel  conld  not  l>f  sup|»osed  to  bear  the 
shock  of  heavv  metal ;  and  he  alone  prepared  for  the  engage- 
ment, i  i'^lorissant  made  a  running  fight  with  her  5tem 
chase,  w  hiie  the  two  f  rigates  annoyed  the  Huckinghiiui  in 
her  pursuit.  At  len^h  she  catne  w  ithin  pistol  shot  of  the 
Florissant,  and  poured  in  a  broadside,  which  did  great  exe- 
cution. The  salutation  was  returned  with  spirit,  and  the 
battle  became  close  and  obstinate,  ('aptain  Tyrrel  being 
wounde<l,  was  obliged  to  leave  the  deck,  and  the  command 
devolved  on  his  tirst  lieutenant,  who  fell  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory. The  second  lieutenant  took  the  command,  and  finally 
silenced  the  enemy's  fire.  On  board  the  Florissant  one  bun- 
dred  and  eighty  men  were  slain,  and  three  hundred  wounded. 
She  was  so  much  disabled  in  her  hull,  that  she  could  hardly 
be  kept  afloat.  The  largest  frigate  received  equal  damage. 
The  Buckingham  had  seven  men  killed  and  seventeen  dan- 
g^eroosiy  wounded:  she  suffered  much  io  her  masts  and 
rigging,  which  was  the  only  circumstance  that  prevented  her 
from  adding  profit  to  glory,  by  making  prizes  of  the  French 
fleet  under  so  powerful  a  convoy. 

Daring  the  next  year  ocofmred  the  ^ture  of  Quebec,  by 
the  brave  general  Wfi^fe,  and  In  this  enterprise,  as  well  aa 
ni  Tarioos  others  against  the  French  iN^niei,  the  mrj  nohW 
supported  the  army,  although  the  enemy  were  now  too  weah* 
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at  sea  in  that  quarter  to  give  any  opportonHj  for  nml 
tinction  on  its  own  element. 

The  honour  of  the  Briti^  flag  was  effBCtmllj  naiiitamed 
by  the  galknt  admiral  Boicawen,  who  commaDded  in  tbe 
Mediterranean.  The  Fraidi  had  ancmbled  there  a  oonefcU 
erable  armamenti  under  the  oommaod  of  De  k  Ofaie^  whieh 
eome  belieTed  to  be  deettued  Air  Ammotkf  while  oChetm  eo»« 
jeotnred  that  it  was  dengned  to  reinfbroe  tlie  squadroD  at 
Brett,  and  to  eo-eperate  with  it  in  an  intended  neeeent  an 
the  Engltah  coast.  At  preient  De  la  Olne  continned  to  lie 
in  the  mrbonr  of  Toolon,  before  whidi  admiral  Boeenwen 
took  hie  station  with  fourteen  ships  of  the  line^  hfaidas  IK* 
gates  and  flreehips. 

Bosoawen,  haiing  in  rain  displayed  the  British  flag  in 
sight  of  Toulon,  and  tri^d  ererr  art  to  brin^  the  enenj  to 
an  engagement,  ordered  three  ships  of  the  Ime  to  adtnnee 
and  bum  two  French  vesseb  lying  dose  tothemontliof  tfca 
harbour.  The^  met  with  a  warm  reception  from  sovanl 
battcriesy  whicn  had  not  been  before  perodTcd;  and,  the 
wind  unfortunately  subdding  into  a  calm,  tber  snstainsd 
such  damage,  as  made  it  oouTenient  for  the  English  ad» 
miral  toput  into  Qibraltar  to  refit  hia  shattered  ships, 
De  la  Olue  seised  tins  opportunity  of  sailiw  in  hop« 


absence  of  the  English  fleet;  but  Boseawen  bad  pretienslr 
detached  two  frigates,  of  whieb  one  eraised  off  Malaga,  and 
tiie  other  horered  between  Bstepooa  and  the  futttem  cf 
Ceuta,  in  order  to  obserre  the  motions  of  the  enemj.  On 
the  iTthday  of  August,  the  Gibraltar  Mgirteaudetheamwd 
at  the  masthead  for  the  enemy  bebg  in  si^t}  upon  mikh 
the  Eoglish  admiral  put  to  sea.  At  day-light  he  daaorisi 
aeren  Ivge  ships,  part  of  De  la  Clue's  squadron,  from  whidh 
five  shifw  of  the  hne  and  three  frigates  had  been  Mparated 
inthenight  Hating  made  the  Mgoal  to  ehaec^  and  to  engage 
in  line  of  battle  ahead,  his  foramoet  ships  came  up  with  me 
rear  of  the  enemy  about  half-.nast  two.  The  admiral  him^ 
self  did  not  wait  to  return  the  fire  of  tl»  stemmoet,  Uik 
employed  every  effbrt  to  come  up  with  the  Ocean,  wlddi  De 
k  Clue  commanded  in  person;  and  about  four  o*oioek  he 
ran  athwart  her  hawse,  and  poured  into  her  albriona  hvsad* 
side,  which  was  rstumed  wita  equal  riracity .  THs  di^wts^ 
however,  was  not  of  long  continuaaoei  for  the  French  ad- 
miral being  wounded  in  the  engagement,  and  the  neat  ia 
oommand  perceiving  that  Bcecawen's  vesssl  had  knt  h«r 
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mi*?f^n-mast  and  topsaiUyards,  went  off  \\  ith  all  the  he 
could  carry.  Boscawen  shifte<l  his  flag  from  the  Naraur  to 
the  N'ewark,  and  joined  some  other  ships  in  attnekin^^  the 
Centaur,  which  w.is  oblii^ed  to  strike.  The  jmrvuit  Lmitinued 
Ski\  uiurht,  and  De  la  Clue,  finding  himself  at  day-break 
on  the  coast  of  Portugal,  detf^rminc<l  rather  to  burn  hh 
ships  than  allow  them  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 
When  he  reached  the  For t  u  r. ese  shore,  he  put  his  ship  undfT 
the  protection  of  Fort  Alniailana,  to  which  the  English  yiud 
BO  reeard.  He  himself  laiiiied  with  part  of  hi«*  men;  but 
the  Count  de  Came,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
O  cean,  having  receivt^  a  broadside  from  the  America,  «trnck 
his  coI')ur^^,  and  the  English  took  possession  of  this  noble 
prize,  dctfmed  tlie  bc>t  ^liip  in  the  French  navy.  Meanwhile 
captaiQ  Bentley  brought  (ifT  the  Temeraire,  little  damaged, 
and  havine^  on  board  all  her  officers  and  men;  while  rear- 
admiral  BrcMleric  burned  the  Redoubtable,  and  took  the 
Mode-:e.  The  scattered  remain"?  of  the  French  tlrrt  crot 
with  ilit^iculty  into  the  harbour  of  Catli/,  w  lierc  tl^ey  \n  er»' 
soon  after  blocked  up.  Nothing  wa.^  \\  anting  tu  complete 
the  ^r]orr  of  this  victorv ;  for  it  was  obtained  with  the  loss 
< it"  "inly  tifty-six  men  kille<i,  and  one  hundred  and  nioety-six 
woim  lud,  and  not  one  officer  was  lost  in  the  action. 

At'ter  the  memorable  naval  engriirement  off  Cape  Tjaens, 
the  French  met  with  a  disaster  by  land  efjually  ealaniitou^. 
The  important  battle  of  Minden  deprived  them  of  all  hopes 
of  again  getting  possession  of  Hanover,  or  of  putting  thtir 
affairs  in  such  a  situation  in  Germany  as  mi^ht  atford  them 
the  pro^}>ect  of  any  other  than  an  ignomiiiiuus  })eace.  They 
were  under  the  necessity,  thtrtifore,  of  trying  a  last  effort  on 
ao  element  which  had  been  ejktremely  un^tropitious  to  all 
thdr  designs.  Their  sole  hopes  now  centered  in  their  fleets 
at  Brest  and  Dunkirk,  of  which  the  former  was  blocked  up 
by  admiral  Hawke,  and  the  latter  by  commodore  Boyce. 
They  still,  expecteti,  however,  that  the  winter  storms  would 
compel  the  iinglish  fleets  to  take  refuge  in  their  own  har- 
bours, and  thus  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  cross  the  sea 
unopposed,  and  to  execute  the  obj^t  of  their  destination 
against  the  British  coasts.  In  this  expectation  they  were 
not  wholly  disappointed.  On  the  12th  of  October,  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which  gatherecl  into  an  irresistible  storm,  drove 
the  SnglLsh  squadrons  <jtV  the  1  'reiich  coast.  Thurot,  a  gal- 
lant French  adventurer,  availed  himself  of  this  accident  to 
obtain  his  release  from  Dankirk,  without  being  discovered 
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by  oommodm  Boyce,  who,  upon  die  ffni  inlbnMtkNi  of  kit 
de{MHrtaxe,  sailed  immediatelj  in  porsnit  of  bin;  bvt  Thvrol 
had  the  good  fortune  or  dexterity  to  elude  hie  YigSssoe,  hj 
entering  the  Dort  of  Qottenbnrg,  in  Swedeii»  whm  be  wee 
laid  up  till  after  Christmaa  by  tbe  sereritj  of  tbe  vcelber» 
and  waoik  of  noeeMariea  to  enable  bia  abipe  and  omb  to  bei|p 
tbe  seas. 

Admiral  Hawke^a  aqoadron  bad  taken  refuge,  during 
violenoe  of  tbe  itonn,  m  tbe  barbonr  of  Torbey.  Wben  ila 
farj  hegan  to  8abside»  Uie  Freneb  admiral  Confiaoi»  per- 
ceiving  no  enemy  on  tbe  ooatt,  immediately  mit  to  tea.  mI 
tbe  same  day  tbai  be  sailed  from  Brest»tl!e  EogUsb  admiral 
saOed  fiom  Torbay.  Tbe  two  sqoadrooa  were  tbe<mott 
powerful  of  any  employed  in  tbe  coarse  of  tbe  war»  aad  wer- 
tby  to  be  intrusted  witb  tbe  fate  of  tbe  two  leading  kixsdeM 
in  Burope.  Tbeir  forces  were  nearly  equal;  toe  nglub 
belngt  by  some  vessels,  more  numerous*  but  baring  no  sup#> 
riority  in  number  of  men  or  weigbt  of  metal. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke  dnreotedbtt  oonrse  for  QoiberoD  Bar, 
on  tbe  coast  of  BretMrne^  wbidi  be  oonjeotuied  would  be  tbe 
rendezTona  of  tbe  French  squadron.  But  bare  Ibitaae 
opposed  bis  well -concerted  measures;  for  a  strong  g«]« 
sprung  up  in  an  easterly  point,  and  diove  tbe  English  dsst 
a  great  way  to  tbe  westward;  at  leng^,  however,  the  wea> 
tbir  became  more  favourable,  and  carried  tbem  in  cfireeUj 
to  the  shore.  The  Maidstone  and  Coventry  fritgaiei,  wlo 
bad  orders  to  keep  ahead  of  the  squadron,  discovered  *>>e 
enemy's  fleet  in  the  morning  of  the  20tb  of  November.  I  j 
were  bearing  to  the  northward  between  tbe  island  of  Belle- 
isle  and  tbe  main  land  of  France.  Sir  Edward  Hawkc 
threw  out  a  signal  for  «^cven  <  >f  his  ships,  tbat  were  ncanrt, 
to  cbase^in  order  to  detain  the  French  fleet  until  tbe;  them- 
selves could  be  reinforced  with  the  rest  of  the  souadrsai 
which  were  ordered  to  form  into  a  line  of  battle  aiiead,  as 
ftiej  chased,  tbat  no  time  might  be  lost  in  the  pursail. 
These  mancBuvros  indicated  the  utmost  reaohitioo  ariil  mtn* 
pidity ;  for  at  tbia  time  tbe  wavea  rolled  mountains  bigi^tbs 
weatlier  grew  more  and  more  tempestuous,  and  the  sea,  oq 
this  treoimerous  coast,  was  indented  with  sands  and  shoil!, 
shallows  and  rocks,  as  unknown  to  tbe  Enfrli^h  pilots  as  th«T 
were  familiar  to  those  of  tbe  enemy.  But  8ir  Edi^trd 
Hawke  disregarded  every  danger  and  obstacle  that  stood  ia 
tbe  way  of  his  obtaining  the  important  italic  which  cow 
depended*   De  Conflana  might  have  hftatnlttd  a  lair  biltie 
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Mt]i0O|m  MS,  Without  tilt  tmimtetioii  of  tei^  but  ho 
iboagbt  proper  to  attempt  a  more  artful  gmiB,  whicb»  how- 
trer,ii6  did  not  pkj  with  the  addrem  whiefa  hie  ntoatiofli 
required.  Aa  he  was  unwiUing  to  risk  a  fair  engagemeotf 
he  ooold  have  no  other  view  but  to  draw  the  English  squadvoo 
amoi^  the  roelcs  and  shoals,  ia  order  that  at  a  proDer  time 
he  might  talse  advantage  of  aoj  disaster  that  befell  them; 
htttyflactuating  between  a  resolntion  to  Ught  and  an  inelina* 
tioD  to  fly,  he  allowed  the  British  ships  to  come  np  with  him, 
and  then  orowded  his  sail  when  it  was  too  bte  to  escape.  At 

hatf  so  hour  alter  two»  the  Tan  of  the  £  i^b'^  ^ 
eogagement  with  the  rear  of  the  ^nemj.   The  Formidable^ 

eoaaianded  bj  the  French  rear-admiral.  Do  Verger,  bo* 
haTcd  with  vnoommon  resolution,  and  retomed  many  broad- 
lides  poured  into  her  by  the  English  ships  as  they  passed  to 
bear  down  on  the  ran  of  the  French.  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
reserved  his  fire,  and  ordmd  his  master  to  carrr  him  abnff- 
nde  the  French  admiral.  The  pilot  observed,  tnat  he  oonld 
not  obey  lus  orders^  without  the  meet  immiDeiit  risk  of  run- 
atng  upon  a  shoal.  The  brare  admiral  replied,  ^  You  have 
done  your  duty  in  pointing  out  the  danger  |  you  now  are  to 
obey  my  commands, and  lay  me  alongside  Uie  Soleil  Royal.** 
Wlule  the  pilot  was  preparing  to  gratify  his  desire^  the 
Tbesse^a  French  ship  of  serenty  gpons,  generously  interposed 
itself  between  the  two  admirals,  and  received  the  fire  which 
Hawke  had  destined  for  a  greater  occasion.  In  returning 
this  fire,  the  Thesee  found^ed,  in  consequence  of  a  high  sen 
tliat  entered  her  lower'^eck  ports :  the  Boperbe  shared  the 
ume  fate;  the  Heros  struck  her  colours;  and  the  Formid* 
able  did  the  same,  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  Darkness 
coming  oo,  the  enemy  fled  towards  their  own  ooast.  Seven 
sleps  of  the  line  hove  their  guns  overboard,  and  took  refngo 
in  the  riret  Villaine:  about  as  many  more,  in  a  most  shat- 
tered and  miserable  condition»  escaped  to  other  ports.  The 
wind  blowing  with  redoubled  violence  on  a  lee  shore,  Sir 
Edward  made  the  signal  for  anchoring  to  the  westward  of 
the  small  island  Dumet,  wbr  rr  he  continued  all  n^pht  in  • 
very  dangerous  riding,  continually  alarmed  ^  v  heanng  guns 
of  distress.  When  morning  appeared,  he  found  the  French 
admiral  had  run  his  ship  on  shore,  where  she  was  soon  after 
let  on  fire  by  her  own  men.  Thus  concluded  this  memcr* 
Able  action,  in  which  the  English  sustained  little  loss  but 
what  was  occasioned  by  the  weather.  The  Essex  and  Be* 
aekition  unfortunately  ran  on  a  sand-bank,  where  they  wero 
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Ioit»  in  nnta  of  all  tlie  aaaistenoe  tbat  could  bo  gifsn;  M 
most  of  toeir  meoyand  some  port  of  tlieir  stores  taTsd. 
In  the  whole  fleet,  no  more  tnan  one  lieatenant  and  dnrtf- 
nine  seamen  and  marine^  were  killed^  and  two  hnndred  ssd 
two  wonnded.  The  loss  of  the  Froich  bi  men  mvst  haie 
been  nrodu^ons.  All  the  oficers  on  board  the  FonnidsUs 
were  IciUed  before  jhe  stmck*  They  had,  besidea,  fiMir  ef 
the  best  ships  in  their  navj  destroyed,  one  taken,  and  ths 
whole  of  then*  annanient,thelast  hopeof  the  Frenehmarini^ 
shattered  and  disarmed* 
It  would  be  Qigopt  to  pass  over  a  etrcmnstanee  wlidb 


__l 

»  1 

HUM 

and  most  ablj  aided  the  trwxm  of  General  WoUb^  happsmd 
to  arrive  ftwn  his  glorions  Quebec  expedition  a  little  ate 
Hawke  had  sailed.  Notwithstanding  the  leneth  of  the  t<^ 
age^  and  the  severity  of  the  duty  in  which  he  had  been  lo 
long  employed,  he  lost  not  a  moment  in  setting  sail,  witk  » 
view  to  partake  the  danger  and  honour  of  the  j^roachio^ 
engagement.  Fortune  did  not  favour  the  generosity  of  ka 
intentions.  He  was  too  late  to  yive  asaistance;  but  sodis 
re0olntion  was  itself  eaual  to  a  victory. 

The  events  above  related  compose  the  principal  operationc 
of  the  British  navy  during  the  present  year.  But  banto 
the  actions  of  whole  squadrons,  there  were  a  great  naif 
captures  made  by  single  ships,  attended  with  dreuaatsaeii 


Fewer  endoits  were  achieved  at  sea  in  1760,  thnn  -rt 
reoorded  in  the  memoirs  of  the  preceding  year«   The  Brtivh 
navy  at  this  time  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  sbipi 
of  tne  line,  besides  frigates,  fire-ships,  doope,  bomtHi  ssd 
tenders.    Of  these  capital  ships,  seventeen  ^^  ere  stationed  io 
the  East  Indies,  twen^  for  the  defence  of  the  West  Isdis 
islands,  twelve  in  Korth  America,  ten  in  the  Mediterraoeili 
and  sixty-one  eitfier  on  the  coast  of  France,  in  the  harbosn 
of  fingland,  or  cruising  in  the  English  seas  for  the  protec* 
tion  of  commerce.    Ckmndering  these  mighty  prepantioa^ 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  return  of  the  little  squam*on  con* 
manded  by  Thurot  (which,  as  has  already  been  meotk>D«i» 
had  Ukiuk  refuge  the  preceding  year  in  the  harbour  of  Oct* 
tenbuiv  in  Sweden)  should  nave  caused  a  general  a^^^ 
over  this  three  kingdoms.    This  inconsiderable  snsa^"^'^^ 
originally  consisted  of  five  frigates,  on  board  of  which  vore 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  land-aoldien.  Thi; 
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had  sailed  from  Gotten fuirg  to  Bergen  in  Norway,  antl  dur- 
ing that  voyage  had  su tiered  so  much  hv  storms,  that  they 
werr^  oMiired  to  send  back  one  of  their  lar'jo?t  vessels  to 
France.  It  wa-  not  till  the  5th  of  December  that  they  wero 
able  to  sail  direc  t ly  tor  the  place  of  their  destination,  which 
vraLs  the  northern  coa,st  of  Irelanr].  Tn  this  voyaui'  tlieir  ill 
fortune  coDtiuued  to  pursue  thein.  For  near  three  months, 
the?  were  obliged  to  ply  oft"  ami  un,  among  the  Western  Tsles 
of  Scotland,  liuring  which  time  they  suffered  every  hard-hl]) : 
their  men  thinned  and  disheartened,  suffering'-  by  t'amine  and 
disease,  one  ship  irrecoverably  lost,  and  the  remaiinnt:  thrive 
10  shattered,  that  they  were  obliged  to  put  intn  tlie  Isle  of 
IIaj.  Here  tliis  enterpri^sing  adventurer,  though  oj^jires^L-ii 
with  misfortune,  and  steeled  by  such  hardships  as  too  often 
e\rin^'uish  CTery  generous  principle  of  humanity,  behaved 
with  the  utmost  justice  and  moderation,  pajin^^  lian^l'^omely 
tor  the  cattle  and  provij^ions  which  he  had  eeeasion  to 
we,  and  treating  the  natives  with  unusual  oourtesjf  and 
lODdness. 

As  soon  a.s  the  weather  pi-rmitted,  Thurot  quitted  this 
island,  and  pursued  his  destination  to  the  Bay  of  Carrick- 
ferfcTus  in  Ireland,  where,  on  the  21st  of  February,  he  el?'**ctcd 
a  <l<»scent  with  six;  hundred  men.  They  advanced  without 
opposition  to  tho  town,  which  they  foun^l  as  well  guarded  as 
the  nature  of  the  place,  whiclj  was  uiitirely  open,  and  the 
circuuistances  of  colonel  Jennings,  who  commanded  only  four 
companies  of  raw  and  undisciplincil  men,  would  allow.  A 
vigorous  defence  was  made,  until  the  ammunition  of  the 
EDtrli>h  failed;  and  then  colonel  Jennings  retired  to  the 
castle  of  Carrickfergus,  which,  however,  was  in  all  respects 
antenable,  being  unpruvidtnl  in  provisions  and  ammunition, 
and  having  a  breach  in  the  wall  of  nearly  fifty  feet  wide: 
nevertlu  lu^-,  tliey  repulsed  the  assailants  in  their  first  attack. 
Laving  supplied  the  want  of  shot  with  stones  and  rubbish. 
At  length  the  colonel  surrendered,  on  condititm  that  his 
iriKi|i<  should  be  ransomed  by  exchanging  them  for  an  equal 
number  of  French  prisoners;  that  the  castle  of  Carrickfer- 
Kus  should  not  be  demolished,  nor  the  town  burneii  or  jdun- 
dcre<h  rhur(jt,  having"  by  this  time  got  notice  of  the  defeat 
of  Uuntian  ^  L-xpedition,  and  hearing  that  a  coiisiderable  body 
of  regular  troops  were  assemble<l  and  preparing  to  march 
to  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Carrickfcrgus,  em- 
barked, and  ijet  >ail  for  France,  after  gaining  great  reputa- 
tion iiy  thd  ej^pioits  of  a  squadron^  which  deserves  to  he 
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€<»Dflidered  as  little  bettor  than  m  wreck  of  the  grand  CDtor- 

pri^  against  the  British  ooasts. 

But  thb  gallant  adreoturw  had  not  left  tho  Baj  €ff  Oar* 
rickfArgUB  manjhourif  when  be  peroeiTedy  near  the  coa-t  of 
the  Isle  of  Man,  three  sail  that  bore  down  on  him.  Xhoao 
were  English  frigates,  the  JBoIius  of  thirty-six  gimSy  corn- 
manded  bj  oaptain  Elliot,  the  Pallas  and  Brilliant^  emdi  d 
thirty-two  gnns,  under  the  command  of  captains  Clerv^nts 
and  Logie,  who  had  been  despatched  bj  the  duke  of  Bed- 
fordf  lord*lieu tenant  of  Ireland^.  In  quest  of  the  Freech 
•qoadron .    At  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  FebrumrT, 
captain  Elliot  caaio  op  with  the  Belieisle,  commanded  by 
Thuroti  which  was  snperier  to  the  ^olius  in  strength  of 
meoy  number  of  gnns,  and  weight  of  metal}  baft  boUi  ahip 
and  men  were  in  a  bad  condition.    The  engagement  waa 
hardly  begaD»  when  the  Pallas  and  Brilliant  attacked  the 
othar  two  ships  of  the  enemy.    The  action  was  maintained 
with  ^reat  spirit  on  both  sides  for  an  hour  and  a  bal4  when 
captain  Elliot's  lieutenant  boarded  the  Belleisle,  who  imme* 
diately  struck  her  colours,  the  gallant  Thnrot  hnring  fallen 
in  the  action.    The  English  took  possession  of  their  prises, 
and  conveyed  them  into  the  Bay  of  Ramsay,  in  the  isle  of 
Man.   In  this  engagement,  three  hundred*  of  the  Flinch 
were  slain,  or  disabled;  whereas,  our  loss  did  not  exceed 
forty  killed  and  wounded .    The  name  of  Thurot  had  becoai€ 
so  terrible  to  all  the  seaports  of  Britain  and  Irdiand,  that 
the  service  performed  on  this  occasion  was  deemed  essential 
to  the  quiet  and  security  of  these  kingdoms.    The  thanks  ef 
the  house  of  commons  of  Ireland  were  voted  to  the  c<mquer« 
ors  of  Thurot,  as  well  as  to  lieutenant-colonel  Jennings,  the 
commanding  officer  at  Carrickfergus ;  and  the  defeat  ax>d 
capture  of  this  petty  squadron  was  celebrated  \^  ith  the  most 
hearty  and  universal  rejoicings.    Such  was  the  fate  of  the 
last  branch  of  the  grand  armament,  which  had  so  long  hmm 
the  hope  of  France  and  the  terror  of  Great  Britain. 

While  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  still  prospered  in  every 
effort  tending  to  the  real  interests  of  the  nation,  an  event 
happened,  which,  for  a  short  time,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
public  from  warlike  enterprises.  This  Wii5  ihf>  death  of 
Icing  George  TI.,  on  the  liyth  of  October,  in  the  thirty-th^rrl 
year  of  his  roicrn,  and  the  seventy-seventh  nf  hh  age.  The 
immei'linti.'  rrm^p  nf  his  tlfath  was  a  ruplitrr  in  the  substfliBce 
of  thf  right  ventricle ot  the  heart.  His  fkat  h  was  n^nriost  instan- 

taneuusy  and  the  ruptiu*e  occurred  without  any  apparent  oauie* 
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The  ■ecoMicm  of  George  III.  to  the  throne  of  his  grand* 
Iklfaer,  ^  Bot  prodoee  mj  immdiate  ehaoge  in  the  politico 
mf  the  gof emiMBly  aor  m  tho  furtam  d  the  war.  Tho 
Fraich  oATal  power  w«i  lo  WMhoned  in  erery  qoarter,  th&t 
BO  eiiemj  of  oooMqneiioo  preeeotod  kaelf  to  o«r  fleetSi  who 
Mw§gi  tlie  leta  almoet  nnoppoeed* 

A  ipirit  of  eotemiac^ »  oooegioainflii  of  avperiority,  and 
»  ceotompt  of  the  Freadh,  leem  to  haTo  been  oonuDimioated 
to  tib  acaaert  iaaiNn  of  Gna  Britaiii  at  thii  period.  At 
an  eiampley  the  hrairerT  of  fltro  Lrkhnieo  and  a  boy^  beioag* 
mg  to  tDo  erew  of  a  hi»  ftom  Waterlbrd,  has  beea  mnoh 
eeiebrrted.  Tfao  ship,  ui  har  reliini  from  Bilboa,  bmng 
takaa  hj  a  Franeh  prirstesr  ^  Ushant,  tlie  oapcors  ro- 
■oved  all  tlia  hands  but  these  fivavieo  and  «  boj^  whowero 
left  to  aariflt  nine  Frenehmen  in  nftF^atiiig  tho  vessel. 
These  daring  Bibemiaiis  Immeduitely  fbraed  aplaa  oif  lo- 


Frsach  nariners  hmng  below  deck,  three  aloft  among  the 
rigging,  one  at  the  hda^  and  another  waUong  tho  deoi^ 
Brian,  who  bended  the  enterprise^  tripped  no  tne  heeb  <^ 
the  Frenoh  steersman,  seiied  his  pistol,  and  msobmed  it  at 
Iwnwlio  walked  tlie  deeki  hot,  missing  the  mark,  he  kooeked 
kuB  down  with  tho  bittUend  of  the  pieoe.  At  tho  samotmio 
hsilooinjf  to  hie  oonMemtee  below,  thej  assailed  the  enemy 
with  their  bfoad^swoids,  andt  soon  oompelling  them  to  enl^- 
■k,eamo  upon  daek,  and  shut  the  hatebes.  Thelrishbei^ 
low  in  poisession  of  the  qoarter-deek,  the  Freneh  whowero 
shift  eaUed  fbr  qnart^,  and  eorrendered  withont  oppoaitioD. 
Ai  neither  Brian  nor  any  of  his  aieocmtes  oooid  read  or 
vfitab  or  know  the  hast  principle  of  navigation,  thej  steered 
Ike  northward  at  nventnrs^  and  the  first  land  tfaej  made 
was  the  nei^bonrhoodof  Tooghall  in  theooontr  of  Cork. 

The  parliament,  whieh  imombied  the  iMi  of  November, 
1760^  had  voted  soveaW  thogsssid  seamen  for  tho  eervioe  of 
theensning  7ear,inelami^  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fiftj«£ro  marinei,  and  a  som  not  exeeeding  four  pounds 
meothlyper  man  for  their  maintonanee,  tho  whole  amount- 
ing to  jM^640,000.  No  material  akerntion  was  made  in 
the  ^spontion  of  the  several  s^nadroos  whieh  oonetltiited 
lbs  nary  of  Great  Britain.  That  sn  the  Bay  of  Qoiberon 
«m  oommandid  bv  Bhr  Bdwaid  Hawke  and  Sir  Ohariea 
Harc^.   Admbal  Sminders  WW  statkwed  in  tho  Mediter* 
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ranean.  The  rear-admirals  Stevens  and  Cornish  command- 
ed in  the  East  Indies,  rear-admiral  IIoline«  at  Jamaica,  Sir 
James  Douglas  at  the  Leeward  T«lfiTi(]>,  an  J  lord  Colville 
at  Halifax  in  Nova  Sc'^tia.  Besides  thcM ,  single  ^pt 
crui*i<^fl  in  different  parts  in  order  to  protect  the  British 
TTK-rcliantmen,  and  «c^uadroiiB  were  oocAfiiofiaiJj  eqpi^fed 
tinder  various  commanders. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  events  of  this  period,  wat 
the  reduction  of  the  French  island  Belleisle,  whidiy  ft 
gallant  and  persevering  defence,  under  its  brave  governor, 
De  la  Croix,  surrendmd  in  Jane  1701,  to  the  EqgiA 
under  general  Hodgson  and  admiral  Keppel. 

Among  individual  instances  of  naval  enterpriae»  WBtusj 
notice  the  following,  which  confer  the  highest  noooi^  on  IM 
British  flag.  Oi^itean  Elphinstone,  of  the  Ricbmoiid  ikq{alt^ 
of  thirty^two  guns  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  ala> 
tioned  on  the  coast  of  Flanders,  beii^  inioniied  that  a 
French  frigate  called  the  Fdkite  had  made  A  prne  ct  aa 
English  naerchantman,  aaikd  in  queat  of  the  enenj;  aad 
coming  in  sight  of  her,  about  eleven  at  night  on  the  2M,  a 
Bcrere  engagement  began  next  daj,  about  ten  in  the  Bom* 
ingy  near  Qravetland,  which  is  hut  eight  mtka  distaat  6cm 
the  Hague.  The  YidnitT  of  the  place  induced  the  youoff 
prince  of  Orange,  as  wdl  as  the  ambawadcwrs  of  England 
and  France  to  set  out,  in  order  to  riew  the  combat,  in  the 
issue  of  which,  as  the  ships  were  exactly  of  equal  lurci,  tbs 
honour  ol  the  two  nations  was  materiallv  interested.  Abt^ut 
noon  both  ships  ran  ashore,  alongside  of  each  other;  arid  i:. 
this  situatiiin  tlie  tiu'ht  continued  witli  great  obstinacv,  till 
the  French  abandoned  tlieir  quarters,  their  ship  }  >eing  much 
damaged,  the  captain  slain,  and  above  one  iumired  men 
killed  ov  \vounded.  The  Richmond  soon  tloaled,  ^^  itbout 
sustaining  anv  considerable  hurt,  havinij  obtained  the  vio- 
torv  at  the  expcTise  of  three  inen  kiUed,  and  thirteen  wounds. 

taptain  Hood,  commanding  the  Minerva  frigate  of 
thirty-two  guns  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  cruising 
in  the  channel,  descried  a  large  ship  of  two  decks.  Thii 
was  the  Warwick  of  sixty  guns  taken  from  the  English,  the 
most  boasted  capture  the  enemy  had  made  in  the  course  of 
the  war.  She  had  formerly  carried  sixty,  but  waa  aov 
mounted  with  only  thirty-six  guns,  commanded  by  de  Bel^. 
Her  crew  amounted  to  about  three  hundred  men^  tnelndiiig 
a  company  of  soldiers,  intended  as  a  reinforcement  to  ti» 
garrison  of  Pondicherry«   Notwithstandinghw  aupcdoritj^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


uioir  or  oBOftOB  iii» 


819 


aptem  Hood  gavo  diMe»  and  cmbo  up  with  her  it  twent  j 
aunotet  past  ten.  His  attack  was  warmly  returned;  tlie 
fin  00  both  stdoB  was  terrible.  Several  masts  of  both  shipo 
wm  shot  awa^y  and  they  fell  fool  of  ooo  another,  while  the 

sea  ran  very  high ;  so  that  the  crews  were  greatly  encum- 
bered  by  their  broken  maats  and  shattered  rifling.  The 
h%h  tea  aeparated  tbeoit  and  the  Warwick  fell  to  the  lee- 
wanL  About  a  quarter  after  eleven,  the  Minerva  s  bow* 
iprit  was  carried  away,  and  the  foremast  soon  followed  it. 
Tim  misfortooe  made  captain  Hood  almost  despair  of  com- 
log  op  with  the  enemy,  wno  had  g^t  three  leases  to  leeward* 
However,  he  cleared  his  ship  with  great  activity,  and,  beer- 
igg  down,  renewed  the  attack  aboat  four  o'clock.  In  three 
quarters  of  an  hoar  the  enemy  itmck,  having  thirteen  men 
hfllad,  and  thirty-ftve  wonnded.  The  loss  of  men  was  equal 
on  board  the  Minerva,  and  all  her  masts  were  destroyed: 
nererthele^  her  prise  was  conveyed  in  triumph  to  Spithead. 

These  captures  were  preludes  to  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able actiona  that  distinguished  the  whole  war.  On  the  iOth 
of  August,  captain  Faulkner,  of  the  Bellona,  a  ship  of  the 
Hoc,  and  captain  Logie,  of  the  Brilliant,  a  frigate  of  thirty 
guns,  sailed  from  the  river  Tagus  for  England,  and,  on  the 
i4th,  discovered  three  sail  standing  in  for  the  land,  one  of 
thnn  a  line  of  battle,  and  two  frigate« .  These  vessels  had  no 
sooner  de^^ried  captain  Faulkner,  than  they  bore  down  upon 
him  until  within  the  distance  of  seven  miles,  when,  sedbog 
the  Bellona  and  the  Brilliant  through  the  magnifying  me- 
dium of  a  hazy  atmosphere,  they  concluded  they  were  both 
two-decked  ships,  and,  dreading  the  issue  of  an  engagement, 
reiolved  to  avoid  it  by  flight.  The  English  captains,  judg- 
hi-z  them  to  be  onemies  bv  their  crowding  sail  to  escape, 
i:n:r,ediately  gave  chase,  which  continued  all  night.  At  five 
in  the  morning,  they  approached  ?o  near  as  to  discern  the 
Conracreux,  a  seventy-fonr  gun  slilp,  and  two  frigate?  of 
thirty-six  iriins,  the  Malicieuse  and  the  iiermione.  The 
French  captain  now  perceived  that  one  of  the  Enu^lish 
vessels  %%  a^  a  fri;jate:  and  the  Btdluna,  beincr  one  of  tho 
best  conetr\icte<l  sliips  in  the  EriL''Hsh  navy,  lay  so  flush  in 
the  water,  that  she  ajijicared  at  a  distance  considerably 
imalier  than  «he  reallv  was.  The  Frenchman,  therefore, 
no  lonL'"er  fleclined  the  engagement,  hut  hoiJ^tod  a  red  ensi^'-n 
in  the  mizeu-shrouds  as  a  signal  fur  hi?  two  frigates  to  close 
^\ith  and  attack  the  Brilliant.  At  the  same  time  he  took 
in  hia  staddiDg*«ails»  woro  thip»  and  stood  for  the  Belioaa, 
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while  captain  Faulkner  advanced  with  an  easy  sail,  manned 
his  qiifirtcrs,  and  made  everj  Deoesaarj  dii^KMUlim  for  mm 

6n^"'>y^einent. 

Both  commamkrs  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  inea^iurt-  t^  \r 
streng'th  and  aliilities.    The  wind  wa<?  er»ntle,  the  seacaim; 
the  ships  were  of  equal  rates,  their  guns  anfl  weiijrht  ef  mttai 
the  same.     The  Courageux  had  sevpn  lmn<lred  men;  the 
Beiluna  five  hundred  and  tifty.     While  the  vessels  came  op 
with  each  other,  the  fire  was  suspended  on  l  oth  <^ide^  till 
they  were  within  pistol-shot.     The  engag^t  i-  i;t  then  be- 
gan with  a  fire  of  muskets  and  art  ilk  nt*.    In  ■      than  ten 
minutes  all  the  Btlluna's  braees,  shrouds,  and  rigcrinif,  were 
shattered,  and  her  inizen-mast  went  hy  t!ie  i'M-ml.  with  the 
men  on  the  round  top,  who  saved  tlieir  li\  •>  with  much 
difficulty,  by  clambering  into   th«'  ])ort-]ini.-  Captain 
Faulkner,  apprehensive  that  the  ont  iuy  wouM  -rize  the  ^y\^ 
porliinity  of  his  being  disabled,  Xo  shf»er  off,  Lr.n  i-  orders  for 
immediate  hoardinur^  but  the  Courageux,  by  fallui'j"  athwart 
the  I'ONv  of  her  enemy,  rendered  this  imprfictienble.    in  this 
position  the  English  ship  miyrht  be  raketl  fore  and  aft  with 
great  execution.    The  haul-yards,  and  most  of  thp  other 
ropes  by  which  she  could  be  worke<l,  were  already  shot 
away.    But  captain  Faulkner  made  use  of  th^*  *tuddin>r- 
m\h  with  such  dexterity  as  to  wear  the  ship  quite  round; 
and  his  officers  and  men  pereeivinLT  tliis  ehan-j^*^  »>f  position, 
flew  to  the  truns  on  the  other  side,  now  opj>o»tHl  ii»  the  enemy, 
from  whicii  they  poured  a  terrible  discharge,  which  eon- 
tinued  twenty  minutes  witli  out  intermission  or  abatomf»T?t 
The  tire  became  so  intolerable  that  theFrwich  haulai  down 
their  ensio^n,  and  called  for  (juarter.    The  damage  done  to 
the  rigginir  <)f  the  Hellona  was  c^'ii^idei  aMp:  but  she  had 
•uffered  viry  little  in  tlie  luill,  and  the  numi'cr  «>f  the  kdUxl 
and  wounded  did  not  exceed  ftirty.    The  Courageui,  on  tbt^ 
other  hand,  appeared  like  a  wre<  k  on  the  water.  Kothipg 
Wcks  heen  but  her  fore-mast  and  bowsprit;  her  dcxk?  utr^ 
torn  up  in  sevi-ral  jjlaocs,  and  large  breaches  wero  made  in 
her  sides.    Above  two  hundred  and  twentv  of  h<  r  men  wer? 

m 

killed,  and  half  that  number  of  wounded  w  ere  brought  oo 
abore  at  Lislion,  to  w  hich  place  the  prize  was  conveyed. 

During  the  aetinn  butw^een  the  larger shipi, captain  L<»kriv 
of  the  Brilliant  had  displayed  the  most  signal  courage  and 
address.  He  could  not  attempt  to  Ixiard,  or  #^\ppct  to  m.^U* 
rme  of  two  ships,  each  of  which  was  ut  equal  strength  with 
is  owo.    But  he  90  managed  Ids  attack  and  deleooe  as  to 
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kmp  the  two  French  frigmm  ocmttinitBj  mnplojed^  aod  to 
prevent  eitiMr  of  them  m>m  giving  the  smallest  antitaiioe 
tm  tkm  Gourtgeiix.    Finally,  he  obliged  them  both  to  sheer 
tM,  aad  to  consnlt  their  safe^  by  flight,  aftflr  they  had 
ftfcd  eowidmblj  m  their  ntits  aod  r^^ging. 

A  new  turn  wis  now  given  to  the  war,  whieh  the  more 
dear-sighted  of  our  politaeuuia  bad  anticipated.  Spain  bound 
to  France  by  the  family  compact  between  their  kings,  jealous 
of  the  momdm^  of  England,  and  afhud  of  looog  her 
eoloiiiml  poss^inone,  waited  only  a  favoarable  opportnnitj 
to  throw  her  weight  into  the  scale  in  favour  of  France, 
whoae  every  art  was  now  plied  to  induce  her  to  throw  off 
the  mask.  Mr  Pitt  foreseeng  this,  urged  an  open  wir  be- 
fore the  Spanish  completed  their  plans ;  but  his  eonriBels  were 
ftot  listened  to,  and  he  resigned  his  office  in  the  ministry, 

Spain  having  gained  her  object  in  a  short  delay,  became 
at  length  insolent  and  unbearable,  and  war  was  declared 
early  in  1762,  a  war  in  which  the  bad  success  of  that  coun* 
try,  was  only  equalled  by  the  bad  faith  which  preceded  it. 

The  British  nation  was  unusually  roused — parliament 
granted  ample  supplies — Martinico,  an  island  of  much  im- 
portance to  France,  fell,  after  a  desperate  resistance,  into 
the  power  of  the  English  oodsr  genend  Monkton  and 

admirnl  Rnrlnrv, 

In  tlie  lu  i;^^]it  of  their  presumption,  the  French  ami  Span- 
i«h  raonarclis  utttmpted  to  dictnte  t<i  the  King"  of  Portugal, 
and  to  c»>Tn[^('l  hiin  to  join  in  tlio  league  agiiinst  Britain. 
The  Portuguese,  however,  preferred  remaining  f.r.tliful  to 
their  ancient  nllv ;  }>Tit,  the  kingdom  being  thtn  in  a  very 
feeble  and  distracted  state,  \\  ri^  (juite  unable  to  face  her  ene- 
mies alone.  'Die  aid  of  :i  }>ri!U]]  armj^  however^  efieotuaily 
enabled  her  to  set  them  at  detiaiice. 

While  the  Kn^rli'^h  troops  were  employed  in  takinur  posses- 
sion of  Martinico  and  the  dependent  i?;lnnds,  a  Freiu  h  flpet 
appeared  to  windward  of  the  former,  and  ^ont  an  othcer  nn 
•bore  to  obtain  infV.rination.  Admiral  liodnev,  hting  in. 
formeti  of  their  an  ival,  u;ot  under  sail  with  his  5=(juadro!i, 
aod  beat  up  to  wiinhvard  in  quest  of  the  enemy;  thev  did 
not  wait  his  apji roach,  but  made  h.^«to  to  takf  refuge  in 
their  own  harbours.  While  Uodiuy's  lieet  commanded  the 
Carihhee*?,  kird  Oolville's  squadron  wa?*  stationed  at  liali- 
fhx  in  Nova  vScotia,  in  order  to  protect  tlio  oast  ot  North 
America,  and  the  tipw  cnnqno«ts  in  the  gulf  and  river  of  8t. 

Wwrence.    tiir  Uharies  j^iaundera  waa  reinforced  in  such  a 
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manner  as  enabled  him  to  give  law  in  the  Mediterritiaan^ 
and  either  to  prevent  a  junction  of  the  French  and  Spaiji-.h 
fleets,  or,  if  that  should  be  found  impracticable,  to  ^ve  them 
hatlle  when  joined.  For  the  defence  of  the  British  coas^t, 
anil  ill  order  to  answer  the  emergeiit  ii  s  of  war,  apowcriui 
s<{n;nlroii  was  kept  in  readiness  at  Spltln  a.l :  ;inother  rode  at 
anchor  in  the  Downs,  under  thecomuiaiui  «f  admiral  Moort- ; 
and  from  those  two  were  occasionallT  detached  iniu  tbe 
channel,  and  all  round  the  ibland,  a  nun  [her  of  light  crui«- 
ers,  which  acted  with  such  vigilance  auJ  activity,  that  nut  a 
ship  couM  venture  from  any  of  the  French  st:a  p  >rts  without 
running  the  uio^t  imminent  risk  of  being  taken  ;  and  scarcelj 
a  day  passed  in  w  hich  some  privateer  of  the  enemj,  either 
Frencii  ur  Spa.uish^  waa  not  brought  into  the  harbours  of 
Great  Britain. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  fleet  was  under  the  direction  oi 
rt-ar-aduiiral  Cornish,  admiral  Pocock,  w  hu  Li^i  ac()uir«<l 
so  much  glory  there,  being  called  to  a  more  dang-er- 
ous  and  important  command.  The  whole  of  the>e  f-qua- 
dnins,  coiuLincl  N\  ith  detached  cruisf-r?  in  different  iiaLTT-, 
auiounted  to  more  than  two  hundred  and  forty  ships  of  B;*r, 
a  force  which,  considering  the  disciplined  valour  and  navivl 
experience  of  our  seamen,  was  fit  to  contend  agauu>i 
united  maritime  strength  of  the  whole  world. 

The  rupture  with  Spain  brought  on  an  attempt  ag^dr^t 
the  Spanish  West  Indies.  This  succeeded,  but  not  without 
difficulties,  and  after  overpowering  a  brave  resL»taoce,  m 
effecting  the  important  capture  of  Uavannah. 

The  fleet  destined  to  extend  the  British  empire  in  the 
west,  sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  5tfa  of  March,  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Pocock,  whose  valour  and  coodoct 
had  contributed  so  much  towards  that  sovereignty  which 
his  country  possessed  in  the  East  Indies.  Tbej  sailed  for 
the  island  of  His|»nio]a,  where  they  were  met  by  a  detach- 
ment fh>m  the  fle^  at  the  Oarihhea,  tinder  the  command  of 
Sir  Jamea  Douglas.  The  anited  sooadroiis  consisted  of 
nineteen  sail  of  the  line,  eighteen  amaikr  ships  of  war,  and 
about  one  hundred  and  ftily  ttiiiq>orts,  having  on  bosrd 
above  ten  thousand  land  forces  and  marines. 

In  this  eiqiedition,  the  ^irit,  unanimity,  and  perseveraoet 
of  the  army  and  navy  were  eminently  oonmouous.  Never, 
indeed,  was  diere  a  period  of  aneh  eotdiai  oo-operatioii  be- 
tween the  land  and  sea  foroes»  or  sneh  a  punctw  attentisa 
to  orders.   One  captain  only,  ha?iDg  neglected  to  pi^una 
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hh  <h}ir  m  lenrling  the  squadron  which  attacked  the  Moro, 
was  i'MiL'^- 1  to  <jnit  the  service. 

The  expedition  against  the  Philippine  Isles  was  equally 
brilliant  and  successful;  but  we  caonot  here  atl'ord  space  for 
a  detailed  account. 

A  continuation  of  success  had  inspired  the  English  with 
an  enthusimsm  of  valour,  as  well  as  of  magnanimity.  Of 
the  first  we  have  an  example,  in  an  exploit  of  the  Brilliant 
and  Duke  of  York  privateers;  and  of  the  latter  in  the  be* 
havbur  of  captain  Clark  of  the  Bheerness  frigate.  These 
privateers  entered  a  small  port  near  Cape  Fmisterre,  de- 
ftoded  by  a  battery  at  the  entrance.  In  two  hours*  time 
they  beat  the  Spaniards  £rom  the  fort,  hoisted  En^lbh 
eoloiin»  and  spiked  the  caonon.  They  might  have  laid  the 
town  in  ashes,  but  were  satisHed  with  burning  two  ships. 
Hid  bringing  off  four  more  which  were  loaded  with  wine  lor 
die  «se  of  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Ferrol.  The  Bfiiierva,  a 
French  frigatei  had,  in  oompany  with  four  other  ships  of 
war,  given  chase  to  the  Sheemess,  commanded  by  captain 
dark,  who  took  refnge  in  the  harbour  of  Villa  Franca,  and 
there  anehored,  the  wmd  blowing  fresh.  He  was  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  captain  of  the  Minerva,  who,  actuated 
by  an  idle  ^hrit  of  vanity  and  insolence,  resolved  to  lie  be. 
tween  him  and  the  shore,  and  ran  his  ship  upon  the  rocks 
whieh  bound  the  eastern  side  of  the  harbour.  Being  himself 
ignorant  of  the  art  of  seamanship,  and  ill  assisted  by  a  crew 
littk  actjuaiiited  with  sujjii  emergencies,  his  ship  was  in  a 
short  time  dashed  in  pieces;  and  a  considerable  number  of 
bis  people  perished,  notwithstanding  all  the  assistance  he 
conlil  receive  from  his  consorts.  On  this  melancholy  occa- 
sion, captain  Clark,  forLretting  they  were  enemies,  and  that 
?hi«  very  calamity  was  occasioned  by  their  resentment  against 
him  and  lii-  cimntry,  extorted  liiniself  vitjorDuslv  for  their 
relief.  He  cuuld  not  ha^  e  done  more  if  his  tVimds  had  been 
m  danirer.  By  this  generous  assistance,  the  greatest  part  of 
the  crew*  and  all  the  officers  were  saved. 

The  .same  firm  and  rexjiute  spirit,  and  the  same  enter- 
prising gallantry,  appeared  in  every  branch  of  the  English 
marine.  Even  the  packets  performed  exploits  which  would 
have  done  honour  to  ships  of  war  of  any  other  countiy.  The 
Hampden,  of  eight  carriage  guns  and  thirty  men,  sailing 
between  Faro  and  Gibraltar,  was  attacked  by  eleven  priva- 
teers^ which  bore  down  in  order  of  battle.  The  commodore 
was  a  baroolongo  of  eight  guns  and  sixty  men;  the  second 


Digitized  by  Google 


324 


UIOW  Of  OBOEOB  U 


was  a  xebeqae  of  the  same  number  of  guns  and  iMi;  ftre  of 
a  lesser  size  followed  a  little  astern;  other  foar,  csTrjiiig 
thirty  men  each,  with  one  g^n  in  the  prow,  brought  mp  the 
rear.  The  engi^ement  began  at  eleven  in  the  fon«oon»  m 
si;^ht  of  Gibraltar,  and  continued  till  half-past  cue,  wbea 
that  mighty  scjuadron  were  ordered  by  the  commander 4xi- 
chief  to  haul  their  wind,  and  to  return  from  whence  tber 
came.  The  Hampden  proceeded  to  Gibraltar,  with  her  saik 
and  rigging  greatij  damagadi  bat  wtiboataoj  other  oomm^ 
erable  loss. 

The  Harriot  packet,  in  her  passapre  from  New  York  to 
Falmouth,  displayed  equal  gallantry,  having;  twice  repulsed 
a  rreiich  privateer  of  more  than  double  her  force.  The 
captain  was  rewarded  with  a  purse  of  a  hundred  gUMl% 
and  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  Lisbon  packet. 

Discouraged  by  those  disasters,  France  and  Spain  tnmed 
their  thou'^hts  to  peace,  which  wa<  'granted  them  upon  terms 
which  many  thouifht  too  easy,  and  which  excited  much  lirv 
content  in  England.  But  this  topio  if  not  wiUlio  ovrffo* 
vinoe.— It  Uhm,  pUoe  earij  in  1763. 
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The  honourable  EDWARD  BOSCAWEN.^ 
Edward  Bosoawen,  mn  of  viscount  Falmouth,  WM  born  on 
the  l&th  of  August,  1711.  In  consequence  of  fait  expressinfi" 
a  hoTijili  tundncss  for  the  sea  service,  he  was  leiit  on  botra 
^  frig;itc  is  a  midshipman,  at  the  a^re  of  twelve  jem;  and 
after  serving  in  that  capacity  the  allotted  time,  he  was  ap» 
pointed  a  lieutenant,  in  which  station  he  gamed  high  eredity 
AS  a  skilful  seaman,  and  a  spirited  and  active  oAcer.  In  1737* 
be  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  aadiooB  a(%er  obtained 
the  command  of  the  Leopard,  a  fonrtb-ratei  of  ftftj  gnitt* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Bpain  in  17899 
captain  Boscawen  was  appotnted  to  the  oommand  of  the 
8horeham  frigate,  with  which  ship  ht  was  (Sveeted  to  ornue 
off  the  island  of  Jamaica.  Soon  alter  hia  arrival  there*  he 
had  occadon  to  show  his  disintereiled  leal  fbr  the  pttblio 
senrice.  On  being  ordered  to  join  the  eipedition  then  about 
to  sail  against  Portobdlo,  he  diaoovtred  tnat  hb  frigate  was 
unfit  for  sea,  and  still  more  for  so  haaardons  an  enterprise^ 
without  und^goin^  a  thorough  repair.  Bvt,  eager  to  be 
employed  on  a  service  where  so  nuuiy  difficulties  were  to  be 
encountered,  and  so  mndi  fflory  was,  oonse^vently*  to  be 
gained,  he  solicited  adndral  Vernon  for  pennusbn  to  leave 
his  ship  in  port,  and  to  serve  nnder  htm  as  a  vdnnteer.  To 
thb  solicitation  the  adndral  gave  his  consent,  and  captain 
Boscawen  aceompamed  Urn  to  PortobeUo,  where  his  gallant 
spirit  met  with  that  snoofss*  and  received  those  honours, 
which  it  had  been  so  laodably  amUtious  to  gain. 

Havine  retamed  to  the  command  of  the  Shoreham  in  1741, 
he  formed  one  of  adnkal  yemon*s  fleet  on  tlie  expedition  to 
Carthagena.  At  the  attaclc  on  that  place,  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  distinguishing  himself  by  that  qnie1i*sighted  judg. 
ment  and  intrepid  valcmr  which  were  prominent  features  of 
his  miUtary  character.  He  was  appointed  to  oommand  a 
detachment,  consistfaqr  of  three  hundred  sailors  and  two 
hondred  aoldiersi  formed  for  the  purpose  of  storming  a  fas< 
cine  battery  which  had  been  ereeted  by  the  enemy  on  the 
iriand  of  ^oca,  and  by  which  the  operations  of  oar  troops 
against  die  caatle  of  Boca  Ohica  were  considerably  impeded. 
Pushing  Ibrwaid  fnth  a  strength  equal  to  their  animation, 
they  soon  climbed  the  entrenchments,  and  entering  the  enu 
brssnres  in  the  fhce  of  a  continued  fire,  and  on  the  very 
amzzles  of  the  guns,  thev  drove  the  enem^  from  the  works 
with  ooBsiderabk  slighter  $  and,  after  spiking  the  guns,  and 
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burniDg  the  platforms,  together  with  the  carriages,  guard* 
hoofe^  and  magazine,  Bosoawen  led  «tff  hU  detainment  ia 
order,  and  returned  to  the  fleet  with  six  woanded  prisoDen. 

The  Spaniards,  fuUy  lensible  of  the  support  which  thb 
batterj  bad  afforded  them,  were  indefatigable  in  tbeir  codea- 
Tours  to  repair  it ;  and  having  in  a  few  &jn  ao  far  succeeded 
as  to  be  able  to  bring  six  guns  to  bear  on  the  English  ieet, 
Bosoawen  was  Bgaln  ordered  to  reduce  it;  but  the  Spaniards, 
intimidated  at  tne  formidable  amarance  of  the  assaiiantik 
abandoned  the  battery  without  fixing  a  shot 

He  was  appointed  by  admiral  Vernon,  to  the  eommand  ef 
the  Prince  Frederiok,  of  seTonty  guns,  in  oonaeqoeneeof  ths 
death  of  lord  Aobrej  Beanderk. 

In  the  year  1747,  he  oonunanded  a  line-of-battk  ship  ia 
the  fleet  sent  out  to  America  under  admtrab  Anson  aid 
Vernon ;  and  in  the  action  of  the  dd  of  May,  between  thu 
fleet  and  the  French  squadron,  Boscawen  signali^  himself 
equally  by  his  heroism  and  his  judgment.  The  Frvnch  fleet 
having  got  the  weather-gage,  kept  up  a  constant  and  welU 
directed  fire  on  the  English  ships,as  they  turned  to  winuwari 
to  form  the  line  abreast  of  the  enemy.  IJoscaueii  perctiv- 
m\r  that  our  ships  would  thereby  be  di-^.-il  k  l  before  their 
jj  iins  (  ould  be  brought  to  bear  <>n  the  French  h'ne,  and  bl- 
^hi[)  1)1  ini^  a  very  superior  sailer  to  any  of  therej^t,  and  bciog, 
besides,  the  leading  ^^liip  of  the  van,  he  pressed  luru  ard  with 
a  crowd  of  sail,  recti\ i  d  the  greah  -t  j>:irt  of  the  enemy'i 
fire,  and  singly  maintained  the  cotitlict  until  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet  cain^-  up  to  ids  sujjpdi  t;  by  which  daring,  bTit 
judicious  man  a*  uv  re,  ho  principally  contributed  to  the  com- 
plete success  with  which  the  English  arms  were  crowiitti. 
On  this  occasion  be  was  severely  wounded  in  the  sbo&Ua 
by  a  musket-ball. 

On  his  return  to  England,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rsak 
of  rear^miral  of  the  blue,  and  was  shortly  afler  appointed 
admiral  and  commandant  of  a  squadron  of  six  ships  of 
lincy  ordered  for  the  East  Indies,  and  alon^  with  this  appoint* 
ment  received  a  commission  from  the  lung  as  general  sD<i 
commander-io-cbief  of  the  land  forces  emploTed  on  that 
expedition;  the  only  instance,  except  that  of  the  esri  ef  ' 
Peterborough,  of  any  officer  having  reon? ed  such  a  oo»*  i 
mand  since  the  reig^  of  Chazlea  Ih 

Having  thus  traced  his  rise  to  a  high  rank  in  the  scrvisi^ 
it  may  suffice  now  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  body  of  th^ 
history,  where  it  will  be  found  that  Boscawen  was  empkqM 
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on  many  important  expetlitions.  He  became,  wliilo  not 
employeil  atloat,  very  active  member  of  parliament,  having 
been  elected  tor  Truro  in  1741.  In  1751  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  ,i  Imiralty,  and  gradually  reacn»»d  the 
hig'hest  rank  in  the  navy.  In  \7oH  lie  receive<i  the  thanks 
of  parliament  for  hi<?  services  at  the  taking  of  Tiouisbourg. 
An  incident  relating  t  t  him  -In  j^ular.  Three  times  in  the 
course  of  his  career  he  eneuumei  i  d  a  brave  captain,  name<l 
Huot^uart,  and  three  times  made  him  prisoner.    He  ilir<l  in 

the  :mh  year  oi  his  age>  much  r^retted,  particulArly  tho 
sailors. 


EDWARD  ITAWKE  was  the  only  son  of  Edward 

Hawke,  a  h  ii  rl-Tt T-at-law.  Intended  for  tht?  navy  while 
yet  ;i  Ix'v,  lit;  reecivt'^l  ;i  ^uiralilc  education.  pM««f»d  through 
the  miIh  ir-linate  »*tatii.n-  n\  thr  -crvice,  ainl  uci^uirf'd  a  per- 
fect kijowltfdge  ui  i  s  I'l  V  l>r;ui(  h  of  his  duty.  In  1733,  he 
w.i^  made  command  r  nt  the  NVoU"  sUxip-  of- war,  and  in  1734 
was  prom  ti  i  to  the  rauk  n\'  [  -^t -captain,  and  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  Flamhoruugh. 

In  1740,  he  obtained  the  Lark,  of  forty  prnri^,  ^v•ith  which 
iiup  he  was  <l(  -paiclied  to  the  Leewar<i  Nlaiuls.  On  hig 
return  from  tiiat  station  lu^  was  appointed  to  the  Portland, 
of  fifty  cruns.    He  was  afterwards  removed  to  the 

Kfi  ^sii.k,  nf  <t;V('iity- tour  guns,  one  of  the  ships  ordered  at 
that  tiuie  to  the  Meditoiraoeau  to  reiuiorce  the  fleet  under 
admiral  Mathews. 

On  their  return  from  the  Mediterranean  Ms  ship  wan 
paid  oft,  atter  which  he  continued  for  ten  year>  iiiit*m- 
ploved,  a  circumstance  not  a  little  vexatious  to  a  mind  so 
fulf  of  ardour  and  enterprise.  The  atfair  off  Tonlun, 
between  admiral  Matlirw-  ;iud  ihe  com  hi  ned  fleet  of  I'niiice 
and  Spain,  atVordcd  Hawk.*  the  first  opportunity  of  display- 
ing that  decisive  intrepidity  niiich  was  destined  lu  render 
roch  es9enti<d  service  to  his  country,  and  to  raise  him  to  the 
saminit  of  naval  glory.  In  the  early  part  of  that  action  the 
enemy's  ship  the  roder  had  driven  the  Princessa  and  Somer- 
set out  of  the  line,  which  being*  perceived  by  liavske,  he 
immediately  bore  down  iijion  her  till  lie  came  within  pistol 
shot,  lie  then  (lischar^e  l  liis  whole  broadside,  and  repeated 
his  tire  with  such  rapidity  and  effect,  that  m  twenty  minutes 
he  compelled  her  to  strike. 

From  this  time  till  1747,  we  have  not  been  able  to  pro- 
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cure  any  account  ot  tiiis  renowned  oflScer.  It  b  Te|.*(»ru-d 
tliAt  he  was  brought  to  a  court-n»artiaK  and  smULced  to 
hv  dismissed  the  s^Tvice,  for  breaking  the  liiie  iu  the  acl^m 
oft  Toulon;  but  that  he  wjis  restoretl  to  tut  -eniceby  ibe 
express  command  of  his  majesty  George  tlie  SLft>nd.  \\  €* 
have  inquired  into  the  truth  of  this  circumstance,  but  do  T\ot 
find  it  aotbeoticat^dj  either  by  official  documeDts,  or  oo  anj 
ffood  authority.  It  is  more  than  probable,  howeirer,  thiut 
he  had  been  out  of  £iivoiir  with  the  admiralty  <h*  Ihecoart. 

In  1747,  Hawke  was  prcnnoted  to  tho  xvik  of  raiuadmiral 
of  the  blue,  and  soon  atUr  got  the  command  of  a  sqaadrasy 
ordered  to  sea  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  a  fleet  of  mer* 
chantmenf  collected  at  the  Isle  of  Aix,  wad  destinsd  lor 
America,  together  with  a  formidable  force,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  de  i'fiteiMlierey  chef  d*escadre.  He  sailed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  9Chof  AugusttWithfiTeih^NiofihetbMk 
rate«  and  eight  of  the  fooith-nite. 

A  tedious  cruise  wae  at  last  repaid  bj  a  sight  ef  At 
French  squadioii.  The  signal  ibr  Che  eoamy  bci^g  ia  si^ 
was  made  hj  the  Bdmbnr^,  A  general  cme  iiameilmnJy 
commenced,  and  in  less  than  an  boor  the  whole  of  the  eaa- 
my's  ships  were  in  sight,  but  crowded  together  in  snob  a 
manner,  as  to  prevent  their  being  counted.  At  ten  o'cftook, 
Hawke  made  the  signal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  ahead.  At 
half-jKLst  ten,  captain  Fox,  of  the  Kent,  informed  the  admiral 
tliiit  the  enemy's  tieet  consisted  of  12  laru'c'  ships  of  w  ar,  vnth 
a  tleet  ui'iiicrchant  vessels  and  transports  under  tlieir  convoy. 
The  transports  aiul  merchantmen  were  soon  perceived  to 
bear  away  with  press  ot'  sail,  wliile  the  ships  of  war  wtte 
forming  tlie  line  astern  for  their  protection.  Hawke  findiiig 
that  he  lost  time  by  endeavouring  to  form  the  line  aheani, 
made  sitrnal  for  a  e^enor.il  chase.  In  less  than  half  ao 
lionr,  till-  }jr;i(hnusl  of  the  English  fleet  had  n eared  the 
eiieniy  su  considerably,  that  the  signal  was  made  lor  ih^i 
sliip  to  commeneo  the  action,  which  she  accordingly  did.  Ib 
about  fifteen  minutes  the  engagement  became  jj^eral  from 
van  to  rear.  The  French  were  inferior  in  point  of  force, 
but  had  the  advantage  of  the  weatber>gaffe.  A  well-directed 
and  brisk  fire  was  maintained  on  both  sitta»wiih  the  atmoU 
spirit.  But  the  great  object  of  Hawke  was,  to  bring  dtt 
enemy  to  ctose  actioot  which,  owing  to  his  being  to  leevi-ard, 
he  was  for  a  while  unable  to  ieeomplish.  With  greai  (iift* 
culty  he  at  last  succeeded  in  ^etUng  cioee  alongwk  of  a 
iTrench  fifty  gun  ship,  which  m  five  minutes  he  coospdled 
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to  strike.   Lema^  tlie  smaller  shqis  in  tba  rmr  to  tahe 

ynMMiiOtt  of  his  prize,  he  hauled  his  wind,  and  pushed  on  to 
the  support  of  the  Eagle  and  Edinbn^rh,  the  latter  of  which 
had  ln<  her  fore-topmast,  and  both  of  wluoh  bad  sastaiiMd 
great  damage.    But  bis  endeavom  to  relieve  them  were 
obstructed  by  the  Eagle  f ailing  on  boerd  the  Devonsbnes 
bavine  bad  her  wheel  aboi  mwmjf  end  ber  breeea  end  bow- 
Hnes  destrojedy  abe       Teadered  aHogedior  nnmaiiaMble. 
Hawke,  in  consec^ence  of  this  dreametaiice,  wea  ob^ped  to 
hear  away;  in  domg  whieh^  however,  he  attoiopted  to  close 
with  a  French  seTentv-foor  gun  ebqif  bet  the  breeching  of 
Jiis  lower-deck  guns  at  this  tinie  triving  waj,  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  allow  his  ship  to  shoot  ahead  of  the  eoeonj  in 
order  to  repair  them.    The  ^emj,  peroeiring  that  some 
accident  had  happened,  kqit  up  a  constant  and  well-directed 
fire  of  single  g^ns,  with  a  riew  to  dismast  him,  before  he 
had  time  to  repair  the  injury  he  had  sustained.  But  captain 
HarlanJ  of  the  Tilbury,  perceiving  the  enemy's  intention, 
eoupletely  defeated  it,  by  running  in  between  the  French- 
man and  the  admirafs  ship,  and  keeping  her  in  action  until 
the  latter  was  in  a  condition  to  renew  the  engagement.  The 
adrnirrd  hud  no  sooner  secured  his  guns,  than  he  made  the 
signal  ibr  close  action,  haririir  observed  some  of  the  ships  of 
Im  deet  at  too  meat  a  distance.     In  a  few  minuter  he 
closed  ^v:th  the  Terrible,  of  seventy-four  guns,  which, after 
a  lon^^  and  resolute  resistance,  he  compelled  to  surrender; 
and  abf>ui  this  time  six  more  of  the  enemy*s  ships  struck 
their  colours.    Night  now  coniinjr  on,  and  the  British  fleet 
beiDg"  much  dispersed,  he  made  the  signal  to  bring  to;  but 
the  action  continued  to  leeward  (hiring  a  great  part  of  the 
ni^ht.    In  the  morniivj,  however,  he  hiid  the  mortification 
to  ftnd  that  instead  of  the  compU^te  success  which  he  pro- 
mised himself  from  the  continuance  of  the  action,  the  ene- 
mv*s  tleet  was   out  of  siLdit:  the  Tonnant,  of  seventv- 
four  g-uns,  which  had  struck,  h;ul  eftecte<l  her  escape,  and 
captain  Saumarez,  of  the  Xottiu'rhani,  had  fallen.    In  the 
shattered  condition  of  hi-  tleet,  and  with  the  prizes  he  had 
taken,  he  considered  it  iinjirudent  tn  pursue  the  enemy.  He 
therefore  despatched  a  .<]oop-of-war  to  the  West  Indies  to 
warn  conunodore  l*ocook  of  the  apprnnrh  of  the  French 
tleet,  so  tluit  he  might  take  the  necessary  me;isures  to  inter- 
cept them.    The  evc-nt  justified  the  adoption  of  this  mea- 
sure, for  a  ^;reat  part  of  the  eneniv's  tleet  was  captured  by 
Pocockf  in  coitfequence  of  the  infurmatioo  he  thus  received. 
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or  the  prizes  taken  by  Ilawkc  in  the  action,  one  only  was 
in  a  condition  to  make  sail,  aiul  lie  was  accordingly  obliered 
to  lye  to  in  ordor  io  erect  j'"'y-inaatfl|  and  put  tlMHiBftfi^ 

State  to  proceed  to  J'^ngland. 

In  1 7')i.K  tlie  country  being  now  at  peace,  he  was  appoints! 
to  the  command  at  Portsmouth,  wht  re  he  continued  till 
1755,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  ol  vice-admiral  of 
the  white,  and  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  fleet,  c<.>nj«i5t- 
ing  of  eiii:bteen  ?hip?,  for  the  purpose  of  cruiMn>:  on  the 
Ci*iist  of  France,  to  uatch  the  motions  of  the  French  navy, 
the  equipment  of  which,  at  this  pericd,  amounted  to  in- 
fraction of  the  treaty  of  peace.  On  the  2[nh  of  September 
he  returned  into  port,  being  relieved  by  admiral  Hyntr;  bnt 
when  that  othcer  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  ^It-diterra- 
nean,  llawke  resumed  the  cdramaud  uf  i\u-  tit  i  t,  in  which  he 
continued  until,  upon  thu  recall  of  a  Inural  XVyng,  he  was 
directed  to  procet^d  to  Minorca,  lie  accordingly  proce£^^ 
tbitlier  in  the  Antelope.  The  object  which  the  French  hiA 
in  view  having  been  accouij)li?=be<l  before  his  arrival,  he  hiad 
no  opportunity  of  retrievin^^  the  honour  of  that  tlet^t  which 
had  been,  in  some  dr^^ree,  unfortunately  tarnUhed.  He,  how  - 
ever, continued  master  of  the  Mediterranean  during  the 
remalii<h;r  of  this  year,  wln-n  he  returned  to  England,  and 
wa^  appointed  to  command  a  squadron,  destined  for  the  exf-e- 
dition  aLMinst  Rochfort,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John 
Mor daunt.    The  result  of  this  we  have  already  seen. 

In  October,  he  again  sail  i  d  for  tlie  coast  of  France,  wi'Ji 
a  view  to  blockade  the  enemy's  ports ;  and  he  txituinaed 
during  the  winter  on  that  station.  In  tlic  spring  of  ITi^S, 
he  returned  to  Spilhtad,  and  in  March  2*uied  again  w  ith 
seven  ships  of  tlie  line,  and  several  frigates,  for  the  Isle  of 
Rhe,  off  wliich  he  arris  ed  on  the  ni^zht  of  the  3d  of  April. 
The  squadron  continued  to  play  otV  and  (mi  till  the  morning 
of  the  4th,  when  they  made  sail  for  ]>a>(pje  Road.  At  day- 
break he  diBCOvered  an  enemy's  .squadron  with  a  numerous 
convoy  to  windward.  He  immediately  gave  chase;  but  the 
wind  bafHing  him,  the  enemy  effected  their  escap^^',  and  cro^ 
into  St.  Martin's  on  the  Isle  of  llhe.  Upon  this  he  b^rt* 
away  tu  Basque  Road,  in  a  lint;  of  battle  aheatl,  and,  in  the 
afternoon^  discovered  a  squadron  and  convoy  lying  off  ih<? 
Isle  of  Aix.  He  observed  their  force  to  consist  of  one  ship 
of  seventy-four  guns,  three  of  sixty-four  guns,  one  of  sixty 
guns,  and  about  forty  transports.  This  armament,  on  board 
of  w  iucii  were  embajrked  three  thousand  troops,  wiks  siuier 
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<»rdera  to  proceed  to  Louisboarg  to  reiDforce  the  garriioiiof 
that  place ;  and  U«wke  being  acqiuaiit0d  with  this  circum- 
Mance,  knew  the  importance  of  destrojiD^^  it.  Aooordingl j, 
at  half-past  four  o'clock,  he  made  Uie  sig'nal  for  a  general 
chase  to  the  S.E.  At  five,  the  enemy  began  to  cut  >heir 
cables^  and,  in  the  utmost  consternation,  endeavoured  to 
cacape.  At  six  o*clock,  the  French  commodore  slipped  hia 
cable,  bj  which  time  several  of  the  English  ships  were  with- 
in gun-shot  of  him.  Many  of  the  French  ships  were  now 
close  in  shore;  and  being  aware  that  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient depth  of  water  to  follow  them,  he  brought  up  at  half- 
past  six,  off  the  Isle  of  Aix.  At  five  the  next  rooming,  all 
the  enemy's  ships  were  discovered  aground,  and  nearly  dry, 
at  the  distance  of  Hve  or  six  miles.  As  soon  as  the  flood- 
tide  made,  he  put  his  best  pilots  into  the  Intrepid  and  Med- 
way  frigates,  and  they  warped  in  shore  above  a  g'un-shot. 
The  enemy  were  now  seen  to  be  particularly  busy  in  getting 
boats  from  Rochfnrt  to  a^^^i^t  them  in  warping  their  ships 
through  the  soft  mud  in  wincli  they  lay,  as  the  tlood-tido 
floati^i  them,  in  order  to  facilitate  this,  they  threw  their 
guns,  stores,  &c.  overboard.  By  this  means,  and  their 
great  exertions,  they  succeeded  in  u;pft!ng  their  ships  of  war 
as  far  as  the  month  of  the  river  Charente,  whore  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  English  to  approach  near  enough  even  to 
Annov  them.  The  tran^^ports  were  dr.iL(ged  on  shore  near 
the  Isle  Madam,  and  so  protected  by  a  shoal,  tli;it  no  injury 
could  be  done  them.  On  the  5th,  captain  Ewer  ot'  the 
maritics,  was  despatched  with  one  hundred  rind  forty  nica  to 
the  I^le  of  Aix,  to  destroy  the  works  which  the  enemy  were 
employed  in  erectinix.  This  service  wa^  effected  without 
opposition,  and  without  i;iving  the  smallest  disturbance  to 
the  inhabitants,  iiavin^^  thus  completely  frustrated  the 
enemy's  intendefl  expedition  to  liouishour^^  and  thereby 
accomplished  one  of  the  principal  objects  he  had  in  vidW| 
he  returned  to  England. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  wa'?  appointi'tl  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  umUr  lord  An^on,  fitted  out  for  the  pur- 
pose of  covering  a  descent  th^  n  nu  ditated  on  the  coast  of 
France  near  Cherbourg,  lie  euntiniied  his  tiag  in  the  Ka- 
niilHe'= ;  and  on  the  1st  of  Jime  *^alled  with  the  fleet  for  the 
coast  of  ]' ranee  But  hcinL''  seized  with  a  fever  soon  after 
the  arrival  of  the  tiect  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  he  was  obliged 
to  resign  his  command,  to  return  to  England  for  his  re- 
eo?erj«    The  etiect^  of  this  severe  ilioMS  prevented  him 
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firora  going  nf^xn  on  service  during  the  remainder  «>f  the 
year.     But  hi^  health  being  at  length  rt"-ej>tablished,  be  g^ot 
tiu'  cliiot  { (jiiiin.m^^l  of  the  channel  fleet,  at  that  time  verr 
oonaidt^rabiy  strcituTlicned,  in  order  to  f)ji{M.     the  it-rmidaMe 
armament  eijuippd  hy  France,  for  the  {  in  jNi^e  ui  invailing 
Britaio.    lie  iniih'*!  from  Portsmoinh  on  the  18th  of  May, 
and  for  six  montiis  he  rode  triuni{jli.iiit  off  Brest,  k^*»*p- 
in$?  that  port  in  a  state  of  hloekade;  und  the  Fr^^ttch 
admiral  subLiiittcd  to  this  mortiiying  circomstaiocc,  rather 
than  hazard  a  general  action.    At  last  a  stronir  westerk 
w  'nul  drove  liaukefrom  his  station,  and  aAer  endeavounog 
for  u[»v\ards  of  twenty  days  to  regain  it,  he  was  compelled 
to  put  into  Plymuutb  iSnuiul  on  the  8th  of  Norember,  and 
the  enemy,  seizing  that  ojjportunity,  put  lu  i*ea. 

On  the  14th  of  Nu\  f  ruber,  the  Marquis  de  Coiulans  sAiJ^d 
from  Brest  with  his  wh  J e  fleet,  and  ste<«rfNi  for  <^uiberon 
Bav,  with  a  view  to  caiiturt;  ur  (U  tiMV  a  small  Kntrliih 
squadron,  stationed  there  for  the  purpt^i  of  intercept iinj  a 
fleet  of  transports,  destined  for  the  in\;i>i-'M  of  irt^iiiid. 
liavvke  having  shifted  his  flag  to  the  Koyai  George,  saifod 
in  pursuit  of  Coiitlans  on  the  very  day  that  he  h*f>  Brest. 
The  result  of  his  pursuit,  so  memorable  in  the  naval  annaJf 
of  England,  ha^  been  described  b^  himself  much  ia  duw, 
and  with  admirable  per^icuity. 

Royal  George.  Penris  Pomt,  Nor.  24,  1751. 

«  Sir, — In  my  letter  of  the  1 7th,  by  express,  I  desired 
\mu  would  acquaint  their  lordsiiips  uiih  my  having  re<^ived 
intelHp'ence  of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line  an<i  three  frigatt-s  <if 
the  Brtat  squadron  beincr  discovered  about  twentt-four 
leagues  to  the  N.  W.  of  Ji*  ileisle,  steering  to  the  t-a*iWdrd. 
All  the  prisoners,  h^'^^  t  ver,  agree,  that  on  the  day  we  cha&ed 
them,  their  s()uailiuii  <  onsisted,  according  to  their  amnn- 
panying  list,  of  four  sbip&of  eighty  guns,  six  of  sc  veiiiv-K  ur 
guns,  thrc*e  of  seventy  guns,  eight  of  sixty-four  guns,  ow 
frit'Hte  t)f  thirty-six  guns,  one  of  thirty-four  guns,  and  one 
of  Mxticn  gODS,  with  a  small  vessel  to  look  out.  They 
sailed  from  Brest  the  I4th  instant,  the  same  dav  1  sailed  frviD 
Torbay.  t 'including  that  their  tirst  rendervoob  \iould 
l>e  (^uiberon,  the  instant  I  received  the  inlelligence,  I 
directed  niy  course  thithrr  with  a  presse<l  sail.  At  thi  tli**t, 
the  wind  blowuij.i  Ikaivi  at  S.  hv  i^.  and  B.  drove  us  cxia- 
itiderably  to  the  westward;  but  on  the  18th  and  10th,  thou^ 
variable,  it  proved  more  favourable.    In  the  ujcaxiUii««| 


if 


hariiig  been  joiMd  hj  the  Maidstone  and  Coventry  fHgatet, 
I  dimlad  tlMir  eomaunden  to  Inep  ahead  of  the  sqaadron, 
one  on  the  starboard  and  the  ofher  on  the  larboard  bow. 
At  iMOf-pMt  aiffbi  o*doek  in  the  rooming  of  the  20tb,  Belle 
iile^  bj  our  iw^oning  hmm^  K.  bj  N.  one-fourth  N.  the 
Maidstone  made  the  signal  for  seeing  a  fleet.    I  immedi- 
atelj  spread  abroad  the  s^sal  for  a  line  abreast^  In  order  to 
draw  ail  the  ^hips  of  the  squadron  np  with  me.    I  had  be* 
lore  sent  the  Magnaniroe  ahead,  to  make  the  land :  at  three 
i^^arters  past  nhie  she  made  the  signal  for  an  enemy.  Ob- 
serving, on  my  discovering  them,  that  they  made  off,  I  threw 
out  the  signal  for  the  seven  ships  nearest  them  to  chase,  and, 
by  drawing  into  a  line  of  battle  ahead  of  me,  endeavour  to 
stop  them  till  the  rest  of  the  squadron  should  come  up.  The 
other  ships  were  also  to  form  as  they  chased,  that  no  time 
might  be  lost  in  th(3  pursuit.    That  morning"  the  enemy 
irere  in  chase  of  the  Rochester,  Chatham,  Portland,  Falk- 
land, Minerva,  Vengeance,  an^  Vonti^,  nil  which  joined  me 
about  eleven  o'clock;  and,  in  tliu  (  vcji  i  :r.  th--  Sapphire 
from  Qiiiheron  Bay.    All  the  dav  we  had  verv  fre«h  gales 
from  N.W.  and  W.N.W.  ^^hh  luavy  .qtialb  Contlans 
kept  crrnng"  off  nrnk^r  ■^uch  sail  as  all  his  Mjurulron  could 
carry,  and  at  tht-  same  time  koep  together,  while  we  cro\V(]e<l 
after  him,  with  every  sail  our  ship*'  cotiM  bear.    At  halt- 
pa^it  two  P.M.  the  fire  beginning  ahead,  I  ina  1    the  signal 
for  engaging".     We  were  then  to  the  soutlrA  .ird  of  Ijt 
isl*?,  ard  the  admiral  headmost;  he  soon  after  led  round  the 
Cardinal.**,  while  hi-  rear  wn-  in  action.    About  four  oVloek 
th<*  Formidable  struck,  and  a  little  after  the  Thesee  and 
Si^erbc  were  sunk  ;  about  live  the  Her^«  ««truck,  and  came 
to  an  ancli'ir,  but  it  blowing  hard  no  b  »at  could  be  sent  on 
board  her.    Night  was  now  come  on,  and  being  on  a  part 
of  the  coast  among  island*^  and  «hoals,  of  which  we  were 
totally  ignorant,  without  a  pilut.  the  grcito'^t  part  of  the 
^uadron  being  in  the  «arae  situati  jh,  it  al<K)  blowing  harrl 
on  a  lcc--hore,  1  made  the  signal  to  aiu  Iior,  and  came  to  in 
fifteen  fathom  of  water,  the  I«l<ind  nf  iJumet  bearing  K.  by 
N.  between  two  and  three  miles,  the  Cardinal^  W.  half  S. 
and  the  8terpie3  of  Orozie  S.E.  as  we  found  next  morning. 

"  in  the  night  we  heard  many  guns  of  distre«:«  fired,  but  the 
violence  of  the  wind,  our  want  of  knowle*!:;''  nf  tiie  coast, 
and  whether  they  were  fired  bj  a  friend  or  an  enemyy  pre* 
vented  all  means  of  relief. 

Uj  daj^iceak  oo  the  ZMg  we  daseovered  one  of  oar  ships 
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dismasted  on  Ame,  the  French  Heros  also,  and  the  BMX 
Bojftlf  wbicby  under  cover  of  the  night .  ha<^  anchored  among 
us,  cut  and  ran  ashore  to  the  weetward  of  Orozie.  On  the 
hitter's  movingt  I  made  the  EssexV  ttgnal  to  alip  and  pur>Tie 
her;  but  she  unfortunatelj  got  upon  the  Four,  and  both  she 
and  the  Bcsolution  are  irreooYerablj  loet,  aotwithataiMHug 
we  sent  them  all  the  assistance  the  weather  woaM  permit. 
About  fovunoore  of  the  Besolution*s  company,  in  spite  of  the 
atrongeit  remonstrances  of  their  captain,  made  rafU,  and, 
with  several  French  prisonera  belonging  to  the  Formidable, 
pat  off,  and  I  am  afraid  drove  out  to  eaa.  All  the  EiMx't 
are  saved,  (with  as  many  of  the  stores  as  possible),  except 
one  lieutenant  and  a  boat's  crew,  who  was  driven  on  the 
French  shore,  and  have  not  since  been  heard  of.  The 
remains  of  both  shins  are  set  on  fire.  We  found  the  Dorset* 
shire,  Revenge,  and  Defiance  had,  during  the  night  of  the 
20th,  put  to  sea,  as  I  hope  the  Swiftsure  did,  for  she  is  sdll 
missing.  The  Dorsetshire  and  Defiance  returned  the  next 
day ;  and  the  latter  saw  the  Revenge  without.  Thus,  what 
loss  we  have  sustained  has  been  owing  to  the  weather,  not 
the  enemy,  seven  or  eight  of  whose  line-of-battle  ships  got 
to  «:('a,  I  believe,  the  night  of  the  action. 

"  As  soon  as  it  was  broad  day-light  in  the  morning  of  ths 
21st,  I  discovered  seven  or  ei^ht  of  the  enemy's  llne-of-battle 
ships  at  anchor,  between  Point  Penri?  and  the  River  Vfl- 
laine,  on  which  I  made  the  signal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  work 
up  and  attnek  them ;  but  it  blowed  so  hard  from  the  N.W. 
that,  instead  of  daring  to  cast  the  squadron  loose,  I  was 
obliged  to  strike  top-gallant-masts.  Most  of  their  ships 
appeared  to  be  a^rround  at  low  water;  but  on  the  floo<i,  bv 
lightening  them,  and  the  advantage  of  the  wind  under  the 
land,  allf  except  two,  got  that  night  into  the  Hiver  ViU 
laine. 

"  The  weather  be  ing  moderate  nn  the  22d,  I  sent  the  Fort- 
land,  Obathan},  and  Veni^cance,  to  destrov  the  Soleil  Royal 
and  Heros.  The  French,  on  tho  approach  of  our  ship^,  «ft 
the  first  on  fire,  and  soon  atier  the  latter  mpt  the  same  fate 
from  our  people.  In  the  meantime  1  got  uihUt  weigh,  an<i 
worked  up  within  Pcnris  Point,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  ii* 
beinu  a  safer  road,  as  tu  destroy,  if  possible,  the  two  ships  f  f 
the  enemy  which  still  lay  without  the  Villaine:  hnt  before 
the  ships  sent  ahead  for  tliat  jairpose  could  Lrf*t  near  then* 
being  quite  light,  they  got  in  with  the  tide  of  l1.n>d. 

All  the  23d  we  were  employed  m  recooooitn^g  the 
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trance  of  tbat  river,  which  is  very  narrow,  with  onlj  twelve 
foot  water  on  the  bar,  at  low  water.  We  discovered  at  least 
•rreoy  if  not  eight  line-t>f-battle  ships,  about  half  a  mile 
wirhiD»  quite  light,  and  two  large  frigates  which  appeared  to 
have  guns  in.  By  ereoing  I  had  twelve  long  boats  fitted  as 
fire-sinpS|  ready  to  attempt  burning  them,  under  cover  of  the 
Sapphire  and  Coventry ;  but  the  weather  being  bad,  and 
the  wind  contraiTy  obliged  me  to  defer  it,  till  at  least  the 
latter  should  be  mvourable:  if  they  ean  by  any  means  be 
destroyed,  it  shall  be  done. 

'^la  attacking  a  flying  enemy,  it  was  impossible.  In  the 
spaee  of  a  short  winter's  day,  that  all  our  ships  should 
be  able  to  get  into  action,  or  all  those  of  the  enemy  brought 
to  it.  The  commanders  and  companies  of  such  as  did  come 
im  with  the  rear  of  the  French  on  the  20th,  behaved  with 
the  greatest  intrepidity,  and  gave  the  strongest  proofs  of  a 
true  British  spirit ;  in  the  same  manner,  I  am  satisfied,  those 
would  have  acquitted  themselves,  whose  bad  going  ships,  or 
the  «ii>taijce  they  were  at  in  the  morning,  prevented  from 
getting  up.  Our  loss  by  the  enemy  is  not  considerable,  for 
in  the  ships  which  are  now  witli  me,  I  find  only  one  lieuten. 
ant  and  thirtv-nine  seamen  afi<l  nuirines  killed,  and  about 
twM  hundred  and  two  wounded.  When  I  considered  the 
sea5i<n  of  the  year,  the  hard  gales  on  the  day  of  action,  a 
rijing  enemy,  the  shortness  of  the  day,  and  tlie  coast  we 
were  on,  I  can  bold  I  v  affirm,  that  all  that  could  possibly  be 
dune,  has  bet  ii  di>ne.  As  to  the  io>s  we  have  sustained,  let 
it  he  placed  to  tlie  account  of  the  nocossity  I  was  uuder  of 
running  all  risks  to  break  this  strong  forre  of  the  enemy. 
Had  we  bad  but  two  hours  more  daylight,  the  whole  had 
been  totally  destroyed  or  taken,  for  we  were  almost  up  with 
the  van  when  night  overtook  us. 

"  Yesterday  came  in  here  the  Pallas,  Fortune,  and  the 
Proserpine  fire-ship.  On  the  16th,  I  had  despatched  the 
Fortune  to  Quiberon»  with  directions  to  captain  Duff  to 
keep  strictly  on  his  guard.  In  his  way  thither  she  fell  in 
witn  the  Hebe,  a  French  frigate  of  forty  guns,  under  jury- 
mtstSy  and  fought  her  several  hours.  During  the  engage- 
&cnt»  lieutenant  Stuart,  second  of  the  Ramilies,  whom  I  had 
sppointed  to  command  her,  was  unfortunatelj  lolled.  The 
mrririiMr  officers,  on  consulting  together,  resolved  to  leave 
her,  as  m  proved  too  strong  tor  them.  I  hare  detached 
(^tain  Toung  to  Quiberon  Bay  with  five  ships,  and  am 
nakbg  up  a  flying  squadron  to  scour  the  coast  to  the  Isle 
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of  Aix,  and  if,  pr;u  tiLa'uIe,  to  attempt  an^  oi  the  eomf* 
bhips  that  maj  be  there.    I  amj  iSit,  6ic^ 

From  this  period  uutil  the  month  of  Aoinist  fullowing, 
no  naval  uj  cialions  took  ]>Iace,  and  Hawke  ontir.uevi  m 
Loudon,  lie  was  then  ordered  to  hoi-^t  his  tiag  aiMin  in  the 
Uoyal  Georjrc,  and  to  repair  to  Quib.  roii,  to  relieve  admiral 
Boseawen  in  ihe  eomiiuuiJ  of  the  tleet  on  that  station.  But 
during  the  time  he  remained  there,  the  eneinr  frave  him  lj 
opportunity  of  adding  to  the  glory  he  had  so  well  acquired; 
and  after  destroying  a  small  fort  ou  iLe  Ldaud  of  iJuiut:t,  htf 
returned  to  Portsmouth. 

In  1761,  he  was  again  ordered  to  the  eoast  of  France  with 
a  powei  i  ui  fleet  to  watch  the  motion*  of  the  enemy,  but  they 
never  once  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  attaek  them.  He 
prevented  all  vessek  from  entering  or  coming  out  of  Ac 
[>orts  of  Brest,  Bourdeaux,  and  liochelle;  and  completely 
cut  oA  every  sort  of  communicatioa  btrtween  th^^  aLJ  the 
sea. 

On  Havvke  s  return  from  this  service,  he  was  elected  one 
of  the  elder  brethren  of  the  trinity  house;  and  soon  after- 
wards he  was  honoured  with  the  freedom  of  the  dty  of 

Duhlin. 

in  May,  1762,  he  was  ordered  to  sea  with  seven  sail  of- 
the-line  and  two  frigates,  with  a  view  to  intercept  a  small 
squadron  that  had  escaped  from  Brest,  under  cover  of  a  thick 
fog,  destined  for  the  attack  of  Newfoaodland.  But  he  was 
not  fortunate  enough  to  faU  in  with  this  squadron,  and  afiff 
an  uninteresting  cruise  of  tome  weeks,  he  returned  to  pofl 
Immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  was  appointed  to  the  commaad 
of  ten  sail  of-the-line  and  thrw  frigates,  and  ordered  to  pi^ 
ceed  to  Lisbon,  which  chy  was  at  that  time  threatened  to  be 
attacked  by  the  combined  fbroe  of  France  and  Spain.  Bil 
the  arrival  of  the  English  fleet  in  the  Tagus,  under  the  eoa* 
mand  of  Uawk^  waa  alone  wfBcieiit  to  deter  the  eneniy 
putting  their  threat  in  exeeaftkMl.  He  had,  therefore,  ae 
opportunity  of  disHnguiehiDg  Umedf  on  this  occasion;  mi 
.  the  peace  of  Paris,  whidi  look  plnoe  aooo  aHerwards,  pela 
period  to  hit  active  lervieaa 

On  his  retnra  homo  be  was  made  fear^adminl  of  Englsod; 
and  two  yean  afterwarde  he  wae  appointed  irtt  lord  ef  Iki 
admlraltjt  and  at  the  aano  time  vioe-ndairal  of  En^sadL 
He  coatmoed  to  preside  at  the  boevd  of  admiraltj  wntkt 
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same  distinguished  ability  to  which  alone  he  owed  his  eleva- 
tion, till  the  year  1771,  when  he  resigned.  Some  years 
subsequent  to  his  resignation,  he  was  raised  to  the  peerage 
br  the  style  and  title  of  barou  Hawke  of  TowtoD^  iu  the 
county  of  York. 

He  was  now  advanced  in  years,  and  depressed  by  infirm- 
ities; but  his  zeal  for  the  navy  remained  unabated.  His 
conduct  on  the  trial  of  admiral  Keppel,  was  strongly  charac- 
teristic of  his  generous  and  independent  spirit,  as  well  as  of 
the  lively  interest  which  he  felt  in  the  service. 

In  177f),  he  retired  to  a  country  seat  at  Sunbury,  in  Mid- 
dlesex, wliere  he  died  on  the  17th  of  October,  1 781.  Ue  left 
A  iAoulyy  and  his  title  still  remains  in  his  descendants. 


Y 
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LORD  ANSON. — George  Anson  was  descended  from 
an  ancient  family  in  Staffordshire,  and  was  born  at  Sbug- 
borough  manor,  m  the  parish  of  Cohvich,  in  that  countr,  in 
the  year  1697;  being  the  third  son  of  William  Anson,  E«q.  ^ 
His  inclination  leading  him  to  the  navy,  he  went  to  sei,  at  an 
early  age,  and  in  171 G,*  he  was  made  second  lieuteoaDt  of 
his  majesty's  ship,  the  Hampshire,  by  Sir  John  Norris,  which  ' 
promotion  was  confirmed  bv  the  hoard  of  admiralty.    In  the  i 
next  year,  he  was  again  in  tlie  Baltic,  in  the  fleet  commindei 
by  Sir  George  Byng ;  and,  at  this  time,  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing,  on  the  Danish  shore,  the  illustriou?  Czar 
Peter  of  Russia,  and  the  famous  Catharine,  his  empress. 
On  the  15th  of  March,  1717-18,  Anson  was  appointed  j 
second  lieutenant  of  the  Montagu,  one  of  the  ships  of  Sir  ^ 

•  ♦  In  Sir  John  Barrow's  elaborate  and  excellent  Life  of  Ansoa. 
published  in  1839,  it  is  stated — "After  a  diligent  search  at  So- 
mcrset-house,  it  appears  that  the  name  of  George  Anson  is  firrt 
found,  as  volunteer  in  the  books  of  the  Ruby,  in  January  1712; 
from  the  Ruby  to  the  Monmouth,  and  from  that  to  the  Hunp- 
shire,  where  he  received  his  acting  order  as  lieutenant.  As  ap- 
tain  Peter  Chamberlain  commanded  all  these  ships,  (the  Ruhr 
from  170G  to  171*2,)  it  is  extremely  probable  that  Anson  entered 
the  service  under  this  officer,  who,  in  1720,  was  wrecked  in  the 
Milford  frigate,  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  when  he  and  nearly  ihf 
whole  of  the  crew  peri:>hed.'* 
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Ociorge  Bjiig*s  satundroo,  in  the  expedition  to  Stcllj,  and  be 

 Twent  in  the  edebrated  action  near  that  ialandi  bj 

the  Spaiuah  fleet  was  effectnally  deetrojed,  and  the 
_  I  of  the  king  of  Spain  affainst  SicUj  reoeiTed  a  check. 
Id  1722,  be  waa  prefqrwsd  fooe  commander  of  the  Weasd 
aioop. 

He  was  raaaed  in  1724,  to  the  nnk  of  post-captain^  and  to 
fhm  eommand  of  the  Soarborongh  man-of«war.    Soon  after 
this  appointment,  iie  waa  ordei«d  to  South  Carolina,  where 
lie  continned  abore  three  jeara ;  and  during  his  residence  in 
this  provinee^  he  erected  a  town  (Anson  fiurgh)^  and  gave 
iwne  to  a  count j,  which  is  still  called  Anson  count j.  Being 
nrdered  home,  in  October  1727,  he  returned  to  England,  in 
tiie  ibllowing  spring,  and  was  paid  off,  in  liav  1728;  before 
the  expiration  of  which  year,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the 
Garland  man-of-war,  and  went  out  m  lier  to  South  Oaro- 
Una;  wlwoee  he  was  ordered  back,  in  the  following  year, 
and  the  sh%»  was  put  out  of  commission.   Howerer,  naTi d 
the  good  mtnne  to  be  in  fatonr  with  lord  Torrington  and 
Sir  uharles  Wager,  suooesslTely,  first  lords  of  the  SMuniralty, 
be  did  not  remain  long  out  of  employment;  for  in  1781,  the 
eotnmand  of  the  Diamond,  one  of  the  Downs  squadron,  was 
bestowed  upon  him,  which  command  he  held  but  about  three 
months,  the  Diamond  bein^  then  paid  off.    On  the  2Gth  of 
Januaryy  1782,  be  was  again  called  into  public  service,  and 
appointed  captain  of  the  Squirrel  man-of-war,  in  which  ship 
he  was  again  ordered,  in  the  following  April,  for  South 
Carolina,  where  he  continued  till  the  ^ring  of  the  year 
1735. 

In  these  employments,  Anson  conducted  himself  with  an 
ability  and  disoretion  which  gave  general  satisfaction;  and 
after  lus  last  return  from  South  Carolina,  he  stajed  at  home 
betwe^  two  and  three  years;  it  being  the  Dth  of  December 
1737,  wlic  n  he  was^ut  into  the  command  of  the  Centurion. 
In  this  ship,  he  was  ordered,  in  February  following,  to  the 
eoait  of  Chiinea;  firom  which  station  be  returned  to  his  own 
country,  by  the  course  of  Barbadoes  and  South  Carolina,  on 
Ae  1 0th  of  July,  1739 ;  having  ezecnted  with  great  prudence 
and  fidelity  the  directions  or  sovemment.  Anson^s  con- 
dndyinhiaYarious  situations  aira  employments,  had  produced 
so  favoinrable  an  opinion  of  his  capacity  and  spirit,  that  when, 
in  the  war  which  broke  out  with  Spain  in  1739,  it  was  deter, 
mined  to  attack  the  American  settlements  of  the  Spaniards 
in  the  great  Pacific  Ocean^andby  this  means  to  affect  them 
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y.i  tLv  ir  most  sensible  |]arts,bc  was  fixed  upon  to  be  the  com- 
mander of  the  t^eet  which  was  desii^^nc^l  lor  tliat  purpose.  The 
history  of  this  celebralod  expedition  i:s  in  cvcnr  one's  hand. 

It  will  bo  suftieient  for  to  relate,  that  he  departed  frcMn 
St.  Helen's  on  the  18th  of  September,  1740,  at  the  bead  of 
a  squadron  consisting  of  five  men-of-war,  a  sloop-of-war,  and 
two  victualling  ships;  that  he  stopped  first  at  Madeira,  tlm 
at  the  island  of  St.  Catherine,  on  the  coast  of  Br«n]»aid 
next  at  Port  St.  Julian,  in  Patagonia;  that  he  eneomliwi 
prodigious  difficult]^  in  doubling  Cape  Horn;  thai,  iatMi 
perilous  passage,  the  fleet  was  separate,  and  part  of  it  limr 
loined  him  again ;  at  length,  he  arriredat  the  idaod  of  Jm 
Fernaadea;  that  from  t&oce  he  proceeded  to  Perils  took  the 
towD  of  Pttta»  anchored  a  few  davB  at  Qoibo^  aatM  to  the 
coast  of  Mexico,  and  formed  the  d^ign  of  intereeptiDg 
Acafrako  ihip ;  that,  after  stopping  awhile  at  the  harhovtf 
Chemetan,  no  determined  to  cross  the  Paci^  Ooeen;  Ihitst 
last  nis  sqoadnm  was  radnoed  to  his  own  single  lUp^ 
Centurion;  that  he  made  some  stair  at  Tinian,  one  of  tks 
Ladrones  or  Marian  islaodst  Arom  which  he  went  to  Masss; 
thatsmHnghackftomMaoao»in(]nestof  theManina  galkce, 
he  had  thehappinessof  meeting  with  it,  and  of  taking  it,ca  the 
d(Hh  of  Jnne»  1748 ;  that,  after  this  enterprise^  he  rstnrnsd  Is 
Canton,  whence  he  embarked  for  England,  bj  the  OsneeC 
Cksod  Hope;  that  having  completed  his  Toyage  rvmi  tht 
world,  he  came  safe  to  an  anchor  at  Spitheaik,  on  the  Iftkof 
Jnne^  1744$  and  that  he  execnted  the  whole  of  the  nnder> 
taking  with  sinmlar  honour  and  adTantage  to  himstlf,  and 
the  officers  and  people  nnder  him,  thoiu4i  from  origiasi 
erron  and  deftots  in  the  embarkation,  and  iVom  etasss  ia 
whidi  he  was  in  no  wise  concerned,  the  grand  dcs^  ef  Ar 
eamedition  was  not  ftiUy  answered* 

Before  commodore  Anson  set  sail  upon  this  expediikiawks 
took  care  to  inmish  lumsdf  with  the  printed  joomak  of  tht 
Tojages  to  the  Sonth  Seas,  and  the  best  mannscriptaeeeiali 
he  could  procure  of  all  the  Spanish  settlemmits  upon  tb 
coasts  of  Chili,  Peru,  and  Mesioo,  whidi  he  aftemiidi 
careftilly  compiured  with  the  examinations  of  fait  prisoners 
and  the  information  of  several  intelligent  persons  whsM 
into  his  hands ;  and,  throuffh  the  whow  enterprise^  he  aetfd 
with  a  remarkable  discretion,  and  with  a  calmness  wMi 
particularly  distinguishes  Ids  character.  His  humanittwu 
displayed  at  the  tuand  of  Juan  Fernandes,  ia  his  asnfting 
with  hia  own  kboort  and  obliging  the  cflkient,  witlMt 
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tinction,  to  assist  ia  carrying  the  blck  sailors,  in  tlu  ir  liaiiu 
mocLs,  to  shore.  At  the  same  place,  he  sowed  lettuces,  car- 
rots,  and  other  garden  plants,  and  set,  in  the  woods,  a  p^reat 
Taxiety  of  plumb,  apricot,  and  peach  stones,  fur  the  better 
acctMUDiodation  ol'  those  who  should  hereafter  touch  there. 
Fruni  a  like  rei/vard  to  future  n:i\  i;L(ators,  Ans(^n  wiis  parti- 
cularly industrious  in  directing'  the  roads  and  coasts  to  be 
surrey edy  and  other  observations  to  be  made;  for  he  well 
koeWy  by  his  own  experience,  the  want  of  these  materials, 
and  of  how  great  consequence  they  might  prove  to  any 
BritMi  vessels,  which,  in  succeeding  times,  might  be  em- 
ployed  in  thoie  seas.  Bv  the  wise  and  proper  use  which  be 
made  of  the  inteUigenee  ne  had  obtainea  from  some  Spanish 
cuttsreiy  the  oommodore  was  eooooraffed  to  form  the  design 
of  attaey^g  the  town  of  Paita;  and  hia  ecmduct^  in  tut 
atta<^  addeid  modi  to  his  repntation. 

In  DO  iastanoe  was  the  fortitude  of  Ids  mind  put  to  a 
set  ever  tnalt  than  when  the  GentnrioD  was  driTon  out  to 
sea,  from  the  nninhahited  island  of  Tinian;  himself*  many 
of  the  offieer%  and  part  of  the  crew  beiog  left  on  shore;  hot 
even  in  this  situation,  he  preserved  his  nsaal  composure 
and  ateadinessy  though  he  could  not  be  without  his  share 
of  inward  disquietude.  He  calmly  applied  himsdf  to 
e? ery  measure  which  was  likely  to  keep  up  the  epunffe  of 
his  men,  and  to  facilitate  their  departure  from  the  island. 
He  pertonelly  engaged  in  the  most  laborious  part  of  the 
work  which  was  necessary  to  the  constructing  of  a  yessel 
for  this  purpose;  and  it  was  only  upon  the  pleasing  and  un- 
i  \[>ecteanew8  of  the  return  of  the  Gentunon»  that,  throw«i 
ing  down  his  axe^  he  by  his  jo^  broke  through,  for  the  first 
time^  the  equable  and  unvaried  character  which  he  had 
hitherto  presenred. 

When  he  was  at  Macaoti  commodore  Ansoni  exerted  great 
s|iirit  and  address  in  procuring  the  necessary  aid  from  the 
Chinese^  for  the  refitting  of  his  slup;  and  in  the  scheme  for 
taking  the  Manilla  gaXkoUf  and  in  the  actual  taking  of  it, 
he  di^dayed  united  wisdom  and  courage:  nor  did  the  usual 
ralmness  of  his  mind  forsake  him  on  a  most  trying  occasion; 
when,  in  the  moment  of  Ttctory,  the  Centurion  was  danger- 
easly  on  fire  near  the  powder-room.  During  his  subse* 
quent  stay  at  Cantout  he  acted,  in  all  respects,  with  the 
great^t  spirit,  and  firmly  maintaiDed  the  privileges  and  hon- 
our of  the  British  fiag.  The  perils  with  which  he  had  been 
so  often  threatened,  pursued  him  to  the  last;  for,  on  his 
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arrival  in  England,  he  found  tbat  he  had  eaiM  Uneagh  the 
midst  of  the  French  fleett  th€0  cniiaing  in  the  dMumii, 
fh)m  which  he  had,  the  whole  time,  been  concealed  br  m 
fog.  Thnt  was  his  expedition  finished  at  the  end  of  one 
years  and  nine  months ;  ^  after  having,  bj  its  e?ent»**  ssjs 
the  writer  of  his  vojuge,^  "  strongly  evinced  this  important 
truth,  that  though  pmdence^  intrepidity,  and  perssmsnss 
united,  are  not  exempted  from  the  blows  of  advene  Ibrtene, 
yet,  in  a  long  series  of  transactions,  they  usually  rise  supe- 
rior to  its  power,  and,  in  the  end,  rarely  hSl  of  proviog  $uo- 
oessfnl,** 

A  few  days  after  his  return  to  his  own  country,  Anm 
was  made  a  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  in  a  verr  short 
time,  he  was  chosen  member  of  parliament  for  Hey^  ia 
Yorkshire.  In  1744,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  eosBvii- 
sioners  of  the  admiralty,  and  in  the  foUowii^  year  he  was 
made  a  rear-admiral  of  the  white.  In  1746,  be  was  raiwd 
to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral;  and  in  the  latter  end  of  tfaii 
year,  and  the  beginning  of  the  next,  he  commanded  the  9qoa> 
dron  in  the  channel  service;  and  nothing,  perhaps,  wooU 
have  frustrated  the  success  of  this  expedition,  but  the  acci- 
dental intelligeTicc'  wliicb  \n  as  given  by  the  maaterof  aDntek 
vessel  to  the  duke  d*AnvtUe*s  fieet,  of  admiral  Ansoo*s  its- 
tion  and  intention. 

Early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  however,  he  had  an  Cfipor- 
tunity  of  rendering  a  verv  signal  service  to  his  conntiy;  Ar, 
heing  then  on  board  the  Prince  George,  of  ninety  guns 
with  rear-admiral  Warren,  in  the  Devonshire,  and  t\vdf# 
Mps  more  under  his  command,  he  intercepted,  off  dae 
Finisterre,  a  considerable  fleet,  bound  from  France  to  us 
East  and  West  Indies,  laden  with  merdiandise,  trea5m«^ 
and  warlike  stores,  and  took  six  men-of-war,  and  four  Eait 
Indiamen,  not  one  of  tlio  enemy's  vessels  of  w.ir  eseniag. 
By  this  successful  exploit  he  defeated  the  designs  o/  two 
hostile  expeditions,  and  made  a  considerable  addition  to  tkt 
force  and  riches  of  our  own  kingdom.  Verv  soon  ifV<r 
tbi^  -vent,  his  majesty  king  George  II.,  raised  him  to  the 
Kiigiish  peerajue,  by  the  title  of  lord  Anson,  baron  of  So- 
bcrtun,  in  the  county  of  Southampton:  and  his- lordi% 
made  choice  of  a  motto,  very  happily  suited  to  the  danger? 
be  hnd  p^one  throuKb,  xad  the  suooesses  he  had  met  with, 
•*  AiV  iiesperandumy 

*  TliU  writer  was  Col.  Bobins,  an  eminent  oficer  of  enginscra 
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In  17409  Aoson  wm  made  Tioe4KlmiraI  of  Omt 
Britab;  in  appointment  that  Is  more  of  a  citril  than  a  mili- 
tary iiatiire»  but  whieb,  nevertheleaiy  was  always  giyen  to  a 
mtHtarj  man.  In  1751,  he  was  preferred  to  be  nr»t  oom- 
Tftiwaoner  of  the  admiral^;  and,  in  the  Tears  1752  and  1755, 
ke  was  one  ctf  the  lords  justices  of  die  kingdom,  daring 
kis  majestj^s  absence.  On  the  16th  of  November,  1756, 
lord  Anson,  npon  a  change  in  the  administration,  resigned 
his  poet  as  first  oommissioner  of  the  admiralty.  On  the 
24th  of  February,  1757,  he  was  made  an  admiral ;  and,  on 
the  2d  of  Jul  J,  he  was  again  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admir- 
alty board,  where  he  continued  doring  the  remainder  of 
Itta  life.  Became  in  with  bis  old  friends,  the  duke  of  New* 
cnstie  and  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  and  in  the  most  honour- 
able manner ;  for  he  renewed  his  seat  with  the  concurrence 
of  erery  individual  in  the  ministry,  Mr.  Pitt  resuming  the 
■eals  as  secretary  of  state,  and  witik  the  particular  approba- 
tion of  king  George  II.  All  the  rest  of  his  conduct,  as  first 
aommissioner  of  the  admiralty,  was  crowned  with  ?nc<  ess 
under  one  of  the  most  glorious  administrations  which  this 
country  ever  saw. 

The  last  time  that  lord  Anson  commanded  at  sea  was  in 
the  year  1758,  to  cover  the  expedition  against  the  coast  of 
France.  Being  then  admiral  of  the  white,  and  having 
hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Kojal  George  of  one  hundred 

Sns,  be  sailed  from  Spithead  on  the  1st  of  June,  with  a 
rmidable  fieet,  Sir  Edward  ll.awke  serving  under  him;  and 
by  cruising  continually  before  Brest,  be  protected  the  de- 
sosots  which  were  made  that  summer  at  St.  Malo^s,  Cher- 
horg,  and  other  places.  The  French  fieet  not  venturing  to 
oome  out,  he  kept  his  own  squadron  and  seamen  in  constant 
ezerctse;  a  tlung,  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  too  much 
disregarded.  On  the  30th  of  July,  1761,  bis  lordship  was 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  admiral  and  comnir\n dor.in-chief  of 
the  fleet.  In  February  1762,  he  went  to  i'ortsmoutli  v  ith 
the  queen's  brother,  prince  Charles  of  Mecklenburgb,to  show 
bim  the  arsenal,  and  the  fleet  which  was  then  upon  tiio  point 
of  sailing,  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Pocock,  for 
the  Havannab.  In  attending  the  prince^  he  caught  a  vio- 
lent  cold^  frr>in  which  he  never  quite  T'eoovorcd.  He  died 
on  the  6th  of  June,  1762,  at  his  scat  at  Moor  Park,  in  Hert- 
fordshire, and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  Colwich. 

Brides  the  other  honours  which  we  have  mentioned,  lord 
Anson  was  a  member  of  his  majesty*s  privy  council,  one  of  the 
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cMer  brethren  of  the  Trinitv  House,  an  J  a  [r<>vorDor  ot  thd 
Charter  House.  lie  was  very  assiduous  at  the  admiralty, 
board,  and  remarkably  fjuick  and  ready  in  making-  naval 
dispositions  of  every  kind,  and  in  appropriate dl'  the  pr^^pv^ 
{Strength  and  proper  sort  of  ships  to  the  different  serv  ict^. 
He  was  pleased  to  <?oe  his  table  filled  by  gentlemeu  of  ibe 
navy:  and  he  was  a  li'ue  friend  aod  pAtrOQ  of  bmb  of  xwl 
merit  and  rapacity  in  the  service. 

As  an  otEcer  aud  a  hkld,  tlie  memory  of  lord  Ans^^n  is 
entitled  to  the  utmost  veneration  and  respect.    As  an  officer, 
he  was  cool  and  stead v  in  the  exLcution  of  his  dutv,  of  aa 
eTiterpri*inix  spirit,  yet  juillenl  under  dirficul ties, and  endowed 
with  a  courage  that  no  dangers  could  ili-iiKiv.    Hi  b.-id  th^* 
welfare  of  his  country  truly  at  heart,  and  served  ic  witii  a 
zeal  tlint  has  been  equalled  by  few,  and  surpassed  by  none. 
Among  the  many  services  thnt  will  immortalize  his  name, 
hi?  discreet  and  fortunate  choice  of  his  olficers  wa^i  uoiiv  of 
tlie  least,  m  will  readily  be  allowed,  when  it  is  mentiont^i, 
that  K>ir  Charles  Saunders,  captain  Philip  Saumarez,  Sir 
Picrcy  I5rett,  Sir  Peter  Dennis,  and  lord  Ivej  pel,  wer^  hi* 
lieutenants  in  the  Centurion.    As  a  man,  he  was  warm  and 
steady  in  his  friendships,  and  particularly  caref  ul  "f  'he  iii- 
terests  of  those  whom  he  had  taken  under  his  prut -v  lioo,  if 
they  continned  worthy  of  his  patronage.    Iri  hi-  iiH  -  siUon 
he  was  mild  and  unassuming,  and  could  lioast  of  no  gr«au 
Acquaintance  with  the  world,  but  on  ]n  nfessionai  suhie«t* 
his  judcrment  wa«;  cpiick  and  cnnipri  hen^is  e;  and  Mr.  Pit: 
nllesw  rd  hini  to  be  mioof  the  ablest  colleagues  of  hi«i.  uloriou- 
ttdraini>t ration.    OT  l:  •  m1  fortune,  no  man  had  a  Urger  shan^ 
than  lord  Ansc>u,  but  a  >h<Hild  be  remarkeil,  that  scarteiy 
any  man  deserved  it  nv^re;  his  successes  were  not  the  rfjult 
of  blind  chance,  but  of  well-concerte<l  and  W(.ll-(  xecutt-d  »lt'- 
sigiH.     On  the  wliole,  we  may  safely  prunuuuce  our  hrp' 
to  be  uue  of  the  ite)>t  illu.Htrioii-  ehanicters  that  our  IiAvy 
h    produced,  and  one  whose  name  will  descend  with  bonuur 
to  the  latest  posterity. 

Sir  ^Jeorge  Pocock,  of  whose  name  frequent  honourable 
m<*ntion  has  been  made,  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Pocoi^'k,  chaplain 
to  Greenwich  Hospital.  He  raised  himself  to  the  highest 
reputation  in  his  profession,  and  died  in  17d2,  in  the  a7iii 
year  of  his  age. 

Of  Richard  Tyrrel,  and  his  famous  combat  with  tlii 
ilurissanti  wo  have  already  spoken. 


u  kjui^L-u  Google 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

OEOBGE  III.  1763  TO  1783 — PROGRESS  OF  DISCOVERY — BYRON — 
CIFTAIN    COOK — WAR    OF    AMERICAN    REVOLUTION — WAR  WITH 

FRANCE  WAR   WITH    SPAIN — WAR  WITH  HOLLAND— SIEGE  OF 

GIBRALTAR — ELLIOT.  LORD  HEATHFIELD — BARRINGTON — KEP- 
FEL — RODNEY — KEMPENFELT — LOSS  OF  THE  ROYAL  GEORGE  — 
SIR  JOHN  MOORE  —  MAURICE  SUCKLING — SIR  CHARLES  HARDY — 
SIR  HYDE  PARKER — PAUL  JONES. 

During  the  interval  of  pe4ace  which  followed  the  termina- 
tion of  the  seven  years*  war,  the  attention  of  the  English 
government  was  laudably  directed  to  the  promotion  of  mari- 
tirue  discovery ;  a  subject,  at  all  times  deeply  interesting  to 
the  British  sailor,  and  in  connection  with  which,  many  of  his 
most  endurinj^,  though  peaceful,  laurels  have  been  won. 

It  is  not  consistent  with  the  nature  of  this  work,  to  enter 
minutely  into  the  detail  of  voyages  of  discovery;  but  the  op- 
portunity must  not  be  altogether  passed  by,  unused,  to  give 
a  brief  notice  of  at  least  two  navigators  distinguished  in  this 
department,  whose  history  is  naturally  connected  with  the 
era  of  which  wo  treat. 

Lord  Anson,  celebrated  alike  in  the  warlike  and  peaceful 
pUTauitii  of  his  profession,  has  been  already  mentioned.  The 
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improvements  he  iiilroilnred  in  navigation,  and  in  th--^  mnn- 
agement  of  his  crew.s,  was  of  the  £rTeat(»st  utility  to  las  >ue- 
cessors .  Of  these,  the  first  of  whom  we  shall  oder  m  accouBt, 
is  BjroD. 

THE  HONOURABLE  lUHN  BYRON,  second  ^oa 
of  William,  fourth  lord  Byron,  and  griniU father  of  the  ccle- 
brati  ]  poet,  lord  Byron,  was  born  in  November,  1723.  and 
appointo<l  a  midsliiinnan  in  1731;  he  afterwards  served  on 
board  tlie  Wager  store-siup.  Jn  tliis  vessel  he  saikd,  in  1 74M, 
for  the  South  Seas,  with  the  squadron  under  the  ord*  r>  of 
commodore  Anson.  The  distre?^??e8  which  he  cxyxrienoM 
after  the  loss  of  that  ill-fated  ship  ,  l  i  ive  been  recorded  in  hi> 
interesting  narrative,  a  work  iu  the  hands  of  most  nafai 
reiiders. 

Immediately  on  his  return  home,  he  was  pronioted  to  be 
commander  of  a  sloop  of  war;  and  advanced,  in  DecenilKT, 
174G,  to  be  captain  of  the  Syren  frigate.  Alter  thi>  nvi 
mention  is  made  of  him  durinL'  the  war:  not  long  ^iier  it-^ 
conclusion  he  was  appointed  to  the  St.  Alban' 
for  the  coast  of  (iuinea,  with  commodore  Buckle.  On  hU 
return  to  England,  in  daiuKirv,  1753,  he  was  appointt>l  to 
the  Au^''usta,  ui  b'lxiy  ^uns,  n  ordered  to  be  eijuippevl  for 
a  LTuardship  at  Plymouth.  Fi  um  thi>  .-hip  he  w?is  protnot«i 
to  thi^  Vanguard,  of  seventy  truns,  a  shipordereil  to  be  fitted 
for  sea  at  Plymouth,  in  the  hc^rinninj?  of  the  year  1755«a 
rupture  being  then  apprehended  with  France.  In  1757,  be 
was  captain  of  the  America,  a  sixty  gun  ship,  one  of  the 
armament  employed  on  the  successless  expedition  against 
Rochfort,  under  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  At  the  close  of  this 
year  he  was  sent  out  senior  officer  of  a  small  souadron,  con- 
sisting of  his  own  shin,  the  America,  with  the  Brilliant  and 
Coventry  frigates,  ordered  to  cruise  off  the  coMt  of  France, 

No  other  material  mention  is  made  of  Byron  tOl  the  earij 
p«rt  of  1760,  when  he  commanded  the  Fame,  of  aerentj-four 

Ems,  and  was  ordered  to  Louisbourg  with  some  tnuisport^, 
▼iog  on  board  artificers  and  engineers,  sent  to  demolish 
the  fimtUeatloDs  of  that  once  important  place.  Having  rtw 
odved  infomiation  ftom  the  ffOTemor  of  Loniaboiirg,  that 
tome  Freneh  ships  of  war,  with  itoro-sluns,  wero  in  Caaltw 
Bay,  ho  prooeeded  in  quest  of  them,  witn  hb  own  ^ip,  tha 
lUpnli^  and  Scarborough,  He  ntooeided  Hi  tetrojing 
the  wholes  consisting  of  three  iUgalest  the  Marohanht  « 
thirtjr-two  guns,  the  Bienfaisaat,  of  twenty-two^  aai  tli% 
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Marqtiis  ^lar;osc,  of  eighteen,  vvtth  twenty  schooners,  sloops, 
an*]  small  privateers,  having  on  board  soirie  iroop&i  with  a 
con."siderable  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores. 

Captain  Byron  returned  from  Louisbourg,  and  arrived 
in  safety  at  Plymouth,  towards  the  end  of  November.  We 
believe  him,  though  no  t;ir(lier  particular  mention  is  made  of 
him,  to  have  continued  iii  the  Fame  nearly,  if  not  entirely, 
till  the  end  of  the  war.  Soon  after  peace  had  taken  place, 
it  Mas  resolved  to  send  out  a  small  force  on  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery; and  liyron,  in  eunsequence  of  his  universally  ac- 
knowledtred  judLrment  and  skill  in  the  art  ul  itavigatioD^  Wi&s 
pitched  upon  i«»  commajid  it. 

His  instructions,  dated  thu  l7th  of  June  in  that  year,  ex- 
plain the  nature  and  <jhjeet  of  the  expedition.  "  Whereas 
Dothin:^  can  redound  more  to  the  honour  of  this  nation,  as  a 
maritime  power,  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  to  the  advancement  of  the  trade  and  navigation 
thereof,  than  to  make  discoveries  of  countries  hitherto  un- 
known :  and  whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  lands 
and  Islands  of  great  extent,  hitherto  un visited  by  any  Euro- 
pean power,  may  be  found  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  between 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Magellanic  Straits,  within 
the  latitude  convenient  for  navigation,  and  in  climates 
adapted  to  the  produce  of  commodities  usefol  in  commerce; 
and  whereas  his  majesty *8  islands  called  Pepy*s  island  and 
Falkland  Islands,  lying  within  the  said  track,  notwithstand- 
ing their  having  been  first  discovered  and  Tisited  by  British 
navigators,  hare  neirer  yet  been  so  sufficiently  surveyed,  as 
that  an  accnrato  judgment  may  be  formed  of  their  coasts 
and  prodncty  his  majestj  taking  the  premises  Into  oonsidera> 
tion,  and  conedvlng  no  eoojiinctare  so  proper  for  an  enter* 
prise  of  this  natore  as  a  time  of  profound  peace,  whieh  lus 
kingdoms  at  present  happily  enjoy,  has  thought  fit  that  it 
should  now  be  ondertaken.  Cwtain  Byron,  pursuant  to 
diese  instmetions,  sailed  from  the  Downs  on  the  21st  of  Jnne^ 
and  having  visited  the  Falkland  Islands,  passed  through  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  he  dis- 
covered the  islands  of  Disappointmentf  Ckorge,  Prince  of 
Wales,  Danger,  York  Islana,  and  Bvron  Islimd.  He  re» 
tmued  to  England  in  the  month  of  Mav,  in  the  year  17^ 
—having  determined  in  the  course  of  this  Ions  navi^ption 
many  doa1>tfal  points,  the  result  of  which  was  highly  mter- 
esdng  to  the  pu  otic,  Kod  of  great  importance  to  future  navi- 
gators. 
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Bjrai»  aft«r  Us  retanii  held  no  conuDaad  tiQ  tho  year 
1769f  wben  he  wM|  on  the  8d  of  June,  appoinled  govienior 
of  Newfonndlind.    On  Mirdi  31, 1775^  ho  was  xiTaneod 
to  he  reer-admiril  of  the  blue,  on  the  28th  of  Aprii,  i777» 
to  he  reer-Mhnuralof  the  white,  on  the  23d  of  Jennerj,  177S» 
to  he  lear-edmiral  of  the  red,  and,  immediateiy  after,  to  be 
vioe-adminl  of  the  Uae.    The  hoetile  intentknis  of  Fmoee 
beooming  at  this  timeapparent,  and  it  being  diaeoraed  br  the 
administration,  that  a  strong  squadron  of  twelve  siiqie  of  the 
Une^  commanded  by  oonnt  d'Eistaing,  was  under  orders  to 
sail,  as  it  was  snpnosed,  to  America,  admiral  Bjroo  was 
chcsen  to  command  a  squadron  of  nearij  the  same  fime» 
whidi  was  ordered  thither  for  the  purpose  of  ooonteneting 
their  interference.   He  sMled  on  the  9th  of  June;  but  tM 
squadron  encounterlDg  aviolaot  gale  of  wind,  was  ceen- 
metelj  di^ersed.   B^n,  who  had  his  flag  on  board  tlse 
JPrlncess  Kojal,  of  ninety  guns,  arrived  Mone  off  Sandj 
Hook  on  the  18th  of  August,  and  found  d'Estaing  at  anchor 
there  before  him,  in  such  a  station  as  to  prevent  all  poeas- 
biUtj  of  his  getting  either  into  New  Yoric  or  Rhode  Uaad. 
He  conseqnentlj  bore  away  for  HaUfas:,and  havmg  refkaired 
the  injuries  the  ship  receive<l  on  its  {Mssage,  he  sailed  to  New 
Yovkf  in  order  to  join  lord  Uowe^  with  all  the  force  he  had 
been  able  to  collect.    This  connsted  of  no  more  than  his 
own  ship,  the  Gulloden,  of  seventy- four  guns,  the  DiamoxMl 
frigate^  with  the  Dispatch  and  liope  sloops^f-war.  But 
the  enemy,  after  a  skirmish  whh  some  of  the  English  sfa^Mj^ 
put  into  Boston,  in  New  England,  to  repair  tl^  damaMs 
thev  had  sastained,  and  to  prepare  for  a  voyage  to  the  IVest 
Imues.    Having  collected  his  whole  force^  he  followed  in 
pursuit,  and  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  any  farther  ntt&ck 
from  being  made  on  admiral  Barrington,  who  had  with  n 
foroe^  comparatively  speaking,  small,  not  only  withstood  the 
Utmost  efTorts  of  the  French  admiral,  but  made  himaelf 
master  of  the  island  of  St.  Lucia.    Some  months  wei^  spent 
in  watching  eai^  olher,  during  which  time  both  sidea  re- 
ceived reinforcements;  but  the  enemy  sdU  retained  a  mani* 
fest  superiority,  both  in  numbers  and  in  the  sixe  of  their  ships. 
Such  was  the  situation  of  afEurs,  when  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  the  vice-admiral  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
French  fleet,  in  great  force,  had  been  discovered  from  St. 
Vincent's,  immediately  put  to  sea  in  pursuit  of  them;  when 
on  his  passage  to  (  rrensoa,  he  received  advice  that  the  i^huid 
was  attaciwd  by  a  force  not  eiceediog  nineteen  shipa  of  the 
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lir.e.  lie  hastened  thitlier,  and  arrived  ofr  8t,  Oeorpe's  Bay, 
wh€r«^*  the  eneniy  Iny  at  aiich'^r.  ^nnn  aft^r  day-light.  On 
the  Otii  of  July,  inimodiate  iDia-ures  were  taken  to  1  ring" 
them  to  close  action  ;  hut  the  tiiLiny's  fleet,  when  complc  tcly 
forme-il,  wa«?  found  to  conj^ist  <'f  twenty-seven  ships  of  the 
line,  instead  of  nineteen,  which  had  been  before  stated  as 
their  highest  force.  Notwithstandinir  this  great  superiority, 
the  whole  of  B^ron'?  force,  araounting-  to  twenty-one  sail 
only,  seven  or  eight  of  ^\  Inch  were  of  «ixty-four  guns,  while 
rerv  few  in  D*E?taing's  tleet  carried  fewer  than  seventy- 
four,  the  latter  m^>-t  industriously  avi>ided  a  cln^*  action,  a 
point  he  wa-  tnul  led,  from  tlie  great  superiority  his  ships 
possessed  in  point  of  sailing,  to  carry  into  effect .  The  en- 
counter produced  nothincr  deti:?iv«  :  ( nnnnSi  rt d  as  Byron 
was  with  a  nuinerons  fleet  of  tran^purt^,  he  w  as  unable  to 
effect  any  thing  fartiirT,  and  Grenada  fell  into  their  hands. 
He  himself,  in  his  desj^atches,  inakt->  the  following  remark  on 
the  enemy's  conduct: — **  AlthonL''li  it  was  evident,  fhr<  iul;  Ijout 
the  w  hole  day,  that  they  resolved  to  avoid  a  close  engagement, 
I  rr.uld  not  allow  mvself  to  thiiilx,  that,  with  a  force  so  greatly 
superior,  the  French  admiral  would  allow  us  to  carry  off  the 
traniports  in.iini ^Ir-ted.'*  * 

Byrot)  .-oon  aUtr  iLl^  event  returned  to  England  in  a  fri- 
gate, leaving  the  command  with  rear-athiiiral  l*arker,  and 
never  accepted  of  any  sul)sequent  command.  On  the  19th 
of  March,  1779,  while  absent  in  the  West  Indies,  he  was 
adrancefl  to  he  vice-admiral  of  the  whitet  which  was  the 
highest  rank  he  lived  to  attain. 

He  died  on  the  10th  of  April,  1786,  with  the  universal 
and  justly. :4c»|iuit'd  reputation  of  a  hrnve  and  excellent 
officer,  but  of  a  man  extremely  unlurtunate.  He  left  two 
sons,  of  w  hom  John^  the  elder,  was  the  father  of  the  cd^ 
brated  poet. 

CAPTAIN  COOK.— The  parents  of  captain  Cook, 
who  were  respectable  in  their  lowly  station,  were  settled  for 
feme  time  before  his  birth  at  Marton,  a  village  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire;  and  in  this  place  their  son  Janle^, 
destined  to  give  celebrity  to  their  name  and  family,  was  born 
on  the  27th  of  October,  in  the  year  1728.  Having  received 
the  first  rudiments  of  education  at  his  native  place,  he  was 
further  instructed  in  writing,  and  the  common  rules  of  arith- 
metic at  Ay  ton ;  and,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  ^ears^  be  was 
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aporentioed  to  a  shopkeeper  at  Staiths,  a  fishing  town  lea 
mues  from  Whithy.  Tne  sea»  however,  was  the  objeefc 
towards  which  he  manifested  an  earl^  indinaticm;  aad»  in 
oonseqaenoe  of  some  disagreement  with  his  master^  he  ok- 
famea  his  dischafgOi  and  bonnd  himself  for  seven  jears  to 
Messrs.  Walkers  of  Whitby,  quakers  bj  religioos  profa- 
sbn,  who  employed  two  ships  in  the  ooal  trade. 

At  the  expiration  of  hb  apprenticeship,  he  oootinmd  in 
vessels  of  this  descriptioD,  as  a  common  saUor,  till  at  kngtb 
he  was  appointed  mate  in  one  of  Walker's  aliips.  At  Vm 
time»  he  was  not  distinguished  by  any  iiecoliar  and  iwy 
marked  diaracter,  though,  without  donbt,  he  mnst  hare 
aoqnired  a  oonsiderable  degree  of  knowledge  in  praelied 
navigation.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  I755y  when  hostifi- 
ties  commenced  between  England  and  France,  Cook,  and 
the  ship  to  which  he  belonged,  hi^pened  to  be  in  the  rivsr 
Thames;  and  after  concealing  himself  some  timet  to  aveii 
being  impressed,  he  determined  to  enter  into  tbe  Bricisb 
navy.  His  first  situation  was  on  board  the  Eagle  man^i^ 
war,  to  Uie  command  of  which  captain,  afterwards  Sir  Ut/gk^ 
Palliser  was  appointed  in  1755.  As  an  active,  diligent  se^ 
man,  he  recommended  himself  to  the  captain*s  notice;  and 
in  consequence  of  his  acknowledged  merit,  as  wdl  as  by  some 
private  interference^  he  obtuned  in  May,  1759,  a  master  i 
warrant,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Mercurv. 

This  ship  was  destined  for  North  America,  whm  ahs 
joined  the  Heet  under  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  which,  in  eon- 
junction  with  the  land  forces  under  general  Wolfe^  wai 
engaged  in  the  sie^  of  Quebec.  As  it  was  necessary  to 
take  the  soundings  m  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  between 
island  of  Orleans  and  the  North  shore,  in  the  front  of  the 
French  fortified  camp  at  Montmorency  and  Bcaup<:>rt,  Cook 
was  recommended  hy  captain  Palliser  to  this  difficult  and 
hazardous  service.  He  performed  it,  with  grsai  persocsl 
risk,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  employers;  and  imr* 
nished  the  admiral  with  a  complete  and  oorreet  drapghl  sf 
the  channel  and  soundings. 

Before  this  time,  it  is  thought  that  he  had  scarcely  ertf 
used  a  pencili  and  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  drawing. 
He  next  surveyed  those  parts  of  the  river  below  Quebrt^ 
which  navigators  had  found  to  he  attended  with  much  dsn* 
ger;  this  business  was  executed  with  his  customary  di^- 

gence  and  skill;  and  when  his  undertaking  was  6nisb«d, 
is  chart  of  the  rirer  St«  Lawrence  was  published  wA 
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thf  necessar^f  souudiugs  and  directions  for  navigatifig  the 
nver. 

After  the  expedition  to  Quebec,  Cook  was  appointed  mas* 
ier  of  the  Northumberl rinr!  man-of-war.  During  the  sta- 
tion of  his  ship  at  Hiiiilax,  he  read  Euclid,  and  devoted 
f  i-*  leisure  time  to  the  study  of  astronomy,  and  other 
braoehes  of  science.  In  1762,  the  Northumberland  came 
to  Newfoundlandi  to  assist  in  the  recapture  of  the  island 
ftom  the  French;  and  after  this  was  accomplished,  Cook 
sorrejed  the  harbour  of  PlaoeDtia»  and  the  heights  of  the 
plaee^  with  a  diiigenoe  which  engaged  the  notice  of  captain 
GrMTes,  the  gOTemor  of  Newfoundland.  The  governor 
formed  a  high  opinion  of  bb  abilities  and  chancer;  and 
tliit  opinion  was  amply  confirmed  by  the  concurring  testi- 
mony of  all  the  officers  nu  ler  whom  he  had  served. 

Upon  Cook*s  return  to  England,  towards  Uie  dose  of  the 
year  1762,  he  married.  Early  in  the  year  1763,  he  accom* 
panied  captain  Greaves  to  Newfonndlaod  as  surveyor  of  its 
coasts.  In  1764,  he  was  appointed,  under  the  orders  of 
comiDodore  Palliser,  marine  surveyor  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador;  and  of  the  satisfactorv  manner  in  which  he  exe- 
eoted  this  office,  the  charts  which  he  afterwards  published, 
affofd  sufficient  evidence.  These  services  were  continued 
till  the  year  1767;  and  while  he  was  employed  in  them,  he 
transmitted  to  the  Royal  Society  an  observation  of  the 
eclipse  of  the  sun  at  Newfoundland,  with  the  longitude 
deduced  from  it,  from  which  he  appears  to  Lave  already 
^cfltiired  th''  cti:n-:\cter  of  an  able  mathematician. 

But  a  iicw  and  laurc  iiiterestirig  bceno  opunud  ujion  him. 
A  spirit  of  discovery  had  been  excited  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  in  the  following  century  it  was 
very  vigorous  and  active:  but,  soun  after  the  comiiienee- 
TTif^nt  of  the  seventeenth  century,  it  declined  :  at  a  ^ub.se(|uent 
pt'riod,  during  the  reign  of  king  George  II.  it  nvrmn  hoif.in 
to  revive ;  and  t  wo  voyages  were  performed  for  thr  purpose 
of  discovering  a  nurth-west  passage  through  Hudson's  Bay. 
But  a  nobler  display  of  this  spirit  was  reserved  for  Cook  to 
furnish.  Soon  after  the  peace  of  1763,  two  voyages  round 
the  world  were  undertaken  by  capt^iins  Byron,  Wallis,  and 
Carteret,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  several  discoveries, 
which  served  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  geography  and 
navigation ;  but  before  the  return  of  the  two  liut  of  these 
comnMunders,  another  voyage  was  projected,  on  a  more 
eiteiisiTe  scale  than  either  of  the  former. 
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The  transit  of  Ventu  in  1 769,  which  was  likelr  to  be  ob. 
served  with  the  greatest  advantage  in  some  t>f  the  island5  of 
the  South  Sea,  afforded  an  induc^ent  to  this  expedition ; 
and  after  a  Tariety  of  fireliminarj  consnltationfl  and  debat€% 
Cook,  who  was  strongly  reoomnended  by  Mr.  Stephens^ 
.*<ecretary  to  the  admiraltyy  and  bj  Sir  Hugh  PaUlser,  was 
appointed  to  the  oomfnaiid  of  It,  with  the  rank  of  a  fieo- 
tenant  in  the  royal  navy. 

A  Teasel  of  three  hundred  and  seventy  tons,  called  the 
EndeaTonr,  was  prepared ;  but  before  the  neeeasary  anapg^ 
ments  were  completed,  captun  Wallls  returned,  and  upon 
being  consulted,  ne  recommended  Port  Royal  Harboor  ia 
(}eorge*8  Island,  since  known  by  the  name  of  Otahctla^  as 
the  most  proper  plaoe  for  the  propoeed  obterratioQ  of  the 
tran^.  Lientenant  (Took  was  accompanied  bj  Mr.  Chariea 
Oreen,  who  had  been  asslstaBt  to  Dr.  Bradley  at  tiba  Rojal 
Obsenratorj  at  Greenwich^  and  also  br  Sir  Joseph  BaM% 
President  of  the  Bo;fal  Sodefyi  and  Dr.  Sdaadcr,  imo  of 
the  highest  eminence  u  sdeooe. 

Lieutenant  Cook  had  fhrther  views  in  this  voyage  than 
the  mere  obserration  of  the  transit,  and,  acoordtnglj,  whsa 
that  hnriness  was  acoomplished,  he  was  directed  to*  pfsae 
discoveries  in  the  great  Southern  Ocean,  The  oompicnieal 
of  Cook*s  ship  consisted  of  eighty-fonr  nenons,  she  waa  vie* 
tvaUed  for  eighteen  months:  and Amisned  with  tee  caiii^ge 
and  twelve  swivd  gons,  together  with  an  ample  store  of 
ammunition  and  ottar  necsssaries. 

On  the  20th  of  Angnst  our  navigators  set  saB  fiooi  Ph* 
month  Sound,  and  on  the  lath  of  September  aadicmd  m 
Fanchiale  Road,  in  the  island  of  Madeira,  Herathsywars 
hospitably  entertiuned  \  and  haviiw  laid  in  a  fresh  slock  of 
beef,  water,  and  wine,  thej  left  the  island  oo  the  Idlh  of 
September,  Their  reoeptioii  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  was  very 
£mrent  from  that  which  they  had  met  with  at  Madeira;  aaa 
they  were  detttned  there  from  the  iSth  of  Nov.  to  the  ilk 
of  the  following  month,  involved  In  ^sagreeabla  Aseos* 
sion  with  ^e  viceroy,  a  man  destihite  of  science,  and  whs 
ooold  not  be  made  to  comprehend  the  ot^ee^  of  the  voyagr. 
Captain  Oook  bdiaved  dnnng  the  whole  of  the  dtspote  wMi 


tney  proceieded  on  th^  voyage,  and  on  the  18th  of  April, 
1769,  msdiored  in  Matavia  fi^y,  in  the  island  of  Otaheila. 
The  8d  of  June  was  the  day  in  which  the  transit  of  TeasM 
was  to  take  place.   It  was  aoonrately  obeerved,  an  aceonal 
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of  which  was  published  in  the  sixtj-first  volume  of  the 
TrumeUons  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

We  shall  not  farther  detail  the  particulars  of  this  voya^^o, 
i^btu  to  touch  upon  such  facts  as  are  closely  connected  with 
the  subject  of  the  article.  Captain  Cook  remained  at  Ota- 
heite  till  the  15th  of  July,  after  which  he  sailed  to  the  Sodety 
IiisiKk.  He  then  pr<K»eded  to  the  inhospitable  coasts  of 
New  Zealand,  and  on  the  10th  October,  1770,  he  arrived 
at  Balavia,  with  his  vessel  nearljr  worn  out,  and  a  crew  much 
ftligoed  and  sickly.  The  repairs  of  his  ship  obliged  him  to 
eootmoe  in  this  unhealthy  place^  till  near  tble  end  of  Decern* 
ber,  during  which  time  he  lost  many  of  his  seamen  and  pas- 
aeo^ers,  and  still  more  on  his  passage  to  the  Gape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  he  reached  on  the  16th  of  March  1771.  F  rom 
the  Cape  he  sailed  to  St.  Helen^  where  he  arrived  on  the 
1st  of  Mav ;  and  on  the  12th  of  June  he  came  to  an  anchor 
in  ihe  Downs,  having"  been  absent  ahnost  three  years,  durinj^ 
which  he  had  experienced  every  danger  to  which  a  voyage 
of  such  lenirth  is  incident,  displaying  on  all  uccasions  a  mind 
equal  to  the  most  perilous  enterprises,  and  to  the  boldest  and 
mi>**t  dariniT  efforts  of  navigjitiun. 

The  manui  in  which  he  had  performed  his  voyage  round 
the  gIol>e,  justly  entitled  him  to  the  applause  and  protection 
of  goverimient.  lie  was,  accordingly,  promoted  to  be  mas- 
ter and  coiiHiiander,  by  commission,  benriiii;  date  August 
1771.  On  thi«  ofcasion,  the  persevering  comiiMiider,  from  a 
c.»n-"<ciousness  oi  his  own  merit,  was  desirous  of  being  made 
a  poit-captain,  which  was  refused,  as  being  a  departure 
from  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  naval  service.  A  pitiful  ex- 
cuse in  such  a  case. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  England,  it  was  determined  to 
eqinip  two  ships  to  complete,  or  rather  to  extend,  the  discov- 
eries already  made  in  the  South  Sea.  He  had  laid  before 
the  Boyal  Society  an  accoont  of  the  flowing  of  the  tides 
in  the  South  Sea»**  and  it  had  long  been  a  prcTailing  idea, 
thai  the  nnezploied  part  of  that  sea  contained  another  con- 
tinent, and  man;f  pMOsible  arguments  had  been  ureed  in 
support  of  the  opinion.  To  ascertain  this  point  was  the  im« 
portant  object  of  CooVs  second  voyage.  Two  ships  were 
provided,  equipped  with  uncommon  care,  and  furnished  with 
every  necessary  that  could  contribute  to  the  safety,  health, 
and  comfort  of  the  navigators.  The  first  of  these,  com- 
manded by  captain  Cook,  was  called  the  Resolution,  a  vessel 
of  four  hundred  and  sixty -two  tons  burden;  the  other  the 
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Adventure,  of  thi  Le  hunilred  and  thirtj-siz  tons  lurdeD,  was 
commanded  by  captain  Furneaux. 

Tluy  set  sail  in  April  1772,  and  were  out  from  that  time 
to  the  30th  of  July  1775,  having  daring  that  long  interval 
lost  but  one  man  by  sickness  in  captain  Cook*s  sbipyalthoug^h 
he  had  sailed  in  all  climates  from  fifty-one  degrees  north*  to 
seventy-one  degrees  south,  with  a  company  of  one  hondrt-d 
and  eighteen  men.  On  the  9th  of  the  following  August,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  poet-captaiQy  and  three  6mjb 
afterwards  he  received  a  more  distinguished  and  siibetaotiai 
mark  of  the  approbation  of  goTemment,  in  beiDig  afifiomted 
one  of  the  captains  of  Greenwidi  hospital,  a  iituatioD  wliieh 
was  intended  to  afford  him  a  pleasing  and faonourabkredr*- 
ment  fVom  his  labours  and  servtces. 

On  the  20th  of  Febmary  1776t  be  was  eboscD  a  Fdknr 
of  the  Royal  Society,  to  which  be  was  admitted  on  tbe  I7tfa 
of  March.  Tbe  same  evening  a  was  read  wHA  hm 
bad  addressed  to  tbe  presMeot»  oontainiog  an  account  of  tW 
method  which  be  bad  taken  to  presenre  tbe  bcahb  d  Um 
crew  of  bifl  majcsty^s  ship  tbe  Resolntion  doring  her  voyage 
round  the  world.  For  tnis  paper,  as  tbe  best  experimental 
essay  in  tbe  year,  it  was  resolved,  by  the  president  and  ctmm^ 
ctl  of  tbe  societv,  to  present  bim  with  Sir  Godfrey  CopleT  a 
gold  medal.  If/'  says  Dr.  Kippis,  c^>tain  Cook  haA 
made  no  important  discoreries ;  If  be  had  not  detcrmiBad  tbe 
question  concerning  a  sonthero  continent,  his  name  wedU 
still  have  been  entitled  to  immortality,  on  account  of  bb  hm^ 
mane  attention  to,  and  bis  unparalleled  success  in  prmn  %  fug' 
tbe  lives  and  health  of  bis  seamen/* 

Tbe  captain  bad  abundant  reason,  on  thb  head,  to  mmmm 
the  pleasurable,  but  modest  language^  with  wUcb  be  baa 
concluded  bis  narrative  of  bis  second  voyage  round  tbe  globe, 
"  Whatever,**  say.<i  he,  may  be  the  public  judgment  about 
Other  matters,  it  is  with  real  satisfaction,  and  without  clainu 
ing  any  merit  but  that  of  attention  to  luy  duty,  that  I  can 
conclude  this  account  with  an  observation  wbkb'  facts  anaUe 
me  to  make,  that  our  having  discovered  the  posdbifity  of 
preserving  health  among  a  numeroua  ship^s  company,  for 
such  a  length  of  time,  in  such  varieties  of  climate^  and  amidst 
such  continued  hardships  and  fatigues,  will  make  this  Toyage 
remarkable  in  tbe  opimon  of  every  benevolent  peraoo,  wbe* 
tbe  disputes  about  the  southern  continent  shall  have  oeased 
to  engagd  the  attention,  and  divide  the  judgment  of  phifaso 
phen.** 
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One  circumstance  alone,  says  his  biographer,  was  wanting 
to  ^mplete  the  pleasure  and  celebrity  arising  from  the  as« 
^nment  of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal — the  hero  was  not 
there  to  hear  the  admirable  discourse  of  the  president  on  thai 
oceasion^  or  receive  the  honour  conferred  upon  hinif  haviDg 
sailp'l  some  months  previously  on  his  last  voyage. 

"  li,*'  »*id  Sir  John  Pringle,  the  president,  "  Rome  de- 
creed the  civic  crown  to  him  who  saved  the  life  of  a  single 
citizen^  what  wreaths  are  due  to  that  man  who,  having  him- 
self saved  many,  perpetuates  in  your  tran^^action^*  the  means 
bj  which  Britain  may  now,  (ui  the  most  distant  voyages^ 
preserve  numbers  of  her  intrejMil  sons,  her  mariners;  who, 
oraTin^''  every  dani^a-r,  have  so  lil)eralfy  contrilnited  to  the 
fame,  to  the  opulence,  and  to  the  maritime  empire  of  their 
•Dontry  ?" 

The  want  of  siicce.^s  which  attended  captain  Cook's  attempt 
to  discover  a  southern  continent,  did  not  prevent  another  plan 
being*  resolved  on  which  ha«l     en  under  consideration  some 
time.     A  t^rand  qnestion  reiiiained  to  be  determined,  and 
that  was  the  practicability  of  a  northcni  ])assage  to  the  T'a- 
cific  Ocean.     The  dangers  which  our  navitfatn?-  li.id  twice 
braved  and  escaped,  would  have  exein|)ted  hiuj  from  being 
jolieiteil  a  third  fimo  to  venture  bis  person  in  unknown 
countries,  among^  desert  i^LiikN,  inhospitable  coastf*,  and  in 
the  midst  of  sava^^es:  but  on  Iiis  opinion  being  asked  as  to  a 
person  mo-t  proper  to  exe(  ute  this  ilesij^n,  he  was  fired  with 
the  magnificence  of  the  pr<»ject,  and  the  c(>n>(  (|uences  of  it  to 
the  interests  of  science  and  navitratinn,  and  drtern^iTied,  with- 
out hesitrttlon,  to  relin(juisl\  tbedeli;^hts  of  domestic  life,  and 
to  encage  m  n  w  and  arduous  undertakings.     His  services 
were  no  sooner  offered  than  they  were  accepted.  He  received 
his  appninttn'>nt  in  February,  1776,  and  sailed  from  Fly- 
mouth  ^^ound  in  the  Resolution,  acc()ini>anied  b^  captain 
Clerke  in  the  iJiicovery,  on  the  12th  of  the  fullowuig  July. 
Of  tbi«^  voyage  we  caiinot  hero  do  more  than  observe,  that 
he  cunipirtelv  fulfilled  the  end  of  the  eipe<lition,  by  demon- 
stratinjr,  iii  tlie  most  satisfactory  manner,  the  impracticability 
of  a  pa5?5ag-e  froTn  the  Pacific  ii  ti*  tin   Atlantic  Ocean,  a 
Fee'>nd  grand  ol»ject  of  i:  *  nL:  i  :i|'liieal  inuuiry  w  hich  he  bad 
solved  by  his  indefatigable  exertions.    Inte!H<jjence  had  al- 
rt.i'ly  arrived  of  what  he  had  done,  and  of  the  discoveries 
which  lit'  had  made;  while,  however,  his  frirmls  w  ere  wait- 
ing with  the  most  earnest  snlicitude  for  tidin^'^s  c'lncernins^ 
ham,  aod  the  whole  nation  ejkprt»»&ed  an  auxiuus  impatience 
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for  a  pu!)lic  aTmouncement  of  the  result  of  hi^  I'-nix  voyage, 
a'U'ice  wa*^  n-cr-iv  iMl  fmm  <  ;i[it;iiii  Clerko,  in  a  letter  <late«i  at 
KiiTuptschatka,  that  our  illustrious  navigator  had  lust  hi>  lire 
in  .LI!  af^Vay  with  the  natives  of  Owhjhee,  od  the  i4tli  of 
Fel'ruary,  1771). 

Cajjtain  Cook,"  says  one  of  his  biof_rrapher>,  "  pro««€«i?ed, 
in  an  eniinent  degree,  an  inventive  mind,  which,  by  its  native 
vi??onr,  «=uggest(*d  nohle  nl.j  eta  of  pursuit,  and  the  mo$t 
eti'ectuai  niotl^nds  ,>f  prosecuting  and  attaining  them.  This 
faculty  he  exemplitied  in  a  great  variety  of  critical  and  diffi- 
cult situations.  To  this  kind  of  genius  he  added  unweJiriiMi 
ajiplication.  By  his  genius  and  unremitting  assiduity,  be 
acquired  an  extensive  acquaintance,  i  only  with  navij^ti^n, 
but  with  many  other  sciences,  lie  was  so  well  iiiiormf^ 
with  regard  to  different  branches  uf  the  raatheiiiatic?,  a?id 
particularly  in  astronomy,  that  he  was  able  to  tak«  the  k^d 
in  various  observation^  «»t'  an  astronomical  kind,  in  the  course 
of  his  voyages.  In  general  literatuif^.  and  even  the  art  yf 
composition,  he  was  so  great  a  proiicient  that  lie  ac']uirt»d 
reputation,  not  merely  a«  the  pf^rformcr,  but  as  the  narrat  rf, 
of  his  various  interesting  entLTpri-c^.  Perseverance  ai  d 
steadiiR'-s  in  tlie  prn<«p<:ution  of  the  oliieet**  to  w  hich  bis  ufe 
was  devoted,  u  rrc  Ji'^tiiiLTuishinLr  Teaiures  "t'  hi  -  character: 
and  such  was  ihv  invinclhlo  fortitude  of  hi-  -j  jrit,  that  mi 
difficulties  or  dangers  intimidated  him  or  il(  ti  rrf  l  him  fr^^fn 
acc'diipli-hinGT  any  purpose  which  be  li  i  nied,  or  which  ibe 
ha^rdous  bervices  assigned  him  requirt^l.  Hi?  fortitode 
was,  of  course,  accompanied  with  coinpltte  self-poss<»ssfoo. 
This  latter  quality  was  eminently  useful  to  him  in  many 
critical  and  trying  circumstances.  Accordinirly,  it  i>  »b. 
served  that  the  calmness  and  composure  of  his  mind  wore 
such,  that,  after  having  given  necessary  direction^,  he  ouuld 
take  his  rest,  and  sleep  during  the  hours  which  he  allottH  td 
himfielf  with  perfect  soundness.  To  the  great  qualltio*  r^-s- 
sessed  by  captain  Uouk,  he  adtb-«l  the  most  amiable  and  eoa- 
ciliatorv  virtues.  His  Immanitv  is  illustrated  in  the 
course  of  his  conduct  dui  ing  his  succe^^sivc  voyac-es;  w*ih 
regard  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  count rie>  which  be  v?«!tfd, 
afjd  \s  itli  respect  to  tlie  accommodatiun,  health,  and  comi  rt 
t)f  his  n  seamen.  In  the  private  relations  ui  ilfe,  he  maio- 
tained  an  excellent  and  e,\einp].iry  character  as  a  husbaod 
and  father,  .nul  a  sincere  and  .^ttady  friend;  and  his  !«v 
briety  and  virtue  gave  stability  and  security  to  overv  o:h,T 
norai  qualificaUun,    lie  wasi  also  diftinguiabed  by  uie  aim* 
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plicity  of  bu  nuumers.  In  cooTertfttion  he  was  miaffectcd 
ud  ntiaBsiitning;  and  jet,  on  necessary  occisions,  obliging 
mod  eommniiicatlve." 

If  the  ardooiiSy  but  eract  researcbes  of  this  extraordinary 
man  did  not  discover  m  new  world,  they  discorered  seas,  nn- 
navi^ated  and  unknown  before.  They  made  us  acquainted 
whh  islands,  people,  and  productions,  of  which  we  had  no 
oooeefHion.  And  if  he  was  not  so  fortunate  as,  like  Ameri- 
COS,  to  giTO  his  name  to  a  continent,  his  pretensions  to  such 
m  distinction  remwn  unrivalled;  and  he  will  be  revered  while 
there  remains  a  page  of  his  own  modest  account  of  his  yoj* 
age»  and  as  long  as  mariners  and  geographers  shall  be  in- 
stmcted  by  his  labours,  to  trace  tne  various  courses  and 
discoTeries  he  has  made. 

Frort)  the  numerous  poetical  tributes  which  the  untimely 
Ihte  of  Oook  called  forth,  wo  shall  confine  ourselves  to  an 
extract  from  Hannah  More*s  poem  on  **  Slavery." 

**  Had  tho«?c  advent'rous  spirits  who  exi)lore 
Thro'  ot  lau's  trackless  wastes,  the  far-.suught  shore, 
Whether  uf  wealth  insiiiiaic,  or  of  power. 
Conquerors  who  waste,  or  ruffians  who  devour: 
Had  these  possessed,  O  Cook !  thy  g^entle  mind, 
Thy  love  of  arts,  thy  love  of  human  kind; 
Had  these  pursu'd  thy  mild  and  liberal  plan, 
Discoverers  had  not  been  a  curte  to  man  ! 
Then  bless'd  Philanthropy  !  thy  social  hands 
Had  link'd  disscver'd  worlds  in  brother*!  bands; 
Carpl^**<?<.  ircohnir.  or  j(  (  liuje  divide; 
Then  lov  'd,  and  loving,  man  had  iiv'd  and  died." 

The  Royal  Society  testified  their  rcf^pect  for  the  memory  of 
their  illustrious  member  by  medals,  struck  on  this  occasion, 
some  of  ^old,  others  of  silver,  and  others  of  bronze.  Cook 
left  a  widow  and  a  numerous  family,  who  were  handsomely 
provided  for  by  government, 

HISTOK  Y  OF  GEOBGE  III.,  1763  to  1783. 

The  peace  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  thus  laudably 
employed,  continued  about  ten  years.  It  was  first  inter- 
rupted by  the  civil  war  with  our  American  colonics. 

It  is  fortunately  no  part  of  our  plan  to  enter  into  any  dis- 
cussion of  the  causes  of  the  American  revolt.  The  unhappy 
war  which  ensued,  atforded  no  scope  for  the  daring  deeds 
of  our  brave  sailors.  The  Americans  had  as  yet  no  navy, 
and,  although  in  their  attempts  to  raise  one,  they  showed 
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intich  of  the  spirit  of  their  progoaitors,  none  of  the  petty 
combats  which  ensued  along  their  coasts,  or  in  their  lakes, 
are  worthy  of  record  in  our  naval  annals;  for,  as  it  "was  a 
service,  although  of  its  kind  sulHciently  well  p<?rform^,  un- 
grateful to  the  navy,  so  to  dwell  upon  it  A\ero  ungratefol  to 
their  historian.  The  war  with  France,  which  that  nation, 
supposing  the  opportunity  favourable  to  humble  Britain, 
rendered  unavoidable,  was  looked  upon  as  a  relief;  and, 
instead  of  depressing,  roused  the  spirit  alike  of  the  mtm 
and  of  its  defenders  By  sea  and  land.  This  war  was  declared 
begun  in  February,  1778. 

The  ancient  national  animosity  of  the  Eng-lish  wit  re- 
kindled with  great  fury,  as  the  conduct  of  Franct  wm 
deemed  an  act  of  treachery  of  the  deepest  dje — ^witb  what 
justice  opinions  have  differed. 

The  effects  of  this  spirit,  in  augmenting  oar  sranMati 
by  sea  and  land,  were  aooQ  Tisible.  In  a  abort  timt  m  had, 
besides  a  vast  number  of  armed  vessels  and  priTatecriy  aboot 
two  hundred  ships  of  the  line,  frigates,  and  aloopo^  In  eomni^ 
sion.  Of  these,  fifly  ships  of  the  line  were  employed  for  ^ 
protection  of  Great  Britain,  The  whole  miinber  of  ve«di 
on  the  ooast  of  America  amounted,  it  was  said,  to  ooe  kna- 
dred  and  thirty.  Admiral  Barrington  was  statioDed  at  tke 
Leewi^  Islands.  8lr  Peter  Parker  at  Jamaica.  Themca 
of  war  appointed  to  attend  the  Senegal  fleet,  were  ordered 
to  remain  on  that  coast  for  the  protection  of  trade;  and  ad- 
miral DqITs  sqnadron  in  the  Mediterranean  waa  reinforced 
with  several  capital  ships.  Nor  were  the  French  alow  in  their 
preparations.  They  had  assembled  a  powerful  eqiiadraa  at 
brest,  and  another  at  Tonlon ;  and  Uieb  troope  crowded 
the  sea  ports,  and  covered  the  northern  parts  of  the  hii^f- 
dom. 

These  mighty  preparations  were  not,  however,  prodnetite 
of  any  immMiate  proportionate  eflbet.  Witho«t  ioenrriiv 
any  charge  of  party  partiality,  we  may,  with  safety,  afim 
that  the  affairs  of  Great  Bntain  were  not  at  tbla  period 

S tided  by  men  clear  in  conncil  and  decided  in  aetiM. 
'Bitainff,  the  French  admiral,  waa  aUowed  to  leave  Teaka 
unopposed,  and  his  arrival  in  America  oomnleteiv  ueiiuv* 
iaed  oor  maritime  power  in  that  quarter.  His  policy,  whiei 
he  perseveringly  ipursned,  was  to  avmd  poming  to  a  gensii 
action,  to  force  him  to  which,  repeated  attempts  were  niadi 
by  the  English  admirals,  lords  Howe,  Byron,  and  Heed; 
who  together^  or  sucoesstvely»  commanded  on  the  Amtfion 
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ilalioQ,  Maay  ptrtial  actions  were  fought,  brought  on  by 
tbm  moMttnt  attempts  of  the  Koglish  admirals,  and  gene* 
rail  J  terminating  io  their  favour;  but,  as  D*Estaing  skill- 
fuUj  retained  such  a  position  as  to  avoid  a  pitched  battle,  be 
was  enabled  to  gain  his  objects,  namely,  to  afford  proteotioo 
to  the  AmericaDff  and  to  harass  the  English  oommeroe. 

The  operatione  of  the  war  in  Europe  were  scarcely  more 
decisive.    The  command-io-chief  had  been  given  to  aduiral 
Keppel,  but  his  proceedings  were  embarrassed  bj  the  neces- 
Btj  which  existed,  or  was  thought  to  exist,  for  protecting 
the  country  itself  from  invaaioO)  which  rendered  it  impolitic 
to  risk  his  fleet  in  a  general  engagement.    At  length  he 
resolved  to  attack  the  enemy.    H»  fleet  consisted  of  thirty 
ships  of  the  line,  divided  into  three  squadrons.    The  French 
fleet,  consisting  of  thirty-two  ships  of  the  line,  and  a  number 
of  frigates,  had  sailed  from  Brest  the  8th  Julyt  divided  also 
into  three  squadrons,  D'Orvilliere,  commander-in-chief. 
Tlie  two  Heets  came  within  sight  of  each  other  in  the  after* 
Dooo  of  the  23d  of  July,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  about  thirty- 
live  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Brest.    At  iirst  the  French 
ndmiralf  from  his  movementiy  seemed  desirous  to  bring  on 
ma  engagement,  probably  supposing  the  Britisih  fleet  to  be 
nearly  of  equal  ibroe  with  what  it  was  about  four  weeks 
before;  but  on  coming  nearer  he  discovered  his  mistake,  and 
from  that  moment  he  evidently  determined  to  avoid  an 
action.    This  plan  he  adhered  to  for  the  three  following 
days»  notwithstanding  every  efl^ort  used  by  the  British 
adfoiral  to  bring  him  to  action ;  which  the  latter  ardently 
wished  for,  before  the  East  and  West  India  fleets,  which 
were  expected  about  this  time,  should  arrive,  finding  it  would 
be  difficult  to  protect  them  effectually,  as  the  French  fleet 
overspread  many  leagues  of  the  ocean.    All  the  advantage 
he  could  obtain  in  four  days  was  to  separate  two  of  trie 
enemy's  line  of  battle  ships,  which  retunie<l  to  Brest,  and 
could  not  ag  an  rejoin  their  fleet:  this  placed  both  fleets 
upon  an  equality  as  to  line  of  battle  ships.    On  the  24th  the 
British  admiral  threw  out  the  signal  to  cha^e  to  windward, 
which  was  continued  the  two  following  days,  keeping  at  the 
same  time  his  sliips  as  much  connected  as  the  nature  ot"  a 
pursuit  would  admit,  in  order  to  seize  the  first  opportunity 
of  brin^inj;  tlie  enemy  to  a  close  engagement ;  hut  tlii«? 
proved  impo-silile,  the  French  cautiously  avoi<r!nL^  coming 
to  cin  actinii,  and  showing  in  their  mana  uvres  ^reat  address 

afid  nautical  knowledge.   About  fuur  o'clock  in  the  morn-* 
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of  tbo  'JTth  of  JuIt,  the  Fre  nch  were  discoTered  to  mnM- 
warJ  ahout  rive  miles  distance.  Admired  Kcppel  fiijUiiar 
of  Jiis  Hftt  too  iBQcb  scattered,  made  sisrnals  to  collect 
tbem  toet  ther,  still  cootmuinir  to  follow  the  eru  titir.  Aboot 
ten  o'clock  a  squall  came  oij,  uhich  coDtumt-d  an  b- or; 
when  It  cleareii  up,  tbe  two  tleets,  by  a  shift  of  >\  iu'!.  r.^d 
neared  each  other,  hut  on  dit^Vrent  tai^ks.  About  half-joift 
eU'ven  the  isigual  uas  ;Lrivefi  for  a  general  eDga^em^t,  at 
which  time  the  «bTp«!  as  ther  came  up  began  firini^.  Tbe 
French  attaekid  <oine  di>iciiict-  ihe  headmost  of  Sir  Robert 
Harlamrs  division,  which  led  tbe  van.  Tht^ir  tire  wa5 
warmly  rvturne^l  hy  a. most  everv  ship  in  the  ti»:X't,  as  tbej 
I  aiiv;td  aluii^  the  line ;  and  notwitbstanding  it  had  been  ex* 
tended  by  the  chase,  they  were  soon  engaged,  a*  the  two 
fleets  passed  each  other.  The  cannonade  was  verj  beary, 
and  did  considerable  execution  on  both  sides.  The  eoensy, 
ai5  usual,  tired  ehietly  at  the  rig^^ing,  which  crippled  many 
of  the  British  ships,  while  the  Enirlish  continued  tbe  old 
way  of  fighting)  by  firing  principally  at  the  iiuii>  of  tbs 
enemy's  ships. 

i  he  action,  for  the  short  space  it  lasted,  about  three  boors, 
w  a5  very  w  arm.  The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  British  was 
one  hundred  and  thirtv-three  kille<l,  and  three  hundred  awi 
seventy-three  wounded ;  among  the  latter  were  four  offiomt 
none  of  whom  died.  The  French  concealed  tbdr  lost  m 
much  as  possible;  they  acknowledged,  howeTer,one  hundiW 
and  fifty  lulled,  and  about  six  hundred  wounded. 

After  the  diflereot  ships  had  repaired  their  damages,  the 
oommaoder-iD-ehiefy  about  three  o*clock  in  tbe  afteroooo, 
made  the  qgnal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  ahewl.  The  red 
division,  commanded  by  Sir  Robert  Harland,  immediately 
obeyed ;  bnt  the  blue  division  never  came  into  the  linediirias 
the  rest  of  the  dar*  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  alleging  afterward! 
that  his  si^p  the  Formidable  was  to  much  wmed  that  ht 
could  not  obej  the  signal. 

Admiral  KeppeVs  letter  to  the  admiralty,  prior  to  the 
gagementy  mentioned  hu  beinr  for  sereral  days  in  chase  ef 
Uie  enemj»  fh>m  wluch  the  public  expected  that,  if  an  aetm 
shonld  happen,  it  would  prove  a  decisive  one ;  bnt,  oo  rsad- 
ing  the  Gatette  acooont  of  this  affur  when  it  was  over,  and 
finding  that  the  enemy  had  escaped  with  their  whole  fieett 
not  a  ship  being  captured  or  destroyed,  they  were  greatly 
chagrined  and  disappointed. 

Both  sides  oUimea  the  victory  in  this  nndedsiTe  aetion. 
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To  whatever  cause  the  want  of  succesii  in  this  engagement 
was  owing,  it  is  evident  that  a  fair  opportunitt  was  lost  of 
Uriking  a  blow  against  the  manlime  power  of  J^ranoe,  which 
might  nave  beeo  decisiTe. 

The  comaiaiider  disooTeriog  in  the  morning  that  the 
French  had  escaped,  that  maoj  ships  of  his  own  fleet  had 
cullered  grmtly  in  their  masts  and  rigginr^  and  that  there 
was  not  the  least  prospect  of  overtaking  the  enemy  before 
thej  could  reach  Brest,  had  no  alternative  bot  to  bring  the 
fleet  home  to  be  repured.  Ue  arrived  off  Plymouth  on  the 
3ist  of  July. 

Admiral  Keppel  put  to  sea  again  with  the  same  number 
of  ships  and  commanderSf  on  the  22d  of  August.  The 
French  had  left  Brest  some  days  before^  but  instead  of  look- 
ing oQt  for  tbe  British  fleet,  they  bore  away  for  Cape  Finis- 
terre,  kavine  their  trade  at  the  mercy  of  our  fleet  and 
privateers.  Many  of  their  merchantmen  accordingly  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  English.  The  British  admiral  con- 
tinued cruising  in  the  hay  till  the  28th  of  October,  when  he 
returned  to  Portsmouth,  and  the  French  got  to  Brest  a  few 
days  after. 

The  dissatisfaction  of  the  nation,  in  respect  to  this  trans- 
action, was  greatly  increased  by  the  steps  taken  by  Sir  Hugh 
Paliiser,  who,  on  the  firti  of  December,  in  the'  same  year, 
presented  to  the  board  of  admiralty  a  document  charging 
admiral  Keppel  with  unof!icer-like  conduct,  with  having 
misconducted  the  action  of  the  27th  of  July,  and  disgrace- 
fully lost  a  glorious  opportunity  of  doing  a  most  e^v^  ^tial 
service  to  the  Stat^*,  whereby  the  honour  of  the  British 
nation  tami«ihe«i.  This  measure,  with  other  recrimi- 
nations ot'  the  admirals  on  the  result  of  this  battle,  led  to  both 
admirals  Keppel  and  Paliiser  being  put  upon  their  trial  by 

court-martial. 

When  the  contents  of  the  accusation  were  laid  before  the 
public,  the  opinions  of  men,  warjied  hy  prejudices,  \\ere  va- 
riou«»  and  contradictory.     Those  who  onlv  knew  that  we  had 

m  * 

neither  taken  nor  de>tn>ved  any  of  the  French  sliips  in  the 
late  enga^^'ement,  a  circumstance  which  they  could  not  hesi- 
tate in  ascril)inj^'  to  the  misconduct  of  our  commanders,  fan- 
cied they  understood  thechar^^es  a;^ainst  the  admiral.  They 
wished  that  the  rnin  who  had  tarnished  the  ancient  lustre  of 
the  British  ti.ig  might  hehrought  t  i  r  (.Ti(li::n  punishnient :  for 
never  any  crisis  was  niore  alarming  tlian  :he  present,  or  more 
loudly  demanded  every  exertion  of  discipline  and  severity. 
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This  torrent  of  popular  censure,  whicby.cMi  anotbcr  occa- 
itoii,  wouli]  have  bunt  forth  with  imaistible  furr.  was  •fiee- 
tuallj  cheeked  by  two  circumatances,  eztremelj  honourable 
to  the  admiral.  His  candid,  open,  liberal  behanoor  had  eo- 
deared  him  to  the  great  body  of  Britkh  aeamea^  who  lored 
hia  maoneray  and  req»eoted  ma  ooorage.  He  was  knawii  to 
hare  little  oonneetioo  with  the  ministvjy  and  espedallj  to  be 
no  favourite  with  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty.  This  was 
auffioient  to  oooasion  a  suspicion  that  the  ministers  id  geoenl 
heartily  concurred  in  the  aocosation,  partly  to  divert  the 
public  from  reflections,  and  partly  to  snare  with  others  As 
oiame  which  must  otherwise  nave  lain  entirdy  on  their  evn 
shoulders.  It  was  known  that  almost  ever?  officer  entrusted 
with  a  principal  conimand  had  fallen  under  their  displeasure ; 
and  although  errors,  douhtless,  mu.-t  ii.tve  been  coiairiitUii 
l»v  our  commanders  in  the  course  of  the  war.  vet  a  reDtaU  i 
.'^^(•ries  of  calaniitv  cuuid  unlv  be  occasioned  ov  an  eri^n  *i 
Itead-quarters,  a  defect  of  preparation,  a  want  of  vigour, 
fiklll,  or  inte<^rity  in  tli  ^f"  who  fitted  out,  plauo^J,  and 
directi.!d  our  naval  an  l  military  expeditions. 

The  cause  and  reputation  of  nilinirai  Kep|>el  were  still 
further  supported  by  a  nit  inorial  pr(  -i  ntod  to  hi«  niaie>ty<»a 
the  iJUlh  of  December,  and  signed  Iv  the  hrst  namtaj  iu  the 
Bi  Itish-navy.  This  jjaper  contained  a  s(  vere  remonstraiice 
against  the  conduct  not  only  of  ^ir  iiugh  FaUisar^  bat  ol 
the  lords  of  the  adniiralty. 

This  memorial  occasioned  no  alteration  iu  the  measnrei 
adopted  by  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  who  issued  their  CNrdeca 
to  admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pyei  to  hold  a  court-martial  at  Pcuis- 
mouthf  onthe  7  th  of  Janoary,  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Keppel. 
The  court  accordingly  assembled,  and  continned  till  the  ilih 
of  February.  In  the  course  of  the  evidence,  not  one  fact  was 
proved  that  could  give  support  to  a  single  article  in  the 
charge.  On  the  other  hana,  the  eridence  bmn-ht  forward 
bjr  the  admiral  proved,  that  the  reason  why  the  British  fleet 
did  not  reattaok  the  French,  was  the  disobedience  of  fiir 
Hugh  Palliser,  who  disr^arded  the  admiral's  s%iial  tat 
forming  the  line,  which  continued  flyjng  Arom  three  Q*cloek 
in  tiie  afternoon  till  the  evening.  This  obli^ad  the  oowt* 
martial  to  give  the  admiral  an  honourable  acquittal.  Om 
the  12th  of  April  folio  wing,  a  court-martial  on  Sir  Hi^ 
Pallider  pronounced  the  following  sentence:— ^  That  it  is 
their  opinion  the  charge  against  admiral  Keppel  is  malicious 
and  ill-founded,  it  having  appeared  that  the  said  admiral, 
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Ikr  from  having  bT  mtiooiidaot  and  neglect  of  datj,  on  the 
days  tfier«D  ailiiaed  to,  lost  an  opportnoity  of  rendering 

essential  service  to  the  state,  and  thereby  tarnished  the  honour 
of  the  British  navy,  bebaved  as  became  a  judicious^  bravej 
and  experienced  officer." 

The  court-iiiarti  il  then  proceeded  to  state  that  8ir  Ilu^h 
Palli*ier's  conduct  was  wrong  ia  not  obeying  the  admirafs 
si^?nal  to  fij^ht,  or  sending  him  word  that  he  was  unable.  Yet 
they  added  that,  "  Notvvithstan  ling  his  omission  in  that 
particular,  the  court  are  of  opinion  he  is  not,  in  any  other 
respect,  chartjeaMr  witli  mi^^c  uid  ict  or  misbehaviour  ou  the 
days  abovti-nieiiti' >in  !i,  cUid  they  aoquit  him  accord infrly,*' 

Thus  ended  the  year  177b,  in  which,  althouiifh  success  was 
nut  Hurh  as  could  have  been  di-sired,  we  had,  at  least,  the 
fsatisfai  tion  that  onr  arms  wore  no  Inni^er  excln«ivf>lv  turned 
against  our  count  rymen ;  and  that  the  enemy  was  ke[)t  at  bav. 
1q  the  following  year,  Spain  ami  Holland,  who  had  been 
•eerelly  against  us,  became  more  and  more  openly  our  ene- 
mies, and  at  thia  period  we  may,  without  much  exaggeration, 
toy,  that  we  oontended  against  the  whole  maritime  powers 
of  tbe  worid  without  a  single  ally,  while  our  enemies,  with 
Viaiignant  eyes,  awaited  our  total  destruction. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  17^9,  hostilities  were  commenoed 
aspainst  Bpaint  whn<o  fleet  had  combined  with  that  of  France 
to  act  egaiost  Britain.  In  America  and  the  West  Indies 
the  mme  system  of  avoiding  decisive  fighting  was  continued 
bj  the  French,  and  the  detail  of  the  conflicts  that  occurred 
wodld  he  little  interesting. 

The  following  is  preserved  for  tbe  sake  of  the  romantic 
and  cbaracteristic  anecdote  of  the  brare  sailor. 

On  tbe  Jamaica  statioo,  captain  Luttrelly  who  commanded 
a  small  squadroUf  resoWed,  in  conjunction  with  captain 
Dalrymple  and  a  detachment  of  land  forces,  to  attack  the 
Spanish  fort  Omoa.  As  they  bad  no  artillery,  the  only 
feasible  plan  of  bringing  this  enterprise  to  a  successful 
termination  was,  to  attempt  to  carry  the  place  by  a  coup  de 
m  fin.  A  general  attack,  therefore,  was  made  on  the  fort 
at  the  s.iiue  time,  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  16th  of  October,  by 
sea  and  by  land:  very  little  resistance  was  offered,  ami  the 
f»)rt,  garrison,  ships  in  the  h  u  I> otjr,  together  with  two  hun- 
dred ami  liftv  ijuintals  of  <|iii(  lssil vpr,  anil  three  millions  of 
piastres,  fell  into  the  haud^      the  British. 

Ilespectintr  this  capture,  an  anecdote  is  related  of  a  sailor, 
partieulariy  deserving  a  place  in  this  work.    '^A  single 
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sailor  scrambled  OTer  the  wall  of  the  fort,  with  a  cutlass  ia 
each  hmnd:  thus  eqaipped*  he  fell  in  with  a  Spaaish  o^cer 
just  roused  from  sleep,  who,  in  the  hurry  and  confusioe, 
had  forgotten  his  sword:  the  tar,  disdaining  to  take  sdvas- 
tage  of  an  unarmed  foe^  and  willing  to  display  his  courage 
in  single  eonibat,  presented  the  officer  with  one  of  the 
catlasseS)  saying,  <  I  scorn  any  advantage,  tou  are  now 
on  a  footing  with  me.*  The  astonishment  of  the  officer, 
at  such  an  act  of  generosity,  and  the  facility  with  which 
a  friendly  parley  took  place,  when  he  expected  nothing  else 
but  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  could  only  be  rivalled  by  the  admira- 
tioQ  which  his  rdating  the  story  excited  in  his  countrymen.** 
Upon  this  circumstance  beioe  mentioned  to  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker at  the  return  of  the  squadron,  he  appointed  this  intrspid 
fellow  to  be  boatswain  of  a  sloop-of-war. 

We  give  the  following  isolated  combat,  which  iotrodMs 
the  celebrated  and  brave  Paul  Jones  on  the  eoeoe.  He 
was  at  this  time  in  the  service  of  the  Americans. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  captain  Pearson  aad  captain 
Piercy,  with  the  ships  nnder  their  command,  haviw  a  Ur^ 
convoy  of  merchant  vessels  with  them  off  the  l^irkshire 
coast,  received  information  that  an  enemy's  eqnadron  had 
been  seen  there  a  few  davs  before.  Measures  were  iaaie- 
diately  taken  to  secure  the  convoy,  and  preparations  mads 
for  action.  A  little  after  noon  on  the  same  dav,  the  eneroT*s 
ships  were  seen,  consisting  of  a  two-decked  ship  and  tve 
frigates.  Soon  after  seven  o*clock  the  action  commenced, 
the  largest  ship  of  the  enemy  attacking  the  Serapi-.  raptaia 
Pearson,  forty  guns,  assisted  occasionally  by  one  of  the  fri- 
gates, while  the  other  frigate  attacked  the  Countess  of  Sm- 
borough,  captain  Piercy,  twenty  guns.  The  object  of  the 
largest  vessel,  which  was  commanded  by  Paul  Jone>.  wa^ 
from  the  commencement  of  the  engagement, to  board  the  8er*- 
pis;  for  this  purpose  they  mmupuvred  in  dit^'erent  way?:  at 
first,  after  firing  two  or  three  hroa<lside>,  she  dropped  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  Serapis'  quarter;  but  bein^;:  repulsed  in  thU 
attempt  to  board,  she  sheered  ot^'.  At'terwara«!,  when  cap- 
tain Pearson  manauvred  liis  sliip,  in  order  to  lay  her  nc^ain 
along-side  of  the  enemy,  tlie  latter  laid  the  Seraj  is  athuart 
hawse,  where  she  lay  for  some  time,  till  at  last,  having  ifoC 
citar,  the  two  ships  brouirht  up  elose  alouL-'-side  of  each  other, 
the  muz/les  of  their  guns  actually  touching.      Pnr  f^tf 


hours  the  battle  ra^^ed  in  this  situation  with  nrea»ltnl  fury, 
the  enemy  making  several  attempts  to  set  fire  to  the  iSerapn 
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bT  means  of  combustibles  which  thev  threw  on  hoard  her; 
their  attempts,  fortunately,  were  unsuccessful.  Alxjut  half- 
past  nine,  all  the  j^uns  of  the  Serapi<,  hehin  l  (lie  n)ain-m;ist, 
were  rendered  useless  by  a  dreadful  explosion  tliat  took 
plac«:\  which  also  destroyed  ail  the  officers  and  men  who 
^  ere  u\  that  part  of  the  ship.  Tlie  loss  of  the  Serapis  was 
further  increased  by  the  fire  of  one  of  the  enemy's  frigates^ 
"which  kept  constantly  sailing  round  and  raking  her. 

I'aul  Jones,  finding  that  he  bad  little  chance  of  succeed- 
ing by  hghtmg  against  the  Serapis,  had  reco!ir«e  to  strata- 

fem:  «^nHie  of  h'n  men  call c J  for  quarter;  and  on  eaptaai 
Var^oii  hailing  to  inquire  if  they  bad  struck,  no  answer  was 
returned;  he  naturally  supposed  that,  though  unwilling  to 
yield,  they  wt]  *-  not  in  a  state  {<>  inake  a  much  longer  resist- 
ance; he,  thei  1  t< ii  L,  ordt  !  ed  liis  men  to  board  the  enemv; 
but  they  hail  -r.areely  sucrL-LMlrd  in  this,  brtnM*  a  greatly 
superior  number  of  men,  armed  \s  Ith  pikes,  who  had  lain 
concealed,  attacked  them,  and  compt  Ued  them  to  return  to 
the  Serapi'*.  At  this  critical  juncture,  beforo  the  men  could 
regain  their  guns,  and  betore  the  Serapis  couid  be  placed  in 
proper  position,  the  frigate  poured  in  another  broadside  with 
dreadful  effect,  »o  that  captain  Pearson,  unable  to  bring 
even  a  single  tfun  to  bear,  was  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  striking  his  colours.  The  ship  to  which  he  struck  was 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  of  forty  guns,  and  three  hundred 
mod  seventy-five  men.  The  frigate  \\  in(  h  had  been  employed, 
during  the  flattie,  in  sailiiig  round  and  raking  him,  was  the 
Alliance  of  lorty  t'uns,  and  tliree  hundred  men.  'I' he  for- 
mer was  so  dri.a'ltuliy  disabled,  that,  soon  after  the  battle, 
the  crew  were  obliged  to  quit  her.  The  loss  of  the  Serapis 
was  forty-nine  killed,  and  sixty-eierht  wounded;  that  of  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  was  three  hundred  and  six  killed  and 
woanded.  The  battle  between  the  Countess  of  Sciu  borough 
and  her  opponent  the  Pallas,  a  French  frigate  of  thirty-two 
guns  and  hundred  and  seventy-five  men,  was  fought 
with  equal  obstinacy,  but  with  the  same  waiit  of  succ(>ss  on 
the  part  of  the  Briti^h;  after  a  contest  of  twu  hours,  captain 
Piercy,  perceiving  another  fricrate  braring  down  against 
him,  was  conipelled  to  strike  bi^  llag;  his  loss  was  four  men 
kiUed  and  twenty  wounded.  The  gallantry  ol  captain  Poar- 
son  in  this  engagement,  was  rewarded  by  a  knighihotid  and 
by  the  situation  of  lieutenant  governor  of  Green  wich  Hospital. 

Renewed  aixl  <  x tensive  preparation^i  were  again  made  for 
Tigoroiu  action  in  i  780, 
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The  supplies,  so  far  as  they  regarded  the  navT,  were  vrrj 
great:  ei^^lity-five  thousand  seamen,  iTicluding  uianne?-, wt-re 
voted  for  the  service  of  1780:  the  supplies*  for  the^e  rnf n 
amounted  to  a  sum  then  deemed  enormous  and  unprti^>^'- 
dentedly  great,  viz.,  .;t'4,47<>.000:  the  whole  «um  vottd  iVr 
the  navy  wns  upwards  o^  jtZyOOO^OOO;  «ad  the  total  su|)]3lief 
were  jC21,U(JI).im)0. 

The  flag-orhcers  empioyeil  w^iv  the  following: — Sir  Tho- 
mas Pye,  at  Portsmouth;  (iamhi^r,  at  Plymouth;  Rod- 
dam,  at  tln^  Nore;  Geary,  succeeded  to  t!>o  command  of  the 
Channel  ll.rt,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Oharlo  Hardy;  comrof»- 
dore  Johnsi  iif ,  <ni  the  Lisbon  station ;  Avl)uthi>ot,in  Ame- 
rica; Sir  G  I>.  luMhiry,  on  the  ^Jpp^^ard  Island  «Jtat) -n,  in 
the  Sandu  ich,  with  six  sail  ot  liie  iiue  ;  J**ir  Peter  T.^rkcr 
was  stationed  at  Jamaica,  in  tin*  command  of  ihe  Windward 
Islands;  and  Sir  Edward  Hughes  in  the  East  Indies. 

France  harl  agreed  to  assist  Spain  in  an  attack  on  iJib- 
raltar:  the  Spaniards  at  the  very  cuiuiaenctnJtnt  uf  ti^tir 
war  with  this  country,  having  sat  down  letore  thi>  in^jH*r- 
tant  fortress:  and  though  no  immediate  apjireht li-ion  »aj 
entt^ rtaiiH'd  that  it  could  speedily  or  easily  he  r<  tltieed,  yit 
prudent  t  required  that  effectual  efforts  should  be  luatk  \^ 
its  suppoi  t . 

For  this  purpose  Sir  George  Rodney  was  employed.  He 
was  to  go  out  to  take  the  command  «  n  the  Leeward  Island 
station;  and  in  his  course  there,  Gibraltar  was  tu  W  ri^ 
lieved.  Along  with  him,  a  squadron,  under  tl^e  cr  rMmaud 
of  rear-a(iniiral  Dighy,  was  also  sent  out,  whjih,  \\\u  u  the 
relief  of  fiibraltar  had  been  accomplished,  was  to  rotiirr  u> 
England,  whUe  Sir  Geor^re  Rodney  proceeded  to  the  ^\  e^t 
Indies.  On  the  27th  td  Deecmber,  177:»,  this  commiiider 
put  to  sea,  witli  twenty  sail  of  the  liiu ,  and  !dne  frigalr", 
taking  under  his  protection  the  merchant  ve^sel^  bound  to 
Portugal  and  the  West  Indira,  ali-injr  \\]{]\  tlie  store  shijti 
and  victuallers  destine<l  for  fiihraitar  and  Minorca. 

Soon  after  this  fleet  put  to  sea,  it  fell  iu  \\  ith  a  vtry  e»  r 
siderable  Spanish  convoy,  bound  from  St.  Sebastian  to  C 
diz,  consisting  of  fifteen  sail  of  merchant iiu  ii,  ub*iir  tlie  pi'- 
tection  id"  a  sixty-f'^  nr  cun  ship,  and  four  frigatt-s:  ihe  wnolf 
tl^^ot  ^^  taken,  antl  turned  out  to  be  a  very  rich  priie,  ai 
several  of  the  merchant  vessels  belonged  to  the  ro\;d  cou - 
pany  »>!  ihe  Caraecas.  This  capture,  besides  being  the  source 
of  riches  to  the  captors,  was  extrciiiely  fortunatf  in  another 
respect,     a  great  number  of  the  vessels  were  loaded  with 
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wheii  ud  other  provtaionft;  and  some  of  them  with  oaval 
ttores. 

^  Fortune  appeared  to  Oaronr  admiral  Bodnef,  aad  to  have 
singled  him  out  as  the  person  destined  to  rstrieYe  the  affistrs 
of  the  British  navy*  On  the  16th  of  January,  he  fell  in 
whh  a  Spanish  squadron;  consisting  of  deven  sul  of  the 
hne^  under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  Laogara.  As  the 
eoemy  were  inferior  in  force  to  the  British  fleet,  they  used 
erery  endeavour  to  aroid  an  ODgagement,  and  in  these  en- 
dearours  they  were  assisted  by  thehr  Ticinity  to  the  coast, 
the  roughness  of  the  weather,  and  the  time  of  the  year;  but 
Sir  George,  aware  of  their  design,  and  of  the  circumstances 
which  favoured  its  execution,  evinced  great  skill  in  counter- 
acting it.  After  much  inan(euvriiig,  the  Spaniards  were 
coriipelied  to  fight.  In  tlieir  anxiety  to  escape,  they  had 
thrown  themselves  intr)  considerable  cuiifusion,  and  when 
they  perctiveil  a  ijiittk*  was  inevitable,  they  had  hardly  time 
tu  arrange  their  ships  in  oxUr  of  battle.  They  fought, 
however,  with  great  spirit  and  resolution ;  and  returned  our 
tire  with  considerable  efl'ect.  It  was  near  the  close  of  one 
of  the  short  days  in  January.  The  ni^bt  soon  drew  on:  it 
wai  dark  and  tenipestuon^^ ;  and  the  horrors  of  battle  in  such 
a  niLrht  were  great  1v  an.rnienied  by  the  blowing  up  of  the 
»Spanish  ship  San  Domingo,  which  hapi)ened  early  in  the 
i^tiuQ.  She  niounted  seventy  guns,  and  carried  six  hundred 
men.  Not  a  single  soul  was  saved.  The  Bienfaisant,  which 
was  alongside  of  her  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  very  nar- 
rowly escaped  a  limilar  fate.  The  Spaniards,  unable  to 
withstand  the  anperior  force  of  the  Britisbi  sought  safety  in 
%ht. 

The  result  of  this  action  was  glorioas  and  decisive:  the 
Spanish  admiral's  ship,  tlio  Phceoix^  monn^g  eighty  goos, 
was  taken;  the  San  Julian,  a  seventy  gun  i^p^  was  also 
c^^tnred,  but  she  was  afterwards  retaken ;  another  seventy 
guD  ship  that  was  taken^  ran  on  the  breakers  and  was  eom- 
phdely  lost.  Four  of  the  Spanish  fleet  eseqwd  into  Oadiz» 
damaged  in  a  greater  or  less  degree. 

After  this  battle,  admiral  Rodney  proceeded  to  Qibral- 
tar»  where^  having  effectually  executed  the  commission  on 
widch  he  was  senty  ho  saSeci  to  the  West  Indies. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  detail  the  numerous  actions  fought 
both  in  the  Blast  and  West  Indies  during  this  year,  none  of 
which,  however  well  contested,  were  very  decisive  or 
aUeiKled  by  important  results.    Among  the  1  rench  admi- 
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rals,  De  Suffrein  greatly  distinguished  himself,  particularlr 
on  the  East  India  station.  He  was  one  of  the  most  skilful 
and  brave  officers  of  the  French  navy,  to  whom  the  English 
had  ever  been  opposed. 


Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  war  was  formally  declarni 
against  the  Dutch,  and  for  the  year  1781,  his  roajestVi 
forces,  both  by  land  and  sea,  had  been  enabled  to  oppose  the 
formidable  power  of  America  and  her  allies.  His  Alajestt, 
however,  lamented  that  additional  supplies,  and  consequentij 
additional  burdens  would  still  be  necessan.* ;  but  the  parlia- 
ment were  desired  to  grant  only  such  supplies  as  thej  jbould 
deem  requisite  for  the  honour  and  security  of  the  nation. 
When  the  address  was  moved,  an  amendment  was  prc>po«>e<i, 
t-ending  to  blame  ministers  for  the  w  hole  of  their  conduct  is 
the  American  war,  which,  however,  w  as  thrown  out»  there 
appearing,  on  a  division,  a  majority  of  212  for  the  origioil 
motion,  while  only  150  supported  the  amendment. 

Parliament  granted  the  following  supplies  for  the  sea  ser- 
vice ;  viz.  for  the  maintenance  of  ninety  thousand  men, 
including  twenty  thousand  marines,  .£4,446,000 ;  for  th* 
ordinary,  including  half-pay  to  the  sea  and  marine  officcn, 
.£386,261;  for  the  buildings,  repairs,  &c.  of  the  narj, 
.1*017,016;  for  the  orduauce  required  for  the  sea  service, 
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S2Mjm'j  and  for  discliart,nn};^  the  navy  debt,  .£3,200,000; 
making  a  total  of  jC872,788.  As  the  \\  hole  supplies  ^cranttxl 
for  the  jear  amoanted  to  ^6*25,380,324,  it  is  evident  that  the 
fupplies  for  the  na^j,  were  rather  more  than  a  third  of  the 

whole. 

The  most  important  naval  ereot  that  happened  in  Europe, 
this  Tear,  reeolted  from  the  war  in  which  Great  Britain  and 
Holland  were  now  engaged.  It  was  well  known  that  tho 
l>otch  were  makin|^  ^eat  preparations  in  their  ports ;  this 
circomstance,  the  vicinity  of  those  ports  to  our  coasts,  and 
the  rememhranco  of  the  naval  fame  wrhich  the  Dutch  had 
acquired  in  their  last  wars  with  England,  made  our  govern- 
ment extremely  desirous  to  meet  their  preparations  with  an 
adequate  force.  This  force  was  stationed  in  the  Downs,  for 
the  pm^ose  of  more  narrowly  aod  closely  watching  the 
Butch  fleet,  when  it  should  put  to  sea;  it  consisted  of  four 
ships  of  the  line,  one  of  fifty,  and  one  of  forty-four  guns, 
and  some  frigates;  the  command  of  it  was  bestowed  on 
vice-admiral  Parker. 

Soon  after  this,  information  was  received  that  a  fleet  of 
Dutch  fri^'ates  was  at  sea  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting 
our  Baltic  fleet.  Admiral  Parker  was  theretbre  ordered  to 
take  the  merchantmen  under  his  protection,  and  to  proceed 
with  them  to  Leith  roads.  The  Dutch  had  also  a  tieet  of 
merchantmen  going  to  the  Baltic,  which  they  were  naturally 
anxious  to  protect.  According^ly,  seven  ships  of  tlie  line, 
carrying  from  fifty-four  to  sc  \  enty-four  guns,  ten  frigates, 
and  five  ^laop?,  were  pi\  ji:u*ed,  and  sent  to  sea,  under  the 
command  of  ri.ar-admiral  /nutnian. 

As  soon  a.-^  it  was  Icnown  tliat  the  Dutch  fleet  wtc  supe- 
rior to  that  iriik  r  the  command  of  admiral  Parker,  cummo- 
dore  Stewart,  witli  the  Berwick  of  seventy-four  guns,  and 
Tartar  and  Belle  Poule  friirnte?,  was  ordered  to  join 
him;  this  he  acc>)inpli'hcd  a  short  time  before  the  hostile 
fleets  met.  Admiral  i'arker  had  ei  insed  so  long  in  the 
north  sea's,  that  his  ve«''=el*',  in  trener.il,  were  in  bad  order. 
In  ihi<i  re^p>  et.  as  well  as  iu  Weight  of  metal,  he  wa^i  iufe- 
liur  to  the  Dutch. 

On  the  5th  of  An;^iist,  at  day  break,  as  the  l>ri*'  li  admi- 
ral w  as  ^teerin'.^  towar.ls  the  coast  of  l']n_:huiil,     ith  the 


Zo!?tman,  was  discovered  near  the  Dogj^r  Bank,  !>t4:eriu^ 
northward. 

As  soon  as  admiral  Parker  ascertained  that  it  was  the 
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I>Hlcli  deely  lit  ordansd  the  inerchant  ships  under  his  protee* 
tioD  to  se^ente^  Qoder  escort  of  a  frigate;  this  donciibe 
m^t  the  Mini  for  a  general  dnse,  lad  at  six  o* clock,  an. 
other  ngiul  was  made,  to  form  a  Use  of  battle  abreesty  ac 
two  cmbles*  leneth  Mioder,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  liia 
dl%e  towards  the  enemr  in  a  regular  fomi.  It  wae  looo 
appareot  that  the  DutcK  admiral  did  not  mean  to  %tM  mm 
actioii;  be  mnde  the  signal  for  the  ve^els  under  his  prottc- 
tkm  to  separate  from  the  ships  of  war,  but  on!j  to  a  sbon 
distance  to  the  leeward  of  his  line  of  battle,  which  he  formed 
on  the  lar^  tack.  The  British  admiral  did  not  make 
the  signal  tor  battle,  till  all  his  ships  had  ranged  thems€lT«« 
alonir^ide  their  opponents.  The  first  vessel  on  our  side 
which  commenced  firing  wa«5  the  Berwick ;  she  soon,  how- 
ever, was  obliged  to  quit  the  line  in  consequence  of  the  loss 
of  her  mizen-toprnnst ;  but  in  a  short  lime,  she  once  more 
got  into  notion  with  the  van  >hip  of  t\m  enemy.  The  Dol- 
phin also  >vas  compelled  to  make  «ail  ami  to  quit  the  linp,  m 
order  to  wcathor  tlie  v;.n  n{  the  Diiteh  s^jiiadron;  and  lh« 
Burtalt*  was  incapable,  trom  the  daniajre  she  received  earh 
in  the  ei>irairenh  i:t,  to  bear  down  aiul  close  with  her  oppon- 
ent. Tliis  disaster  derang-tni  the  van  or'  the  British  lin^. 
w  hile  the  van  of  the  eneniv  havinir  snifered  verr  little,  ad- 
niira!  P?\rker  did  not  find  him«elf  in  a  CMn.^itien  to  prfrcTit 
them  irom  l>earinir  awav  unmob>te<l.  After  tht  v  had  sailed  a 
little  way,  tbey  made  a  show  of  again  waitinLT  to  bt^  artacif-I. 
by  sometimes  taking  the  wind  upon  one  siiie,  and  sometmes 
upon  the  other;  the^e  manmivres  had,  however,  do  object 
but  to  conceal  their  intention  ot  frettin?  off  before  thewTT!»i 
The  cannonade  continued  for  three  hours  and  tt>rtT  minuter. 
Some  ot'  our  ship?  fired  two  thrmsand  live  hundrt^d  ^ho?  fa«*K 
and  the  liatth*,  through  the  whale  of  it,  di^>la^«d  gnat 
courage  on  b<»th  sides. 

The  Dutch  had  manv  advanta-jes  in  this  Hi:ht,  Their 
weight  of  metal  was  threat)}  ^\iperit»r  to  our^  ;  they  hid 
several  frigates  of  a  larire  size,  whicli  did  not  content  then- 
selves  with  kec'pine  at  a  distance,  ami  occa»ioriallv  arti  r*!?!!^ 
a««i«!tnnce,  by  toainL'  o'^t  of  the  line  the  «bip5  that  miirhi  he 
disabled,  but  were  (  ii  ^dv  and  rei^^ularlv  inttimixcd  wi^h 
their  line,  lyeiiig  between  the  line  of  battle  shipc.  wl^ir 
they  took  a  very  effective  part  iu  the  action,  a: id  did  i:iciH 
mischief  to  our  vp«;els.  bv  firine  at  their  riinrinu''.  ^^b;;^  tht- 

•  * 

^  holc  of  their  attention  was  ncce^riij  directed  to  tl«ur 
opponents. 
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At  twelve  o'clock,  when  admiral  Parker  liaiilod  down  the 
tigrial  for  battle,  the  ships  on  both  sides  lay  likr  logs  on  lli** 
water,  so  completeW  unmanai^eable,  that  the  uliuo.st  oflfortM 
of  their  respective  crews  could  not  keep  them  within  the 
dtstmnce  necessary  to  continue  the  battle.  It  was  obf^crvHl 
thttt  the  English  ships  were  principally  damn^cd  in  their 
msts  lod  rigging,  so  that  they  could  not  pursue  tho  onomy, 
wldla  the  dainaire  of  the  Dutch  ships  lay  almost  entirely  fn 
tbdr  Imlls,  whicn  were  flrreatly  shattered.  This  circumstance 
iccms  to  prove  that  the  AOghsh  were  more  an juous  to  d  est  roy 
their  oppooentSy  while  the  Duldi  were  more  desirr>us  to 
seenre  their  owd  escape,  if  neeeeaary,  hy  inoapacitating  their 
oppooeDte  fitMn  pnrsuiiiff  them* 

One  of  the  oett  ahipe  helonginK  to  the  Dutch,  the 
Holkiidia,  of  uxty-fyar  guns,  went  down  during  the  night 
alter  the  hattky  in  lOch  a  suddeu  maiiDer»  that  her  crew 
were  ohiiged  to  abandon  her,  without  being  able  to  brini^ 
off  their  wounded  eoropanions.  The  lota  of  men  on  both 
sidea  was  very  great,  for  hard  fighting  and  not  mana^uvring 
waa  the  object  both  with  the  English  and  Dutch;  the 
former,  who  were  by  far  the  least  sufferers,  had  one  hun- 
dred and  fbur  men  ulled,  and  three  hundred  andthirtv-nine 
wounded  In  the  seven  ships.  Of  these  twenty  were  idlled. 
and  siatty'Seven  wounded  in  the  Fortitude  only. 

We  rerert  to  admiral  Rodney  and  the  West  India  fleet, 
whose  eipknts  this  year,  were  again  remarkable. 

Soon  aAer  Rodney  returned  to  his  station  In  the  West 
Indies,  be  and  general  Vaughani  who  commanded  the  land 
forces  there,  receiveil  such  information  respectin^^  the  Island 
of  8t«  Vincenty  as  determined  them  to  attempt  its  ca^jture. 
It  was  represented  to  hare  suffered  so  muoli  by  a  hurricane, 
as  to  be  incapable  of  much  resistance.  On  this  representa- 
tion, Rodney  and  Vaughan  went  against  It,  and  landed  some 
troops ;  but  it  was  soon  disoorered,  that  the  information  on 
whidi  they  had  proceeded  on  this  enterprise  was  incorrect, 
as  the  island  was  in  a  very  respectable  state  of  defence ;  and 
the  enemy  having  heard  of  the  intended  attack,  were  ftilly 
prepared  to  meet  and  resist  it.  They,  therefore,  re.embarkec! 
the  troops.  As,  howerer.  the  forces  had  been  collected,  the 
commanders,  a»  soon  as  they  heard  of  the  war  between  thi* 
eountry  and  Holland,  directed  theirefforts  against  the  Dutch 
idands. 

The  principal  island  which  the  Dutch  possessed  in  the 
West  Indies  was  St.  Eustatius ;  whkh,  though  little  better 
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than  a  barren  rock,  had  long  been  Uie  seat  of  a  IneradTe 
and  prodigious  trafBc ;  it  was  considered  and  used  as  a  free 
port ;  and  the  Americans  resorted  to  it  with  all  the  plvoder 

th«y  had  procured  from  the  capture  of  our  r^se!*  in  that 
sea.  Tills  island,  thus  barren  by  nature,  but  rich  by  the 
accunuilaiion  of  spoil,  is  remarkably  stroiicr,  and  well  for- 
tified ;  there  Ls,  indeeJ,  only  one  j»laee  where  a  Ian Unj  is 
praeticatiie.  It  might,  therefore,  have  proved  arLlu»ju> 
antl  dearly-earneil conquest,  had  its  inhabitants  exerted ibem- 
selvcs  in  its  defence,  and  kept  in  ])ro|)er  order  the  fortifica- 
ti«'ns  wliiehhad  been  erected  on  it  fur  tliai  i'nrpo«e:  btttlbej 
VkCYii  toi>  intent  on  commerce  to  be  prepared  r'^r  nar. 

The  JJritisli  tleet  atid  anoy,  in  t^rder  to  coikx'^1  the  ri;ai 
object  nf  the  expeditivjn,  at  first  appeared  off  the  eoaft? 
^lartinique;  whence  tliey  suddenly  turned,  and  surrouadcd 
the  island  of  St.  Eu statins  :  their  furce  was  much  greater 
than  was  necessary  for  the  object  in  vie\>  ;  and,  reJ^irr  on  . 
this  and  on  the  tin  prepared  state  of  the  enemy,  they  mis.t-  . 
diately  sent  a  pereni})torY  snmtnons  to  the  'governor,  ali^w.  \ 
ing  him  only  an  hour  to  surrender  the  island  and  its  depen- 
dencies.   The  governor,  unapprbeed  of  the  rupture  between 
f treat  Britain  and  Holland,  and  totally  onprepaied  ibr 
defence,  surrendered  without  fighting. 

The  wealth  that  fell  into  the  possession  of  the  conqomrs 
exceeded  greatly  their  expectations,  and  all  tlie  informstioa 
they  had  received  respecting  it.    The  whole  i-tland  >xrjt^J 
one  ffreat  storehouse  of  the  richest  nierehandise.   The  besc^ 
itself  was  spread  over  with  hogsheads  of  tobacco  and  Si^gir. 
The  value  of  all  the  oommodities  that  fell  into  the  hands  d  • 
the  captors,  it  was  impossihle  accurately  to  eompnte^  or  sw  ! 
to  conjecture ;  the  lowest  estimate  rated  them  at  three 
Uons  sterling.    This,  however,  did  not  comprehend  tin 
shipping.    One  hundred  and  fifty  vessels^  many  of  Am 
with  cargoes  of  great  value,  were  taken  in  the  bay ;  besito 
a  Dutch  frigate,  of  thirty-dght  guns^  and  five  other  smsBsr 
vessels. 

8t.  Martin  and  Saba,  small  islands,  appendages  smI 

neighbouring  to  St.  Eustatius,  were  also  taken  in  tjbe  ssa» 
easy  manner,  and  a  fleet,  richly  laden,  which  had  sailed  froai 
St.  Eustatius,  a  very  short  time  before,  ur.der  the  protec- 
tion of  a  single  ship  of  wav,  was  pursued,  ovei  4.ai>.ci:, 
captured. 

As  wo  had  gained  possession  of  the  T>Titch  islands  tb^i 
easy,  it  seemed  as  if  we  were  carcie:>&  aboui  retainiog  th^o; 
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for  they  were  left  in  such  au  incomplete  state  of  defence, 
ihat  un  the  2(jth  November,  they  were  surprised  and  re- 
taken by  a  body  of  Freucb  troops,  under  the  commaud  of 
the  Marqiii-  de  l^ouilli. 

AVe  approach  now  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  wlien 
British  valour,  wiiith  had  been  in  some  degree  clouded, 
^cu*e  l\»rth  \vith  it-  w  i.tjted  brilliancy. 

M'heii  Spain  united  with  France  against  Great  Britain, she 
seemed  particularly  anxious  to  regain  Gibraltar.  Minorca, 
also,  biing  an  i>land  so  close  to  the  coa«it  of  Spain,  and 
having**  always,  till  its  capture  by  Great  Britain,  formed  part 
of  that  rru>T'rirchy,  Avas  another  object  of  de>ire.  Tlie  siepe 
of  Fort  bt.  Philip,  in  this  island,  was  carried  on  with  great 
vigxiur,  and  a  force  of  sixteen  thousand  regular  troops,  with 
a  huDdred  and  mne  pieces  of  heavy  battering  cannon,  and 
thirtj^tiK,  large  mortars,  under  the  command  of  the  duke 
de  C^riiloD,  was  employed  for  that  purpose.  To  oppose  this 
immense  force,  gODeral  Murray,  who  commanded  the  fort, 
had  a  very  feeble  and  inadequate  garrison.  He,  however, 
made  a  determined  resistance,  and  did  not  surrender  till  the 
number  of  his  men  was  reduced  by  scurvy  to  not  more  than 
six  hundred  and  sixty,  out  of  tw  o  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  fit  for  duty.  The  joy  of  the  king  of  Spain  at 
the  oonquest  of  Minorca  was  excessive ;  he  determined  now 
to  direct  his  wl^ole  efforts  to  the  reduction  of  Gibraltar, 
before  which  be  had  long  kept  a  numerous  army ;  whose 
attempts,  however,  had  been  completely  baffled  by  the  in- 
trepidi^  of  general  Elliot,  who  commanded  that  fortress. 
The  duke  &  Orillon  was  appointed  captain-general  of 
tbe  Spanish  armies.  Forty  thousand  land  forces,  including 
twelve  thousand  French  troops,  forty-seven  sail  of  the  line, 
besides  floating  batteries,  frigates,  and  other  vessels  of  war, 
formed  the  force  employed.  The  plan  of  attack  adopted, 
was  that  of  tlie  chevalier  d'Arcon,  a  French  enijineer  of 
preat  rej>utation,  but  was  sai<l  to  have  been  nuxliiiud,  if  nut 
furrned,  hv  the  S])ai^isli  monarch  himself.  According  to 
this  y  hin,  floating  batteries  were  to  be  constructed  on  such 
a  principle,  that  it  sIk  uM  be  impossible  ior  any  effort  or 
iiH-aDS  of  the  besieged  c  ltiier  to  sink  or  set  fire  to  them.  In 
order  to  render  it  irn|  ible  to  sink  them,  their  k(i  1-  ^md 
liotfonis  were  to  he  foriitied  m  ith  an  extraordinary  tliit-kucss 
<»f  timber  ;  to  secure  them  atrainst  fire,  the  sides  ol  the  fhfat- 
intr  battcri*^^  were  to  be  lined  with  timber  and  cork,  a  Imio 
time  soaki^U  lu  water,  with  a  laige  quantity  of  wet  sand 
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tween.  It  wa^  .-^uppo-ieii  that  by  this  means  no  cannon  sbot 
would  penetrate,  or  it'  it  did,  tiuu  xhe  wet  saiul  wounl  not 
unly  impede  its  pr<i^ress,  but  prevent  it  from  settin^^  tire 
the  vessels.  An  extniordiiiary  part  of  their  constructioa 
wan  that  in  iiiiitaliun  of  the  circulation  of  the  biood  in  tL«: 
livitiL,'  budy,  a  j^reat  variety  of  pipes  and  canals  |rerforare»l  : 
all  the  solid  workmanship,  in  such  a  maniier,  that  a  c«jntiiiiial 
succeiaion  of  water  was  to  be  cortvey^^  d  >  evt_'ry  part  »>f  the 
ve^^i-l.  By  this  means  it  was  expetttni  that  the  redhot 
shut  would  operate  tr»  the  r<»niedy  of  its  owu  mischief,  a-  the 
very  action  of  cutting  thr  tii  jh  those  pipes  would  procure 
the  immediate  extinetion  i  l"  any  fire  produced. 

In  order  to  construct  these  machines,  ten  jjrreal  ships  from 
six  hundred  to  fourteen  hundred  tons  burthen,  were  cut 
down  to  the  atite  required  hy  the  pbm  of  the  en^neer ;  4nd 
two  hundred  thousand  cubic  feet  of  timber  wtarm  euq^lojed 
in  their  construction.  There  still,  howeT^r,  sons 
thing's  to  be  guarded  against.  Tbej  were  noi  jet  bonb- 
proof.  In  order  to  reiser  them  so,  and  at  the  aame  tiott  ts 
protect  the  men  at  the  batteries  from  grape^elM^  a  haa^bf 
roof  was  erected,  and  contrived  in  such  a  manner,  that  it 
could  be  raised  or  let  down  with  the  greatest  facility,  at  tbi  | 
pleasure  of  those  on  board  the  Tessels.  This  roof  was  fomsd  i 
of  a  strong  netting,  covered  and  protected  by  w«i  hides  ef 
preat  strength  and  thickness ;  suoa  a  dope  was  ghm  it,  ss 
It  was  supposed  would  eflectuallj  serre  to  throw  off  tbs 
shells  that  might  fall  on  it,  before  they  could  burst  or  ds 
any  mischief.  On  board  these  batteries  were  pLaeed  bnsi 
cannon  of  a  large  calibre,  and  in  each  ship  a  supply  was  kqit 
in  case  of  accident.  D*  Aroon  had  contrived  a  land  of  aatoi 
to  be  placed  on  the  lights  of  the  guos,  of  such  a  nature  st 
to  emulate  lightning  in  the  quickness  of  its  consiamptioat 
and  the  rapidity  of  its  action ;  and  by  which  all  the  guns  of 
the  battery  weie  to  go  oft*  together. 

The  Spanish  comui  uul  r  did  not  trust  entirely  to  the:-* 
mean^.  Twelve  hundrt  ti  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  were 
coUeiiiid,  and  the  (pianiity  of  gunpowder  was  tkaid  to  ex- 
ceed eighty-three  thousand  barrels. 

General  Kiliot  so  far  tVuni  appearing"  daunted,  determined 
to  begin  the  attack.    About  »seveu  in  the  niorniFi>r  of 
8tii  of  September,  he  commenced  a  powerful  arid  \v t.  - 
directed  fire,  by  w  hich,  about  ten  o'clock,  the  Mahon  bat  ton 
aii<i  another  adjoining  it  were  set  in  flames,  and  hy  fivt  in 
tlic  evening  they  were  entirdy  consumed.  The  enemy  wtre 
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eiceediairly  1:^.1  irtified,  and  ha<»tened  their  preparations  lor 
the  grand,  arisi,  as  they  hoped,  the  decisive  attack.    On  the 
moming^  of  the  iUh,  hy  break  of  dav,  a  new  batterj  of  sixiy- 
foar  heavy  cannon  w.ls  opened,  which  poured  without  inter- 
misMon  its  shot  into  the  g'arrison.    The  enemy,  during  this 
and  -evf  :  ,il        ■  Imcr  d  ivs,  tired  at  the  rate  of  six  thousand 
five  iiiiiidred  canii  <n  -h  >t  and  one  thousand  and  eii^hty  shelU 
in  every  t  weuty-four  liours  ;  while  their  ships  ma<le  contiiuial 
attacks  on  Europa  Point,  the  defence  of  which  w;i>  -<>K  ly 
eotrusteJ  to  captain  Curtis  and  the  marine  hri^'ade  under 
bis  command.    In  onhjr  that  the  attention  of  the  irarrisun 
mi^^ht  l)e  completely  di>-tracted,  by  the  various  and  tniihi- 
tudioous  forms  of  attack  goin<^  on  at  the  same  time,  the  gun 
and  mortar-boats  were  added  to  the  other  instruments  of 
war,  aud  contiuued  their  assaults,  both  by  day  a))d  night, 
without  the  smallest  interumsion,  on  the  works  of  the 
fortress. 

At  this  time  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain, 
amounting  to  fot  ty-eight  sail  of  the  lin<',  arrived  at  Al«/e- 
jiira?  from  Cadiz ;  and  every  thing  was  aUo  complete  in  the 
Kittering  ships.  These  were  covered  wah  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  ;  and  to  the  service  of 
each  gTin,  Uiirty-six  artillery-iuen  were  app<jinted;  besides 
these,  there  w  ci  c  asufBcient  numbitrof  oftiecrs  to  direct  the 
operations,  and  of  seamen  to  work  and  manage  the  vessels, 
<o  that  the  whole  nuialier  on  board  of  the**©  battering  ships 
could  not  be  le?^s  than  siv  or  seven  thousand  men.  The  plan 
was,  that  the  fire  of  these  vessels  should  be  steadilv  directed 
to  one  object,  while  the  gun  and  mortar-boats,  wiili  the 
floatini?  battery  and  the  bomb-ketches  should  carry  on  their 
attack  in  every  possible  direction.  It  was  calculated  ilua 
every  part  of  the  fortress  would  at  one  and  the  same  time 
be  exposed  to  a  destructive  tire  ;  cUi  l  as  iL  would  impos- 
sible for  the  garrison  to  be  everywhere  present  and  upon 
the  alert,  it  wa-s  hoped  that  some  point  would  be  so  far 
injured  as  to  present  a  t'lv  -urable  place  for  assault. 

About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  13th  of 
September,  the  tuii  balLci  iug  irhips  of  the  enemy  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  over  towards  Gibraltar,  where  they 
occupiiHl  the  stations  allotted  for  them,  about  nine  hundred 
yards  tVom  the  works.  The  ship  on  board  of  which  was 
the  Spanish  admiral,  was  stationed  near  the  king's  bastion, 
while  the  other  vessels  extended,  three  to  the  southward  of 
the  tlagy  as  far  as  the  church  battery ;  five  to  the  north- 
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ward,  ^iciir  tlic  Old  Mule  ;  and  one  a  little  to  tho  westward 
of  the  iidiiural.  As  soon  as  they  had  reached  tlieir  stadocs, 
they  }>oean  a  heavy  cannonade,  in  which  they  were  stxonded 
and  bujiporteil  by  the  cannon  and  mortars  in  the  iine^.  while 
the  batteries  from  the  garrison  opened  with  hot  a£id  cold 
shot  from  the  irnns,  and  with  shelU  from  the  howitzers  &Dd 
inf>rtar«.  The  seeaeof  thi*^  <1ay  ]<  described  bj  eje-witoeiaes 
as  ^rand  and  terrible  in  thf  his^hest  deirree. 

Alt  ii(»u'^h  general  Elliot  made  no  display  of  the  roei^ures 
he  had  adopted,  they  were  found  to  he  completely  adeqaatefor 
the  purposes  of  defence  and  of  destruction.  The  prodigious 
showers  of  reilhot  balls,  of  bombs,  and  of  carcasses,  wLidi 
filled  the  air,  and  were  without  intermifision  thrown  to  ev€iy 
point  of  the  various  attackst  both  bj  sea  and  by  hr^],  fnm 
the  garriflony  astooished  the  commanders  of  the  allied  forces, 
wbo  could  not  concdve  the  poteibilitj  that  general  Elliot, 
straitened  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  garrison,  shooldhafe 
been  able  to  constntct  such  a  midtitude  of  furnaces,  as  tbcj 
deemed  necessary  to  the  heating  of  the  quantity  of  shot  tboQ 
thrown.  The  number  of  redhot  balls,  which  the  battenv 
ships  alone  received  in  the  coorse  of  the  day^  was  estimitM 
at  not  fewer  than  four  thousand.  Nor  were  tbe  raoitir> 
batteries  in  the  fortress  worse  supported ;  and  while  the 
Imttering  ships  appeared  to  be  the  principal  objects  of 
vengeance,  as  they  were  of  apprehension  to  the  garrism^ 
the  whole  extent  of  the  peninsula  seemed  at  the  same  tint 
to  be  overwhelmed  in  the  torrents  of  fire  which  ware  ie- 
cessantly  poured  upon  it. 

For  a  long  time  it  seemed  as  if  the  battering  slnps  wm 
completely  invulnerable  to  all  the  attempts  made  by  tbe 
trarrison  to  destroy  them  ;  while  they  continued  through  tlw 
u  reatest  part  of  the  day  to  maintain  a  destructive  canncnadi, 
they  resisted  the  eombineti  powers  of  tire  and  artillery  to 
such  a  degree,  that  the  incessant  showers  of  shells,  and  rtd- 
hot  shot,  with  which  they  were  assailed,  i^ade  no  vi>:y^ 
impression  upon  them.  About  two  o'clc»ek,  howcTcr.  there 
were  si^nis  (»f  their  approaehiii^^  destruction  :  ^^moke  wts 
5pen  to  rise  from  the  upper  part  of  the  aili;iiral'>  dtvk,  aixi 
tite  men  were  observed  using  fire  entjines,  and  j>onrirg  water 
into  the  holes  made  hv  the  redhot  shot.  'I'hi>  eirefnn stance 
Ftinmlated  the  efforts  of  the  g-arri«on.  It  \\  a*?  tjow  beyoiitia 
doubt,  that  tliouL^li  Ihc^e  l^attcring  ehips  v  i-re  con«truc!fd 
with  so  rrmch  art  and  ingenuity,  and  thouirh  tluy  were 

capable^  at  the  same  time,  of  iutiicting  and  of  sutienjog  &o 
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much,  \et  there  were  in  the  j^arrison  mean'^  «niffi<Ment  to 
de>trov  tb«m.  In  the  course  of  niirlit,  it  couid  nf)t  be 
accurately  ascertained  whether  the  hre  (ni  board  of  them 
iocreased.  That  it  was  not  got  under,  was  evident  from  the 
contiiuied  efforts  of  the  men  to  work  the  fire  engines,  and  to 
pour  water  down  the  shot  holes.  The  fire  from  the  garrisoQ 
was  therefore  continued  without  intermission  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  night ;  and  bj  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  admiral's  ship  and  another  were  more  visibly  on  fire. 
Everything  on  board  them  indicated  the  utmost  oonfusion 
and  alarm  ;  rockets  were  thrown  up,  to  announce  their 
distress  and  dang  -  to  the  other  ships,  and  the  fleet  imme- 
diately sent  out  all  the  assistance  in  their  power;  but  to 
afford  sssistance,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
battesing  ships  were  placed,  was  neither  safe  nor  easj.  It 
was  impossible  to  remove  the  battering  ships,  or  to  save 
them  where  tbej  were :  the  onlj  object,  therefore,  was  to 
tske  out  the  men.  But  the  very  means  which  had  been 
employed  to  render  these  ships  formidable  to  the  garrison, 
made  it  extremely  dangerous  to  approach  them ;  they  were 
filed  with  combustible  matter,  which,  now  that  they  were 
cm  fire,  was  continnaUy  orploding ;  while  the  fire  from  the 
garrison,  directed  with  more  vigour  against  these  ships,  as 
they  were  seen  to  be  on  flames,  added  ^rreatly  to  the  danger  of 
thofie  who  attempted  to  save  their  uiilurtunate  comiailes. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on,  bragadier  Curti?, 
with  his  squadron  of  gun-boats,  lay  under  the  xSe\v  .Mule, 
rca.lj  to  take  advantage  of  any  favourable  opportunity 
hii  h  mis^ht  present  itself.  Accordingly,  about  three  o'clock, 
wfiCMi  the  enemy  ha  l  Mitr'ered  most  dreadfullv,  and  were 
thrown  into  the  utmost  cuiuu>i(ii),  by  their  battv^ring  ships 
bavint:  taken  tire,  he  began  an  attack  upon  their  flank.  His 
guu-b<,ats  were  drawn  up  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  rake  the 
entire  lirje  of  the  batterinic  ships,  and  thus  to  repel  all 
attempts  wliich  the  Spaniards  were  making  to  succour  those 
who  were  in  them  :  no  hope  of  satVty  now  remained  for 
these  unfortunate  men,  unless  in  the  humanity  of  their 
conquerors  ;  and  this  humanity  was  in  a  great  Tueasure 
successfully  exercised,  notwithstanding  that  to  save  them  was 
.^till  attended  with  imminent  danger.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  the  morning  of  the  14th  that  the  whole  extent  of  the 
'lefeat  of  the  Spaniards  was  discovered,  or  that  the  efforts 
of  brigadier  Curtis,  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  could  be 
luocessfully  exerted.  When  daylight  appeared,  the  scene  was 
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most  dreadful.  In  the  midst  of  the  flames  great  nunibersof  the 
enemy  were  discos  ered  cry  in  ir  out  fi»r  as.-istauce ;  \\  hile  others 
were  svH?n  tiuatinL;;  on  pieces  of  timber,  liable  every  ruuuieEr 
either  to  be  waslied  oiV,  or  tu  be  destroyed  bv  tlie  >bot  from 
the  ^aiTiaon.  As  soon  as  theetlV  jIs  uI  tiie  lire  Ironi  (ilhralTar 
were  clearly  seen,  and  it  was  put  beyond  a  J-ui't  that  the 
enemy  were  completely  dei'eated,  the  tiring-  ceaseil  entirely. 
Every  thoug-ht,  which  but  a  few  minutes  bel'ore  had  been 
directed  to  the  destruction  of  the  Spaniards,  was  now  turned 
to  their  rescue  from  death.  In  a  moment  it  was  forgotten 
that  they  were  enemies,  and  only  remembered  that  they 
were  suffering  fellow -creatures.  At  the  same  moment 
those  vessels  which  had  been  employed  to  deal  destructic^ 
among  them,  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  saving  them ;  and 
It  would  be  impossible  to  determine,  whether  the  BritifJi 
displayed  more  intrepidity  in  their  endeavours  to  save  or  to 
de^roj.  In  this  employment^  the  marine  brigade  were 
almost  exdusivdy  engaged ;  and  thdr  escape  from  destroc^ 
tion  was  almost  nuracnlons. 

Such  admirable  measures  had  been  taken  bj  the  goremor 
for  the  proteetion  and  aecnntj  of  the  garrison,  while  the? 
were  employed  in  defending  the  fortress  and  in  annoying  the 
enemvy  that  thor  Iom  was  comparatirdy  light,  and  it  was 
ehiefij  confined  to  the  artillery  corps.  The  marine  brigade^ 
of  coones  bdng  modb  more  e]qx)sed»  sn^tevd  more  sefmh; 
yet  not  nearly  to  such  a  degree  as  might  have  been  antid- 

Ked.  In  the  course  of  about  nine  weeks,  the  whole  nimi- 
'  slain  amounted  only  to  sixty-fiye,  and  the  woundal  to 
three  hundred  and  eighty-eight.  How  little  dianes  Ihs 
Spaniards  had  of  succeeding  in  their  attack,  even  if  thor 
battering  ships  had  not  taken  fire^  may  be  judged  from  tlus 
drcumstance,  that  the  works  of  the  fortress  were  sosreilr 
damaged. 

The  garrison  was  soon  after  relieved  by  Lord  Howe^  who 
succeeded  in  landing  two  regiments  of  troops,  and  in  seadiag 
in  a  supply  of  fifteen  hundreid  barrels  of  gunpowder* 

The  repulse  of  the  allied  French  and  Spanish  at  Gifanl- 
tar,  joined  to  the  celebrated  victory  which  Bodney  hid 
already  ^ned  on  the  12th  of  April,  paved  the  wm  to  a 
peace.  We  have  dwelt  somewhat  minuteljr  on  the  rarmv, 
although  not  exclusively  naval,  because  it  is  insspsnbfy 
interwoven  with  naval  adairs^  and  also  because  it  is  an  met 
deeply  interesting  in  itself.  Of  the  latter^  we  shall  resmt 
the  account  until  we  come  to  the  memoir  of  lord  Rodntj. 
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€feorge  Augustus  Elliot,  the  noblo  defender  of  Gibraltar, 
0011  of  8ir  THlbert  KUiot,  of  Stoles,  was  bom  in  Boxbnrgh- 
shire,  in  1717.  He  was  created  a  Britiah  peer,  ander  the 
tide  of  lord  lleathfieldi  for  hU  gmliantrj  on  this  ocotaioiiy 
and  died  in  1790. 

In  the  £Mt  Indies,  during  this  year,  the  palm  of  super!- 
oritj  was  bravely  and  obstinately  contested  between  adminis 
Hughes  and  De  Suffreio,  but  still  without  any  deobiTe 
resmt.  A  short  account  of  a  part  of  their  proceedings  maj 
nerve  as  a  ^^eoiroen  of  the  whole. 

As  soon  as  intelligence  reached  the  East  Indies  of  the 
rupture  b:M^  pon  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  and  the  commander  of  the  land  forces,  determined 
to  attempt  the  conquest  of  the  Dutch  settlements.  N^(a>» 
patnam  was  the  first  that  fell  into  their  hands.  As  soon  as 
they  had  completed  this  conquest,  admiral  Hughes  sailed 
with  troops  on  board  against  the  Dutch  settlement  of  Trin- 
comale,  in  the  island  of  Cevlon ;  this  was  taken  by  assault  on 
the  lull  of  January.  The  Kn^lish  fleet  then,  being  in 
want  of  stores  and  provisions,  returned  to  Madras  road. 
On  the  15th  of  February,  De  Sutfrein  appeart d  in  the  lifting 
with  twelve  sail  ot*  the  line.  The  English  admiral  liad  only 
nine  two-deeked  ships,  one  of  whicli  earried  but  titty  guns; 
he,  however,  prepared  for  an  engagement,  by  placing  hi^ 
ships  in  the  most  advantageous  position,  with  sprinir?  ot\ 
their  ciihle^.  that  they,  and  the  numerous  shipping  which 
lay  further  in  the  road,  might  l>e  dufentled  with  the  gnarr-t 
prospect  of  success.  De  SuftVcin,  ho^^  ever,  di<l  not  think 
proper  t<>  attack  them,  but  stood  out  of  the  bay ;  he  was  im- 
mediat^ely  pursued  by  Sir  Edwnrd,  v\  ith  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  cut  ot^'  some  of  the  nunierou>  transports  which  wore 
under  the  protection  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  Mr  '^ncceeded  iu 
capturing  several  of  them,  and  the  Frencli  admiral,  appre- 
hensive that  more  would  be  taken,  bore  down  with  all  the 
sail  he  could  carry.  No  action,  however,  took  place  on  the 
16th;  but  on  th*'  su])se<juent  day,  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  De  ►Surlrein  was  enabled,  by  a  favourable  squall 
of  wind,  to  brini,'-  his  whole  force  agarn<^t  the  centre  and 
rear  of  the  British,  which  were  nearly  becalmed,  and  at  some 
distance  from  tlieir  van.  Thus  tive  sinps  of  our  34iuadroa 
were  i«,cd  to  the  attack  of  the  wliole  French  fleet.  This 
unequal  contest  was  maintained  with  great  spirit  and  vigour, 
till  about  six  o'clock,  whea  a  favourabio  breeze  reached  the 
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other  part  of  the  l^rifish  fleet,  an«l  enabkxl  tlu-m  to  cumc  uji 
tu  the  as.«istance  ot'  the  centre  an<l  the  rear.  The  eiuniv,  v.uw 
tiiat  the  battle  was  put  ujkih  a  Uiure  e<]ual  foutir.g,  <ud  not 
long  continu'  ii ;  but  ijaviittr  suffered  severelv,  stoo^  r.rf  De 
8uffreiii,  lu  this  eneairement  had  direeted  his  priuc  ^  ai  atiack 
a^-ain^t  two  of  the  liriiisli  fleet,  the  Superb  and  the  Exett-r. 
The  hatter  at  one  time  stood  singly  the  lire  of  tive  >h:r  ^.  At 
the  close  of  the  action,  when  she  had  been  severtJT  cui  up, 
two  fresh  vessels  of  the  enemy's  squadron  l>ore  down  upoo 
her.  Tiie  master  asked  commodore  Kin<;  \\  li.ii  he -l.-  uM 
do  with  her, under  these  circumstances. his  re|']y  wa>,  **  lirtrrc? 
is  nothin-^  to  be  <lone,  but  to  fiLclit  her  till  ^^he  i^inks." 

8ir  Edward  Huglies  having  re|'aired  his  ships,  and  beinc 
reinforced  by  the  an*ival  of  the  Sultan,  oi'  >evrnt  v-f(  »ur,  ui'd 
the  Ma^anime,  of  sixty-four  guns,  from  Enclaud.  proot^xi- 
cd  again  to  sea.  His  principal  object  was  to  jirotct^t  a  valu- 
able convoy  which  was  coining  from  England,  and  part  of 
which  had  been  put  into  Morebat  Bay  some  time  before, 
De  Suffrein  was  apprised  of  the  approach  and  the  import- 
ance of  this  convoy,  and  he  determined  to  use  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  intercept  it,  before  its  union  with  the  English 
fleet.  On  the  8th  of  April,  the  hostile  fleets  came  in  sight 
of  each  other,  and  they  continued  in  sight  at  nearly  the  sunc 
distance  asunder,  and  in  the  same  relative  position  for  thm 
days,  when  Sir  Edward  Hughes  being  within  fifteen  kagiiei 
of "TriDCOiiialey  stood  directly  for  that  port.  On  the  1^  a 
desperate  encounter  took  place  between  the  two  fleets^  to 
witnout  aoj  decisive  results.  Both  sqoadrons  haYbf  suf- 
fered rerj  severely,  the  English  more  particttlarlv  in  thar 
masts  uid  rigging,  continued  at  anchor  within  a  few  niks 
of  eech  other,  for  several  days.  8ir  Edward  Hughes  at 
first  was  apprehensive  that  the  Frendi  would  renew  the 
attack ;  but  when  he  observed  the  conAued  and  ifisibM 
state  they  were  in,  he  was  freed  from  this  apprehension.  As 
soon  as  the  Monmouth  was  fitted  with  jury  •masts,  m)  as  to 
be  able  to  keep  up  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  the  Bn^ 
admiral  weighed  anchor,  and  proceeded  to  Trincomale  Bav; 
the  French  repairing  to  Batacola,  a  Dutch  port  in  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  about  twenty  leagues  to  the  south  of  ths 
former  place. 

Towards  the  end  of  thb  year,  negotialioua  for  a  gmnl 
peace  were  brought  to  a  successfbl  conclusion,  and  it  vti 
finally  concluded  early  iu  1788* 
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ADBOBAL  BARBINOTON^^Samoel  Bartington 
the  fifth  son  of  John»  first  lord  viscount  BarringtoOi 
of  the  Idngdoni  of  Ireland.    Being  intended  for  the  naval 

service,  he  was  entered  in  1740,  being  then  scarcely  eleven 
yeaj-s  old,  on  board  the  Lark,  a  fifth-rate,  of  forty  guns, 
commanded  by  lord  George  Graham. 

In  174<j,  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  commandLr,  and  ap- 
pointod  tu  the  Weazel  sloop,  and  in  1747,  he  l)ecanie  a  po-t- 
captain,  aiid  was  eommissiijned  to  tlio  Bellona,  a  fifth-rate, 
of  thirty  guns.  An  somh  a>  captain  Barrington  had  entered 
npon  bis  command,  being  then  scarcely  more  than  ei-^hteen 
Tears  old,  he  was  orilered  out  on  a  cruise  off  Ushant,  and 
di^tinGruished  himself  exceedini^dv  in  a  verv  smart  action 
which  to«>k  place  on  tlie  18th  of  AuLnist  following,  between 
the  Beliona  and  the  duke  de  Chan  res,  a  French  East  India 
ship  of  considerable  force,  wliich  he  captured.  lie  next  re- 
moved ini')  tl]  '  Uomney,  a  hirgo  fifth-rate,  niountini^  forty- 
four  gnns,  in  which  ship  he  continued  till  the  co!ielu^ion  of 
the  war;  but,  unfortunately,  without  meeting  with  any 
second  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself  so  conspicu- 
ously as  tie  had  before  done.  Not  long  after  the  cessation 
of  hostilities^  he  was  appointed  to  the  Seahorse,  of  twenty 

SiiiSf  and  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  with  admirid 
eppel. 

Od  his  return  from  this  stationi  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Crown,  a  fifth-rate,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  ordered  to  the 
coast  of  Guinea.  Immediately  on  his  return  to  England, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  Norwich,  a  fourth*rate,  of  fitlty 
guns,  one  of  thes^iips  ordered  to  be  put  into  commission 
and  equipped  for  immediate  service,  in  consequence  of  the 
various  encroachments  made  by  the  French  on  the  British 
settiements  in  Korth  America. 

Captain  Barrington,  after  having  remained  for  a  short 
timOy  subsequent  to  his  return  to  Eurone,  without  holding 
any  commission,  was,  in  1757^  appointed  to  the  Achilles,  a 
new  ship  of  sixty  guns,  one  of  the  fleet  destined  for  the 
})onie  or  channel  service.  He  continued  occupied  in  the 
same  line  of  active  service  till  the  year  1760,  when  he  was 
ortlered  to  Louisbourg,  which  fortress  had  not  long  before 
been  captured  from  tiie  enemy.  Previously,  however,  to 
his  piiLting  the  station,  he  fell  in  with  a  French  sliip  of  war 
called  the  St.  Florentine,  which  was  of  equal  force  \s  ith 
the  Achilles.  After  a  short  chase,  he  icot  up  with  his 
antagonist,  whom  he  brought  to  action,  which  was  closed 
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alter  a  continued  contest  of  two  hoursi  bj  the  surr^ickf 

of  the  enemy. 

After  the  return  of  captain  iiiirringt«  »n  {r*pm  Ijouhhoxrrg, 
at  the  close  nf  the  vcar  17G0,  the  Achilles  wns  taken  into 
dock  for  repair,  lie  was  then  ordered  to  put  him«^f  Ifunt^er 
the  coHiiiiand  of  Keppel,  with  whom  he  accordingjj  pro- 
ceeded  on  the  expedition  undertaken  against  Bellcisle.  Here 
he  again  signalized  himself,  particularly  in  the  attack  of  one 
of  the  forts  situated  near  the  shore,  ^liich,  had  it  not  bero 
previooslj  sileiiced,  would  very  mat^iallj  hare  iDconunoded 
the  troops  duriog  their  debarkation. 

In  1777,  he  was  commisaioaed  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  a 
third-ratey  of  seventy  ,  f'  ur  gons,  ordered  to  be  fitted  for 
immediate  serrice.    I^eiog  promoted  on  the  23d  of  Jannarj, 
1778»  to  the  rank  of  rrar-admiral  of  the  white,  he  hoistea 
his  flag  on  board  the  same  ship,  and  was  ordered  to  the 
West  ladies,  haTing  been  invested  with  the  chief  eotniwmd 
of  die  naval  foroes  emplojed  in  that  quarter.    The  rvftun 
with  Praooe*  the  event  whidi  had  been  so  long  meditated 
by  that  oonntrj,  and  considered  as  inevitable  hw  BritatOy 
having  commencied,  the  force  nnder  the  orders  or  the  Tiee> 
admind  became  totally  tnadeqnate  to  the  protection  of  nidi 
valuable  possessions  as  the  West  India  Islands.  Adamal 
Hotham  was  accordingly  detached  to  reinforce  him  firaci 
North  America,  with  two  ships  of  sixty-four  guns  eaeb, 
three  of  fifty,  and  a  homb-ketch.    This  squadron  also  sen  ed 
to  convoy  to  the  West  Indies,  which  were  then  very  ill- 
^^'l^risoned  and  providwl  with  troops,  a  fleet  consisting  of 
titty  hired  transports,  having-  on  board  a  considerahle  land- 
furce,  inti'Ti<led  not  merely  tor  the  protection  of  the  I>rit;jh 
possessions,  liut  ibr  the  aniiuyance  an  l  nttaek  of  any  colonies, 
the  property  of  the  enemy,  which  should  be  considered  a5 
vuiiiurable.    He  remained  for  some  time  on  this  station,  ani 
ably  sustained  the  reputation  of  hi*?  flag. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  BarrinLiton  struck  his  Hair,  and 
)u  ld  no  farther  naval  appointment  till  17Ih>,  when,  on  tl*e 
apju'ohension  of  a  rupture  with  Spain,  he  rehoi^ted  it 
board  the  I\<\val  rTcnrt^-e,  on  beintr  a[)pointcd  to  the  station 
of  second  in  (Oiiiinand  in  the  msdu  or  channel  iEbetf  theo 
under  the  orders  of  earl  Howe. 

During  the  preceding  interval  of  peace,  he  was,  in  17^5, 
appointed  one  of  the  board  of  land  and  sea-officers  conrened 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  a  system  of  natioaii 
defence^  brought  forwara  under  the  auspices  of  the  master^ 
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general  of  the  ordnance*  and,  <»n  the  24th  of  September, 
1787,  he  \va?  advaiiri  !  lo  the  rank  of  achiiiral  of  the  hhie. 

i"*ar  m*  rp  important,  ho\>  ever,  to  the  character  of  this 
good  man,  than  any  honours  of  this  kind,  well  merited  as 
tbey  certainly  were,  was  his  attention  to  the  interests  and 
promotion  of  a  society  instituted  for  the  reHef  of  indigent 
caval  officers,  their  widows,  and  their  children.  ( 'nprotected 
by  any  public  aid,  the  promoter?,  nmong  the  first  and  most 
active  of  whom  was  admiral  Harrington,  had  to  contend 
with  those  ditiicuities  which  societies,  however  benevolent 
their  tendencT,  pcareelv  ever  tail  to  meet  with  on  tljeir  first 
proposal.  Nevertheless,  such  was  the  assiduity  of  this 
friend  to  distress,  and  of  his  no  less  amiahlt'  associates,  that 
in  a  5'hort  time,  they  had  the  satisfaction  <»f  beholding  the 
philanthropic  plant  thriving  under  their  hands,  and  diffusing 
it<  comforts,  as  far  at  its  means  permitted,  to  all  who  sought 
iu  shelter  and  support. 

The  dis[>ute  with  Spain  having  heen  amicably  concluded, 
wiihout  the  necessity  of  even  j>ending  the  armament  to 
N^a,  Barringtiiu  struck  his  flag,  and,  owing  to  his  infirm 
Slate  of  health,  never  took  upon  him  any  suhsetjueiit  com- 
mand. Oij  the  22d  of  April,  171)4,  he  was,  in  ccmseqiK  ueo 
of  a  prouiotion  of  tlag-ofhccrs  which  then  took  place,  r:tised 
to  the  rank  of  admiral  of  the  white,  and,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  -u  as  senior  in  that  class  of  cithcers,  tin*  admiral  of  the 
fitet  being  the  only  ofticer  in  the  service  wlio  pr«'Ced«'d  hin). 
In  tlie  month  of  October.  1770,  he  received  the  honourable 
appointment  of  colonel  of  marines;  and  in  1789  was  made 
geueral  of  the  same  corps,    lie  died  in  1800. 

ADMIRAL  KEPPEL.  ^ — AuL^n^tii-  fv(  j>ptl  was  the 
second  son  of  William,  jccond  earl  ui  Alln marie.  He  began 
his  career  under  An^nr^,  and  did  no  discredit  t4j  his  mabter. 
Mo*jt  (»f  his  t\ploiL>  have  already  come  under  our  notice.  He 
lat  in  parliament  for  Chichester,  Windsor,  and  latterly  lur 
Surrev.  He  was  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  fruni  1782  to 
1784,  at  which  time  he  was  created  a  viscount.  He  died 
in  178t5. 

LORD  KOBNEY.— George  Brydges  Rodney,  was  the 
second  son  of  Henry  Rodney,  a  naval  ofhcer,  and  was  born 
in  the  month  of  December,  1718.  He  tutered  the  navy  at 
a  Yei^'  early  age:  and  liaving  passed  his  probati(tnarv  vears 
of  service  with  reputation^  embarked  for  the  Medkerraneau 
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ID  the  Nunor,  as  one  of  the  lieutenants  to  adraiiml  Idattfaews, 
in  1742.  On  the  9th  of  November,  in  the  suae  yw,  be 
was  promoted  bj  bioi  to  be  captaia  of  the  Pljui  uth,  of 
fiixty  gUDSf  which  commiBaioD  was  confirmed  bj  the  admi- 
ralty. On  returning  home,  oaptain  liodney  ren  ov  t^i  into 
the  Sbeeniesay  a  small  frigate*  and^  about  the  middle  of  the 
year  1744,  was  i^fipointed  to  the  command  of  the  Lodioir 
Oastle,  of  forty-four  guns.  During  the  spring  of  the  year 
1746,  he  had  the  command  of  the  Eagle  of  sixty  guns,  wkb 
orders  to  cruise  on  the  Irish  statioo.  In  tlie  Dwoth  of 
October  he  captured  two  priTateers,  one  of  them  a  Freoeb 
ship,  called  the  Shoreham,  which  had  been  a  frig:ite  ia  oar 
navy.  In  the  succeeding  year,  1747,  be  formed  one  of  tbs 
squadron  under  commodore  Fox,  in  the  Kent,  that  was  sent 
to  intercept  alai  ge  fleet  of  French  merchantmen,  homeward 
bound  from  St.  Domingo.  Of  the  prizes  then  made,  six 
were  taken  by  captain  Rodney,  in  the  Eagle. 

Thenar  terminated  on  the  17th  of  October,  1748.  I' t 
Rodney  continued  to  be  employed  ;  and,  in  March,  I'^'X 
was  appointed  to  the  Uambuw,  a  fourtL-r;i;^ .  On  tht*  9;h 
ot'  Mav,  he  was  made  trovernor  and  eoramai;(ier-iu-<  huf  ot* 
the  island  ot'  Newtnuiulland.  In  May,  1751,  he  wasciiwatQ 
member  lor  the  burough  of  Salta>h. 

He  fornietl  one  of  tlie  fleet  which  sailed  on  ilw  8th 
September,  1757,  undi  i-  the  command  of  adtidrals  ILiv. 
and  Uoscawen,  to  attempt  a  descent  on  the  euast  of  Fracc^. 
In  this  expedition,  Rodney  commanded  the  Dublin, 
Fcventy-four  <runs:  :ind  being  the  oldest  caj^tain  in  the  tit^, 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  vt  wiir,  Whta 
admiral  Boscawen  sailed  ft)r  L()ui>bourg  in  the  spring  of 
1758,  captain  Rodney  was  appointed  to  supply  the  place  of 
captain  BenUejf  whose  ship,  the  Invincible,  was  lost  in  gt>ii^* 


America,  the  Dublin  took  the  Mount  Martin,  a  French  Ei?: 
India  8hip»  homeward  bound,  of  great  value.  With  lias 
service,  closed  his  duty  as  a  post-captain,  and  in  the  moot]! 
of  June,  1759>  he  was  advanced  rear-admiral  of  the  bias. 

The  year  1759  was  glorious  to  Great  Britain  in  evcrj 
point  of  view,  nor  was  lord  Rodney  wit  boat  enjoying  h^ 
share  in  the  successes  of  that  period*  Having  been  ^ 
tioned  for  some  time  in  the  channel,  with  a  conuderaUe 
force»  to  watch  the  ports  of  Normandy,  he  was  sent  to 
bombard  Havre  De  Grace^  whence  the  enemy  had  planned 
to  transport  an  armament  for  the  purpose  of  invadmg  tkii 
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cfwmtry,  in  fiat*bottomed  boats  of  a  particular  construction, 
cmlled  praams.  These  boats  were  about  one  hundred  feet 
lenity  twentj-foar  broad,  and  ten  deep;  had  one  mast,  with  a 
decsK,  and  were  intended  to  carry  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
Tbe^  were  lo  constmoted  as  to  use  sails,  or  oars,  as  occasion 
nigjnt  require.  Some  wore  able  to  carrj  three  hundred 
VMtt  with  their  baggage;  othm  fifty  cavalry,  with  every 
tlim^  complete.  A  great  many  were  already  built,  with  a 
qomidarabU  number  on  tiie  stoeks. 

KeiT'-adinind  Bodney  sailed  with  his  squadron  from  St. 
Hiel0D*8y  on  the  mmiing  of  the  2d  of  Jiine»  and  with  a 
fniroQrable  wind  and  mmlerate  weatheri  anohored  the  day 
IbUowing  in  the  great  road  of  Hsm. 

Ahont  seven  next  morning,  two  of  the  bombs  were  sta- 
fioDod,  ai  were  all  the  rest  early  the  following  momingyand 
eootinned  to  bombard  Anr  fifty-two  hoorsy  without  intermis- 
siofip  and  with  suoh  snoeess,  t  oat  the  town  was  seTeral  times 
in  flamesy  and  the  magasine  of  storee  for  the  flat-bottomed 
bonts^  hnrned  with  great  fury  upwards  of  six  honrsi  not- 
wilhrtanding  the  malest  exertions  nsed  to  extingnish  it. 

ThoB,'*  as  Mr.  Collins  observes,  had  admval  BodnoT 
the  happiness  of  totally  frustrating  the  designs  of  the  French 
coorty  and  so  completely  mined,  not  only  the  preparations, 
bat  iiB  port  itselfi  as  a  naval  arsenal,  that  it  was  no  longer 
in  a  state  to  annoj  Great  Britain  during  the  eontinnance  of 
the  war.** 

In  the  year  1760,  admiral  Bodney  still  hovered  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Seine,  and  in  the  month  of  July  had  an 
opportunity  of  reodering  a  most  essential  service  to  his 
eoontry,  by  destroying  a  fleet  of  praams,  laden  with  warlUce 
stores. 

During  the  month  of  November  in  this  year,  the  admiral, 
who  oontmued  to  give  great  annoyance  to  the  French  coast, 
sooursd  the  shore  as  far  as  Dieppe  with  Us  cutters. 

It  had  been  determined  by  government,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  year  1761,  to  attack  the  Frenoh  oommerce  in  the 
West  Indies:  as,  although  their  trade  to  the  Leeward 
Islands  was  much  distressed,  it  still  oontinued  a  resource  to 
them.  The  naval  and  military  foroe  sent  for  this  purpose 
was  great,  and  'together  formed  such  an  armament  as  had 
never  before  hem  seen  In  that  part  of  the  world.  General 
Mondcton  commanded  the  land  forces,  and  the  marine  was 
under  rear-admiral  Bodnsj. 

On  the  18tb  of  Ootober,  1761,  Bodney  had  sailed  from 
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Spithead  in  the  Mariboroiigh,  with  firar  ships,  three  hoinb- 

ketches,  and  ft  sloop,  to  join  those  under  Sir  James  Doa^l&», 
who,  with  the  troops  under  lord  Holloi  had  takeo  the  Island 

of  Dominica  in  June. 

The  attack  on  M;u  tin ieo  succeeded  in  every  quarier.  On 
the  4th  of  February,  the  citadel  was  delivered  up  to  hh 
majesty's  forces ;  and,  on  the  12th,  deputies  arrived  to 
8urren<ler  the  \n  holu  island.  This  ^^  n-^  soon  followed  b\  tht- 
capture  of  (jraua'la.  St.  Lucia,  aiul  St.Viucent;  viheu  lb«^ 
whole  of  the  CaribbefS  came  into  pr)s-t'S>ion  of  the  English. 

In  IT^U,  Rodney  was  raised  to  tlie  rank  of  baronet;  and 
in  the  ensuing  year,  waa  made  goveroor  of  Greeswkk 
Hospital. 

In  1768,  Sir  Oeor«:re  carried  on  an  expensive  comes:  tVr 
the  borough  of  Northampton,  which  he  gained  by  a  poU  of 
six  hundred  and  eleven  to  tive  hundred  and  thirty -eight ;  by 
thia  means  bis  fortune  became  much  deranged.*  In  1771, 
he  retyped  the  post  of  governor  of  Greeowi<^  Hosjuui, 
and  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  on  the  Jaottifii 
statioDy  with  bis  £ag  on  board  the  Amelia,  of  eight j-gacs. 
On  returning  from  his  station  at  Jamaica^  alter  the  msl 
period  of  service  had  elapsed,  his  pecuniarj  embam»- 
ments  forced  him  to  go  into  exile  anUd  a  people  whose  ge> 
vernment  had  trembled  at  bis  name.  During  hb  absence 
in  France,  Sir  George  was  advanced  to  be  a£nml  of  tk 
white.  The  poTerty»  for  so  it  may  he  denominatedt  mdtr 
wUcb  he  bad  now  eo  lon^  laboured,  and  which  must  km 
reduced  him  to  many  nauful  difficulties  could  not  in  tk 
smallest  degree  affect  tne  firmness  of  his  mtnd»  or  aUeMic 
his  affections  from  his  conntrj.  A  very  po  werfnl  temptaiinn, 
Ae  force  of  which  he  instantlj  baffled  with  patriotic  ardovi 
is  alone  sufficient  to  show  the  noble  and  derated  chante 
he  possessed. 

The  distress  of  this  brave  officer  had  at  length  so  mwk 
increased,  as  to  become  a  subject  of  public  notoriety.  It 
had  been  long  suspected  by  the  keen  observation  of  Moosieor 
de  Sartine,  who  was  no  stranger  to  Sir  GeurLrt  's  merit:  He 

accoviiiiigly  communicated  his  ideas  to  the  duke  de  Btrvri^ 
and  persiia  led  him  to  make  the  admiral  an  olYer  of  the  cciU- 
mand  of  the  F>ench  fleet  in  the  Wtst  Indies;  m  d  al?o  to 
prot^Vr  a  very  liberal  supply  for  the  immediate  arraageme&t 
of  his  h nances. 

In  order  to  accon^j  lish  this  infainou?  de^iyri  with  the 
greater  ease,  the  duke  immediately  sent  a  very  civil  invita- 
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tion  ti>  Sir  Georprp  to  «pencl  some  weeks  at  liis  house.  Wht  n 
one  morning,  tliiriiiu'"  a  walk  in  the  gardens,  the  duke  with 
great  cautif)n  sounded  the  admiral  on  the  subject ;  but  so 
far  was  the  ingenuous  mind  of  Sir  George  from  being  ahle 
to  discover  what  this  stratiy;c'  preamble  could  load  to,  that 
he  at  length  imasrined  his  ^jrrace  must  be  deranged,  and  in 
consequence  began  to  eye  him  with  some  degree  of  considera- 
tion fur  what  might  happen.  The  duke,  who  had  not  been 
accustomed  to  such  unyielding  principles,  now  came  at  once 
to  the  fomt,  and  openly  declared,  **  that  as  the  kiog»  lug 
royal  master,  iuteDdCed  the  West  Indies  should  become  the 
tkentre  of  the  present  war,  he  was  commissioned  to  make 
the  roost  nnboanded  offers  to  Sir  G^rge,  if  he  would  quit 
the  English  service^  and  accept  the  command  of  a  French 
fipiadron.'*  Rodney,  with  an  indignant  air,  made  tins 
memorable  reply : — My  distresiee.  Sir,  it  is  true,  have 
driven  me  from  the  bosom  of  mj  country,  but  no  temptation 
whatever  can  estrange  me  from  her  service.  Had  this  offer 
been  a  Toluntaij  one  of  Yonr  own,  I  shoold  have  deemed  it 
ao  iosQlt ;  bnt  I  am  glad  to  learn  it  proceeds  from  a  source 
that  eaii  de  «ie  wron^  r — The  dnlce  was  struck  with  the 
wtriotic  ^▼irtve  of  the  British  tar,  and  from  that  time 
oeeaaie  hn  sincere  friend. 

Towards  the  dose  of  1779,  the  chief  command  at  the 
Leeward  Islands  was  given  him :  upon  which  he  hoisted  his 

non  board  the  Sandwich, 
n  the  25th  of  December  1779,  the  admiral  sailed  from 
Sphhead  in  the  Sandwich  of  ninety  guns.  He  was  attended 
by  rear-admiral  Digby  in  the  Prince  George  of  niuety-eight 
g'uns,  and  by  rear-admiral  8ir  John  Koss,  in  tiic  lioval 
George  of  one  hundred  guns.  The  late  kint**  Williaui  IV., 
then  Prince  William  Henry,  accompanied  liiiu  on  board  the 
Prince  George,  as  a  midshipman.  The  whole  fleet  consisted 
of  twenty-two  ships  of  the  line,  eight  frigates,  and  a  cutter  : 
having  under  their  com  (jy  a  considerable  number  of  store 
fhips  for  Gibraltar,  and  the  trade  for  the  Mediterranean  and 
tie  We«t  Indies.  The  garrison  of  Gibraltar  had  been 
bl(  rkaded,  both  bv  sea  and  land,  from  the  very  first  conu 
r!i»  TK-eTTient  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 
Ut  tl»e  >uhve<juent  events  we  have  already  ^iven  an  account. 
In  the  dt  bate  whichs  ubsequently  took  in  the  house 

of  cnmnio])s,  on  the  nujtion  of  thanks  to  bir  George  Hod- 
ney,  lord  North  declared,  that  the  nation  at  large  was 
iodebtad  to  fiir  George  Bodneji  and  that  the  public  fruffragc  s 
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were  all  in  his  favour :  bo  wished,  thereforp,  to  collect  them,  i 
and  to  have  them  transmitted  to  that  ^'■aliaat  officer,  in  the  | 
form  of  a  vote  of  thanks  from  that  house,    bir  'r_«'% 
service?,  his  lordship  said,  were  singular  and  important :  Tv>r 
he  had  taken  a  convoj  of  stores,  ih%  loss  of  which  would  be 
Terj  sensibly  felt  by  the  Spaniards,  as  tbej  stood  in  tbe  ! 
greatest  need  of  them  to  fit  out  their  fleets.    In  the 
aothm  his  victory  had  produced  the  most  salutary  effects.  B 
had  fVeed  from  danger  the  important  fortress  of  Gibraltar,  I 
and,  together  with  the  first  saocess,  it  had  taken  from  tfae 
enemy  some  of  their  host  ships,  and  had  added  five  to  ear 
own  fleet. 

But  the  battle  whidi,  of  all  others,  immortalised  the  vme 
of  Rodney,  was  that  in  which  he  gained  laa  celebfaled  via- 
tory  oyer  the  French  under  De  Orasae. 

The  battle  commenced  abont  seTen  oVIocIc  on  the  manbif 
of  the  12th  of  April,  1792.  It  was  fbaght  in  a  lai^  \mm 
of  water,  lying  among  the  ielands  of  Onadaloupe,  ]>eaiai- 
que,  the  Saints,  and  Marigalante.  Both  on  the  winduaid 
and  leeward  of  tins  basin,  lay  very  dangerous  shores.  As 
soon  as  day  broke,  admiral  Rodney  made  the  mgnal  for  deie 
action,  and  every  vessel  in  his  fleet  obeyed  it  scmpuloi^. 
The  British  line,  instead  of  being  as  usual,  at  two  cMH 
length  distance  between  every  ship,  was  formed  at  the 
tance  of  only  one.  As  each  came  up,  ahe  rang-ed  dose 
alongside  her  opponent,  passing  along  the  enemy  for  ibst 
purpose,  givinir  and  receiving,  while  thus  taking  her  station, 
a  most  dreadt\d  and  trem<  ii  luus  tire.  Tl.^  action  continoed 
in  this  manner  till  noon,  wlu  n  admiral  Ui»dney  r^lvei  to 
carry  into  execution  a  man«jfuvre,  which,  it'  successful,  be 
expected,  would  e  nn  him  a  complete  and  dri-i-:ve  victory; 
for  this  purpose,  in  his  own  ship,  the  l  oriui  l^J  le,  sup- 
ported by  the  Namur,  the  Duke  and  Canada,  he  bore  down 
with  all  sail  set  on  the  enemy's  line,  within  three  ships  of  tbe 
centre,  and  succeeded  in  breaking  completely  through  it. 
As  soon  as  he  had  accoinpli'^hefl  tbi«=,  tbe  other  ships  uf  hl^ 
division  followed  him,  and  they  all  wore  round,  douMdd 
upon  the  enemy,  and  thus  placed  between  two  fires  those 
vessels,  which  by  the  first  part  of  the  manceuvre  they  had 
cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  As  soon  as  admiral  Rod- 
ney and  the  Yessels  which  followed  him  wore^  be  made  the 
signal  for  the  van  to  tack,  by  which  means  they  gained  tbe 
windward  of  the  French,  and  completed  the  disorder  ialo 
vhich  the  brealdng  of  their  line  had  thrown  than. 
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The  mssDjf  howarery  stUl  eonthiiied  to  fight  with  gml 
ooora^  and  firamest,  and  made  an  attempt  to  refom  their 
bnAm  line,  by  their  Tsn  bearing  nway  to  leeward.  This, 
however,  tbej  coald  not  aocompush.  Baring  the  whole  of 
tUi  time.  Sir  Samnel  Hood's  division  had  beoi  becalmed^ 
and  of  ooorse  nnable  to  take  any  part  in  tbe  action ;  bat  at 
this  eritieal  moment  a  breese  sprang  up,  which  broagbt  for- 
ward most  of  bis  ships,  and  thus  served  to  reader  the  rictory 
vuMre  decisire. 

One  eonsei^aenoe  of  the  breaking  of  the  French  line  was, 
that  opportansttes  were  given  for  desperate  actions  between 
single  shqM,  the  most  splendid  and  striking  of  which  have 
•  been  tfana  told: — The  Canada  of  seventy-four  guns,  cap- 
tain  Comwallis,  took  the  French  Hector  of  the  same  force^ 
single-hand.  Captain  Inglefield  in  the  Centanr  of  seventy* 
fomr  guQs,  came  ap  from  the  rear  to  the  attack  of  the 
Vvmr  of  seventy-foor  also.  Both  ships  were  jet  fresh  and 
tmhort,  and  a  most  gallant  action  took  place,  but  though  the 
Fiwch  captain  had  evidently  much  the  worse  of  the  oombaty 
he  etili  disdatoed  to  yield.  Three  other  ships  came  up  sac* 
eeasivelT,  and  he  bore  to  be  torn  almost  to  pieces  by  their 
ifare.  His  ooorage  was  inflexible.  He  is  said  to  have  nailed 
Us  coloQrs  to  the  mast,  and  his  death  could  only  put  an  end 
to  the  contest.  When  she  struck,  her  masts  went  overboard, 
and  she  had  not  a  foot  of  canvass  without  a  shot  hole.  The 
Okirieiiz  likewise  fought  oobly,  and  did  not  strike  till  her 
masts,  bowsprit,  and  eosign  vi^ere  shot  away.  The  English 
Ardent  of  sixtj-foar  guns,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy  in  tbe  be^nningof  the  war,  near  Plymouth,  was  now 
retaken.  The  J>iadem,  a  French  seventy-four  gun  ship, 
went  down  by  a  single  broadside.  De  Grasse  was  nobiy 
sopported,  even  alter  the  line  was  broken,  and  till  the  disor- 
der and  confusion  became  irremediable  towards  evening,  by 
the  sUpe  that  were  near  him,  Ill-i  two  seconds,  the  Lan- 
gaedoc  and  Gouronne,  were  particularly  distinguished,  and 
the  former  narrowly  escaped  hem^  taken,  in  her  last  etforts 
to  eitricate  the  admund.  The  Ville  de  Paris,  after  being 
nlready  much  battered,  was  closely  laid  alongside  by  the 
Canada;  and  in  a  desperate  action  of  nearly  two  hours,  was 
reduced  almost  to  a  wreck.  Captain  Cornwallis  was  so 
tntent  in  his  desigo  upon  the  French  admiral,  that,  without 
taking  possession  of  toe  Hector,  he  left  her  to  be  picked  up 
by  a  frigate,  while  he  pushed  on  to  the  Ville  de  Paris.  It 
seemed  as  if  De  Giasse  was  determined  to  sink,  rather  than 
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strike  to  aoj  thine  ander  a  flag;  hut  be  IBMwiie  imdMbt- 
edl  J  oonmdered  the  faUl  eflbets  which  the  etrildng  of  \m 
flag  might  prodnoe  on  the  rest  of  his  fleet.  Otner  dns 
came  up  in  the  heat  of  the  action  with  the  Oanada,  bet  he 
still  h*ld  out.  At  length  Sir  Samuel  Hood  came  up  ia  the 
Barfleur,  at  sunset,  and  poured  in  a  most  destructiTe  fire> 
which  is  said  to  have  killed  sixty  men  on  the  spot ;  bot  M . 
De  Grasso  wishinj^  to  signalise  as  much  as  possiblt  ih;^  ^o^& 
of  so  fine  an»l  so  favourite  a  ship,  endured  the  repetitions  of 
this  fire  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  longer.  He  then 
struck  his  flag  to  the  Bartleur,  and  surroiulered  himself  to 
Sir  Samuel  Hood.  It  was  said,  at  the  time  the  V'ilk  <i*j 
Paris  struck,  there  were  hut  three  men  left  alive  and  unhtirt  • 
on  the  upper  deck|  and  that  the  Count  De  Gra6&e  was  Qoe 
of  the  three," 

Loijl;  lu  tore  the  French  admiral  struck  his  fli^,  hi?  fieet 
had  snutjht  salety  in  fllcrht,  and  that  they  might  divide  lb* 
attention  of  the  EnL:li-li.  and  thus  more  e.i?ilv  acc^mpli?fe 
thoir  uhject,  they  went  oti"  before  the  wind  in  small  ^.|ua(in>Ds 
and  sinu'^lc  «;hip«?.  They  were  at  first  closely  pursued,  bat  or 
the  approach  of  night,  admiral  Rodney  made  the  signal  for 
his  vessels  to  collect  for  the  purpose  of  securing  hii  pnitti 
and  removing  the  men  from  on  board  of  them. 

While  our  fieet  were  obliged  to  lye  under  Goadakmpe  for 
throe  days  to  repair  their  damageSy  the  French  aeiicd  tiw 
favourable  opportimitj  to  eaeape.  As,  however,  maaj  of 
their  ships  were  verj  much  crippled,  adoural  iiodnev  eot«<r« 
taioed  hopes  that  he  should  be  Ft  ill  able  to  overtake  and  cap- 
ture some  of  them.  On  the  I7th,  therefore,  he  detached  Sir 
Bamuel  Hood  with  those  vessds  of  his  division  whidi  M 
suffered  the  least;  and  on  the  19th»  five  sail  of  the  eaeaw 
were  perceiyed  endeavouring  to  effect  their  eeoape  throw 
the  Mona  passi^.  The  signal  for  chase  was  immediali^ 
giveoy  and  hefore  the  French  conld  enter  the  passage  they 
were  hecalmed  and  OTortalcen.  The  TaltaQt,  captain  Good- 
all  was  the  first  who  came  up  with  them;  he  laid  hb  sfc^ 


first  hroadside;  captain  Qdodall,  however,  did  not  stop  ie 
take  possession  of  her,  but  pushing  on,  lie  came  op  with  sad 
attacked  the  Jason,  a  vessel  of  the  same  force  as  the  fionacr. 

She  held  out  about  twenty  minutes,  and  then  struck.  A 
frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  and  a  sloop  of  sixteen  were  also 
taken. 

The  whole  loss  of  the  enemy  amounted  to  eight  ships: 


which  struck  at  ths 
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one  had  been  sunk ;  one,  the  Caesar,  blew  up  after  she  was 
taken.  By  this  accident  a  liLHiteiKint  and  fifty  English  seamen 
perished  with  about  lour  hundred  prisoners,  and  j>ix  ships 
remained  in  the  possession  of  the  conquerors.  On  board 
the  Ville  de  Paris  were  found  thirty-six  chests  of  incnjev, 
with  which  the  troops  that  were  intended  for  the  invasion 
were  to  have  i}een  paid;  and  the  whole  train  of  artilh'rv, 
with  the  battering  cannon  that  were  to  have  been  employed 
on  the  same  enterprise,  were  captured  in  the  pi'i/.es. 

Xbe  loss  of  the  French  in  killed  and  wuumled,  was  very 
great;  the  amount  of  the  former  is  bup[)osed  tu  have  been 
three  thousand;  and  of  the  latter  at  lea^t  doul)le  that  num- 
ber. The  Ville  de  Paris  was  fvuiudii  so  loiv^  and  so  gal- 
lant Iv,  that  on  board  of  her  alone  four  hundred  perished. 

On  board  of  the  British  fleet,  the  loss  was  also  great,  but 
not  nearly  in  the  same  proportion,  nor  so  ^reat  as  might 
bsre  been  anticipated,  when  the  length  and  toe  obstinacy  of 
the  contest  are  token  into  consideration.  Including  the  loss 
of  both  actions,  on  the  9th  and  12th,  the  nnmber  of  the 
killed  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  of 
woanded  to  seven  hundred  and  sixty-aiz.  Several  officers 
of  g^reat  repute  for  skiU  and  bravery  were  among  both. 
Oaptain  Bhur  of  tbe  Anson,  who  had  distinguished  himself 
the  meoediog  jear,  in  the  action  off  the  Dogger  Bank  with 
the  1>tttch,  was  slain;  and  lord  Robert  Manners,  son  of  the 
great  marquis  of  Granby,  was  so  dangerously  wounded,  that 
Be  died  on  his  passage  to  England. 

Thus  ekised  the  professional  career  of  this  distingubhed 
eAoer,  who,  on  June  19, 1782,  after  receiving  the  thanks  of 
botti  houses,  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a  peer  of  Great 
Britain,  bv  the  title  of  baron  Rodney,  of  Bodney  Stoke,  indie 
county  Of  Somerset;  and,  on  the  first  of  July  following, 
received  a  pennon  of  JBTOOO  per  annum,  to  descend  to 
his  heirs.  These  rewards  his  long  services  and  merit  cer- 
tainly claimed,  nor  was  his  country  slow  in  proffering 
them. 

One  who  knew  him  well  has  declared,  "  That  as  an  offi- 
cer of  nautical  abilities,  none  were  his  superiors,  and  but 
few  his  equals,"  and  he  possessed  a  boUl  original  genius, 
wiiich  always  carried  him  directly  to  the  object  he  had  iu 
view.  In  private  life  he  displaced  the  manners  of  an 
accoHiplibhed  gentleman;  and  he,  who  when  called  by  his 
country,  could  hurl  its  thunders  against  t!)e  foe,  and  lead  its 
navies  unto  victory,  was,  in  peace,  the  ornament  of  dome^ 
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tic  «ocietT«  and  a  pattern  of  that  elegant  MiA  polished  bcli^ 
TkKU'  which  distisguislies  Iba  bigber  orders  UKmg  us. 
IjqvA  fiodacy  died  IB  London  OQ  iJie  2^  of  lld2. 

ADMIRAL  KEMPEN  FELT  — Richird  Kemf^niVIt, 
of  Swedkh  lioeajire.  wai  born  at  Westminster,  io  17 IS. 
HaTir  r  Hsm,  bv  hU  I  ravenr  and  good  conduct,  to  the  rauk 
of  x-iii^iraif  be  lerminaied  bis  life  bv  the  folio wmg  ificidMly 
IcriT  M3>d  well  reiiitnibereJ  in  Britbh  naval  <torv. 

His  ship,  the  Koval  Gersr^e  lK?irr  !<*aky,he  was  ordert?d  to 
5>piihr.\d  to  'Z-:'  h  ^  r  T>^fmred;  and,  u  itb  a  view  to  pet  that  done 
espediuoiisi V .  i:  wa^^  <.iirected  that  theshipsb*^^:!  i  becarecBed, 
aiKihftTe  her  sea-u.?  caulk  t  d  a*  she  lav  at  anchor,  w  itboat  ^c^sg 
icio  barboor.  On  the  2'j:h  of  August,  at  six  in  the  rromii?^, 
tht"  weather  being  due,  and  the  wind  moderate,  it  was  thou^^t 

imvocir^ble  cpportnnttv  to  heel  ber,  and  orders  tor  tbat 
parpo$e  were  accordinirly  srive^.  JBj  ten  o'clock  ?he  was 
oeeled  sufficient!T  to  enable  the  workmen  to  get  to  the  part 
tbat  l^^ed  ;  bu:.  in  or»ier  to  repair  it  as  effectualW  a^ 
po^ible,  the  ship  was  healed  another  streak,  or  about  t%'0 
feet  mcri?.  Alter  this  w  as  done,  the  ship's  crew  w  ere  allowed 
to  gii  lo  dinr^,  but  the  carpenters  and  caulkers  continued  at 
tbeir  w  ork,  and  had  almost  tinished  it,  w  ht  n  a«iiddeB  squJi-^' 
tCK-k  the  ship  on  tlie  rais<-d  side,  and  the  low  er-deck  porl^t^ 
kvward  baTiD^  been  unaerountablv  leA  open,  ihe  water 
msiieil  in:  in  less  than  eight  minutes  the  ship  tailed,  ani 
sunk  so  rapjdiv,  that  the  officers  in  their  confusion  madr  oo 
s  giiAi  o*  distres-;  nor,  ind«:-ed,  it  thfv  bad^  could  ant 
assistance  liave  avail lor,  after  her  low  er  p>ort»  were  tti 
tbe  water,  no  power  ni»r  anv  exertion  eouid  hive  prevwtfd 
ber  fr^-m  going  to  the  huttom.  When  the  Hoval  Ge£»rg« 
Wrn:  down,  there  were  upw  arils  of  one  thousand  two  baadit^ 
perM:< r.s  on  board,  includingr  three  hundreil  women. 

Th«-  waich  on  dtvk,  to  the  number  of  two  b»indred  and 
upwards,  w  tre  savtd  bv  ^oing  out  on  the  tup-sail  jards 
\vh;ch  reiiiainc-i^l  abi.ve  water  after  the  ship  reached  tbe 
bottom.  About  seventv  more  w  ere  picked  up  bv  the  Uuti 
from  the  othw  ships  at  Spithead.  Ainon>r  thet^  were  four 
lieutenants  and  eleven  women.  Admiral  Kcmpenfelt.  the 
rest  of  the  M^icer?,  and  nine  hundred  p<wTiple  were  drowned, 
1  h,  Tiuists  of  the  K*  \  al  (ieorge  remaii.'  d  'standing  for  a 
coni.icr^l.v  lime  after \^  ards  ;  and.  until  rLc  was  coTered 
with  sand,  parts  of  the  hull  were  visible  at  low  w  ater.  Be- 
p4^4)d  aiitriiipts  were  made  to  we^h  her,  but  in  vain.  Ycry 
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fwently  considerable  portions  of  the  wreck  have  been  re- 
movetl,  hy  means  of  blasting  with  gUDpowder,  and  the  ope- 
rations are  not  y»'t  abandoned. 

Thus  prematurely  perished  this  experienced  officer,  whose 
knowledge,  abilities,  and  bravery,  did  much  honour  to  the 
British  navv,  and  promised  to  contribute  iargeij  to  its 
improvement  and  its  glory. 

Many  others  were  highly  distinguished,  most  of  whose 
exploits  have  found  a  place  in  our  pages.  Of  these  are  Sir 
John  Moore,  a  name  rendered  of  still  greater  fame  in  after 
times;  Maurice  Suckling,  the  uncle  and  tutor  of  the  immortal 
Nelson;  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  a  name  of  hereditary  renown; 
Sir  Edward  Haghes;  and  Sir  Hyde  Parker. 

Paul  JooeSy  whom  we  have  had  oiocasion  already  to  men- 
ijojk,  performed  several  daring  exploits  in  the  service  of 
Amenca.  His  original  name  was  John  Paul,  and  he  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  having  been  born,  in  1747,  in  the  parish 
of  Arhegland,  Kirkcudbrightshire,  where  his  father  was  a 
gardener.  His  enterprising  and  courageous  spirit  are  unde- 
niable; and,  in  more  faTourable  circnmstances,  he  might 
hsTe  made  a  galknt  admural.   He  died  in  1792|  at  Paris. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

GEORGE  III.  1783  TO  THE  PEACE  OF  AMIENS,  1802 — FIRST  "WAR  OF 
THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION — SIDNEY  SMITH  AT  TOl  LON — PELLEW 
— 8AUMAREZ — COURTNEY — IIOWE'S  VICTORY  OF  TUB  IST  OF  JVM 

 LORD  HOOD  AT  CORSICA — HORATIO  NELSON — LORD BRIDPOIT  Al 

L'ORIENT — THE  BLANCHE  AND  LA  PIQUE — SIDNEY  SNITU  TA*t!l 
PRISONER — NELSON  AT  ELBA — KEITH  ELPHINSTON E  AT  THE  CaPI 
— MUTINY  AT  SriTHEAD  ANDTIIENORE — ST.  VINCENT — CAJIft*- 
DOWN — CADIZ — SANTA  CRUZ— THE  NILE — ACRE — THB  BALTIC- 
LORD  HOWB — LORD  8T.  VINCENT — SIR  SIDNEY  SMITH — LOW 
DUNCAN. 

The  period  embraced  in  this  chapter  extends  from  th« 
year  1783  to  the  peace  of  Amiens  in  1802,  a  period  of  nearlj 
twenty  years.  During  the  first  ten  years  of  this,  however. 
Great  Britain  enjoyed  peace,  and  consequently  no  raaritime 
exploits  occurred  deserving  our  notice.  Of  the  French  rf- 
volution,  and  the  causes  which  armed  against  that  country 
England  and  nearly  all  Europe,  the  memory  is  yet  too  re- 
cent, and  men's  opinions  regarding  them  too  much  under  the 
influence  of  party  spirit,  to  permit  us,  in  a  work  of  thb  kimJ, 
to  enter  into  detail.  Nor  indeed,  although  we  were  so  in- 
'•ned,  would  our  limits  permit  us  to  do  justice  to  the  di3« 
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cufision  of  a  subject  so  extensive  and  complicated.  Our 
brave  sailors  defended  their  native  shores,  and  supported  the 
honour  ot  LiiglatKi's  flag,  without  troubling"  themselves  as 
to  the  minute  grounds  of  auarrel ;  and  in  recording  a  his- 
tory of  their  exploits,  we  shall  in  that  respect  follow  their 
example.  ^Suffice  it  to  state,  that  in  February,  1793,  war 
was  fornnally  declared  between  (ireat  Britain  and  France. 
The  other  two  threat  maritime  powers,  Spain  and  Holland, 
were,  at  ihe  beginnini:  of  the  contest,  also  opposed  to  France; 
but  the  land  furccn  of  the  young  and  vigorous  republic 
having  overrun  the  territurios  or  intimidated  the  rulers  of 
these  countries,  the  whole  ot'  their  powtr,  wu  hhall  find,  was 
in  the  cuurse  of  the  war,  wielded  against  England:  not 
willingly,  indeeil,  either  by  the  rulers  or  the  people;  but  the 
etfect  was  the  same,  and  we  shall  shortly  find  that  our  navy 
had  to  contend  against  the  combined  fleets  of  all  P^urope. 
The  French  king,  Louis  XVI.,  had  been  put  to  death,  and 
that  country  was  now  under  a  republican  government, 
floctnating,  however,  in  its  form.  The  government  of 
Great  Britain  was  guided  by  William  Pitt,  who  had  at  his 
command  a  large  majority  in  both  houses  of  parliament. 
As  soon  as  war  was  declared,  the  following  supplies  were 
granted  for  the  sea-sendee : — For  forty-five  thousand  meui 
including  five  thousand  marines,  ^2,340,000;  for  the  or- 
dinary, including  half-pay,  j6^669,205  ;  extraordinaries, 
.£387,710  ;  ordnance,  not  provided  for  in  1791,  ^32,068  ; 
towards  paying  off  the  nvrj  debt,  j6?575,OOOt  making  a  total 
of  J^»003,984.  Thetotal  supplies  granted  for  the  year  were 
<£l 6,698,553.  The  number  of  flaff^offioen  was  sixty-four  ; 
of  poit-CiptaiDS,  four  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  of  masters 
and  oommanders,  one  hundred  and  sixt j*three ;  and  of 
lieateoants,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty -nine. 
Twen^-one  sul  of  the  line^  and  several  frigates,  besides  those 
whMi  were  alreadj  in  commission,  were  ordered  to  be  gol 
readj  for  sea  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

At  the  same  period  the  navy  of  France  Is  stated  to  have 
consisted  of  246  vessels ;  of  which  86,  indnding  27  in  com- 
mission, and  13  building,  were  of  the  line. 

TImb  first  employment  of  the  English  fleet  was  to  take  pos- 
session of  Toulon,  in  order  to  afford  ^protection  and  assist- 
ance to  the  French  royalists,  who  were  m  arms  In  that  neish- 
bourhood.  This  service  was  successfully  performed  under 
the  command  of  lord  Hood:  but  the  royalist  party  not 
proving  so  strong  as  had  been  anticipated,  and  the  repub« 
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^aa:f  es^rdti:;^  tbmndelTes  with  incrw^^in, 
■■rs  CO  rwuver  thu  pLic^j,  it  btcaaie  evirleot  the  Enjjlish 
«»tii«i  no  locjrer  hold  it.  It  waL?,  therefore,  resolved  to 
aA>pc  im m<idubce  mt>&siires  for  the  evacuatiuu  of  the  town 
and  arsemiJ.  md  for  tibe  destraction  of  the  ships  of  war. 
Om  er«aki^«l' the  daj  on  which  this  resolution  was  come 
artiHtfrr,  i$@re»«  troops  ^d  several  thousand  Frei>cii 
tmbsrl^^  witli^t  loss.  The  most  diflleult 
— iroed  to  he  accomplished ;  aad 
«r  k  wv  cMiMlttd  to  Sor  SidneT  Smith,  * 
mm  Ibrllislnt  toM^  tet  not  for  the  last,  w« 
to 

hm  ctMHBMUkd  three  Engfirfi  mi 
wmd  mtaidir:  he  first  procwMt* 


BIN 

ICS 

_  J 

EB  k.    The  peopk  hdooging  to  the  (feck 
TTini,  httd  afari^T  sslotkvM  the  tri^^ 
white  eoc^  httft  ther  mveaot  wfteiewdy  PBiaeroM  to  v^pos^ 
any  renilnee^   The  wyhBc—  iMtrtT,  hoiwerert  ineneeil 
face  mmgj  hemr,  mmi  prepmd  to*repel  the  Eag&h  jad 


SooQ  aHer  k  grrer  durk»  the  Tnkeii  fire-shq» 
the  <firectk)ii  of  Bcqteaeiil  Ckire;  ehe 
the  dcr  ef  the  mm  of»w«r»  m  each  m 
she  WIS  eeftUD  to  do  ellcctMl 
i%Bel  wee  mJoj  for  totting  fire  to 
the  fif  w  wore  eeea  to  me  hi  aB  dpoetioae;  thomagaae^ 
fiDed  with  pttch»  tar,  taDoir»  oil,  and  hemp,  wst  teo»  ta  a 
cOMphte  btaBOi  the  fire  spraid  among  the  deok  wmd  ¥km 
tiaihcr,  hj  mom  of  two  hoodrod  and  fi^hambof  t«» 
pUoed  aiaeng  thwa.  The  hlaae^  occaaoDed  hj  this 
gratMM^  eMhlcd  the  eaeny  to  tal»  more 
ain;  whik  the  dcetractian  that  was  goiDjr  os 
furj,  aad  canaed  them  to  redoohle  toeir  fire*  Ib 
extend  and  increase  the  fiameB»  Itentenant  HiddktaBof 
Britannia,  went  nto  the  midst  of  them,  which  eaqpooedto 
at  the  same  time  to  the  fifo  of  the  enem J.  His  nateDt«a 
himvery ,  and  the  danger  to  which  he  exposed  himaelf,  sjuW 
the  admiration,  while  it  roused  the  fean,  even  of  8ir  Siki^ 
Bmith,  who  called  him  off  Arom  hn  peri3oiis  poet. 

The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  were  advancing,  wndiftfdit 
air  with  thsff  shouts  and  renublioan  eonga.  Bat  fib  6mmf 
had  opposed  an  obstacle  to  tneir  pvoeress,  in  the  Toijmtam 
he  took  to  destroy  thsir  arsenal  and  shippsngi  Ibr  hshid 
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placed  the  fire  ships  in  aucli  a  manner,  that  a-  their  |2r^ns 
went  ofT.  a  direction  wa.s  giveii  tlieai  tin-w  .^rds  t, n »sc  qtiartera 
fronn  w  ueitee  he  ha- 1  nK>< t  reason  to  .i[iprehen(i  the  eiieuiv. 
The  h^»rr«"»r  of  this  scene  was  increased  by  an  unexpected 
circuin - ' ance,  which,  for  a  moment,  put  a  stop  h(»th  to  the 
operations  of  the  Engli.^h,  and  to  the  advance  and  ^.iiouts 
and  sonars  of  the  repuhhcans.    Ou  board  of  the  lri»  frigate, 
which  lay  in  the  inner  roa<l,  there  were  some  thousand  barrels 
of  g^un]>o\vder,  and  directions  had  been  given  to  the  .Spatnards 
to  take  these  out  nf  i)jo  frigate  and  sink  them.    Inst'^ad  of 
doi n«z  this,  thcv  had  foolishly  and  ra^shly  set  fire  to  thki  fri^^ate 
.virh  iLe  gunpowder  on  board.    By  the  explosion,  the  air 
&b  M  )l^  on  all  sides,  masses  of  burning  timber  fell  in  all  direc- 
tion*!, the  British  were  appalled  for  the  moment,  and  justly 
^prehensive  that  they  should  all  be  destroyed  by  the  effects 
of  the  explosion.    The  boat  of  the  Terrible  was  blown  to 
piece?,  bnt  the  lieutenant  aad  men  who  were  in  her,  were 
pieked  up  alive,  though  dreadfully  hurt.     One  ot  the  gun- 
boats lay  near  the  Iris  at  the  time  of  the  explusiou:  it  was 
shaken  to  pieces^  and  four  men  lost  their  lives. 

The  Spanish  officers  who  \vi  1 1  engaj^ed  in  this  enterprise 
ai'jng  wiiii  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  ii.id  undertaken  to  set  lliu  lo 
the  ships  in  the  ba^siu  bcturc  the  lou  u;  but  they  scarcely 
attempted]  to  perform  their  task.  They  returned,  reporting 
that  the  obstacles  were  so  great  and  numerous,  that  it  was 
totally  impracticable.  In  fact,  the  business  was  much  above 
their  pitch  of  courage ;  they  could  not  have  preserved  their 
coolness,  presence  of  mind,  and  intrepidity,  in  the  midst  of 
i>uch  accumulated  horrors  and  dangers.  As  soon  as  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  had  destroyed  the  arsenal,  he  went  alon^  with 
the  Spaniards  to  renew  the  attempt  ou  the  shiob  in  the  basin ; 
but,  in  the  meantime,  the  enemy  had  maonea  the  tiag-ship, 
and  the  wall  of  one  of  the  batteries,  fti>m  wbidi  they  poured 
such  repeated  and  well-directed  Tolliee  of  musketry,  tlmt  the 
British  commander  WM  rdaeUntly  compelled  to  abandon 
the  enterprise. 

There  were  still  two  seTentj-fonr  ^n  ships  in  the  inner 
road;  an  attempt  hid  already  bm  made  on  them^  bn^ 
been  given  np  in  oonseqtMoee  of  the  crews  manifesting  a 
determination  to  resist.  As  soon,  howeTer,  as  the  confl». 
gration  spread  around  them,  thcY  were  apprehenslre  for 
their  safety,  and  gladly  accepted  ot  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  offer 
of  landing  them  in  safety,  provided  they  would  make  no 
opposition  to  the  burning  of  the  ships.   The  destruction  of 
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Am  tw  ikipft  kid  tearcdj  been  dEwted,  when  anoAer 
f  4»^iiiriHilinkJ;ttd  Sir  Sidney  and  bis  brmTeeooi- 
MOMS  a  tcemnd  liM  «K]MMed  to  tbe  mod  hnniiiifif 
iMigcr.  Aiwad  thea  on  all  sides  the  banitDg  timber  fellp 
M  tfiit  wbrtbti  thsy  icmsineii  where  tbej  were,  or  attempted 
t»  csm^  ther  wm  ewsHj  exposed ;  fortuiMitelT,  howvrcr. 
Ml  a  so^le  |iam  te«eaed  cither  the  SwaDow,  or  aaj  of  tile 
grin  beat!  wbkh  nieismpiiiiid  her. 

Bt  tlm  time^  the  strength  of  the  men  was  so  eomplHcff 
eibMsled»  timi  many  of  tiMm  dropped  on  their  oars  It 
was  sdQ,  howgwar,  mrtmmrj  to  extricate  themselresfran  tbe 
■ilnnion  In  wisch  ther  weia«   Ererr  tbipg  had,  iiidefd» 
been  dertrorcdy  wbi^  laj  within  the  compaas  of  their  pow 
baa  while  mtj  had  bea  thus  einploTed,  the  cnony  bad 
accapitd  the  forts»  wbidi  commanded  the  passage  oat  of  tbe 
barfaoar.  From  Aeae^  had  the  fire  been  wdl  supported  sad 
dwected, tiwr mast  bare sufered very mnA ;  botooljaftw 
iLdiraeted  dwts  were  fired,  so  that  withaat  anj  loss,  tb^ 
TMcbsd  the  place  appointed  for  the  embaifcsSion  of  tbe 
troops,  and  took  off  m  maor  of  them  as  the  Tesseb  coaM 
holdL 


An  oeeamnee  which  displayed  grei^  ooofaiem  and  prsseaei 
of  salad,  took  place  in  the  harbour  of  Tooloo,  soon  afler 
that  town  was  eraenated  bv  the  British.  Caj^ain  Hood,  ia 
the  Jano^  bcin^  ignorant  ot  that  event,  andhani^oa  board 
npwards  of  one  hundred  and  fiAy  sapemoiDeranoi,  aba 
were  intended  for  lord  Hood*s  deet,  and  whom  be  vm 
amions  to  get  rid  of  as  soon  as  possible,  ventured,  wilbssi 
msbing  the  signal  for  a  pilot,  to  stand  in  late  in  the  efsaiagy 
towards  the  harbonr  of  Toako.  Soon  aAer  he  enlerdl  tbe 
inner  harbour,  the  ship  gromndeil.  ^^  hen  a  boat  cssM  m 
board  from  the  shore.  Still  captain  Uood  bad  no  >uspicka 
that  the  place  was  in  the  possession  of  theenemj,  tUi,bj  tia 
Ugbt  of  the  moon,  one  of  his  midshipmen  dteovered  that 
die  officer  who  had  oome  in  the  boat,  wore  the  tri-celoaisi 
ooekade.  The  ship  was  still  asvoond;  but  erery  cibit  an 
instantaneonslj  made  to  save  her.  The  Frcnchaafa  a«« 
ordered  hdow;  in  an  instant  ercry  offieer  and  man  wai  at 
his  do^,  and  in  three  minates,  eror^  sail  in  the  ship  asi 
set.  Fortanatelj,  at  tins  most  crttiGal  period,  a  Imiai 
€(f  wind  came  down  the  harbour,  the  cable  was  cat,  tbe 
ship  started  from  the  shore,  the  head*mila  filled,  and  da 
was  soon  nnder  wigr.   fittU,  howarcr,  the  forts  were  ta  U 
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pMsed ;  mod  they  were  alreftdy  apprised  of  wbat  wis  going 
on.  As  soon  as  captain  Hood  was  assured  that  his  ship 
would  keep  the  way  she  had  got,  he  ordered  the  guns  to  be 
i^ot  ready ;  as  he  passed  close  along  shore,  the  batteries 
Hred  on  him,  but  they  did  no  injury  ;  nor  diil  lie  deem 
it  necessary  to  return  the  tire,  except  against  one  battery, 
wliich  he  soon  silenced.  In  less  than  an  hour,  fron;  the 
time  captain  liood  discovered  his  luistakej  the  Juno  was 
out  of  all  danger. 

Thi»  \v:\-  the  principal  nav  al  event  of  theyear.  Of  detached 
actions  of  interest,  may  be  mentioned  the  followincr : — Capt. 
Kdward  Peilew,  afterwards  lord  Exmouth,  was  cruising  off 
the  Start,  in  the  La  Nyniphe  of  thirty-six  guns,  and  two 
hnn^^lred  and  twenty  men,  when  lie  fell  in  with  the  French 
t  rig-ate  La  Cleopatre,  of  forty  guns  and  three  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  when  a  severe  and  well-contested  action  imrae- 
diateij  commenced.  It  was  soon  evident  that  the  French 
twnmrn  had  rather  gained  nn  accession  of  courage  by  the 
infasioQ  of  republican  principles,  as  they  fought  not  only 
-with  great  bravery,  but  with  more  steady  r^olution  than 
they  in  general  had  done  before  the  commencement  of  the 
rev'olotion.  The  action  continued  with  unabated  fnry  for 
lllty-five  minutes,  when  the  French  frigate,  her  misen-mast 
Bad  tiller  having  been  shot  awaj^  Bnd  haYing  lost  her  captaioy 
three  of  her  lieutenants,  and  nearly  one  hundred  of  her 
people*  feU  on  board  the  La  Nymphe,  w  hen  captain  Pellew 
imaietyBtely  gBTe  orders  to  boara.  This  was  ezecnted  with 
the  ipwtest  promptness  and  braverj,  and  the  coloiirs  of  the 
French  frigate  were  hauled  down. 

Captain  James  Sanmarex,  since  lord  de  Sanmares,  who 
eommBodedthe  Crescent  of  thuty-six  gtms,  and  two  hundred 
Bnd  sbctj  ment  hein|^  on  a  cmise  off  Cape  Barflenr,  fell  in 
with  tlM  French  frigate  La  Beanion^  monnting  the  same 
number  of  guns  as  the  Orescent*  and  carrying  three  hundred 
aod  twenty  men.  This  action  was  obstinately  fought  for 
two  hours  and  twoity  minuteSt  when  the  French  frigate 
struck  her  colours.  The  comparative  skill  with  which  the 
respective  ships  were  manoeuvred  in  the  course  of  the 
eTitfaL''emeiit,  and  with  which  the  guns  were  managed,  was 
cleiii  ly  seen  lu  the  loss  w  hich  each  vessel  sustained.  On  board 
of  La  Reunion,  one  huiulred  and  twenty  mm  were  either 
killed  f^r  wuuiided,  while  the  English  frigate  did  not  lose  a 
singlo  man.  As  these  were  the  first  naval  actions  that  had 
taken  place  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  it  was 
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thoaght  proper  to  reward  the  captains  of  the  British  frigates, 
bj  conferring  on  them  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

The  following  supplies  were  granted  by  parliament  for 
the  sea  service  of  the  year  1794.  For  eig^y-five  thousand 
men,  including  twelve  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
marines,  ^4,420,000 ;  for  the  ordinary,  including  balf-pay, 
jC558,021  ;  extraordinaries,  £547,310,  The  ordnance  sud- 
plies  were  now  for  the  first  time  granted  separato«y«  Tiie 
total  for  the  navy,  excbuiTeof  them,  amounted  to  5,525,331. 
The  total  supplies  granted  for  the  jeer  were  X20,228,l  19. 

The  crownrnfiT  etent  of  tUs  jmt  was  lord  Howe^s  ode* 
brated  Tictory    tlie  1st  of  June. 

The  Freodi,  soon  after  the  comnieiioeBient  of  boelilitiBip 
luid  twdj  for  sea  a  largo  and  wdl  equipped  fiectt  wi  carl 
Howe  ssued  ftom  Spitfaeadyin  order  to  waUA  their  owtfoa% 
in  Jutf  1798.  His  force  at  first  ccmsisted  odIy  of  fiftrca 
saQ  of  the  finet  bat  in  Oetober  it  was  angmeiitea  to  iwwtj* 
four  sail  of  the  fine.  With  these  he  croised  m  the  diamsi» 
bvt  though  he  twice  diseorered  a  small  squadron  of  the  eaa- 
mjt  ho  was  not  able  to  brin^  them  to  actioD. 

The  dreamstaoce  which  mdaced  the  Frendi  gmeiasst 
to  de|Nuiftwi  tile  sj[stem  of  naval  hostilities,  which  the;  had 
hitherto  porsoed  with  safe^  to  themsdTes*  and  win  m 
mndi  injury  to  our  commerce^  was  the  eitreme  scaroty  of 
grem  in  the  Idnffdom.  To  rrfieve  this  scardtj,  a  met 
nnmber  of  ▼smeTi  had  been  sent  to  America;  sind  usm^ 
together  with  a  large  fieet  of  merdiantmeny  cooTeying  heme 
the  principal  prodnce  af  their  West  Ind^  Islands,  wm 
daily  e^^pected  df  the  coast  of  France. 

liord  Howe  had  gained  information  of  the  expected  con« 
Toy,  and  knowiiig  now  imnortant  its  protection  and  ssl^ 
arrival  would  be  to  France»  ne  natnrally  coodnded  that  tiM 
Brest  fleet  would  be  ordered  out  for  that  purpose.  Bs 
therefore  put  to  seat  Ids  force  connsting  of  twenty  >six  smi  ef 
the  Unf^  bat  he  expected  to  be  joined  hy  admiral  Montagn^ 
who  was  cnusinff  in  the  channd.  Inthisyhowereryhewat 
^sappointed,  and  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  watt  for  them» 
haringy  on  the  21st  of  the  montht  received  inteOigencei,  thst 
the  Prmdi  were  but  a  few  leagues  to  the  westvmrd.  To- 
wards thb  point  he  therefore  dveeted  hb  coarse^  and  en  the 
fifith,  the  eneiny  were  descried  at  a  great  distance  on  the 
weather-how  of  the  English  admiraL  It  appeared  at  fin!* 
IVom  the  unconnected  order  in  which  the  Fraicb  were  mL» 
'iMtlntf  a  Si  snot  aware  of  the  virinity  of  the  Briliih 
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fleet.  As  toon  m  thej  deiorud  theniy  the^  b^gan  to  form  in 
order  of  battle;  tbis»  bowerer»  they  did  not  completely 
cAet  till  *iWr  •erenl  hours.  Lord  Howe  took  ed?eotage 
of  tihie  delaj,  to  place  ooe  division  of  hiB  fleet,  commanded 
hj  rmr  m^vinrml  Pasley,  in  such  a  ntuation  that  it  could  ma* 
aoMiTre  and  wet  with  effeoi  on  tbe  rear  of  the  Frenoby  while 
the  whole  English  fleet  wis  greduellj  maldog  a  Dearer 
approach  to  the  eoemy* 

At  this  time  there  was  a  strong  ^outh«weit  wind,  which 
occasioned  a  rough  sea.    The  French  possessed  and  coiw 
tinned  to  retain  tm  weather-gage,  their  line  of  bettle  being 
formed  on  the  starboard  tack.    Very  soon  after  the  admiral 
brcmghl  them  to  battle,  one  of  the  French  ships,  Le  Revo* 
lotiooaire,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  guns,  slackened  her  saUs> 
and  admiral  Paslsj » taking  advantage  of  this  circumstance, 
led  OD  his  divisioQ  and  attacked  tms  vessel.    The  French 
Ibught  the  ship  mth  nncommon  brarerj.    In  the  conflict, 
the  British  rear-admiral  had  his  top-roast  disabled;  this 
hmog  perodved,  the  Leviathan  pushed  forward  and  joined 
in  the  attack,  in  which  she  was  supported  by  the  Audacious. 
Notwithstanding  this  great  superiority  of  force,  the  Revo- 
ItttioDaire  still  defended  herself;  her  captain  was  killed 
early  in  the  engagement.     According  to  the  English  ac- 
counts, she  at  last  struck  her  colours  to  the  Audacious. 
Thi5,  the  French  accounts  of  the  battle  positively  deny. 
Night  put  an  end  to  the  conflict ;  and  on  the  subsequent 
morning,  the  Revolutkmaire,  a  complete  wreck,  was  towed 
into  Rochefort. 

The  hostile  fleets  lay  to,  in  sight  of  each  other  during  the 
whole  night.  On  the  mnrninir  of  tlie  *2i)thy  lord  Howe 
threw  out  the  -i^aial  for  taciving",  in  order  to  endeavour  to 
make  a  further  impression  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  Aware, 
howe.  or,  of  the  etTect  of  this  manoeuvre,  they  immedi-^.t^ly 
wore  from  van  to  rear,  and  moved  down  slowly  in  a  ^^l  int- 
ing  direction,  in  order  to  engage  the  vaTi  of  the  British  tleet, 
"When  lord  Howe  perceived  this,  hv  rlianged  his  jdan, 
and  made  the  signal  to  cross  and  pn^^s  thnintrh  the  enemy's 
line.  This  would  have  been  done  iiinnL«li:itv'1y  and  most 
eflfectaally,  had  not  the  Ca'sar  fallen  to  leeward,  by  which 
circumstance  it  wa>  i  v  ndered  necessarv  to  tack  the  (^leen 
Charlotte,  the  admiral's  own  »=hip.  As  soon  as  sli'  fia  1 
tacke<l,  l)cing  supported  by  the  l>i  llerophon  and  L<'vi.uhan, 
she  broke  through  the  enemy's  hue  between  the  huh  and 
fiiith  ships  in  the  rear  division.    As  soon  as  lord  Howe 
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bad  reachcxl  this  position,  he  a^aiu  put  ^ibout.  in  which 
lu^iLituvro  he  was  followed  hy  the  two  sliip?  iuid  alvD 

broken  the  line  ;  but  as  the  rt^t  of  the  Briii5.h  fleer  were 
a  considerable  distance  to  leeward  bevond  the  steri^ioost 
ships  of  the  French  line,  the  latter  wore  in  succe»ioD  to  the 
eastward,  for  the  purpose  of  succouring  their  disabled  ves- 
sels. As  soon  as  tbej  bad  accomplished  this,  thej  again  wore 
round,  standing  away  from  the  British  in  order  of  battle  om 
the  larboard  tack,  while  our  fleet  followed  them  in  the  auM 
order. 

Thus  tenniDated  the  second  daVs  engagement,  wbioii  wm 
equally  partial  and  indecistTe  widi  that  of  the  28tli.  Om 
important  advaotage,  however,  retnltedtothe  Britah.  F^nMi 
the  manorayree  whieh  preceded  and  aocompanied  kf  thtj 
gained  the  weather-gage  of  the  enemy,  and  of  ooane  bad  It 
now  in  their  power  to  force  on  a  more  general  haltle.  Tlw 
could  not  be  done  during  the  two  last  daja  of  liaj,  tmbtg 
to  a  thick  foff  which  almost  concealed  the  hoetile  aqaadroaa 
from  eech  otbeTi  though  they  were  but  a  few  miles  diitaat. 
During  the  continuance  of  tois  fog,  the  French  sent  awaj 
three  of  their  crippled  ships,  and  reoeired  an  eqotl  wwrn^ 
forcement.   The  enemj*s  fleet,  therelbre^  still  coosiited  of 
twentj-siz  tail  of  the  lin^  four  of  which,  howerer,  were  not 
In  good  condition  either  for  auling  or  fi^htin^,  having  hen 
out  on  a  long  cruise  under  rear-admiral  KenSlj.  The 
£pgli8h  fleet,  which  at  first  consisted  of  the  same  namberef 
ships  of  the  line,  was  now  reduced  to  twen^-flre:  ^ 
Audacious  baving,  during  her  engagement  with  tne  Bcvohi* 
tiooaire  on  the  28th,  suffered  so  severely,  that  it  was  judged 
necessary  to  send  her  bsdc  to  England. 

The  fog  cleared  up  on  Ihe  ist  of  June;  and  hud  Hssrt 
floding  the  enemj  waiting  the  attack,  determined  to  bring 
them  to  close  action ;  and  made  the  signal  for  that  purpose. 
His  oj^ect  was  again  to  break  the  French  line ;  and  thii 
was  e free tu ally  done  in  several  parts.  As  soon  as  the  Bri- 
tish ships  had  succeeded  in  this,  the  eocmj  were  attacked,  te 
leeward  and  to  wind  war.  1,  at  the  same  time.  Lord  Hok^ 
ordered  the  Queen  Charlotte  to  be  laid  close  aloi^pMlf  ths 
French  commander- in^hief;  %\  hioh  was  done  in  a  moit 
masterly  style  by  his  master,  Bowen.  A  dreadful  cto* 
nonade  commenced.  The  French  admiral  remained  finr, 
returning  the  fire  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  though  not  i^itli 
much  em>ct,  for  nearly  an  hour ;  when  he  crowded  all  tht 
sail  he  could  osrry,  and  made  ofi;  foUowed  by  such  of  tbs 
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«-hipj»  in  h\>  \  :m  as  wore  in  condition  to  carry  sail ;  leaving 
the  reiuainijt  r,  which  sn  ere  disabled  and  dismasted,  at  the 
mercy  of  the  liritish.  When  the  smoke  cleaK  d  away,  seven 
of  these  were  taken  possession  of.  Le  \  engcur,  a  seventy- 
four  gun  «hi{>,  went  down  dnriii^  the  action.  Most  of  the 
British  fiett  were  so  much  crippled  that  they  were  in  no 
condition  !<•  jiiirsue  the  enemy,  otherwise  a  greater  number 
must  have  fallen  into  our  posso^^ion.  The  killed  on  board 
of  the  enemy's  ships  which  were  taken,  amounted  to  six 
hundred  and  ninety  men  ;  five  hundred  and  eighty  were 
woimdedy  and  it  was  computed  that  three  hundred  and 
tw€fitj  perished  io  Le  Vengetir.  Oo  board  of  La  Montagne 
alone,  nearly  three  hundred  men  were  killed  and  woun  ded. 
The  return  on  board  of  the  English  fleet  was  two  hundred 
and  eighty-one  killed,  and  seven  hundred  and  eighty^ight 
woanded.  In  consequence  of  the  crippled  state  of  many  of 
fab  8hipe»  lord  Howe,  immediately  after  the  battle»  returned 
to  port  with  his  prize  .  The  French  were  in  some  measure 
eoQBoled  for  their  defeati  by  the  aafe  arrival  of  their  Ameri- 
eaa  codtot,  amoanCiDg  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  sail,  and 
Taloed  at  fiTe  millions  sterling. 

iBTery  mark  of  distinction  and  honour  was  bestowed  on 
lord  Howe^  his  officers,  and  men :  gold  medals,  emblematical 
of  the  Tictory,  were  struck,  and  bestowed  on  such  oAcen  as 
the  admiral  had  particularly  named  in  bis  public  dis^che^. 
The  thanks  of  both  bouses  of  parliament  wereunammouslT 
voted ;  and,  on  the  26th  of  June,  t)ie  king  and  queen  arrived 
at  Portsmouth,  and  went  on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
which  was  lying  at  Spithead,  when  the  Ung  presented  earl 
Howe  with  a  diamond-hilted  sword,  valued  at  tnree  thousand 
guineas,  and  a  gold  chain  with  a  medal  suspended  from  it. 

Nor  were  the  wounded  officers  and  seamen,  or  the  widows 
and  children  of  those  who  had  fallen,  n^lected,  in  the  midst 
of  these  rewards  bestowed  on  lord  Howe  and  his  brave 
companions  J  a  subscription  was  opened,  audit  was  Hberally 
carried  out.  The  city  of  London  ^^ave  ,£'500  :  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  Trinity  House,  2u0  guineas  :  aiul  the  latter  at 
the  same  time  resolved,  that  such  \Nido\vs  as  had  faniiHes, 
hfi.uld  be  admitted  to  the  monthly  pension,  in  preference  to 
ail  other  claim<iiits. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  lord  Hond,  af^er  leaving  Tnnlon, 
cruised  for  ^ome  time  ofl'  the  Bay  of  Hieres  ;  but  receiving 
information  that  the  royalist  party  in  the  island  of  Corsica  had 
revolted  against  the  r^ublican  government,  and  only  waited 
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for  tho  pre5€nce  and  assi-tanci?  of  li,  rr_:*ish  to  deliver  the 
kLind  into  their  hand?,  he  pnxeedrd  :l^:her  in  the  month  of 
Fehruarv.  The  cowc  M^niilo  was  tsr^i  attacketi ;  li^ii 
surxendereii  after  a  short  and  slight  resistance.  The  efforts  of 
the  Englisli  were  next  directed  against  the  tower  of  Turneffi, 
w  hich  wai  abandoned  bj  the  republicans  on  the  17th  of  Feb. 
That  ther  abaodooed  tt,  though  strong  both  by  natore  aad 
arty  IS  jujtlj  attribated  to  a  daring  enterprise  <^  m  ftm 
British  seamen,  in  the  planning  and  execution  of  whkb  tfaey 
displaced  in  a  conspic^Mis  light,  the  distingukhtM  fcfltm 
of  their  character.  Thm  was  only  one  point  whick  eia»» 
mandbd  tfak  tower  ;  tiyawtsarockrekviifiioB^whiciiybeiog 
duOTwd  iiiMMmiiMfy  had  not  been  fortified  or  occibwM  ^ 
theoMBij.  Tht  approMktoh  wisafaaost  perpoMMiv: 
•ad  whm  the  lop  wms  gained,  H  iiw  iMeMvy  tD  cmp  akn 
ft  MRW  pstln  whicli  wovld  ^^—fc**  in  wMat  plnoei»  ovj  cat 
perMntntuM.  On  the  right  of  tfaii  pnOw  Am teMfc 
was  peffpenficnkr  Ibr  mmof  taooiand  feet ;  and  oa  tha  left 
ware  afeiipaadoaa  vodkas  which  ovarhoai^  it,  Thaaa  dMhal* 
tie^  howefar»  M  not  dMconraga  the  taiman ;  they  i  lauumdrf 
after  gnat  lahoor  and  fiui^e,  in  dragging  up  thia  rack 
throe  ekhleen  pounden^  with  their  earriages,  oaoaMaall  j 
fizhig  the  tacUe  which  the j  naed  for  this  pirpose,  to  tM 
orerlMDging  rocb.  Aa  aoon  aa  the  oaanoa  wore  jilaaM 
an  the  eeuneaoew  the  cneniv«  tftirtnth*^  aad  eonfaanded  ot 
tiie  eKoentioa  of  an  ealerprae»of  the  practioahiliij  of  whui 
they  ^  not  area  Tcninra  to  entertain  an  idea,  ahandeaiii 
the  tower. 

The  lopahfiean  party  having  ako  eracoatad  St.  Fjueanij 
retreated  to  Baay%  whidwr  they  were  foDowod  fay  kfA 
Hood.  ThelbrtifioelioaaofthiaplneawereinnhadalBit; 
hut,  notwidistaadiog,  the  oonmandaat  reriited  with  gieil 
reiolotkm,  from  the  lltb  of  April  to  the  22dof  M^;  wbcs 
hoooorahle  terms  bein^ollered  lam,  Bastta  waa  iwrraaJtre^. 
No  part  of  the  isbod  now  remained  in  possession  of  the 
republicans,  erapt  the  tower  of  Calvi,  which  held  ovl  til 
the  lOth  of  Angost,  when  it  surrendered,  aAer  a  gallant  de- 
teee  of  lifty.orie  days.  In  the  attack  on  Bastia  and  OM, 
captain  Horatio  Nelson,  a  name deetined  to  immortal  reTH>wiit 
was  conspicuons  for  his  intrepi  llty  and  usefulneas.  Whit 
direetinff  tad  superinteiidiag  the  landing  of  the  Kona,  mor- 
tars, and  stores,  at  the  former  place,  be  was  seterely  wtwade^ 
in  the  head  and  lost  the  sight  of  lib  Hght  eye. 

Xothiitg  farther^  ftqpbang  reoQffd  in  this  plao^  occomd 
during  the  year. 
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The  following  year  was  remarkable  for  the  improvement 
and  extended  inlroduction  of  telegraphic  sigoaby  and  abo 
for  the  erection  of  signal  towers  along  the  coast. 

For  the  year  1795,  there  was  granted  for  the  sea  senrieey 
JBf^^2O0fi0b;  the  total  sapplies  being,  J^,000,000. 

Lord  Bridport  having  the  command  of  the  channel  fleet, 
mUed  fnm  St.  Helens  on  the  12th  of  June.  On  the  22d 
of  that  month,  his  look-out  frigates  made  the  si|pial  for  the 
eoero  j*s  fleet.  As  it  was  eridently  not  theb  intention  to 
4glily  be  <Krected  the  fastest  sailing  ships  of  his  fleet  to  give 
eihase,  while  he  followed  with  the  remainder.  As  there  was 
Terj  little  wrod,  the  van  of  the  British  did  not  come  np  with 
Hie  tnmy  till  tlie  morning  of  the  2dd.  The  action  began  a 
little  before  six  oVlock,  and  continued  till  near  nine,  when 
tte  Alexandre,  Le  Tigpre,  and  Le  Formidable,  struck.  At 
this  time  the  British  squadron  was  near  some  batteries,  and 
in  the  face  of  Port  L' Orient,  under  the  protection  of  which 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  fleet  made  their  esca])e.  The 
British  had  thirty-one  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  thirtctii 
wounded.  On  board  of  the  enemy's  ships  which  were 
captured,  between  four  and  five  hundred  men  were  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  French  fleet,  which  lord  Bridport  hud  engaged, 
cr-n-L-tcd  uf  twelve  sail  of  the  line  besides  frigates.  A  few 
day  ^  l^efore,  they  had  surrounded  a  British  squaiiron,  com- 
mandt'd  by  admiral  Cornwallis,  consisting  of  five  ships  of 
the  line  ^nd  two  frigates.  In  tiiis  predicauKiit,  the  British 
admiral  <ll«played  much  skill  and  bravery,  and  fought  his 
way  through  the  French  fleet,  without  the  lo«s  of  a  single 
man:  only  twelve  were  wounded,  and  the  daniajo  sustained 
by  the  ships  was  inconsiderable.  Th^>  tlianks  ot  i)oth  houses 
of  parliament  were  voted  to  the  admiral,  his  ofllcer»  and 
men. 

The  Blanche  frigate,  of  thirty-tw^o  Sfuns,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  captain  Robert 
Faulkner,  discovered  a  large  French  frigate  coming  out  of 
Point^Petre,  in  the  island  of  Guadaloupe.  In  order  to 
entice  her  to  battle,  captain  Faulkner  stood  as  near  the 
enemy's  fort  aa  he  prudently  could.  Though  the  French 
frigate  had  come  ont  of  Guadaloupe  for  the  express  purpose 
of  fighting  the  Blanche,  yet  her  captain  seems  to  have 
wwered  when  he  came  closer  to  tne  British  frigate.^ 
Captain  Faulkner,  determined  not  to  he  haulked,  flrst  tried 
to  proTdce  his  opponent,  by  taking  possession  of  a  schoonev 
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which  came  out  of  Guadaloupe.  Finding  the  enemj  not 
disposod  to  prevent  him  from  making  this  capture,  *nd 
desp«ii  iiii<  of  his  leaving  the  protection  of  the  fori,  whilf  in 
continued  ia  sight,  he  stood  off  towards  the  isliuiu  i 
Marigulante.  When  the  dav  Ijcgan  to  close,  he  stretched 
towards  Dominica;  auu  between  these  two  ishmds  he  ptT- 
ccived  the  French  frigate,  al>out  two  leag-ues  astern:  he 
immediately  made  sail  towards  her:  the  Blanche  wa>  at  riu* 
time  un  the  starhoard  tack,  and  the  enemv  nn  the  larli'ard. 
As  tluy  passed  each  other  on  these  ditiereut  tack-,  iL<*y 
fxch<ing-i'd  broadsides.  In  half  .in  lioiir  atterwardi,  tat 
Bl  iiK-he  having  got  within  musket  ihot,  the  enemy  wore, 
vvitli  an  intention  t^  rake  her.  Captain  Faulkner,  howevrr. 
aware  of  his  design,  by  wearing  his  ship  at  the  sametiire, 
not  only  prevente<l  it  from  taking  ed'ect,  but  succtedei  in 
bringing  the  Blanche  close  alongside  the  frigate.  The 
action  now  commenced  with  vigour  on  both  sides.  €A{>tai3 
Faulkner,  determined  that  the  enemy  should  not  escape, 
ordered  the  Blanche  to  be  laid  across  her  oppoiieDt*s  bows, 
and  when  in  this  situation,  he  hinuelf  laslied  the  fM>in|rit  to 
the  capstern.  While  on  the  bowspritt  be  wms  much  expo^i 
to  the  musketry  from  the  deck  of  the  Frmch  fngtte^  ht^  ' 
eeceped  unhurt.  As  the  two  vcMch  were  so  doee  to  mik 
othar,  very  few  guns  could  be  used  hj  either:  theeogi^ 
meat  was,  therefore,  principally  k^t  up  by  niuikefcry  mi 
the  tops  and  bj  the  quarter-deck  guns.  The  enemj  pm^ 
ceiving  that  the  deck  of  the  Blanche  was  much  eocumbend 
hj  the  fall  of  her  masts  and  rigging,  attempted  to  board:  a 
this  attempt  thev  were  repulsed  with  oonsiteabk  sfauighttf  . 
Soon  afterwards^  the  enemj*s  frigate  got  dear  of  thit 
Blanche  and  dropped  astern.  As  the  latter  was  in  no  eonfr 
tion  to  pursnoy  captain  Faulkner  again  had  recoone  ts 
plan  of  lashing  them  together;  and  in  order  that  it  i 
be  done  thb  time  more  effectoally,  he  ordered  abawser  to  bt 
got  up,  with  which  he  fastened  the  French  frigate  to  tk 
jfuarter  of  the  BUnohe.  While  superintending  and  «>bi^ 
in  this,  he  was  shot  dead.  The  officers  and  crew,  instead «i 
being  daunted  by  his  loss,  were  only  stimulat^^  to  gresttf 
feats  of  bravery.  His  place  in  the  command  of  the  ikip 
was  nobly  filled  hy  lieutenant  Watkius.  The  nghi  con- 
tinued with  great  ohstinacy,  as  from  the  rel  itivc  ^ituatioB 
of  the  two  frigates  the  great  guiis  of  the  iUanche  wvreof 
no  service,  part  of  her  stern  frame  was  blown  out;  and,  by 
means  of  thib,  the  two  aftermost  guns  ou  the  main  deck  irere 
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broogfat  to  baar  ao  direedy  and  with  so  much  effect  agdiut 
(be  ttDamy,  that  they  raked  her  fore  and  aft:  all  her  maata 
aooo  went  by  the  board,  and  her  head  waa  entirely  ahot 
away.  She  waa  atill  faatened  to  Uie  Blanche^  who  continued 
to  tow  her  along,  all  the  while  raking  her.  The  engage- 
BMot  Uated  in  tm$  manner  till  five  o'cu)dc>  when  the  enemy 
hailed  that  ahe  had  atrock.  Aa  neither  of  the  frigatea  had 
a  single  boat  but  what  waa  ahattered  to  pieces,  the  aecond 
Ueutenant  of  the  Blanche  and  ten  men  jumped  overboard, 
swam  to  the  enemy,  and  took  possession  of  her.  She  was 
La  Pique,  of  forty  guns,  and  four  hundred  and  sixty  men  ; 
her  loss  ainounte<l  t  j  suventv-six  killed,  and  one  hundred  and 
ten  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Blanche  was  small  cuuipared 
v\  irh  that  of  the  enemy,  and  considering  the  length  and 
obstinacy  of  the  engagement.  Besides  captain  Faulkner, 
seTOu  were  killed,  and  twenty-one  wounded. 

The  f '[lowing  supplies  were  granted  for  the  sea  service 
and  ordnance  for  the  year  179G.  For  one  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  men,  including  eighteen  thousand  marines, 
X5,72u,(  )u<  > ;  for  the  ordinary,  including  half-pay,  jt*G24,l  62; 
for  extraordinaries,  ^^708,400;  for  ordnance,  ^'61,000; 
towards  discharging  the  navy  debt,  jC5UU,UOO  ;  making 
the  total  for  the  navy,  .€7,613,552.  The  total  auppliea 
granted  for  the  year  were  .€37.558,502. 

Admiral  Cornwallis  was  this  year  censured  by  a  court- 
martial  for  neglect  and  disobedience  of  orders.  He  was  a 
liraTe,  but  somewhat  unmanageable  commander,  and  seems 
to  have  thought,  and  probably  not  without  some  reason,  that 
be  knew  better  than  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  what  he 
ought  to  do. 

&ir  Sidney  Smith  added  to  hia  fame  by  another  exploit^ 
in  attacking^  in  a  daring  manner,  and  destroying  a  convoy 
of  the  enenay  which  had  taken  ahelter  in  the  port  of  Uerqui 
near  Cape  Frehel. 

The  termination  of  hia  next  enterprise  was  not  ao  for* 
tonate.  A  large  lagpger  privateer  waa  lying  in  the  enter 
road  of  Havre  de  Grace.  Sir  Sidney,  when  he  diacorered 
her,  ordered  the  boats  of  his  souadron  to  be  manned^  and 
proeeeded  in  one  of  them  himaelf,  on  the  night  of  the  18th 
of  April,  againat  the  enemy.  He  auooeed^  in  boarding 
sttd  taking  poaaeaaion  of  her.  Her  anchor  waa  immediately 
weighed^  and  he  stood  out  of  the  harbour ;  but  the  flood 
tide  aetting  in,  and  the  wind  being  at  the  same  time  nn- 
Ikrovnble^  he  was  compelled  to  come  to  anchor  again.  It 
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is  not  known  whether  the  cable  parted,  or  whetlier  tt  was 
cut  by  some  of  the  prisoners ;  the  lugger,  however,  drifted 
up  the  Seine,  bj  the  foroe  of  the  flood-tide,  and  in  a  short 
time,  came  abreast  of  the  forts.    Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  hh 

brave  companions  used  every  exertion  to  extricate  tbcro^elve.- 
from  their  perilous  situation,  bat  in  vain  ;  they  couJd  not 
make  way  against  the  tide  ;  the  forts  and  gun-boats  attack- 
ed  the  lugger  on  all  sides  ;  so  that  after  %  ^allABi  rrt'^ 

ance,  he  was  cnmpclled  to  surrender. 

The  naval  tran>;ictions  in  the  Mediterranean  this  year  were 
not  very  important.     Genoa  and  Lcjjrhorn  had  l>een  o:-m- 
polled  to  shut  tlit'ir  ports  agains-t  the  Eiicrlish,  in  crtnsecjuerKV 
at  tiie  decisive  and  important  victories  which  Buonaparte 
had  obtained  in  Italy.    As  it  was  necc^pary  to  possess  sotna 
place  where  the  British  fleet  could  n  ink  /.N  <.us  and  he  re- 
paired, commo<lurc  Nelson  was  sent  against  the  I^le  of 
Elba,  which  was  timu^^'ht  suitable  for  these  purposes*  This 
small  island  was  dei'ended  by  a  strong  bastion  :  the  cannon 
of  which,  it  was  necessarj',  in  the  first  instance,  to  silence. 
To  etVect  this,  Nelson  run  his  own  ship  withio  half  pi$U)J- 
shot  of  it,  on  which  the  irovernor  surrendered. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  naw  co-ujh  rated  with  the  arroy 
in  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch  settlements  of  Deraerajr, 
K&sequibo,  and  Berbice,  which  fell  without  resistance;  aLd 
of  the  island  of  St.  Lucia,  wlu  re  the  enemy  capitulaie^l, 
alter  luiving  Itecii  successfully  attacked  in  (heir  strong  posJ, 
at  Morne  ^'liabot,  by  i^eneral  Moore.  St,  Viooeot  and 
Crrenada  were  also  reconquered  at  this  period. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  Dutch  settlements  fell  intr*  our 
hands,  offering  little  re-^istance,  and  prutliu  ing  a  large  hooty. 
captain  Gardner  reduced  Negombo  find  Columbo ;  while 
admiral  Rainier  was  equally  successful  in  his  attack  on  xhi 
valuable  islands  of  Amboyna  and  Banda. 

The  In^s  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  gave  the  greatest 
uucjislness  to  the  Diiteh,  and  they  resolve(i  to  make  » 
vigorous  effort  to  reconquer  it.  Accordingly,  adiriril 
Lucas  was  dispatched  witlj  a  fleet,  consistinqr  of  one  shipai 
sixty-six,  one  of  fifty-four,  one  of  forty-fuur,  and  on#  of 
forty  guns,  and  two  small  frigates.  In  order  ti*  avoid  the 
dangers  to  wlacli  they  would  be  exposed  from  the  British 
fleet  in  the  English  channel,  the  Dutch  squadron  proce^^d^ 
north-about,  round  the  Orkney  Islands.  Bui  the  ineon. 
veniences  attending'  this  long  and  oireiiit(>ns  voyage  inort 
than  compensated  tho  risk  to  which  therc^^uLu  aud  comuicHi 


Digitized  by  Cov.^v^i^ 


KUTINY  AT  THE  NORE. 


409 


coQTse  night  1mit«  been  exposed ;  and  tlie  rerj  object wUdi 
tbey  had  in  view,  taldDg  tbU  route,  was  In  some  measore 
defeated,  by  the  etramistaiioe  of  some  of  our  omiiers 
dneoTenn^  their  sqnadroo.  As  the  destination  of  it  was 
readilj  ifiinned,  a  reinforoement  was  sent  oat  to  the  Oape, 
which  arrired  there  before  the  enemy, 

fiir  George  Keith  Elphinstone  commanded  the  British 
•qpadron  on  this  station ;  and  liaTing  been  appriied  of  the 
snling  and  probable  destmation  of  the  Dotcli  fleet,  and  at 
the  same  time  considerably  reinforced*  in  order  to  finistrate 
aoid  defeat  their  obieet,  lie  continned  in  St.  8imon*s  Bar* 
wHboiit  anj  uneasiness  with  respect  to  the  resnit*  nu 
emadroB  was  sanerior  to  that  of  the  enemT»  as  it  consisted 
Off  two  seventj-iomr  gun  ships,  fire  sIxty-Rmr  gnn  ships»  a 
filly  gon  ship,  and  six  smaller  Ycsseb,  in  theE^ginnlnff  of 
▲ngiisty  he  reeeiTed  information  that  the  enemy's  fleet  bad 
nrriTed  in  Saldhana  Bay ;  when  he  and  Sir  James  Oraig, 
who  commanded  the  land  forces,  took  their  measures  so 
effectually,  that  the  whole  Dutdi  fleet  surrendered  withont 
striking  a  blow. 

Among  other  individual  encounters» those  fought  by  captain 
TroUope  in  the  Ohitton»  and  by  captain  Boweo  in  the 
Terpsichore^  were  tiiuch  praised. 

MiTTiNY  AT  THE  NoaB.^The  year  1797*  was  an  Import- 
ant era  in  British  naval  history.  The  soTcreinty  of  the 
seas  was  maintiune<l  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  splendour 
wUoh  had  nerer  been  surpassed ;  but  a  spirit  of  dissatis- 
faction among  our  sailors  broke  out  into  open  mutiny,  and 
ibr  a  time^  the  country  trembled  on  the  Tcrge  of  destruction. 

In  the  month  of  February,  letters  were  sent  from  all  the 
Koe  of  battle  ships  at  Portsmouth,  to  lord  Howe«  praying 
for  his  lordship*s  influence  towards  obtainioff  a  naress  of 
certain  grierances  mentioned  in  the  letters :  as  tlscso,  howerer, 
were  anonymous,  and  appesred  to  be  all  written  by  one  [h  r. 
eon,  and  couched  in  the  same  language,  they  were  considered 
as  the  production  of  some  factious  individual,  and  were 
thrown  aside,  as  unworthy  of  answer.  This  nevlect  of  the 
petition  of  the  seameUf  on  their  return  to  port,  March  81st, 
occasioned  a  correspondence  by  letter  to  be  kept  un,  and 
passed  from  ship  to  ship,  through' the  whole  fleet ;  till  at  length 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  upon,  that  no  ship  should  lif^  an 
anchor^  till  the  demands  of  the  fleet  were  fully  complied 
with.  In  this  state  matters  remained,  till  the  14th  of  April, 
when  orden  were  sent  to  Portsmouth  for  lord  Bridport 
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to  sail  with  the  channel  fleet.    On  the  following  daj,bow-  I 
ever,  when  his  lordship  made  the  sienal  to  prepare,  iKrtl 
ship  obtjvr  i  the  sii^nal.    luiica-d  of  weighing  anchor,  tin  ^ 
seamen  ul"  the  admiral's  ship  ran  up  the  shroud*,  arid  fifare 
three  cheers,  whicii  was  the  signal  to  tlie  rest  of  the  fleet, 
foi*  making  public  their  resolutions.    Thehe  cheeri  were 
instantiy  answered  by  the  other  ships  :  and  it  was  rxuniiV^t 
in  a  mcjment  that  the  combioaiiou  was  complfte.  The 
officer?  were  thunder^u'uck  at  these  dispositions,  andtxcntNl 
tbemseK  es  by  variou-  iucaii>,  to  bring'  the  men  to  a  seiiseof 
tlieir  duty,  but  witli<nit  etTeet.     The  !>*  tty  officers  had 
concurred  with  the  men  ,  in  the  dctunniiiaiion  not  to  dotadr 
duty  till  their  pay  was  increased;  all  the  ditferem  crews, 
however,  were  very  orderly  and  peaei^able  iu  their  eoDdud, 
perfni  iiiin^'^  every  duty  of  the  ships  as  u^ual,  except  thit  of 
weigbing  anchor.    The  next  day  a  boat  fit>m  each  shipwts 
demanded,  and  two  men  tVom  the  crew  of  each  werf  | 
appointed  delegates  to  represent  the  whole;  tlie  a^lmirals 
cabin  being  fixed  upon  as  the  most  proper  place  for  ibar 
deliberations.    At  this  time  none  of  the  officers  were  suf- 
fered to  go  on  shore.    Petitions  were  now  drwm  np,  ar^^ 
presented  to  lord  Bridport,  Sir  Allan  Gardner,  and  tiit! 
Port^miral,  aetting  forth,  that  "  while  the  sddiars  and 
marines  had  received  additional  allowaooesy  the  fny  of  the 
seamen  had  not  been  augmented,  thej  therefore  dMnd 
increase  of  wages ;  and  a  ho^  v,'sls  expressed  that  en  iniwtf 
might  be  given  to  their  petition,  before  thej  were  ordered 
to  put  to  sea  again/* — This  expression,  hower^r,  was  quali- 
fied with  one  exception,    unless  the  enemj  were  knows  to 
be  at  sea.**   They  well  knew  that  no  enemj  was  at  sea,  or 
likely  to  put  to  sea,  and  therefore  had  pitched  npoii  ^ 
as  a  proper  time  for  enforcing  their  demands.    On  the  17^ 
every  man  in  the  fleet  was  sworn  to  support  the  Gsme  i> 
which  he  had  embarked;  the  admiral's  oody  servants 
being  exempted  from  the  oath.   Bopes  were  now  rtSmd  m 
terrorem  at  the  fore-yard  arm  of  ever^  ship,  and  ienm 
officers,  who  had  behaved  in  a  tyranmcal  manner,  wot 
turned  ashore.    The  deputies  consulted  together  eterj  day 
on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte,  returned  at  night  fo  thaf 
respective  ships,  and  on  trettingon  hoard,  irivin^  three  di6** 
to  the  admiral's  ship,  which  were  regularly  returned.  They 
were  returned,  at  the  same  time,  by  every  other  ship  al 
Spithead,  as  w*  11  as  by  the  sii  k  and  convalescents  in 
hospital,  who  entered  heartily  into  the  same  cau^e,  ^ 
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displayed  fligSf  oompoeed  of  a  nmnber  of  handkerchiefs 
taoked  together,  &c.  On  the  Idth,  a  committee  of  the 
admiralt^i  conttsting  of  earl  Spencer,  lord  Arden,  ad- 
miral  xoang^,  and  Mr  Secretanr  Maraden,  arrived  at 
Portonoalh,  in  the  course  of  which  and  the  two  following 
days,  several  pn^oeitions  were  made  bv  them  to  reduce  the 
fleet  to  ohedienoe,  bttt  ineffectually.  6n  the  2l8t,  admirab 
Gardner,  Colpovs,  and  P<4e,  went  on  board  the  Queen 
Charlotte^  in  order  to  confer  with  the  delegates,  who  had, 
in  a  great  meesnre,  become  converts  to  the  admirals  ;  but 
€^mld  settle  nothing,  as  two  delegates  from  one  ship,  the 
Rojal  Georjsre,  were  on  shore.  On  their  return  on  board 
the  Queen  Charlotte,  they  inrunied  the  dolej^ation  and  the 
&*iiiiirjJ-,  that  it  was  the  deternii nation  ul"  the  Hoyal  George, 
to  agree  to  nothing  that  should  uot  be  sanctioned  by  par- 
liannent^  and  guarantcud  by  the  king's  proclamation  of 
pardon. 

In  the  whole  of  these  proceedings,  the  conduct  of  the 
sailurs  was  orderly,  systematic,  and  determined,  they  luolc 
m  <jf  all  the  magazines,  loafied  all  their  guns,  confined 
every  utiicLT  to  his  respective  siiip,  kept  watch  regularly  the 
same  as  at  sea,  aii  l  put  every  thiiiL^^  into  a  state  of  defence, 
lotoxicati' )n  ur  iiiiicunduet  in  any  of  the  men  was  severely 
punLsbed,  and  nu  spirituous  liqu<irs  were  suffered  to  be 
brooirTit  on  board  any  ship.  On  the  22d,  the  men  were 
sonQewhat  pacified,  and  caused  two  letters  to  be  written, 
one  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  stating  the  grounds  of 
their  conduct  on  the  preceding  day ;  and  another  to  lord 
Bridport,  in  which  they  avowed  no  intentional  offence  to 
him,  and  styled  him  their  father  and  friend.  This  had  a  ^od 
effieet,  for  on  the  23d,  the  admiral  returned  to  his  ship,  hoisted 
hia  flag  affatn,  and,  after  a  short  address  to  the  crew,  inform* 
ed  them  tbat  behad  brought  with  him  a  promise  of  redress  of 
all  their  grievances,  and  the  king*s  pardon  for  the  offenders. 
Afler  lome  deliberation  these  proffen  were  accepted,  and 
ever^  man  returned  to  his  duty.  It  was  now  thought  that 
all  disputes  were  finally  settled.  The  silence,  however,  of 
Mr  Pitt,  in  omitting  to  explain  the  reesons  which  called  for 
aD  increase  of  pay  to  be  granted  to  the  navy,  when  he 
aabmitted  a  motion  for  that  purpose  to  the  house  of  com- 
flsoDSy  was  construed  by  the  seamen  into  a  disposition  not  to 
aofsede  to  their  demand ;  and  on  Sunday  morning.  May  7, 
when  lord  Bridport  made  the  signal  to  weigh  anchor  and 
put  to  sea,  every  ship  at  St.  Hmns  refused  to  obey.  In 
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the  course  of  the  afteroooiif  thej  ordered  a  m^e^Gog  of  the 
delates,  as  before,  on  board  the  LoodoDyof  W  gmSf  vfaidi 
earned  the  flag  of  vice-admirai  Colpojs.  The  adnriial  re- 
solved to  oppose  their  coming'  on  board*  and  apprised  tke 
mao  of  his  ship  of  his  intention.  He  immediat^T  ordered 
the  marines  under  arms ;  some  of  whom  obeyed  ecdov 
while  others  refused.  The  delegates  ptraistinff  to  conie  on 
board,  the  admiral  ordered  the  marine  to  levd  their  piccei 
at  then;  the  marines  did  ao,  and  a  sligbt  aidmith  took 
place.  Bj  the  ire  of  the  marines,  five  nnamiwi  were  bHai, 
and  lieutenant  Sims,  of  the  marines,  was  wouded  bj  tlie 
ftre  of  one  of  the  delmtes. 

The  whole  orew  of  the  London  now  dedand  open  hss- 
tility  to  the  ofieers  and  marines;  they  tomed  the  guns  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  ship  towards  the  stem,  and  thiestinfd 
to  blow  all  aft  into  the  water,  unless  tbey  sufieudwei. 
The  officers  sorrendered,  the  marines  laid  down  their  «b% 
and  admiral  Oolpoys  and  captiun  Griffiths  were  cunfaed 
several  hours  in  their  cabins.  In  consequence,  however,  of 
the  r^olution  of  the  house  of  commons,  passed  Iflay  8, 
and  the  king^s  free  pardun,  l/oing  communicated  to  the  sea- 
men on  May  10,  they  appeal  ed  to  be  satisfied ;  the  officers 
were  generally  reinstated  in  their  commands,  the  red  Hag 
was  struck,  and  the  whole  of  the  grand  tieet  prepared  iopoi 
to  sea. 

The  North  Sea  fleet,  as  well  as  the  Mjys  Ijeing  at  the 
Nore,  appear  to  have  had  the  redress  cif  <ither  grievaiicva  is 
\  iew ,  besides  what  related  to  the  increase  of  pav  and  pro^i- 
(luiiianded  by  the  grand  fleet  at  Sjiiihead,  A  more 
equal  division  of  prize-money,  more  reumlar  and  frequeijt 
payment  of  wages,  and  certain  privileges  of  permission  to  }p:> 
on  shore  when  in  port,  as  iV  w  as  might  be  convenient  to  the 
service,  were  points  insibtid  upon  by  this  division,  before 
tl^ey  would  agree  to  return  to  tlieir  regular  state  of  subor- 
diaatioD.    These  ooodhioDs  thej  ezjNreKed  aa  follows 

1.  That  every  indulgence  granted  to  the  fleet  at  Potti* 
mouth,  be  granted  to  his  2iiijM^*s  solgects  sssriDg  inths 
fleet  at  the  Nore^  and  places  adjaoeot. 

2.  That  every  man>  upon  a  ship  coming  into  hsrbeiri 
shall  have  liberty  (a  certain  numher  of  men  at  a  ttme,  so  as 
not  to  injure  the  ship's  doty),  to  go  and  see  their  friends  sad 
families,  a  convenient  time  to  he  allowed  to  each  man. 

««d.  That  aUship^  before  they  go  to  sea,  shall  be  paid  an 
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arrears  of  waged^  down  to  six  monthdi  according  to  the  old 
rules. 

•*  4.  That  Tu>  officer  tliat  has  been  turned  oul  ui"  any  of  his 
maje:<tv ^hi^ls,  biiall  be  employed  in  the  service  again  with- 
out consfut  of  the  ship's  company. 

5.  That  when  any  of  his  inaje^tT's  ships  shall  be  paid, 
that  may  have  been  sum*^  time  in  commission,  if  there  are  any 
pressetl  men  on  board  that  nun  not  lie  in  the  reifular  course 
of  payment,  they  ^hnW  receive  two  months  adv&ncOf  to  fur- 
nish  them^rlvcs  \vitli  necessaries. 

**  O-  That  an  indemnification  be  made  any  man  who  shall 
rtniy  and  may  now  be  in  his  majesty's  naval  service,  and  that 
they  abail  not  be  liable  to  be  taken  up  as  deserters. 

"  B.  Paeub,  PnndetUr 

DariDg  the  progress  of  this  alarming  mutiny,  Tarioos 
cmsuons  existed  in  the  public  mind,  in  regard  to  the  conduct 
the  meet  prudent  to  be  adopted.  Some  persons,  with  the 
minisirj,  would  listen  to  nothing  short  of  unconditional  sub- 
miirinnj  while  others  insisted  that  part  of  the  articles,  at 
Inait,  might  have  been  granted,  and  that  by  moderate  and 
imrlf  ^ft^  concession,  the  love  and  fidelity  of  the  navy  would 
be  more  effectually  secured  than  by  adopting  harsh  and 
CDerci^e  measures.  Which  of  these  opinions  was  the  wisest, 
omiot  now  be  determined. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  mntiuy,  the  mutineers  were 
ettfifared  to  go  on  shore  withont  interruption,  and  to  parade 
aboat  Sheemess  with  music,  flags,  and  a  trinmphid  appear- 
ance, eileukted  to  malce  converts  to  their  cause.  Their 
head-quarters  were  in  a  pnbHc  boose,  from  the  windows  of 
%vhich  a  red  flag  was  hoisted  many  days  successively.  The 
delegates  and  committee-men  went  on  shore  or  on  board  as 
they  pleased,  and  seemed  commanders  of  Sheemess,  as  wc  II 
as  of  the  ships  at  the  Nore.  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Charles 
<Jrev,  Itowever,  who  had  been  sent  down  to  superintend  the 
nav.'il  and  militar)  pnjccedings  in  tliat  (jviarter,  put  an  end 
to  thi-  iijtliil^cnce  instantly  on  their  arrival. 

Wiih  a  view  to  extort  cunij*! i  mce  with  their  demands, 
ihuv  proceeded  to  block  up  the  Thames,  by  refu^in^*  a  free 
pas^a^e  up  and  do\\  n  the  river  to  the  London  trade.  I'he 
f;hips  <'»f  neutral  nation.^,  however,  colliers,  and  a  few  small 
or.'it't,  w  eresut^ered  to  pas«,  first  receiving  a  j^a^-sixirt  ^i^iied 
hv  Kichard  Tarker,  as  president  of  the  delegates.    In  carder 

to  coDCcnirate  their  force,  all  the  ships  which  lay  near  Sheer- 
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ness,  dropt  down  to  the  Great  Nore.    The  line  of  battle 
ships  were  drawn  up  in  a  line,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from 
each  other,  and  moored  with  their  broadsides  fronting-  each 
other.     In  the  spaces  between  the  line  of  battle  ships,  the 
detained  merchantmen  and  others,  were  moored.    The  force 
of  the  mutineers,  at  its  greatest  height,  consisted  of  eleven 
ships  of  the  line,  exclusive  of  frigates,  in  all  twentj-four 
sail.    Each  ship  was  governed  by  a  committee  consisting  of 
twelve  members,  together  with  two  delegates  and  a  secre- 
tary.   To  represent  the  whole  body  of  seamen,  every  man- 
of-war  appointed  two  delegates,  and  each  gun  boat  one;  the 
mode  of  assembling  these  was  by  beating  a  drum. 

From  the  first  breaking  out  of  this  mutiny,  the  delegates 
behaved  respectfully  to  their  superior  officers.  They  also 
exhibited  on  every  convenient  occasion,  the  same  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  their  country,  and  the  same  degree  of  loyalty 
that  was  displayed  by  the  seamen  at  Spithead. 

The  crew  of  the  Lancaster,  of  sixty-four  guns,  whicfa  lay 
at  Long  Reach,  betrayed  evident  dispositions  to  join  the 
ships  at  the  Nore,  but  were  prevented  from  passing  down 
the  river,  by  the  fortresses  at  Tilbury  Fort  and  GraveseDd, 
and  other  works  which  were  amply  defended  by  the  military. 

All  communications  being  stopped  with  the  shore,  iht 
mutineers  supplied  themselves  with  water  and  provi«ionj 
from  the  ships  they  stopped,  and  a  party  of  seamen  landed  is 
the  Isle  of  Grain  and  carried  off  a  number  of  sheep,  kt. 
The  accounts,  however,  of  their  plundering  different  trading 
vessels,  were  ridiculously  exaggerated,  the  chief  act  which 
they  perpetrated  of  this  kind,  was  that  of  seizing  a  vessel  coo- 
taining  300  sacks  of  flour,  of  which  they  found  themselves  id 
need,  and  which  were  distributed  throughout  the  fleet. 

A  deputation  of  the  admiralty,  at  the  head  of  w  hich  wis 
earl  Spencer,  went  down  to  Sheerness,  but  had  no  confereocc 
with  the  delegates,  as  they  demanded  unconditional  sub- 
mission as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  any  intercourse.  Eirl 
Spencer  departed  from  Sheerness,  without  any  attempt  to 
compromise  the  dispute,  after  having  caused  it  to  be  signi- 
fled  to  the  seamen,  that  they  must  expect  no  other  con- 
cessions than  such  as  had  been  already  made  by  the  legi^ 
lature,  the  benefit  of  which  they  might  yet  enjoy  on  returo- 
ing  to  their  duty. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  the  Clyde  frigate  was  carried  off 
from  the  mutinous  fleet,  by  a  combination  of  the  officem, 
Mkled  by  some  of  the  seamen ;  as  was  the  St.  Fiorenzo,  the 
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officers  of  which  cut  bcr  cables,  8Bd  got  under  weigh  at  the 
iDftJuit  wbeo  the  bofttswain*8  whistle  was  pipinc'  all  hands  to 
dinner.  These  ships  were  fired  at  bj  seTeitu  otoers,  and  the 
fit.  Fiorenxo  sustained  some  damage  in  her  hull  and  other 
works. 

AH  the  bnoys  were  now  remoTcd  from  the  month  of  the 
Thames  and  the  nei^hboaring  coast,  bj  the  order  of  go- 
▼emment;  aprecantion  which  is  said  to  hare  ^;reatly  per- 
plexed  the  mntineersy  as  an  j  laree  slups  which  might  attempt 
to  anil  awaj  were  In  danger  or  running  aground.  Great 
preprmtions  wm  also  made  at  Sheemess,  against  an  attack 
mm  the  ships,  and  iiimaoes  and  redhot  baOs  were  kept 
f«sdy. 

On  Snndaj,  Jnne  4,  the  whole  fleet  evinced  its  perfect 
knral  disposition  by  a  general  salute^  which  was  flred  from 
all  the  ships  at  the  Nore^  in  compliment  to  his  majesty's 
liirtli«4ay ;  and  the  ships  were  decorated  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  practised  on  rsjoicing  days ;  the  red  flag  bong,  how- 
ever,  kept  flying  at  the  main  of  the  Sandwich. 

Jane  5,  a!  rut  nine  at  night,  the  Berapis  frigate,  of  44 
^ns,  and  the  Discovery,  attempted  to  desert  the  fleet,  mak- 
ing for  the  fort  at  Sheemess,  with  a  view  of  returning  to 
obedience.  When  this  was  pereeired,  all  the  line  of  battle* 
shipe  within  reach,  instantly  poured  ont  broadsides  at  them. 
The  frigates,  however,  got  ont  of  reach,  although  mu  eh  shut* 
tered  snd  damaged  in  their  masts  and  rigging.  The  noise 
of  the  cannon  heard  in  this  firing,  had  a  tremendous  eflect 
on  shore. 

On  Tuesday,  Jnne  6,  in  the  morning,  the  Aeamernnon, 
Leopard,  Ard^,  and  Lds,  men«^f-war,  nnd  the  Ranger 
sloop,  joined  the  mutinous  ships  at  the  Nore,  having  left  the 
fleet  of  admiral  Duncan.  Lord  Northeak,  captain  of  the 
Monmouth,  at  the  desire  of  the  delegates,  went  on  board  of 
the  Sandwich,  where  he  received  propositions  for  an  accom* 
Tnodation  in  the  form  of  the  following  letter,  which  he  was 
desired  to  lay  before  his  mijesty : — 

'*  To  THE  RiOHT  HoNomuBLB  Eael  NORTIirSK, 
"  My  Lord, — Tou  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  to 
proceed  to  London,  with  such  papers  as  are  intrusted  to 
^oor  care,  and  to  lav  the  F^ame  before  our  gracious  sorereign, 
bog  C^rge  the  I'hird,  and  to  represent  to  our  gracious 
sovereign,  that  the  seamen  at  the  Nore  have  been  grossly 
misrepresented;  at  the  same  time,  if  our  gracious  sorerwgii 
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*  By  ike  del^gftto  of  tke  wboW  Aeet 

Btm^  tmnUkmi^  witk  «  p—ynnl  from  Richard  Paste*, 
ht  vefU  op  ton  hf  wM«r.  Tlie  dawmds  in  the  8e&^ 
ciew*  ktatr  tlitagll  iBfnMr,  captaio  Ksigk  of  the 
lailaBihfe^  c«U  4b«b  tbe  rtAml  of  tke  kxtk  of  th« 

MflBsnres  were  oow  talm  by  lord  Keith  and  Sir  C. 
Qrev,  to  attack  the  from  the  works  at  Sheenwss  "v^th 
mn-bcctj,  ^c;  tbe  defection^  howcTer,  of  the  B^obe, 
Lviopard,  and  Ardent,  oo  the  ni^t  of  Fridaj  th«  IKh,  with 
other  ^mpCooas  of  treacherr  among  lha  ainrinciert  to  ihdr 
cause,  reodered  tbe  use  of  force  uniiece«?arT. 

Od  SaicT^y,  Jose  10,  several  other  of  the  ships  pulled 
down  tbe  rM  nxr.  as  a  signal  for  the  mercfaantm^  to  ^ 
up  the  rirer,  and  tbe  store  and  victiLalling  ships  to  remain 
b4hini;  all  of  tbe«€,  howprcr.  profitteJ  hy  the  opportnniiT 
to  cdfect  tbetr  e^^pe.  Alter  havin^r  been  fired  at  by  tbe  fleet. 
The  wb  !e  Th-MHt^s,  a;  this  time,  appeared  covered  with 
Teaeeis  aod  $uch  a  muititude  ot  «hifa  perb»£>s  naver  beform 
cmxye  10  hv  01  e  trde,  to  its  port. 

TT-e  muiuieers  now  frameJ  a  mrtre  mcKlerate  set  of  arti- 
de^H  ie^crii^iOg  tbe  nature  of  their  grievances  and  demands, 
"*L:ch  they  sent  tf*  the  admiralty  by  captain  Cobb  "Mi:  !^ 
ttrT*,  however,  were  ffillr  determined  i>ot  to  grant  aoy 
demaads,  b'lt  ?n  force  the  >ramen  to  uncoDditiona!  subrsi^ 
?:-n.  On  the  llth,  the  Ne^>t^Tie,  of  9S  ^un^,  manned  with 
pres>  zuxfs  a'^d  Tolnntper^,  Sir  K.  Kower,  commander^  fell 
do  An  to  Loner  each,  ^ith  a  view  to  act  otfen?irflT  ai^osS 
the  mutineers :  the  Lancaster,  which  had  surrendered 
tbe  8 tb,  tbe  Aginconrt,  ard  a  number  of  £n5n-b;>at&,  were 
in  the  river  f  tr  the  same  dc'-ti nation. 

Thr>  rir.unt^s  "^f  the  senmen  \va>  already  «haken  by  tb* 
formid.\b!e  preparations  of  government,  and  the  want  of 
fresh  provbi-T.-i  and  water;  and  it  was  evident  thai  tliecora* 
bination  was  fa^.in,:  to  pit-ces.  On  the  12th»  TnA«t  of  tbe 
ship5  struck  the  red  t^a^:,  and  hoi.-ttvi  the  ur.iMn,  to  «Timifv 
their  desire  of  reCumiog  tn  obinhence — ouU  seven  ha<i  the 
red  ^xz  flying- — On  Tuesday  mornin;^'-.  June  13,  the  Aca- 
metnoon,  the  Standard,  the  Na-^-an,  t!>e  Iris,  and  tiie  Ve>t:d, 
ran  a\%a  irou  the  other  &hipS|  aiui  got  under  the  protectioa 
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of  the  gans  at  tke  fint,  not  a  ioigle  shot  being  ilredatlbeBi. 
Tlie  erewa,  howeTer,  of  these  Tessels^  were  very  fiur  from 
1>eio£^  Qoaoinioiis,  as  several  men  were  woaadea  and  killed 
m  the  ftroggles  which  took  place  on  board  thero^  between 
tlie  parties  of  the  oflk^ers,  and  those  of  the  seamen.  On 
iKMrd  the  Leooard  alonci  sixteen  men  were  wounded.  On 
tlie  erenitig  of  the  same  day,  not  a  red  flaff  was  seen  fljing 
mt  the  Nore,  and  the  bine  was  nniverMuly  hoisted.  On 
Prid»79  the  16th,  all  resbtanoe  to  the  an^oritj  of  the  offi* 
Mrs  ceased  on  board  the  ships^  and  the  mattnj  was*  in  effect, 
terminated,  altfaongh  some  of  the  ships  which  had  proceeded 
tip  tlie  river,  were  not  reduced  to  entire  obedience; — ^the 
Seiliqaeoz,  and  two  or  three  more,  held  oat  to  the  Utait«  The 
oCeers  of  the  Sandwich  sorrendcared  their  del^ates,  Parker 
and  Dsvies,  to  a  party  of  soldiers,  sent  on  hoara  by  Sir  0. 
Orey,  together  with  Gregory,  Higgint,  and  about  thirty 
other  delegates ;  these  were  committed  to  the  blacfc^hole^  in 
the  garrison,  at  Sheemess.    On  the  first  appearance  of  the 
eokbers,  one  of  the  delegates,  Wallace^  of  the  Standwd,  shot 
himself. 

Daring  the  progress  of  the  mutiny,  a  letter,  dated  Jane 
4,  which,  however,  is  believed  to  have  been  fictitioas,  was 
^11 1  to  the  ddegates  at  the  Nore,  from  the  seamen  of  Sir 
Roger  Cartis's  squadron,  and  another  from  the  late  dele- 
gates  of  the  ships  at  Ph  mouth,  exhorting  the  mutineers  to 
return  to  their  dutj.  'These  letters,  forged  or  otherwise, 
are  said  to  have  had  considerable  effect  in  creating  divisions 
arnoTig  the  men. 

On  Thursday  the  22(1,  the  trial  of  Parker  commenced  on 
board  the  Neptune,  off  Greenhithe^  before  a  court-martial, 
consisting  of  captains  in  the  navy,  of  which  Sir  T.  Paisley 
was  president.  Parker  was  duiiged  with  making  and* 
having  endeavoured  to  make  a  mutiny  amongst  the  seamen 
of  his  majesty*8  ships  at  the  Nore,  and  vdth  having  behaved 
himself  contemptuously  towards  his  superior  officers.**  The 
trial  was  continued  bv  adjournment,  to  Monday  the  26th, 
when  the  president,  aner  observing  that  the  crime  of  which 
the  prisoner  was  convicted,  was  "  as  unprecedented  as 
wicked,  as  ruinous  to  the  navy  as  to  the  peace  and  property 
of  the  country,*'  &c.  adjudged  him  to  suffer  death  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  should  appoint. 

The  leading  articles  of  the  charges  against  Parker  were, 
that  he  bad  behaved  in  two  instance*^,  though  not  generally, 
with  insolence  to  admiral  Bockner,  (the  first  in  not  allow. 
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log  the  admiral  to  appear  on  the  qnarter-dedc  of  At  Bind* 
wich;  aod  the  aecond,  in  forciblj  taldng  awm^  two  waam 
from  the  eommisstoner's  hoase  at  Sheemess,  in  epite  of  tk 
remonstrances  of  the  admiral ;  that  in  the  different  makt* 
ences  with  the  officers,  he  had  always  tai^en  the  lead,  as 
spokesman;  that  lie  h.i<l  lai<i  one  seaman  in  irons  and  '>i^er- 
ed  another  to  In*  tloi^^od ;  that  he  liail  assumed  **  the  hi  cour 
of  represent i I) u*"  the  w  hole  licet**  (an  honour,  wLku,  h-i  .^i. 
"he  should  never  lorire?");  luai  Lc  had  often  procee-it?'! 
from  ship  to  ship,  h.Lnii^aing  the  respective  crews  ^^b^ 
cheered  hiui  as  he  pa,«>^ed  (nn  which  occasion?,  he  ord^iTcd 
the  men  forwarrls),  and  that  he  was  on  board  the  Director 
when  that  shin  oj^oned  a  dre  on  the  K^uidCt  whecehs  jpxi 
his  orders  to  m  e. 

The  prisoner,  in  his  iVn -e,  which  wa^  express^] 
juiTcli  proi'nety,  considering  his  situation  and  circumstaiioa, 
made  it  api)ear,  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  rc^vive  adairal 
)*Miekner  with  respect,  iiy  an  attempt  t<j  man  the  jmis, 
although  this  design  was  defeittni  from  other  causes:  tfcst, 
in  punishing  a  seaman  for  getting  beastly  drunk,  be  hal 
acted  with  the  approbation  of  the  master  of  the  sliip.  Tiu: 
the  man  laid  in  irons  was  confined  for  disr^pect  to  captiia 
Moss;  and  that  several  undisputed  nsarks  of  lojaltj  were 
shown  hj  the  delegates,  and  by  Parker  in  particular,  whik 
the  differeocea  existed;  and  that  he  (Paricer)  ha^  declarei, 
that,  were  the  enemv*s  fleet  known  to  be  at  eeai  thef  (t^ 
del^^ates)  would  take  the  fleets  under  their  dkeettoa  ii 
search  of  them. 

After  the  eenteoce  was  pasaedt  the  prisoner,  vidi  ft 
degree  of  uodismajed  eottposure,  which  excited  die  aiM* 
ishment  aod  admiration  of  erery  one  preaeot^  spoke  at 
lows:— ^  I  bow  to  yonr  sentence  with  all  due  snbmiMa; 
being  eooTinced  I  have  acted  bj  the  dietatea  of  a  good  eos* 
science.  Gk>d,  who  knows  the  hearts  of  all  men,  wiB^  I 
hope,  receive  me.  I  hope  Uiat  m;  death  will  atone  Is  At 
country;  and  that  those  brave  men  who  have  acted  ^ 
me,  will  reonve  a  general  nardon.  I  am  satisfied  thsf  vi 
all  return  to  their  duty  witn  alacrity." 

His  conduct,  during  the  whole  of  the  trial,  was  resptM 
and  firm;  and  he  remained,  to  the  last  moment,  appirentij 
unmove<l.  He  bowed  respectiullj  to  the  persons  preseot, 
when  he  retired. 

Besides  i*arker,  some  others  were  executed;  and  a  coo» 
siderable  uumbur  remained  under  senteoce  of  deaii^/  untii 
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the  victor  J  of  Camperdown^  whea  a  general  pardon  was 
granted. 

Battle  of  Cape  St.  Vincent.  —  Sp:iin  and  Hf>lland 
v^ere,  h-v  thi**  time,  ontirelv  uri<1fr  the  dooiination  nl'  France, 
and  at  w:ir  w  ith  Great  Jirit.iin.    They  might  intU'cd  he 

now  termed,  without  exaggeration,  vassals  of  France,  who 
this  year  detprmined  to  make  a  strenuous  etiurt  to  overthrow 
CKir  niarirniiL  power,  and  ordered  the  Spanish  and  Dutch 
fleets  i"in  their  own,  that  they  might  make  a  simultaneous 
and  CO [nhiaed  attack.  The  place  ol'  rendesvoua  appointed 
was  Brest. 

The  force  of  the  Sji.inish  fleet  intended  tor  this  junction 
was  uTcat:  it  consisted  of  six  vessels  of  one  hnndre<!  and 
twelvi  ;4^un6,  and  one  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six,  two  of 
iii^\tt\-U>\i.r,  and  eighteen  of  seventy-four  guns.  Theinten- 
tioii:r>  uf  tiie  French  1m  Itu  known  to  the  British  ministry, 
they  gave  the  command  of  a  squadron  to  Sir  John  Jervis, 
which  consisted  of  fifteen  sail  of  the-  li'^*'  ■md  some  frigates. 
This,  though  much  inferior  to  the  Spui  i  h  tieet,  was  so  well 
proTided,  that  no  fears  were  entertained  oi  liie  result,  if  ihey 
should  be  fortunate  enoutrh  to  fall  in  with  the  enemv.  The 
British  a  liniral,  who  resolved  on  an  attempt  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  fleets,  cruised  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  as  the 
place  where  he  would  be  most  likely  to  intercept  the  fleet 
from  Cadiz.    On  the  14th  of  February,  just  as  day  was 
breaking,  twenty-seven  sail  of  the  line  were  discovered,  and 
no  doubt  was  entertained  that  they  were  the  enemy.  Wlien 
the  fleet  was  first  disc(n'ered,  they  were  sailing  in  a  loose  and 
irreg'ular  manner.    .Sir  John  Jurvis,  therefore,  ordered  a 
precis  of  sail  to  be  carried  by  his  sqnadrun,  and  they  got  up 
with  the  enemy  before  tliey  had  formed  into  a  line  of  battle. 
*•  Sach  a  moment,"  as  he  remarks  in  his  official  dispatches, 
**  was  not  to  be  lost."    He  immediately  form  ed  his  line  of 
battle,  bore  down  on  the  Spanish  fleet,  wliii  h  were  still 
unconnected  and  unsupported  by  any  coinp:L(  tness  of  line, 
and  cut  off  nearly  one-third  of  their  ships;  thus  virtually 
reducing  tlic  fuice  of  the  enemy  nearly  to  an  equality  with 
his  own,  and  instead  of  being  obliged  to  fivrht  twenty-seven 
ships,  he  had  only  eighteen  to  oppose.    The  Spanish  admiral 
was  not  pref>arL  <1  tor  this  manneuvre,  so  that  it  was  completely 
successful  bet  ore  he  had  time  to  prevent  its  execution.  As 
soon,  however,  as  he  perceived  the  consequences  of  it,  he  did 
ail  lu  hi6  power  to  remedj  ihc  evil;  he  ihrevv  out  the  signal 
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to  wear  round  the  British  line,  hopin*?  thus  to  be  3b!t*  to 
regain  the  vessels  that  had  bccu  cut  off.    In  this  attempt, 
however,  he  was  frustrated  hj  the  skilful  maDorUTre  of 
coMiiiiudore  Nelson,  who  coTOmaiided  the  rearmost  ^hip  of 
the  British  line;  and  round  whom,  therefore,  the  Spanish 
admiral  meant  to  proceed.    But  Nelson,  instead  of  waiting- 
till  the  admiral's  ship  eame  up  to  his  vessel,  stood  towanU 
her,  nothing"  daunted  hy  lier  enormous  size  and  the  wi'ijht 
of  her  metal,  supported  ns  she  was  by  two  others,  each  oJ 
them  larc;'er  than  Nelson's  own  ship.    But  the  Britkh 
captaiii»  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet  did  not  long  snuffer  Niboo 
to  sustain  this  unequal  comhat;  six  of  them  l>ore  d«»un  to 
his  assistance,  and  the  Spanish  admiral,  perceiving"  tiuit  he 
could  not  execute  his  intention  of  joining  the  ships  that  had 
been  cut  off,  made  the  signal  for  those  w  hich  remaiiied  with 
him  to  unite  for  their  mutual  support  and  defence.   But  the 
consequences  of  not  being  able  to  execute  his  manrpuTre 
were  highly  injurious  to  him,  for  as  his  own  vesi^el,  and  iho5-c» 
which  followed  him,  when  he  attempted  to  wear  round  the 
rear  of  the  British  flt^t,  iiad,  by  this  measure,  btcu  throvfc 
out  of  the  line  and  into  confusion,  »Sir  J(»hn  Jerris  gare 
directions  for  them  to  be  vii^rorously  attacki^,  before  they 
could  resmiie  their  order  and  again  form  the  line.  Tbii 
order  was  obeyed  with  so  much  p^()^ipu^i•^.s  aud  bucces^tli&i 
four  of  the  Spanish  ships  were  captured. 

While  these  things  were  iiii^'-  on,  the  vessels  which  i^d 
been  cut  oft",  and  which  were  far  to  leeward,  were  usirg 
every  efTort  to  rejoin  the  main  bodv  of  the  lleet  :  this  tK^T 
ii.ul  nearly  accomplished,  as  it  began  to  grow  dark.  Tli* 
British  admiral  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  renew  the  attaH: 
agaiii.^i  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  squadron,  strengtlitne'lt 
as  it  now  was,  by  this  reinforcement ;  neither  was  he  dispoxd 
to  ily  before  them.  He,  therefore,  drew  up  his  fleet  in 
eumpact  order,  to  repel  any  attack  they  might  make,  and  to 
preserve,  if  possible,  the  vessels  which  he  had  captured. 
The  Spanish  admiral,  however,  wm  not  disposed  to  come 
again  into  close  action,  but  contented  himself  with  a  distant 
and  harmless  canonade,  and  shortly  afterwards  returned  to 
Cadiz,  where  he  was  blocked  up  by  the  victoitoiia  6eet.  In 
this  engagement,  fonr  TefiseU  were  taken,  two  of  which 
carried  one  hundred  and  twelve  guns  each»  one  etghtr-foar, 
and  one  BeTenty-fmif  •  On  board  the  Britisfa  fle^  tiie  km 
amounted  to  ab^t  three  hundred,  in  killed  and  woonded: 
while  the  lots,  on  board  of  the  Spanish  ships  thai  were  tidoia. 
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amounted  to  double  that  number.  In  commemoration  of 
this  victory.  Sir  John  JervLi  waa  Louourud  wiiii  tiiu  title  of 
eof  i  ot'  St.  Yiocent. 


Battle  of  Camperdown.  —  Althou.rh  by  this  dofcat 
of  the  .Spanish  wjuadron,  ili  -  liopcs  and  intentions  uf  the 
f  rench  government  were  in  a  gr^'at  measure  frustrated, 
vet  they  did  not  ah  j^ether  abandon  their  dt>iL(n  uf  invad- 
ing"  Great  Britain;  but,  instead  of  dirertini^  their  attempts 
against  England,  they  resolved  to  uii  lciLake  the  inva>i<»:i 
of  Ireland.     Their  own  tlcH^t,  however,  was  not  deemed 
strong  enough  to  cope  with  that  of  Britain,  an«l  as  their 
forccss  were  mostly  employed  on  other  services,  the  Dutch 
were  ordered  to  supply  a  reinforcement,  both  of  ships 
and  troops.    The  fleet  which  they  prepared,  consisted  of 
four  ships  of  seventy-four  guns,  five  of  sixty-eight,  two 
of  sixty-four,  and  four  of  fifty-six  ;  the  command  of  it  was 
^Iven  to  adroir^  de  Winter,  an  officer  of  courage,  skill, 
mod  experience;  and,  moreover, of  tried rcpabUcao principles. 
To  watch  the  motions  of  this  fleet,  admiral  DuDoan  was 
employed,  and  he  guarded  the  mooth  of  the  Texel  so  cloeelj, 
that  the  French  Kovenimeiit  began  to  des^r  of  gaining  the 
co-operaHon  of  Uieir  allies,  wli^n  the  British  admiral  was 
oW^ed  to  return  to  Yarmonth  Roads,  to  refit  hb  ships, 
liaTU^  iolfered  from  tempsstitoiis  weather.   The  republioaa 
gayemmeat  of  Holland  immediately  ordered  admiral  de 
Winter  to  pot  to  sea.   At  the  same  time,  the  trom  were 
disemharfced,  in  order  that  if  he  fell  in  with  the  fioglish, 
ihej  might  not  be  an  incnmberaooe  to  a  general  engagement, 
▲dmiru  Duncan,  when  he  returned  to  Tarmonth  Beads, 
had  left  some  frigates  off  the  Texel,  by  whom  he  was 
Immodiatelj  informed  of  the  sailing  of  the  Dnich  fleet :  this 
took  place  on  the  IKh  of  October ;  and,  on  thecTening  of  the 
auae  day,  die  English  squadron  were  not  only  under  weigh, 
bvt  had  got  out  of  sight  of  their  own  coasts.  On  the  1 1th,  he 
made  tlM  coast  of  Holland,  between  Camperdown  and 
Egmont,  where  he  saw  the  Dutch  fleet,  forming  a  line  on 
the  larboard  tack,  to  receive  him. 

The  British  admiral  first  formed  his  fleet  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  prevent  llie  enemy  from  regaining  the  Texel ;  and 
having  done  this,  at  half-past  eleven,  he  made  the  signal  to 
bear  iu>,  break  the  enemy's  line^  and  engage  them  to  leeward, 
each  snip  taking  her  opponent.  This  was  immediately  done. 
The  Mooaxcfa,  which  earried  the  flag  of  Tice-admiral 
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Onslow,  bore  down  in  the  most  gallant  maimer  on  tbe  rem 
of  the  enemji  and  alie  was  followed  bj  the  ^rhole  divuion. 
In  leaa  than  an  hour  the  line  was  broken,  the  Moamb 
passng  under  the  Dutch  Yiee-admlral*s  stem,  and  eiigaguif 
turn  to  leeward.  While  vice-admiral  Ondow  waa  ihm 
engaged  with  the  rear,  admiral  Danean  mttadEcd  the  m 
of  the  Dutch  fleet.  The  great  ohiect  he  had  n  view  wa% 
to  engage  De  Winter*s  own  ship;  bat  whOe  he  waa  bem^ 
down  for  this  purpose  the  Stales  Qeneral  shot  op  doss 
alongade  of  the  venenble^  admiral  I>uncan*s  ship,  mid  be 
waa  eompdled  toengage  her.  She  wassooo,  however,  ftmd 
out  of  the  line^  and  t&  Yenerable  then  reached  adnifel  De 
Winter's  vessel.  The  battle  between  the  two  adndrals  ens 
most  obstinately  eontested,  for  nearlj  two  horn  and  a  fcal^ 
nor  did  it  terminate  in  favour  of  the  Yeoerable,  til 
Dutch  admiral*s  shin  had  lost  all  her  mastSy  and  half  hw 
crew  were  dther  killed  or  wounded.  It  was  said,  that  il 
the  close  of  the  engagement,  admiral  De  Winter  was  the 
only  man  on  the  quarterdeck,  who  remainedalive  and  nchvl 
The  contest  between  the  two  vice-admirals,  was  ut^rlf 
e(|uallv  bloody  and  obstinate,  and  terminaieii  als*o  in  taTOur 
of  the  Jiniish.  Wliile  the  l)attle  raLi  <1  thus  in  the  ct*Btw 
and  rear  of  the  Dutch  Heet,  two  or  thive  ^lllps  which  "^s^er?. 
in  the  van  made  off  under  a  crowd  of  sail,  and  escaped  IIKO 
the  Texelj  without  having  suffered  the  smallest  injurj. 

Soon  after  the  Dutch  vice-admiral  struc  lv  hh  tia>r,  sevtrai 
titheiu  vii*lde<l;  and  about  four  in  aitt  l  UMon  the  viotort 
\vasdeci<]ed  in  favour  of  the  Briti-sh.  At  this  time,  admird 
Duncan  found  that  his  fleet  was  in  nine  fathom  watt-r,  Aod 
only  five  miles  from  the  enemy's  mast.  In  this  situatiOT, 
witn  mfiny  of  his  squadrmi  disabletl  and  niL^bt  comini;  on, 
his  object  was,  not  so  much  to  follow  up  the  victor}i  l-T 
attem|)ting  to  capture  more  of  the  enemy's  shijis,  buttogf* 
his  own  crippled  vessels  ofl'  shore,  and  to  attend  to  those  of 
the  enemy  which  he  had  already  taken.  Hat!  the  cipcudi- 
stances  been  differeiit»  it  is  probable  fewer  of  the  Dutch  6mc 
would  have  escaped ;  as  it  was»  eight  ships  of  the  Iiim^  tee 
of  66  guns,  and  two  frigates  were  taken.  Of  these^  the 
Delft,  one  of  the  56  gun-ships,  afterwanls  fouDderedp  sat 
of  the  frigates  was  lost,  and  the  other  was  driven  on  the 
coast  of  Holland  and  retaken.  The  carnage  on  board  both 
fleets  was  dreadful;  nine  ships  of  the  Euglish  lost  700  men, 
while  on  board  of  each  of  the  Dutch  admiral's  ships  thit 
were  captured,  250  were  killed  and  wounded.   The  thsab 
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of  both  hoiues  of  parliament  were  men  to  the  fleet,  and 
admiral  Dancan  was  ereated  a  peer,  by  the  title  of  viscount 
Duncan  of  Oamperdown.  He  has  been  since  created  earl 
of  Camperdown. 

In  the  battle  off  Gape  St.  Vincent,  NelsonVoonduct  was 
psitiealarly  distinffuisned,  and  conduced  in  no  small  degree 
to  the  yneioTj,    He  was  consequently  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  lear-admiraly  still  continuing  with  the  squadron  under 
etfl  St.  Vincent*    This  squadron  being  engaged  in  block- 
a<Bng  Oadist  it  was  resolved  to  bombard  that  place.  For 
this  purpose,  earl  8t.  Vincent  fixed  upon  admiral  Nelson, 
persuaded  thai  whatever  could  be  effected  bv  a  union  of 
presence  of  mind  and  bravery,  he  would  undoubtedly  accom- 
plish.  Accordingly,  the  command  of  the  advanced  squadron 
was  given  to  him;  and  during  the  night  of  the  3d  of  July, 
be  proceeded  on  his  hazardous  enterprise  with  the  Thunder 
bomb,  covered  and  protected  h\  tlic  launches  and  bai^res  of 
the  Heet.    The  Thunder  advaiuM M  tu  witliin  25UU  yiird^  of 
the  garrison  ot  CadiiC,  aiid  every  thing  was  prej.a.!  i_d  to  com- 
nience  a  bombardment,  which  promised  the  most  jjuceessful 
results,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  principal  murt;ir  lia  I 
be^n  so  much  used,  as  to  be  unfit  for  .safe  and  efi(  Ctnal 
service.    Under  these  circumstances,  admii  ;il  Ni-Koa  was 
obliged  to  direct  the  Tinmder  to  retire.    Ab  suvai  as  the 
Spaniards  perceived  thi-,  they  sent  out  an  iumunse  nunihor 
of  mortar  eiui-boats  and  amned  launches,  with  the  i  xj>ccta- 
tion  of  cutting  her  off.   This  admiral  Nelson  most  etiectually 
prevente*!.     He  had  gone  in  his  own  barge,  havin«-r  on  board 
only  its  usu;il  eomplement,  the  coxswain  and  ten  men,  and 
with  this  small  force,  and  in  this  comparatively  defenceless 
^^^af,  he  a<lvanced  to  the  support  and  protection  of  tho 
1  bunder.    The  Spaniards,  who  had  come  out  to  cut  her  oti, 
^ere  not  deficient  in  intrepidity ;  nor  did  they  hesitate  to  try 
their  streng-th  with  admiral  NeUon.    Don  Miguel  Tyrason 
oommanded  the  Spanish  flotilla,  and  in  his  boat  he  advanced 
f  gainst  the  barge  of  the  British  admiral.   The  disproportion 
io  the  comparative  strength  of  the  two  boats,  rendered  this 
aconteit  in  which  l^elson  delightedtand  which  was  worthy 
of  him.    The  Spaaieh  commandant  fon^ht»  till  out  of 
twcntj^seveo  men  that  were  on  board  of  his  barge,  eighteen 
M  been  killedt  and  himself  and  all  the  remainder  v  onnded ; 
Bot  till  then  did  he  snrrender.    Notwithstanding  the  fate  of 
Migiiel  TjVMon^  the  other  part  of  the  Spanish  flotilla 
wtimied  to  fight  with  great  obstinacy;  hot  not  being  able 
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l^ :  li  all  their  efforts,  to  succeed  in  the  object  for  which  the? 
luiJ  come  out,  they  returned,  or  rather  were  driven  bade 
the  bar hnnr  of  Cadiz. 

Tiil()i-iii;iti'>ii  liaviiiL;-  been  rcceive<:l  bv  earl  St.  Viiie^t, 
that  the  town  of  Saiua  Crnz,  in  the  i**1nnd  of  TeDcrliTe,  : 
was  assailable,  b^  resolved  to  make  an  etiort  to  train  po^5ea-  ^ 
sion  of  it.     Ni4-(in  was  af  eorJingly  diJ^patched  with  tmr  ' 
sail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates.     About  eleven  at  tight,  '< 
on  the  24th  of  Julv,  one  thon^aivl  ^eameii  and  marmes  were 
landed  under  the  command  of  captain"  Troubridge,  11  x^, 
Thompson,  Miller,  and  Waller:  they  were  in  six  division?,  . 
Nelson  being  along  with  the  first.    The  boats  proceeded 
withoat  being  discovered,  till  tbey  were  within  guMhol  of  ; 
the  mole  which  stretches  oat  into  the  sea  from  the  towm  At 
this  moment  the  alarm  was  gi^eiii  and  a  dreadfol  fire  wis  | 
opened  upon  them.    The  boats  poshed  "forward,  but  ths 
night  was  so  dark  that  onlj  five  of  them  ooold  find  the  male; 
in  these  were  Kelson,  Tbompson»and  Fremantle,  who  at  the  ^ 
head  of  the  seameny  stonaaea  and  earried  it,  althovgh  it  -  °3  , 
defended  by  five  hundred  men,  with  six  24-pounders.  Bm 
they  foond  it  impossible  to  advance;  the  ore  of  mwk^tin 
and  grape  shot  was  kept  op  so  inosssantlyt  and  with  saei 
efibct  from  the  citadd,  and  the  honses  on  the  mole-lwadttfcBt 
in  a  very  short  time  nearly  the  whole  party  weiv  €ithflviD0fii  I 
or  wounded,  Ndson  losing  his  right  arm.    Kor  were  thoe  | 
the  only  misfortunes  of  the  first  division ;  the  Fear  eotlWt  i 
with  one  hundred  and  eighty  men  had  been  sunk,  bj  a  shot  | 
between  wind  and  water;  and  her  commander,  aal  ssn 
than  half  her  crew  perished;  captain  Bowaa  waa  UM 
while  employed  in  8]^ng  the  gona  at  the  mole;  and  a 
chosen  part  of  his  ship^s  company  had  penshed  in  their  boss, 
which  was  sunk  by  a  cannon  shot. 

At  first,  the  other  divisvpns  were  more  successful,  thej 
lauded  further  to  tlie  southward,  and  obtained  possc-ssion  of 
the  town.    The  citadel  was  the  next  obiect,  atrainst  whki 
they  nuirched,  but  it  was  so  strong",  ami  S"  protectoJ, 
that  the  att^^nipt  was  given  up.    Short  I  v  ;irtt  rwardb&,  captAia  , 
Troubridge  who  conuaanded,  was   inlurmed   that  thrt* 
bundreil  Spaniards,  and  one  huntlreil  I'rench,  w  ith  five  fieU 
pieces,  were  advancing  against  him.    A>  his  \vli'i]e  force 
amounted  only  to  eit^hty  marines,  the  same  number  <»f  pike 
iiH  n,  and  one  bun  (bed  and  eighty  seameii,  with  small  artr«.  ' 
ho  sent  captain  lb)od  to  the  governor,  to  piropo-o  that  he  i 
should  be  allowed  to  re-embark ;  the  gorernor  returmng  fer  | 
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Answer  that  they  on;:rht  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war. 
CTnptain  Troiibri declaretl,  that  sooner  than  do  so,  ho 
would  set  fire  tr.  tlie  town,  and  force  his  way  at  the  point  of 
tH^  havonet,  tlirou^rh  the  Spanish  army.  Oti  this  dcclara- 
tion.  the  Spanish  governor  fi^ranted  the  terms  demanded, 
and  captain  Troubridge  re-era  barked  in  boats  provided  by 
tlie  enemy.  The  Spanish  governor  generously  ordered  the 
Siiti&h  wounded  to  be  taken  care  of,  furnislied  ihc  retreating 
inraders  with  biscuit  and  wine,  and  informed  N«lBon9  that 
l&e  was  at  fnH  liberty  to  send  onshore  for  any  provuions  or 
mfreshments  his  fleet  might  re<iuire.  Our  loss  on  this 
nnfortanate  enterprise  amounted  to  forty-four  killed^  ninety* 
mrea  drowned^  one  hundred  and  five  wounded^  and  five 
amissing. 

jBarly  in  the  year  1798»  Sir  Home  Popham  proposed  a 
plaii  for  the  farther  protection  and  defence  of  our  coasts. 
6m  leneiblesi  composed  of  fisbermeni  seamen  employed  in 
coasting  vessels,  and  all  seafaring  men  engaged  in  the  dif* 
Csreot  harbours,  rivers,  and  creeks  along  the  coast,  were 
foraied  into  corps.  These  feocibles  were  to  be  trained  to 
the  use  of  the  pikct  and  when  they  had  an  opportunity,  they 
were  to  be  exercised  with  the  great  guns.  The  whole 
coasts  were  divided  into  districts,  and  over  each  district  a 
post-captain  and  a  certain  number  of  masters  and  com« 
manders  were  appointed.  Protections  were  g^ranted  to  all 
the  sea  fencibles,  which  were  to  continue  in  force,  so  long  as 
they  regularly  attended  muster  and  exercise;  besides  this 
privileire,  one  shilling  was  c-iven  to  every  man  at  each  mus- 
ter. The  following  is  thu  number  of  men  raLM.'J  on  those 
coasts  which  were  supposed  most  liable  to  invasion; — Sus- 
sex*, eii^ht  hundred  and  fourteen;  Ilanipshire,  three  hundred 
and  suvcuty-nine;  Isle  of  Wight,  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine;  Devonshire,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
eiirht;  Dorsetshire,  seven  hundred  and  tliirty-four ;  Kent, 
three  hundred  and  ei^jhty-nine;  Essex,  one  thou^^and  two 
hundred  and  five;  Sutiolk,  one  thousand  f»ne  hnndrnl  and 
forty-two;  and  Oorawali,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-three.'* 

As  on  t!i*^  coiKjUL-t  of  llnlland  by  the  French,  an  immense 
riiiiiihor  nf  l)iiteh  ^,  ..111^11  had  entered  ihf*  Rriti'^h  service, 
the  r  I  'jn'  h  directrn  v  passe<l  a  decree,  declaring-  that  all  per- 
sons, natives  of  or  originally  belonging  to  neutral  countries, 
or  countries  in  alliance  with  France,  who  may  form  a  part 
of  the  crews  of  anj  British  vesseb^  should  be  considered  and 
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treated  as  pirates.  In  consequence  of  this  decree,  the  com- 
missary for  French  prisoners  in  Great  Britain  was  v.riiciaJly 
informed,  that  if  it  should,  in  anj  instance,  he  carried  into 
execution,  it  was  the  king*s  firm  resolve  to  retaliate  npoo 
those  subjects  of  the  French  republic,  whom  the  chances  of 
war  might  bring  into  his  power.  This  determined  spirit* 
rendered  the  decree  of  the  directory  a  mere  dead  letter. 

A  considerable  fleet  which  was  sent  with  troops  to  brade 
Irdandywaa  intercepted  and  supmlljdefettcd,  by  an  Engiiiii 
aqnidron  commanded  by  Sir  J,  B.  warreD. 

Thb  Frbncb  Expedition  to  Egypt.— AmoDg  the 
cabinet  papers,  of  which  the  Frendi  repabUoan  goroni* 
ment  gained  possession^  when  they  overturned  the  bodkw 
chy,  it  is  said  there  was  one«  containing  a  project,  draws 
up  b^  the  Count  de  Yergennes,  for  the  teisnre  and  eolo- 
niialion  of  Egypt.  This  the  cUrectory  detemined  to  pot 
in  ezecntion;  and  the  year  1798  was  chosen  for  thb  p»- 
pose.  The  Turkish  goyemment,  at  thia  ttme^  wis  m 
much  weskened  and  distracted  by  internal  conunotioiis  sad 
rebeUions  that  no  formidable  oppositira  was  to  be  dreaded 
from  it. 

Besides  the  motives  which  had  led  the  Frendi  goven- 
menty  during  the  monarchy,  to  plan  the  sohjug^on  of 
Egjptt  there  were  others  whicli»  no  doubt,  prompted  the 
repuolic  to  undertake  that  enterprise.  Fniace  bad  bem 
strippedof  nearly  all  her  West  India  colonies;  and  wfaileEag* 
land  was  mistress  of  the  seas,  there  was  little  probafaai^ 
that  she  would  be  able  to  r^;atn  them.  But  Egjpt  offerea 
itself  as  a  colony,  as  valuable,  in  point  of  fertility,  as  any  ef 
the  West  India  Islands;  and  much  more  oonvenieBt  ani 
denrable  in  other  respects.  The  distance  from  Frsdsee  vss 
comparatively  short;  the  navigation  from  that,  and  oikr 
circumstances,  not  so  liable  to  be  Interrupted  by  Britiri^ 
cruisers ;  and  the  climate  more  healthy  than  that  of 
West  Indies.  All  these  considerations  had  their  wetghl, 
viewing  Eg\'pt  merely  as  a  substitute  for  the  Frsocli  Weil 
ImUa  Island;  but  it  waa  considered  by  Buonuj  arte  and 
the  directory  in  another  point  of  view.  England  dtnted 
a  great  deal  of  her  wealth  from  her  possessions  in  tbe  £sit 
Indies ;  the  attempts  to  invade  and  conquer  ber,  tbowh 
still  held  out  hj  the  jffovemment  of  France,  aa  not  oaly 

Sracticahie,  but  easy  of  execution,  were  known  by  them  to 
e  hopeless  and  deq>erate;  the  only  chance,  tbmfctv^  ef 
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humbling  this  haughty  and  mighty  foe  was,  to  cut  off  her 
\v  c--a.kli.  If  this  was  done,  her  iiav  il  power  fell  of  course. 
To  the  East  Indies,  therefore,  the  directory  looked ;  aiul  the 
inv.i-iun  of  Ei^ypt  they  planned  as  the  most  easy  route  for 
^  II alien  inferior  at  sea,  to  reach  those  distant  British  pos- 
Stfssions.  Besides,  whoever  possessed  Egypt,  had  the  kt  y  to 
tVie  Turkish  dominions;  and,  if  they  were  a<'(|uiri.d,  not 
only  would  the  glory  and  the  strength  of  Frauce  be  much 
increased,  but  the  resources  of  (?reat  Britain  would  be 
deeply  impaired,  while  Austria  would  be  laid  bare  iu  an  im- 
portant quarter. 

The  porta  in  the  south  of  France  were  chosen  for  the 
assembliDg  of  the  armament ;  hut  troops  and  ships  were 
collected  from  all  aoarters,  from  Normandy,  Brittany^ 
Venice,  Genoa,  and  Corsica.  From  documents  which  were 
afterwards  foand  on  board  some  of  the  captured  ships,  the 
amaiiiMity  at  hi  aailing  flrom  Tooloii^  is  known  to  have 
been  oompoaed  of  forty-two  tbonaand  land  foirew ;  ten 
thoaMad  eight  hnndred  and  ten  seamen)  besides  four 
tbomsand  nine  hnndred  and  forty-eight,  which  were  on  board 
the  Teaseb  that  were  destined  affaintt  Alcxaadrin,  The 
flaCi]la»  which  was  to  so  up  the  Nfle»  consuted  of  one  thou* 
aand  five  hnndred  sail,  each  of  which  contained  a  hnndred 
men;  and  the  transports  which  carried  ont  the  troopSf  were 
mamied  with  tliree  thousand  and  seventeen,  making  in  all 
narty-two  thousand  two  hnndred  andserentr^^firemen.  The 
ileeC»  which  was  to  protect  this  army  consisted  of  thirteen 
shipe  of  the  line,  one  of  which  carried  one  hundred  and 
twenty  guns,  three  eighty,  and  nine  serenty-foor  $  seren 
frigates,  carrying  forty  guns  each,  besides  smaller  TeMds, 
making  on  the  waole  forty*four  sail.  The  command  of  the 
6aet  was  given  to  adnural  Bmeys. 

On  the  20tfa  of  May,  this  fleet  sailed  ftom  Toulon ;  and, 
on  the  9th  of  June,  it  arrived  off  the  island  of  Malta,  which 

5 the  combined  use  of  fraud  and  force,  fell  into  the  power 
the  French. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  Buonaparte  saOed  flrom  Malta,  leaving 
a  suflKdent  force  to  guard  it,  and  on  the  1st  of  July  he 
readied  the  coast  of  £gypt.  As  soon  as  he  had  effected  a 
landing  and  gamed  possession  of  Alexandria,  he  directed 
admiru  Bruejs  to  enter  the  Old  Port  with  his  fleet,  appre- 
hensiTe,  it  would  seem,  of  the  approach  of  the  English ;  but 
when  the  channd  was  sounded,  it  was  ascertalneothat  there 
waa  not  sufllcient  depth  of  water  for  the  admiral's  ship^  the 
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^magn,  therdbre,  was  giren  uPj  and  the  Freoeh  aqnjidrvB 
raauuned  at  thdr  andbonga  off  Aboaldr. 

Although  the  Britiih  rainiatiy  were  tgoorsnt  of  the 
preetae  destioatioii  of  tiiis  imiaiiieDt,  jet  thej  wen  aol 
umofomed  of  its  equipmeot*  and  the  probable  tine  of  its 
safliog.   Ihstmetions  were  therefore  sent  to  earl  8t.  Tib. 
oeoty  to  dispateh  admiral  Nditon  in  ^oeit  of  the  Frencfa  fleet 
At  the  time  lord  St  Vineent  teeeiTed  theee  iBStr«aetaatt% 
admiral  Nelson  was  oroising  in  the  Mediterranean  witli  three 
sail  of  the  line  and  a  few  frigates;  hot  as  this  fbrae  was 
totally  ioadeqoate  to  the  object  on  which  he  was  now  to  be 
emplojedf  lord  St.  Vincent  resolved  to  send  him  ten  anil  of 
the  line;  these»  howerer,  eonld  not  be  immediatelj  ^pnred, 
without  endangering  the  blockade  of  Cadis,  which  was  slift 
continued.    The  admiraltr  at  home  had  taken  the  ncoeaaaiT 
nr^arations  to  enable  lord  St.  Vincent  to  rein^srce  admiral 
Kei8on«  bj  ordering  out  the  same  number  of  Teasels  fiva 
•England,  as  he  meant  to  send  into  the  Meditwraneaii.  Of 
this  intention  of  the  admiralty  he  was  iofbrmed,  mnd  ht 
aocordinffly  victualled  ten  saO  o^  his  squadron,  and  had  tbaai 
completdy  ready  to  sail  the  moment  the  ships  from  Eng-Iand 
came  in  sight.   Frigates  were  stationed  to  be  on  the  look 
out,  and  as  soon  as  toey  made  the  signal  that  the  leiulufv^ 
nient  was  in  sight,  captain  Tronbridge,  of  the  CuUodeo,  who 
had  the  command  of  the  squadron  destined  to  join  admiral 
Nelson,  got  under  weigh,  and  the  whole  were  out  of  sisbt 
before  the  squadron  from  England  had  anchored  off  Cadis. 
About  sun-set  on  the  8th  of  June,  thej  joined  lord  Nel»D, 
who  having  previously  learned  that  the  enemy  V  HcH3t  had  sail- 
ed from  Toulon  on  the  22d  of  May,  with  the  wind  at  N.  W. 
concluded  that  their  course  was  up  the  Mediterranean,  and 
accordingly  directed  Im  pursuit  tmther, 

Ue  first  steered  to  Corsica,  but  not  being  able  to  gain  any 
intelligence  respecting  the  French  fleet,  he  proceeded  te 
Naplee,  where  he  arrived  on  the  16th.  Here  he  msrdy 
gatnered  from  vague  report,  that  the  enemy  had  been  «ee]i 
steering  towards  Malta.  As  the  wind  was  fair,  admin/ 
Nelson  resolved  to  proceed  to  that  island  by  the  ncaisBt 
l^sage,  through  the  Faro  di  Messina.  As  he  passed  between 
Sicily  and  the  main  land,  he  learned  that  the  French  had 
aotnallv  been  at  Malta,  and  had  conquered  it.  When  h« 
reached  this  island,  they  had  sailed  a  few  days  before^  dirset> 
ing  their  course  to  the  south-east.  As  tibetr  object  covid 
only  be  Egypt,  the  British  admiral  pressed  on  thitosr,  nadsr 
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all  the  sail  that  hi-  ships  couhl  carry;  but  when  he  arrived 
otY  Ah  \andria,  there  was  no  apin  araiice  of  the  French  lleot, 
D'^r  euuld  he  train  any  intelligence  respecting  them.  Ilia 
f  uture  course  was  now  to  be  directed  prlncipaUyat  rantloni; 
he  first  steered  for  tlie  coast  of  IJaramania,  ami  al'tcrwards 
towards  the  island  of  Catidia.  Changing  his  route,  he  then 
returned  to  Sicily,  wliither  he  arrived  on  the  i8th  of  July. 
Here  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  get  a  supply  of  water; 
but  so  ea^er  were  the  admiral,  otBcers,  and  crew,  to  resume 
the  pursuit,  that  in  five  days  the  fleet  was  ready  again  for  sea. 
Admiral  Nelson  being  still  impressed  with  the  ideat  that 
£gjpt  was  the  object  of  the  French  expedition,  he  again 
steered  towards  it.  When  he  came  off  theooaat  of  the  Morea, 
he  1  r.^rned  that  the  enemy's  fleet  had  been  seen,  about  foar 
weeks  before,  steering  in  a  soatb-east  directioni  from  the 
island  of  Oaodia.  After  them,  then,  in  this  direction  he 
pressed  forward  under  a  crowd  of  sail,  and  it  was  a  fortu« 
nato  eiroamstance,  that  the  rate  of  sailing  of  all  the  dttps« 
was  so  nearlv  equal,  thai  none  were  delajM,  and  none  were 
sfcruned  in  the  porsnit. 

Battlb  or  TRK  Nils. — ^At  length,  on  the  1st  of  Angnst, 
the  Pharos,  of  Alexandria,  was  descried;  and  very  soon 
alter,  the  French  fleet  was  perceived  at  anehw  in  Abou* 
Idr  Bay,  drawn  np  in  line  of  battle.  The  admiral  im- 
mediately  made  the  «gnal  to  prepare  for  battle.  As  soon 
as  he  had  determined  on  the  plan  of  attack,  which  was 
formed  on  a  principle  and  system  which  he  had  before 
fully  explained  to  all  the  captains  of  the  iUet,  he  gave 
orders  to  prepare  to  anchor  by  thu  htorn,  and  to  wear 
at  the  hauie  time.  By  this  manoeuvre,  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  the  ships  was  changed ;  those  which,  while  their 
heads  were  tu  the  olHnu: ,  were  dropping  astern  to  take  their 
position  in  the  rear,  now  took  the  lead;  while  those  which 
before  had  composed  the  van,  now  fell  into  the  rear.  The 
Dext  signal  was  to  form  the  line  of  battle  ahead;  each  ship 
to  fall  into  its  situation  at  tlie  time  best  suited,  without 
r*^ aid  to  the  established  onler  of  battle.  In  order  to  be 
rea«iy  for  anchoring,  a  bow  or  cable  of  each  ship  was  got 
out  abatt,  and  bent  forward. 

The  enemy's  fleet  was  moored  in  a  strong  and  compact 
line  of  battle,  close  to  the  shore;  their  line  described  an 
obtuse  angle,  the  flanks  of  which  were  defended  by  numerous 
gun*boats ;  while,  on  the  island  on  their  van,  a  battery  of 
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guns  and  mortars  was  erected.  To  a  common  mind  the 
obstacles  and  difl&culties  in  the  way  of  attacking  a  powerful 
fleet,  thus  situated  and  thus  protected,  would  have  appeared 
insurmountable ;  but  admiral  Nelson's  was  not  a  ci»mmon 
mind  ;  it  rejoiced,  and  found  its  most  pleasing  and  congeoi^ 
exercise,  in  overcoming  those  diflBculties  from  which  other 
men  would  have  shrunK.  It  immediately  occurred  to  him, 
that  if  the  enemy's  ships  had  room  to  swing,  there  must  be 
between  them  and  the  shore,  room  for  the  Eng-lish  vessels  to 
anchor.  This  idea  no  sooner  rose  in  his  mind,  than  it  was 
cherished  and  adopted  as  the  main  principle  of  the  plan  of 
his  attack. 

The  wind  was  from  the  N.  W.  and  N.N.  W.    Daring  the 
day,  it  had  blown  rather  fresh  ;  but  as  the  evening  came  on, 
it  nearly  died  away.    The  honour  of  leading  was  assigned 
to  the  Goliah  and  the  Zealous.    Before  the  first  of  these 
ships  had  approached  within  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  van,  thej 
began  to  fire  with  their  starboard  guns,  and,  at  the  sarotf 
time,  the  batteries  also  began  a  cannonade.    This  was  borne 
with  great  coolness  by  the  British  tars,  as  from  the  situation 
of  the  French  fleet,  and  the  shallowness  of  the  water 
around  them,  it  could  not  possibly  be  avoided.  Captain 
Foley,  in  the  Goliah,  soon  changed  the  appearance  of  ibe 
combat,  by  passing  round  the  bow  of  the  enemy's  van,  and 
thus  getting  on  the  inside  of  their  line,  in  which  manoeavre 
he  was  followed  by  the  other  ships  in  the  van  of  the  British 
squadron.    In  doing  this  he  was  compelled  to  go  very  near 
the  edge  of  the  bank,  but  having  succeeded  in  getting  round 
the  enemy,  he  laid  his  ship  alongside  Le  Conquerant,  the 
second  vessel  in  the  line,  and  immediatelv  dropped  anchor. 
Close  after  the  Goliah,  followed  the  Zealous,  w  ho  dropped 
her  anchor  alongside  Le  Guerrier,  the  ship  which  captain 
Foley  had  passed  in  order  to  get  to  Le  Conquerant.  The 
Orion,  Audacious,  and  Theseus,  also  took  their  stations  on 
the  inside  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  immediately  commenced 
a  close  action. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Vanguard,  admiral  Nelson's  ship, 
anchored  on  the  outside  of  the  enemy,  within  half  pistol 
shot  of  Le  Spartiate;  and  by  her  fire,  not  only  did  ^re^ 
damage  to  this  vessel,  but  also  covered  and  protected  the 
advance  of  her  own  comrades,  the  Minotaur,  Defence, 
Bellerophon,  Majestic,  Swiftsure,  and  Alexander,  which 
came  up  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named.  As  all  the 
vessels,  when  they  took  their  stations,  anchored  by  the  stern* 
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line  became  io  varied  from  van  to  rmt^  The  Gulloden, 
cttptmin  Trowbridge,  wM  not  so  fortimate.  In  his  AozieCT 
to  fgrnin  his  station  on  the  van  of  the  «iemy*8  lioe»  he  grounded 

on  the  tail  of  a  shoal,  which  run  oat  in  a  Dorth-west  direction 
from  the  island^  on  which  the  French  batteries  were  erected  | 
every  effort  was  made  to  get  the  ship  oif,  bat  without  effect^ 

while  the  engagement  continued  $  and  it  was  not  till  the 
morning  of  toe  2dp  that  this  was  accompIiBli  1,  after  having 
lost  bermdder,  and  harittg  received  considerable  damage  in 
alh«r  re^>ects. 

Boon  after  the  battle  became  general,  tlie  son  sets  tuoAf 
«B  ia  the  case  in  those  latitadesy  darkness  spread  over  the 
SM  and  land ;  thin  darkness  was,  however,  most  awfully 
imiioved  at  intervals,  by  the  fire  of  the  hostile  fleets*  At 
those  timest  the  hemisphere  was  iliaminated,  as  if  the  most 
vivid  lightning  had  burst  throngh  the  clouds. 

About  nine  o*clock«  the  enemy's  van,  as  far  as  the  fourth 
ihqi,  had  ^surrendered ;  a  few  mmutes  after,  a  fire  was  dis^ 
(?orered  on  board  the  centre  ship  of  the  enemy,  L^Orient^ 
which  spread  with  such  riupidity,  that  she  was  soon  in  a  com- 
plete blase.  As  soon  as  this  circumstance  was  made  known 
to  admiral  Nelson,  he  immediately  came  from  below,  whither 
he  had  retired,  in  conseouence  of  a  severe  wound  he  had  re* 
ceived  oo  the  head,  and  gave  orders  that  the  boats  of  the 
Yanguard  should  be  hoisted  out,  to  endeavour  to  save  the 
crew ;  the  same  humane  measure  was  adopted  by  several 
other  of  the  British  ships,  which  savoJ  the  lives  of  upwards 
of  seventy  men.  L' Orient  continued  burning  till  ten 
o*clock,  when  she  blew  up  with  a  most  appalling  and  treroen- 
dous  explosion.  For  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  as  if  by 
ccmimon  con-ent,  all  was  silent  .is  death.  The  rna^^ts  and 
rigging  of  L' Orient,  fell  in  all  directioTr«,  and  exposed  the 
surrounding^  ships  to  ^reat  dnn  j'er  ;  fortunately,  iiowever, 
none  of  them  suffered  the  lenst  damage. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the  explosion,  the  cannonade  was 
renewed,  and  continued  at  intervals,  till  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  When  day  broke,  it  was  ascertained,  that  the 
greatest  |  irt  of  the  French  van  were  dismasted,  and  had 
struck,  L  French  frigate  was  scon  going  down,  and  thr* 
Bellerophon  was  at  anchor,  some  miles  to  the  e.i^t\N  ard, 
without  a  single  mast  standing.  Part  of  the  centre  and 
Ti-ar  of  the  enemy  were  still  unconquered ;  and  ai^ainst 
them,  such  of  the  British  shi}>>  as  were  least  damaged  pro- 
ceeded ;  this  caused  the  actioa  to  be  partially  rune  wed  |  but 
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it  wm  wmm  terminated  hr  the  surrender  of  L*HetireQX«  orf 
Merc««^  aad  tit  dinMliDg  of  Le  TomiaM.  Oiihtm 
of  ^  reir  were  m  a  conation  to  efieci  tbcir  CKap« ;  tliM 
were  Lae  GaiUannje  Tell,  and  Oeoereux;  Le  ToBc^eoB 
twiesfMred  to  fi^low  tbatr  example,  but  being  badlT 
MMRVTCiiy  siM  ram  ^  sli^re^  and  was  set  fire  to  bj  her 
criir.  Two  tVi^tes  also  escaped.  La  Diane  and  La  Jus- 
tice. None  of  the  British  were  in  a  condition  to  pursue 
them  bat  the  Zealous;  this  she  did  for  a  short  timf^  but 
findin^r  that  thontrh  .r;i!ned  on  them,  none  were  comiDg 
up  to  support  her,  'he  a^liTiiral  cal'eii  her  back  by  ^i^rab 

Onlv  one  ship  ot  -he  French  line  ot*  battle  s}:^*p<  remai:  ^^1 
u!3c«^nquered»  Le  Toi^nan: ;  she  was  entirely  di-ti^..i^tr<b  and 
had  driven  Tery  c  n:i:'LTably  to  leeward.    Un  bersurr^  ndfr 
b*:!-"^  demar.''e<L  her  ojipcjiia  prnmi>-^  '  *o  comply,  pro\  ;<it  J 
hiis  crew.  Avhieh  he  said  amnunteti  to  tifteen  hur;drt-d.  were 
'•^^nz  ro   Fr;ince.      He  was  toid  that  he  mu-t  .?urreoder 
uncon  ii*:'  r.j.uy  ;  an*!  as  he  still  kept  his  flag  riyicg,  on  the 
mormng  ot  the  3d  of  August,  the  The^ens  and  Leandfr 
were  ordered  to  ^it^ack  him»  but  on  the  approach  of  the 
former,  the  dag  or  truce  was  hols{«^-il.    At  the  commence- 
ment of  this  actif  n,  the  French  tieet  consisted  of  thirteen 
sail  of  the  lire,  and  r  >ur  tri urates,  hav ![)'_:  on  b«xa-d  twelve 
hundred  'Z^n-^^  and  hetweeu  ten  and  tleven  rhotjsand  men. 
Of  the  ships  ^^t'  the  line,  nine  •^ail  were  taken,  two  wt-re  humtd, 
and  two  eir'ecte^l  ihtir  escape :  one  or' the  fritrates  ^i.     siirk. as- 
other  'A  xs  bara^eti,  and  two  escapetl.  Bv:?ide!S  admiral  Bruey;^ 
two  othtr  admirals  and  three  captains  were  «lain.  The  lo-s  of 
the  French  on  the  whole  tra?  otimated  at  bttween  st  ven  iDti 
eight  thousand  men;  buithe  woundoil  andnrisonerv  were  irivea 
up,  on  con<iition  that  they  fhonid  not  &rbt  against  Kn^rlaikl, 
till  ther  were  re«rularlT  exchan«red.    The  British  fleet  cm^ 
si-Tt-*!.  at  the  romniencemont  ot'  the  action,  ot*  ihint.-en  ^ail 
of  ihe  line  and  a  nr':y-«mn  ship,  cajryinu"  in  n\l  a  thou<irjl 
guns,  and  having  '^n  board  ei«?ht  thousand  mtrn  ;  of  thtsi^ 
the  killed  an*!  w..  un»ieti  amounttd  to  nine  hundred.  Aimwi^ 
the  former,  was  captain  Westcott  of  the  .Maj».'>tic,  wh«» 
greatly  and  deservedly  lamented  ;  his  own  merit,  which 
had  alwavH  been  con«picu'^us,  had  been  the  sole  caaoeofbii 
rising  to  the  r^uk  w  hich  he  held  at  the  time  of  bi^  ilcalh. 

The  battle  was  fought  clod^e  to  the  sh<  »rtSf»Qf  Kir^^i,  w  Licb 
were  crowde<i  w  ith  a«tnTii«he«1  and  an\ion»sp€H:taton.  The 
wing  of  the  French  -."i.iV  at  Kosetia,  thoTii:h  at  thtr  •listano? 
•Hirtj  miles  froin  AU>ukir,  were  enabled       the  Wp  vf 


Digitized  by  Cov  - 


fIMB  Of  ACU  IT  lOONAPAETB, 


fjbmt§^  to  gain  a  oo^fused  and  imperfect  sight  of  what  was 
goiog  on ;  and  their  anxietj  was  greal,  lineet  if  their  ileel 
were  dofiwited  and  destroyed,  all  hopes  were  cut  off  of  re* 
mtbrciiMotty'or  of  being  able  to  return  to  their  native  land, 
ia  mm  they  should  not  succeed  in  their  conquest  of  Egypt. 
Whm  the  esplo«io»  of  Orieat  took  place,  the  earth  uiook 
even  to  the  (Hstaooe  of  liosetta.  As  the  battle  terminated 
doriiig  tile  darkn«Mof  the  night,  the  French  on  shore  would 
hare  remirfaod  for  soma  hours  ignorant  of  the  issue,  had  not 
the  shcMrts  aad  the  aotkms  of  the  Arabs  too  iiaeqiiiiTocaUy 
jKNBled  it  oat  to  them;  for  these  people^  either  sincerely  and 
realty  hostik  to  thsir  inyaders,  or  disposed  to  take  part  with 
the  caoqussoffs,  whether  British  or  French,  e<Nnmitted  every 
eotrage  on  sneiiof  the  bitter  as  fell  into  their  hands,  in  their 
eodeafotirs  to  escape  on  shore  from  their  oaptared  and 
hvning  sliips. 

It  is  Imjposslble  ta  dsscrfte  the  enUation  and  joy  which 
were  Twaatfrsted  on  erery  British  countenance,  when  the  in- 
telligence of  this  victory  reached  England.  Nelson  was 
raised  to  the  peerage,  and  he  and  his  officers  loaded  with 
iioiiours  and  rewards. 

The  Leander,  which  was  sent  home  witli  the  despatches 
of  the  victory  of  the  Nile,  fell  in  with  :i  1  rench  ship  of 
soperior  force,  an*!  being  in  some  degree  damaged,  and  her 
nripk  ment  of  men  diminished  durini^  the  late  action,  she 
was  cornptHed  to  surrender  after  <a  eMllant  resistance. 

SevfTiil  combats  between  small  s«[uadruns  and  hotworn 
Tii^'le  ships,  occurred  in  this  TCar,  in  which  the  iingliah 
superiority  was  fully  maintained. 

During  the  year  1799,  no  naval  action,  on  a  large  «i<^nle, 
or  of  very  important  conseauences,  occurred  A  1  Uitch 
deet  of  twelvL'  ««ajl,  inteiidea  by  France  tu  Ih'  employed 
'!'i'?iin«t  Knq-land,  was  taken  possession  of  l>y  our  squadron, 
iiiider  admiral  Mitchell,  in  the  name  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
who,  of  muaep  did  not  acknowledge  the  Ifrench  uaur- 
patioQ. 

i 

SiKOE  OF  Acu  BY  Buoif  AFARTB. — This  year  was  cele- 
brated for  the  siege  o#  Acre,  a  Syrian  fortress  under  the 
domtaiooaf  the  fiultaoyaiid  which  ^nned  an  obstacle  to  tlie 
&rther  pregiees  of  Bnon^parte's  conquests  in  that  quarter. 

Of  mefomantic  adf  eiiluiee  attending  Sir  Sidney  Smith's 
imfe  from  the  French  prisoni,  we  aliaU  hare  oecasion  n  ^lin 
to  speak.  Oo  hmxiogot  Booaaparte'e  prepentione  for  the 
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siege  of  St.  Jean  d* Acre, be  determined  to  oppose  himself  per- 
sonallv  to  thf^  aUempt.  Hcacconling'lT  proct'e<J€<ito  ihe  o'^i 
of  Syria,  and  on  tbe  11th  of  March,  arrived  ^>efore  CaipLa, 
By  being  very  exprditious  and  active,  he  succee<led  in  si- 
ting the  start  of  the  enemy  by  two  days,  which  he  empiojed 
ia  making  preparations  for  the  defence  of  Acre.  Aithoogh 
this  place  was  neither  by  nature  nor  art  strong,  Baooa. 
part  o  f  ager  to  reduce  it  with  tbe  leant  passible  d«l«j»faei 
ordered  round  hetkry  oannon,  ammtinition,  platforms,  lod 
other  articles  necessary  for  the  siege,  on  board  of  tbe  Fx«ncii 
fiotOU.  This  flotilla  Sir  Sidney  Smith  took  HMMra  te 
intercept,  and  on  the  16th  of  Much  he  e^itiired  the  wIh>W 
of  thorn,  off  Cape  Curmel:  the  artUlerr  were  tmnMidlitilj 
landed,  and  mounted  on  the  ramparts  ox  Acre. 

Tbe  Frenchf  however,  beiDg  faToared  by  tbe  natnre  of 
the  ground,  were  enabled  to  carrj  tbeir  trenoiee  within  half 
a  musket-^ot  of  tbe  ditcb ;  ana  on  tbe  90tli  of  Mareh, 
bavinff  effected  a  breach  in  tbe  walli  tbej  eDdeaTouied  t» 
take  the  town  b j  aasault.  Tber  were  repulsed  witb  dnad* 
fill  lees,  tbe  ditches  bang  absolntetr  filled  with  their  iml 
bodiesv  Nine  several  times  did  ^^uonaparte  atteaopt  is 
storm  Acre»  each  time  witb  increased  vigour  and  obrtinarf, 
and  each  time  lie  was  repulsed  with  dradfol  loas*  JAfm 
mean  while,  tbe  garrison,  instructed  and  enoonraffed  bj  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  made  frequent  sorties,  wUcb  kept  U)e  Freadb 
on  the  defensive,  and  impeded  the  construction  of  their  ' 
covering  works.  No  relaxation  was  perm  it  toil  o  either 
side,  except  what  was  unavoidably  producecl  by  exce>siTt 
fatiirue.  Buonaparte  seemed  rtsulutclv  bent  ori  carnririf 
the  place,  as  Sir  ^Sidney  Smith  was  on  preserving  and  defew?- 
ing  it.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that,  independently  of 
considerations  ot  tlie  immense  importance  of  Acre,  the  rivil 
chiel's  were  inHamed  by  personal  motives  of  hati  t-d  and  glorr. 
On  the  7th  of  May,  after  the  town  had  been  besieir'nl  lirtv-  | 
one  days,  a  reinforcement  to  the  liritbh  appeai vd  in  s-iiffet, 
un  KT  the  command  of  Hassan  Bey;  and  nearly  at  the  5Aid? 
time,  BuonapartL'  \\  as  encouraged  and  .strengthened  b j  tbs 
arrival  of  a  fleet  ot'  eorvettL'>  and  transports. 

As  Buonaparte's  reinforcement  landevl  before  Hassan  Bey 
actually  reached  Acre,  be  resolved  to  make  one  more  de^^- 
rate  eftbrt  to  gain  immediate  possession  of  it;  their  success 
was  partial  and  temjuaarv.  At  day-light,  on  the  moming 
of  thf  Hth  of  May,  the  French  colours  were  discovered  on 
tht^  outer  angle  of  the  tower.   The  satire  trocfs  were 
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alarmeil  and  discouraged :  at  this  critical  moment,  Hassan 
Bey's  troops  were  seen  in  the  boats,  having  just  begun  to 
disembark.  No  time  was  to  be  lost;  the  safety  of  the  place 
depended  entirely  upon  tliC  decisive  courage  of  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  lie  therefore  landed  the  boats  at  the  Mole^  and 
headed  the  crews  armed  with  pikes,  up  to  the  breach;  he 
thus  rallied  the  fugitive  and  terrified  Turks,  and  supported 
the  few  brave  men  of  that  nation  who  were  still  defending 
the  breach.  The  French,  apprehensive  that  the  prise  would 
be  snatched  from  them  just  as  the/bad  gained  possession  of 
it,  ad  v  iucud  in  great  numbers:  the  rains  of  the  wall  served 
as  a  brea5t«work  for  both  parties,  and  so  close  did  they 
approach,  that  the  muzzles  of  their  ffons  touched  one  another, 
and  their  spear-heads  were  lockedtogether.  After  a  most 
dreadful  contest,  in  which  the  Turks,  animated  hj  the  pre- 
sence  and  example  of  the  British,  behaved  with  wondmul 
steadiness  and  courage;  Sir  Sidney  proposed  that  a  sallj 
s'hould  be  made;  aoocnramgly,  the  gates  were  opened  and  the 
Turks  rushed  out,  but  though  they  were  a  match  for  the 
French  while  behind  their  entrenchments,  they  were  inferior 
to  them  without  the  walls,  and  they  were  driven  badi  to  the 
town  with  great  loss. 

At  this  moment,  Buonaparte,  surrounded  by  his  generals 
and  aides-de-camp,  was  eoospiouously  distinguished  on  a 
mount  called  fficaard  Omur  De  Lion.  His  officers  fbrmed 
a  seroidrde^  in  the  centre  of  which  he  stood.  It  was  soon 
apparent,  from  h»  moveipents,  that  he  had  by  no  means 
abandoned  the  idea  of  gaining  nossesaion  of  Acre ;  another 
assault,  if  posmhle  more  dreadful  and  determined  than  any  of 
the  fofmer,  was  anticipated  and  prepu'dl  for.  The  pacha 
was  resolved  to  adopt  the  Turkish  mode  of  warfare,  by 
admitting  the  enemy  into  Ae  hreach  and  then  cutting  them 
off.  The  French  mounted  the  hreach  unmolested,  and  con- 
ceiving that  the  garrison  were  incapable  or  un  willingto  offer 
tether  resistance,  they  proceeded  with  too  little  caution. 
Scarcely  had  thej  descended  into  the  pacha's  garden,  when 
a  great  part  of  them  were  attacked  and  destroyed,  and  the 
ranainder  compelled  to  seek  th«r  safety  in  a  precifntate 
retreat 

Buonaparte,  utterly  foiled  in  ftgfat,  endeavoured  to  gain 
the  town  by  a  stratagem ;  here,  however,  he  was  again  dis* 
appointed,  and  only  reaped  fresh  chagrin.  During  the 
whole  of  this  siege,  be  manifested  more  impatience  than  is 
consistent  with  our  idea  of  a  truly  g^eat  man  ;  and  his 
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determination  to  conquer  the  town  stetn(d  t 
proportion  as  the  probability  of  con<^ucst  lessened.  At  u^t, 
nis  gren:uliei*s  refused  to  mount  the  breach  a  jain  ;  aud,  ol 
the  night  between  the  20th  and  21st  of  May,  after  a  si^e 
of  sixty  days,  he  wa«  compelled  to  retreat.  Part  of  his 
artillery  were  put  nn  board  the  country  biiip9,tobe  eonvejtd 
with  the  woiuvlnl  men  to  Egypt,  but  Sir  Sidnej  Smith 
touk  elleciual  measures  to  capture  the  whole  of  them.  Th« 
humanity  of  Sir  Sidney  on  this  occasion,  cnuld  only  be 
e«]nalle<l  by  the  bravery  he  di-|'l.iyed  ai  the  (let\  nc#  of  Aer^ 
ftud  drew  expresaiona  of  gratitude  eveo  from  ihg  amaj* 

The  power  of  the  French  was  now  so  mueh  humbled 
teai  that  we  may  not  expect  to  hud  any  great  naval  en^ige* 
ments  until  time  should  have  elapsed,  sufficiaot  to  enaole 
them  to  reoruit  their  tieets.  AccordiBgW,  the  year  1800  k 
nearly  barren  of  naval  events.  Genoa»  ifoulon,  Alexandriay 
Oadis»  Fiofihing,  Malta»and  Belleide^wm  blockaded  neark 
at  the  same  time  hj  British  fleets  or  cmiam.  Thb  wiiais 
coast  of  Eiupop^  from  HolUnd  to  the  ntriijij  <^  t  ihi 
Mediterranean,  was  thus  held  in  obook  by  the  navj  oC  S^b^ 
land  ;  and  terror  was  inspired  into  oar  enemies  bj  tboiiaMl 
of  St.  Vincent,  Nelson,  omitby  and  Mitchell. 

Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  having  beeo  informed  tbet  a  sik^ 
of  war,  and  a  large  convoy  of  the  enemy»  wero  lying  witbiB  tas 
island  of  Normontierf  destined  for  the  fleet  at  Brest,  resstf  el 
to  attempt  ihdir  destmctiQn.  Oe|itain  Martui  was  appoiilsl 
to  heed  thie  enterprise.  As  tbe  eneoij  nevv  eencewri 
themselTes  free  flrain  danger,  while  there  was  a  bare  p€» 
bility  of  the  British  seamen  getting  at  ibem,  ihej  hM  nadi 
every  mesne  in  their  povver  to  defend  and  protect  thsM 
vessels— they  were  lying  witUn  the  aande  in  Boomeuf  Bs^ 
moored  in  a  strong  position,  under  the  protection  of  six 
heavy  batteries,  besides  flanking  guns,  on  every  projecting 
point.  The  boats,  destined  for  the  attack,  wor^  l«>rp.L^J  into 
three  divihiuns,  and  the  whole  plan  was  arraui:^-t^  1  vs  ith  j:r^ 
judgment  and  skill.  To  lieutenant  ImuLl-  was  ^.utrusttd 
the  iiaaiediiite  command  of  the  boats,  which  were  sent  fioni 
the  B^isguard,  souii  after  it  beearne  dark.  By  midnight, 
they  reached  their  destination,  immediately  boai'dtxl^  and, 
after  experiencing  a  formidable  resistance,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  po5«es«iun  of  the  ship  of  war,  four  armed  vess^l5, 
and  fit'tet.'n  merchantmen,  but  as  they  found  it  imprmrtioabk 
to  bring  them  out,  the  whole  wtte  burned.   Xlie  wet 
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arduous  and  (lan  j-crnu-^  part  of  the  enterprise  was  still  to  be 
performed :  it  h;is  In  cn  already  stated,  that  the  enemy's 
vessels  were  Wing  within  the  island,  and  very  near  tin?  sands; 
before  the  boats  could  get  out  into  deep  water,  the  tide  fell, 
and  they  gTounde<i ;  in  less  than  ten  minutes  they  were  left 
completely  dry.  In  this  situation,  they  were  exposed  to  a 
continued  lire  from  the  forts,  and  besides  this,  a  body  of  four 
hundrevl  soldiers  drew  up  in  their  rear,  and  fired  on  them 
with  great  effect.  In  this  critical  state  of  their  affairs,  they 
resolved  to  make  an  attempt  singular  and  daring.  They 
resolved  to  make  an  attack  on  some  other  vessels  of  the 
enemy,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  one  sufficiently  large  to 
earry  off  the  wnole  party,  as  there  was  no  chance  of  their 
Bticceeding  in  getting  off  all  their  own  boats.  They  accord- 
ingly,  d^erting  their  boats,  set  out  on  thb  enterprise,  and 
wceooded  Id  gaining  possessioD  of  a  resael  suited  for  thmr 
purpose;  bat  thia  Yttm  lay  on  the  opponta  side  of  tbe  bay^ 
and  before  she  oonld  be  of  service  to  tnem,  it  was  neesssary 
to  drag  her  upwards  of  two  miles  over  the  sands;  this,  too» 
with  great  intrepidttj}  esertioD,  and  strength,  they  aooom- 
plished;  bat,  hwrn  she  was  lAoat,  th^  were  op  to  their 
sedn  in  the  water.  Having  secured  the  veeMl,  they 
procseded  on  board  the  Ftsgnara.  On  this  enterprise,  seven 
oflloers,  deven  potty  oAoers,  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
esamen,  and  stxty-one  marines,  were  employed ;  of  these,  one 
handred  secored  their  retreat,  and  Ibar  officers  and  eighty- 
eight  men  were  made  prisoners. 

Oaptatn'lfilne,  of  the  Seine,  a  frigate  of  forty-two  guns, 
was  enusin^  off  St.  Ddmingo,  when  a  Urge  ship,  standing 
to  the  northward,  was  observed,  i^iparentl^  intending  to 
naes  throngh  the  Mona  passage.  Chase  was  mstantlv  given ; 
oat  it  was  near  midnight  before  aqptain  Milne  ooufd  oring 
her  to  action,  and  that  not  dosely.  It  was  resomed,  how- 
ever, by  brsidc  of  dav.  The  batUe  raged  with  great  vio- 
lence fbr  an  hoar  and  a  half;  and,  by  thiit  time  so  powerfbl 
and  well«directed  had  been  the  fire  of  the  Seine,  that  tlie 
enemy  had  lost  her  fore*mast,  misen-mast,  and  main-top- 
mast, all  of  which  (idling  on  board,  created  great  concision. 
It  vras,  therefore,  necessary,  when  she  had  determined  to  snr- 
render,  for  an  officer  to  come  oat  on  the  end  of  the  bowsprit) 
fbr  from  no  other  part  of  the  ship  could  he  have  been  seen, 
and  to  deelare,  that  she  had  strack  to  the  Brit  ish  flag.  When 
she  was  taken  possession  of,  she  was  foond  to  be  the  Ven- 
geance^ monnting  twenty-eight  eighteen  pounders,  on  the 
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wmtn^deAi  ozteai  twdve  pounden*  and  eight  ferty-twy 
poander  camnades  on  ber  qyartcr-dedc  and  forecastle,  wkh 
ahiflifig  guns  on  the  main  and  ooartcr-dedn.  Al  the  oocn* 
meneeflMntoCtlieactioDyflliebadon  board  four  hundred  and 
fift  j-three  BMn»of  whidi  number,  when  she  was  taken*  tlM» 
were  Ibvnd  oalj  two  hundred  and  ninety-one.  On  board  of 
the  Seme»  one  eAcer,  and  twdre  men  were  killed,  and  three 
offieeri  and  twentj-eci  wounded, 

Earlj  in  the  month  of  January,  the  Amity,  a  pOot  boali, 
betoagiDg  to  Bembridge,  was  on  the  look  out  for  shipg.  The 
day  was  extremdy  h&stj,  so  that  a  larger  priTateer  of  tba 
enemy,  was  nearly  doee  upoa  them,  before  they  pereeirad 
her.  Little  or  no  dianoe  of  escape  presented  itsmf  to  the 
master  of  the  pifet  boat,  since  the  enemy  was  rowing  with 
thirteen  oars  on  each  side^  and  there  was  little  or  no  wind; 
as  she  was  fosi  approaching  to  the  Amity,  there  was  no 
aiteraathre,  hat  to  leave  bar  to  her  fote,  and  endeaToar  to 
get  in  a  smali  boAt,  whidi  was  Ivixu^  alongside.  The  winie 
crew  of  the  Amity  condsted  of  the  master,  a  mao,  and  a 
bo^,  named  James  WaUis.  As  soon  as  the  two  t  raier 
bad  got  into  the  boat,  thej  desired  the  boy  to  quit  *  Amity 
and  foQow  tliera :  bat  he  braTcly  answered,  he  would  remain 
bj  the  \  e>>^'l,  whaterer  n^fffat  be  the  oonseqnenee.  So  cool 
and  ciet^mined  was  he,  that  no  persua-ions  could  induce 
htm  to  alter  hl>  mind;  he  merely  desired  that  they  woaU 
take  charge  of  his  watdi,  and  of  the  little  money  he  bad,  and 

S>e  them  to  his  father;  this,  they  promised  to  do,  and  left 
m  to  his  late.  The  privateer,  at  this  time,  was  onk  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  and  was  approaching  Tery  FspidJ?. 
In  a  few  minutes  af^er  the  captain  and  the  other  man  had 
left  the  pilot  boat,  the  enemv  ran  up  under  her  lee-qosHar, 
with  an  intention  to  grapple  her;  but  jast  as  tbey  were  is 
the  act  of  throwing  their  granpling-line,  the  boy,  aware  «f 
their  design,  put  the  helm  of  the  boat  down  and  tacked;  Si 
the  j^rivateor  had  lowered  part  of  her  sails,  while  in  the  ad 
of  cmpphn.:  the  pilot  boat,  hy  this  manoeuvre,  the  bo?  wis 
eiiahltni  to  make  head  way  from  her,  before  the  enemv  faaii 
time  to  resume  his  ct)tirsc;  they  imtnediately  began  to  fire 
small  arms  and  swivels  at  him,  but  \n  iUjout  cTrect.  As 
soon  a?  the  hoy  piTceived  that  th*  y  ^vcre  as^ain  appruachiog 
him,  he  tacked  a:^'ain  and  weathered  them  alK^ut  the  Itfi^th 
ot*  the  luiTg'er;  the  privateer,  on  this,  wa?  also  obMi^'i\l  to 
lack,  sailing  in  the  wake  of  the  boat.  The  bo^v  con-t.iiif]y 
followed  the  plan  of  tacking  every  tim^  ihe  lugger  set  her 
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mils;  and  this  was  repeated  sixteen  or  seventeen  times;  tbu 
ffistAOce  between  them  was  seldom  more  than  thirty  yartls ; 
and  though,  at  this  short  distance,  the  privatLur  kept  up  a 
regular  and  constant  fire,  she  did  not  succeed,  cither  in 
woanding  the  boy,  or  in  damaging  the  rigging  or  hull  of  the 
pilot  boat.    For  two  hours,  these  nianopuvres  were  carried 
on:  and,  about  the  end  of  that  time,  a  i'\-^.'4\  breeze  happily 
sprung  up;  the  pilot  huat  had  then  gained  about  a  cable  s 
le^ng^th  of  the  privateer,  which,  observing  no  cliance  of  suc- 
cess, after  firintr  all  her  fire-arms  and  swivels,  bore  up  and 
left  her.    The  c<  tolnes>,  firmness,  and  jtresence  of  rnlnd  of  this 
boy,  cannot  1>l*  tuo  much  applauded;  left  by  himself,  with  no 
person  eithrr  to  counsel  or  assist  him,  obliged  alone  to 
manatee  the  helm  and  tho  ^sails,  while,  at  the  same  fimo,  his 
attention  was  necessarily  calli  il  oti,  almost  every  minute,  to 
watrh  the  motions  of  the  enemv,  he  succeeded  in  savinyf  the 
pilot  boat,  and  in  bathing  all  the  manaaivres  of  a  fast  sailin^^ 
▼cs«el,  tully  manned,  and  seriously  bent  on  his  capture. 

Another  exploit  which  we  have  to  record,  possesses  the 
character  of  haroism,  in  a  very  uncommon  degree.  The 
Viper  cutter,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Coghlan,  was  em- 
jiijed  to  watch  Port  Louis;  while  engaged  on  this  servlcei 
•everal  of  the  enemy^s  vessels  were  observed  in  the  harbour  ; 
tkese^  lieutenant  Goghlan  thought  he  could  succeed  in 
boarding.    The  enterprise  was  not  only  one  of  a  most 
aiduous,  but  also  of  a  most  dangerrui  -  nature ;  but>  having 
obtained  permission  of  Sir  Edward  FeUew^  the  commanding 
offioeTi  and  bdng  joined  by  twenty  men^  who  Tolunteered 
tbeir  senrices,  in  two  boats,  he  set  out»  resolved  to  Cloture  a 
mo-brig,  mounting  three  long  twenty-four  {founders  and 
RNir  six  pounders ;  she  was  fuU  of  men,  and  lying  at  anchor 
with  ipnngs  on  her  cables.   The  harbour  of  JPort-Louis 
was  extremely  difficult  of  access,  on  account  of  the  intri* 
imcy  of  the  navigation ;  three  batteries  were  within  pistoU 
shot  of  the  gun-brig,  and  a  seventy-four  Run  shin  and  two 
frigates  were  scarcely  a  mile  distant  from  her.    The  enemy 
were  soon  apprised  of  the  object  of  the  attack;  this,  how- 
ever, did  not  discourage  lieutenant  Ooghlan ;  nor  yet  the 
circnn.^tance  of  the  l»oat  in  which  he  was,  having  gained 
grtrailv  the  start  of  the  other,  and  being  in  fact,  almost  close 
alongside  of  the  eun-briir,  ^vhilo  their  companion  was  at  a 
eonsiderahlp  distance.     Li  iitciiaut  Coghlan  w  i  ll  kiic  w  how 
much  depended  upon  in>taiit  and  firm  action  ;  hut,  unfor- 
tuaately,  as  it  was  stiil  dai-k,  in  attempting  to  board,  he  gut 
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epiangled  in  a  net,  which  was  bung  tip  to  diy^  mad  hem^ 
pmoad  tlunnil^  the  thigh  with  a  pike,  he,  and  sereral  athm 
men  were  knocked  back  into  the  boat.  Th«ir  arioVflMnr* 
«ver,  was  not  to  be  checked;  liMiliiigtkabiMit  fitrth^ abends 
they  again  boarded ;  their  opponents  oooeisted  ci  eighty- 
seTen  menf  sizteen  of  whom  were  aoldien.  The  coataet  mm 
obttinate  and  bloody*  rather  than  kmg.  Noting  oeidd 
withstand  lieotenant  Ooghlaa;  he  snooeedod  in  bringing  off 
his  prise,  notwithstanding  the  ire  of  tbo  bafttek^  mi 
sereral  resieU  whbh  anmnd  her*  On^  odo  nan  waa 
killed  and  eight  wounded  m  this  oooasion ;  amoiig  the 
Utter,  were  lintenant  Cogblan*  and  a  niidehi|Maian« 

The  year  1801,  was  the  era  of  the  legislatire  anion 
with  Ireland.  The  first  imperial  parliament  met  on  the  let 
of  January,  and  a  sum  of  about  sixteen  millions  was  voted 
I'ui"  tlx-  :-upi>Uc^  oi  the  navy. 

I'arlly  by  force  and  partly  by  persuasion,  Buotui^orte 
had  influenced  the  northern  powers  to  form  u  hat  was  termed 
the  armed  neutraUty.  It  had  become  iiupu^sible  for  the 
French  to  keep  the  seas,  and  their  only  means  of  obtaintiig 
huj>])Ue8  were  by  mi  aiis  of  neutral  vessels,  who  ma>l  _  u?^  oi 
tlieir  flags  to  cover  provisions  and  anunuiution  intended  lor 
our  enemies.  Thi«^  wa«  resisted  by  Oreat  Bntain,  who 
insisted  on  a  right  to  intercept  the  ciiemy's  supj  lii  -  wherever 
they  could  fail  in  with  them.  Au  opea  ropturo  was  ths 
conspfjiuMico. 

At  this  time,  the  Danish  navv  consisted  of  tweutv-thrve 
sail  of  tbn  line,  many  of  them,  however,  not  in  joofl  rep^r. 
They  bad  al«o  fourteen  frigates  and  eutter-brigs,  moimtisg 
from  twenty  to  forty  gnns ;  seventeen  gun-boats,  each  carry- 
ing twenty.four  guns,  together  with  guard-ships.  ' 
whole  tieet  was  inaifferently  manned,  in  respect  to  mmben, 
though  the  sailors  which  tbsy  had  on  board  were  excelleiit. 

Sweden  had  eighteen  slune  of  the  line,  fourteen  Ixigatei, 
sloops,  and  other  vessels  or  war ;  and  seventj^foor  saSss 
and  flat-bottom  boats,  besides  gun-boats,  tbey  were  afi  weD 
and  fully  mannedf  and  most  of  them  in  good  erdar  and 
repair. 

The  maritime  force  of  Euana  oonasted  of  eightj-tvo 
ux\  of  the  line,  and  nearly  forty  frigates,  besides  gal li^  and 
small  craft.  Sevenl  of  the  ships  of  toe  line  were  t^ally  ualt 
for  service,  and  some  of  them  oeing  at  Archangel,  coold  net 
be  immediately  made  use  of.  In  this  port^and  m  Oronatadt, 
Beret,  and  Petersburgh^  there  were  forty-saren  sail  of  tte 
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liM.   In  Mpeet  to  the  oAom  %od  nm,  tbej  wm  aD  twy  * 
ill  off;  aady  m  tho  &itish  who  oomiiiaiided  Bwny  of  thmy 
wwld      Mi  in  tins       tho  Bttstkn  fleet,  on  the  whole^ 
chough  nnmerieell;  mndi  grsstcr  then  thoM  of  Sweden  end 
l>enmeri^  ocnld  herdly  be  regarded  es  effieientlj  equal  to 


Ae  it  was  enppoeed  tiiat  Copenhagen  would  be  the  flrit 
wftje^  of  Britian  ettnoii,  ev^  preoantion  was  talm  to 
eCiieiigthen  it,  and  the  whole  uland  of  Zealand  and  the 
Soond  wcfe  fortifled,  both  on  the  Swedish  and  DaniiAi 
aidee.  Batteries  were  ereeted  on  the  island  of  Amaefc,  and 
on  the  Sproe  in  the  Bdt,  in  case  the  British  fleet  should 
TeuUire  to  take  that  passage.  Gnns  fbr  redhot  shot  were 
prepared,  and  artiUeij-iaen  were  stationed  in  all  the  batter- 
ies for  the  purpose  offiring  them.- 

The  fleet  wluoh  was  dest  Ined  to  aot  against  this  ibnnidable 
eooMeracj,  oonsieted  of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  four  ftu 
gates,  and  a  great  number  of  bomb-vessels  and  gan«boats, 
Sie  whole  amounting  to  fifty-two  sail.  It  had  on  board  seversl 
regiments  of  marines  and  of  riflemen.  Admiral  Sir  Hyde 
Parker  commanded  it,  and  he  had  under  him  lord  Nelson, 
as  seooiid  in  command. 

Aa  soon  as  this  fleet  arrired  in  the  Cattegaty  the  admiral 
sent  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Cronenburijh,  in  which  he 
demanded  to  be  esplimth  informed  whether  he  would  pormit 
the  ti^  to  pass  that  fortress  in  a  peaoeable  manner:  he 
added,  that  he  should  deem  the  firing  of  the  first  gun  a 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  Denmark.  In  renW  to 
this  letter,  the  governor  stated  that,  as  a  soldior,  he  oould  not 
Bieddle  with  politics;  but  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  permit 
n  fleet,  the  intentions  of  which  were  not  known,  to  approach 
the  gnns  of  the  oastle^  which  he  had  the  honour  to  command. 
Sir  Hyde  Parker  immediately  entered  the  Sound,  keeping 
near  the  Swedish  coast,  from  which  he  received  no  hostiie 
indications,  while  the  fire  from  the  fortress  of  Cronenburgh 
was  distant  and  harmless.  The  fleet  were  neaiiy  four  hours 
in  passing  the  Sound;  after  which,  having  come  to  an  andior 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  citj  of  Copenhagen,  the 
admiral,  in  company  with  Ic^rd  Nelson  Mid  admiral  ChraTes, 
reconnoitred  the  formidable  preparations  which  were  made 
for  defending  it.  These  consist ea  prineipallj  of  an  extensive 
and  very  strong  line  of  shins,  pontons,  gdleys,  fire-ships, 
and  gun-boats,  all  of  whicn  were  ranged  in  the  road  of 
Ckipenhagen.   Near  the  entranoe  to  this  road,  are  two  small 
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talandt  caDed  the  Orowns;  on  those  were  ereoteo  etvon^md 
formidable  batteries,  whidi flanked  and soHMrted  the  Itoeof 
tbips;  on  the  largest  of  theeebatteriesi  were  mounted  osarlj 
fi%  pieoes  of  caniioii.  In  the  inner  road  of  CopcohagMy 
two  ships  of  seventy  gtint  and  a  Urge  frigate  laj ;  while  oa 
the  stftfDoard  side  of  tne  entrance  into  the  arsenju,  two  »xtT- 
four  gun-ships,  without  masts,  were  moored.  After  two 
days  spent  in  examining  those  preparations  for  detoiice,  thf 
Britisli  aduiirais  formiMl  their  plan,  and  came  to  the  n;9oiu* 
tion  of  cominciicing  the  attack  from  the  southwariJ. 

Lord  Nelson  volunteered  his  services  to  lead  the  atuck. 
On  lliL  iiiui  iiing  of  the  2d  of  April,  he  threw  out  the  Mimal; 
the  tieet  immediately  weighed  anehur  and  made  sail.  A.^iLe 
navio-atiun  was  intricate,  the  U^llona  and  llus^el,  two  of 
Nelson's  fleet,  untortunately  took  the  i^^round,  where  they 
were,  however,  of  some  service  in  the  attack.  Thv  Asra* 
uiiii>ii  lint  being  able  to  weather  ihe  shoal,  which  \rf  m. 
tlie  iiudiile  uf  the  entrance,  was  (d)li'_r»^l  anchor.  Astl^f^ 
vessels  were  more  particularly  meant  to  have  acted  ajain-t 
the  crown  batteries,  the  British  line  opposed  t"  them  was 
necessarilv  inadequate  to  the  purpose  for  wdiich  it  w  as  in- 
tended ;  not  stretching  out  so  far  as  to  be  opposed  to  the 
whole  range  of  these  batteries.  The  result  of  this  misfor- 
tune  was,  that  the  Defiance  and  the  Mouarch,  suffered  m 
very  heavy  loss  of  men,  and  exposed  cantain  RioOf  to  wbon 
lord  Nelson  had  assigned  the  oommana  and  direction  of  a 
small  squadroD  of  frigates^  to  a  most  galling  fire^  in  whtoh 
he  lost  his  life. 

Lord  Nelson  had  hoisted  his  flag  on  hoard  of  the  Ejephanfj 
and  nbreast  of  her  were  stationed  the  bomb-vesads ;  die 
gun-boats,  in  the  meantime»  though  every  exertion  waa  umdt 
to  brin^  them  op,  were  unable  to  stem  the  strong  eomiit; 
and  theur  services  were  of  course^  in  a  great  measure  lost. 

A  few  minutes  after  ten  o'dodc,  the  action  commeooed. 
The  Edgar,  commanded  by  ci^itain  George  MnrTmy»  led  the 
van  in  a  very  gallant  style ;  for  upwards  of  four  hoora  and 
a  halfy  the  battle  rtigea  in  a  most  drsadf al  manner.  The 
Danes  fou^t  for  toe  defence  of  their  nadve  land.  In  the 
view  of  their  prince  and  of  their  wives  and  children.  TImbt 
native  eonrage  was  roused  by  the  situalfon  in  wbidb  tlisy 
were  plaoed.  The  British  fought,  animated  by  the  example 
and  presence  of  Nelson ;  and  be  was  able  to  call  from  the 
British  heart  all  the  oourapfe  and  bravery  which  it  coo  tain- 
ed.    When  such  were  the  respective  oppontfuu,  ii  may  well 
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l>e  conceived  what  was  the  nature  of  the  engagement.  At 
the  expiration  of  four  hours  arid  a  half,  the  Danish  fire 
sLackeued,  and  it  was  appai'eut  that  victorj  must  declare  ia 
£avt>ur  of  tlie  British. 

As  soon  lis  lord  Nelsou  iierceived  that  he  had  gained 
A  clenr  and  decided  advantage,  that  the  Danish  fire  was 
dyinir  away,  and  that  most  of  their  ships  and  batteries  were 
in  his  power,  he  desired  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  to  be  brought 
up  on  the  qtiarter  deck,  and  wrote  a  short  note  to  the  Danish 
Authorities,  the  result  of  which  was  an  armisticej  and  the 
secession  of  Denmark  from  the  northern  league. 

Huonaparte*s  favourite  object  at  this  period  was  an  inva- 
tioTk  of  Britain,  for  which  he  made  preparations  upon  a  very 
formidable  scale.  His  ports,  however,  were  still  blockaded 
by  our  fleets ;  and  although  lord  Nelson  failed  in  his  at- 
tempts to  destroj  a  large  iiotiila  of  gun>boats  collected  at 
[Boulogne,  the  wooden  walls  of  old  England"  continued 
efficiently  to  "  gnard  her  native  shores**  from  invaders. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  two  very  severe  actions  were  fought. 
Admiral  Sir  James  Sanmarezy  while  he  was  cruising  off 
Omdu»  received  intelligence  that  three  French  line  of  battle 
diipa  and  a  frigate  were  at  anchor  off  Alffesiras;  he  inme* 
diatrij  made  sail  for  that  place,  determined  to  attack  them  if 
it  were  practicable.  Ab  soon  as  he  came  in  sight  of  the  Bay 
of  Algesiras,  the  enemy  warped  their  ships  close  under  the 
iMttertee.  No  time  was  to  be  lost :  the  Venerable,  captain 
Hood  led  into  the  bay,  and  was  directed  to  pass  the  enemy's 
ships  witbont  coming  to  an  anchor;  the  PompSe  and Anda* 
eious  had,  at  the  same  time,  been  dhrected  to  anchor  abreast  of 
tlie  inner  ship;  the  Ca?sar,  Spencer,  and  Hannibal,  abreast 
of  the  other  ships  and  the  batteries.  These  directions  could 
not  be  strictly  complied  with,  captain  Hood  being  obliged 
to  come  to  anchor,  in  consequence  of  the  wind  faiUng  him. 
The  Pocipee  reached  the  position  which  she  had  been  ordered 
to  occupy,  ami  o]iened  a  well-directed  and  tremendous  fire 
on  the  French  admiral;  the  Cesar  and  2\udaciuui>  also 
bt^aji  the  action.  In  a  short  time  it  became  general  on  })oth 
sidt-s,  the  batteries  not  only  protectmg  the  French  ships,  but 
also  acting  with  Ln>at  t  il'ect  against  ours.  The  Hannibal, 
whicli  bnd  1mm  ii  ninlir  tlio  necesaity  of  coming  to  an  anchor, 
at  soiiif  tli-tcitu  (■  liom  the  scene  of  action,  took  advantage  of 
a  sli^^hi  \)v<j"zr\  :ind  her  commanfler,  captain  Ferris,  deter- 
mined t  i  j  a-s  in  tween  the  i  nemy's  ships  and  the  batti  rie^; 
unlbrtuoateiy  the  depth  oi'  water  was  notsutiicieQti  and  she 
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^onnded  close  under  one  of  the  batteries.  Every  dfbrf 
Was  iiiaHo  to  trot  her  afloat  aLrnin,  hut  it  was  impossible  to 
succeed:  in  i\n^  state  she  mnde  a  raosi  gallant  anddeterrrir'f^^ 
re5i<5tance;  but  as  she  fought  to  irreat  disadvantage,  captiia 
Ferris  was  at  length  reluctantly  compelled  to  strike  his 
colours.  While  tlie  engagement  was  going  on,  the  enoDj 
had  been  continual] j  employed  in  warping  their  ships  pwrrr 
the  shore.  Sir  James  SmumareZf  on  perceiviDg  this,  ordered 
the  cablss  to  be  cut,  being  determined,  if  posaible^  «itb^ 
destroy  or  brmg  them.  off.  The  wind,  however,  faiEaie 
faim,  and  a  itrong  current  opposing  the  attompty  he  fommd,  au 
Us  endeavours  ineffectual.  Id  this  unfortmiate  eotarariM^ 
the  loss  of  the  British  was  very  severe^  one  himdrea  ai^ 
twonty-one  being  killed,  twobnndred  and  forty  wounded^ 
and  fourteen  missing.  The  enemy  acknowledged  that  ^mt 
had  three  bumbed  and  six  killed^  and  one  bnndrad  mai 
eighty-foor  wonnded. 

As  soon  as  the  British  admiral  returned  to  OSmte, 
ererj  exertion  was  made  to  lepair  the  damara  that  dmdibs 
bad  sustained,  and  to  prepare  Aem  again  m  sea.  On  tts 
8th  of  Jnly,  the  admiral  reoeired  intsfiigenee  that  a  Biianiih 
squadron,  consisting  of  five  sail  of  tbe  Ime  and  three  fr^gata^ 
iiad  stood  in  and  ancbored  off  Algedras,  where  they  wm 
soon  afterwards  jmed  by  a  Freneb  ship  of  the  line.  On 
tbe  12tbt  the  governor  of  Gibraltar  informed  the  admiral 
that  he  had  heard  it  was  the  enemy's  intention  to  put  to 
that  evening.  Upon  this,  Sir  James  Saumarez  redoubled 
his  exertions  to  get  bis  fleet  out  ot  the  Mole:  and,  within  a 
few  hours  after,  the  enemy  were  observed  un^ler  sail,  ynth  a 
strong  easterly  wind,  the  whole  British  fleet  was  under 
weigh,  exc^t  tbe  Pompee,  wliich  had  not  time  to  take  in 
her  masts.  At  this  critical  juncture,  the  ci^rmine  spirit  oi 
British  seamen  bruke  forth  in  a  most  cud.-}  icuous  manner: 
several  of  the  ronijiee's  men  concealed  themselves  on  buord 
the  nther  siiips,  in  order  that  they  might  panake  in  the 
battle  :  and  even  mnny  of  those  who  had  e  n  wounded  in 
the  former  en  era  l:  em  en  t,  and  were  still  in  the  bos]"«ital  or 
shore,  hired  a  boat,  went  oil^  and  requested  to  be  taken  on 
board  the  C?e«'^r. 

The  Superb,  captain  Keats,  formed  the  van  ;  he  was 
directed  to  attack  the  sternmost  ships  of  the  enemy,  and,  if 
possible,  to  keep  between  them  and  the  shore,  in  order  that 
there  might  bo  no  possibility  of  their  running  for  their  own 
harbours.    Captain  Keats  obeyed  these  instractiaQS  witb 
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great  ahcrity  ud  akilL  Aboot  ekvMi  o*clock  at  night,  the 
Saperb  waa  abreast  of  a  Spaoiab  tbree-daolcer»  about  three 
Gsftbles'  length  from  hmti  a  treamdous  fire  was  imoiediatdj 

commenced ;  the  shot  of  the  Superb  actually  went  over  the 
enemy,  and  struck  two  other  of  their  ships,  which  were  in  a 
line  abreast  of  her.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
these  ships,  when  the  shuts  struck  them,  began  to  fire  on 
,ic]i  other.  Tlie  Superb  soon  vanquished  her  opponent; 
<-jr,  in  :i  quarter  of  an  hour,  she  was  on  fire  ;  and  shurtly 
aiit;r  wards,  ilrittiiig  dow  n,  she  ran  foul  of  another  ship  to 
Ie**ward,  and  communicated  the  flames  to  her.  As  the  wind 
vv  .i>  blowing  very  fresh  at  this  time,  it  was  impossible  to 
atlurd  any  assistance  to  the  miserable  crews  of  these  vessels ; 
in  tlie  course  of  half  an  hour  they  both  blew  up  ;  each  ship 
mouiUt^d  one  hundred  and  twelve  guns,  and  liad  on  board 
l^wanls  of  twelve  liundred  men,  ail  of  whom  perished. 

Among  ihe  voung  naval  officers  who  distinguished  them- 
selves this  year,  was  lord  Coclirane.     While  cmising  off 
Oropeso,  in  the  Speedy,  in  com{)anY  ^yith  captain  Pulling  in 
the  Kangaroo  sloop  of  war,  they  i^crceived  a  Sjjanish  convoy, 
eonsistiog  of  twelve  vessels,  at  anchor  in  the  I  ay  ;  they  were 
protected  by  a  strong  battery;  but  this  circumstance  only 
mcit^  the  British  sesmen  and  their  commanders  to  the  at- 
tack ;  for  in  the  course  of  this  war,  havine  decisively  proved 
tbeir  superiority  to  their  enemies  at  sea,  tbej  extended  their 
aaibitiUm  to  oonqnerivg  them,  under  still  more  ardnoos  and 
diiieQit  eiresmstaaoea.    Besides  tha  battery^  monliDg 
tmlve  Ruasy  that  ptotacted  these  Tends,  there  was  a 
xsbcN^  of  twenty  gnns^  and  three  gnn-boafts.   The  mode  of 
attack  waa  soon  planned ;  the  two  briffs  aariiorsd  within 
half  goMhot  of  tba  enemj,  aoainsl  whom  they  opened  a 
briakfive.  Inafewhonx^thettreof  the  (^amardsshdn* 
ad;  it  feeUj  and  partially  rannnimanaed»  on  the  i^pimaoh 
and  assistance  of  a  feluooa  of  twelve  gons ;  bat  about  half- 
past  Ibree  in  theafternoea»  the  xebee^  and  two  of  the  gun. 
WasuL   The bitlery  still  eenkiasNd ito  iiit  tin  neariy 
atz  o*oioelit  when  it  also  was  silsnced.   As  soon  as  this  was 
perceived,  the  KangMOO  out  her  caUes,  and  made  dose  to 
it,  upon  which  the  remuning  gun-boats  fled.    No  obstacle 
was  now  in  the  way  of  destronng  or  capturing  part  at 
least  of  the  convoy  ;  for  this  purpose,  the  boats  were  manned, 
and  they  succeeded  in  cutting  out  such  as  were  afloat ;  the 
remainder  were  either  sunk  or  driven  ashure.    The  loss  on 
the  side  of  the  British^  ia  thia  aiXiur^  wa^  veiy  trkling. 
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sImniM  not  be  omitted,  is  h  di». 
of  braTerr  and  prejcace  of  miD<i^ 
of  the  squadron  which  wsls 
to  vatch  Brest  hfbaar,  was  a  pilot,  who  spoke 
y  vdL   He  freyeotlT  requested  the  captain 
otf"  ibe  IcMOftafit^  to  pemk  him  to  go  ashore  oo  the  coast 
€^  Fnmv  that  he  vighi  karn  some  partidilars  respectmg* 
the  Aect  m  Brest.    The  capcatn  w^  at  kcgth  prevailed  «poa 
to  eire  bis  cocikpi.    He  aeoordioelT  went  ashore,  it  hariiHr 
hccB  ptgiitmsiT  agreed  ^fon  that,  'm  a  few  hours,  a  boat 
ibocjd  be  sent  to  hnmg  htm  back.    For  fire  succes&iTe 
Birhis  the  boat  was  seat  to  the  place  appointed,  but  be  was 
there.    Three  dars  more  passed  awraj,  when  he  came 
the  iMmuIhe,  in  a  Fretich  boat  rowed  br  two 
fc-Bowinr  is  his  Barratire: — As  I  was  ippre- 
hepsifethat  I  shoald  be  takca  and  treated  as  a  spj,  I  gareap 
ail  idea  o£  attcHBdnr  to  eet  on  board  in  the  manner  and  at 
the  time  agread  apoiiy  and  came  to  the  resolution  of  hiri^ 
a  boat  to  go  into  Camaret  Bay.    I  aooordinglT  hired  a  boat, 
e  came  near  Camaret  Bay,  I  told  the  men  I  did 
n*.  bat  Ba-theamne  Bar,  which  was  mach 
the  awn  rowed  me  towards  this  place,  azid 
it,  I  again  told  them  I  wished  to  zo  to 
Point  St.  Matthew's,  only  writhin  two  gun  dnts  o?  the 
;  upon  hearing  tbu,  the  men  dew  into  a  riolait 
tint  they  would  take  me  back  to  Brest 
ly  took  a  brace  of  pistols  from  my  pocket,  lad 
at  each  of  them,  exclaimed,  *  I  am  an  Eng&h- 
:  u  yon  do  not  pot  me  on  board  of  my  ship  withont 
delay,!  will  blow  yoor  brains  oat.*   The  Frenchmen  jodged 
it  best  to  comply  with  my  reonest.**  This  man  had  actually 
been  on  board  sereral  of  the  Freodi  ships  of  war,  and  s^Jt 
a  partknlar  and  accurate  account  of  their  force  and  oojadi- 


Soon  after  Mr  Addington  became  prime  minister,  it 
romoured,  that  he  was  much  more  dispose  to  peace  thm 
Mr  Pitt  had  been ;  and  it  was  soon  known,  that  negoda- 
Uons  Were  actually  on  foot  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  From  the  length  of  the  war,  the  great  chai^gei 
which  had  been  prodnoed  in  the  relatire  situation  and  power 
of  the  two  eanalrim»  since  its  commencement;  and  tbt 
rhieh  miKBiti  il  between  them,  the  negociatiom 
|N oil  acted,  and  met  with  many  obstacles.  The 
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trestv,  however,  was  signed  at  AmieDS,  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1802. 

No  war  had  ever  occurred  in  which  this  cotiTitry  had  won 
more  trlory  by  sea,  than  in  the  war  which  was  now  terminated. 
Eightv  sa.il  of  the  line  had  been  captured:  in  America  and 
the  West  Indies,  Tobago,  Martinique,  St.  Lucia,  Ouada- 
loupe,  and  part  of  St.  Domingo,  had  been  taken  from  France: 
Trinidad  from  Spain :  Demerara,  Essequibo,  Surinam, 
Coracoa,  Berbice,  and  St.  Eustatia,  from  the  Dutch:  in  the 
Mmst  Indies,  Pondicherry,  Malacca,  CeyloDi  Ambojna,  and 
Banda,  fell  into  our  poflsession.  In  Africa,  we  had  subdued 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Malta;  while  JSgjpt  had  been 
fiberated  and  restored  to  the  Turks.  Even  tEe  FrenobaDd 
8pani>h  poeaessions  in  Europe  had  for  a  time  confeiaed  our 
raperkurityyaa  TooloDf  Minoroay  and  Coraioa,  bad  been  taken 
posfiession  of. 

Of  all  oar  oompiests,  Cejion  and  Trinidad  alone  were 
TeCained;  the  terms  of  the  peace  were  much  canvassed  and 
Mamed,  espeoiall j  those  by  which  Malta  and  the  C»fe  of 
CkK>d  Hope  were  to  be  given  np. 
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EARL  HOWE.— Richard  Howe,  was  born  in  1725, 
and  was  the  second  son  of  viscount  Howe.  At  the  a^ge  of 
fourteen,  he  was  sent  to  sea.  The  South  Sea  opened  a 
scene  adapted  to  his  daring  and  enterprising  spirit ;  and  be 
embarked,  for  the  first  time,  on  board  the  Severn,  of  fiftj 
guns,  commanded  by  captain  Edward  Legge.  His  first 
voyage  gave  the  young  mariner  no  inconsiderable  idea  of  the 
various  dangers  and  continued  fatigue  both  of  body  and 
mind,  which  were  annexed  to  the  profession  he  had  embraced. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  squadron  off  Terra  del  Fuego,  a  nio«t 
violent  and  continued  tempest  reduced  it  to  the  greatest  dl*-  i 
tress.  The  situation  of  the  Severn  was  particularly  despe- 
rate ;  the  fury  of  raging  and  contrary  winds,  formed  a  set  | 
sufficiently  tremendous  to  strike  the  boldest  hearts  with 
terror. 

Captain  Legge  returned  to  Europe  as  soon  as  his  weak- 
ened and  dispirited  people  had  recovered  a  sufficient  degree 
of  strength  at  Rio  Janeiro,  to  navigate  the  ship.  The  next 
officer  under  whom  our  young  sailor  was  placed,  appears  to 
have  been  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  then  commodore  of  a 
squadron  detached  in  the  month  of  Februarv,  1743,  from 
admiral  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle's  fleet,  to  attempt  tlie  town  of  La 
Guira  on  the  coast  of  Caraccas.  Howe,  who  was  at  thU  i 
time  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  served  on  board  the  Bur- 
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ferdy  eomiaaaded  by  captMn  FnoUm  Loshington,  om  of 
tbe  ofioers  eoimniea  in  the  oapture  of  the  weUJniown  prize, 
the  S«D  JoMf.   The  sqaadrooerriTed  oo  the  Ourftooftcoaat 

on  tbe  18th  of  Febraarj.  Tbe  Borford  raffered  eonslder- 
ablj  in  the  action.  Captiun  Lnshbgton,  having  lost  his 
thigh  by  a  chain-shot,  died  in  two  hours  after  he  was  landed 
ikt  C'uracoa,  on  the  'SSd  of  February,  1742-3. 

During  ;i  cruise  oiT  the  cua&t  of  Scotland  in  1746,  an 
action  took  place,  which  stamped  the  character  of  Howe,  as 
ikQ  able  ami  intrepid  officer.  The  Baltimore,  which  hc»  com- 
manded, in  cooipaay  with  another  armed  vessel,  fell  in  with 
t  AT,  French  frigates,  of  thirty  guns,  crowded  with  troops 
tLud  ainmuuition  for  the  Pretender.  Captain  Howe  imme- 
diately ran  the  Baltimore  between  them,  and  almost  close 
t>n  board  one  of  the  ships.  A  desperate  and  bloody  action 
commenced.  After  tigntin^  with  singular  coolnes!?  and  re- 
solution, he  was  at  length  severely  wounded  hy  a  musket 
ball  in  the  head,  and  carried  off  the  deck,  U)  all  appearance 
dead.  The  anxiety  of  the  crew  for  their  young  hero,  was, 
however,  but  of  short  duration.  With  medical  assistance 
he  soon  discovered  signs  of  life;  and,  during  the  painful 
dressing  of  his  wound,  cheered  and  encouraged  the  ardour 
of  his  men.  Scarcely  was  the  op^ation  finished,  when  he 
tar  again  to  his  poaty  and  was  reodved  with  shouts  of  joj 
by  the  sailors.  The  action  was  now  continued  with  re- 
doiilded  wpiitf  until  the  French  shins  sheered  off,  leaving  the 
Baliinme  to  so  shattered  a  staler  that  she  in  vain  attempted 
to  pursue  them. 

In  1762f  be  was  ordered  to  the  Straits,  in  the  Dolpbb  fH* 
gate,  and  employed  in  many  difficult  services,  wUeh  heexeout- 
ed  with  his  usual  spirit.  In  the  course  of  the  vear  1764tlie 
retnraed  to  England;  and  at  the  beginninfir  of  the  ensuing 
one,  obtained  the  command  of  the  DunkirtK,  of  sut  j  guns, 
one  of  tbe  ships  that  was  commissioned^  in  oonseqnenee  of 
the  apprehended  mpliiTewith  Franoe, 

The  government  of  Oreat  Britain,  ronsed  bj  the  intelU- 
gence  that  a  powerful  armament  was  nreparinff  in  the  ports 
of  Rochefort  and  Brest,  which  was  destined  for  America, 
ordered  a  squadron  to  he  immediately  equipped.  In  the 
meantime  the  French  fleet  set  sail  for  its  place  of  destination, 
and  towards  the  end  of  April,  1755,  admiral  Boscawen  sailed 
in  pursuit  of  it  with  eleven  ships  of  the  line  and  one  frigate. 
The  French  fleet  was  soon  overtaken  and  attacked.  In 
this  action  Uowe,  in  command  of  the  Duuldxk,  came  first 
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akiietide  the  atcrninott  thip,  dia  Aldde^  tt  iwdfe  o*ebNi^  , 
udy  nuliiig  the  etptaio,  deaTcred  his  ordera,thithe  iboiiii  • 
go  immediitelj  vimr  the  English  admiral's  itcni.  MM-  , 
sieur  Hoquart  quftintly  asked  whethsrit  wis  pesos  or  «ir  r  | 

C  aptain  Howe  repeated  his  orders,  and  generonalj  Ofchmirf, 
**  Prepare  for  the  worst,  as  I  expect  erery  mofMBt  a  fljgDl)  • 
from  the  flaj^  ship  to  tire  upon  you,  for  not  bringiDg  IS*  ' 
The  ships  beiiiir  now  close  tog-ether,  captain  Howe  had  as  ' 
oppunuiiiiy  ui"  seeins^  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  laiie?,  | 
were  assembled  on  the  deck.    He  on  this  took  off  hisbaij 
and  told  them  in  French,  that  as  he  presumed  th^^coid^ 
'  have  no  personal  concern  in  the  contest,  lie  heg^*^  tber 
would  leave  the  deck ;  afiliug,  that  he  onlv  waited  ior  their  | 
rctirini:  tu  begin  the  ju  lion.    Captain  ifowe  then,  for  tb-  | 
last  time,  deinaiKlod  that  the  Frenchman  ibhould  go  m»«i?f 
the  English  admiral's  stern.     Monsieur  Hoquart,  sti^ 
vehemently  refusin*?,  wns  infornu  ii  Tliai  the  signal  wi?  for 
to  tMi^M'_re.     IK^  rt'i'lied  w  irli  the  civility  and  .%angJm'S'M 
his  nation,  (Jommtncez,  61/  rous  plait!  to  which  caf'Uifl 
Howe  answered,  S'il  vous  phif,  Mfm.^iei/r.  fie  commencer. 
Orders  to  bcein  the  action  were  given  by  both  nearly  it  the 
same  instant.    After  the  first  broadside,  the  most  dreadhl 
groans  and  screams  were  heard  from  the  Alcide;  every  «i)o: 
of  the  Dunkirk  went  through,  aU  her  guns  bdug  double- 
shoted  with  round  shot .    In  about  half  an  hour  the  Alci^ 
struck  to  the  Dunkirk,  her  infmar  in  rate^  goDs,  ar.d  mc^ 
Captain  Howe,  perceiving  this,  generooslf  eiSciaimed,''Hf 
lads!  they  have  behave  1  like  men,  treat  them  fikoflMsi 
Thna  did  Howe  strike  the  first  blow  of  that  msDonbk 
war.    The  Alcide  had  on  board  nine  hundred  moo,  ckiefij 
land  foreos.    The  general  was  killed.    The  governor  d 
Laoiabourg^andfbur  offioersof  note^  were  taken  priMO>^ 
with  J£d0,000  sterling. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  ci^itMn  Howe  was  bMtij 
awakened  in  the  midale  of  the  night  hj  the  fieotsnsiil  of  ^ 
watch,  who  informed  himi  in  g^rait  afiritatioo,  that  ti^*^ 
was  on  fire  near  the  gun-room.  <<If  Uiat  be  the  csae,"  ^ 
this  resolute  offioer,  rising  losurely  to  put  00  lihdo^ 
«  we  shall  soon  know  it/'  The  lieutenant  flew  book  torn 
scene  of  danger,  and  instantly  returned,  exclsiroing-^^ 
need  not  be  afraid,  Sir,  the  fire  is  extinguished!"  •Aw^ 
exclaimed  captain  Howe,  "  what  do  you  mean  by 

that,  Sir" 

•*  I  never  was  afraid  in  m\  life ami  lookinpr  the  lieottftf* 
foil  in  the  facej  he  added ^  *^  how  does         lid,  Sir.wl* 
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i?  afraid  ?  I  need  not  ask  how  he  looks.**  He  succeeded, 
ua  the  death  of  his  brother,  to  the  Irish  title  ot  lord  Howe, 
and  on  the  23d  of  Autrnst,  1763,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
^»oard  of  admiraitv,  a  >Tdtion  which  he  continued  to  hold 
through  two  commissiouij,  until  the  30th  of  August,  1765. 
He  was  then  made  treasurer  of  the  navy:  and,  on  the  Ifith 
\ji  October,  1770,  when  he  resigned  this  post,  as  well  as  hia 
c#>loneU}iip  of  marine*?,  was  promoted  rear-admiral  of  the 
Mue,  and  commandLir-in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean.  He 
eiLperienceii  no  f.irthcr  a  lvancenKnt  until  the  3ist  of  March, 
1775,  when  he  was  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  white; 
mdf  on  the  general  election,  which  took  place  in  the  same 
tear,  was  chosen  member  for  the  borough  of  Dartmouth. 
On  the  7th  of  December,  1775,  he  was  made  ?ice-admiral 
of  the  blae.  He  was  nominated  oommander-in-cbief  of  the 
tieet  to  be  emplojed  on  the  American  aUlion,  soon  after  his 
promotion  of  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  Having  hoisted  his 
flag  on  board  the  Eagle,  of  siz^^four  guns,  equipped  for 
Urn,  he  nrriTed  off  Halifax  on  the  Ut  of  Jalj,  1776. 
Every  enterprise  in  whieh  the  fleet  was  eonoemedf  was 
unifonnlj  soooeisfiil;  every  undertaking  that  was  proposed 
|n[  thegeocnl  on  shore,  was  warmly  supported  by  the  fleet. 
tW  eonqnest  of  New- York,  of  Rhode  Island,  of  PhikdeU 
pUa,  of  erery  setdement  within  the  fowet  or  reach  of  a 
ntTsl  foroe^  are  irrefragable  proofs  or  his  abilities  and  at- 

tSDtMHL 

On  the  ebange  of  ministry,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1783, 
kvd  Howe  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  peer  of  Oreat 
Britsin,  by  the  title  of  visooont  Howe  of  Langar,  in  the 
ooQiity  of  Kottingham ;  his  patent  bearing  date  the  20th  of 

A|^.  On  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  he  had  been  pre- 
vicmsly  advanced  to  the  rank  of  admiral  of  the  blue.  He 

now  accepted  the  command  of  the  fleet  equipping  for  the 
relief  of  (libraUar,  in  which,  ab  we  have  already  shown,  he 

succeeded. 

Lord  Howe  retumeil  from  this  expedition  in  November, 
1782.  The  cor j Miration  of  London,  in  common  council 
.v'^eiubled,  ordered  an  historical  picture  of  the  siege  and  re- 
lief of  Oiliraltar,  to  be  executed  hy  Mr  Copley,  as  a  testi- 
monial of  respect  to  lord  lleathfield,  the  governor,  and  earl 
lluwe,  commander  of  the  fleet,  as  well  as  the  soldiers  and 
sailors,  for  their  gallant  conduct. 

Peace  was  concluded  aimo.^t  immediately  after  lord 
Uowe's  return,   in  January  1783,  he  was  nonuoated  hrst 
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lor  l  "f  the  a«liuiralrv,  which  office  he  restcned  to  l-»ni 
viseuunt  Keppel  in  April  foUuwiug,  but  again  succeeded  to 
it  in  1  >. M  ember.  In  SeptemHer  17S7,  ho  was  advacc^  t«:» 
be  admiral  of  the  white.  In  July  1788,  he  finally  qur::e«i 
hi*^  station  at  the  atlujiralty  ;  and,  on  the  10th  of  August 
following,  was  created  an  earl  of  Great  Britain,  bj  the  tnk 
of  earl  IFowe. 

On  the  ( ommenccnient  of  the  war  with  Franc£»,  in  1*93, 
he  accepted  liie  arflnoii«  command  i  f  the  western  squadron. 
Powers,  such  as  have  been  seldom  delegated  to  any  coin* 
mander-in-chief,  were  wisely  entrasted  to  his  pmdiooi. 
By  the  short  cruises  which  he  made,  the  fleet  was  Dtm 
obliged  to  remain  kmg  in  harbour  to  rofit,  bat  was  coo- 
staotly  ready  to  oogigo  the  cdodij.  Ho  aittrotj  altered  the 
signals,  then  in  use,  for  others  more  shi^k  aad  perfect ;  wad, 
by  the  system  he  adopted  throighoat,  prepared  the  way  fr- 
the  glonoas  successes  which  have  followed.  Ob  the  19th  of 
May  1794,  bereoeircd  the  news,  off  Ushant,  that  the  French 
fleei»  under  command  of  rear-admhral  ViHarety  with  iht 
repreeentattTe  of  the  people^  Jean  Bon  St.  Andr^  onbotfd 
the  admirai's  ship,  La  MontM^e,  had  left  Bwt.  It  was 
not  till  the  29th  of  May  that  he  diaoorered  the  eatijyaad 
from  that  time  till  the  81st,  at  noon,  a  fog  prefiiid  aay 
thing  deoiitve  ftnm  taking  plane*  The  gloriom  inak>rj  m 
the  Isl  of  June  soon  followed.  Tlieileet»  wlMi  wMoneef 
the  moet  powerflil  that  France  had  erer  eoaipped  ftr 
was  totally  ranqidfllied,  and  eeren  eh^  of  m  OMBy^s  iae 
were  m  noteetsion  of  the  eoMjoeror, 

Lord  Howe  resigned  the  command  of  the  western  sqna*  ' 
dron  in  April  1797.   His  conduct  during  the  mutiny  in  1797, 
was  as  commendable  as  it  was  arduous.    The  kingdom  con-  I 
templated,  with  a  degree  of  unusual  anxietv,  this  venenb'.# 
character,  whof»e  head  ua.s  silvered  over  with  a^rt  and  Ijm 
service,  struggling,  at  the  close  of  life  with  a  difficulty  that  ■ 
re*]uired  the  strength  and  enenry  nf  youth.     He  fek 
humanely  for  those  who  were  infected  t^y      iK^\u.a:>  imsf*n,  | 
and  strove  with  parental  tenderness  in  thrir  boLvUi.    lU  ( 
stood  like  the  guardian  irenius  of  his  country,  l>tftw^!^  the  ' 
dead  and  the  nvinj,  and  stayed  the  plague.    His  iord>h?p 
difl  not  survive  this  )tii>iiies^,  which  conclndt-^l  a?  noch  i 

to  his  own  lionour  as  to  the  adv&ntatje  of  the  navv  an4  ■ 
country.    He  died  Anirn?it  5,  1799,  in  the  seventv-thini  ' 
year  (»f  his  age;  and  in  tlie  lollowino'  Oetober^  a  ffiOBUMD^ 
to  hia  memory  was  erected  in  8t.  Paol's» 
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BKRh  OF  ST.  VINCENT.— John  Jervis  was  born 
in  1734.  Hufittberwrns  auditor  of  Qreeowioh  Ho^tal. 
He  went  to  ma,  as  a  imdshipEiiaiiy  at  the  age  of  14|  and 
iMr  ftd  in  the  ^ipeditioii  agmiost  Qoebec.  He  was  made  a 
mfUhk  in  176(^  and  disdngniihed  Umself  bighly  in  the 
•ommasid  of  the  Fondroyant,  in  tlie  batdo  between  Keppel 
and  D*OrTtlfien.  In  17&4»  be  was  oommander  of  a  sqna- 
dron  in  the  West  Indies*  and  contributed  materially  in  the 
rodnotkm  of  sereral  of  tbe  Freneb  settlements  there. 

Hb  great  and  crowning  victory,  and  one  which  places 
htm  in  tlie  first  dass  of  Naval  Heroes,  was  that  obtained  off 
Cape  St.  Yincent,  on  the  14tb  of  February,  1797.  For 
this  he  received  an  earldom. 

In  1801,  he  joined  the  Addington  ministry,  as  first  lord  of 
the  aiinii rally,  and  proved  himself  to  be  equally  wise  in 
council  a-s  he  had  been  brave  in  battle.  He  cutitled  to  be 
called  a  great  man  as  well  as  a  gallant  bailor.  He  died  in 
1823. 


SIR  WILLIAM  SIDNEY  SxMITH.— The  subject  of 
this  memoir^  entered  into  the  navy  at  the  early  age  of  thir- 
teen vears.  He  was  burn  al)out  the  year  17G4;  and  ri  ceived 
the  tirst  rudiments  of  his  education  at  Tun  bridge  school. 
In  1773,  he  was  removed  to  Bath,  where  he  was  placed 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Morgan;  and  in  1777,  havin-^ 
coinmeTice<l  bis  maritime  carter,  he,  nnt  lonj:;'  afterwards, 
remoYed  into  the  Sandwich,  cotnnuiiidcd  by  captain  Young-. 
Frofious  to  Yob  embarkation,  he  liad  gone  through  a  course 
of  maritime  studies,  and  had,  accordingly,  been  rated  for 
some  time  as  belonging  to  the  service,  in  conformit  j  with  the 
iodnlgvneim  and  allowanoeB  then  made,  which  permitted 
them«  In  1780f  he  was  promoted  to  tbe  rank  of  filtb 
fitnleoant  on  board  the  Alcide,  a  ship  of  seventy-four 
goMf  at  that  time  under  ordm  for  the  West  Indies, 
whitber  tlie  was  to  aooompanj  lord  Rodney.  The  Alcide 
was  commandod  by  Sir  Charles  ThompMOi  bat  Mr. 
BmMi  did  not  remain  in  the  rank  of  lieutenant  more  than 
two  veaniy  and  being  advanced  to  that  of  oommander,  was 
apponited  to  the  Fury  sloop^  of  eighteen  guns,  on  the 
Jnaalea  stetfam.  Without  remoring  from  imt  Quarter  of 
the  world,  he  was  again  promoted  on  the  7th  of  Majr,  1788, 
to  Ihe  higher  slalmn  of  post-captain,  by  commiasion 
pointing  hmi  to  the  Nemens  frigate,  of  twenty^^ght  guns. 
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Peace  having  at  tiiis  time  taken  place  between  all  the  hd- 
ligvrent  power?,  tlie  Nemesis,  alter  a  short  interval,  wz^ 
ordered  to  England,  where  she  was  immediAtelj  put  out  of 
commission  and  dismantled.  After  an  irksome  iDacdritr  of 
nearly  five  jears^  on  the  prospect  of  a  mpture  between  fivf^ 
den  and  BotOAy  captain  Smith,  in  1788,  with  the  pcrmi*- 
stoQ  of  his  own  gormmmxt,  entered  into  the  serriee  of  the 
former. 

Hb  condact  daring  the  period  of  that  ncotheni  war,  waf 
of  sttch  a  nature  as  to  bring  his  character  into  geaenl 
notice,  and  even  procure  his  admission  into  an  order  of 
knighthood  of  the  court  which  he  had  senred;  and  ea  Us 
return  home,  he  had  the  additional  honour  of  reeciviiig  tke 
insignia  of  his  knighthood  from  his  own  aovere^n  at  8L 
James's. 

Dnring  a  riiort  period  which  intenrened  between  the  eon- 
elusion  of  the  Swedish  war  and  that  whidi  ngitiiedysad 
whichi  with  a  Terr  short  intertal,  sdii  eontimied  to  agitale 
all  Europe,  Sir  Sidnef ,  following  the  bent  of  that  eoter- 
prising  mind  with  which  nature  had  endowed  bim,  becaiH 
a  volunteer  in  the  marine  of  Turkey.  Toward  t^  eonde- 
sion  of  the  nege  of  Toulon,  he  came  from  Smrnia  for 
the  express  purpose  of  offering  his  services  to  lord  Hood, 
and  acquired  considerable  reputation  by  the  bold  and  ?piriTed 
manner  in  whkli  ho  burned  the  arsenals  and  dock-rank, 
together  with  the  several  vessels  iu  the  basin,  as  we  mst 
already  described. 

We  have  also  mentioned  his  having*  been  taken  priion^f  in 
\7[fG.  The  particulars  of  his  captivity  and  escape  he  liis 
himself  well  told. 

"  When  I  was  taken  at  sea,  I  wasaeroinianied  Lv  niv  >ecre- 
tary,  and  Mr.  Tr  ,  a  French  gentienian.  who  had  emi- 
grated from  his  country  ;  and  who,  it  ha«l  I  li  ii  agreed,  w^ii 
to  pass  for  my  servant,  in  tin-  licju-  o\  s-iving  his  life  by  tb^ 
disguise;  nor  were  onr  <  xpectat  ions  frustrateil,  for  Joha|«i 
I  called  him,  was  Iik  ky  enough  to  escape  all  suspicion, 

"  ( )n  my  arrival  in  France,  I  was  treated  at  first  with 
unexampled  rigour  ;  and  was  told  I  ought  to  be  tried  oodir 
a  military  commission  and  shot  as  a  spy.  The  govemme^ 
however,  gave  orders  for  my  removal  to  Pana,  where  1  was 
sent  to  the  Abbaye,  and  together  with  my  two  companion 
In  misfortune,  was  kept  a  close  prisoner.  Meanwiule,  the 
means  of  escape  were  the  constant  object  on  which  we  em- 
ployed our  miods.    The  window  of  our  pfiaon  was  towards 
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the  street  :  aT^tl  from  this  circumstance  we  derived  a  hope 
5ooner  or  later  to  etiect  our  object.  ^^  e  already  contrived 
to  carrv  on  a  tacit  and  reirnlar  correspondence,  by  means  of 
sig-ns,  witii  some  women,  who  could  see  us  from  their  apart- 
ments, and  who  seemed  to  take  the  most  lively  interest  in 
oar  fate.  They  proposed  themselves  to  assist  in  Ikeilitating 
my  liberation  ;  an  offer  which  I  accepted  with  pleasure;  and 
It  is  m7  dot  J  to  confess,  notwithstanding  the  enormous  ex- 
peoces  occasioned  hj  their  fruitless  attempts,  they  have  not 
less  claim  to  my  gratitude. 

Till  the  time  of  my  departurOi  in  which,  bowoTer,  they 
had  no  share,  their  whole  employment  was  endeavouring  to 
mre  me :  and  tbey  bad  tbe  address  at  all  times  to  deceive 
tbe  yigilaaoe  of  my  keepers.  On  both  sides  we  used  bor- 
lowed  names,  under  wbieb  we  corresponded,  theirs  being 
taken  ftom  ^e  ancient  mythology,  so  that  I  bad  now  a 
direct  commnnication  with  Thalia,  Melpomene,  and  Olio. 
At  leng^  I  was  removed  to  tbe  Temple,  where  my  three 
amses  soon  contriyed  means  of  intelUgence,  and  every  day 
offered  me  new  sdiemes  for  effectinflr  my  escape.  At  6rst 
I  eagerly  accq>ted  tbem  all ;  but  reflection  soon  destroyed 
the  hopes  to  which  the  love  of  liberty  had  given  birth.  I 
was  also  resolved  not  to  leave  my  secretary  in  prison,  and 
still  less  poor  John,  whose  safety  was  more  dear  to  me  than 
my  own  emancipation.  In  the  Temple,  John  was  allowed 
to'  enjoy  a  considerable  degree  of  liberty ;  he  was  liighly 
dressed  like  an  Kn  i^^lish  jockey,  and  knew  now  to  assume  the 
manners  that  cui  i  tspouded  with  that  character.  Every  one 
wiia  fond  oi  John,  who  drank  and  fraternized  with  the  turn- 
keys, and  made  love  to  the  keeper's  daughter,  who  was  per- 
suaded he  w(>uid  marry  her;  and  as  the  little  English  jockey 
was  not  sii[tposed  to  have  received  a  very  brilliant  educatiuii, 
he  bad  leai  ntd,  hy  means  of  study,  suiiiciently  to  mutilate 
his  native  tongue. 

"  Joiin  iijiiieared  very  attentive  and  eager  in  my  service, 
and  always  spoke  to  his  ma«?ter  in  a  very  respectful  manner. 
I  scolded  him  Iroin  time  to  time  with  much  gravity;  and  he 
played  his  part  so  well,  that  I  frequently  surprij^ed  myself, 
^rgetting  my  friend,  and  seriously  giving  orders  to  the 

valet.    At  length  John's  wife,  Madame  de  Tr  ,  a  very 

{oteresting  lady,  arrived  at  Paris,  and  made  the  most  un- 
common exertions  to  liberate  us  from  our  captivity.  She 
dared  not  come,  however,  to  the  Temple,  through  fear  of 
discovery ;  bat  from  a  oeighbouring  house  she  daily  beheld 
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h&r  husband,  who,  as  he  walked  to  and  fro,  enjoyed  alike  m 
seerei  the  pleasure  of  ooDtumpliilang  the  friend  of  his  bosom, 
Ifn^Hiie  da  Tr  now  commtinicafeed  a  plan  lor  dalitcr* 
ing  us  team  priaon,  to  a  sensible  and  ooniegeoiis  joong  mm 
of  her  ac(|uaintance,  who  immediately  aooeded  to  it  vitli* 
out  heeitation.  This  FmidimaD,  who  was  siaoerel j  altacisd 
to  his  coaDtrj)  said  to  Madame  de  Tr  — ,  *  I  will  serfa 
Sir  Sidnej  Smith  with  pkasnr^  beoaoae  I  believe  the  £i^« 
lidi  goTemmeot  intena  to  restore  Louis  the  XITHL  to 
the  t&one;  but  if  the  eommodore  is  to  fight  agwi^  FrsMb 
and  not  for  the  Ung  of  FniM%  heaTon  iocfaid  I  sMd 
assist.* 

^  Charles  L*Oiseaa  (for  that  was  the  iwme  omr  jeepf 
frtend  assumed)  was  oonnected  with  the  agents  of  the  hmg 
when  eonfined  in  the  Temple,  and  fbr  whom  ba  was  sba 
oontriTin|  the  means  of  eseape.  It  was  intended  weshodi 

all  get  on  together.    M.  la  vHheamois  bsing*  condefseed 

only  to  a  year*s  imprisonment,  was  r^oiyed  not  to  quit  kii 
present  situation ;  but  Brothiere  and  Duveme  de  Pre&le, 
were  to  follow  our  example. 

**  Every  thing  wa^  iiuw  prepared  for  tlie  ext-outionof  i  ir 
project:  the  means  proposed  by  L*Gistau  a| speared  prac- 
ticable, and  we  resolved  to  adofit  them.  A  hole,  twelve  ftel 
long,  was  to  be  made  in  a  cellLr  adjoining  to  the  prison;  and 
the  apartments  to  which  tlii;  cellar  belonged  were  at  oor 

disposal,  Mademoiselle  1)  rejected  everj  pni  leniial  c»>d- 

sideration,  generously  came  to  ro.^iJe  there  for  a  week,  and 
heincf  young,  tho  other  lodgers  attribuied  to  her  alone  the 
frequent  visits  of  L'Oiseau.  Thus  every  thing  seemed  to 
favour  our  wishe*'.  No  one  in  tho  house  in  question  had  any 
suspicions;  and  the  amiable  little  child  which  Mademoiselle 

D  had  with  her,  and  who  was  only  seven  years  old, 

was  so  far  from  betraying  our  secret,  that  she  ah\  :iys  best 
a  little  drum,  and  made  a  noise  wliile  the  work  was  going 
on  in  the  oeUar.  Meanwhile  L*Oiseau  had  continued  his 
labour  a  considenhle  time  without  any  appearance  of  dsy- 
Ught»  and  he  was  apprehensi?e  he  had  attempted  the  c^>eo* 
ing  eonsiderably  too  low,  it  was  neeessarj^  thscefare,  that 
tiie  wall  should  be  soonded,  and  for  this  pnipoae  a  maien 
was  required.    Madame  de  Tr  leoommended  oncb 

and  L'Oiseaa  undertook  to  brine  him,  and  to  datam  Urn 
in  the  oellar  until  we  had  eseapeo^  which  was  to  take  |ihee 
that  Tery  day.  The  worthy  man  pereeived  the  el^aet  was  to 
serve  some  of  die  mtims  of  misfortnns^  and  esme  wHhoot 
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hc^iLatioD.  He  only  &aid|  ^  If  I  am  arrested,  take  care  of 
mj  poor  children,' 

But  what  a  misfortune  now  frustrated  all  our  hopes! 
TKou^li  the  wall  was  sounded  with  the  greatest  precaution, 
the  last  stone  fell  out  and  rolled  into  the  garden  of  the 
Temple ;  the  sentinel  perceived  it,  the  alarm  was  given,  the 
lizard  arrived,  and  au  was  discovered.  Fortunately,  how. 
ever,  our  friends  had  time  to  make  their  escape^  and  none  of 
them  were  taken. 

They  had  indeed  taikflD their  measares  withUie  greatest 
care ;  anid  wbea  the  comminiariee  of  the  Bureau  Central 
came  to  efrafhine  the  oeUir  And  apartmmt,  they  found  only 
m  few  pieoee  of  tonltare^  tmiiks  filled  nidi  legs  of  wood 
mad  hmjf  and  the  haAi  with  tripooloared  eoeimdeB  provided 
far  €Nir  flighty  as  dioee  we  wore  were  UedL 

^  TUe  fiiat  attempt^  though  extremetj  well  oooducted, 
faKring  Ihiledy  I  wrote  to  Biadame  de  T^-— >  hoth  to  eon. 
aela  her  end  oor  young  frisndy  who  wasmisenhleet  haTing 
foundered  josl  as  he  was  going  into  port.   Wewsre  so  far, 
howevert  from  anffering  oorselYes  to  be  disooanupedy  that 
we  atfll  oontimied  to  form  new  schemes  for  our  deoVeraace  i 
tba  keeper  perosired  It,  and  I  was  frequently  so  open  as  to 
ardknowJedge  the  fact.  *  Commodore,*  saidbe^  *jout  friends 
are  doehpows  of  liberating  yon,  and  they  only  do  their  doty; 
I  also  am  doing  mine  in  watebing  you  still  more  narrowly/ 
Tboiigh  this  keeper  was  a  man  of  unparalleled  sereritj,  yet 
be  nerer  departed  from  the  roles  of  oiriU^  and  politeness. 
He  treated  alt  the  prisoners  with  kindness,  and  eren  piqned 
lamaelf  on  his  generosity.   Various  proposakweremaoe  to 
luiiylnit  he  rejeoted  them  aU,  watehed  us  more  olosely,  and 
|Mresers"ed  the  prolbnndest  silenoe«   One  daj  when  I  dined 
wtthhinif  he  peroeiredthat  I  fixed  my  attention  on  a  window, 
then  partly  opeOf  and  which  looked  upon  the  street.  Isaw 
Ua  eneasinese  and  it  amused  mei  howerer,  to  put  an  end 
to  it»  I  said  to  him,  laugUng,  <  I  know  what  you  are  think- 
ing of;  but  ftar  not»  it  is  now  three  o*cloek,J[  will  make  a 
tmoe  with  you  till  mlda%ht;  and  I  give  you  my  word  of 
hMioQr  untu  that  tim%  ef  en  were  the  doors  open,  I  would 
not  esoMMi  when  that  hour  is  passed,  my  promise  Is  at  an 
end,  and  we  are  enemies  again.*   *  Sir/  replied  he,  *  Tour 
wora  is  a  safer  bond  than  my  bsitor  boltsi  till  midmght, 
therefore^  I  am  perfectly  easy.* 

^  When  we  rose  from  tahle,  the  keeper  took  me  aside,  and 
saidf  *  Oomniodor%  the  Boulerard  is  not  bat  off|  if  you  are 
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incltiMNl  to  tako  tlie  air  tberei  I  will  eoDdoei  jot/ 
astontBhment  was  extreme;  nor  eoald  I  cuuoeife  bow  cm 
man,  who  appeared  lo  severe  and  so  tmeasjt  AomU  ihKs 
soddeolT  persuade  htmsdf  to  make  me  soeb  a  pmpeaal.  I 
aeeepted  it,  howefcr,  and  in  the  evening  we  went  o«t.  Frea 
that  time  forward  tUs  oonlldenoealwaTS  conlinnrd.  Wlwn- 
ever  I  was  desirous  to  enjoy  perfect  Ubertv,  I  offered  him  a 
snspenwon  of  arms  till  a  certain  hoar;  this  mj  generoos 
enemjf  never  refused;  but  when  the  armistiee  was  at  anendg 
bis  vigilance  was  nnbonnded;  every  post  was  evaminad»  and 
if  the  government  ordered  that  I  shonld  be  kept  ctee^  the 
order  was  enforced  with  the  greatest  care.  Thus  I  was  again 
free  to  ointrive  and  prepare  for  my  escape,  and  he  to  tmd 
me  \vith  the  utmost  ngour.    This  man  had  a  very  auiuiau 
idea  of  the  obligations  of  honour.   He  often  said  to  ine^  ^  Jf 
you  were  under  sentence  of  death,  I  \\ou\d  permit  yea  to 
go  out  on  your  parole,  beoause  I  dbouki  bo  certain  of  jev 
return.    Manv  very  honest  prisoners^  and  I  myself  amenff 
the  rest, would  not  return  in  the  like  ca>e;  lut  an  ofieeryaad 
especially  an  officer  of  distinction,  holds  his  hoooordesw 
than  his  life.    I  know  it  to  be  a  fact,  commodore, «)d  there- 
fore I  shonld  betheiessuneasjif  you  desired  the  gates  to  he 
always  open.' 

ky  kemr  was  right.  While  I  enjoyed  my  HbcHy,  I 
endeavoured  to  lose  sight  of  the  idea  of  roy  escape,  awl  1 
should  have  been  averse  to  employ,  for  that  object,  ssesM 
that  had  occurred  to  my  imagination  dnring  my  boars  of 
liberty.  One  day  I  received  a  letter  containing  matter  of 
great  importance,  which  I  had  the  strongest  desire  imme^ 
ately  to  read;  but  as  the  contents  rdated  to  my  intended  de- 
Itverance,  I  asked  leave  to  return  to  my  room  and  hteak  of 
the  truce.  The  keeper,  however,  refused,  sayinff,  with  s 
laugh,  that  he  wanted  to  take  some  sleep ;  accorSngly,  he 
lay  down,  and  I  postponed  the  perusal  of  my  letter  to  tht 
evening. 

Meanwhile  no  opportunity  of  flight  offered ;  but  on  tht 
contrary,  the  directory  ordered  me  to  be  treated  with  rig- 
otir.  The  keeper  punctually  obeyed  all  the  order?  he 
received;  and  be,  who  the  precedine  evening  had  granted 
me  the  greatest  liberty,  now  doubled  my  guwd,  in  order  to 
exercise  a  m(»re  perfect  vigilance. 

"  Among  tbe  prisoners,  >vas  a  man  condemned  lor  ctf- 
tain  political  ofl'ences  to  ten  years'  confinement,  and  whcnn 
ail  tbe  other  prisoners  suspected  q£  acting  in  the  detcslaUs 
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«*apacity  of  a  spy  on  his  companions.  Tlieir  su.-spici'  n-,  iii- 
deirti,  appearetl  to  have  r^t^me  founflation,  and  I  Icll  the 

?;r^test  anxiety  on  account  of  my  triend  J<>hu,  i  wa.**, 
lowever,  fortunate  enough  soon  after  tn  r.f-tain  his  liberty. 
An  exchange  of  prisoners  hcincr  about  to  take  place,  I  appli- 
ed to  have  ttit  servant  inciudvi  in  the  cartel;  and  thr>ULr!i  t\i\% 
request  mi^ht  easily  havr.  been  refuse^l,  turtuiiatfly  liu  dilii- 
culty  arose,  and  it  ^\a.^  granted.  When  the  day  of  his 
dvpiLiture  arrive<l,  my  kind  and  affectionate  friend  couM 
scarcely  bt*  prevailed  upon  to  leave  me,  till  at  !♦  ngth  he 
Yielded  to  m?  most  earno«t  entreaties.  We  parte(l  with 
tears  in  our  eyes,  which  to  luc  were  the  tears  of  pleasure, 
because  tnj  frieod  was  icavmg  a  bituatioo  of  iha  greatest 
danger. 

"  The  amiable  jockey  %vas  regretted  bj  every  one;  our 
turnkeys  drank  a  good  journey  to  him;  nor  could  the  j^irl 
be  had  couried,  help  weeping  for  his  depai\  ire,  while  ner 
mother,  who  thouj^ht  John  a  very  good  youtlj,  hoj>ed  she 
should  one  day  call  liim  her  son-in-law,    I  w  as  soon  informed 
of  his  arrival  in  London,  and  this  circumstance rendere<l  my 
own  captivity  less  paintul.    I  should  have  been  hayjjjy  also 
to  have  exchanged  my  secretary  ;  but  as  he  had  no  other 
dangers  to  encounter  than  those  which  were  common  to  us 
both,  he  alw  ays  rejecte<l  the  idea,  considering  it  as  a  violation 
of  that  friendship  of  w  hich  he  has  given  me  so  many  proofs. 
On  the  4th  of  September  (18th  Fructidor)  the  rigour  of 
my  confinement  was  still  further  increased.    The  Keeper, 
whose  name  was  Lasme,  was  displaced,  I  was  again  kept 
dose  prisoner,  and,  together  with  my  liberty,  lost  the  hopes 
peace  w  hich  I  had  thought  approaching,  and  which  this 
treot  must  contribute  to  postpone. 

^  At  this  time  a  proposal  was  made  to  me  for  my  escape^ 
which  I  adopted  as  mj  last  resonroe.  The  nlan  was,  to 
bare  forged  orders  drawn  up  for  mr  rmOTU  to  aaotber 
prison,  and  then  to  oarry  me        A  Fmdi  gentleman,  M. 

Phelipeaux,  a  man  of  equal  intrepidly  and  generoeitj, 
offered  to  execute  thii  enterprise.^  The  order  then  being 
■cenrateljf  imitated,  and,  by  means  of  a  bribe,  the  real  stamp 
of  the  minister's  signature  procured,  nothing  remained  but 
to  find  men  bold  enongh  to  put  the  plan  in  execution. 
Phdipeanz  and  L'Oiieau  would  ha?e  eagerly  undertaken 

•  He  afterward*  accompitmcd  Sir  Sidney  Siuiih  to  Syria,  and 
died  at  the  &iege  of  Acre. 
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it,  but  both  he\r)\r  known,  and  even  notorious  at  the  Temple, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  employ  others.  Me^rs. 

B        and  L  ,  therefore,  both  men  of  tried  coara^ey 

accepted  the  offer  with  pleasure  and  alacrity. 

•with  this  order  then  they  came  to  the  Temple^ 
in  the  dress  of  an  adjutant,  and  Mr  I> 


officer.  The  keeper  having  perused  the  order,  and 
tively  examined  the  minister*s  signature,  went  into  another 
room,  leaving  mj  two  ddiverers  for  some  time  in  the 
est  unoertaintj  and  suspense;  at  leneth  he  returned, 
paaiad  bf  liia  reeuto*  (or  greffier)  of the  prisoo,  and  < 
me  to  be  called.  vHien  the  reeiiter  informed  me  of  diecvdm 
of  the  Direefcory,  I  pretoided  to  be  Tery  much  cooceniei  at 
it»  bat  the  a^jiitaiit  aasored  me  in  the  meet  aerions  mum&t^ 
*that  the  goTernoMDt  trm  wmtj  ftom  inteadhig  to  ag- 
gnvate  my  miifortanes»aiid  tliat  I  flhoold  be  very  eevftvc- 
ableat  tbeptooewhidierhewaBOvderedtoeoiidMiaie/  I 
eipieaeed  my  gratitude  to  all  the  serranta  employed  abovt 
the  prison ;  and,  as  you  may  imagine,  waa  Bot  Tery  Vmig  m 
paddng  up  my  clothes. 

At  my  return,  the  register  obesrred,  iSbtX  at 


men  from  the  ^piard  must  accompany  me ;  and  the  admtant, 
without  being  m  the  least  confounded,  acquiesced  in  tlielun- 
tioe  of  the  remark,  and  gave  orden  for  thsm  to  be  onDed 
out.  But  on  refleeCbn,  and  remembering,  as  it  were,  the 
laws  of  ddTalry  and  of  honour,  he  addrased  me  saying, 
*  Oommodore,  you  are  an  ofllcer,  I  am  an  ofltoer  also;  yoiir 
parde  will  be  enough.  Give  me  that,  and  I  hare  so  Med 
ofaneseort'  « Sir,' repfied I,<ifthat issuAcieDk»  I awwr 
on  the  foith  of  an  olllcer,  to  accompany  you  mhmmm  jou 
choose  to  conduct  me.*  Brerj  one  i4>planded  Am  a&le 
action,  whik  I  confoss  I  had  myself  great  difllenlty 
smiling.  The  keeper  now  asfied  for  a  fiscbai«%  and  ths 
rc^er  gare  the  book  to  Mr  B  ,  who  boldiT  sienod  H 
with  a  proper  flourish,  L.  Oger,  aijButant>gsnitaI.  jfomi* 
while  lemployed  the  a^eotmn  of  toe  turnlDm,  and  Vmded 
them  with  fovours  to  orerent  them  from  hannff  time  to  ra» 
fleet,  nor  indeed  did  uiey  seem  to  hare  any  oust  ilbom^ 
than  thsir  own  advantage.  The  register  and  keeper  accom. 
panied  us  as  for  as  the  second  court,  and  at  leiwtb  ^  laal 
gate  waa  opened,  and  we  left  tham  after  a  Umg  mlsrdbai^ 
of  ceremony  and  politeness. 

,  *^Wainiiandr  entered  aohacknqr  00^^* 
"^^"iritbacoacnman  todrire  to  the  suburb  of  Qsrmsin, 
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But  the  stupid  fellow  had  not  gone  a  hundred  paces  before 
he  broke  his  wheel  against  a  post,  and  hurt  an  unfortunate 
passensTCT.  This  uniuckj  itcciJent  brought  a  eruwd  about 
us,  wbo  were  very  angry  at  the  injury  the  poor  iVllow  had 
sustained  :  we  quitted  the  coach,  took  our  portmanteaus  in 
our  hands,  and  went  oft*  in  an  instant.  Thou^di  the  people 
observe<l  much,  they  did  not  say  a  word  to  u*^,  oidy  abusing 
the  coachman.    And  when  our  driver  demanded  his  fare, 

Mr   ,  through  an  inadvertency  that  might  have 

caused  us  to  be  arrente*!,  gave  him  a  doiiMe  lonis  (Vor. 
ITivin'^  ?c])arated  when  we  qintted  the  carriage,  I  arrived 
at  the  appointed  rendezvous  with  only  my  secretary  aud  M 
dm  Pbelipeauz,  who  had  joined  us  near  the  prison ,  and  though 
I  was  very  d^irous  of  waiting  for  my  two  friends  to  thank 
and  take  my  leare  of  thero,  M.  de  Phelipeauz  observed 
there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  kiet.  I  therefore  postponed 
till  another  opportnoity  my  expression  of  gratitude  to  my 
deliverers,  ana  we  immediately  set  off  for  KroneOf  wh^  i£t 
R  ,  had  made  every  pr^Muration  for  our  reception. 

"  At  Rovea  we  were  obhged  to  stay  several  deyiy  and  as 
oar  pMBports  were  perfectly  regular,  we  did  not  take  much 
care  to  conceal  ourselves,  but  in  the  evening  we  walked 
about  the  town  or  took  the  air  upon  the  banks  of  the  Seine. 
At  length,  eveiy  thing  b^ng  ready  for  us  to  cross  the 
dumnelf  we  quitted  Bouen,  and  without  encountering  any 
further  dangers,  I  arrived  in  London,  together  witn  my 
secretarv  and  my  friend  M.  Pbdipeauz,  who  could  not  pre- 
Tail  on  mmsdf  to  leave  us.*' 

Id  the  month  of  June^  1798,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Tigre,  of  eighty  guns;  ana  in  November 
sailed  for  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  had  a  command  as 
commodore  on  the  coast  of  Egypt. 

Sir  Sidney  repaired  to  Constantinople,  where  he  was 
received  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  by  the  Turks, 
to  whom  he  was  already  known.  In  the  ni<iuth  of  March, 
1799,  having  received  intelligence  from  Ghezzar  Pacha, 
governor  of  Syria,  of  the  incursion  made  hy  Buonaparte's 
army  into  that  jir<)viric<',  ami  its  approach  to  Acre,  its  cap- 
ital, Sir  Sidney  hastened  with  a  part  uf  the  naval  force  under 
bis  orders  to  its  relief,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  arriving 
there  two  davs  })efore  the  I'rench.  In  the  defence  of  Acre, 
Sir  Sidney  immortalised  his  name.  Its  result  has  been 
already  stated. 

The  exploits  which  attach  renown  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith's 
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name,  having  been  chiefly  performed  during  the  period 
included  in  tnis  chapter,  we  have  given  his  personal  memoiit 
a  place  here.  His  career,  however,  was  not  jet  dosed.  He 
materially  aided  in  the  struggles  which  ended  in  the  expud- 
rioD  of  the  French  from  Egypt,  and  was  wounded  at  Abos> 
Idr,  when  the  gallant  Abercromby  lott  his  life. 

In  1804|  he  was  made  a  rear-admiral  and  a  ookml  of 
marines. 

Is  1806y  he  oommanded^  with  distinguished  soeoessy  ths 
English  squadron  at  8&eilj»  and  the  year  ftUowing,  wasose 
of  DockwortVs  mBjpM&im  to  ^  Dardaadles  against  mt 
former  allies  the  Turks. 

Sir  8idnej  does  not  appear  to  hare  been  nsnch  in  fimnr 
at  bead-quarters,  and  was  not  employed  in  impottaat  caUr- 
prises  so  mneh  as  ftom  lus  nneqaalled  braTerj  it  might  have 
oeen  espeeted*  It  has  beoi  mmoiured  that  his  pi  ufusssnt 
was  impeded  by  hb  hariiw  incarred  the  iealoiisj  of  Qesm 
IV.»  by  hb  attentions  to  ttie  prinoess  of  Wales,  allerwsra 
queen  Caroline. 

He  attained  the  rank  of  admiral  b  1821,  by  roitatioa»  and 
having  spent  an  extended  old  age  in  retirsaienty  diisfiy  i^ 
Paris,  he  died  there  in  1840« 
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LORD  DIJNOAN.— Adam  Duncao  was  of  m  Boottish 
hanly  (Duncan  of  Lundie) ;  and  there  is  a  well  autfaenli- 
cated  heraldic  tradition  relative  to  it,  wUeh  aoooonts  parti- 
colarij  for  its  crest,  a  dismasted  ship,  now  home  over  the 
arms  of  Camperdown.  A  person  lm>n^ing  to  the  fSumlji 
heing  supercargo  on  hoard  a  Tessel  hound  from  NorwaT  to 
his  native  placls  Dundee,  was  OTortaken  hj  a  tremendous 
storm,  in  which  the  ship  was  reduced  almost  to  a  wredty 
and  the  crew  experienced  great  hardship  and  distress.  Oon- 
trarj,  however,  to  all  human  expectation,  the  crew  were 
providentiallj  enabled  to  navigate  their  crippled  vessel  safe 
mto  port,  and  the  parents  of  thor  fortunatelj  rescued  son 
Smmeoiateij  adoptea  the  crest  alluded  to,  in  commemoration 
of  the  dangers  which  he  had  escaped. 

Our  hero  was  born  in  the  month  of  July,  1781,  and  re- 
csived  the  first  rudiments  of  education  at  Dundee.  His 
debut,  as  a  naval  officer,  was  made  in  the  year  1746,  when 
he  was  put  under  the  comnumd  of  captain  ttohert  Haldaae, 
who  thcni  commanded  the  Shoreham  frigate^  and  with  whom 
he  continued  two  or  three  years. 

In  1755,  he  was  promoted  to  the  raolc  of  lieutenant, 
immediately  after  which  he  was  appointed  to  the  Norwich, 
a  fourth-rate,  commanded  by  captain  Barrington,  and 
miended  as  one  of  the  squadron  which  was  to  accompany 
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iir-ir^  KcTT'cI  to  Am^nv^.  Aiierthe  irr  -alof  the 
C'e::':  VLnrn^a.  two  oi  the  lieiitenrii.' -  on  l^sard  the 
c: v^r>e" 5  . -  '  .i-iurion,  biir^-  uivi^Dcedto  the  raLiik 
::'  c^^',^zs,  D  :        •  j.5  reiDOTed  ir.:-  the  Centurion,  wheT« 

K£CC«rL  xftcT  hav^^ J  :  r  -Lv.r;  :;irie  comroaciled  the 
t-eiii^'  ir-i^'lctvi  :o  the  Torbay,  of  st^*  tri*i\-K.«tir 
rr*>.  -r-.i  Li?  fupil  to  be  appoiiiit  i  ><?cond  liectcyarjt 
cf  5iiT".  ArttT  reTDAioing  on  the  LuLuc  t:«i.:ion, 
cm-:::*:  :o  lie  extTVUia  caution  of  the  enemy,  very  ui^ii.:trr- 
escirrhr  «B|  IoTei  for  the  space  of  nearly  three  year?,  he 
p-rvvi^eded  on  tbe  expe«fitioD  sent  against  the  Frt-nob  sectie- 
iDccs:  of  Gocee,  on  the  coast  of  Ahic^  where  btr  iras  siig^htlj 
voQdded  at  the  atta<^  of  the  fort^  Soon  afterwards 
rckse  to  the  rank  of  first  lieotenaot  of  the  T^bav,  In  which 
capamx  be  returned  to  Englaod. 

Ou  the  2 1  si  f£  Befit  em  bo*,  1759,  he  was  adranced  to  :he 
of  commaiider,  hot  does  not  i^pear  to  have  been  lor* 
t=2AXe  enough  to  hm  Mi  with  aoj  cpp^timit j  in  his  new 


deserredK  acqnred.    H«  dU  aot,  htmmm,  long  contioDe 
m  m  inaciiTea  state;  ArtaTing  been  idniiced  to  the  rank 
poet-captain,  ni  17dl«  mad  appointed  to  the  Valiant 

te  twiec^  with  Us  original  hwod  and  patron, 
jemL   An  CTpdfaion  ai^aimt  tiw  FreDoh  island 
of  Bdleidt  hMO  doUamined  oo  in  the  British 

K^jpel*  wm  wm  mbdbed  apon  to  *~'it^nii  the 
jntwidw  ontopnse,  hoisted  Ui  farad 
onfaond  tlo  Yafiuil ;  nod  Mt  loi^ 
of  the  expe£tion  Against 


of  the  Hmnneli.  lie 
to  ooonaod  on  tke 
the  «Be  oapacitT  he  hed  befon  heU,  end 
h  Mb  there  tin  t&e  eondoaon  of  the  war. 
At  &i  cencMon  of  the  jeer  1790,  the  Monerdi» 
Dnnoen*t  ihip,  wee  one  of  the  ships  put  under  the  orden 
of  Sr  Oooi)ge  Bodn^.  who  wee  instmcted  to  ftra  hk 
waj  to  Oihnihar  through  all  impecfiraaots,  and  reberedtti 
Ibctiww  which  wni  dnn  dosdk  blochaded  Wn  Spoudi 
nraj  on  the  hndaid^endaflotiilnfaj eeOttoftcMiitlj  itroi^ 
to  oppose  the  entnnoe  of  any  trivial  soocovr.  Ceptain 
Dnneen  noeanfinglj  hailed  with  timfport,  the  o^portwj 
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of  atiqiiirin^  fame ;  Mid  fortttne  was  propitSoiu  enough  not 
to  permit  bis  expectations  and  hopes  to  oe  dibappoimed  on 
tUa  oeeaiion« 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1780,  the  British  fleet,'  b«ng 
tlieti  off  Cape  St«  Vineent,  fell  in  with  a  Spanish  squadron, 

commanded  by  Don  Jnan  de  Langara,  who  was  purposely 
stationed  there  to  iotercept  Sir  George,  who,  according  to 
misinforiDation  received  by  the  ccmrt  of  Spain,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  on  his  passaue  towards  the  besie>red  lurtress, 
with  a  squadron  consisting  of  no  more  than  iuuv  ship^  of 
the  line,  having  a  fleet  of  victuallers  and  tran^jxirts  under 
their  protection.  The  Monarch  had  not  the  advantage  of 
being  sheathed  with  copper ;  but,  notwithst:in<ling  this  in- 
corjveiiience,  added  to  the  additional  circumstance  of  her 
b^irrj-  i>\  no  means  remarkaltle  ^9,  a  ?wift  sailer,  captain 
D  uiu  ut  was  i'MrtunjLte  enough  to  get  iniu  action  before  any 

Otbt;r  >hij>  in  the  Heet. 

Notwitiistandin'j:  tljL*  di- uh  antac^es  under  which  it  has 
been  stated  the  ship  (•<  tnananded  laboured,  she  was  press^'d 
ahead  of  the  fleet,  under  all  the  sail  that  could,  w  ith  any 
degree  ot  pn  tpriety,  be  set  upon  her  ;  and  it  is  reported,  that 
when  captain  Duncan  was  warned,  by  some  coppered  shi])s 
which  be  passe<i,  of  the  danger  he  incurred,  by  dashing  so 
hastily  amidst  three  of  the  enemy's  squadron,  which  were 
joBt  ahead,  without  some  support,  be  replied,  with  the  utmost 
coolness,  and  in  no  other  ternos  than,  /  wish  to  be  among 
lAem."  The  strength  of  the  wind,  the  agitation  of  the  sea, 
mid  the  swiftness  with  which  the  Monarch  passed  through 
it^  wnited  to  put  an  end  to  any  further  conversation,  and 
cnptain  Duncan  bad  bis  wishes  complied  with,  by  speedily 
finding  himself  well  up  within  engaging  distance  of  his  anta- 
gofusts.  lie  fou  nd  himself  alongside  one  of  the  Spanish  ship 
of  equal  force,  though  of  much  larger  dimensions  than  tne 
Ifooarch,  while  two  others  of  the  like  rate  and  magnitude  lay 
whhtn  musket  shot  to  the  leeward  of  Mm.  He  accordingly 
dirooted  his  best  efforts  against  his  opponents,  andafterashort 
thovgli  aoiuMted  resistance,  had  the  satisfactbn  of  semng 
the  eolours  of  San  Augusthi,  of  seventy  gnns  strike,  in 
tureen  of  her  suboussion  to  the  Monaroh.  The  rigging  of 
the  ▼ictor  had  by  this  time  received  too  much  dmiage  to 
render  it  possible  for  captain  Duncan  to  hoist  out  a  boat  for 
the  purpose  of  boarding  his  prize,  particularly  as  it  then  blew 
5o  hard,  and  the  whole  fleet  was  on  a  lee  shore,  be  was, 
therefore^  compelled  to  resign  the  honour  of  taking  posses- 

2  Q 
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sion  of  the  vanquished  eneinj,  to  a  fre^kli  f^iucii  was 

then  coming  up  astern. 

In  1789,  captain  Duncan  was  promoted  to  be  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  blue,  and  to  the  same  rank  in  the  white  *^qua- 
dron,  on  a  ^eeond  advaucement  of  flacr-of^i 
place  in  1790.  He  was  raised  to  be  v  ioe-adrairal  of  th# 
blue,  in  1793;  of  th«  w  liite,  in  1794  ;  t«  '  lu  a  iuiiraJ  of  the 
blue,  1795;  and  1m>t1v»  lo  be  admiral  of  the  white,  in  179^. 
Duriner  all  the^e  periods,  except  the  two  last,  singular  a*  it 
may  api  t  .ir  to  post4»rity,  the  \n^^h  merit  admiral  Dcncaa 
possessed,  continued  either  unknown,  or  in  crrve  the  treat, 
ment  he  received  what  may  pprbap-  ho  a  niort.  j  rof  f  r  tartt, 
unregarded.  Frequently  did  he  solicit  a  commaody  aod  as 
oflten  did  his  request  pass  uncomplied  with.  At  lengtii,  i» 
received,  in  the  month  of  February  1795,  an  appointmeit, 
constituting  him  oommander-in-duef  in  the  North  BmL 
He  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Venerable,  of  74  guns,  md 
proceeded  to  carry  into  execution  the  trust  coofided  n  him. 

When  the  patienoe  and  unwearied  oonstenqy  with  mhkk 
this  hr«Te  officer  continued  to  watch  a  cauticmaDd  pmilsit 
enemy,  during  the  whole  time  be  held  the  a 
period  of  five  years,  are  considered,  it  becomes  m  OMtfer  ef 
difficulty  to  decide  whether  those  invaluable  qualities  mA 
mentioned,  or  the  gdilantry  and  judgment  be  di^lajed  en 
the  only  opportunity  the  enemy  afforded  him  of  eontesiing 
with  them  the  palm  of  victory,  oaght  to  he  roost  ndm^nd. 

Admiral  Duncan's  conduct,  whicn  was  Arm  and  teopsiHt 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Ikmous  mutiny  which  brolrn  out  ii 
several  of  our  fleets,  is  well  known;  we  need  not  rerevt  to  thai 
subject,  nor  need  we  again  detail  the  erents  of  the  grm/k 
▼ictoiy  at  Camperdown,  the  brevity  of  his  despatch  <m  that 
occasion  renders  it  worthy  of  notice; — 

"  Venerable,  off  the  coast  of  Holland,  the  12(h  of  Octob«. 

CamperdowUt  eight  autea. 

^  Sib, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  youtferthe  infer, 
mation  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  adn^ndty,  that  a: 

nine  o^clock  this  morning  I  got  sight  of  the  Dutch  fleet ;  i: 
half-past  twelve  I  passed  through  their  line,  and  the  action 
comuienced,  which  has  been  verv  severe.  The  adii  irars 
ship  is  dismasted,  and  has  struck,  as  have  several  others,  and 
one  on  fire.  I  shall  send  captain  Fairfax  with  ibe  pArticu- 
lars,  the  luomeiit  I  can  spare  him. — I  am.  Sec, 

**  Ad^m  Dukcah.** 
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In  consequence  of  the  victory  of  Carapcrdown,  the  ad- 
miral was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  and  viscount  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  titles  of  baron  Caroperdowo  and 
riscount  Duncan.  He  also  received  the  thanks  of  both 
bouses  of  parliament,  and  the  city  of  London  voted  him 
the  freedom,  with  a  sword  of  the  value  of  two  hundred 
guineas. 

As  800D  as  the  ships  destined  to  Tmain  nnder  his  orders 
were  refitted,  he  returned  again  to  his  station  ;  and,  by  his 
oootiniied  Tigilaoce,  almost  annihilated  the  Dutch  trade: 
tbeir  Teasels,  whenerer  any  were  found  hardy  enough  to 
attempt  putting  to  aea,  were  captured  in  wfat  of  their  own 
ports;  for t]iewbokooMlwaaioeoiB|iletefy blockaded, that 
welaiMWii  Tei7rar^ooeurred  of  their  Being  ahto  to  elndette 
eitreme  viffilaaee  cf  the  Britiiih  emitera. 

ffis  lorahip  oontinned  to  retain  the  eommand  on  the 
Borth-aea  station,  till  the  oommenoement  of  the  year,  1801, 
wImd  he  retired  from  adiTe  lerriee.  He  died  on  the  foarth 
of  Annit,  1804,  m  t&e  78d  Tear  of  hia  age.  Hit  ton  waa 
mated  earl  of  Camperdown  in  1881. 
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CHAPTER  X. 
MEMOIR  OF  LORD  NBLSOK. 

A  TBET  youDg  and  deUoate-Iooldiiflr  little  boy  bad  strajed* 
enticed  by  the  flower  and  the  bntteray  to  a  diitaiiee  iknm  Ik 
home,  and  his  prolonged  abeenoe  eidtimr  the  aiann  of  Ms 
IHends,  they  set  out  in  search  of  him.  The  litlle  fellow  was 
found  sitting  composedly  by  the  side  of  a  littfe  strsan,  plaa- 
ing  how  most  easily  to  get  orer  it.  An  andoos  rebtivs 
fondly  reproached  himi-.«  I  wonder  child,  that  fear  did  not 
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drive  jou  home."  "  Fear,  grandmamma,"  he  r(  i  licd,  "  I 
never  saw  fp.ir;  what  is  it?"  This  boy  was  the  future hero^ 
the  Nelson  of  tliP  Nile,  the.  cuiKjuerur  at  Tralali^ar. 

iioratio  Nelson,  tl)e  fourth  son  uf  the  Itev,  Edward  Nel- 
son, rector  of  Burnham  Thorpe,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
was  born  in  the  parsonage-house  of  that  parish,  September 
29,  1758.  His  father's  progenitors  were  originally  settled 
at  Hillsborough^  where,  in  addition  to  a  small  hereditary 
estate,  they  possessed  the  patronage  of  the  liviDff,  which  one. 
of  theim  enjojed  for  several  years.  By  hb  mother's  side  he 
waa  related  to  the  Walpoles,  and  was  named  Iioratio  for 
Horatio  Walpole,  earl  of  Or#ord,  and  to  two  great  Norfolk 
familiaty  the  Oholmondeleys  anri  the  Townahends. 

He  was  placed,  while  yet  of  a  tender  age^  at  the  high* 
sehool  of  Norwich,  whenee  he  was  removed  to  North- 
Wabham,  both  within  the  predicts  of  his  native  eonnty. 
But  he  did  not  lone  remain  there;  for  being  the  Tonnger 
son  of  a  numerous  family,  an  opportunity  was  eagerly  s^Sed. 
of  oblmning  some  professional  employment  for  hun  early  in 
Kfe.    Thb  occurred  when  he  was  only  twelve  years  old. 

Some  disputes  haying  taken  jplaee  between  the  courts  of 
St.  Jsunes's  and  Madndi  relatiTe  to  the  possession  of  the 
Falldand  Islands,  an  armament  was  immediately  ordered, 
and  captain  SueUing,  his  maternal  uncle,  having  obtained  a 
ship,  he  was  placed  on  his  qaarter-deok  as  a  midshipman,  on 
board  the  Raisonable,  of  sixty-four  ^uns.  But  after  his 
family  had  been  at  the  expense  of  his  outfit,  negotiations 
were  entered  into,  in  consequence  of  which  hostihties  were 
M}-|K'iid(jd.  On  thi.s,  the  ?hips  in  commissiun  were  laid  up 
iii  ordinary,  and  the  officers  disminsed.  But  instead  of  return- 
inir  home,  young  Nelson,  who  felt  no  abatement  of  his 
ai  aour,  entered  on  board  a  merchauttnaii,  in  which  he  made 
a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies. 

On  this  occasion,  aUlHui^rh  he  obtained  considerable  nau- 
tical knowledge,  so  far  as  bare  practice  extended,  yet  having 
no  field  for  hi^  aml  itiun,  he  became  distrusted,  and  would 
have  wiUingly  mil) meed  any  nthor  protession.  On  his 
return,  however,  finding  that  his  uncle  had  obtained  the  Tri- 
UTTiph,  he  repaired  on  board  of  her  in  his  iV.rmcr  capacity, 
:ind  soon  became  reconciled  to  the  service;  but  as  he 
possessed  an  inherent  ardour,  coupled  with  an  unabating 
spirit  of  enterprise,  and  utter  scorn  of  danger,  he  ^^'ns  ever 
Active  to  participate  in  those  scenes  where  knowledge  was  to 
be  obtained  or  glory  earned. 
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An  opportunity  of  this  kind  soon  presented  it^eli",  and  ap- 
peared adrnir ably  calculated  to  sati  ate  that  romantic  taste  for 
adventure  u  hirh,  from  thf  t  ar  li^  -t  pt^riuds  of  his  life,  s^e*ned 
to  fill  and  to  aLritaie  the  bosom  ot  our  vouthful  h^TO.  One 
of  the  ino-t  brilliant  ( i rem n stances  of  the  rci^  oi  Uc<»rge 
III.  coii-i-t<  d  in  that  ^{>irit  ui  discovery  which  conftanily  pre-- 
vailed  li  >in  tli^'  acot  s^ion  of  his  majesty  to  the  throne.  It 
was  in  jjursuanc</  nt  this  plan,  which  wri«  afterw  ards  extend- 
ed untier  captain  L'ook  to  another  hemisphere,  that  capt&iQ 
Phipp^,  afterwards  lord  Mul Lrrave,  sailed  June  2,  17T3. 
towards  the  Nortii  Polo.  \\v  himself  wa«  on  board  the 
Racehorse,  while  captain  Lutwitlge  coniinaoded  aootber 
bomb- vessel  called  the  Carcass,  both  of  which  had  been  fit- 
ed  out  OD  purpose  to  ascertain  to  what  degree  of  latitodt 
it  was  possible  to  penetrate.  On  board  the  latter  q£  tbaw 
TeMdsy  Nebon  was  admitted  with  great  difficoltr,  and  in 
conse^tDoe  of  Ui  own  preanog  BoluatattaD»  in  tlie  hamble 
aapftcitj  of  a  cox  wain;  rar,  in  consequence  of  an  order  fro« 
the  admiraity,  bojs  were  not  permitted  to  be  reooived  on 
board. 

After  passing  Shetland,  they  came  in  sight  of  Spitsbergen, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Moflfen  IsUnd,  beyond  wttok 
they  diseoTered  ssTen  other  isles,  situate  in  81  deg.  31  mm. 
When  tb^  had  .sailed  a  little  further  north,  they  beoaae 
suddenly  fast  wed^ped  in  the  ice,  on  the  81st  of  JnlVy  an  tikat 
the  passage  by  which  the  ships  had  entered  was  anddeoly  and 
completely  blocked  up,  while  a  strong  onrrent  set  in  to  the 
eastward.  In  this  critical  sitomtion  they  remainnd  five 
whole  days»  daring  which  period  their  destmctioa  nppenrtd 
ineritable;  bat  the  young  hero,  instead  of  beiw  dgpreaited, 
actoaled  b^  that  passion  for  enterprise^  which  were  mm 
uppermost  m  his  breast,  rentured  on  the  ice  daring  a  fine 
moon-light  night,  and  had  nearly  lost  his  life  by  a  rash  pur- 
suit of  a  hear.    Bein^  reprimanded  for  his  conduct,  he 

Eoutini^ly  ob:)erv6d|  ''That  he  wi&lied  to  obtain  the  ^ikia  fi>r 
is  father." 

Soon  after  his  return,  instead  of  being  appalled  by  tbi» 
dangers  recently  encountered,  young  Nelson  applic-i  lur  aiwi 
was  appointed  to  a  berth  in  the  Seahorse,  a  t  v\  enty-gun  <hip, 
in  which  ho  repaired  to  the  East  Indies,  an  l,  by  visiting 
every  part  of  the  coast  from  the  Bay  uf  Bi'ii  i^mI  t'»  l>us>orah, 
was  exposed  to  an  extreme  of  lieat  in  tin-  <  ur«e  of  this 
yoTfts;^,  nearly  equal  to  th>  <i('urr<H-  nf  eoM  ]iv  lia  1  experienc»>l 
in  iliu  iuruier.    These  suddt;a  chao^f^  could  not  but  provd 
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very  u^oriooat  aod  his  health  aooordingly  yielded  to  the 
pro—nre>  to  that  he  was  obliged  to  return  home  on  purpose 
to  breathe  his  native  air. 

Having  reoovered  his  health,  he  paasedy  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1777»  the  nsoal  eiamination  bsforo  the  Board  for  the 
raak  of  lieateoant»  and  on  the  snbseqnent  day  reoeiTed  hb 
oommission  as  seooiid  lieutenant  of  the  Lowestoflb,  of  thirty- 
two  gu  Ds.  In  this  Teasel  he  emised  against  the  Americans, 
and  toe  Lowestoife  happening  to  capture  a  letter  of  marque 
bekmging  to  the  colonies,  then  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  the 
first-lieutenant  proved  unable  to  take  possession  of  her,  in 
consequence  oi  tremendous  sea,  that  seemed  to  iotenlicl 
all  appruach.  Thu  captain,  }»iqued  at  this  circumstance, 
and  deijirous  of  eflPectiag  the  object  of  his  wishes,  inquired 
•*  whether  he  had  not  an  officer  capable  of  boardiiig-  the 
pri^e?'*  On  hearing  this,  lieutenant  Nelson  immediately 
jumped  into  the  boat,  and  told  the  master,  who  wi&hed  to 
h^ve  aiiticipated  him,  that  if  he  came  back  without  suc- 
cess, it  would  be  his  turn." 

In  1778,  he  was  apitointcd  to  the  Bristol,  and  rose  by 
seniority  to  be  first-lirutenant.  Tn  the  course  of  the  suc- 
ceeding year  (June  11,  llld)  he  obtained  the  rank  of  post- 
captain,  on  which  occasion  he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  Hinchinbroke.  Having  sailed  in  this  vessel  for  the 
West  Indies,  he  repaired  to  rort-Uoyal  in  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  and  an  expedition  against  one  of  the  Spanish  set- 
tlements being  then  in  contemplation,  he  had  an  oppor* 
ta&tty,  for  the  first  time,  of  distinguishing  himself  as  a  com- 
iiiMiaing-of!i<*or.  The  enterprize  to  whioh  we  allnde  was 
play*r^  by  Sir  John  Palling,  the  then  govemor»  for  the 
purpose  of  seising  on  Ibrt  St*  Joan,  in  the  O  ulph  of  Mexico. 
On  this  occasion  the  oontmander  of  the  Uincliinbroke  eon- 
TOjed  the  troops,  whioh  were  few  in  point  of  nombery  and 
ware  destitute  of  a  field  officer.  JBdward  Marcus  Despard, 
who  afterwards  suffered  for  high  treason,  acted  as  chidT  en« 

fimtTf  while  oaptun  Poison  commanded  the  land  forces; 
ut  die  plaoB  wonld  nerer  have  been  taken  had  not  the 
lint  these  oflicers  landed,  directed  the  assault,  and  even 
pointed  the  euns  with  his  own  hand, 

Hia  sMp  oetog  paid  off  on  his  return  to  England,  he 
relfared  to  the  plaoe  of  his  nativity,  the  parsooage-house  of 
Bornham  Thoorpe,  But  he  did  not  remain  there  long,  for 
he  was  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  Boreas,  in  which 
he  repaired  to  the  Leeward  Ldands,  and  had  uuder  hxm 
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I'rince  William  Henry,  afterwards  William  IV.,  who  thffi 
commanded  the  Pegasus.  While  on  this  station,  he  <jmog«d 
his  condition  in  life,  on  the  11th  of  March,  17879  bj  m  mar- 
riage with  Fnnoes  Woodward,  dapffliter  of  WiMin 
Woodward,  Esq.,  senior  judge  of  the  island  of  Ncnris  •■d 
widow  of  Dr.  Nishet,  a  surgeon  of  that  ialand. 

On  his  return  from  the  West  Indiaiy  captain  Kelm 
repaired  with  liis  wife  to  the  parBonageJuHiae  of  hie  hitkmi 
and  tbero,  at  a  diitaiioe  from  bustle  and  strifet  ^  peMd  a 
quiet  and  happy  life,  until  again  called  into  aotion  bv  tJbe 
concurrence  of  nnforeseen  e? entt.  He  appeeredt  iiiiinJ, 
daring  the  '^piping  times  of  peaoe,^*  to  a&et  a  taate  ftr 
rural  afiairs,  to  be  addicted  to  qiuet,  and  even  to  ■olitndt^ 
and  to  abhor  any  event  that  oowd  tear  him  from  hb  dv 
home.  But  no  sooner  did  the  British  minieten  infiesAea 
determination  to  interpose  in  the  domestie  GQneemB  cf 
France,  and  a  war  appeared  nnavoidableb  than  be  eagerlj 
repaired  to  town,  and  offered  his  services  to  the  admirahr. 

Fortunatel  J  for  his  country  these  senricee  were  accepi£d, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the  Agamemnon,  of  64  guns. 

That  able  and  gallant  oflScer,  lord  Hood,  being  a:  ii^i 
period  appointed  to  command  in  the  Mediterranean,  Le 
aecompanied  him  thither,  and  was  present  at  the  time  his 
lord  shin  occupied  Tonlou,  u  hich  he  garrisoned  with  Eni;l:$J";, 
Spanish,  and  Neapolitan  troops.  Captain  Nelson  was  aho 
present  at  the  siege  ui  Hastia,  Ltiviiig  knded  at  the  head  cf 
a  body  of  seamen,  with  whom  be  served  in  the  batt^riesi 
until  the  capture  of  thai  city,  \v  hieh  suri  endert  d  Maj  22, 
1795.  lie  afterwards  repaired  to  Calvia.  and  while  busHr 
employed  before  it,  lost  an  eye.  ITi*^  ofmiluct  on  both  the^ 
occasions  excite  1  liie  highest  euiogium^  on  the  part  of  tbt 
admiral  who  commanded. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1805,  being  aecompanie<l  bv  the 
Meleager,  Diadem,  and  Petterell,  he  performed  a  brilliact 
exploit  at  Laona,  having  boarded  and  cut  out  four  French 
store  ships,  by  means  of  the  boats  of  his  squadron,  nnda' 
the  tire  of  the  batteries,  and  amidst  an  incessant  di^ 
charge  of  musketry.  Several  vessels  laden  with  fi«Mwy% 
destined  for  the  si^  of  Mantua,  were  also  captured  in  ths 
neighbourhood  of  Onsgha;  so  that  lus  name  became  a 
terror  to  the  foe. 

Vioe-admiral  Hotham  having  succeeded  lord  Hood  in  the 
command,  captain  Nelson  was  present  at  the  action  with  the 
French  fleet,  March  15»  1796,  on  which  occasion  he  acrred 
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in  the  centre  division.  The  English  fleet  consisted  of  fnnr- 
tet^n  ^ail  of  the  line, and  that  of  the  eneinv  of  tit'tt  l  ii,  w  ith  an 
a  iin5r?ir<  Haij  riyiniron  board  tho  Snns-Culottes,  of  iliO  guns 
arjii  I^UOO  men.  After  a  ^liarj*  and  bloody  conflict,  two  shi|)S 
were  captured;  :ind  the  Againemnon  \va«i  twice  enlled  otf 
bv  ^itrnal,  on  account  of  his  eagerness  for  a  close  uclton. 

Soon  after  this  he  w  as  detached  with  a  small  ^cjuadron 
from  the  .Mediterranean  fl»'ct,  by  means  of  which  he  swept 
the  adjacent  coasts  ol  the  enemy,  and  cut  out  nine  ships 
beiongin*^'  to  the  French  from  tlie  hays  of  AUssio  and 
ADL''uelia,  in  the  niiulii*ourhood  of  \'a'ln. 

When  the  Vicerov  of  Corsica,  (6iv  GiMK-n  KIHot,  lord 
Mioto,)  foreseeing  tlie approaching  evacnatimi  uftiiat  island, 
thought  fit  to  seize  on  the  isle  of  Klha,  he  was  employed  for 
this  purpose;  an<l  having  first  effected  a  landinir,  and  tluii 
placed  the  Captain,  of  74  guns,  within  half  a  pistol  shot  of 
tiio  grand  bastion,  the  governor  consented  to  a  capitulation, 
and  acconlingly  the  town  of  i*orto  Ferrajo,  w  ith  one  hund- 
rt^l  pieces  of  cannon,  was  immediately  surrendered. 

la  December  17^6,  captain  Nelson  was  gratified  for  his 
services  by  the  permission  of  hoisting  a  broad  pendant  as 
€K>mmodore  on  board  La  Minerve,  in  which  frigate  he  cap- 
ttir^  La  8abina,  a  forty-fifTin  ship.  Of  the  enemy  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  wt k  kiiUtl  and  wounded,  while  the 
hms  was  only  forty-one  on  l>oard  his  own  vessel.  Soon  after 
this  he  descried  the  Spanish  fleet,  nud  iunnediately  steered 
with  the  intelligence  to  tlu  &4ua«li  uii  commanded  by  Hir  .luhn 
Jervi?,  who  by  his  conduct  on  thai  lay  ( February  14, 17l>7,) 
merited  aisd  acquired  the  title  of  earl  of  St.  Vincent. 

Commodore  Nelson,  having  comiiiuiueattd  tlie  parti- 
culars rtlative  to  the  force  and  state  of  the  enemv,  shifted 
his  pendant  on  board  the  Captain,  of  seventy-four  guns, 
coujiiiandetl  by  captain  Miller.  The  conuiian<ler-in- 
chief,  who  had  reliniiuished  the  blockade  of  (.'adiz  in  order 
to  pursue  the  fleet  under  Don  Jo8ej)h  de  Cordova,  no  sooner 
received  the  joyful  tidings,  than  he  prepared  for  action, 
although  he  had  only  fifteen,  to  oppose  twenty-seven  sail  of 
the  line.  He  did  not,  however,  upon  this  occasion  disdain 
to  make  use  of  the  advantages  arising  out  of  superior  sea- 
manship ;  for,  by  sailing  down  in  a  close  and  compact  order, 
be  oontrived  to  begin  the  engagement  before  the  Spanish 
iMUniral  was  able  to  complete  his  line  of  battle,  as  a  number 
of  the  tbips  had  been  separated  from  the  main  body, 
fieiiiog,  therefore,  the  critical  moment  when  they  were  still 


Digitized  by  Google 


474  uiftD  wxuoir. 

ia  disorder,  by  carrying  a  press  of  sail,  tho  English  soddnklj 
passed  throogb  the  Spanish  aqnadron,  alt^  whidi  tfaej 
tad^d  in  to  jadictoas  amaooer,  as  to  ent  oiF  all  that  pottm 
which  had  fallen  to  leeward.  About  deven  o'clock  the 
ii.<nal  was  ma^  IVom  the  Victory  for  doee  fight,  and  after 
a  severe  cannonade^  four  ships  were  captured. 

The  following  account  of  the  eoDdnct  of  lord  Kdscm, 
upon  thin  occasioo,  was  drawn  up  by  colooel  Drinkwater, 
who  happened  to  be  on  board  at  the  time:— 

•*  When  Sir  John  Jerrlshad  accomplished  his  bold  intentian 
of  breaking  the  enemy's  line,  the  Spanish  admiral,  w  ho  bad 
been  separate*!  to  windward  with  his  main  body,  (xinssistirg 
of  cu^hlet^n  ships  of  the  line,  from  nine  ships  that  were  cut 
off  to  leeward,  appeared  to  make  a  movement,  as  if  with  a 
view  to  join  the  latter.  This  design  was  complete] v  frus- 
trated by  the  timely  oppoj'ition  of  commodore  Nel?on, 
whose  station  in  the  rear  of  the  British  \n\^  anorded  him 
opportunii  v  of  observing  this  manamvre.  His  ship,  the 
Captain,  had  no  sooner  passed  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  ship$ 
that  were  to  windward,  iIkiti  he  ordered  her  to  wear,  and 
stood  on  the  other  tack  ttJw.inU  the  enemy. 

"In  executing  this  bold  and  dcciaive  manrrnvre,  the 
commodore  reache<l  the  sixth  ship  from  the  c-nemv'*  rear, 
which  bore  the  Spanish  admiral's  rtao",  ilw  ^Santi^ima 
Trinidada,  of  13G  guns,  a  shi()  uf  tV»ur  tlrck^,  r»»p^^rtt*d  to 
be  the  larpr<''^t  in  the  world.  Notwithstanding  the  inequality 
of  force,  the  commodore  instantly  ensjageii  thi>  colossal 
opponent,  and  for  a  considerable  time  had  to  contend,  n;  t 
only  with  her,  but  with  her  set  iid  nliead  and  astern,  each 
of  three  ilecks.  While  he  maintained  this  imequal  combat, 
which  was  viewed  with  admiration  mixed  with  anxietv,  hi5 
friends  were  fiving  to  his  support ;  the  enf-niv's  attention 
wa^  soon  directed  to  the  Culb><lf^n,  captain  i  rouhridge.  auJ 
in  a  short  time  after  to  the  Blenheim,  of  r^O  guns,  t*aptaia 
Frederick,  who  opportunely  came  to  his  assistance. 

"  The  intrepid  conduct  of  the  commodore  staggered  the 
Spanish  admiral,  who  already  appeared  to  waver  in  pursriirjg 
his  intention  of  joining  the  ships  cut  off  by  the  British  tieet, 
when  the  Culloden*s  timely  arrival,  and  captain  Troubridge*$ 
spirited  support  of  the  commodore,  together  with  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Blenheim,  followed  by  rear-admiral  Parker, 
with  the  Prince  Geoi^,  Orion,  Irresistible,  and  Diadeoiy 
not  far  distant,  determined  the  SpanUh  admiral  to  cfaancv 
hia  deeign  altogether,  and  to  throw  out  the  aignai  for  tht 
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ships  of  Kb  mam  bodj  to  haul  their  wind^  and  mako  sail  on 

the  larboard  tadc. 

Not  a  momeot  was  lost  in  improTinff  tlia  advantage  now 
apparent  in  faroor  of  the  Brittah  aqnadron.   As  the  ships 
of  rear-4idnitral  Paiker*8  dirisbn  approached  the  enemy's 
ahipsy  In  sopport  of  the  Gaptain»  commodore  Nelson's  ship, 
asMl  her  gallant  seconds,  the  Blenheim  and  GoUoden,  the 
eannonade  heeame  more  animated  and  impreflsive.   In  this 
snanner  did  commodore  Nelson  engage  a  Spanish  three* 
dndwr,  nntil  he  had  nearly  expended  all  the  ammnnition  in 
his  ship,  which  had  suffered  the  loss  of  her  fore  top-mast, 
and  rocelTed  soch  considerable  damage  in  her  sails  said  ri^- 
gioff,  that  she  was  almost  rendered  Aort  de  eambai.   At  this 
criticnl  period  the  Spanish  three-decker,  having  lost  her 
sniMn  mast,  fell  on  IkmuhI  a  Spanuh  two-decker,  of  84  gnns, 
thsit  was  her  second,  this  latter  ship  consequently  now  became 
tliB  eommodore*s  opponent,  and  a  roost  vigorous  fire  was 
up  for  some  time  bj  both  ships  within  pistol-shot. 
**  It  was  now  that  the  commodore's  ship  lost  many  men, 
sad  that  the  damages  already  sustained,  through  the  long 
mud  avdnons  conflict  which  she  had  maintained,  appeared  to 
render  a  continuance  of  the  contest  in  the  usual  way  pre- 
earioiM,  or  perhaps  impossible.    At  this  critical  moment 
the  commodore,  from  a  sndden  impulse,  instantly  resolved 
on  a  bold  and  deobire  measure,  and  determined,  t\  hatever 
might  be  the  erent,  to  attempt  his  opponent  sword  in  hand; 
the  boarders  were  summoneo,  and  orders  given  to  lay  his 
ilnp  on  board  the  enemy. 

Fortune  favours  the  brave !  Nor  on  this  occn^ion  was 
she  unmindful  of  her  favourite.  Ralph  Wiliet  Miller,  the 
commodore's  captain,  so  judiciously  directed  the  course  of 
the  ship  that  he  laid  her  aboard  the  slarboard-tjuarter  of  the 
Spanlsn  dghty-four,  her  sprit-sail-yard  passing  over  the 
enemy's  poop,  and  hooking  in  her  miien-shronds ;  when  the 
word  to  board  being  given,  the  officers  and  seamen  destined 
for  this  perilous  duty,  headed  by  lieutenant  Berry,  together 
with  the  detachment  of  the  sixty-ninth  regiment,  commanded 
by  lieutenant  Pearson,  then  doing  duty  as  marines  on 
board  the  Captain,  passed  with  rapidity  on  board  the 
enem;*8  ship,  and  in  a  short  time  the  San  Nicholas  was 
in  possession  of  her  intrepid  assailants.  The  commodore's 
ardour  would  not  permit  him  to  rnmain  an  inactive  spectator 
of  this  scene.    He  was  aware  the  attempt  was  hazardous, 

and  ha  thought  his  presence  might  animate  his  brave  com* 
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panions  contribute  to  the  sucees*  of  thi*  Hold  enterprise, 
he  therefore,  a-  :i  by  magic  impulse,  accompanied  the  party 
in  thi-  ^;:^ck  ;  passing  from  the  fore-chains  of  his  fwn  slup 
iijt<»  the  enemv's  qiiaitcr-K'allerT,  ar.  1  :::ence  thrc»u^'::  tlie 
cabin  to  the  quarter-deck,  wher^  he  ^ii  rlvt  I lorecvive 
tbe  sword  of  the  dying  commaadeTy  who  haA  beeo  mort^ilj 
vcMioded  by  ihe  boarders. 

He  had  i^v-i  been  long  employetl  in  takiDg"  the  nccessuy 
measures  to  secure  this  hard-earned  coDqtiest,  when  be 
found  himself  engaged  in  a  more  arduous  task.  The  stem 
oi  the  three-decker,  his  former  opponent,  was  placed  directlT 
amidships  of  the  weather-beam  of  the  prize,  San  Kic^las, 
and  from  her  poop  and  galleries  the  coemj  sortlj  mmiojed 
with  muskets^  the  Britidi  who  bad boiffded  tibe  SaB  Nidwb^ 
Tbe  eoamodfm  was  sot  long  in  retolTing  on  the  ooadpct 
lobe«d«»tediqMNi  Ibis  momiitoiitcioeiaoii;  the  two  aller. 
Mtirea  wttpreaeBtedtbeBMi?eeto  himiislnlDBnBlDl  vere^ 
to  ^ule  the  pfiie^  or  infUiitlj  board  the  tbroti  due  bar. 
GeiMflOt  ID  the  bravery  of  bit  ipainpTi,  be  A  H  i  mlmA  <m 
the  latter.  DirectiDg  tberefore  an  additional  nnber  of  mtm 
to  be  Best  from  the  eafitain  on  board  the  San  Nicfaoba»  the 
nnda— ted  ooeuiodore,  whom  no  danger  erer  umafled, 
headed  Imnaelf  tiie  aasaOanta  in  tfab  new  attach^  CMawbg, 
*  Weatmimtcr  Abbej,  or  gloriooa  Tietotr  P 

**8n€eem  in  a  few  minnUBy  and  with  nttle  kMi»  crowned 
the  enlerpriie,  Saeh,  indeed,  was  the  panic  oPcaalMBcd  by 
his  praeeding  oondoet,  that  the  Britidino  sooner  appeared  OS 
the  qnarter-deck  of  their  new  opponent,  than  the  r  nt— inii 
nnt  ndranced,  nad^  askinff'  Ibr  the  Britnh  eonunaa^r 
ottoer,  dropped  on  one  icnsc^  and  presented  his  awora, 
apologising  at  the  same  time  Ibr  the  Bpaash  adfluraTs  asi 
apptaring,  as  he  was  dangeroosW  woanded*  IWamsMBt 
commodore  NelsoD  coold  soarcdj  nersoade  himself  of  tint 
SBCoad  tnslaace  of  good  fbrtnne;  he  Uierslbre  ordsrsdtht 
Sparah  commandant,  who  had  the  rank  of  a  brigadier^  ta 
assemble  the  oficsrs  on  ^  <{itarter-deck,  and  dffcet  mesas 
to  be  tidun  instantly  for  oommonicating  to  the  crnr  tbs 
sarreader  ^  the  shin*  All  the oftosrs  tmmediatel j  appeared, 
aad  the eommodorehad  the  snrrmderof  the San^Joesf daiy 
oooftrmed  by  each  of  them  delivering  his  sword. 

^'The  coaswatn  of  the  comniowm^s.  bargee  William 
Pcamey,  had  attended  close  by  hb  side  throeighoat  tba 
pcrilons  attempt.  To  him  the  comaMidore  gave  m  ehm||i 
Ihe  swords  of  Ihe  Spanish  oAcera  as  he  rsosired  them;  and 
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fl»  ODdMiitfld  tir,  as  they  ddivcrtd  to  hinHf  tucked 
tktBB  honoofttbUtropluei  tmder  hit  ann  with  ail  iheooolucM 
jou^iiiJiUe.  It  was  at  thiamoneiit  also  that  a  British  aailory 
who  bad  loog  fought  under  the  oommodors^  camo  up  in  the 
fiihwsi  of  his  heart,  and  ezoosing  the  liberty  he  was  taking, 
jMlsed  to  shake  him  by  the  handy  to  oongratnlate  him  opon 
seeing  him  safe  oo  the  quarter  deck  S  a  Sfianish  three- 
deohcF* 

This  new  con^iest  had  scarcely  sabmitted»  and  the  com- 
aaodore  retoraed  on  board  the  San  Nichohu»  when  the  latter 
ship  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  in  two  places*  At  the 
first  moment  appearances  were  alarming,  but  the  presence 
of  mind  and  resources  of  the  commodore  and  his  officers  in 
tins  emergency  soon  got  tbe  fire  under. 

**  A  si^nAl  was  immediately  made  by  the  captain  for  boats 
to  assist  m  disentangling  her  from  tbie  two  prizes ;  and  as 
Ae  was  incapable  or  further  servkc^  until  refitted,  the  cora« 
asodorc  again  hoisted  his  pendant  for  the  moment  on  board 
I^a  Minerve  frigate,  and  in  the  STening  shifted  it  to  the 
Irresistible,  captain  Martin ;  but  as  soon  as  the  Oaptain  was 
refitted,  he  rehoisted  his  penidant  on  board  the  latter  ship.'' 

In  consequenoe  of  a  promotion  in  the  navy.  Nelson 
hoisted  his  fiag  as  a  rear-Mmiral  of  the  bine  in  April  1797* 
and  was  detached  soon  after  to  brin^  away  the  garrison  of 
Porto  Ferrajo.  Afler  performing  this  serricei  on  the  27th 
of  Mmj  he  changed  to  the  Theseus,  and  was  appointed  to 
commmid  the  inner  squadron  then  blockading  Cadi/. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  him,  during  the  night  of  the  dd 
of  July,  to  Dombard  this  city,  and  he  conduct^  this  enter* 
priae  with  his  usual  spirit  and  resolotiooi  the  Thunderer 
ipomb  hating  been  stationed,  under  his  management,  witliin 
two  thoasand  five  hundred  yards  of  the  walls.  On  this  the 
Spaniards^  anxious  to  prerent  the  consequences,  sent  out  all 
their  armed  craft,  consitting  of  mortars,  g^n-boats,  and 
lauDchf^v  The  conflict  was  long  and  obstinate;  both  sides 
exhibited  great  valour;  and  a  singnUr  event  ensued,  scarcely 
to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  of  modern  warfare.  The 
brave  Don  Miguel  Terrason,  who  commande<l  the  arma* 
ment,  in  a  barge  rowed  by  twenty-six  oars  and  thirty  men, 
made  a  most  desperate  efTort  to  overpower  Sir  Horatio 
Nelson  and  his  boat's  crew.  They  fouj?nt  with  their  swords, 
hand  to  hand,  and  the  conflict  was  long  and  doubtTul. — 
At  length,  however,  eighteen  of  hi^  crr  w  having  been  killed, 
and  hims^  tpg^her  with  the  remainder  wounded,  the 
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Spuikh  reir-adniinil  sbeered  off.  Nor  vat  liM  Briliih 
oomminder  exempt  horn  danger ;  for  coptoin  FreMMBtl% 
who  acoompaiued  him,  was  hnrt,  and  fab  oosawani  B^teib 
who^  by  web^timed  alacrity,  had  saved  hb  eoBnaaadcr  wtom 
a  mortal  blow,  was,  together  with  srrenl  sailors,  dhahlaiL 

Two  nights  after,  another  bomhardment  was  atteiii|iaad^ 
and  effected  with  more  sncKsess  i  for  ten  sail  of  the  finew  i»- 
dading  the  flag-shipe  of  the  admirals  Manaredo  and  Or^ 
\h)ii,  were  obliged  to  warp  oat  of  the  range  of  the  shelli. 
Ijord  St. Vincent,  no  iadiflerent  judge  of  brareiy  aad  yai 
oondnct,  concludes  an  aooount  of  these  achievements,  m  * 
letter  addressed  to  the  admiralty,  with  erophaticmllj  obserr- 
ing,  That  an  j  praise  of  his  woold  UH  far  abort  of  admiral 
Kelson's  merits. 

The  next  exploit  in  which  we  find  him  engaged  was  aa 
attempt  to  obtain  possession  of  Teneriffe.  Earl  St  ViDeent 
having  receiTod  intelligence,  w  hile  stationed  <^  Cadis,  thaS 
this  island  was  utterly  destitute  of  the  means  of  defenoeband 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  treasore  had  been  hmdtd 
thm,  determined  to  detach  a  squadron  against  it,  i  omiasntisd 
by  an  enterprising  officer.  Bear-admiral  Ndaon  being 
accordingly  selected  for  this  purpose,  was  invested  with  tha 
command  of  the  following  ships: — Theseusy  74  gnns,  rsarw 
admiral  Nelson,  captain  fi.  W .  Miller ;  CuUodeOy  74  guns, 
captain  Troubridge;  Zealous,  74  guns,  captain  Samoel 
Hood ;  Leander,  50  guns,  captain  Thompson ;  Emerald,  44 
gun??,  captain  Waller  ;  Seahorse,  32  guns,  captain  Freo- 
mantk  :  Terpsichore,  36  guns,  captain  Bowen;  Ifoaeattar^ 
14  iruns,  cnptain  Oihsou;  <ind  a  BombA-pfoh. 

This  armaiuent  arrived  botnre  t!»ant:i  1 -ruz  on  the  22d  of 
July,  1797,  and  it  was  intended  to  take  thf»  p!nee  hr  ftit- 
prise,the  undertaking  was  deferred  untii  night,  but  themorn-i 
mg  was  far  atlvaiiced.  in  eon^r  qiionce  of  unforeseen  delars. 
A  body  of  nu  n,  inchidiug  oih*  tlu'usand  marines,  then  landed 
un<1er  the  direction  of  captain  Truuhri<]Lrc  of  the  Culloden, 
assisted  by  raptnins  Hood,  Thompson,  FrtHjraantle,  Bowen^ 
Millor,  [\ud  WaUer^aiiof  whom  volimteered  Ihsir  serriocs 
upon  this  occasion. 

The  enemv*  however,  appear  to  have  hevu  far  b»"ttor  pr**- 
ared  than  had  heeii  iinaL::ined,  for  a  very  sharp  tare  iaas 
ept  up  from  their  batteries  :  one  boat  was  Stove  iOt  serenU 
were  damaged,  and  the  Fox  cutter  lo-r. 

Admiral  Nelson,  who  had  eone  on  shore  with  the  nr-i 
divisioDy  stcoompAuied  it  nearlj'  to  the  spoi  which  was  4ss« 
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tilled  for  the  emtilt ;  bot  lost  his  riffht  arm  bj  a  caDnoD- 
tbot.  His  eon-in-lawy  lieutenant  Nisbittf  carried  him  to  a 
host,  which  conveyed  him  on  board  the  Tlieseus^  under  a 
tremondons  fire  from  tlie  enemy's  batteries. 

While  tlieir  commander  lay  m  this  deplorable  state^  the 
storming-party  adTaneedf  seued  the  walU,  and  penetrated 
Into  the  great  square  of  the  townt  where,  having  formed  to 
the  number  of  about  fbur  hundred,  they  marcned  towards 
the  eitadely  but  found  it  too  strong  for  them  to  attack  with 
moy  hopes  of  sucoess,  bein^  unprovided  with  cannon* 

In  tne  meantime  captain  Troubridge  was  informed  by 
aonio  of  htt  prisoners  that  a  larff e  body  of  Spaniards,  assisted 
bj  some  Frencht  and  supported  by  five  field-piece9,  was  pre- 
paring to  give  them  battle.  On  this,  pcoxnnving  the  utter 
impoosibility  of  recdvi^g  any  further  aid  from  the  ships, 
he  dispatched  captain  Hood  with  a  message  to  the  Spanish 
fgoiwmoT,  purporting,  "  That  if  be  would  allow  him  freely, 
and  without  molestation,  to  embark  his  people,  and  /bmish 
hhn  mth  boats  for  that  purpose,  in  the  place  of  those  which 
had  been  stove  in,  the  squadron  before  the  town  should  not 
bepermitted  to  molest  it.**    On  his  £xoellency*s  replying, 

That  they  roost  surrender  prisoners  of  war,**  the  messenger 
observed^  ^  That  if  the  terms  preferred  bv  him  were  not 
instantly  complied  with,  Santa  Cruz  would  instantly  be  set 
fire  to,  and  the  SpanUods  attacked  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.** 

On  bearing  this  resolute  declaration,  Don  Juan  Antonia 
Chitterez  thought  it  prudent  to  cnniply,  and  captain  Trou- 
bridge immediately  marched  with  \m  men,  colours  flying 
and  drums  beating,  to  the  head  of  the  mole,  where  boats 
being  furnished  bv  the  Spaniards,  thev  iromediatelj  em- 
barked, their  wounded  men  naving  been  kindly  received  into 
the  hospital,  while  those  who  had  escaped  unhurt  recmved  a 
plentiful  supply  of  provisions  of  all  kinds. 

Sir  Horatio  immediatriv  returned  to  England,  and  it  was 
not  until  many  months  aner  his  arm  had  been  amputated^ 
that  he  was  pronounced  out  of  danger. — On  his  first  ap- 
pearance at  Ckmrt,  his  majesty  received  him  to  the  most 
gracious  manner,  and  was  pleased  to  express  regret  that 
hie  state  of  health  and  wounds  were  likely  to  deprive  the 
nation  of  hb  future  services.  On  this  the  gallant  and  un- 
daunted tar  replied,  with  all  that  enthusiasm  peculiar  to  his 
ehancter,  I  can  never  think  that  a  loss  whicn  the  perform- 
ance of  my  duty  has  occasioned  ;  and  so  long  as  I  have  a 
foot  to  stand  0D9 1  will  combat  ior  my  king  sind  country.** 
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As  it  was  prppoied  at  tlm  period  to  conff>r  a  peHm  of 
j^lOOO  par  annvai^  upon  1iub»  oa  acconnt  of  his  esptotts  mmd 
hk  ki«aB»  it  became  necessaryv  aooordiog  to  tha  eutooi  of 
tlia  naTj,  that  lie  tbouid  give  io  a  distinei  etaaeBent  of  bis 
daiflHb  In  coDsequenoa  of  tbis  be  drew  up  the  folknriD^ 
paper,  wiiicketaDdi  onriTaUed  in  ita  kiiid:-^ 

**  TW  MeoMirial  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  K.B^  and  a  Bctf- 
Admiral  in  ^omr  MajestT't  fleet. 

Thai  duriog  the  prestiu  war  vuur  memorialist  iias  been 
in  fbar  actions  with  the  fleets  of  tfie  enemy,  viz.,  on  i3ifa 
and  14th  of  Mwrch,  on  the   13th  of  Julv,  ITlO; 

and  on  the  14th  of  Februui  v,  17^7;  in  three  actions  vitb 
frigates;  in  six  ciiiragements  acrainst  batteries:  in  i<  n  -lu 
in  boats  emDlovt?d  in  cuiiiu^-  uut  harbours;  in  dt?stnjvini? 
vessels,  oiii  ill  t^tking  three  towns.  Your  i  :  .  -i 
also  served  on  shore  with  tbj  nvniy  four  oiuLil.-.  -l  i  couj- 
maudcd  iLj  batteries  at  the  tiegci  ui  Bastia  auu  CaJvia.. 

•*  That  during  the  war  he  has  assisted  at  the  capture  uf 
aeren  sail  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  four  corvettes,  and  elc  v^u 
priTateers  of  different  sizes ;  and  taken  and  destroyed  m;ix 
mj  sail  of  merchant  vessels;  aad  jour  memorialist  bas 
aetaaUj  been  engaged  against  the  enemj  upwards  of  one 
bondred  and  twenty  times. 

In  wlneli  serviee  jonr  manorialist  haa  kafcbb  right  €j9 
and  am»  and  been  sererelj  wonnded  and  bmiaed  in  bit 
body.  All  of  which  seracea  and  wonnds  jour  mimirialiil 
most  hnmbl J  sabnutB  to  joor  mi^jeBty*a  most  gcadona  consUI- 


^'Hoaano  KxLaos^ 

••OCTOBEK,  1797." 

He  was  now  enabledf  bad  be  been  so  inclincil,  t<^ 
retired  allogethtf  from  the  serrice,  and  lived  e<)uall  v  e^^empi 
from  danger  and  f^romwaa^on  his  pension  and  halt-p^v 
Bnt  his  heart  still  panted  after  glory ;  and  having  rejt mlAi 
lord^  St.  Vincent's  fieett  a  new  soana  opened  for  the  sU^i.^ 
of  his  ambition  and  the  display  of  his  talenta. 

The  ^es  of  all  Snropa  were  at  that  mooMot  fixed  on 
Boonaparta.  After  oononeriag  Italy,  and  effeetiog  a  peace 
on  the  continent,  he  had  fitted  ont  a  fwga  flaat»  and  eJbark- 
edanarmjofTeteraasoUiera.  The  iwnediatanl^of 


Digitized  by  Google 


LOAD  1ISI.80N, 


481 


likaitick  was  as  jet  mikiiown;  and  wlule  mankiiid  ranaui- 
ed  involved  in  snipeiisey  the  Eo^ish  ministrj  deemed  it 
pradent  to  fit  out  a  squadron  in  pursuit  of  him. 

Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  the  officer  fixed  upon  for  the  com* 
mmadt  was  dcspat  i  ]i<  1  bjearl  St.  Vincent  into  the  Moditerra* 
nean,  on  the  7th  of  Maj»  1798,  with  hie  flag  flying  on  board 
the  Vaogaardy  of  eeventy-four  guns,  together  with  the  Orion 
mnd  Alexander,  of  equal  forcci  the  Emerald  and  Terpetohore 
Agates,  and  La  Bonne  Oitcrfenne  skwp-of-war.  Having 
reached  the  Gulph  of  Ljons,  they  were  aaeailed  bj  ft 
▼ioieot  gale  of  wind,  which  carried  away  a  topmast,  as  wiA 
an  the  roremast  of  the  rear-admiraFs  ship,  on  the  22d»  the 
Tmfj  day  on  which  the  French  fleet,  with  Buonaparte  on 
board,  sailed  from  Toulon.  Having  refitted  in  St.  Pierre*e 
rondt  in  the  island  of  Sardinia,  the  harbour  of  wliich  they 
wore  not  allowed  to  enter,  the  Englieh  eqnadron  reached  the 
place  of  rendezvous  on  the  4th  of  Jme,  and  were  jnhied  on 
the  8th,  by  ten  sail  of  the  line  under  captain  Troobrtdge. 

With  this  foroe^  which  he  deemed  sufficient  to  enconnter 
any  fleet  of  the  enemy,  admiral  Nebon  proposed  to  steer 
^ter  them  immediately,  and  knowing  that  tney  had  sailed 
with  the  wind  at  N.  W.,  he  was  induced  to  think  that  they 
were  destined  up  the  Mediterranean.  Neither  on  theooart 
of  Italjy  nor  in  the  port  of  Naples,  could  any  intelligence 
t  e  obtained  of  the  ultimate  intentions  of  the  French  ;  all 
that  was  learned  amounted  to  a  mere  supposition  that  they 
had  proceeded  towards  Malta.  To  facilitate  the  passage 
thither,  it  was  determined  to  pass  thmngh  the  Straits  of 
Messina,  and  this  wns  accomplished  on  the  20th  with  a  fair 
wind  ;  and  two  days  after,  intelligence  was  received  that  the 
French  had  captured  Malta,  and  sailed  theim  on  the  18th 
with  a  tVesh  brcezf  nt  N.  W. 

On  thii*  Sir  Horatio  took  an  opposite  direction,  and  was 
Tiot  a  little  mortified,  on  discoverinir  Alexandria,  that  not  a 
ginj^le  French  ship  was  anchored  there.  In  this  state  of  un- 
certainty, he  instantly  returned  to  Sicily,  entered  the  port  of 
Svracuse,  took  in  a  supply  of  fresh  water,  steered  on  the 
25th  of  .Tnly  for  the  Mona,  and,  in  conseqaence  ol  new  and 
more  correct  iiiiVirrnatio!!,  determined  once  more  to  visit 
Alexandria,  wliich  he  descried  on  the  first  of  Aneust  at  rmoii. 
The  enemy's  tieet  was  first  discovered  by  c:i[>t;un  HomiI.  in 
the  Zealous,  consisting  ot'  se\  cnteen  saii^  lying  at  anchor  iu 
aline  of  battle  in  Abuukir  hay. 

1  hia  formidable  fleet  appeared  to  be  moored  in  a  compaet 
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LOU  «suair« 


liM  of  biittkb  MpporM  Ibj  a  btttciy  of  gM  ad  aort»% 
on  an  yiuAmllmtwm^w}A^MBwm^^ttma^ 

€BOd  by  gOtt-lwolll. 

AhhonA  the  wwdUem         MxA  the 
jel  the  odniml  nude  tke  signal  for  botdo^  and  ilgwIHai  al 
tba  mme  tine  that  it  was  hit  intantiqa  to  attack  the  wiiij^a 
vao  and  ociitre  as  it  Uj  at  anchor,  aeoordiD^  to  m  pin  al- 
foii^  eommunlcatod  by  him  to  the  respeetive  cantjuaa. 

The  British  fleet,  eretr  ship  of  which  soondea  iti  waj  ma 
h  proeeedod,  stood  in ;  and  Sir  Hotmtio  beiK  strvek  with 
the  idea  that  where  there  was  room  Ibr  one  ahip  to  awiag' 
thm  was  opportanitT  for  another  to  anchor,  measures  wen 
taken  for  carnriog  tlus  idea  into  effect,  notwithstazKiizig'  the 
CaUoden  had  Krounded  on  Bequier  Island,  The  Qoliatk  and 
ZeekNia,  toother  with  the  Orioo,  the  Aiidacio«%  aad  the 
Theseus,  kd  inside,  and  rsedved  a  most  treoMndoos  fito 
from  the  van  of  the  fleet,  as  well  as  the  batteries  as  slwe^ 
while  the  Vanguard  anchored  on  the  outside  of  the  eoemr, 
within  half  a  pistol  shot  of  Le  Spartiate.  The  Minotaur, 
IMeooe,  and  Bellerc^bon,  Majestic,  Swif^snre^  and  Alex- 
ander,  came  op  in  succession  ;  and  captain  Thon^psoa  of  tht 
Leander,  making  ap  in  seamanship  for  the  deficiencT  of  s 
fftv-^n  ship  in  point  of  metal,  dropped  her  anchor  atliwut 
the  hawse  of  he  Franklin,  an  oightT-gTin  ship,  insm^a 
masterlv  manner.  a«  to  annov  l>oth  her  an<l  L' Orient. 

N'otwithj^tanding  the  darkness  that  soon  ensued,  Le  Gner- 
rier  was  dismasted  in  the  c  >ur>e  of  a  few  nuiiut*  v^^^lethe 
twilight  yet  remained  ;  Le  Conquerart  nnd  Lc  Spartiate 
were  also  soon  reduced  to  a  similar  state;  three  more,  L'A- 
qailon,  Le  Souverain  Peuple,  and  Le  Spartiate,  surrender e^l ; 
soon  after  %v  iuch  the  admirarj-  ^hip,  L'Orieni,  w  a«  d2«ci»vmd 
to  be  on  fire,  and  the  flame=  hiir?:t  forth  with  such  rapidity, 
that  gr'  apprehensiuos  v%ere  t  Jit^ rtaiued  not  onlv  for  bir 
safetv.  hut  also  that  of  such  ^hips  of  the  Sriliah  liael 
were  in  iier  immediate  vi^'init v. 

Sir  Horatio  NeNon,  u  hu  ii.iii  rehreJ  i>eiow  iu  conseqTierrt 
of  a  wound  received  during  the  action,  no  sooner  rtM^i^  *4 
intclliarence  of  this  alarming  event,  than  hecanie  upon  >Wk, 
and,  w::h  ihat  inl)orn  humaiutv  v^hich  is  the  bes>t  character- 
istic of  a  heru,  hetli  'iiirht  him  of  the  likelv  meam  to 
save  the  lives  ui  aa  luauv  of  the  enemv  as  pi>s5ible.  TKe 
onJjr  boat  in  a  condition  to  swim  was  therefore  immeJiatcU 
dcipetched  from  tht*  admirai's  ship,  ami  tLe  eomm!\?i,iT»rs 
4ftthcm  Miowiog  the  example,  about  fieventv  lAve*  sav^; 
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IDd  IDADJ  more  would  Iklvc  been  rescued  from  deatli,  had 
not  tbe  Tassel  alluded  to  blown  up  suddeoij  with  a  most 
tremeDdoDS  explosioD. 

This  tileDced  the  guns  in  the  other  vessels  for  a  short 
time^  after  which  the  firing  continued,  until  the  victory  was 
lecared  in  the  Tan.  Such  ships  as  were  not  disabled  then 
bcve  down  iip<m  tboae  of  the  enemy  that  had  not  been  in  the 
en^aeement. 

W  hen  the  dawn  developed  the  scene  of  this  terrible  con« 
Bietf  only  two  sail  of  the  line  were  discovered  with  their 
edoars  flyingi  eU  the  rest  having  struck.  These,  conscious 
of  tlieir  unger,  together  with  two  frigates,  cut  their  cables 
in  the  course  of  the  morning,  and  stood  out  to  sea« 

▲fler  this  signal  TictorTy  the  victorious  commander  lost 
no  time  in  retaming  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being  for  his 
snooess.   He  accorduiglj  issued  the  following  notice: — 

^  MXMOBANnUM* 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Squadron. 
"  Vanguard,  off  the  Moulh  of  the  ^^lie,  August  2,  1798. 
Almighty  God  havine  blessed  his  maiestj*8  arms  with 
Tictory,  the  admiral  intends  retaming  public  thanks  at  two 
o'dUm  this  day»  and  recommends  oYcry  ship  doing  the 
same  as  soon  as  cooTenieot." 

Public  service  was  accordingly  perforintnl  on  the  quarter- 
deck, the  other  ships  foliuwingthe  Lxani[ik'  of  the  admiral. 

On  the  b&me  day  he  addressed  the  following  circular 
letter  to  the  captains  under  him,  fully  expressive  of  his 
approbation  of  their  conduct : — 

Yanfoard,  off  the  Month  of  the  NUe,  August  %  17S8. 

«  The  admiral  most  heartiW  congratnlates  the  captains, 
officers,  seamen  and  marines,  of  the  squadron  he  has  bad  tbe 
lioiiour  to  command,  on  the  event  of  the  late  action ;  and  he 
desires  they  will  accept  his  most  sincere  and  cordial  thanks 
for  their  very  gallant  behaviour  in  this  glorious  battle.  It 
must  strike  forcibly  every  British  seaman  how  superior  their 
conduct  is,  when  io  discipline  and  good  order,  to  theriotOUS 
behaviour  of  law  less  Frenchmen. 

The  squadron  may  be  assured  the  admiral  will  not  fiul, 
w  ith  his  despatches,  to  represent  their  truly  mentonons  Qon« 
duct  ID  the  strongtst  terms  to  the  commander-in-chief, 

**  To  the  Captains  of  the  Ships  oi  Ui§  IS^uadrou." 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ii  Lbe  fourth  day  aAer  ihe  action  Kef  ore  the  a  ::*.lr_i 
c^a].i  irjinfmi;  intelli^'-ence  of  this  memorable  event  Hls 
dif^'iiic.jt^  'ar':»n  th:<  occasion  were  ciilrui".-. u  wAptaia 
Hrrn.-.  in  lUv  L.  .iL  l.  r  ;  an^l  no  sooner  were  they  madepublie, 
thin  :he  CTpatest  fcnsauon  was  occasioned  throu^'hoiit 
Kur^^pe.  T  he  e3Dperv>r  of  Germany  immediately  broke  otf 
©ai^fererK^  Jar  a  w^iv  at  Rasta^ii ;  the  Ottoman  Porte dedar* 
ei  wiT  a^nf:  the  French  ;  and  the  king  of  Naples  marcbed 
an  artnr  to  Rome,  of  which  he  for  a  time  dispossessed  them. 

In  Eoc^and  the  Tictorr  of  the  Nile  waa  eelebrated  br 
boiii£ii&  and  fflqminations ;  wMk  the  king,  aad  botk 
lM«Mi  of  p>THi»<«t»  w«re  ei^ger  to  bestow  m«rks  oC 
Hromr  op  the  liiMMylMl  Beet  and  its  gaflant  Wafer,  Hk 
■H^estT  wMdtttdy  eoofbrred  npott  )Am  the  ^gni^  of  a 
BaroaTof  Graia  Bntain,  and  he  waa  aecowjipglynaBrf  up 
to  the  HoMof  Foars,  at  lord  Ncboa  of  the  Sitle.  Tte 
Qtviid  SqgMor,  transinit&ed  a  superb  dianoiid  dMieng»  or 
p:iiw  of  UtMiph,  taken  froa  oao  of  the  Imperial  torbons ; 
aad  the  kiog  of  Naples  sooo  after  grmntod  tba  title  of  dofco 
of  Bioot^  with  «D  oilate  ia  Sicily. 

Instead  of  retoorauig  hofoe  to  repo^euoder  hii]axirels,te 
ateizal  iraediatdj  saOod  for  SkOj,  where  he  wm  re- 
«i  a  defivorer  by  iSbm  king.  TU  aab|ools  of  that 
I  dMiwuaatod  dt  bii  oondacft*  aad  lopporlod  br  tW 
bai  bat  btelr  drivtti  boa  from  bb  Capital*  aflar 
theT  egtablnbei  or  lallMr  srodaiaMd*  *  The  Par* 
Bcpabfie  ~  Tbe  aial  of  cardinal  Rafb^  bov. 
^  wba  saeoMiallf  adi^led  tbe  rbarawtw  of  a  aoldicr 
with  that  of  a  priest,  nrovod  agmallT  efficacKWit  towarda  tha 


vestoraUoQ  of  the  exued  mooarch.'    Haniig  marcbed  to 
Kai^  at  tl»  bead  of  a  bodjof  Cahbtkat*  beobfig^  •tbe 
patriotV  aa  tbrr  were  tsnaed^wbo  w«fO  ia  possession  of  al 
lorto,  to  capitntaca;  aad  to  Aas  irearr  thd  Eaf^fiib, 
Tvriaabt  and  Ro^^Qan  coraiaaadMa  acceded   On  the  ap» 
pearaaee  of  bad  Nebon,  bowerer,  FerdiaHid  pabUgr  db» 
arovod  "the  aathonty  of  cardial^  R  ufCo  to  tnaft  vith  miW 
jects  in  reheihon,**  aad  the  oapttnlatioa  arae  enriribwijy 
Tiolated,  with       execptkm  of  the  priKio^  ir  TLfteii^ 
Ifare  aioa%  vbkb  foHM  bMl  imuaJmid  to  the  Engiiib 
muadron  under  coxaModoro  Footo^   Tbe  paftieipatioa  of 
Neboa  in  thi«  act  of  foyal  tiaecbery,  »  the  oo|||Mli|aaf 
^be  admiral's  public  coodael  wbiob  bas  erer  b^aHMlhared^ 
AAer  haTing  eieetad  tbe  btocbadeof  Maha,  prc^md  the 
^anaefinii  of  iFMiteail  iiualilliatailf  lal^yj^^|^^|^j^^^^yfc^ 
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of  the  king  of  Naples  to  his  capital  and  his  throne,  lord  Nelson 
embarked  with  the  English  minister  (Sir  William  Hamilton) 
to  the  court  of  Naples,  and  landed  at  Yarmouth,  in  his 
native  county,  on  the  6th  of  November,  after  an  absence  of 
three  years,  which  had  been  wholly  occupied  by  a  series  of 
the  most  brilliant  and  magnanimous  achievements. 

The  populace  assembled  in  crowds  to  behold  the  Hero  of 
the  Nile,  and  harnessiuji^  tin  m selves  to  his  carriage,  drag"irc'^ 
liini  to  the  inn.  On  }n<  arrival  in  London,  similar  hom)urs 
attended  him  ;  and,  at  a  dinner  given  to  him  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  in  the  Guildhall,  he 
was  pres^ented  with  a  superb  sword,  in  testinmny  of  an 
Action  ** perhaps  uneqiinlhMi  in  the  histrtrv  of  niaiilcind.*' 

Ills  lordj^hip  did  not  remain  lon^  inactive,  for  in  conse- 
quence of  his  own  pressintr  solicitations, he  v.  a^  enaVtledonce 
more  to  hoist  his  nn^  in  the  service  of  his  c-iuntrv;  and  the 
admiralty,  with  a  due  aid  appropriate  regard  to  his  j^-lory, 
appointed  him  to  the  cooiinand  of  the  San  Joseph,  oi  one 
hundrc-*!  and  ten  trnns,  a  -hip  furiiierly  boarded  and  takeo 
by  himself  in  the  action  oti"  Cape  St.  Vincent. 

A  confederacv  of  the  Northern  Powers  havin^j:  alarmed 
the  nation,  he  was  employed  in  tht-  expeditiuii  m  iit  to  dissolve 
it.  A  fleet  consibtiiig  ol  eighteen  sail  of  the  hne  and  four 
frigates,  together  with  a  number  of  gun-boats  ftTid  hf.iiib- 
vessels,  in  all  fifty  four  sail,  having  been  fitted  out  lor  this 
purpose,  procet^ded  from  Yarmouth  roads  for  the  Baltic, 
March  12,  1801.  The  ciiniiiand  of  t}ji>  expedition  wai» 
entrusted  to  admiral  Sir  IlvJe  Parker, assisted  by  vice-admiral 
Nelson  and  rear-admiral  Totty.  On  the  arrival  of  the  English 
squadron  in  the  Cattegat,  Sir  Hyde  despatched  a  letter  to 
the  governor  of  Cronenburgh,  in  which,  after  alluding  to 
the  hoMile  (  onduct  of  iJenmark,  he  demanded,  *'  Whe- 
ther he  could  pass  that  fortress  freely,  and  without  impedi- 
ment ?'*  On  beiTiLT  aii-wi  i  td  in  the  negative,  he  anchored 
near  to  theislaiui  ul  1  lum.  and  in  company  with  \  icr-admiral 
lord  Nelson  and  rear-adiuij  al  Graves  surveyed  the  foi  ruidable 
line  of  ships,  raJeau-;,  galleys,  fire-vessels,  ami  irim-boats, 
tlaiik<  d  and  supported  by  extensive  Latteries  uu  the  two 
islands  called  the  Crowns,  the  largest  of  which  was  mounted 
with  frujii  tiJly  to  seventy  pieces  of  cannon,  and  were  also 
further  strengthened  hy  two  ships  of  seventy  guns,  and  a 
large  frigate,  in  the  inner  road  of  Copenhagen;  while  two 
sixty-four  gun  ships,  without  masts,  were  moored  on  the 
iiai  tuw.iid;i  the  entrance  of  the  arsenal. 
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Lord  NdaoOi  who  had  offered  his  serrices  for  uilliiliii  iiwg 
the  attack)  now  shiftod  his  flag  from  the  St.  Qmrge  to  tki 
Elepliaiit,  aody  notwithstandlog  tbe  formidable  preparaiioos 
against  him,  fearlessly  led  the  van,  and  passed  the  Soand^ 
with  little  or  no  loss.  On  the  2d  of  April  he  weighed  tm 
^g«g^  the  Daoish  fleets  coDsisttiig  of  six  sail  of  the  liM^ 
eleTen  floatiog-batteries,  one  bomh-ketch,  lie.  The  action 
commenoed  at  teo  o'clock,  and,  after  a  sharp  and  bloody 
oooflicty  sereoteen  sail  were  either  sunk,  burned,  taken. 

It  ought  not  to  be  omittedt  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
Danes  conducted  themselTes  with  great  resolution;  that 
their  principal  battmes,  as  well  as  the  ships  at  the  mcmth 
of  the  harbour,  were  sttU  untoached,  and  that  two  of  his 
own  division  liad  groandedf  and  others  were  in  daogisr; 
white  it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult  to  have  retonsed 
with  the  prises  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries. 

It  was  at  this  critical  moment  that  lord  Nelson  proved  that 
he  was  in  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  and  eqnallj 
capable  of  acting  the  part  of  a  statesman  and  a  warrior^  m 
the  following  oorreq[K>ndence  will  sofficientlj  attest 

"  Lord  Nelson  has  directions  to  spare  Denmark  when 

no  longer  resisting;  but  if  the  firing  is  continued  on  the 
part  of  Denmark,  lord  Nelson  must  be  obliged  to  ^^i  on  fire 

all  the  floating  batteries  !ic  has  taken,  withoiir  ha\  inc!"  tho 

power  of  saving  the  brave  Danes  who  have  so  nobijr  defended 
them/* 

The  Prince- Hnval  of  Denmark  sent  general -adjutant 
TiiiidhoIm»to  ask  the  particular  object  of  sending  the  flag  of 
truce, 

"Lord  Nelson's  object  in  sending  the  flag  of  truce 
humanity  ;  he  therefore  coiiseuts  that  hostilities  shall  cea^^, 
and  that  the  wounded  I>:uies  mav  he  taken  on  shore;  and 
lord  Nelson  will  take  his  prisoners  out  of  the  vessels,  and 
burn  or  carry  olf  his  prizes,  as  he  <h.'iii  think  in.  I.  ird 
Nelson,  with  humble  duty  to  his  royal  highness  the  pnnce 
of  Denmark,  will  consider  this  the  great^t  victory  he  ever 
ijained,  if  it  be  the  cause  of  a  happy  reconciliation  .m  l  union 
between  his  own  most  gracious  tSovereiga  aud  hk  ma^^^j 
the  king  of  Denmark.* 

buou  alter  this  his  lurd:»hip  went  on  shorct  and  a  confer* 
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•nee  luiTing  talwn  plaeeb  *ttd  id  iriDistice  having  been  agreed 
to  Aod  ratified,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  Prince  on  the  one 
handt  and  Bit  Hjde  Fi^ker,  commander-in-chief,  on  the 


The  entire  mani^ement  of  the  negotiation  having  thus 
devolved  on  admiral  lord  Nelson,  he  next  addressed  himself 
to  the  Swedish  government,  and  obtained  the  embargo  to 
be  taken  off  all  the  English  ships  in  the  Baltic.  These  two 
grand  points  having  been  gained,  his  lordship,  who  m  as 
obliged,  on  account  of  the  state  of  his  health,  to  return 
home,  left  instructions  to  his  successor,  vice-admiral  Pole, 
to  complete  what  was  still  wanting  on  the  part  of  Great 
Bi-itain.  The  critical  dratli  of  the  Emperor  Paul  of  Russia, 
the  continuance  of  a  formidable  fleet  in  the  Baltic,  andf 
above  all,  the  memory  uf  tlie  battle  of  Oopenhafl^en,  which 
in  point  of  fierceness  surpassed,  and  of  success  nearly  equalled, 
that  of  the  Nile,  all  contributed  to  the  joyful  event  that 
speedily  endued, — a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  the 
Northern  Powers. 

A«  ojiportunity  now  once  ui ore  occurred  of  his  retiring 
to  the  busoia  of  his  family,  accompanied  by  honour,  renow  n, 
and  atHuence.  But  this  was  never  once  dreamed  of  by  our 
gallant  commander,  while  his  country  reuiained  at  war;  for 
•*  Victory  or  Westminster  Abbey,"  were  always  uppermost 
in  his  thou^^hts,  words,  and  actions. 

At  tlie  short  peace,  he  was  enabled  to  retire  to  the  estate 
of  Mertun,  which  he  had  lately  purchased,  and  enjoy  the  so- 
ciety of  his  friends;  but  no  sooner  was  this  short  and  ill-starred 
peace  dissolved,  than  his  lordship  was  called  upon  to  take  the 
command  of  thesliips  in  tlie  Mediterranean.  Heaccordint^^ly 
repaired  thither,  on  l)oard  the  Victory,  May  20,  1803,  and 
formed  the  blockade  of  Toulon  with  a  powerful  scjuadron. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  vigilance  employed,  the  French  fleet 
escaped  out  of  this  port  on  the  30th  of  March,  1805,  and 
shortly  at^ter  formed  a  junction  with  the  Cadiz  squadron, 
the  English  commander,  Sir  John  Orde,  beint*"  obliged  to 
retire  hefore  such  a  superiority  in  point  of  numbers. 

The  gallant  Nelson  no  sooner  received  intelliirence  of  this 
event,  than  he  followed  the  enemy  to  the  West  Indies  ;  and 
such  was  the  terror  of  his  name,  that  thev  returned  without 
effecting  anything  worthy  of  mention,  and  got  into  port  after 
nnuuDg  the  giUDtlet  throogh  Sir  Robert  Calder*s  squa* 
dron.  The  enemy  having  thus  again  eluded  his  pursuit,  he 
Mttrned  almost  ioooiuoUUe  to  £nghuid$  but  departed  mod 
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wh&t  to  mmmm  tb»  coonnaiid  of  the  fleet  off  Oa&»  wImw 
ui|NitMait  of  tether  Maj»  he  hftd  reooarse  to  €f€ty  mrt  to 
ladiieotiMBitoiNitoiioeiiiore  toaea.  In  this  he  at  longtli 
proTed  Boceessml;  and»  wlule  he  oonsamn^ed  hie  g^lorj 
at  Ttilklgar,  he  loet  hie  lilb  in  hafttlo. 

An  aeeowBt  of  thb  our  hero*s  laet  lieloiT*  wm  dhsH 
ahri4|e^  aloog  with  aooie  personal  aneodocee,  mm  tfaa  ad> 
airaMo  namttTo  of  Sonlbe? ,  and  other  ijiiartors.^ 

Ahout  hrif  pant  mne  in  the  mornii^  of  the  llMi,  ^hm 
Mar9»  heiog  the  nearest  to  the  fleet  of  the  ships  which  Ibraaadl 
the  liDOof  ooosmnoioation  with  the  frigates  in  stiore,  repaaftod 
the  signal^  that  the  enemj  were  coming  out  of  port.  The 
wind  was  at  this  time  very  light,  with  partial  hreeBSSt  mootlr 
from  iheS.  S.  W.    Nelson  ordered  the  signal  to  bo  mmam 
for  a  flhase  in  the  sooth  cast  quarter.    Abont  two^  Ao 
repealing  dupe  anno«nced«  that  ttie  enemy  were  at  sen.  AH 
night  the  Britidi  fleet  eontinned  under  ftiU  saO,  etwiring  to 
the  sooth-east.   At  daybreak  they  were  in  the  entraneo  oi 
the  Straits,  hot  the  enemy  were  not  in  sigfat   Ahoot  aereaiy 
one  of  the  frigates  made  signal  that  the  enemy  were  bearing 
north.    Upon  this  the  Victory  hove  to,  and  ahertly  after* 
wards  Nelson  made  sail  again  to  the  nortfawardL  '  In  th» 
afternoon  the  wind  blew  fresh  from  the  south-west,  and 
the  £nglish  b^an  to  fear  that  the  Ibe  migfat  be  forced  to 
return  to  port.    A  little  before  sunset,  however,  Blaekwood, 
in  the  £inyalns,  telegraphed,  that  they  appeared  determined 
to  go  to  the  westward, — "  Ami  that,  *  said  the  admiral  in 
his  diary,    they  shall  not  do,  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  Ndeon 
and  Bronto  to  prevent  them/*    N^son  had  signified  to 
Blackwood,  tbat  be  depended  upon  him  to  keep  sight  of  tho 
enemy.    They  were  obserred  so  well,  that  all  their  rooUoRS 
were  made  known  to  him ;  and,  as  they  wore  twice,  ho  in* 
ferred  that  they  were  aiming  to  keep  the  port  of  Cadiz  opeot 
and  would  retreat  there  as  soon  as  tbej  saw  the  British  fleet : 
for  this  reason  be  was  rery  careful  not  to  approach  near 
enough  to  be  seen  by  them  during  the  ni^it.    At  daybreak 
the  combined  fleets  were  distinctly  seen  ahead,  from  the  Vic- 
tory's deck,  formed  in  a  close  line  of  battle  on  the  starboard 
tadc,  about  twelre  nules  to  leeward,'  and  standing  to  tha 


•  See  "  Soaihey*s  Ulb  of  Ksisoa,**  a  woik  delicbtfillT  com 
poeed,  and  wbicbft  notwithstanding  its  strong  ttadnre  or  par^ 
pf^udice,  ou^t  to  be  in  the  hands  of  all  who  vsUih  aafal  I 
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south.  Our  fleet  consisted  of  twenty-seven  sail  of  the  line, 
and  four  fri-rates  ;  theirs  uf  thirty-lliree,  and  seven  l:irL'"e 
fi  igiites.  Their  superiority  was  greater  in  size,  aiul  weight 
of  metal,  than  in  iiumhers.  They  had  four  thousand  troops 
on  board;  and  the  best  riflemen  that  couKl  ho  procured. 

Soon  after  daylight  Nelson  came  upon  deck.  The  21st 
of  October  was  a  festival  in  his  family,  because  on  that  daj 
Ilk  uncle,  captain  Suckline,  in  the  Dreadnought,  with  two 
other  line  of  battle  ships,  had  beaten  off  a  French  squadron 
of  four  sail  of  the  Une,  and  three  frigates.  Nelson,  with 
tiMt  tort  of  superstition  from  which  few  persons  are  entirely 
MMonpty  had  more  than  once  expressed  his  persuasion  that 
tills  was  to  be  the  daj  of  battle  diso,  and  be  was  well 
pleased  at  seeing  his  prediction  about  to  be  verified.  The 
wind  was  now  from  the  west,  light  breezes  with  a  long 
beary  swell.  Signal  was  made  to  bear  down  npom  the 
enemy  in  two  lines ;  and  the  fleet  set  aH  sail.  GoUingwood, 
in  the  Boyal  Sovereign,  led  the  lee  line  of  thirteen  ships ; 
the  Vietory  led  the  weather  line  of  fourteen.  Having  seen 
that  all  was  as  it  should  be«  Nelson  retired  to  his  cabin,  and 
vrrofe  the  following  prayer : — 

*'  -May  the  great  (mhI,  whom  T  worship,  grant  to  my 
country,  and  for  the  btiicht  of  Europe  in  general,  a  great 
an  1  jl<>rio!is  victory,  and  may  no  misconduct  in  any  one 
tariii^ii  It ;  and  may  humanity  after  victory  be  the  pre- 
domiuant  feature  in  the  British  tieet !  For  myself  unlivt- 
dually,  I  commit  my  life  to  him  that  made  me;  and  may  his 
blessing  alight  on  my  endeavours  for  serving  my  country 
faithfully !  To  Him  I  resign  myself,  and  the  just  cause 
which  ii»  entrudted  to  me  to  defend.  Ameoi  Amen^  Amen,** 

Blackwood  went  on  board  the  Vietorj  about  six.  He 
found  him  in  good  spiiits,  but  very  calm ;  not  in  that  ex- 
lularation  which  he  had  felt  upon  entering  into  battle  at 
Abonhir  and  Copenhagen ;  he  knew  that  his  own  life  would 
beparticularljaamed  at^and  he  seems  to  have  looked  for  death 
with  almost  as  sure  an  expectation  as  for  victory.  His 
whole  attention  was  fixed  upon  the  enemy.  They  tacked 
to  the  northward,  and  formed  their  line  on  the  larboard 
tadc;  thus  bringing  the  shoals  of  Trafalgar  and  St.  Pedro 
under  the  lee  of  the  Brlti  li,  and  keeping  the  port  of  Oadia 
open  for  UiemseUes.  This  was  judiciously  done;  and 
Nelson,  aware  of  all  the  advantages  which  it  gave  them^ 
made  signal  to  prepare  to  anchor. 


Digitized  by  Google 


490 


LOU>  NSLftOM 


Villeneuve  was  a  skilful  searaan :  worthy  of  serTin^iz  a 
better  master,  and  a  better  cause.  His  plan  of  defence  w  ji* 
a»  well  c^meeived,  aial  as  oriarinal,  as  the  plan  of  attack. 
He  formed  the  tiet't  in  a  f?o!il'li'  liru-  :  overv  alternate  ship 
being  about  a  cable  s  leogih  lu  ^iiitii^ard  of  her  MrCOiMiy 
ahead  and  as*eni.  NeUon,  certain  of  a  triumphant  issue  to 
the  daj,  aske  1  B!ack\\  <  '  -  i  what  he  should  cons-ider  a?  ^  vic- 
tor^'. That  ot!icer  auaUL-red,  thit.  ^.-  'ii^dering  the  hand- 
some wav  in  which  battle  \v»is  uacred  bj  the  enerav,  their 
apparent  dt-terminatifm  for  a  fair  trial  of  strength,  and  th^j 
situation  of  the  laii  l,  he  thought  it  wouid  be  a  glorious  rt^ 
suit  if  fnurticii  were  captured.  He  replied:  '*  I  shall  iwit 
be  5«aii-ticd  wiih  less  than  twenty."  Soon  afterwards  h« 
asked  liim,  if  he  did  not  think  there  was  a  «is?nal  wantinwr. 
Captain  Biaekw(iod  made  answer,  that  he  ih  ^rht  the  whole 
fleet  seemed  very  clearly  to  understand  w  iia;  they  were 
about.  These  words  were  scarcely  spoktii  before 
signal  was  made,  which  will  be  remembered  as  loner  as  th^ 
language,  or  even  the  memonr  of  Kd  jianJ,  ^Lal*  en<liir»?; — 
Nelson's  last  signal : — England  expects  EVEki  man  to 
DO  HIS  DUTY  I"  It  was  receive<l  throughout  the  fleet  w.:L 
a  shout  of  answenug  aeclamation,  made  sublime  by  the 
8]  irit  which  it  breathed,  and  the  feeling  which  it  expressed. 
*•  Now, '  said  lord  Nelson,  "  1  can  do  no  more.  We  must 
trust  to  the  Great  Disposer  of  all  events,  and  the  justice  of 
our  cause.  I  thank  God  for  this  great  opportonitj  of  doing 
my  duty.'* 

He  wore  that  day,  as  usual,  his  admiral*!  fro€k  eoK^ 
bearing  on  the  left  breast  four  ttarsy  of  the  different  ordn 
with  which  he  was  invested.  These  oniaiiienis  frlueb  rcndtrsd 
him  so  oonspicuons  a  mark  for  theaiemj,  wm  beheld  with 
ominous  apprehen^oos  hj  his  oiBeefrs.  It  was  known  tknt 
there  were  riflemeD  on  board  the  French  shifn^  and  k 
could  nol  be  donhled  bot  that  his  life  would  be  partienlnHy 
auned  at.  They  eommanicated  their  fSattrs  to  each  oAer; 
and  the  surgeon,  Mr  Beatty,  spoke  to  the  chaplain,  Dr« 
Soott,  and  to  Mr  Scott,  the  pnblie  seereCarj»  dosirinf  thsft 
some  person  woold  entreat  tiie  admiral  to  diangt  his  drem* 
or  cover  the  stars;  bat  thej  knew  that  sndi  a  reqnest  wottM 
displease  him.  ^In  hononr  I  gained  them,**  be  had  sidd, 
when  sneh  a  thing  had  been  hinted  to  him  formerly,  ''and 
in  hononr  I  will  die  with  them.**  Mr  Beattj,  howevert 
woold  not  have  been  deterred  by  any  ffnr  of  eioitiiy  hia 
diipleasars^  from  speaking  to  mm  npon  a  solgeett  In 
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hich  the  weal  of  England,  as  well  as  his  own  life  was 
concerned. — hut  he  was  ordered  from  the  deck  hcfore 
he  could  find  n.n  opportunity.  This  was  a  point  ujiuu  which 
N^elson's  othuers  knew  that  it  w  ;ks  hopeless  to  remonstrate 
or  reason  with  him;  hut  huth  Blixckwood,  and  his  own  cap- 
tain. Hardy,  represf  iite<l  to  him  how  advantag^eous  to  the 
fleet  it  WDulil  he  for  liiui  to  keep  out  of  action  as  long  aspos- 
siiiie  ;  and  he  consented  at  hist  to  let  the  Leviathan  and  the 
Temeraire,  which  were  sailing  ahreast  of  the  Victorv,  be 
ordered  tf)  pass  ahead.  Yet  even  here  the  last  infirmity  of 
this  noble  n)in<l  was  indulged,  for  these  ship*?  coidJ  not  pass 
ahead  if  the  Victr»rv  continued  to  carrv  all  her  sail;  and  so 
far  was  Nelson  tV-un  shortening  sail,  that  it  was  evident  he 
took  pleasure  in  pressing*  on,  and  rendering  it  impoMibleibr 
them  to  obey  his  own  orders. 

Ne]^on*s  column  was  steered  about  two  points  more  to 
the  north  than  Collingwood's,  in  order  to  cut  off  the 
enemy's  escape  into  Cadiz  ;  the  lee  line,  therefore,  was  first 
en g" aged.  "  See,"  cried  Nelson,  pointing  to  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  as  she  steered  right  for  the  centre  of  the  enenij*! 
Une,  cat  through  it  astern  of  the  Santa  Anna,  three-decker, 
mod  engaged  her  at  the  muzzle  of  her  guns  on  the  starhoard 
aide ;  see  how  that  noble  fellow,  Collingwood,  carries  his 
•hip  into  action  I**  Qollingwood»  delighted  at  bein^  first  in 
the  heat  of  the  fire»  and  knowing  the  feelings  of  his  old 
friend  and  commander,  turned  to  bis  captain,  and  exclaimed 
Botherbam»  what  would  Nelson  give  to  be  here  T* 
The  enemy  continued  to  fire  a  gan  at  a  time  at  the  Vie- 
torj»  till  they  saw  that  a  shot  bad  passed  through  her 
top-gallant  sail ;  then  they  opened  their  brnadndes,  aiming 
ciuflAj  at  her  rigging,  in  the  hope  of  disabling  her  before 
■ha  oonld  close  with  tiiem.  Nelson^  as  usual,  had  hoisted 
aereral  dags,  lest  one  should  he  shot  awaj.  The  enemy 
showed  no  colours  till  late  in  the  action.  For  this  reason, 
the  Santissirna  Trinidad,  Nelson*s  old  acquaintance,  as  he 
used  to  call  her,  was  dislingnisbable  only  by  her  four  deeks ; 
end  to  tbo  bow  of  liis  opponent  he  ordered  the  Victory  to  be 
•teefod.  Meantime  an  incessant  raking  fire  was  k^t  up 
upon  the  Victory.  The  admiral's  secretary  was  one  of  the 
first  who  fell ;  be  was  killed  by  a  cannon  shot  while  con* 
irersinfl^  with  If ardy.  Captain  Adair,  of  the  marines,  with 
the  hflip  of  a  sailor,  endearonred  to  remoTe  the  body  from 
Nelson  s  sight*  who  bad  a  great  >^<V|vd  for  Mr  Scott ;  but 
he  anxiou&ly  asked,    b  that  poor  Scott  that's  gone  ?**  nnd 


romd  tbe  di^s  iiwi  lhij 

tbe  lore  bcmee  bits  cm  the 
hdtmmm  Ndtoo  aad  HardT,&  «i>liiit«r 
tbe  bil  teiri^  off  BMrdw's  hmMe  mad  hrmma^  hm 
Bttk  stopped,  «mI  looked  ttzioaslT  at  mdk  oHmt,  c«ch 
fsppoced  tbe  otiicr  to  be  wmded. '  NcImm  tbeo  siailed» 
a  '  li  1  ^  Tbb  is  too  mwanm  vork,  HardT,  to  knir.** 

Tbe  Yietofy  bad  tiot  ret  returned  a  ngle  nn ;  fif^j  of 
ber  mm  we  br  tbis'taeo  ki*'  1  or  woondcd,  and  bir 
t.  witb  all  ber  stodding  nSb  and  ber  l^^>^nBis, 
amy.  KeboQ  toieiofl,  tbat,  in  all  bis  bedtles,  bof 
OBceMllinig  wbieb  snrpMsd  tbe  oool  ooen«  of  ~ 
on  tHs  occasioo.  At  four  mimitei  aHer  t«wc 
ber  fiiv  ffoos  bolb  ed^s  of  ber  deck.  It 
to  bfoek  tbe  eneinVs  Itoe  witboiit  mTimng  oo 
tbeir  tkif^i  HMtdj  ittformed  bin  of  tbis  and  asked 
wbicb  be  would  ffefer.  Nelson  replied:  **Takeyoiir(  ' 
Hardr^it  do^  not  signifjMch.**  Tbo»iastiriiaicidcic4 
to  put  tbe  belm  to  port,  and  tbe  Tidory  tub  oa  board  the 
Bedoeblables»  jest  as  ber  tSler  rapes  were  sbot  awar.  Tbe 
FraMb^ieemd  ber  witb  abroodskls;  tbeo  iMtetlr 
let  down  Imt  lower  dsek  porta*  far  fear  of  beieg  boeided 
tbtougb  tbii»  and  neter  after  wards  fired  a  great  gsm  darieg 
tbeartion.  Her  tops»  liko  tboee  of  aU  tbe  uaiaij's  a^pB» 
were  filled  witbriieewn. 

Captain  Harrer,  in  tbe  Temeraire,  fell  on  board  tbe 
dfwibiable  oo  tbe  otber  side.  Anotber  eoemy  was  in  like 
BMBMr  OQ  board  tbe  T^ro^raire;  so  tbat  these  four  ships 
formed  a?  compact  a  tier  as  if  they  bad  been  moored 
togetber.  their  b^ads  Iring  all  the  same  waT.  Tbe  lietitgT^- 
ants  of  tbe  Victonr,  seing  this,  dt^resscnl  their  i^iins  of  tbe 
middle  and  lower  decks,  and  firr  ^  .n  ^^Tr'nivl^ed  chsrc^ 
lest  tbe  sbot  sboold  pass  tbrooirb  and  injure  the  1  en.erajrv. 
And  as  there  was  dancer  that  '.bs-  Kedoobtatle  mij^bt 
take  fire  from  the  lower-dtxi'k  gTin5,  tbe  rauzzle^i  ot*  wlueb 
touched  her  side  wh^n  thev  were  run  out,  the  fiT>'niaD  of 
each  >run  stood  ready  ^\  iih  a  bucket  of  water;  \\  hicb  A^womt 
as  the  crun  was  discharged,  he  dashed  into  tbe  bole  made  hy 
tbo  sbot.   An  iaoessaiit  fire  was  k^  up  fnm  tba  Vktisy 
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from  !>nt)i  Miles;  her  larboard  guns  playing  apoii  the  Bu^ 
oentaure  and  the  hw^e  Santissima  Trinidad. 

It  had  hvi-n  part  of  Nelson's  prayer,  that  the  British  tieet 
mii^lit  Ite  dis^tiiiguiahed  by  lunnanity  in  tlie  victory  which  he 
expected.     Sotiint^  an  example  himself,  he  twice  gave  orders 
ttf  cease  tiring  upon  thu  lle^ioubtable,  supposing  that  sheluid 
struck,  because  her  gr^'at  ^-uns  were  silent,  for  as  she  carried 
no  tlag,  there  was  no  means  of  instantly  ascertaining  the  fact. 
From  this  ship  which  he  had  thus  twice  spared,  he  received  his 
death.    A  bali  tired  from  her  mizen-top,  which,  in  the  then  situ- 
ation of  the  two  vessels,  was  not  more  than  fifteen  yards  from 
that  part  of  the  deck  where  he  was  standi ng,  struck  the  epau- 
lette on  his  left  shoulder,  about  a  quarter  ailercaie,  just  in  thd 
heat  of  action.  He  fell  upoa  hit  faee^  on  the  spot  which  wti 
covered  with  his  poor  secrc^tary^s  blood.    Hardj,  who  was 
»  few  SlqM  from  him,  turning  rotilld»  saw  three  men  raising 
hicn  up.— Thev  have  done  tbr  me  at  lasty  Hardj,"  said  he. 
— I  hope  Dot,'^  cried  Hardy.—**  Ye»!'*  he  replied ;  "my 
back-bone  is  shot  throogh.**    Yet  even  now>  not  for  * 
nftoment  losing  his  presence  of  mind,  he  observed,  aa  thej 
were  carrying  him  down  the  ladder,  that  the  tiller  ropet» 
which  had  Seen  ihoi  away,  were  not  yet  replaoed»  and 
ordered  that  new  ones  should  be  rove  immediately :— ^hen^ 
that  he  might  not  be  seen  by  the  crew,  he  took  out  his  hand- 
kerdiief,  and  covered  his  face  and  his  stars.    Had  he  but 
concealed  these  badges  of  honour  from  the  enemy,  England, 
perb^M,  would  not  have  had  cause  to  reoeiTC  with  sorrow 
the  news  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar.    The  cockpit  was 
crowded  with  wounded  and  dying  men  $  over  whose  bodies 
he  was  with  some  difficulty  eonveyedf  and  laid  upon  a  pal- 
let in  the  midshipmen's  berth.   It  was  soon  peroeivedt  upon 
examination^  that  the  wound  was  mortal.    Thisi  however, 
was  concealed  from  all  except  captain  Hardy,  the  cfaaplaiii, 
and  the  medical  attendants.   He  himself  bang  certain,  from 
the  sensation  in  his  back,  and  the  gush  of  blood  he  felt 
momently  within  his  breast,  that  no  human  care  could  avail 
him,  insisted  that  the  sumon  should  leave  him,  and  attend 
to  those  to  whom  he  might  be  useful ;   For^**  said  he^  ^yoa 
can  do  nothing  for  me.*^— All  that  could  be  done  was  to  fan 
him  with  paper,  and  frequentlv  to  give  him  lemonade  to 
alleviate  his  intense  thirst.    He  was  in  great  pain,  and 
expressed  much  anxiety  for  the  event  of  the  action,  which 
DOW  began  to  declare  itself.   As  often  as  a  ^ip  struck,  the 
crew  of  the  Victory  hurraed;  and  at  every  hurra,  a  visible 
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eiprowion  of  jot  gleamed  m  the  eyes,  and  OMofced  the  com- 
teiiance  of  the  djioff  hero.  But  he  became  ImpaticBt  to  m 
captain  Hardy ;  aod  as  that  offioer,  though  oftoi  sent  fatf 
eoold  not  leave  the  deck,  Nelsnn  feared  that  sonielatal  eraw 

prevented  him,  and  repeatedly  cried  :  "  Will  no  one  bring 
Hardj  to  me  ?   He  mast  be  idlleii !   He  is  sardj  dead !*  — 
An  hoar  and  ten  minutes  elapsed  from  the  time  when  Kel- 
son received  his  wound,  before  Hardy  could  ocme  to  hoa. 
Thej  ahodi  hands  in  stlenoe ;  Hardy  In  viun  atmgglmg  te 
ittpprees  the  feelings  of  that  most  painf\Bd  and  jet  snUiBiesI 
moment.      Wdl,  Hardy,**  said  Nelson,    how  goei  ttiediv 
with  ns  ?**—<<  VeiT  wdl/*  replied  Hardy  ;    ten  al^  hsie 
ttrodc,  hot  five  of  the  Tan  haTe  tacked,  ud  dmw  an  inten- 
tion to  bear  down        tlie  Victory.   I  have  odled  two  or 
three  of  our  IMh  impe  round,  andlMTe  no  donlyCof  givny 
them  a  drubbing.** — ^  I  liope^**  said  Nelson,  **ncoe  of  cor 
sliipehareBtnieik?^  Hardy  aniwered^  There  was  no  tar  of 
that/*   Then,  and  not  tiO  then.  Nelson  qwka  of  KnmH 
am  a  dead  man.  Hardy,**  said  he:      am  going  fiut: — 
it  will  be  all  over  with  me  loon,   lih  hmk  is  Miot  through. 
Beatty  will  tdl  von  so,**   Captain  mrdy  then,  onee  more, 
shook  hands  with  him  {  and,  with  a  heart  almoat  bomting, 
hsstened  upon  deok. 

By  this  time  all  feeling  below  the  breast  was  gone ;  and 
Nelson,  hating  mads  the  snrs^eon  asosrtahi  tlm,  said  to 
hunt  ^  You  know  I  am  gone,  i  know  it.  I  feel  somethii^ 
rising  in  my  breast,** — putting  his  hand  on  his  left  side. — 
•*  which  Um  me  so.**  And  upon  Dr.  Beatty*s  inquiring 
whether  his  pain  was  very  great?  he  replied,  "So  great, 
that  he  wished  he  was  dead.    Yet/'  said  he  in  a  lower  voict, 

one  would  like  to  live  a  little  longer  too  !"  Capt.  Hardr, 
some  fifty  minutes  after  he  had  left  the  eorkpit,  returned; 
and,  again  taking  the  hand  of  his  (ivii)g  I  ric  iid  aad  com- 
mander, congratulated  him  on  having  gaiiKJ  a  complete 
victory.  How  many  of  the  enemy  were  taken  he  did  not 
know,  as  it  was  impossible  to  perceive  thein  distinctly  ;  bat 
fourteen  or  fifteen  at  least.  "  That*s  well/'  cried  NcIkid^ 
•*  but  I  bargained  for  twenty.**  And  then,  in  a  stroni^tT 
voice,  he  said :  "Anchor,  Hardy:  anchor.'*  Hardy,  ii^Hr.n 
this,  hinted  that  admiral  Culliiigw<K)d  would  takt^  up^/n  blni- 
self  the  direction  of  affairs.  "  K  ot  while  1  live,  Hardy,*'  said 
the  dying  Nelson,  ineffectually  endeavouring  to  mise  him- 
self from  the  bed:  "  Do  you  anchor.*'  Presently,  calling 
Hardy  back,  he  said  to  him  in  a  low  voice,  "  Don't  throw 
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me >over board:'*  and  he  desired  that  he  might  be  buried  hr 
his  parents,  unless  it  should  please  the  king  tu  order  otiier- 
wise,       Kiss  nu',  Ilardv,"  said  he.    Hardy  knelt  down 

and  kissed  His  cheek:  and  Nelson  said,  "Now  I  ara  satis- 
fied. Thank  f^od  I  have  dune  my  duty.'*  Hardy  stood 
over  him  in  silence  for  a  moment  or  two,  then  knelt  again 
and  kissed  his  foreheJid.  "Who  is  that?"  said  Nelson  ; 
and  Iteing  informed,  he  rq)lied,  **  God  bless  ^ou,  Hardj.'* 
And  iiardy  then  left  him — for  ever. 

Nelson  now  desired  to  be  turned  upon  his  ri^^ht  side  and 
said,  **I  wish  I  had  not  left  the  dtck ;  for  I  shall  soon  l»o 
gone."  His  articulation  now  heraine  difficult;  but  he  was 
distinctly  lieard  to  say,  "  Thank  God  1  liave  dt^  nemy  duty." 
Tb^e  word  she  repeatedly  pronuu  need;  and  they  were  the  last 
words  which  he  uttered.  He  expired  at  thirty  minutes  after 
four, — ^three  hours  and  a  quarter  after  he  had  receiTed  his 

wound. 

Within  R  quarter  of  an  hour  after  Nelson  was  wounded, 
above  fifty  of  tlie  Viet(n•^•'s  ini-n  fell  bv  tlie  enemy's  mus- 
ketry. They,  however,  on  their  j^art,  were  not  idle;  and  it 
was  not  long  before  thf-re  were  only  two  Jb'reneh  men  left  alive 
in  the  mizen-top  of  tlie  Uedoubtable.  One  of  them  was 
the  man  who  had  given  tlie  fatal  wound,  hut  he  did  not  live  to 
boast  of  what  he  had  done.  An  old  quarter-master  had 
■aen  him  fire ;  and  easUy  recognised  him,  because  he  wore 
•glazed  cocked  hat  and  a  white  frock.  This  quarter-master 
and  two  midshipmen,  Mr.  Collin^wood  and  Mr.  Pollard« 
were  the  only  persons  left  in  the  Victory *s  poop: — the  two 
vudshipmen  kept  firing  at  the  top,andheaoppliedtheiii  wHh 
cartridges.  One  of  the  FreDchmen,  attempting  to  make 
Ids  escape  down  the  riggmg,  was  shot  bj  Mr.  Pollard,  and 
fell  on  the  poop.  But  the  old  quart er-master,  as  h«  cried 
out,  ^  That%  he— that*s  he,*'  imd  pointed  at  the  other,  who 
was  coming  forward  to  fire  again,  receiTcd  a  shot  in  his 
movthf  and  fell  dead.  Both  the  midshipmen  then  fired  at 
the  ■■me  time,  and  the  fellow  dropped  in  the  top.  When 
thej  took  possession  of  the  prize»  they  went  into  the  mizen- 
iop»  and  found  him  dead;  with  one  ball  through  his  head, 
and  another  through  bis  breast.  The  Redoubtable  struck 
within  twenty  minutes  after  the  fatal  ihot  had  been  fired 
from  her. 

The  total  k>ss  of  the  British  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar 
amounted  to  one  thoussnd  five  hundred  and  eighty^ven. 
Twenty  of  the  enemy  strudc;  bntit  wasnot  poasihietoandior 
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the  fleet*  ei  Ncboii  bad  eqioined; — a  gale  emme  on  ftoottke 
eootluwest ;  some  of  the  priiei  went  oown*  eooie  moft  en 
•bore;  ooe  effected  its  escape  Into  Cadis;  others  were  da* 
stroyed ;  four  only  were  laTedt  and  those  by  the  grealeBl 
exertioDA.  The  wounded  Snaniurds  were  sent  aibore,  sa 
aifiiranoe  being  given  that  toer  ihoidd  not  eerre  till  r^a- 
larl J  exchanged ;  and  the  Sfiantards,  with  a  generous  feel- 
log,  which  woold  not,  perhaps,  hare  been  fomid  in  any  other 
people,  offered  the  nse  of  tneir  hospitals  for  our  wound<^ 
pledging  the  honour  of  Spain  that  they  should  be  care  full  jf 
attended  to.  When  the  storm,  after  the  action,  tirore 
some  of  the  prizes  upon  the  coast,  they  declarea  iLa;  :he 
English,  who  were  thus  thrown  into  their  hands,  should  njt 
he  considered  as  prisoners  of  war  ;  and  the  Spaiikh  soldiers 
gave  up  their  own  beds  to  their  shipwrecked  enemies.  Tht 
Spanisn  vice-admiral,  Alva,  died  of  his  wounds.  Ti8#. 
neuve  was  sent  to  Euglaud,  and  &oon  afler  permitted  ts 
return  tu  F ranee. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  add,  that  all  the  honours  w  Lit  h 
a  grateful  country  could  bestow  were  heaj>t?d  ujxtn  ihi.^ 
memory  of  Nelson.  His  brother  wa«i  made  an  t^arl, 
wiih  a  grant  of  £6,000  a  year;  £10,000  were  votenl  lo 
each  uf  his  sisters :  and  jC100,ijuO  t>>v  the  I  'urchase  of  ah 
estate.  A  public  t'uneral  .uid  niuiiumc^nt  were  decreed. 
Statues  and  monunitiils  aiso  were  voted  by  most  of  our 
])i  incipal  cities.  The  leaden  coffin  in  which  he  wa.^  brought 
home  was  cut  in  pieces,  which  were  distributed  a^  relics  of 
Saint  Nelson, — so  the  gunner  of  the  Victory  called  th«n; 
— and  when,  at  his  interment,  his  flag  was  about  to  be 
lowered  into  the  urrave,  the  sailors,  who  assistt*d  at  tlie  cere*- 
tnony,  with  oin^  arcord  rent  it  in  pieces^  that  eech  xnigiit 
preserve  a  fragment  while  he  lived. 

Anecdotks  of  Nki.sun. — While  on  the  American  sta- 
tion, he  became  acquainted  with  our  future  king,  Wiiiiam 
IV.,  and  a  mutual  estcpm  and  friendship  resulted.  The 
following  is  the  prince'>  .iceount  of  his  first  impre^xSion  of 
the  t:ir:— "  I  liad  tlio  watch  on  deck,"  savs  his  roval  hiirb- 
ness,  "  when  captain  Nelson  came  in  his  barge  alongside, 
he  ajipeared  to  me  to  bo  the  merest  boy  of  a  captain  I 
ever  beheld.  lie  had  on  a  full-laced  uniform  ;  his  lank 
unpowdered  hair  was  tied  in  a  sti^F  Hessian  tail  of  aa 
extraordinary  length;  the  old-fashioned  flaps  of  biawttst* 
coat  added  to  the  general  qoaintneas  of  hia  figvrej  and  juii- 
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dnc^  an  appearance  which  particularly  attracted  mv  notice, 
lor  I  had  never  seen  anything  like  it  before,  nor  could  I 
imag'in*'  w  ho  he  was,  or  what  he  came  ahout.  Tln^re  was 
«=nTTiethiug  irresistibly  pleasing  in  his  address  and  conver- 
-at inn,  rind  ;m  enthusiasm,  when  speaking  jtrofV-ssionai 
6ubi<H  t^.  \s  liicli  sliowed  that  he  was  no  coniiiiun  btiiig." 

^d.-on's  manner  to  his  niidsliijtineu  was  extremely  kind 
anil  Ml  CM  11  raging.  If  he  percti\  oil  tliat  a  boy  was  at  first 
afraid  lu  go  aloft,  he  would  say  jday fully,  VVell,  Sir,  I  am 
j^'oing  a  race  io  the  mast  head,  und  beg  that  i  iiiav  meet  vou 
there."  The  little  leilow  woubi  instantly  begin  to  (  limb, 
and  whr-n  rhev  met  on  the  top,  Nol^^on  would  chat  to  him 
cheerfully  \s  ithout  fiin^iiiL:  any  lault,  although  he  might  have 
shown  some  little  awkwardness  in  the  ascent. 

When  he  was  wounde<i  at  the  assault  on  {Santa  Cruz,  his 
step-son,  by  his  admirable  presence  ot  mind,  in  applying  his 
handkerchief  in  the  manner  of  a  tourniquet  to  the  arm,  in  all 
probability  saved  bis  Ufe.  Uis  calmness  in  undergoing  the 
amputation  was  great;  and  his  subsequent  suffering  was 
oanised  by  the  error  of  tlie  Borgieoo  who  performed  the 
opeirmtion. 

The  severe  wound  which  Nebon  received  at  the  battle  of 
the  Nile,  wm  soppoeed  to  have  proceeded  from  la&gridge 
shot  or  a  piece  of  iron ;  the  skin  of  his  foreheid  being  out 
with  it  at  right  angles,  hung  down  over  his  face.  Captain 
Berrjt  who  nq>pened  to  stand  near,  caught  the  admural  in 
his  arms.  It  was  Neison*s  first  idea,  and  that  of  every  one^ 
that  he  was  shot  through  the  head.  On  being  oarried  into 
the  cockpit,  where  leveral  of  hill  gallant  crew  were  stretched 
with  their  shattered  limbe  and  mangled  wonndsi  the  snr* 
geon,  with  great  anxiety,  immediatdj  came  to  attend  on  the 
admiral.  **  No»**  replied  the  hero,  I  will  take  my  turn 
with  mj  brave  Mlowersr*  The  agony  of  his  wound  in- 
creaung,  he  became  convinced  that  the  idea  in  which  he  had 
lon^  indulged  of  dying  in  battle,  was  now  about  to  be  accom- 
^lued.  He  immediatelT,  therefore,  sent  fcr  his  chaplain, 
Mr.  Oomyns,  and  beggeo  of  him  to  remember  him  to  lady 
Kdeon;  and,  having  signed  a  conunission  appointing  his 
friend,  thebrave  Haraj,  tnen  eeounander  of  the  Mntine  orig, 
to  the  rank  of  nost-csptain  in  the  Vanguard,  took  an  affeo* 
tionte  leave  of  captain  Lonis,  who  hra  cone  by  his  desire 
on  hoard,  and  with  the  utmost  composore  resigned  himself 
to  death. 

When  the  sorgeon  came  to  eacamine  the  w(mnd,  it 
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liieMflt  <|iueklT  civcvlited  thrnM^Ti  the  ilitp.  As  mmn  ai  tW 
j'aurifiii  QfMtafiM  <tf  <fcMiiintf  was  i>v«r»  Ndaon  immediatelj 

tbmtWT  oi^  wrote  the  cAcial  letter  that 
iMtariiil  ta  the  €— tii.  He  ceme  on  deck  just  ia  time 
at  Imiihiid  the  mmHstr^i^om  L*Orieiit. 

C«Dtm  Bettjaam  BaOamnXkoi  the  Swifbnre,  who  h^  l 
ever  eeea  ea  terma  ef  moet  nttimite  ftieaMhip  mith 
yejBen»  fimHii^  hie  hredber  efteen  eegcr  to  oatrW  eadb 
tfchw  ill  semftmp  Tegioim  presents  to  the  edmiral,  tbait  had 
Wm  mali  drem  the  wreck  of  L'  Orient ,  actually  ordered  hie 
iieqieti  i  to  amhe  a  oo£n«  ssMj  hom  the  wreck,  hoth  as  to 
w«iovi  ami  tr  n  Hh  grUere  were  pnctaanj  obeyed;  and, 
«ee  beiHkj:  Tiiu<tied  wiiii  coaeiderable  efegaaee  from  the  ma- 
eenub  of  L  Orieai's  Boin-ma^^  it  wae  sent  with  this  note: 
— ^  Sir,,  I  have  tehea  the  libert  r  of  presenting  joa  a  cofia 
made  r  rom  the  matfMu^  oi  A^'Oniat,  that  when  joa  haTa 
lioiBheii  ]io«r  or  tec  ia  thin  world,  yea  maj  be  baried  io 
gae  oi  vuvr  trophiee.  But  that  that  period  maT  be  far  dis- 
Mwv'thiaaearewie^eCTaarMeevefriaad.'*'  Tbecafia 
wee  kept  end  med. 

Ut»  MEtetimes  plavfullT  alluded  to  bis  boditlj  losses.  The 
«se  he  mode  of  hi»  blind  eye  at  Copenba^^n  i:>  well  known. 
Sir  Hvdki  Faid&er,  the  eeounander^-ki-cmef,  thinkint;^  the 
sifeaihron^  under  Ntiboa^  wa^pl.ictd  In  circu  no  stances  uDfaiHT 
dingerous>  and  knowing  chat  the  hero  woa!d  rerer  %  « :'un- 
taniy  retreat^  made  the  ^t^^nal  !•  r  leaving  off  acti  jn.  Wbea 
this  w:i5  71  need  out  to  Neis he  tamed  t  i  captain  Foley, 
saving,  Vou  know,  Foley,  I  h^v^  hut  i^ne  eye — I  have  a 
ri^^ht  to  be  hhvd  -t'tiiet "ine^  aivl  :hon,  patting  *h<  glas»  to 
his  blind  «eye«in  imk:  n:o«^d  of  tnind  wmeb  sports  with  bitter- 
De<?i,  he  t»scl:urue»!.  **  I  r' mUv  do  not  see  the  ?:.rnal.*'  Pre- 
sendv  he  ad«k'ti.  P:imn  the  Agnail  kat^  nuae  tijpiag  ier 
closer  batt  le !  nod  nune  to  the  mast  V* 

The  only  stain  f^n  Nelson**  narr^e  is  coooected  with  hi» 
marruvge.  He  be^'ame  ni*^.t:uatei  wHh  the  charruf  of  lady 
H;iaiiiton,  wi'e  of  >ir  Wiiimm  HaiDiltr>u,  the  Briii«»b 
minister  :it  NipUs,  tiiac  h>f  for^>k  hi  \r  X»*!'M>n,  in  oni-er 
Stt.ich  hi::i-rtii"  to  !at!T  ItvyniitOQ,  eveu  ai^.'  h'-r  hu-bacd  ^  .is 
slite.  Her  ir'.rfuenco  led  htm  to  actioa^^  wtuie  m  c^ommand 
at  Naples,  which  ad;uit'ji  Qoapt^l'^-cy.  Let  a  teaTi^howeiiira 
be  dropped  over  the  unlv  fault  of  s»o  great  a  uian. 

When  tbe  new-  of  th^z  battle  of  Campenlown  rea«.bed 
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natedy  and  eonteqiiciitlj  attraeted  the  notice  of  the  people, 
who  forthwith  hmn  to  make  a  diitarbance;  but  when  tliey 
were  told  that  Ndaon  was  disturbed  bj  their  ahoathi^t  they 
wentolFatofiee^  and  stationed  guards  to  prerent  odier  par- 
ties  from  annojing  him. 

He  wentyononeooeasionytoreoeiTeayear'spaTtas  imart- 
monej»  on  aoeoont  of  the  loss  of  his  eje,  but  oonld  not  obtain 
payment,  becanse  he  had  neglected  to  bring  a  certificate  Arom 
a  surgeon  that  the  siriit  was  actually  destroyed.  Alittleirri- 
tatcd  Uiat  tins  form  snonld  be  insisted  on,  becanse  he  thought 
H  was  soflteiently  notorious,  he  procured  a  certificate  at  the 
same  time  for  the  loss  of  his  arm,  u|7iDg>  they  might  just  as 
well  doabt  the  one  as  the  other.  pat  hrai  in  smd  hu- 
mour with  himssif  and  with  the  clerk  who  had  oifended  him. 
On  his  return,  the  dark  finding  it  was  only  the  year's  pay  of 
a  captain,  sa^,  he  thought  it  had  been  more.  Oh  I** 
leflied  Nelson,  this  is  only  for  an  eye.  In  a  few  days  I 
diall  come  finr  an  arm,  and  probably  in  a  little  longer  for  a 
leg.**  Accordingly,  be  soon  aAerwards  went,  and  with  per* 
feet  good  humour  eihibited  the  certificate  for  the  lo«  of  Ids 
am. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

rEOBGF  111   FROM  1806  TO  THE  EWD  OF  HIS  REIGN  1820— GEORGE 
w  1820  TO  IB30-WILUAM  IV.  1830  to  iai7-VlCTORlA,  l^l 

LtHE  VHENCH  STILL  HUMBLED  AT  SEA  -  BOMBARDMENT  OF 
COrENHAOBN-DETACHED  ACTIONS-WAR  WITH  THE  UNITED 
STATES -CRITICISM  ON  THE  AMERICAN  ACCOUNTS-PEACE- 
-COLLINOWOOD-COCHRANE-TROUBRlDGB-HOOD-BiUDPO^T 

—  EXM0UTH—C0DB1NGTON—6T0PF0RD— NAPIER. 

The  splendour  of  Lord  Nelsons  glory,  throws  that  of 
every  exploit  in  which  he  was  not  more  or  less  engaged 
during  his  epoch,  completely  inlo  the  shade.  Two  actions 
the  one  of  which  preceded,  and  the  other  followed  1  rafal^, 
require  however  a  brief  notice  ,    w  *  t 

Admiral  Villeneuve,  when  driven  from  the  West  Indies 
bv  the  very  terror  of  Nelson  s  name,  proceeded,  uninterrupt- 
ed  in  his  retreat,  until  he  reached  Cape  Finisten-e,  whertj  be 
encountereil  an  English  squadron  consisting  of  fi^^n 
the  line  and  two  frigates,  under  the  command  of  bir  Kobm 
Calder  Villeneuve  had  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  five  frigates, 
and  several  brigs.  The  battle  continued  four  hours,  and 
ended  in  tbe  defeat  of  the  French,  with  the  loss  of  two  of 
their  best  ships. 
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The  ooimtTy,  tn  thete  tioieiy  however,  wis  aot  to  be  eetU- 
fied  with  80  incomplete  a  victor j  eveo  over  a  soperior  fleet, 
and  Sir  Bohert  Oeldor  wm  ceoiored  by  a  ooort-martiel  for 
not  having  dose  enough;  e  oeiwiirt»  ooosidtfing  all  the  cir- 
onmatinees,  more  harsh  than  reafonable. 

Towards  the  dose  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  the  French 
Ttce-admiral  Dumanoir,  with  four  sail  of  the  line,  bore  away 
to  the  south.  On  the  2d  of  November  he  was  met  by  Sir 
Richard  Strachao,  off  Ferrol,  with  four  sail  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates.  Sir  Richard  immediately  gave  chase,  which 
he  continued  the  whole  of  the  2(1  and  i\\L-  iu*.\L  dilv.  Two 
l^ritish  frig'ate.^  the  Santa  Maigaiita  ami  Phoenix,  having 
(juisailed  the  ships  of  the  hue,  got  up  with  the  enemy  hy  day- 
break on  tlie  iiiorning  of  the  4tii,and  iiiiuiediately  commen- 
ced the  action  in  the  most  galhmt  style.  By  firing  on  the  rear 
of  theeoemT.  they  relankd  their  dight  somuch,  that  the  main 
body  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan's  fleet  was  able  to  come  up. 
The  French  admiral,  about  noon,  perceiving  that  a  general 
action  was  unavui  lali!-',  made  his  disposition  accordingly. 
The  battle  lasted  nearly  three  hours  and  a  half,  during  the 
u  h'Ue  of  which  time  the  enemy  fought  remarkably  wi  11. 
At  la^t,  their  ships  being  completely  unmanageable,  struck 
tiieir  coh>urs,  namely,  the  Formidable,  of  eighty  guns, 
admiral  Dumaimir,  and  the  Duguai  Tronin,  Mont  Diane, 
and  Scipion,  of  si  va  nrx  luiir  guns  ench.  1  he  slautrhter  on 
board  ih^'-v  ships  was  very  great;  the  admiral  lumsrlt'was 
woufuii  d,  and  one  of  tlie  captains  killed.  Tin-  loss  of 
the  English  was  trilling.  Sir  Richard  Straclian  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  GibraitaTf  where  he  arrived  safe  with  his 
prize*?. 

The  eouihincd  fleet  originally  consisted  of  thirty-five  sail 
of  the  lin^;  of  these,  two  were  taken  bv  Sir  Robert  Calder; 
four  captured  at  Trataigar  were  carried  into  Oibraltrir: 
four  captured  l»v  Sir  Richard  Stra^  han,  were  carried  into 
the  Fame  port;  tifteen  were  burned,  sunk,  or  wrecked; 
three  escaped  into  Cadiz,  serviceable;  and  seven  escaped 
into  the  same  port,  complete  wrecks;  thus  accounting  for 
the  whole  original  aambert  thirty*Eve  sail  of  the  Hoe. 

The  eveots  which  we  have  narrated  in  the  two  previous 
diapterSt  eom^letely  broke  the  French  power  at  sea,  an<l 
were  no  iaeftciCDt  causes  of  the  ultimate  destruction  of  th(> 
gigMtie  power  of  NapoleoD  by  land.  lie  found  all  attempt  > 
to  reevsmtate  hie  navy  is  vab.  .  No  sooner  were  a  few  i^ps 
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made  ready  for  sea,  than  they  were  blockaded  by  the  T|gil- 
ance  of  British  squadrons,  or  even  destroyed  in  barboor, 
while,  in  other  instances,  where  they  either  escaped  or  were 

permitted  to  leave  port,  th<»y  only  did  so  to  faH  a  prey  to  ocr 
Heets,  now  indisputably  supreme  at  sea. 

Thu  onemy*s  operations  were  thus  completely  impeded, 
their  aUeiiipts  to  ti  aii-port  troops  by  sea  rendered  imp<j5«ble, 
ami  their  supplies  uf  warlike  stores,  provisions,  and  coluCiiai 
produce,  rendered  precarious  or  altogether  cut  off. 

The  first  attempt  made  by  Buonaparte  after  the  Mow  he 
had  received,  was  to  secure  what  remained  to  Franc-e  of  ber 
colonies.  Accordingly,  a  tieet  of  eleven  sail  of  the  line,  and 
a  number  of  frig-ates,  in  two  squadrons,  escaped  the  visril- 
ance  of  the  EngU&bi  and,  early  in  I8O69  arrived  in  tbt 
West  Indies. 

Adniirul  Duckworth,  with  seven  sail,  Tell  in  with  and 
eom]tl>'t(4y  defeated  the  first  of  these  f^quadroos,  of  nr« 
shijK,  two  frigates,  and  a  corvette.  All  the  five  line  d 
ha  lie  si  lips  were  either  taken  or  destroyed.  The  other 
division  of  the  French  fleet  was  lost  in  a  violent  ?torm, 
with  the  exception  of  one  ship.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and 
lofl  Cochrane  w  ere  lioth  conspicuous  for  irallantry  afc<'Ct 
this  period,  as  we  h:i\  e  more  particularly  &tuie<1  el'^ow  here. 

About  the  close  of  the  year,  another  attempt  was  made 
to  send  reinforcements  to  the  We^t  Indies.  Accordinglv  a 
stpiadron  of  five  frigates  and  two  corvptte«,  havinic  on  boanl 
two  thousand  troops,  was  (le«pntcheil  on  this  service,  wer^ 
en'/'itr^d  by  Sh*  Samuel  Hod  ],  and  four  fni^-nres  captured, 
with  a  '^reat  number  of  men,  and  a  lar^a-  <jviantity  of  store5. 

In  the  year  1S07,  it  being  pnttv  well  ascertained  that 
the  i'rench  emperor  was  resolved  to  replace  th*?  l-^'^-s  of  hi% 
own  tiects  by  taking  posse«;«ion  of  thnt  of  iJenmark  ;  and  a>  jt 
wa.s  equally  well  known  that  Denniaik.  even  if  \\  illinc,  was 
quite  unable  to  resist  him,  the  British  Government  resolved, 
by  a  questionable  policy,  to  frustrate,  by  anticipating  his 
intentions.  Upon  this  service  were  sent  twenty  thoasaml 
troops  under  lord  Cathcart,  and  forty-two  ships,  of  which 
twenty-two  were  of  the  line,  under  admiral  Gambier.  To 
this  formidable  force,  the  Dan^  at  first  offered  a  determin* 
ed  resbtAOcet  nor  did  they  yield  until «  gmt  part  of  Cop- 
enhagen  was  in  flames  or  laid  in  ruint. 

In  consequence  of  their  capitulation,  we  were  put  in  pot- 
session  of  sixteen  ships  of  the  line,  fifteen  friff«tes»  six  brigt, 
«od  twenty-flTe  gan*bofttB»  which  were  neeny  all  leedj  fer 
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AM ;  there  were  besidee  newml  Tesseb  on  the  stocks,  whteh 
we  were  at  liberty  to  destroy,  tske  to  psecesi  or  carry  away. 
A  Tast  abundance  of  stores  of  all  kinds  necessarj  to  equip  or 
batld  a  fleet,  were  found  in  the  arsenals,  so  that  it  was  ne* 
oessary  to  load  all  the  ships  of  the  line  and  fHgates,  with 
masts,  spars,  and  timber:  after  all,  so  great  a  qnantity  re- 
mained, that  ninety-two  tran^Kxrts  were  employed  to  bring 
the  rest  to  England. 

In  an  attempt  to  overawe  Constantinople,  the  Snltan 
hav  ing  now  joined  the  French  alliance,  admiral  Duckworth 
was  not  equally  successful,  and  was  much  blamed  for  his 
inactivity  and  mismanagement,  in  having  omitted  the  proper 
reason  of  attack,  and  being  obliged  to  retreat  without  strik- 
ing a  blow. 

Nothing"  very  remarkable  now  occurs  in  our  naval  annals 
for  some  time.  The  Walchercn  expedition  in  1809,  was  botli 
in  plaii  and  execution,  a  disgrace  to  our  councils  and  com- 
manders, but  in  so  far  as  the  naval  -ervice  was  concerned, 
no  t'laine  is  imputable.  Even  yet,  the  French  had  not 
bev-.i  aljle  to  send  to  sea  anything  deserving"  the  name  of 
a  fleet,  and  the  few  line  of  l>atilo  ships  uhich  still  re!iiained 
were  closely  watched  by  our  vessels.  Thij*  year,  an  uppor- 
tunity  oecuii'td  of  destroying  some  of  them;  and  it  was 
embraced  with  the  usual  alaerity  of  British  seamen.  A 
Preach  squatlr-  'n,  consisting  of  nine  sail  of  the  line  and  some 
f t  i^jates,  was  luxiurstoofl  to  he  lyint^^  in  the  roads  of  Aix, 
under  the  protection  of  the  forts  of  that  island.  The  attempt 
to  *i<  -^tn-y  tin-  fleet  was  com  nut  ted  to  tiie  direction  of  lord 
<Iainhier,  wiio  selected  lord  Cochrane  on  the  ocea'^ion : 
fur  this  purpose,  a  numher  of  frigates,  tire-ships,  and  otlur 
fniall  vessels  were  en>ployed.  On  the  10th  of  April,  the 
lire-ships  joined  the  fleet,  and  the  next  night  they  w  t  re  sent 
into  Aix  mads,  each  manned  and  coiiducted  hv  a  lieutennrit 
and  five  men  :  there  were  sixteen  of  them,  and  some  of  tht m 
of  a  larger  con*if ruction  than  usnnl.  As  soon  as  the  fire- 
ships  got  within  the  roads,  the  French  ves'^els  cut  their  cablet-, 
and  rur)  on  sliore  in  the  Isle  of  Aix  ;  by  this  means,  the  fire- 
ships  were  enabled  to  effect  little,  and  it  w  as  ascertained  that 
the  destruction  of  the  enemv  must  he  accomi)lished  bv  other 
means,  (i rent  '^kill,  however,  as  well  as  courage,  was  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose:  the  place  wh^^re  the  French  ships  lay, 
was  strong,  both  by  nature  and  by  art;  they  lay,  apparently, 
almost  n<5  ^^ecure  as  ships  would  have  been  in  Portsmouth 
harbour :  they  were  under  the  protection  of  two  batteries, 
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enrh  of  wfaiek  bad  twwtT-iuM  gm»  tSk  Imrr  mttaL 
The  tBtekacT  of  ik*  Mwrlgitii>  ««  mi,  tt^  thwiiM 

e«i  serious  obstacAts:  m  some  pljices  tbtS9  wm  mot  more 
tbaa  four  faliw  wate.  A  Iklk  after  two  o*clf>^  krd 
CochrsM  adraMcd  id  tke  Inpcrieu*  to  attaspt  the 

stnictMB  of  the  eoemj;  lo  aooo  got  mot  imu  sail  of 
tha  line.  The  Cakotta,  one  of  then,  almost  immediatdj 
•trnck  her  colonrs ;  and  before  fire  o^clockt  thm  Afoiloo, 

aD<l  ViUe  de  VarsoWe,  had  followed  her  example.  Bj 
this  time  the  British  ships  were  onlj  in  fire  ratboms 
water.    Admiral  O  am  bier,  however,  at  first  tboosrhr  he 

could  accomplish  the  destruction  of  the  remainder  of  tbe 
French  squadron,  ard  tor  this  purpose  be  despatched 
foni'-  rr.ore  fir«L*->hips,  and  all  the  boat>  of  the  tit"€'t  with 
Con:^reve  rockets:  but  on  the  I3th,  the  Cif^sar,  and  5->me 
other  lino  rif  battle  ships  ha<l  crounde*!,  when  lord  ijrambier 
thought  it  prudent  to  abandon  all  further  attempts  azaTu^t 
the  enemy.  It  was  also  found  impracticable  to  Jestrov  the 
line  of  battle  ships  which  laj  near  the  entrance  ot"  the  river 
Charente,  from  the  difficulty  ot  the  navigation  and  the 
stroiii^  manner  in  which  they  were  protected.  The  Fr\^r*ch 
rieet,  consisted  of  L' Ocean,  of  one  hnn<lred  and  twentv  i:on*, 
which  was  run  on  .^hure;  the  Fou<iroyant,  of  ei^^hty  cun*  : 
Cassard,  •>f  seventy-four  guns;  Toumelle,  of  5eveutv-four 
euns;  Regulus,  of  «evoiitv-four|^ns ;  Jemappe,of  seventy- 
four  j^ans  :  nnd  tiie  ludienne  iri^-ate,  which  wert*  also  driven 
on  shore;  several  of  them  were  afterwards  totally  destr<iTe«l, 
and  aU  greatly-  damaged^  bj  the  aituation  in  which  thej 
lay. 

As  we  were  now  at  war  with  Russia,  and  a«  thi<i  power 
wui  carry int^  on  her  hostile  desi|fns  agaim»i  8wcdi>h  Fin- 
land, we  had  a  •^tronGr  tleel  in  the  Baltic,  for  the  purpose  of 
chastising  Russia  and  protecting-  uur  ally.  In  this  the 
Russians  had  a  strong  tiotilla,  which  was  princip^dly  vm^ 
ployed  in  protectinir  their  coasts,  and  in  conveying  trm>f^ 
a^rainst  1  inland,  in  the  month  of  Julv  tliis  tiotiTla  t" 
up  a  position  undor  Percola  Foint.  The  British  tiivt  ui 
the  Baltic  was  urukr  the  comiiiand  of  ada..*a!  Sanroarv?  ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  the  Gulph  of  Finland,  be  ^ni 
captain  Martin  in  the  Implacable,  with  the  Melphomene,  to 
watclt  ii»e  motions  and  the  operations  of  the  Ku>>ians.  A* 
soon  as  captain  Martin  discovered  the  situation  of  the  i-ne- 
mj*»  flotilla,  he  determined  to  attempt  somethinir  airainvt  it, 
order^*'  as  ho  expressed  him&ol  f,  'Ho  imprcb^  lUc^u  air^a^eri 
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wHli  thai  Bcnseof  respect  and  feir  which  his  majesty *s  olhsr 
ei«         nre  aoonttonied  to  show  to  the  British  Hag.** 

The  boats  were  accordingly  maaoed  for  this  enterprise^ 
mnd  pot  under  the  direction  of  lienteii«at  Hawkey.  The 
enemy,  when  they  peroeiTed  they  were  about  to  be  attackedf 
took  a  position  of  extraofdinary  strength,  within  two  rocks, 
from  which  they  couM  pour  a  (Mstrootive  fire  apon  the  boats 
as  tbej  adranoed.    This,  however,  odIj  sarred  to  stimulate 
lieutenant  Hawkey  and  his  brave  oompanions.    They  did 
not  (hA'j:;n  to  fire  a  gun  till  they  aotnally  touebed  the  enemy, 
they  then  boarded  the  flotilla  sword  in  handy  and  carried  all 
before  them.    Of  eight  gun^boats,  each  mounting  thirty- 
two  and  twenty-four  pounders,  and  having  on  board  forty- 
six  men,  six  were  brought  away,  and  one  was  sunk.  They 
had  under  their  protection  twelve  vessels  laden  with  powder 
and  provisions  for  the  Russian  army,  which  were  al^o  cap- 
tured.   In  short,  the  success  of  the  enterprise  was  most 
complete,  and  it  was  achieve  !  in  a  manner  which  could  not 
fail  to  answer  the  object  of  captain  Martin,  in  inspiring*-  ihe 
liiissians  with  the  siime  respect  and  awe  for  the  British 
name,  which  our  other  enemie«  fr  el.    Lieutenant  ilawkey, 
w  ho  so  nobly  headed  this  enterprise,  died  the  death  of  a 
hero,  in  its  execution.     His  last  words  were  "  Huzza,  push 
on.  Kngiaud  forever.  '    "  No  pr.iisp,"  nays  captain  Martin, 
"  from  my  pen,  can  do  justice  to  this  lamented  young*  man  : 
as  an  of^ccr,  he  was  active,  correct,  and  Mialous,  to  the 
highest  deg^ree :  the  leader  in  every  kind  of  enterprise,  and 
regardless  of  danger,  he  delighted  in  whatever  couid  tend 
to  promote  the  glory  of  hi^  country.'* 

Our  naval  force  oti  tli'-  (oa-^t  of  Spain,  contiimed  to  afford 
everv  possible  assistance  to  i1h»  cause  of  the  patriots,  who, 
in  spite  of  their  pusillaumious  king,  had  takon  arms  apfatn?^t 
thpir  oppressors,  by  harassing  the  operations  of  the  enemy. 
Ai>«nit  the  end  of  October,  a  French  squadron,  coiiNistinq^ 
of  three  sail  of  thi-  lino,  and  four  frigates,  with  twenty  largo 
transports,  ventured  to  i^ail  from  Toulon  for  the  relief  of 
Barcelona,  which  was  closely  pressed  by  the  Spanisli  anny. 
Lord  Colliugwood  commanded  the  Briti:^h  fleet  in  the  Me- 
diterruiieao,  and  was  generally  empluyed  in  blockading 
Toulon  ;  hut  a.s  he  was  sometimes  obliged  to  leave  that 
port,  the  French  had  taken  adv.unatre  of  his  absence, 
and  put  to  «;ea.  H  liowever,  soon  i(  u  nfd  this  circum- 
stance and  their  route,  and  despatched  a  (livi^ion  of  his  tie<^t 
after  them.    The  iioe  of  battle  ships  and  frigates  were  soon 
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destrojedf  wbOe  tbe  tnuisporU  ran  for  shelter  to  tbo  Bmj 
of  Bona,  where  thej  were  nader  the  protoedoii  of  soim 
armed  ships  aod  gun-boats:  nerertbdeasy  tbcy  wm%  ako 
attacked  and  destroyed* 


THE  AMERICAN  WAR  OP  1812. 

The  French  foaod  in  1812,  allies  in  the  ahma  UHm 
United  States  of  America^  with  which  countrj,  amr  tmA 
jealonsy  and  wrangling^  war  was  begnn  in  that  jear. 

The  Americans  had  no  fleet  in  any  way  to  match  ours ; 
but  their  small  squadrons  and  single  ships  were  well  found 
in  every  respect,  and  in  general  brarcly  fought.  The  Bri- 
tish ministry  appear  at  first  to  have  demised  their  new  foc% 
as  no  efficient  force  was  employed  against  them,  our  aavsl 
forces  being  still  employed  in  Wping  down  the  poiwer  of 
France. 

The  consequence  of  this  remissness  was  the  capture  of 
several  of  our  detached  vesseby  giving  rise  to  no  inecmsidcr* 
able  exaltation  and  boasting  on  the  part  of  the  Americans, 
This  spirit  of  boai^tin^  has  not  yet  subsided,  and  it  is  hoi 
dae  to  our  readers  to  be  made  acquainted  ^  ith  the  qneBb» 
stantial  nature  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  has  been  rmised. 
But  for  this  circumstance,  the  American  war  presents  lew 
incidents  worthy  of  being  recorded  alongside  of  our  wcH- 
fougbt  actions  with  the  Dutch,  the  Spaniards,  aAd  tW 
French. 

Our  readers  will  find  an  ample  detail  of  all  the  facts  of 
this  war,  with  len<»<lu'ned  professional  criticisms,  in  the  ex- 
cellent works  of  Mr  James,  particularly  in  the  sixth  volume 
of  his  Naval  Ilistnrv.  On  tlie  other  side,  he  will  fit»d  a 
full  spceinien  of  the  American  boa«tirtr  in  **  Thv  HistoiT 
of  the  Navy  of  the  Ignited  States,"  bv  Cooper,  the  ctlf- 
brated  novelist,  %vhir!i  Inttrr  character  he  dees  not  appear 
to  bavo  been  able  to  merge  into  the  grave  one  of  tbo  his- 

torinn . 

lu  the  Edinbursih  RevieWy  for  April,  1840,  is  a  rcry 
able  review  of  these  two  worl<5,  evidently  's^ritten  by  a 
person  well  qualified  for  the  undertaking',  ai  d  ^^hich  s<t? 
the  que5tion  at  ie^sue  in  a  very  clear  light,  \Vt  cannot 
better  serve  our  j  rocnt  pnrp(i?-e  than  by  extrartirg  a  f#^w 
passages  from  that  article,  referring  the  reader  who  bas  leU 
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suro  to  examine  the  subject  more  Id  deUulf  to  the  Review 
it»eh  : — 

•*  Wc  ii'  Ns  cmtup  to  the  three  well-known  and  iVeqnentlv 
di'-ciisbed  actions,  which  terminated  iti  the  capiin e  of  British 
hr  American  frigates.  It  will  be  sulHcient,  bu  tar  as  the 
faot<;  are  concerneH,  to  ^t:itt»  generally,  that,  on  the  H*th  of 
AuLrnst,  1812.  the  (iuerriere,  captain  Dacres,  was  r?!|>tured 
by  the  Constitution,  captain  Hull ;  on  the  25th  of  Uctol  t  r, 
the  INTaceduiiian,  captain  CardeU|  by  the  United  States, 
commodore  Decatur;  and  on  the  29lh  of  DuLinher,  the 
Java,  captain  Lambert^  by  the  Constitution,  (oinmodore 
Bainlrld«j"o.  The  Guerriere  and  Java  were  (le^truTcd  at 
sea  ;  l»nt  the  Maceiionian  became  tin  Anarican  tVit^ate. 
The  actions,  though  of  course  ditVcriiiLr  in  details,  jx assessed 
jpveral  characteristics  in  coniiimn.  Each  captured  frigate 
made  an  nb^tinato  resistance,  diifincr  from  one  to  two  hours 
of  fTf'fudI  Jirin*f,  according  to  the  British  accounts;  and  all 
the  three  actions  were  decided  in  consequence  of  the  British 
ship  becoming  dismasted  by  the  heavy  metal  of  her  of»ponent, 
which  enabled  the  latter  to  rake  hm  with  impunity  UBtii 
funl^er  resistance  was  impossible. 

**  Our  first  remark  upon  these  three  celebrated  actions  will 
naturally  be  a  comparison  of  the  force  of  the  combatants. 
The  English  frigates  were  all  of  the  same  class, and  mounted 
from  fortj-six  to  forty-eight  gana ;  twentj-^ight  long 
eigbteen-poiinderi,  four  mne^ponndersy  and  the  rest  thiriy- 
two-pounder  earronades.  In  siie  they  were  all  below  elev  en 
hondred  tons,  and  their  regular  complement  was  three  hundred 
men  and  boys;  but  the  Guerriere  was  nearly  fort^  men  short, 
and  the  Ja?a  had  on  board  Arom  seventy  to  eighty  super, 
numeraries.  As  a  specimen  of  the  force  of  the  Amenoan 
•hips,  we  shall  state  that  of  the  President,  a  vessel  of  the  same 
o1as0»  snbaequently  captured  by  the  British.  This  powerful 
fri irate  measured  1633  tons ;  her  sides  and  bulwarks  were 
tliicker,  and  her  spars  and  rigging  stouter,  than  those  of  a 
British  seventy^four  gun  ship,  and  she  was  an  excellent 
aailer.  She  was  pierced  for  fifty-six  guns,  and  mounted  at 
her  capture  fifty-two;  thhrty-twolong  twenty,  four-pounders, 
•nd  twenty  fortT-two-pounder  earronades.  Her  complement 
was  understood  to  be  four  hundred  and  eighty  men.  In 
these  detdls  there  is  no  room  for  mistake,  the  President 
baring  been  surveyed  as  a  British  frigate,  and  every  par- 
tieular  respecting  her  being  now  recorded  in  the  official 
archhres  of  the  British  navy.   The  United  States  and  Con* 
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■liMioil  m  ibkoowiedged  hj  tbt  Amaimm  to  beprmeiy 
aimikr  in  aiie  and  foroe  to  the  Pre8id«iil»  aseepC  tMt  mgI^ 
we  bdiere^  mouitod  fifty-faor  hwfaad  of  Mj-lw^  nut  ; 
mud  that  the  Oooitlfeiilloii  carried  Uurty^two  inataad  ^  Nttv<- 
two-pooDdar  oarronades.  Thus  the  wmf^  of  bre>dade 
of  tbe  Bffhteat  of  the  two  Amerioaiif  waa  aenrh'  ompUT 
bevrfer  ttiaa  that  of  mt  one  of  the  ihree  Britaah  Itigalaa. 
Such  a  eaperiority  astiua  renden  It  aecdleM  to  bwbImii  Iho 
onpfded  naets  of  the  Giterrier<e»  or  the  ioexperioDead  crew 
oftheXvro.  That  there  ahoddhftTeheeo  a  dtflerentrwk 
in  cither  of  the  three  eetioiiiy  wis  dearij  a  [  L  v  ^^ioal  iaqpea- 


^  All  thk  eseeotioii  had  bees  dene  betwreeo  At  tioie  mhm 
the  ahips  o]ieaed  their  fire  ft-beam,  and  thesMMMSt  whan  the 
Gii«mere*s  masts  fell ;  for  the  few  ihot  thiwwti  b j  the  Cott> 
atttatien  previooalj  to  the  first  event  were  \  irtittflj  of  no 
nae,  and  sahte^enthrto  thelaatahedidiiotdisebam  a  gan. 
The  whole  oeriod  between  the  time  when  the  Ooamm 
commeneed  her  fire  at  long  shot,  and  that  who  ahe  actoallT 
hauled  down  her  jaokyaotnething  liketwo  hean^waaineladed 
in  the  enemy*s  accounts  of  the  domtion  of  the  eoahat ;  but 
it  is  well  nnderi^tood  bj  professional  men,  that  in  trath  the 
battle  was  decided  io  a  raorth  of  that  time/*  We  majr  here 
renartcy  that  captain  Daeres  asserts  in  his  offiinal  letter  that 
the  Constitution  ^returned  his  fire*  an  hour  and  twentj 
minutes  before  the  firing  tenniDated,  and  two  hours  bofcM 
the  Gaerriere*s  surrender ;  and  adda,  that  the  ships  ooniinnad 

*  exchanging  broadsides*  until  thay  came  to  ctoee  action. 
Whether  the  Oenstitation's  long  twepty«fonr  ponBders  warn 

*  virtuallj  of  no  use*  except  at  close  qnarterB*  we  should 
imagine  the  party  against  whooi  ihsj  wwe  dimetsd  aeaai 
have  been  best  able  to  decide. 

"  Mr  Cooper  avoids  any  detailed  companson  of  the  size  and 
force  of  either  of  the  American  frigates  with  th.it  nf  her 
opponent.  He,  however,  states  pretty  correctly  the  force  of 
the  British  party,  and  admits  jxenerally  that  thieir  opponents 
were  *  larger  and  heavier  ships.'  But  he  add?;,  *  It  is  un- 
derstood that  the  Guerriere  was  nearly  as  kmjj:  a  ship  u 
her  ad\er>r\ry,  and  it  hn^  hccn  assertt^l  respectable 
authority,  that  she  was  aciuaily  pierced  for  titVv-four  cups 
thn!!^Hi  it  i-  admitted  that  s-h*^  had  hut  forty-nine  miuii.lt-i  in 

the  aeUQii,  uoe  of  which  was  a  light  boat  oarrooada,*   *  it 
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la  atetod  om  aiotliority  dwmed  wortiiy  of  eradk,*  he  rabjoins 
In  m  note,  'thai  the  Gaarriera  was  merceil  fat  thirtv  Ktina 
on  ike  goa-^adif  bnt  tlial  ahe  had  no  hridle  port  baiow. 
Wbf0  porta  that  oonld  have  beai  fought  m  broadiida^  are 
aaid  ta  have  beea  Taeant  when  the  Amencane  took  posaeiaioa.' 
Tlieaa«iaggenitionaareaoon&poeedof,  The  predfiedUnien- 
eioDa  of  the  €hMrriere»ae  weUaethoae  of  the  Prendent,  are 
to  ba  Ibaad  iathe  lisUof  the  Brilaeh  imj,  as  reoorded  ftom 
act  pal  meaauieoieut  hj  reBponnble  oflloeni.  On  this  author- 
Hjt  not  kai  'feapeetaole*  and  worthy  <^  *oredlt'  thaa  those 
cited  bj  Mr  Cooper,  the  Preudent  meatared^  ae  above  mea^ 
taoned^  1683 tons ;  ber  length  '  over  all,*  or  from  head  to  stmn, 
wae  204  Isety  and  that  of  her  lower  deok  178  iliet  3  inchee— 
beiogp  eqaal  to  that  of  most  Brilish  eeventv-fonn.    On  the 
saana  aathmtjf ,  the  Ghiernere  lAeaeored  1092  tons  s  her 
leotrth  over  aU  was  180  tet  4  ineheSy  and  her  length  on 
de&  IM  feet  6  inehes ;  that  is»  she  was  10  to  24  feet 
shorter  than  her  oppooaot.    She  was  piereed  fiir  onlv  48 
I  r  adaide  gonsy  hot,  as  Mr  Cooper  states,  mounted  49, 
haTing  on  board  two  standing  bow-gims  whioh  oonld  onlj 
be  used  in  chase.    And  we  have  to  add,  that  every  one  of 
the  partienlars  hare  quoted  respecting  her,  has  been  m  print 
and  uncontradicted  ^r  upwards  of  twenty^ jeavs. 

*^  We  shall  conohule  our  remarks  by  a  sopposidous  case, 
ier  the  original  suggestion  of  whioh  we  are  indebted  to  Mr 
Jameses  pamphlet,  and  which  we  think  calculated  to  put 
their  real  nature  in  a  just  and  striking  point  of  view.  The 
largest  two-deoked  ships  bebnging  to  the  British  navy  daring 
the  Ajnerieaa  war,  were  rated  of  eighty,  and  mounted 
eighty-six  guns  each ;  thirty  bag  thirty-two  pounders,  thirty- 
two  long  twenty -four  pounders, eighteen  thirty-two  pounder 
earronad^y  and  six  twenty-four  pounder  carronades.  Their 
eomplement  was  720  men  and  boys,  and  thdr  usual  size  was 
about  2200  tons.    A  simple  arithmetical  process  will  make 
it  clear,  that  the  proportion  of  force  borne  by  such  a  vessel 
as  this  to  the  Constitution  frigate?  wan  scarcely  so  great,  ex- 
cept in  mere  number  of  guns,  as  that  which  the  latter  ship 
bore  to  the  Guerriere  or  Java.    Now,  let  us  suppose  that 
a  Bnti«5h  eighty  gun-ship  had  engaged  the  Constitution,  and 
that  the  hitt  or  had  ^surrendered,  as  the  captured  British  frigates 
did,  after  an  liuur's  close  action,  in  a  sinking  state,  and  with 
one-third  ot  her  crew  killed  and  wounded — with  which  party 
would  Mr  Cooper  have  considered  the  honour  of  such  a  couiiict 
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toTCOitfii?  And  w1mIwo«U  behave  Mid  if  mBcitiihbtt- 
totw^mwttttof  the  eoapantiTe  force  of  tlM  coabitaM^ 
dflfotedhelf  ■  dmen  pages toezpitkteoiitlM^Mnlcflbel^^ 
the  cofnl»t^*dcd«rii»,  that 'afttrBaakiiyanpfoptrd^ 
Ibr  the  differaice  of  the  fofee/  aU  gw^  jodra  *anr  the 
pffoouee  of  manj  fiitve  MoeeeM  in  thi^'  ua  itjliB^  the 
ofent  of  the  actioii  *a  briUieiit  end  MOipected  toeecsf/ 
end  tiie  '  ooiaBieDeemeut  of  a  new  cfm  in  nnvnl  weiihie  ? 
And  yct»  either  the  facts  end  figms  we  hecvo  nbore  sUiied 

nittedlo  hepevaOeL 

#         %        «         «         •  • 

**  We  now  ooae  to  faoMNie  action  which  tenninalid 
in  the  capture  of  the  Ch^i^ieeke  frigate  br  tiie  Shanaon. 
TheciKcamstaneet  of  thiee^tfaoniinary  qptoit  are  too  watt 

known  to  need  repetitioo ;  we  shall  therefore  innly  state 
that  the  Chcaapeake  was  earned  bj  boarding  after  a  battle 
of  onlj  fifteen  minutes.  We  proceed  to  Mr  Cooper*e  obs^. 
▼sdonson  the  mbjcct.    He  attribntee  the  sacoeae  of  the 
Britidi  frigate  to  ocftain  *  fortnitoos  erenta,*  the  moet  pro* 
minent  of  which  appears  to  have  been  the  cowardm  and 
Mgfigence  of  a  obtain  boglemany  whoee  dotT  it  waa  «e 
aoaimon  the  boarders  of  tbe  Chesapeake,    'f  be  discom* 
Store  of  this  recreant  minstrd  is  stated  to  baTe|ir«¥^^«d  tiie 
men  on  the  Chesapeake's  main-deck  from  being  aware  of 
the  emergeocj,  until  the  quarter-deck,  where  all  the  board- 
ing weapons  were  stowed,  had  been  occupied  b  v  ibe  ettemj, 
and  resistance  consequent! v  became  impossible.   Mr  Cooper, 
however,  has  been  unable  or  unwilling  to  enli.r^iten  his 
rei^*^r?  on  one  or  two  important  points  connected  with  the 
incident  just  noticed.    Were  none  of  the  Che^peake'i  offi- 
cers or  men  able  to  sound  the  bu^le  '^f  the  fukritire  ?  Or^ 
if  so,  were  their  powers  deran^^ed  bv  the  advance  of  the 
Briiish  boarders  ?    How  came  the  men  on  the  Chesaj eakei 
main-deck  not  to  kiM>w  that  the  ships  were  foul,  and  that  a 
scutHe  was  going  on  over  their  heads?    And  mav  thej  not 
have  had  good  reasons  for  keeping  below,  indepertdent  nf 
that  afforded  tbern  bv  the  desertion  of  their  T\rt;t*us  ?  We 
think  Dr.  Scnl'i-nis  himself  would  haveacknowled^red  that 
the  miraculous  powers  of  ancient  music  are  no  lonurtr 
whollv  unrivalled,  hrid  he  lived  to  hear  of  a  iVIirate  c;ip« 
tured  in  tiiteen  uunute^,  because  her  hugloman  UUiedattb* 
proper  moment  to  strike  up  *  Hail,  Columbia t* 

**  Another,  and  a  far  more  plau&ibie  excuse  for  lim  Chesa- 
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poke's  capture  is  foaud  in  the  assertion  of  Mr  Oooperi 
ti&at,  by  a  ratal  chance  of  war^  every  officer  of  rank  on  that 
IHgate  s  qnarter^deck  had  heen  msahled  jost  hefore  the 
boarding.  *  The  upper  deck,^  he  says,  <  was  now  left  with- 
out an  officer  on  it  abore  the  rank  of  a  midsMpman.*  Now, 
we  have  the  direct  authority  of  the  American  official  letter 
for  disputing  this  statement.  By  that  account,  Mr  Ludlow, 
the  Obesapeake*8  first  lieutenant,  and  one  of  the  officers 
stated  by  Mr  Cooper  to  have  been  disabled  as  above,  *  were 
wounded  in  attempting  to  repel  the  boarders.*  And  yet 
Mr  Cooper  enumerates  this  officer*8  name  among  those  who 
•  fell  before  the  enemy  boarded.' 

**  Mr  Cooper  also  mentions  that  '  some  disaffection  existed 
among  the  crew  ot'  the  Chesapeake  ;'  that  *  she  had  an  unusud 
number  of  merconarits  in  hur;'  ;ui(l  that  '  c-nttain  J^awrcnce 
went  into  tln^  eiiL.ML'^ement  with  strong  rt'luclanee,  owing  to 
the  peculiar  statu  of  his  crew.*  We  have,  of  course,  no 
means  of  meeting  these  statements ;  but  we  may  observe 
that,  by  insisting  so  much  upon  them,  Mr  Cooper  betrays 
his  d  tu  [jts  whether  the  *  fortuitous  events,'  else\\  here  noticed 
1) y  hiai,  are  sufficient  to  constittite  by  themselves  a  satis- 
factory explanation  of  the  Chesapeake's  cajtture.  A  subse- 
quent u^:3t'rtion  ot"  Mr  Cooper's  will  aUo  appear  to  lirili^h 
readers  somewhat  inconsistent  with  his  disparagement  of 
the  American  crew. 

Tlie  Chesapeake,'  he  affirms,  *did  not  fire  until  all  her 
guns  V)ore,  when  she  delivered  as  destructive  a  ijroadside  as 
probably  ever  came  out  of  a  ship  of  her  force.  For  «ix  or 
eight  minutes  tlie  cannonading  was  fiercu,  and  the  best  of 
the  action  is  said  to  have  1>  en  with  the  American  frigate,  so 
far  as  the  irv  ncral  etfect  of  tlietire  was  concerned.'  It  must 
he  a  most  pleasing  reflection  to  Wr  Cooper,  that  the  Chesa- 
peake'*; seamen,  notwithstanding  tiieir  *  peculiar  state,'  fired 
so  much  Ijetter  than  a  thoroughly  disciplined  Iiriti>h  crew, 
and  only  owed  their  defeat  to  the  lamentable  defLttion  of 
their  biipfleman  ;  but  we  doubt  whether  its  credibility  will 
be  generally  admitted.  *  When  the  enemy,'  says  Mr  Cooper, 
*entere  ]  the  ship  from  his  fore-channels,  it  was  with  eroat 
caution,  and  so  fIowIv  that  twentv  re^nhite  men  would  have 
repulsed  him.'  Mr  Cooper  may  rest  assured  that,  by  such 
attempts  at  detraction,  he  only  injures  his  own  cause.  Cap- 
tain Broke  was  himself  the  first  man  on  board  the  Chesapeake  ; 
and  considering  that,  by  Mr  Cooper's  own  account,  the 
stniggla  on  bom  her  could  not  have  lasted  more  than  five 
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nr  ^ix  minutes,  ^\  e  thiiik  his  men  could  scarcely  hare  befn 

v^rv  inactive  in  supporting  him.    AVe  trust,  f«»r  tbt*  crt-ait 

of  3lr  Cooper's  countrymeD,  that  iljcy  wereiioi ;  for,  if  jo, 

we  can   nly  m  count  for  tlie  short  duration  of  the  combat 

bv  the  iii-aLfreeable  hypothesis,  iliat  the  dcAiberaUan  of  the 

BritL-h  CD  trance  on  the  Chesapeake  ^  deck  must  have  been 

citnipeusated  by  the  singular  atrility  and  unaiiiiaity  of  the 

American  exit.    Why  could  iu>t  ^Mr  Cooper  aeknowleii;.'e  at 

once  that  tlie  Chesa|>eake  \\  as  tnken  by  a  ^uddell  e^^uft-de^ 

mainj  skilfullv  limed  and  LrallaiUlv  executed,  and  which  the 

fortune  of  war  crowned  w  ith  deserved  success 

•*  *  The  enc:ny,'  by  Mr  Cooper's  account,  *  fired  down  the 

hatches,  and  killed  and  wounded  a  Lrruat  many  men  in  this 

manner,  but  it  does  not  appear  liiai  ihcir  lire  was  returned.' 

The  latter  <  lau>e  is  skilfully  worded.    Their  fire  was  not 

rttnrned,  for  it  pru  luced  imraeiliate  submission  ;  but  u  wa» 

provoked — provoked  by  a  discharge  of  musk t try    up  ihe 

Chesapeake  s  hatchway,  which  killed  a  British  marine. 

For  our  own  part,  we  do  not  lay  any  extraordinary 

stress  on  the  unusual  quickness  with  which  this  hriUiaDt 

action  was  decided.    The  accident  of  the  ships  heooming^ 

fbul,  appears  to  have  heen  unexpected  hy  hoth  parties ;  and 

a  iMiTal  action  whiefa  has  onoe  beeenne  a  haad  to  hand 

struggle  is  seldom  very  protracted.    But  that  the  British 

crew  were  backward  in  inakiiig  use  of  the  epportnnity  given 

thein»  or  th«i  tiieirira  wia  iiiMarlo  tliitof  tiirfr  ot^ 

are  Mtortioaa  whieii  we  tUak  will  neet  with  credit  fitom 

few  pertoae  who  reoMniber  what  tibe  ShaBnopwaam  laiB. 
«         •         «i         e         «  e 

''Iiooking  merely  at  tile  geneni  resiiH  of  <mr  mnur  riM 
fcl  iiayal  actioasi  wo  cannot  pcn«Ta  that  an^  of  then  ooald, 
nnder  the  clroomstaneei^  be  expected  to  terminate  difierartly* 
In  one  of  the  eleven  victoriea  we  have  notioedt  the  Anwiri 
caoe  were  doubly  suporior  in  force ;  in  n»  tbej  were  oi^a^ 
rioraa  three  to  two;  in  two»  ae  loiv  to  three s  tnona^lo^ 
gone  were  oppoeed  to  carronadee  out  of  ranfpe  of  the  latter; 
and  in  the  remaining  0Qe»  the  British  Teciel  had  been  prcw 
▼ionalv  disabled.  We  appeal  toAMtiandavitlunetietooQ^^ 
firm  tab  ftatement ;  ana  we  put  it  to  anj  reaecoablo  mam 
whetheft  if  eleren  sodi  actione  aa  tfacae  had  ocevrred  b»» 
tween  two  old-eftabKaiied  naval  belligcrenti»  and  the  cirw 
cnmstaocea  had  been  aoeoratdy  known,  thegr  woold  have 
been  Ukdy  to  caiiee  either  discouragement  on  the  one  lidc^ 
on  the  other?   We  acknowledge,  however. 
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th^k  tbat  remark  is  not  applicable  to  tlie  eonflieli  of  which 

yfe  are  speakiog*    The  American  navy  was  then  in  its 

fafknoy,  axnosC  untried  against  civiliaed  enemies,  and  oh- 

noxkms  to  the  onmanlj  taunts  of  too  many  English  party 

writers.    The  people  of  the  United  States  felt  a  just  and 

Indnble  pride  when  they  saw  their  marine  take  its  poet 

mmmg  the  best  of  Europe^  and  even  assert  ite  ekim  to  the 

respect  of  the  proudest  maritime  nation  in  the  world*  Sueh 

circtimetanees  will  easiW  exense  a  somewhat  OTerweening 

degree  of  patriotio  emltation;  th^  will  even  palliate  the 

exaggerated  eDcomiums  with  wbdi  the  pnhhe  press  of 

Aoieriea  rewarded  their  defenders. 

•        «        ♦         »         ♦  ♦ 

^  When  we  see  the  Americans^  in  tfane  of  waTf  not  send- 
ing eot  4hMr«oraisers  llngly  to  prey  upon  merchantmen^  or 
piok  off  inferior  Tessels,  Irat  victorious  in  equal  oonflicta, 
and  Ctting  out  Heets  eapahle  of  woteetang  their  coasts  fhmi 
inault  and  tlieir  harbours  ftom  hlockade^i->then,  and  not  till 
theOy  shall  we  aet^uiesce  in  Mr  Cooper's  presumptuous 
deolarataooy  *  that  it  it  not  improbable  the  battle  for  the 
anastery  of  the  seas  will  have  to  be  fought  over  again/ 

These  notices  must  serve  as  our  remarks  on  the  American 
war.  During  the  same  time,  little  of  importance  wa^  dutie 
except  the  continued  blockades  and  ititerception  of  the  sup- 
plies for  France.  The  shui  t  r(  ru  \\  al  of  the  I  'l  cnch  war, 
when  liuonaparte  made  his  C€le)>rated  invasion  iVuai  Klba, 
was  not  productive  of  anything  more  deserving  of  detail. 
The  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1814,  put  an  end  to  the  American 
war,  and  peace  with  France  was  finally  consolidated  by  the 
battle  of  Waterloo  in  1815. 

We  have  now  to  give  short  notices  of  some  of  those  heroes 
who  most  dietiogoished  themselves  during  the  period,  the 
Ustory  of  which  we  have  been  tracing;  and»  in  doing  so, 
we  shall  have  occasion  to  describe  several  remarkable  actions 
which  have  occurred  since  the  general  peace. 


LORD  COLLING  WOOD.  — Cuthbert  CoUingwood 
burn  at  Ncrwcastle-upon- Tyno,  and  entered  the  service 
ill  1761,  under  hi«^  nmternal  uncle,  captain  Braithwaiii-, 
who  iiad  the  couHiiand  of  the  Shannon  frigate.  With 
him  1h'  Mived  many  years.  We  find  liiin  a  miil^liip. 
man  m  the  Gibraltar  in  1766,  and  from  176 7  to  1772,  ma«- 
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Ier*t  wmie  m  the  Liverpool*  wbco  he  wtm  takm  jmIo  iIm 

Lenoos,  captain  Roddam. 

He  had  dow  been  thirteen  years  in  the  serrioe  with  .? 
promotion,  so  little  did  his  prospects  at  first  settinij  oui  lo 
life  keep  pace  with  hl>  merit,  or  forebode  the  honour?  lo 
which  he  arrived.  the  27th  of  Februar?  1774.  he  weni 

in  the  Prestor,  Tinder  the  command  of  vice-admiral  f  ira%'e* 
to  America,  and  the  follnwing  vear  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  fourth  Heutenant  in  the  Somerset,  on  the  dav  of  thig 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  where  he  was  sent  with  a  partr  of 
seamen  to  supply  the  armv  with  what  was  necessarv  in  that 
line  of  service.  The  vi'^o-ndmiral  bein^ recalled,  sailed  fur 
Kng^land  in  1776.  In  the  same  year,  lieutenant  CoUing- 
>vaf>d  was  j»ent  to  Jamaica  in  the  Hornet  sloop,  and  ^^jn 
atier,  the  Lowestoffe  ci'th*  to  the  sauie  station,  of  which 
lord  Nelson  wa?,  at  that  iliije,  second  lieutenant,  and  with 
whom  he  had  been  before  in  habits  of  •jt**^^  friendship. 
Ihs  friend  Nelson  had  ent»  rr»l  il>  -ervice  bome  vear?  later 
tlian  himself,  but  was  made  li^ut.  rant  in  the  Lowe^toffe, 
captain  Locker,  in  1777.  Here  their  friemlship  was  renew- 
ed ;  aiid,  upon  the  arrival  of  Sir  Peter  Parker  t«>  take  the  c-r^m- 
mand  upon  that  station,  thc\  found  in  him  a  c  Uimon  patron. 

In  1780,  he  wa-s  appointed  to  thecomuiaud  of  the  Pelican, 
of  24  guns;  but  his  continuance  in  thi-i  ship  was  but  of  short 
duration;  for  on  the  1st  of  Auj^uai  in  the  follow inv:  vear, 
ho  fatal  to  the  West  India  Inlands,  in  a  violent  hurricane, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  most  tempestuous  night,  she  v*.s 
w  recked  upon  the  Moraut  i^uay.  It  wasnut  without  eitren.e 
difficulty  and  pei  u,  that  the  crew  gotonsh  ire.  by  the  help  of 
rafts  made  of  the  broken  yards,  and  upun  those  small 
sandy  hill?,  with  little  food  or  water,  they  remained  ten 
days,  until  a  boai  went  tu  Jamaica,  and  the  Diamond 
fri^rate  was  sent  to  their  relief. 

lie  was  appointed  next  to  the  comtaand  of  the  Sampson, 
of  sixty-four  guns,  in  which  ship  he  served  to  the  peace  of 
17H3,  when  she  was  paid  off,  ;m  1  ke  was  appointeti  to  the 
Mediator,  and  sent  to  the  WL>t  Indies,  where  he  .i_;*im  met 
his  friend  Nelson,  who,  at  that  ume^  comiuiiudcd  iLe  BoreM 
frigate,  npon  the  same  station. 

In  this  ship,  and  upon  this  station,  he  remained  uiiui  th# 

latter  end  of  1786,  when,  upon  his  return  to  England,  and 

the  ship  being  paid  off,  he  took  the  opportunity  to  visit  hii 

BAtive  eoQntry^  and  renew  his  acquaintance  with  hi^  faiuiif 
AodlHeoda.  ^  .      ^  ^ 
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Od  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  France,  in  1793,  he 
called  to  the  command  of  the  Prince,  rear-admiral 
Bowjer*8  flag-ship,  with  whom  he  served  in  this  ship,  and 
Afterwards  in  the  Barfleur,  until  the  engagement  of  the 
lat  of  June,  17U4.  In  this  action  he  distintruished  himself 
with  great  bravenr,  and  the  ship  which  he  commanded  had 
ita  full  share  in  the  glory  of  the  da  v. 

Rear-admiral  Bowyer,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his 
leg  in  this  day's  action,  no  longer  remaining  on  hoard  the 
IJartieur,  captain  CoUingwood  was  appointed  to  the  com. 
iiiand  of  the  Hector,  on  the  7th  of  August,  ITlH,  and 
aUcr wards  to  the  Excellent,  in  which  he  was  employed  in 
the  blockade  of  Toult>u  ;  and  in  this  sliip  he  had  the  honour 
to  acquire  fresh  laurels  in  the  brilliant  victory  otf  Cape  St, 
Vincent,  on  the  14lh  uf  February,  1797. 

So  weii  <ii'l  the  Hero  of  the  Nile  lnow  his  value,  that 
when  the  ship  which  captain  Collingwuod  commanded  wa«t 
feent  to  reinforce  his  squadron,  he  exclaimed,  "  See,  h»  re 
comes  the  Excdieoty  which  is  as  good  as  two  added  to  our 
number. *• 

He  continued  in  the  command  of  the  Excellent,  under  the 
flnLT  lord  St.  ViiicL'n^,  till  January,  17i>U,  when  his  ship 
was  paid  oti ;  and  on  tiie  14th  <»f  Y  ebruary,  in  the  same 
Tear,  on  the  pioiiKjtion  of  llaL:-o(lk  t  i  he  was  raised  to  tiic 
rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  w  hite  ;  and  on  the  12lh  of  May 
following,  hoisted  his  liag  on  board  the  1  riumph,  one  ol'lhe 
fhips  uodar  the  oommand  of  lord  Bridport,  on  the  channel 
station. 

In  1800,  he  shifted  his  flag  to  the  Barfleur  on  the  same 
station  ;  and  in  1801,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-ad« 
mirai  of  the  red,  in  which  ship,  and  upon  the  same  service, 
he  continued  to  the  end  of  the  war,  without  any  opportunity 
of  doing  more  than  effecttudlj  blockading  the  enemy*s  fleet 
in  their  own  port,  while  thej  wereproudly  vaunting  of  their 
preparationa  for  invadiDg  vs ;  a  serfioe  not  less  important 
to  the  hoooori  the  interest,  and  the  security  of  the  nation, 
tbao  those  more  brilliaut  aohtevements  which  dazzle  the 
pablioeje,  and  meet  the  popular  sentiment,  which  coanta  onlj 
upon  victoriesy  and  estimates  the  talents  and  services  of  our 
naval  heroes,  rather  by  theur  good  fortune  than  by  their 
merits ;  bj  the  number  of  their  priaes  than  by  their  judiciou 
amogements,  and  patient  enduranoe  of  toil  and  peril  in  the 
prerention  of  mischief,  and  the  execution  of  pUms  that  fur- 
nish no  opportunities  to  display  the  nore  shining  talents 
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and  Mr¥ie«B  wbidli  m  Am  labjocto  of  popular  ■Jamafwa 
and  applaoae. 

OqUm  oomtncnoeBflBt  oTbottilidav,  in  1808.  CoUiagwooi 
wat  agMo  eaUad  iato  semoa.  On  the  prooiodiNi  «f  ad> 
mirali  om  tlM  28d  of  Aprils  1804»  he  was  mada  viec^dwial 
of  tha  hlaot  and  raniaied  his  fbrmar  ftatioii  off  Breit.  Ffoa 
this  Btation  he  waa  called  in  May,  1805,  to  a  more  aodva 
aerriee,  having  been  detached  wiUi  a  fainforoamni  of  fthi^ 
to  the  blockadiDg  fleet  at  Ferrol  and  Cadiiw 

On  the  rKnrn  of  lordNelaoD  io  the  month  of  StpiBahg, 
he  renimed  the  eominaad,  and  viee-adnural  Culling  aeed 
was  his  Moond ;  andthecomniander-ui^chief  knew  heAonld 
be  well  seconded  in  snch  a  eharnoter.  We  hmwe  aeen  thut 
he  was  not  disappointed.  On  the  gloriona  ;|ret  fttal  div  of 
Trafalgar,  his  name  became  tnseparablj  nnited  wi^  Nci- 
son*$,  and  what  higher  praise  could  he  gain^  what  hi^ier 
eulo;^ium  deserve? 

On  the  cleath  of  Nelson,  the  command  of  his  conquering 
fleet,  and  the  completion  ot  the  victory,  devolveil  upon  GoS. 
in^^woud,  who,  as  he  had  «o  often  done  in  the  e%r\\  i  ,ir:  of 
his  life,  now,  for  the  last  time,  succteded  liim  in  it.  .xnlu- 
oiis  moment  aiKi  most  difficult  service.  He  had  .-uoce^iei 
bnu  a-  liriitenant ;  he  had  followe<l  him  in  the  ship  in  whkk 
he  promoted  lu  the  rank  oi  master  and  comm^der;  be 
had  hvvn  made  post  into  the  Hinchinbr  i  In?,  upon  bit 
friendV  removij  into  a  larpror  ship  ;  and  now,  at  last,  la 
clo^e  the  scene,  he  succcedid  liim  as  commander-in-chief 
The  concern  that  he  expr< upon  this  (X^casion,  is  no 
less  hoiK 'ur;iM'.'  to  the  leulin^^-  of  friendship,  than  his  whole 
conduct,  throughout  the  difficulties  that  devolved  upon  hiia, 
redounds  to  his  character  aa  a  seaiihim 

After  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  be  w  rai^i  1  ti»  the  rank 
of  admiral  of  the  red,  created  Itarnj)  (  " oiling wo<  d.  and  had 
a  grant  oi  .£2000  a-year  during  his  own  life  ;  £\ >  n-ye^r 
to  hi<i  Indv.  apfl  ^500  a-venr  to  each  of  his  daugiitcrii.  He 
died  on  the  7th  of  Mareli,  lJ:>lu,  on  board  hi*  dag-ship.  the 
Ville  de  Paris,  then  staticm  il  in  the  Mediterranean.  Hh 
body  was  deposited  in  its  tinal  restinir-pl^e,  under  thedsBM 
of  St.  Paul  s,  bj  the  side  of  that  oi  lord  Nekoo« 

KAKT.  OF  DUNDONAT.D.— Thomas CochrancEsrt 
of  Dnndonald,  a  peer  of  Scf^tland,  a\  as  the  eldest  son  o( 
Arclnh.ild,  ninth  vnvl  of  that  ancitMit  family,  and  his  waHike 
exploits  were  performed  under  the  tiUe  of  lord  €?ochiaB% 
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be  iMmog  raeoeeded  to  bU  preseiit  title  boI  »til  4i6  dMtli 
of  his  father  in  1831 .  With  this  esplMiatioa  we  shall  speak 
of  bim  by  his  first  and  best  koowii  title* 

We  seieet  lord  Ooebrsne*s  adTeotares  «s  m  striking  ex* 
ample  of  how  mach  yalonr  may  be  displayed  by  a  British 
aaiMyTt  e? en  although  never  holdiug  a  ohief  oommaikL  He 
stands  in  this  eiass^  nosnrpassed  among  man  j  of  the  highest 
faerit;  nor  ts  there  an^  reason  to  doobtt  that  had  an  oppor. 
tmitj  been  afforded  him  in  his  eoantry^s  senrwe»  he  would 
have  proved  distinguished  as  a  oommander-in-diief.  He 
may  yet  have  that  opportunity. 

Lord  Coohrane  was  bom  on  the  14th  of  December,  1776 ; 
and*  evincing  an  early  predileetton  for  the  naval  service,  he 
was  taken  under  theimmediate  protection  of  his  uncle,  admiral 
Sir  Alexander  Cochrane.  He  was  not  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  years  old  when  he  first  went  to  sea ;  but,  as  hisonde 
had  taken  care  to  procure  an  able  tutor  for  him,  he  was  for« 
tnnately  enabled  to  acquire  scbolasUo  knowledge*  at  the 
time  that  he  was  inuring  hims^  to  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fissaion.  At  this  period,  to  common  observers,  hb  resolvtion 
aad  activity,  while  a  youth,  appeared  temerity,  and  the  rela- 
tion of  many  of  his  achievements,  when  in  the  Bay  of  Btscaj, 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  home  station,  before  he  passed 
for  a  Usotenant,  u  ooid,  it  is  said,  be  regarded  as  a  tissue  of 
axaggerations.  His  more  recent  acti<ms,  however,  afford 
the  strongest  presumptive  proofs  of  the  undaunted  hardi- 
hood of  his  earlier  adventures. 

Notwithstanding  his  arduous  and  unremitting  exertions, 
his  youth  prevented  him  from  attaining  promotion  till  1790, 
when,  while  serving  in  lord  Keith*8  flag-ship,  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  he  was  intrusted  with  the  admiraPs  cutter,  and 
sent  to  relieve  the  Lady  Nelson,  in  the  Bay  of  Algeziras,  at 
the  time  that  that  ship  was  surrou  nded  and  attacked  by  F  rench 
privateers  and  Spanish  gun-boats.  On  this  occasion,  lord 
Cochrane  greatly  distinguished  himself.  He  chased  the 
privateers  under  the  cannon  of  the  harbour,  and  it  was  only 
m  con  sequence  of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  that  they  were 
enabled  to  effect  their  escape.    This  action  attracted  the 

Klcular  notice  and  admiration  of  lord  Keith,  who  made 
master  and  commander,  in  the  ftpeedy  sloop,  of  fourteen 
guns. 

In  this  vessel  lord  Cochrane  continoed  to  be  employed  in 
the  Mediterranean,  under  the  orders  of  lord  Keith,  till 
nearly  the  end  of  the  war.   His  exertions  in  annoying  the 
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tile  Spraosb  frigate,  £1  Guno,  off  BarodoM,  oo  the  M  of 
May,  m  whicii  the  diffBram  of  force  in  the  wwrtieMliBg 
ahipe  it  partieBlariy  deeemiig  of  notice.  The  Bpoianl 
■wwled  thtrty-iwo  eons ;  which  tweiitj-4wo  were  Iod^ 
twebe-pomden^  cipit  mnes*  and  two  heavy  carronedte  ; 
and  her  crew  emonnted  to  three  hondred  and  ninetefOfc 
whiht  the  Speedy  moonted  only  fonrtcen  foor-poandersyand 
had  only  My-fonr  men  on  hond.  The  frigate  wee  carried 
hy  hoarding.  The  ^reat  dtspantv  of  foree^**  aayi  lord 
Cochrane^  in  hie  officud  ktter,  ''rendered  it  neeeeeair  tm 
nrlopt  some  BMaanre  that  nught  prove  dcdeiTe.  I  reeomd 
to  board,  and,  with  lientenant  Parker,  the  Hon.  Mr  Coeh* 
raae,  the  boatswain  and  crew,  hoarded;  when,  bj  the 
impetnonty  of  the  attadSf  we  foioed  them  instantly  to  stfike 
thor  colonn.*' 

WfaOe  cmising  off  Bareekma,  the  Speedy  fdl  in  w^  the 
KanganKS  oqitatn  Pnlfiog,  and,  in  eonseipience  of  Infer- 
laation  wMi  they  obtained  from  a  priTateer,  it  wee  deter- 
mined to  go  in  pnnnit  of  a  Speniah  conroy,  cowwting  of 
twfhre  mil,  and  five  armed  ▼eieeis,  then  three  deye*  eaU  ahead. 
On  the  morning  of  the  9th  Jone^  they  got  sight  of  them 
at  anchcMV  nnder  the  hattenr  of  Oropeeo.   ^  Having  so  able 


to  lead  into  the  bav,  I  hesitated  not  a  moment  to  make  the 
attach ;  .v  e  approached  within  half  gnn-ahot  of  the  enemy>  hy 
noon,  with  both  hup,  and  came  to  an  anchor, thootth  opposed 
by  the  battery,  which  is  a  large  sonare  tower*  and  appeared 

to  haTO  twelve  gtin?;,  a  xebec^  or  twentv  guns,  and  three 
gnn-boatSy  all  of  which  kept  np  a  brisk  fire  notil  two  o*cioci[» 
when  it  considerably  decreased,  hnt  again  recommeaee^ 
eneoonged  by  a  fdacca,  of  twelve  (runs,  and  two  gan-hentBp 
tliat  came  to  their  assistance:  by  half-past  three,  the  nahec 
and  one  of  the  gan>boate  ffunk,  and  shortly  after  anothir 
gon-boai  shared  the  same  fate.     The  tower,  with  the 
remaining  gon-boat,  assisted  by  the  three  in  the  offing, 
continued  to  annoy  us  on  both  sides  till  about  half-past  aiz» 
when  the  fire  of  the  wltole  sladcened,  and  on  the  Kangaroo 
cutting  her  cables,  and  running  nearer  to  the  tower,  the 
jran-boats  in  the  oAng  fied,  and  by  seven,  the  tower  was 
silenced.    We  were  annoyed  by  a  heary  fire  of  musketry  in 
didTerent  direotioos  till  midnight,  dnring  which  time  the 
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boftts  of  both  brigs  wtro  employed  in  cutting  out  the  Tosteb 
that  wm  found  imoal  |  thej  tacoeeded  in  bnogiDg  out  three 
bngs  Inden  with  winot  ricot  and  bread.** 
^  From  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  till  the  comple- 
tion of  the  eenrice^  at  least  twelve  hours  of  incessant  and 
laborions  exertion  had  elapsed.  cannot^*'  s^ys  captain 
Pulling,  ''eipress  myself  soffieiently  grateful  to  lord  Oooh- 
raoe  for  his  assistance  during  this  lon^  oontest,  as  well  as 
on  the  day  befbrei  when  we  found  it  necessary,  for  the 
honour  of  hb  Britannic  majesty's  arms,  to  blow  up  the 
tower  of  Almanara,  mounting  two  brass  four^pounders, 
which  would  not  surrender  though  repeatedly  summoned.** 

A  few  days  after  tbe  achievement  of  these  gallant  ezploitSf 
the  Speedv  had  the  ill  lock  to  fall  in  with  Uie  French  squa- 
dron, under  the  command  of  Linois,  by  which  she  was 
chased  and  captured;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  engage- 
ment  which  took  place  in  'Algeziras  Ba>',  between  Sir  James 
Sanmares  and  Linois,  on  the  6th  of  July,  lord  Oochrane*8 
captivity  of  very  short  duration.  On  tbe  day  succeed- 
ing the  battle,  Bir  James  Saumares  sent  to  endeavour  to 
effect  an  exchanpre  of  captain  Ferris  and  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  After 
some  little  delay,  the  object  of  the  English  admiral  was  so 
far  attained,  thiit  obtain  Ferris,  with  all  his  officers  and 
wounded  men,  were  sent  away  on  their  parole ;  and,  by  the 
wme  opportunity,  lord  Cochrane,  with  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Speedy,  also  succeeded  in  obtaining  their  liberty. 

During  the  time  that  lord  Cochrane  bad  commanded  the 
Speedy^a  period  not  much  exceeding  ten  months-^he  had 
taJien  tbe  extraordinary  number  of  thirty-three  vessels, 
mounting  in  tbe  i^^egate,  one  hundred  and  twenty*eight 
guns,  and  containing  five  hundred  and  thirty  persons. 

As  a  reward  for  these  services,  his  lordship  was,  on  the 
8th  of  August,  1801,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post-captain. 
In  La  Kabon  frigate. 

In  tbe  month  of  October,  1803,  soon  after  the  recom- 
mcncement  of  ho!>tilities,  lord  Cochrane  was  appointed 
to  the  Arab;  and,  in  the  following  year,  to  the  Pallas  frigate, 
of  thirty-two  guns.  In  the  latter  ship  he  proceeded  to  the 
Newfoundland  station,  but  remained  there  onlv  a  sliort  time. 
Early  in  1805,  he  was  sent  out  with  (]e^|  atches  to  his  uncle, 
f^ir  Alexander  Cochrane,  who  was  at  that  time  employed  in 
the  blockade  of  Ferrol.  This  was  shortly  after  the  rupture 
With  Spain  took  ^lace,  and  as  lord  Cochrane  was  employed 
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mtkm  a  ooondflnUe  iwiwKcr  of  |iriMi.  AiiMingwi  others 
the  CKptme  of  11  Forteam,  a  Spuish  galleoBk  affocdfed  m 
ficfa  fooompeMO  to  hia  valoar.  n  Fortiiiio».booiid  iwom 
Bio  do  la  Plata  to  Comaap  woi  ladon  wiUi  ipccio»  to 
the  aiDoast,  as  was  reportod,  of  one  hmidred  mmd  fifty 
tlw^aiid  poondsy  bMidti  a  oooadonble  quaniitj  of  omt* 
chaodiaet  of  aeorfy  ao  equal  value.  Tb»  eaptm^  hov* 
erer,  is  chiefly  Memorable  for  a  noble  act  of  generocity 
diapliqred  i^n  the  occasion  bj  lord  CochfrnDe*  lui  oAoars 
aad  ctow.  The  Bpaoish  captain  and  8aperoai)go  itiaod, 
that  they  had  been  engaged,  for  nearly  tweotr  Ymn»  m 
eownereial  parsoita  in  we  Darning  clime  of  Soath  America, 
that  they  were  retomisgp  to  their  faniilieSy  in  Old  Spain, 
tlMre  to  spend  the  evcntqg  of  their  days,  on  the  hard^ 
earned  fraita  of  their  iadastry;  that  the  whc^  of  their  pfo- 
pertyy  amoaatiBgy  in  sx>ods  and  specie,  to  about  thirtj 
thousand  d<dlar8  each^  had  been  embarki  1  in  II  Fofftana; 
aady  by  the  oapture  of  that  ship,  they  foond  than  rives 
reduced  to  a  state  of  indigence  and  beggary.  It  was  adde^ 
too,  that  this  was  the  seeond  time  thai  the  captain  had  raa» 
taioed  such  a  misfortune;  as,  in  the  year  1770,  he  had  beoi 
•tripped  of  his  all  by  a  British  cruiaeTy  and  forcrd  to  bc|pa 
the  world  anew!  A  tale  of  distreie  seldom  fails  of  pro. 
ducing  a  due  effect  upon  the  heart  of  an  English  sailor: 
and  in  the  present  instance,  our  national  spirit  of  liheralttty 
exerted  its  influence  in  favour  of  these  unfortunate  ne^  la 
an  almost  unprecedented  extent.  The  resuU  of  thetrappsal 
was,  that  thev  each  received  5000  dollars  in  i^pecse  from 
their  captors;  a  boon  whtoh  ealled  forth  the  aaoet  gratelal 

fijt'li -u^ . 

Eariy  in  April,  180t>,  the  Pallas  was  employed  xo  the 
execution  of  a  very  hazardous  entarprise,  in  tlie  Oaronne; 
a  river  very  difficult  in  its  navit^ation.  From  lord  Coch- 
rane's  otficial  de^pr^^eh,  upon  this  occasion,  we  learn  Kh%t 
ill  conseqin  Ml  e  ot  intbrniation  which  had  been  received 
ro-ipecting"  the  situation  of  sonip  corvette^,  l^i^l^  in  the 
<iaronne,  the  Pallas  pruceeiled  up  the  rivr: .  f  anchored 
close  to  the  Cordovan  shoal,  a  little  atier  dark.  About 
tliree  o\-hiek  on  the  followfna;'  mori}iiiLr,  the  hoats  of  the 
Pallas  ha<i  succei'  l  1  in  hoanlini^  and  cutting  out  the  Tapa- 
geuse  corvet te,  of  fi .n;  f von  lonir  tu  olvp  pounders,  and  nint-tv- 
five  men,  nr)twithstainlinir  she  iav  ^\^^  ^^ty  nnles  above  the 

£hoaU,  uiider  the  protection  at*  two  hearj  hattehea.  At 
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dayliirht,  however,  when  the  TapMirouse  niridc  ^ai].  a  l:* neral 
alarm  wa?  driven,  and  she  wa^  jMll.rwed  by  a  bU>o\)  ot  war. 
An  iiction  consequently  cornnieneed,  and  continued,  often 
u  ithin  hoU,  till  by  the  same  hravery  \>y  whicli  the  U  ajm- 
geuse  was  carried,  the  sloop  of  war,  which  had  been  Ik  fore 
.saveil  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current  alone,  after  al>uut  an 
hour's  tiring,  was  compelled  to  sheer  off',  having  suffered  as 
much  in  the  hull  as  the  Tapageuj-e  in  the  rigging. 

But  this  was  not  the  conclusion  of  the  service.  On  tlie 
same  murning,  while  at  anchor,  vvaiiii)_r  fur  the  return  of 
the  boats,  the  Pallas  descried  three  shi|i>  hearing  down  to- 
wards her.  The  anchor  was  iu&taniiy  weighed;  and, 
with  the  remainder  of  her  officers  and  crew,  ?he  chased, 
drove  on  shore,  and  cotn[>let*»ly  wrecke<l  ilani.  One  uiount- 
etl  twenty-four  guus,  auother  twenty-two,  and  the  third 
eighteen. 

A  successful  attempt  was  also  made  by  his  lordship  upon 
the  battery  at  l*oint  L'Eqnilon,  which  was  canieii  i-y  a 
coup-de-main^  and  laid  in  i  tiin-,  tlic  j^wm  spiked,  the  car- 
riages burned,  tlie  barrack  auJ  maga/iiic  blown  up,  and  all 
the  shells  thrown  into  the  sea.  The  signal  post  of  L'Equi- 
lon,  together  with  the  house,  shared  the  fate  of  the  gun- 
carriages  ;  but  the  cuinoy,  which  would  have  been  a  grati- 
fying capture,  got  into  a  river  beyond  the  reach  of  the  brava 
assailants. 

Between  the  ISth  of  December,  1806,  and  the  7th  of 
January,  1807,  his  lordship  took  and  destroyed  fifteen 
abips  of  the  enemy.  About  the  time  last  mentioned,  tbe 
boats  of  the  Imperieuse,  under  the  direction  of  lieutenant 
Mapleton,  made  a  lucceMfal  attack  upon  Fort  Koquette, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Basin  of  AreawoD.  This  fort,  whieh 
had  been  intended  fbr  the  defence  of  the  bann,  and  of  such 
Tesseb  as  might  be  Ijin^  in  it,  was  completely  laid  in  rains ; 
a  large  quantitr  of  nmitary  stores  was  destroyed;  fonr 
thb^-aizopounders,  two  Md-pieoes,  and  a  tbirteen-inch 
snortar  were  spiked,  and  all  the  platoons  and  earriages 
burned.  This  enterprise  was  aoeomplisbed  withont  any  loss 
Oil  the  part  of  the  assailants. 

Lord  Oodiraoe  next  appears  off  the  ooast  of  Languedoc, 
wbera,  in  September  1808,  he  blew  np  the  newly  constrooted 

semaphorio"  telegraphs  at  Bourdlque,  La  Pineda,  St. 
Magnire^  Frontignan,  Canet,  and  Foy;  together  with 
the  hoQSSS  attacheo,  fourteen  barraoks  of  the  gens-d*armes, 
*  battery,  and  tbe  ttroii;^^  tower  upon  the  lake  of  Fron. 
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titrnan.  The  tcletrraphs  Ltre  mentioned  wcfre  coD^ider* 
ed  &6  of  iLe  ut:;.  .^  importance  to  the  safety  of  tbo  con- 
TOTS  accustomed  to  {jai-s  alont;  liit-  coast  of  1  r^nce :  hy 
their  signals,  they  constantly  apprised  tLtia  of  the  aj'pr».»ach 
of  any  English  cruiser  that  might  appear.  Alluding-  to  this 
serrioe,  the  ooiniDander-iD-chief,  in  hk  official  lettt-r  says;— 
**  K  othing  can  exceed  the  actirity  and  zeal  with  which  hi  -  lord- 
ship pursues  the  enemy.  The  success  which  attends  hi  s  enter- 
prises clearl?  indicates  with  what  skill  and  ahility  ihej  are 
conducted;  besidea  keeping  the  coast  in  constant  alarm, 
causing  a  total  aogpensioo  of  trade,  and  harassing  a  body 
of  troops  employed  in  opposing  him,  he  has  probably  pre^ 
Tented  tbaee  troops  wbidi  were  iatCBded  for  Figueras  frofli 
adrancing  into  Spain,  by  girii^  tbem  employment  in  the 
defeoee  m  tbeir  own  coasts.**  It  appears,  indeed,  from  lord 
Cocliraiie*s  statemciit,  that  the  eomparativd j  ins^nifieaat 
fima  whkh  be  landed  upon  this  oecariop>  dnm  abont  faro 
tlMuaad  troops  from  tlie  fortress  of  F%iisras  to  tbedsteca 
of  the  Freoch  coast. 

Towards  the  dose  of  the  year  1808,  the  Inperieasei  irilfc 
other  ships,  was  employed  in  the  Bay  of  Bosas^  to  saiit  tha 
Spawardb  in  defending  the  fortress  of  that  plaee;  aad  lord 
Codvaoe,  with  hb  accustomed  alaeritj  and  qarit,  landed 
and  took  opon  himsdf  the  defence  of  Tnm^  <^stle,  en 
work  «r  the  garrison,  on  which  its  preserration  depended. 
The  gailsntrT  of  his  lordship,  in  this  instance,  did  w 
fiul  to  csU  fortli  appropriate  fffaise.  The  hceoic  spirit 
and  abHity,*"  says  his  commander-in-chief,  ^  wliicli  naro 
been  orinced  by  lord  Cochrane,  in  defendfiqg  this  ceitie, 
although  so  diattered  in  its  works,  against  the  repeated 
altadks  of  the  enemy,  b  an  admirable  instsnce  of  his  lord- 
ship*s  asal."*  One  of  the  Spanish  gazettes,  too,  after  BOtiei> 
log  in  the  handsomest  terms,  his  preceding  serviess,  eon* 
dnded  by  saying—^  It  is  a  soffioent  eakghim  wnms  his 
diaraeler  to  mentloo,  that  in  the  defence  of  uie  castle  when 
the  Spanish  flag,  hoisted  on  the  wall,  USl  into  the  dit^ 
imder  a  most  dreadlnl  fire  from  the  enemy,  his  lordshm  was 
the  only  person,  who,  regardless  of  the  shower  of  balte  6t. 
log  abont  him,  descended  into  the  ditch,  retOmed  with  t&e 
flag,  and  happily  socceeded  in  placing  it  where  It  was 
before.** 

We  hare  alrsedy  alluded  to  the  able  part  be  took  nnder 
the  command  of  admiral  Ctombier,  and  for  his  sen- ices  on 
this  oceasioi^  he  was  nuMle  a  kn^t  of  the  Bath.  This 
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unfortunatelv  Ic-l  to  consequences  "n  hich  could  hardly  have 
been  anticipated,  but  which  were  the  means  ot'  depriving 
the  country  of  lord  Cochrane's  future  services. 

He  had,  by  this  time,  turned  his  attention  to  politics, 
and  was  returned  to  parliament,  first  for  Honiton,  and 
afterwards  for  Westminster.  In  his  senatorial  capacity 
he  waa  liostile  to  the  then  administration,  and  upon 
notice  being  given  of  a  motion  of  thanks  to  lord  Qam- 
bier»  tlunlcin^  perhaps  that  he  himself  had  better  de^ 
served  thero,  he  intimated  his  determioation  to  oppose  the 
Tote.  This»  iirom  the  eeoond  in  eommandy  who  distin- 
gnished  himself  so  mnch  in  the  eotion»  neosssaril^  led 
to  a  ooarUmartial;  and  by  it  lord  CUmbier  was  aoqmtted. 
Lord  Cochrane,  however,  by  this  and  hb  snbsec^Qent  onpo« 
sition  to  the  ministry,  was  prevented  from  raceiviiig  irom 
them  any  public  apf)ointment. 

Tins  state  of  aflTairs  was  anything  bnt  amended  by  the 
stock.jobbing  transaction  of  1814.  A  most  imfrndent 
htmx  was  practised  upon  the  public  early  io  this  year,  by  a 
Iklse  report  carefully  and  widely  spread,  that  Napoleon  had 
fallen,  by  which  means  the  prices  of  the  English  Ikinds  sad-» 
denW  rose,  giving  those  who  had  bought  in  cfaeap»  an  oppor- 
tnniW  of  selling  out  dear.  Lord  Cochrane  and  several  of 
his  nriends  availed  themnlves  of  thb  opportnnitv  to  sell 
out  to  a  lar|;e  amonnt,  and  the  evidence  sgainst  them  was 
snch  that  a  jury  found  them  guilty  of  firand.  Cochrane  was 
sentenced  to  a  heavy  fine,  to  a  year's  imprisonment,  and  to 
stand  in  the  pillory.  He  was  deprived  of  his  title  of  the 
Bath,  of  his  rank  fo  the  navy,  ana  expelled  fVoro  the  house 
of  commons.  The  pillory  was  remitted;  the  electors  of 
Westminster  retumea  him  again  as  their  representative;  he 
broke  out  of  prison  and  appeared  in  the  house.  This  was 
more  like  a  sailor*s  frolic,  than  that  of  an  aspirant  to  com« 
mand  a  fleet,  and  lord  Cochrane*s  preferment  was  conse- 
quently at  an  end. 

It  must  not  be  left  unsaid,  that  lord  Cochrane*s  ^riends> 
and  many  others,  believe  him  to  have  been  a  victim  to  the 
cupidity  or  malice  of  others. — So  mnch  for  this  subject,  so 
painful  in  connection  with  such  a  name. 

We  need  not  wonder  that  we  next  find  lord  Cochrane  in 
foreign  service. 

In  the  year  1818,  he  accepted  the  command  of  the  fleet  of 
the  nascent  state  of  Cliili,  then  contending  for  its  national 
independence.   Hera  his  flag  was  ever  tnnmphanti  and  he 
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mtkmiStj  oontribuled  «o  the  moom  of  ilm  CMiM»pvtiM- 
krlT  hj  lbs  tildaff  of  YaUiTia,  the  last  strong  hold  loft 
to  the  Spaoismb.  His  ovtdog  out  of  the  BsncnMa  frig«ti«i» 
frecD  radsr  the  gvns  of  the  oaslle  of  CsUao,  was  wm  exploit 
vnanrpassed  bj  an j  of  his  formsr  deeds  of  dariag.  We 
transoribe  a  iMrt  acooont  of  this  adiie?eiiient»  from  tmnkmm 
Basil  HaU 

^  While  the  Itberathig  army,  under  Gcoenl  San  UartiB, 
were  reiBoviog  to  Anooo,  lord  Codirane  with  part  of  hsa 
squadron  anchored  in  the  Ottter  roads  of  Callao»  the  sea  pott 
oi*'  Lima.  The  inner  harbour  was  guarded  bj  an  eartcnaiTO 
system  of  batteries,  admirably  constracted,  and  bearnij?  tlia 
general  name  of  the  castle  of  Callao.  The  meccfaaat-shipa» 
as  well  as  the  men^f-war,  consisting  at  that  tioM  of  th* 
Esmeralda,  a  large  40«gnn  frigate,  and  two  4oo|is  of  war, 
were  moored  under  thegnns  of  thecastle  within  a  semicircle 
of  fourteen  gon-boats,  and  a  boom  made  of  qpars  oKainad 
together.  Lord  Cochrane  hanng  previomly  reeonnoitred 
these  formidable  defences  in  person,  vndertooft,  on  thefilhof 
November,  1820,  the  desperate  enterprise  of  cutting cwt  tho 
Spanish  fi%ste,  although  she  was  known  to  be  felly  prsBarsd 
for  an  attack.  Uis  lordship  proceeded  in  fourteen  boats^ 
containing  240  men,  all  volunteers  from  the  different  shipo 
of  the  sooadron,  in  two  divisions;  one  under  the  immediate 
orders  or  captain  Crosby,  the  other  under  captain  Gwe^ 
both  officers  commanding  ships  of  the  Chilian  sqnadroo. 

At  midnight,  the  boats  having  forced  their  way  aerssa 
boom,  lord  Cochrane,  who  was  leading,  rowed  along«eido 
the  first  eun-boat,  and  taking  the  officer  by  surprise,  pro-, 
posed  to  him,  with  a  pistol  at  his  head,  the  alternatiTe  of 
**  Silence,  or  death  T*— -no  reply  was  made— the  boa^  push* 
ed  on  unobserved — and  lord  Cochrane,  mounting  tba 
Esmeralda's  side,  was  the  first  to  give  the  alarm.  The  sen* 
tiuel  on  the  gangway  levelled  his  piece  and  fired  ;  bat  was 
instantly  cut  down  by  the  coxswain,  and  his  lordship,  though 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  at  the  same  moment  stepped  on  Uie 
deck.  The  frigate  being  boarded  with  no  les«^  prallantry  on 
the  opposite  side,  by  captain  Guise,  who  met  lord  Cochrane 
mid- way  on  the  quarter-deck ;  and  also  by  captain  Crosby ; 
the  after-part  of  tho  ship  was  soon  carried,  sword  in  hand. 
The  Spaniards  rallied  on  the  forecast lo,  where  they  rna<}e 
a  desperate  resistnncp,  till  overpr)wered  by  a  fresh  party 
of  seamf»n  and  marines,  hea«1e<i  bv  Ir^rd   Cochrane.  A 

t  stand       again  made  for  some  time  on  the  maiA» 
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ied[;  but  Ware  one  o*elook  the  bUr  WIS  ceptiiredy  her 
cables  eat.  Mid  she  was  tteered  triumpbsDtly  out  of  thehar* 
hour,  under  the  fire  of  the  whole  north  face  of  the  castle. 

The  Hyperion,  an  English,  and  the  Macedonian,  an  Ameri* 
can  friffate,  which  were  at  anchor  dose  to  the  scene  of  action, 
got  unoer  weigh  when  the  attack  commenced ;  and  in  order 
to  prerent  their  bein^  mistaken  bj  the  batteries  for  the 
Bemeralda  showed  distinguished  signals ;  but  lord  Cochrane, 
who  had  foreseen  and  provided  even  for  this  minute  circum- 
stance^ hoisted  the  same  lights  as  the  American  and  English 
frigates ;  and  thns  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  batteries  to 
discriminale  between  the  three  ships ;  the  Esmeralda,  in  con» 
sequence,  was  very  little  injured  by  the  shot  from  thebatler- 
ies.  The  Spaniards  bad  upwards  of  120  men  killed  and 
woun  ler!,  the  Chilians  eleven  killed,  and  thirty  wounded. 

This  loss  was  a  death-blow  to  the  Spanish  naval  force 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world;  for,  although  there  were  still 
two  Spanish  frigates  and  some  smaller  vcesds  in  the  Pacific, 
they  never  afterwards  ventured  to  show  themselves,  but  left 
lord  Cochrane  undisputed  master  of  the  coast/* 

I^ord  Cochraoe^s  latest  employment  was  in  the  service  of 
the  Brasils,  the  emperor  of  which,  Don  Pedro,  created  him 
Marquis  of  Maienham  in  1523. 

He  has  not  mnce  been  conspicuous  in  public  life.  He  was 
restored  to  his  rank  in  the  navy  in  1830,  on  the  accession  of 
the  Whigs  to  power,  under  William  IV.,  from  a  feeling 
probably  that  party  spirit  had  at  least  increased  the  severitj 
of  his  punishment. 

It  would  require  many  volumes  to  give  an  account  of  our 
naval  heroes,  contemporary  with  thn^p  we  have  mentioned. 
It  h  necessary,  however,  to  mention  the  following  persons, 
the  more  prominpnt  of  whose  e&ploits  are  mentioned  in 
connection  with  the  history : — 

Sir  Thomas  Louis,  one  of  Nelson's  trn  at  r  aptains,  was 
born  at  Exeter  in  IToO,  and  went  to  s<  ;i  at  the  -.I'^c  of  twelve, 
lie  was  created  a  baronet  in  J1806| aud  died|  oil  Alexandria, 
in  1807. 

Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  entered  as  a  midshipman  in 
1773;  was  engaged  in  most  of  the  ^reat  actions  of  his  time, 
and  was  a  great  favourite  and  a«iijnr<T  of  loid  Nelson. 
He  was  made  a  baronet  in  I799>and  sliurtly  afterwards  one 
of  the  iord»  of  the  admiraltj,    Earljf  iu  iHOQ,  being  tiieu 
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rnr-adnunl  of  the  wluf  ha  wis  appointed  to  the  eoBUDsiid 
at  the  Oi^,  and  sailed  for  that  station  in  the  Bleohebn 
The  sh^  was  oTertaken  by  ahnrrieaoe  and  was  never  alUr* 
wards  heard  of. 

Alan,  lord  €kurdner,  was  horn  at  Uttozeter,  StaANdshire, 
in  1742;  went  Terr  early  to  sea,  and  rose  to  high  commuid 
and  reputation.  He  fousht  with  Howe  on  the  ^loriooa  1st 
of  Jane;  was  made  an  Insh  peer  in  1800;  a  British  peeria 
1806 ;  and  died  in  1809. 

The  name  of  Hood  occurs  often  in  our  pages,  and 
always  with  praine.  Samuid  Hood,  lord  viscount  Hood  in 
1796f  was  the  sod  of  the  rector  of  Thomcombe,  Devonsfairs^ 
bom  in  1724,  and  closed  a  long  life  spent  in  honour,  as 

S»vemor  of  €hreenwich,  in  1816.  Alexander  Hood,  lord  . 
ridport,  ajounger  brother  of  the  preceding,  an  equally  guU 
tant  sailor,  was  in  the  hattle  of  the  1st  of  June^  was  created 
a  peer  in  1796f  and  died  in  1814.  Commodore  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  was  a  nephew  of  the  preceding.  He  served  first 
under  lord  Hood,  and  commanded  tne  Zealous,  at  the 
battle  of  the  Nile.  Captain  Alexander  Hood,  who  fell  gal- 
lantly in  battle  in  1794,  was  also  of  the  same  family. 

George  Keith  Elplunstone,  son  of  the  Scottisli  lord  £!» 
phinstone,  distinguished  himself  highly  during  the  war,  and 
at  ibe  peace  of  1814,  was  created  viscount  Keith,  having 
previouslj  in  1803  been  created  abaron.   He  died  in  1829. 
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LORD  EXMOUTII.— Edward  Pellew,  was  born  in 
1757,  and  was  the  son  of  a  commander  of  a  government 
packet  at  Dover.  In  his  early  life  he  had  to  struggle  with 
many  difficulties,  which  his  perseverance  and  abilities  enabled 
him  to  overcome.  He  went  to  sea  at  the  age  of  thirteen, 
and  passed  through  the  subordinate  stations  with  great  diffi- 
culty. At  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  1793,  we  tind  him 
in  command  of  La  Nymphe,  of  thirty-six  guns,  when  he  all 
at  once  started  into  celebrity,  by  his  capturing  La  Cleopa- 
tra, a  French  frigate,  this  being  the  first  engagement  of  the 
war.  He  was  knighted  on  the  occasion.  Brave  as  Sir 
£dward  Pellew  was  in  battle,  his  courage  was  still  more 
conspicuous  in  actions  of  humanity.  Twice  did  he  leap 
overboard  and  save  from  drowning  two  of  his  sailors;  and 
his  daring  in  swimming  to  the  wreck  of  the  Dutton  East 
Indiaman,  off  Plymouth,  with  a  rope,  to  establish  a  commu- 
nieatioD  with  the  shore,  has  never  been  surpassed.  He  waa 
accompanied  by  a  midshipman,  named  Easell,  and  they  were 
the  means  of  saving  the  whole  crew.  For  this  manlj  ex« 
ploit  he  was  made  a  haronet. 

la  1707f  he  gave  mi  eminent  proof  of  his  seamanship  as  well 
as  bravery.  Cruising  in  the  Indefatigable,  in  consort  with 
the  Amaiooy  tfaej  fell  in  with  a  Frencdi  ship  Les  Droito  dee 
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committed  «t  Bona;  thit  fleet  on  its  arriTal  in  England 
wwneoflssirOj  i&bnnded^  and*aiiotlier  with  proportionate 
roaonroos  created  and  equipped;  and  althoogo  imoeded  in 
Hs  progreaa  by  oalou  and  aoveree  windsy  has  ponied  out  the 
▼eiigoance  of  an  insnited  nation  in  chastising  the  eradties  of 
a  feswioos  government^  with  a  promptitnde  bejond  exam* 
ple^  and  highly  hononrable  to  tiie  naaonal  character,  eager 
to  resent  oppression  or  crodty,  wiieneyer  practised  upon 
those  under  their  protection. 

From  the  continuance  of  adverse  winds  and  calms,  the 
land  to  the  westward  of  Algiers  was  not  made  before  the 
26th,  and  the  next  morning  at  day-break  the  fleet  was  ad- 
Tanced  in  sight  of  the  city,  though  not  so  near  as  I  had 
intended.  As  the  ships  were  becalmed,  I  embraced  this 
opportunity  of  despatching  a  buat  under  cover  of  the  Severn, 
with  a  daj^  of  truce,  and  the  demands  1  had  to  make,  in  the 
name  of  his  lloyal  Highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  on  the 
Dey  of  Algiers,  directing  the  officer  to  wait  two  or  three 
hoars  for  the  Dey's  answer,  at  which  time,  if  no  reply  was 
sent,  he  was  to  return  to  the  flag -ship. 

The  fleet  at  this  time,  by  the  springini^  up  of  the  sea- 
breeze,  had  reached  the  bay,  and  were  proparinfr  the  boats 
and  flotilla  ior  service  until  near  two  o'clock;  u  hi  n,  observ- 
ing" my  officer  was  returning  with  the  signal  flvirig,  that  no 
answi  r  had  been  received  upwards  of  three  hours,  1  iustantlv 
made  the  signal  to  know  if  the  .ships  wore  all  ready,  whirli 
bein^  an ^ w  i  red  in  the  affirmative,  ih"  (^>ueen  Charlotte  burr 
up,  fullu'ss  I'll  by  the  ilcet,  fVir  their  appointed  stations;  the 
6ag-ship,  lc':Ld!nii' in  the  pi  est-rihiMl  ord'T,  was  anchored  in  the 
entrance  of  the  mole,  at  about  titty  yards  distance.  At  this 
moment  not  a  gun  had  been  flred,  and  I  began  to  suspect  a 
full  coin{)liance  with  the  terms  which  had  been  so  many 
hours  in  their  iiands;  at  tliis  period  of  profound  ^^!ence,  a 
shot  wns  fired  at  us  trom  the  mole,  and  two  at  the  ??hips  to 
the  northward  then  following;  this  was  promptly  returned 
!)y  the  Queen  Charlotte,  who  was  then  lashing  to  thomain- 
mast  of  a  brig,  fast  to  the  shore  in  tlie  mouth  of  the  mole, 
and  which  we  had  steered  for,  as  tlie  guide  to  our  position. 

Thus  commenced  a  fire  as  animated  and  well  supported  , 
I  believe,  was  ever  witnessed,  from  a  quarter  before  three 
until  mne,  without  intermission^  and  which  did  not  cease 
altogether  until  half-past  eleven. 

The  ships  immediately  following  me  were  admirably  and 
oooUy  taking  their  atataonay  withaprooinon  even  bejond  ray 
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moit  nogoioe  hope*  and  nerer  did  the  British  flag  miva^ 
on  an  J  occMODy  more  seaioot  and  honounbla  aofpoKt, 
To  look  further  on  the  line  than  immediately  romid  me  wm 
perfectly  impossihle^  but  so  well  grounded  was  my  eonfidenoa 
in  the  gallant  officers  I  had  the  honour  to  eonnonod,  that 
my  mind  was  left  perfectly  free  to  atteod  to  other  objects, 
and  I  knew  them  in  their  stations  only  by  the  destructivo 
efliMt  of  their  fire  upon  the  walla  and  battenes  to  wiiieh  they 
were  opposed. 

I  had  about  this  time  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  Vice- 
admiral  Van  CapeUan*s  flag  in  the  station  I  had  as3igned  to 
him,  and  soon  afleri  at  intervals,  the  remainder  of  his  fri- 
gates keeping  up  a  well  supported  fire  on  the  flanking  bat* 
tcries  he  had  offered  to  coTer  ns  from,  as  it  bad  not  been  in 
my  power,  for  want  of  room,  to  bring  him  in  tbe  frovl  oi 
the  mole. 

Abottt  atin-aet  I  reooTed  a  message  from  rear.aitmifai 
Milne,  conveying  to  me  the  severe  loss  the  Itpprei^ahle  was 
Sttsfeaining,  having  then  one  hundred  and  fitly  kiil^  and 
woonded,  and  requesting  I  would,  if  possible,  send  him  a 
frigate  to  divert  some  ot  the  fire  he  was  under.  The  Glas- 
gow, near  me,  immediately  weighed,  bat  the  wind  had  hem 
driven  away  by  the  cannonade,  and  she  was  obliged  to  anchor 
again,  having  obtained  rather  a  better  position  than  before. 
1  had,  at  this  time,  sent  orders  to  the  explosion  vessel,  under 
the  charge  of  lieutenant  Fleming  and  Mr  Parker,  by  cap- 
tain Reade,  of  the  engineers,  to  bring  her  into  the  mole; 
but  the  rear-admiral  having  thought  she  would  do  him 
essential  service  if  exploded  under  the  battery  in  his  front, 
T  sent  orders  to  this  vessel  to  that  effect,  which  were  exe- 
ofitod.  1  desired  also  the  rear-admiral  might  be  informed, 
that  many  of  the  ships  being  now  in  flames,  and  certain  of 
the  destruction  of  the  whole,  I  considered  I  had  executed 
the  most  important  part  of  my  instructions,  and  should 
make  every  preparation  for  withdrawing  the  ships,  and 
desired  he  would  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  with  hia  division. 

There  were  awful  moments  durinir  the  conflict  which  1 
cannot  now  attiiupt  to  describe,  occasioned  by  Hririr  the 
>iiips  HO  near  us,  aihi  1  had  long  r^isted  the  ei^rer  ci. treaties 
of  several  around  mr,  to  make  the  attempt  u\Hjn  the  out^* 
frigate  distant  about  one  hundred  yards,  which  at  Ungth  1 
gave  into,  and  major  (Jossett,  by  my  siile,  who  had  been 
eager  to  land  his  corps  of  miners,  pressed  me  most  anTToij<ly 
for  permission  to  accompany  lieutenant  Eicharda  in  thb 
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thip*8  barge.  The  frigate  waa  iotUotlj  boarded,  and  in  ten 
minutes  in  a  perfect  blaze ;  a  gallant  jonog  midshipman,  in 
rocket  boat  No.  8,  altbongh  forbidden,  was  led  by  lus  ardient 

Spirity  to  foUow  in  support  of  the  barge,  in  which  he  wae 
esperatelj  woanded,  bis  brother  offioer  killed,  and  nine  of 
hia  orew .  The  barge^  by  rowing  more  rapidlj^  had  suffered 
less,  and  lost  but  two. 

The  encniy*8  batteries  around  mj  division  were  silenced 
about  ten  o'clock,  and  in  a  state  of  perfect  min  and  dilapida- 
tion, and  the  fire  of  the  ships  was  reserved  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, to  save  powder,  and  reply  to  a  few  guns  now  and  then 
bearing  upon  us,  although  a  ton  on  the  upper  anele  of  the 
city,  on  which  our  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  Bear,  con- 
tinued to  annoy  the  ships  by  shot  and  shells  during  the  whole 
time.  Providence  at  this  interval  gave  to  my  finxious 
wishes  the  usual  land  wind,  common  in  this  hay,  and  my  ex- 
pectations were  completed.  We  were  all  hands  (  inploved 
warping  and  towing  oti,  and  hy  the  help  of  the  li^ht  air,  the 
whole  were  under  sail,  and  came  ti)  anelmr  out  of  reach  of 
shells,  about  two  in  the  morning,  after  twelve  hour**  incess- 
ant labour.  The  flotilla  of  mnrtnr.  gun,  and  rocket  boat", 
under  the  direction  of  their  resj  letive  artillery  officers, 
shared,  to  t)ie  lull  extent  ot  their  power,  in  the  honours  of 
this  day,  and  performed  i^ood  service.  The  sloops  of  wht 
which  had  been  appropriated  to  aid  and  assist  the  sliips  of 
the  line  and  ytrepare  for  their  retreat,  performed  not  only 
that  duty  well,  hut  embraced  every  opportunity  of  firing 
through  the  Intervals,  and  were  constantly  in  motion.  The 
shells  Irom  the  bombs  were  adrnirahly  well  thrown  by  the 
roval  marine  artillery  :  and  althouirli  thrown  directly  across 

w  v       ■  f  ml 

and  over  us,  not  an  accident,  that  I  know  ot,  occurred  to  any 
ship.  The  whole  was  cnnd noted  in  perfect  silence,  and 
such  a  thine  as  a  eheer  T  ni  ver  lieard  in  any  part  of  the  line  ; 
and  that  the  guiis  w  tre  well  worked  and  directed,  will  be 
seen  tor  many  vcars  to  come^  and  remembered  by  these 
barbarians  for  ever, 

EXMOUTU. 

(Loss.— English,  128  killed,  690  wounded.  Dutch,  13 
killed,  62  wounded.    Total,  883.) 

On  the  28th  of  August,  treaties  of  peace  were  signed 
by  the  Dey  with  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  with  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands. 

On  th  e  same  day  also  wa^  signed  an  additional  Article  or 
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Declaration  for  iim  Abolilioa  o£  Cbristian  Siaveij,  U> 
following  elTect : — 

"  In  consideration  ot'  die  tieep  iiut.*re2>i  manifested  hj  hi? 
royal  highue^  the  prince  regent  of  Kncjl.md  for  the  ler- 
miiuitioQ  of  Christian  Slavery,  Lia  iaghnu^  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  in  token  of  his  sincere  desire  to  maintain  inviolable 
his  friendly  relati<>ns  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  manif*=-^t  bis 
amicable  disposition  ui  1  high  respect  tiAvards  the  l*u\^ers 
of  Knr  I  J,  declares,  that  in  the  event  of  future  wars  w  ith 
*ny  l^iuropean  Power,  ii  t:  aijy  of  the  prisoners  shall  be 
consigned  to  slavery,  but  treated  \\  i:h  all  hiiuiarjiiy  as  pri- 
soners of  war,  until  regularly  cxciiHiigt  d,  according'  to 
Europtaii  practice  in  like  cases;  and  that  at  the  t  rn  ina- 
tion  of  hostilities,  they  shall  be  restored  to  iheir  respet  ?ivo 
ouuiuries  "without  i\uisom  ;  and  the  practice  of  condi  ii  nm-^' 
Christian  prisoiu  uf  wai"  to  aiiivery  litifebj  iuriiA<uij  aiid 
for  ever  renounced." 

**  By  command  of  the  Admiral." 

The  Dey  al-u  iu  ihu  presence  ut^  hid  Divan,  apologised  to 
the  Driti^h  Consul  for  the  personal  restraint  which  had  been 
imposed  upon  him  during  the  late  transactions,  and  he  aLo 
paid  to  the  Consul  a  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  as  a 
remuneration  for  depredations  committed  on  his  residenod 
afler  his  imprisonment. 

After  the  treaties  and  article  before  menttoned  had  been 
negociated,and  that  the  Dey  had  refunded  three  hundred  and 
eighty-two  thoaeand  five  hundred  dollan»  which  he  had  lately 
received  from  the  govemmeoto  of  NapUwaod  Sardiiita,  and 
had  raleaeed  one  thonaand  mod  whtv-three  ChrUUaD  alavea 
who  were  al  Algiers,  it  oaine  to  m  knowledgo  of  lord  Sz** 
mootbt  that  two  Spaokrdst  the  one  a  metohant  and  tba 
other  ibe  Yiee-coiiaid  of  that  nation,  had  not  heen  released^ 
bat  were  etiU  held  by  the  Dey  in  very  seTero  eoitody,  on 
pretence  that  they  were  prtsooers  for  debt.  The  toqniriia 
which  hie  lordship  felt  hunadf  called  upon  to  make  into  thaaa 
caaesy  satlafied  him  that  the  confinement  <ii  the  Vice  coawl 
was  gronndleaa  and  mnnstifiablet  and  he  therefore  tboueht 
himself  anthoriMd  to  demand  hia  release^  under  the  artdas 
of  the  agreement  for  the  deUTcrance  of  all  Christian  pri- 
jonera.  It  appeared  that  the  merchant  waa  confined  Ibr  an 
alleged  debt,  on  the  score  of  a  contract  with  tbe  AlgeHna 
goTcmment;  hut  tbe  circttrastaooea  under  whidithoceintmft 
was  said  to  have  been  forced  on  the  indlTidual,  and  the 
^^Mt  seventy  of  tbe  confinement  whidi  be  aufleivdt  deter- 
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mined  his  lordship  to  make  an  effort  in  bis  favour  also. 
This  he  did,  by  requesting  his  release  from  the  Dey,  offering 
himself  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money 
which  (he  merchant  should  be  found  to  owe  to  his  highness. 
The  Dey  htiving"  rejected  this  demand  and  offer,  his  lordship, 
still  unwilling  to  have  recourse  to  extremities,  and  the 
renewal  of  hostilities,  proposed  that  the  Spaniards  should  be 
released,  and  that  they  aboiild  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
Spanish  Consul. 

Thrse  propo*.itioTis  tVip  Dtv  also  positively  refuM-d:  and 
lord  I'xmouih  tin  ti  ["elt  that  the  private  and  pecuniary 
nature  of  the  transactions  for  which  the^e  prrsnns  were 
ruufmed,  must  be  considered  as  a  pretence  lor  i hu  continu- 
ance of  slaverT,  the  total  abolition  of  which  bis  instructions 
directed  him  to  insist  upon. 

His  lordship  tb(  i  etore  aoqualnt  cd  tin-  Dey,  thnt  as  all  the 
coniiitions  proposed  to  him  <>n  this  j  oint  ha<l  heen  rejected, 
he  had  determined  to  insist  on  the  unconditional  release  of 
the  two  Spaniards,  and  thentote  desired  an  answti,  ves 
or  no;  and,  in  the  event  of  the  latter,  stated  that  he  \N  ("Vjld 
immediately  recommence  hostilities.  These  measureb  had 
the  desired  effect;  and  the  two  ptrion«i  were  released;  ho 
that  no  Christian  prisoner  remained  at  Algiers  at  his  lord- 
bhip's  departure,  wliu  h  tuuk  pUn  f  on  the  evening  of  ihe  3d 
September,  Ibiti,  with  all  the  ships  under  his  orders. 

The  refunded  ransoms  were  sent  to  the  NtaiJuliian  atnl 
Sardinian  ffovornments,  and  the  slaves  released  were  for- 
warded in  Hi  itish  t ran-jmrts  to  their  respective  countries. 
Their  joy  and  gratitude  it  were  impossible  to  express.  Al- 
giers was  left  little  better  than  a  heap  of  ruins. 

It  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  been  jut  viously  stated,  that 
this  was  Exmouth's  second  visit  to  Altriers.  On  the  farmer 
Off  a«>ion  the  Dey  released  about  1-UU  ihiglish  captives, 
witliout  force;  but  a  renewal  of  his  insolence  led  to  the 
Bignal  chastisement  now  recorded,  whua  upuaida  of  20UU 
foreign  slaves  were  set  free. 

For  this  hrilliaiii  achievemt nt,  lord  Exmouth  was  made  a 
viscount.  He  soon  afterwards  retired  from  all  but  th« 
hunuui  h  oIl  lii^  profession,  and  died  iu  1823. 
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SIR  ED  WARD  CODRINGTON.— Sir  Edward  Cod- 
rington  is  similarly  situated  with  Exmouth.  Both  were 
highly  (li5tins:uished  naval  officers  durinir  the  war,  but  the 
names  ot'  both  h.ive  become  as>ociatetl  ^iiico  the  peace  with 
actions  which  will  hand  their  uame6  in  the  highebt  honour 
down  to  posterity. 

Edward  Codrington  was  born  in  Gloucestershire  in  1770, 
He  went  to  sea  in  1783,  was  a  lieutenant  in  lord  Howe's 
Hag  ship  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  was  much  esteemed  bj 
that  commander.  He  was  a  post<-captain  under  lord  Brid- 
port,  and  commanded  the  Orion,  at  Trafalgar.  That  re- 
splendent event  cast  every  subsequent  action  for  some  time 
into  a  comparative  shade;  yet  many  of  tliemwm  neitlier 
without  honour  nor  danger,  and  of  these  Godrington  had 
his  share.  When  made  a  knight,  oq  the  peaoe^  he  showed 
the  eooentrioitj  of  the  tar,  br  iwisiog  to  pay  the  usual  fees, 
and  sending  theaooount  of  the  charge  to  tne  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty.  This  ahsnrd  practioe  of  charging  high  fees  on 
such  ocoasbnsy  has  beeOf  we  believe,  given  up. 

When  the  Greeks  revolted  agiUnst  their  Turkish  op- 
pressors, thej  had  on  their  side  t&  sympathies  of  the  most 
mtelleetual  mi  patriotic  among  the  European  nations;  and 
after  the  strusgte  had  continued  sereral  years,  the  goveni- 
ments  of  England,  France^  and  Bnssia,  determined  to  in- 
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terfere  in  their  behalf,  and  [>ut  an  end  to  the  conte'^t.  For 
this  purpo<p  a  treaty  between  these  powers  was  si l: tied  at 
Londuii,  (Jil^  ''liIv,  1827.  This,  ftw  as  Kn;^^land  was 
concerned,  was  brou'^r^it  a))f)ut  by  the  intiunice  of  ( Jeorge 
Cannings  a  sutesman  whose  ioreiga  politics  were  highly 
libera] . 

A  coinlilnpd  squadrnii  was  stationed  in  the  Levant,  in 
order  to  enforce  a  truce  until  measures  for  a  paclticatioii 
should  be  taken.  This  squ:i  Iron  consisted  of  eleven  Eng- 
lish vesAels  of  various  rates,  six  French,  and  eight  Kussian 
vessels.  Sir  Edward  Codrington,  the  English  admiral, 
was  also  commander-in-chief ;  De  Rigny  was  the  French 
admiral,  and  De  Heiden  that  of  the  Russians.  The  Greeks, 
who  had  applied  for  protection,  readily,  of  course,  submit- 
ted to  the  truce;  but  the  Turks,  aided  bj  their  Egyptian 
▼utal,  had  a  powerful  fleet  under  the  command  of  lorahim 
Paahiy  and  were  little  disposed  to  give  np  the  prey  which 
tbcj  seem^  now  to  have  within  their  grasp.  The  most 
atrocious  cruelties  were  still  perpetrated  on  the  unfortunate 
Qroeka.  The  allied  fleets  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Navarino 
in  face  of  the  Toroo-Egjptian  wjumdronst  determinedt 
ahonld  remonstrance  prove  unavailing,  to  use  forcei  or 
in  the  words  of  Mr.  Stratford  Canning's  instrnctions  to 
Sir  Edward  Codrington,  if  the  speaking-trumpet  would 
Dot  do,  to  try  the  cannon.  In  this  hostile  pontion,  an  acci- 
dental circumstance  brought  on  a  general  enga^^ement,  the 
celebrated  battle  of  Navarino,  an  account  of  which  we  shall 
abridge  from  Sir  Edward's  despatches : — 

"  The  Turkish  ships  were  moored  in  the  form  of  a  crescent, 
with  springs  on  their  cables,  the  larger  ones  presenting  their 
broadsides  towards  the  centre,  the  smaller  ones  in  successiofi 
within  them  fiUing  up  the  interrals.  ^  The  combined  fleet 
was  formed  in  the  order  of  uuUng  in  two  columns,  the 
British  and  French  forminor  the  wemer  or  starboard  line, 
nod  the  Bussiani  the  lee  line.  The  Asia,  which  was  die 
adminl^s  ship,  led  in,  followed  by  the  Oenoaand  Albion,  and 
anchored  close  alongside  a  ship  of  the  line,  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  Oapitana  bey,  another  ship  of  the  tine,  and  a  lar^ 
donb1e*banked  friffiOe,  each  thus  baring  their  opponent  in 
the  fipont  line  of  the  Turkish  fleet.  The  four  ships  to  wind, 
ward,  part  of  the  Egyptian  squadron,  were  allotted  to  the 
squadron  of  the  French  admiral  de  Rigny,  and  those  to 
leeward,  in  the  riffht  of  the  crescent,  were  to  mark  the 
stations  of  the  wbcHe  Russian  squadron,  the  shipe  of  their 
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Une  closing  those  of  the  Engli-li  line,  nnd  l>fing  u41owedup 
by  their  own  frigates.    The  Fi  riu  li  iViur^^te  Aru  .-Ic  v  ri« 
directed  to  place  herself  aloiig^idi'  ti.<j  outc.TUKj^:  :r.^:i\^^,  a 
the  left  hand  entering  the  harbour  ;  and  tLe  CiiHibr^ : 
<3lasfiroWf  and  Talbot,  next  to  her,  and  abreast  of  the  A.-^ 
titiiua,  and  Al!)ion ;  the  Dartmouth,  the  M"<-quita,  iLe 
Hose,  tht'  l>risk,  and  the  Tl  il  nnt  1.  were  to  ltx»k  after  six 
tire-vessel>  at  the  entrance  of  tiie  Iiarbour.    Po>ilive  orders 
were  Lriven  that  no  ^un  should  be  fired,  unless  cruns  ver^ 
fired  by  the  Turks,  and  tln  -u  oi*ders  were  strictly  ub^ti  vtd. 
The  three  English  slii]  s  w  <^  re  permitted  to  pa^^-s  the  hatterie« 
and  to  muor,  a«s  they  did  with  great  rapiduy,  wiihuut  an? 
act  of  open  hostility,  although  there  ^^  ;k>  evident  prepvaiion 
for  it  in  all  the  Turkish  ships.    A  buat  was  sent  ^oon  after 
from  the  Dartmouth  to  one  of  the  fire-vessels,  when  lieut^- 
ant  Fitzroy  and  several  of  her  crew  were  shot  w  ith  mo*- 
ketry.    This  produced  a  defensive  fire  of  luuskelrj  irom  the 
Dartmouth  and  admiral  de  Uigny's  ship,  La  Cjrene.  The 
latter  liavmg  soon  after  rerrived  a  cannon-^hat  from  one  of 
the  Egyptian  ships,  she  immiMiiatcIy  answered  it  with  her 
broadside;  and  tiius  very  shortly  after,  the  battle  becam* 
gonrr.nl.     The  ships  opposed  to  the  Asia  were  the  last  to  tire, 
and  Mnjuireni  bey  sent  a  message,  'that  he  would  p^t  fire 
at  all,'  and  no  hostility  took  place  with  his  ship  tiii  some 
time  after  the  Asia  had  returned  the  fire  of  tbe  Capitana 
bey.    A  pilot  was  sent  bj  Sir  Edward  Oodrington,  to  inter- 
pret to  Moharem  his  desire  of  avoiding  bloodshed,  who, 
whilst  still  in  the  English  boat,  was  killed  by  Moharem^s  men. 
)^\s  ship  flooa  after  fired  into  the  Asia,  her  fire  was  returned, 
«nd  she  soon  shared  tbe  fate  of  the  other  a/dmnislnpte  tiit 
starboard,  and  ftU  to  leeward  a  mere  wredL   These  lAupe 
being  out  of  the  way,  the  Asia  became  exposed  to  a  nkhv 
fire  from  vessels  in  the  second  and  third  line^  which  4jaiiiea 
away  her  roizen-aiaal  bj  the  board»  disabled  some  of  her  gum^ 
md  killed  and  woended  ssTeral  of  her  crew.    The  proceed* 
ings  of  the  other  sbtps  resembled  those  of  the  Asia.  The 
Oambriaiiy  Olasgowy  and  Talbot,  with  the  Anuide,  who  was 
opposed  to  the  leading  frigate  of  that  line,  effectnaUj  de- 
stroyed their  Oppoaeots,  and  silenced  the  batteriesy  to  which 
also  they  were  opposed.    This  bloody  and  destmctrra  battle 
was  oontinued  with  unabated  farv  for  (km  hoars,  and  the 
seene  of  wreck  and  devastation  which  presented  itself^  si  its 
ft  rininatjoQ  was  such  as  has  been  seldom  before  witnessed. 
The  Taddsb  end  £igypttso .fleets  had  disappeared,  and  oolf 
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a  few  shattered  yessels  escaped  into  the  inner  harbour.  The 
oaniage  on  board  their  crowded  ships  mta  iromeDse^  for  in 
two  of  their  ships  of  the  line,  two^tmrds  of  the  ervwiwere 
ieilled  or  woanded.  As  each  ship  beoame  effectoallj  disiUaiii 
MmA  of  ber  creir  at  conM  etoi4>e  from  het^  endearonred  to 
let  bar  on  fbe,  and  it  was  wonderful  bow  tbe  combined 
4Mte  avoided  the  etPects  of  their  Meeeanre  end  awAi!  ex- 
ploaiona.  Tbe  Britiab  abipe  bating  awtained  tbe  bntot  of 
tbe  aodony  suffered  the  greatest  damage.  Tbeir  losa  waft 
terentY-five  men  killed  and  a  hundred  and  ninetj-ieTen 
wommd.  Among  tbe  killed  was  captain  Batbnrttt  who 
aommanded  tbe  Gmoa.  The  Asia,  Albion,  and  Qenoa,  bad 
solRBred  so  moch,  that  it  was  ibnnd  neoeasarj,  after  repairing 
tbem  temporarily  at  Malta,  to  send  them  to  England.  The 
Talbot  also,  and  aereral  of  the  smaller  Tcssda  snffBrsd 
considerably.  *  I  console  mjself/  said  8ir  B.  Oodringtoo, 
in  bb  despatches,  *  with  tlie  reflection  that  the  measnre 
wbiob  produced  the  battle  waa  abaolatdj  necessary  fer 
obtaining  the  resuks  oonlemplated  by  tbe  treaty,  and  that 


found  that  the  boasted  Ottoman  word  of  benonr  waa  made 
a  aaorilice  to  wanton,  savage  derastalieo,  and  that  a  base 
advantage  was  taken  of  our  rdiance  npon  Ibralnm*a  good 
faith,  I  own  I  felt  a  deure  to  punish  the  offenders.  But  it 
was  my  duty  1o  refrain,  and  refrain  I  did ;  and  I  wonld  still 
bare  avoided  this  disastroas  extremity,  if  other  means  bad 
been  open  to  roe. ' 

Sir  Edward  Codrington  is  said  to  hare  over-rated  the 
Bombers  and  force  of  the  Turkish  fleet.  This  is  likely 
eoongb,  fVom  the  confusion  of  such  a  period.  Mr. 
James,  whose  careful  investigating  spirit  deserves  the 
bi|pbest  confidence,  says  the  fleet  consisted  of  snrty-ftre 
sail.  Borne  of  these  were  large  ships,  but  the  greater 
number  of  an  inferior  size  to  those  of  the  allied  fleets. 

Sir  Edward  and  his  brave  Miiiors  and  allies  gained  great 
renown  by  this  victory,  which  was  Ibe  harbinger  of  tbe 
compete  restoration  of  Greece  to  independence.  Althongb 
for  political  purposes,  the  mieistry  which  succeeded  Cann- 
ing, wished  this  battle  thrown  into  tbe  shade,  and  in  a  roval 
^wech  styled  it  an  untoward  event/*  it  was  verv  differ* 
eotlj  looked  upon  by  the  public,  and  the  hero  of  Natrarino 
bci^arae  and  still  continues  highly  popular.  He  subsequentlv 
had  a  seat  in  parliament,  wb^e  he  uniformly  voted  witb 
the  liberal  party.   He  now  commands  at  Portsmooth. 
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SIR  ROBERT  STOPFORD  — This,  our  next  Dftval 
hero,  was  distinguished  in  defence  of  those  Turks  whom  our 
1&51  hero  was  distingaished  for  castigating.  Indeed,  since  the 
termioation  of  the  war,  England  seems  to  have  acted  in  th* 
capacity  of  raaster-generalof  nolioe.  An  En^idi  fleet  com- 
pelled ti>e  Algerines  to  aorreoder  thdr  prej ;  an  EnsliilianDy 
prolected  Portugal  t^am  Spain ;  our  MY jf  a»  we  urn, 
Oeffttdad  Oram  fnm  Turkey ;  and  now  we  find  Stopfotd 
with  tlK  BriliA  flag  dcfcndiBg  Tnrlcer  against  E^t. 

Adwel  iStm  Hon.  Sir  Sobcrt  Stopford,  G.C.B.,  third 
son  of  Jwes,  wtoaaA  mA  of  Conrtown,  was  bom  8d 
Fthruaij,  I768»  and  entering  the  navy  at  an  cerlv  a^e, 
mew^  mr  wamm  t»eia  die  Fnnee  George,  on  the  AnMriena 
Mation,  with  ataml  Digbj.  In  1790,  he  obtained  post 
rank ;  and,  in  that  yaar^  iwnmanded  the  Lowertolfe  frifpte^ 
then  en^iloTed  in  the  channel.  Hit  next  appointaicnt  waa 
to  the  Aquiion,  32  nni»  itationed  in  the  HedilcrFanean* 
which,  in  1794»  neind  witb  the  fleet  under  Wrd  Howcb  and 
rspcated  tiw  imwIi  of  tiba  laar  dit  isioB  on  tlie  mcinorahle 
iratof  Jane.  In^  PhMNi,of  SBgoni^hefonnedpartcf 
Oomwams'a  dHwhiwif  wlndi  Ml  m  with  the  French 
sq^adrlN^  and,  I7  a  tcriat  of  auotarij  nanceorres  eliiBcted  a 
Tctteit  at  hanomhie  to  tlMite  oonotnied  at  tlie  a^ieve* 
SMttt  of  a  victory. 

Captain  Stopf  ord  cnbteqnently  drove  on  Acre  the  Echone^ 
of  28  guns;  and,  in  oowpaay  with  the  Aosoo,  captured  the 
Daphne  and  the  Flore«  In  I799»  he  was  appointed  to  the 
BactUcnt,  74,  and  took  terenl  wtelt;  and  after  reroainiag 
lor  some  time  with  the  wertam  sqaadron,  sailed  to  the  Lee- 
ward Islands,  wiience  be  returned  with  the  broad  pendant  in 
180X.  In  1804,  he  joiMd  Ndton  in  the  MediterraMan  ;  in 
19C^  reotired  the  appointMot  of  colonel  of  manner :  and 
in  1806^  acted  a  gallant  part,  and  was  wounded  in  Sir  ilohn 
Diwkawirth*t  Tictorr  off  St.  Domingo.  In  1808,  hm  wat 
atade  a  rsar-admiral,  and  appointed  to  a  command  in  the 
channgi  fleet,  in  which  situation  bts  serrtces  in  tht>  B^^ue* 
rands,  &c.,  reoerreddie  thanks  of  parfiaaseat.  In  1810,  the 
rsar-admird  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  sqaadron 
eaiplojed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  arUe  on  this 
elation,  conducted  the  naval  part  of  the  armament  which 
anl^fi^ited  Java,  for  whsoh  he  was  a^n  thanked  hyparfa 
ment.  In  1812,  he  beoune  Tice-admiral ;  in  1SI3.  retniaad 
to  En;r-'i^  ^  aadhattinoa  been  made  admiral  of  the  white 
and  Q.QM. 
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la  1840,  EngUundt  RtuSiA,  Austria,  and  Priisma»  having 
formed  an  alliaiice  to  rescue  Sjria  from  Mebemct  Ali^  the 
PmohA  of  JBgyp^  who  had  roTolted  against  the  Sallao*  it  was 
deemed  proper,  for  yarioas  reasons  oonneeted  with  the 
ffeneral  poliej  of  Europe,  to  send  a  strong  foroe  to  Syria 
for  that  purpose.  The  British  Mediterranean  fleet  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Robert  Stopford,  was  accordinglj 
ordered  on  this  important  service,  and  along  with  him  were 
a  small  Aastrian  sqnadroni  and  a  Tarkish  smp  with  troops  on 
board.  Passing  over  the  earlier  proeeedings,  which  wul  be 
noticed  hereaf^  in  our  sketch  of  commodore  Napier,  we  pnK 
oeed  to  the  siege  of  Acre,  then  strongly  fortified  and  nrrison- 
ed  by  the  Egyptians,  the  capture  of  wnich  immedtatdy  settled 
the  whole  question,  and  proved  triumphantly  that  the  naval 
arm  of  England  had  lost  none  of  its  power. 

The  following  account  we  quote  (torn  the  journals  of  the 
day,  as  given  by  an  eye-witness  t— 

On  30th  October,  a  general  order  was  issued  by  command 
of  the  lords  oommissiooers  of  the  admiralty,  thanldng  the  fleet 
for  tfieir  leal  and  exertions;  and  on  the  same  day  a  council 
of  war  was  held,  at  which  an  immolate  attack  of  Acre  was 
decided  on ;  the  same  evening  the  supernumerary  marines 
were  embarked,  and  on  the  following  day  al>out  8000 
Tarkish  troops,  each  ship  taking  a  portion  according  to  her 
size;  Qeneral  Sir  C.  F.  Smith  accompanying  them.  In  the 
afternoon  the  steamers  Qorgon,  Vesuvius,  Stromboli,  and 
Phoenix  started  for  their  destination. 

Shortly  bufore  sunset  the  whole  anchored  off  the  town, 
the  forces  then  assembled  consisting  of  the  following  vessels: 
Princess  Charlotte  (tlag  ship),  Powerful  (brc»*td  pendant), 
Thunderer,  Bellerophon,  Ueveni,as  Edinburgh,  and  Ben- 
bawof  the  line,  Castor,  Pique,  Cary^fort,  and  Talbot  frigates. 
Hazard,  corvette,  Wasp,  brig,  and  the  steam  frigates  Gor- 
gon, Vesuvius,  Stromboli,  and  Phoenix ;  the  Austrian  fri- 
gates, Ouerriere,  and  Medea,  and  a  corvette,  and  the  Turkish 
Admiral  and  cutter  tender,  Sunday  iimi  Monday,  the  Ist 
Iknd  2d  of  November,  were  occupied  in  making  preparation 
on  1)  ►til  sides.  At  fifty  miiuUtJS  past  one,  on  Tuesday 
the  iii,  the  Phoenix  opened  her  fire;  the  Powerful,  closely 
followed  by  the  Princess  Ciiarlotte,  Thunderer,  Beller- 
ophun,  and  Pique,  stood  to  the  northward  (it  is  necessary 
to  state,  here,  that  the  town  presents  two  faces  to  the 
sea — ')iio  to  the  west  and  the  other  to  the  south),  and  then 
hoT^  up  and  aocbored  otf  the  north-west  angle  of  the  town. 
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in  tke  or*ie?  immed  bef'^re.  Fhe  Cmot,  the  Carysfort, 
Talljct^  Bee  bow,  Edrnhcrjrh,  Turk^  Aiimira.!,  Haxarfl, 
W»^,  and  :he  Aoitrian  rri*^te,  ?tccKi  io  t'.-r  the  sooth  t's^. 

^^v^nyje  mas  or'iereii  to  keep  acder  "wei^h  as  a  t'^-^rve. 
At  a  qfiarter  pa^^c  rwo  -/ckick,  the  batteries  to  the  sooth 
openei  on  *.he  iJi^ror,  i>  -he  most  g^Iac:ly.  and  to  the  a«-!- 
miratioo  ot  *he  whoie  neet.  took  op  ber  station  whhin  about 
74>0  jari^  at  ihj^  barter.ir?,  where  ske  and  her  consorts 
opened  x'sa^  lire,  m  had  als*:)  by  this  time  the  n«>rih^B 
divi:?ion.  The  steamers  were  placed  between  th^  two 
divifiotis  ander  wei;ih.  and  thos  the  action  became  '..'eotral, 
the  Eiiyptian  tro^^ps  who  inanneii  the  batteri^  standipi^ 
r.o  ti^eir  ^n5,  with  heroic  valour  and  f-eTsef«iiee.  Abc<ut 
thrve  o  clock  the  Reven-^e  was  ordered  in  bv  coitmo- 
dore  Napier  to  support  the  Powertul's  division,  and  took 
up  an  a<kxiix"aLle  pt:>>iLion  ahead  of  *'  it  ^hip.  At  twentr 
minute"*  ra^t  I'.jur,  the  action  being  its  height,  a  teitilic 
exploei.L  took  f.lace  in  the  town,  which  for  a  time  w  hcl'T 
concealed  it  and  the  so  a  them  division  from  view.  Its  ap- 
:>  inr.ce  was  truiv  awful,  and  "  I  can  ccinpvare  n  to  no- 
ujiiig,"  says  an  eye- witness,  "  bat  as  if  a  huge  yew-tree  had 
soddeniT  been  coojared  op  from  tbe  devoted  town ;  it  burg 
fur  many  zmmites  a  mighty  paB  nmtr  Ao&e  bandreds  it  had 
buried  into  eternity  ;  and  tbea  <lowij,  owkig  to  the  %htiHi^ 
•f  tbe  wind,  drif^ei  to  the  motlnrard." 

TUs  proTed  to  be  tbeei^WM  of  the  principal  maganne  of 
Ibe  place,  c«ie-tlnrd  of  wmdk  tt  tetiOTed ;  aad  hum  m  whole 
regiment  bftving  been  quMtwrf  is  m un  iwnmillilrii  ad* 
jomng,  k  it  anppoG^  tfaii  from  IfiM  to  1700  ioldim 
jglAej  n  teniiiit»  beriiM  •  snbarcf  cMMb,  Wie*» 
taloeks,  and  dodkeys.  ^  lutflimilj  aftcrwardsp  the  §k% 
ftam  fhB  hihIImih  luiUtiiit  maiW  ctMcd  s  tat  tta  WMtam 
mm  itai  kept  it wHh  tkiHj  andwaa  aaiwercd  htmi 
mAb  After  brnadade  wkh  redooblad  rirair  mad  Utmumkii 
<tfaetftomth>i«gi.  AboQtfivep^ckNlKttaaitalnainiaetii* 
■gMl  to  diwoiMtiiiot  the  cDgageoMot;  hot  tnm  Iht  mota 
it  eoold  not  be  mo  Ibr  mm  tin*  by  tbo  PowcHvTs 
divMOOf  wfaidi  cootiDoed  vo^  hilf-past  firo  to  Sre  ot 
tta  fcw  raMinb^  gum  mloA  iHIl  mantiiDed  the  oetm. 
Shfiirttf  after  a  boiit  poiM  off  finm  the  captain  of  the 
port,  to  mj  that  the  Bg^pdam  were  leanng  the  town, 
and  that  if  a  party  wee  laaM  at  the  water-gike  k  wooM 
be  fonnd  open.  This  wae  of  ooone  imnwdieteiy  doac^ 
and  aoo  Torike  and  a  partj  of  Auetrian  mriaee  toeh 
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unopposed  possession.  At  daylight  the  remainder  of  the 
Turkish  troops  and  a  considerable  number  of  marines  were 
landed,  and  quietly  marched  into  the  place. 

Thus  fell  the  far-famed  fortress  of  Acre.  Mahmoud  Bey, 
the  governor,  effected  his  escape,  but  was  afterwards  taken 
by  the  mountaineers. 

The  result  of  this  splendid  achievement,  was  three  thou- 
sand prisoners,  an  immense  quantity  of  warlike  stores,  .£5000 
in  specie,  found  in  the  town,  and  possession  of  the  entire 
coast  of  Syria. 

Admiral  Stopford  returned  to  England,  after  completing 
a  treaty  with  Mehemet  Ali,  which  finally  settled  the  Eastern 
question,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  long  and  meritorious  ser- 
yices,  he  received  the  important  appointment  of  Governor  of 
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SIR  CHARLES  NAriER.— We  shall  now  proceed 
to  give  a  sketch  of  the  brilliant  career  of  Commodore 
Napier,  the  second  in  command  in  the  expedition  against 
Acre,  whose  fame  for  intrepidity  has  passed  into  a  proTerb. 
It  is  partly  founded  on  matter  extracted  from  his  election, 
eering  speeches,  and  certainly  not  the  less  interestinj?  on 
that  account.  Charles  Napier  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  Hon. 
Charles  Napier  of  Merchiston-hall,  Stirlingshire,  and  was 
bora  at  Falkirk  in  1787.  His  family  trace  their  descent  from 
the  ancient  Earls  of  Lennox,  who  were  so  created  in  the 
reign  of  Malcolm  the  Third,  in  1057.  On  taking  a  retro- 
•pective  view  of  their  genealogy,  we  find  that  many  of  them 
were  distinguished  in  the  service  of  their  country.  Sir 
Alexander  Napier,  of  Merchison,  knight,  was  made  comp- 
troller of  Scotland,  by  James  the  Second,  in  1450,  and  vice- 
admiral,  by  James  the  Third,  in  1463.  He  was  one  of  the 
ambassadors  to  England  in  1451,  and  in  1468  was  sent  with 
the  lord  chancellor  to  negociate  the  marriage  of  his  roval 
master  with  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  ^ir 
Alexander  Napier,  the  grandson  of  the  former,  was  master 
of  the  mint  to  James  the  Sixth.  He  was  succeeded  by 
John,  the  celebrated  mathematician,  whose  attachment  to 
the  study  of  astronomy  and  spherical  georoetnr,  enabled  him 
to  work  out  that  admirable  system  of  logarithms  which  has 
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him  immortality.  This  eminent  man  WM  Miooeeded 
son,  Sir  Archibald,  the  first  lord  who  accompAoied 
the  Sixth  to  England*  when  ho  was  created  one  of 
the  privT  council,  deputy  treasurer^  lord  chief  clerk,  and 
coo  of  the  senators  of  the  college  of  Justice  in  Scotland. 
In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  he  was  continued  in  the 
treasurer's  office,  and  also  made  one  of  the  extraordinary 
lords  of  session.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1627,  he  was  oreateci 
a  baronet,  and  on  the  4th  of  May  following,  he  wM  advuKsed 
to  the  peerage.  Archibald,  the  second  lord,  continued  in 
the  service  of  the  crown,  and  was  found  faithful  through 
the  whole  of  the  feuds  that  occurred  in  that  reign.  He 
finally  retired  to  the  continent,  where  he  died  in  1660.  The 
title  is  still  held  by  the  family,  and  the  subject  of  thisskeloh 
is  the  irrantlsnn  of  Francis,  the  ri::^hth  baron  Napier. 

Charlt'^  Napier  entered  the  na\  y  when  verv  young,  and 
g-ave  eariv  proof  of  the  spirit  wliich  Ims  distincrni^hed  him 
in  atlter  life.     The  first  action  which  hrnnulu  hini  into 
ublic  notice.  i>  thus  dcHcrihod  in  characteristic  l.ini^uage 
y  himself,  during  the  eleetion  at  Portsmouth  in  1833, 
when  it  had  been  a-^ked  by  hi>  opponents,  who  ho  was  ' 
*'  In  the  course  ot'niy  canvasR  T  have  been  asked  wiu>  I  am. 
ril  tell  you.    I  am  captain  Charles  Napier, who  25  years  ago 
commanded  the  Recruit  brig  in  the  West  indit  s,  and  who 
had  the  hnn  /nr  of  beini^"  24  hour*  under  the  guns  of  tlireo 
French  line-of-battlp^^hip^  Hyin^^  from  a  British  squadron,  the 
nearest  of  which,  with  ihc  uxceptiou  of  the  Hawk  brig",  was 
from  five  to  six  mile«i  astern  the  crreato«t  part  of  the  time. 
1  kept  flying  dotible-sJiDtttMl  broadsides  into  tliem.     One  of 
the  >[iips  (the  Hautpoult)  was  captured  by  the  Pompey 
an  l  ( 'astor,  the  other  two  escaped  by  superior  sailing.  Sir 
Alexander  Cochrane,  my  commandt:;-in-chief,  promote']  nie 
on  the  spot  into  her.    At  the  siege  of  Martinii|ue,  the 
^oius,  Cleopatra,  and  Recruit,  were  ordered  to  bpat  up  in 
the  night  between  Pigeon  Island  and  the  main,  and  anchor 
close  to  Fort  Edward;  the  enemy,  fearing  an  attack,  burnt 
.  their  shipping.    At  daylijrht  in  the  morning  it  appeared  to 
me  that  Fort  Edward  was  abandoned;  this,  however,  was 
doubted.    I  offered  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  w  ith  five  men 
I  landed  in  open  ilay,  scaled  the  walls,  and  ])lanted  the  union 
jack  on  the  ranipaiis.   Fortunately  I  was  ut) discovered  from 
Fort  Bour[»on,  which  stood  about  a  hundreti  yards  off,  and 
cuunuanded  it.    On  this  beinpf  reported  to  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane,  a  regiment  wasi  landed  in  the  night.  Fort 
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Edwanl  was  taken  possession  of  and  the  mortar^  t  irned 
ag^ainst  the  enemy.  I  am  in  possession  ol  a  kticr  truUi  ^ir 
Alexander  saying  that  "my  conduct  was  the  means  of 
saving  many  lives  and  shortening  the  siege  of  Martinique.'* 
I  had  once  the  misfortune  of  receiving  a  precious  lickiog^ 
from  a  French  corvette;  the  first  shot  she  fired  broke  mj 
thigh,  and  a  plumper  carried  away  my  main  mast.  The 
enemy  escaped,  but  the  British  Hag  was  not  tarnished.  Oq 
mj  return  to  England,  in  command  of  the  Jason,  I  was 
turned  out  of  her  by  a  Tory  admiralty,  because  I  had  do 
interest ;  bat  as  I  conld  not  lead  an  idle  life,  I  aenred  a  om- 
paign  with  the  army  in  Portugd  as  a  rolmiteery  when  I  w«a 
atraio  woanded.  At  the  battb  of  Botaoo  I  faiyd  the  koooor 
Of  carrying  off  the  field  my  gallant  tdnd  and  rebtiwb 
colonel  Napier,  bow  near  met  was  shot  throagb  tha 
ikco.  On  ray  return  to  England  I  was  appointed  to  the 
Thamest  in  toe  Mediterranean  $  and  if  I  ooaUi  bring  the  io» 
habitants  of  the  Neiupolitan  coast  Into  this  room,  th^  wmU 
tell  you,  that  from  Naples  to  the  Faro  Polnt»  thare  was  not 
a  spot  where  I  did  not  leave  mj  musk,  and  hrovahl  off  with 
me  upwards  of  one  hundred  sail  of  gnn  hoala  and  mcrdbant 
▼easels.  I  had  the  honour  of  mnning  the  Thansa  and 
Fnriensa  into  the  small  mole  of  Poiaa»  which  was  stwmgly 
defended ;  and  before  they  coald  recover  from  their  surprise 
I  d^itured  the  island  without  the  less  of  a  man.  I  was  thsn 
mmored  to  the  Enryalns,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  All 
in  with  two  French  frigates  and  aschooner.  I  chased  tham 
in  the  night  close  into  Cairi,  in  tlie  island  of  Corsica,  pna^ 
ing  dose  nnder  the  stem  of  one,  t^nmperin^  her  as  I  paaaad ; 
aira  though  we  were  going  eight  knots,  Itnedtoronaboaid 
of  her  consort,  who  was  a  little  cmtmde,  standing  alhwait 
my  hawse;  the  night  was  dark,  the  land  dcse^  and  die«se- 
ceeded  in  crossing  me,  hot  I  drore  her  ashore  cn  the  roeka, 
where  she  was  tfJtally  wrecked,  and  her  consott  was  obliged 
to  anchor  close  to  her.  The  Bnryalns  wore  round,  and  ^ 
off,  almost  brnshii^  the  shore  as  she  passed.  TfasM  slupe 
were  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  arwikrmJhUt  ,  uK  untlng 
22  gnns  eadi,  and  the  schooner  14.  From  the  Mediter. 
raneaa  I  was  ordered  to  America ;  and  if  my  gaUant  friend 
Sir  James  Ckyrdon  was  here,  he  would  hare  told  you  haw  I 
did  my  duty  on  that  long  and  arduous  aerrioe  up  the  Pot 
He  would  have  told  you  that  in  a  tremendona  squall  the 
Euryalus  lost  her  bowsprit  and  all  her  topmasts,  and  that  in 
twelve  hours  she  was  again  ready  Ibr  work.    We  btought 
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ikwxf  a  fldst  from  AlexandriSf  were  atUcked  eoing  dowo 
the  river  bj  batteries,  built  close  to  what  was  toe  residenoe 
of  the  ^reat  Washioc^toa,  and  I  was  again  wounded  in  that 
notion  in  the  neok/* 

Havin^'  ;,n?en  in  his  own  language,  and  with  oharaotertstie 
brevity,  a  notice  of  commodore  NapIer^s  services  during  the 
great  war  arising  out  of  the  French  revolution,  we  come 
nest  to  his  services  in  the  war  of  succession  in  Portugal, 
where  he  held  the  post  of  admiral.  The  chief  feature  of 
his  exploits  here  was  the  capture  of  the  M  indite  fleet,  which 
wa  shall  immediately  detail,  from  one  of  his  own  letters.  In 
this  action  the  following  was  the  relative  strength  of  the  two 
fleets: — 


ooKa  iiaau'a  sQUAoaoN. 


Bainlia  dd  Portugal  Fri- 

gat j ,  Vice-admirars  flag,  46 
Don  Pedro,  furmerly  Wel- 
lington India  man,   48 

D  jnna  Maria  Frigate* ....  42 

Fortuense  Corvette,   18 

Villa  Flor  Brie?   16 

Furo  Schooner,   6 


176 


OOM  MIOUBL'a  SQUADaOH. 

Gmna. 

Don  John,   80 

Rainha   76 

Martin  Pftitas   48 

Princess  Royal,   56 

Zebecque. 

Isabel  Maria.   24 

Tiigiis,   20 

Priucessa  Heal  CorveUe,..  22 

Audaz   20 

8>biiie,   2G 


After  a  chase  which  commenoed  on  the  3d  July  and  lasted 
till  nom  the  neat  day,  the  battle  commenced : — About  one 
o'clock/*  he  says,  *'the  breeze  became  steady;  the  people 
were  at  quarters,  determined  to  fight  to  the  last,  and  I  sat 
down  to  a  hasty  dinner  with  commodore  Wilkinson,  captains 
Cable,  Blackstone,  Pearn,  Charles  Napier,  Boxton,  and 
MaodoDOttghf  who  had  quitted  the  steamers  in  disgust.  We 
talked  over  the  approaching  battle  with  great  confidence, 
little  thinking  tiiat  in  half  an  hour  three  of  the  party  would 
oeaae  to  live  or  be  mortally  wounded,  and  two  more  danger- 
ousi/.  At  two,  the  caj)tains  returned  to  their  ships ;  the 
signal  was  made  for  battle  and  close  order ;  the  boats  were 
lo%vered  down,  and  the  squadron  led  by  the  Rainha,  di??plny- 
in^  the  constitutional  Hag  at  each  mast-head,  ffradu ally  edged 
away  under  their  courses  and  top-gallant  sails.  The  enemy 
(witn  the  exception  of  the  Martin  Freitas^  who  had  her 
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courses  and  top-prallant  saiU  5et)  were  under  their  top^aiU, 
and  as  appru^iched  the  Ice-liue  closed  up  in  the  inter- 
inr-llaiu  spaces,  hut  a  little  to  leeward,  thus  tunning  a  double 
coluuiii  of  two  line-of- battle  ships,  a  liltv-gun  ship,  a  liftr- 
gun  Iritr ate,  three  heavy  corv  ettes,  two  brig^,  and  a  zcbvcc^ue. 
Previr  us  tu  this,  the  frigate  being  to  leeward  tacked,  and 
had  all  the  appearance  of  comiDgover;  but  aftt  r  fetching* 
in  the  wake  of  the  tifty-gun  fehip,  she  again  tacked  and  took 
her  statiuu.  The  breeze  was  good,  the  waur  smooth,  n*>t  a 
cloud  io  the  li*  ;ivens  ;  the  eneuiv  looked  well  and  tiruj.  and 
they  were  plainly  seen  training  tlieir  u^uns  as  w  e  a})prfiach«rd. 
It  was  a  trying  and  awful  siulit,  and  accompanied  with  a 
considerable  degree  ilinao,  (at  least  I  can  answer  far 
my-L  ll  j  ;  ollicers  and  Uicn  wcie  calm  and  determined,  though 
aware  of  the  danger  of  the  enterprise,  the  succe>s  of  wliich 
mainly  depended  on  the  state  we  bhould  in  alter  tbe  fir&t 
broad.^ide. 

**  The  enemy  kept  their  line  close,  and  reserved  their  fire 
till  well  within  musket-shot;  the  frigate  li.cii  tliii^v  ^-^i  ^ 
signal,  which  we  concluded  wa«  for  permission  lu  tire;  the 
moment  was  critical,  and  we  all  fell  it. 

"The  commodore's  answer  was  hardly  at  the  mast-head 
ore  the  frigate  opened  her  broadside,  which  was  instant^n- 
eou^ly  followed  by  the  w^hole  squadron,  with  the  exceptiouot 
the  lion  John,  whose  stern  and  quarter  guns  could  only  bear. 
Poor  liainha!  I  looked  up  aod  expected  to  see  every  mast 
tottering;  but  the  cberob  wa»  sitting  aloft,  and  notwith- 
standing the  most  tremendoas  fire  I  ever  witnessed,  w  bich 
made  the  sea  bubble  like  a  boiling  cauldron  round  her,  the 
smoke  clearing  away  discovered  to  the  utonished  Miguelites 
the  Rainha  proudly  floating  on  the  waters  of  Nc^n  and  St. 
Vincent,  with  her  masts  erect»  her  rigging  and  sails  only 
shewing  the  fiery  ordeal  she  had  gone  through. 

^<  The  men  were  lying  down  at  thdr  qoarters;  few  w  ere 
struck  down  on  the  main-deck,  bat  the  three  foremost  guns 
on  the  qoarter-deck  were  nearly  dismounted,  and  fieot^ant 
Nivett,  of  the  marines,  reeeired  a  mortal  wonnd.   At  this 
time  we  had  not  fired  a  shot,  and  I  ordered  a  few  to  be  thrown 
on  hoard,  to  check,  as  much  as  possible,  their  taking  a  de- 
liberate  aim.    Onr  example  was  followed  bv  the  Hon  Fedro, 
aod  we  soon  passed  the  frigate  and  Martin  l!  reitaa,  the  latter 
losing  her  fore-topmast.   At  this  time  the  steramost  line-otf'* 
battle  ship  luffed  to— our  helm  was  put  up  to  avoid  her  broad- 
side, and  the  Don  John  bore  up  across  W  bowsy  inteoAi^ 
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to  place  us  between  the  two  Hnewof-battle  ships.  Thu  was 
jnsl  what  X  desired,  and  when  she  passed  too  far  to  leeward 
to  recover  a  weather  posttioni  onr  helm  was  put  auddenlT 
down.  The  frigate  flew  to,  grasing  the Bahiha*s  stern  with 
iMr  %iug  jib. boom ;  the  foremost  gons  were  poured  into  her, 
eratnnic  (!  to  the  nmude  with  round  and  grape;  the  helm  was 
then  shifted,  and  we  ran  alongside  under  a  Tery  heavy  fire, 
>vl)ich  struck  down  my  secretary,  master,  and  many  men. 
The  ships  were  lashed  with  the  main  sheet,  and  commodore 
Wiikinson  and  captain  Charles  Napier,  heading  the  boarders, 
passed  from  the  bower  anchor  to  her  bulwark,  driving  the 
men  ar  7  .)9a  the  forecastle  along  the  larboard  gangway. 

*^  I  bad  not  intended  to  board,  having  enough  to  do  to  look 
flfler  the  squadron ;  but  the  excitement  was  too  great,  and  I 
found  myself,  without  hardly  knowing  it,  on  the  enemy  s 
forecastle,  supported  by  one  or  two  officers.  There  I 
pausedt  tfll  several  men  rushing  on  1ioard»  we  rushed  aft 
with  a  loud  cheer,  and  either  passed  through  or  drove  a 
party  down  upon  the  break  of  the  quarter-deck.  At  this 
moment  I  received  a  severe  blow  from  a  crow-bar,  the 
owner  of  which  did  not  escape  unscathed ;  and  poor  Mac- 
donough  fell  at  my  side  by  a  musket-ball.  Barradas,  the 
captain  of  the  sliip,  came  across  me,  wounded  in  the  face, 
and  ^ghting  like  a  tiger.  He  was  a  brave  man.  I  saved 
his  life.  The  second  captain  came  next,  and  made  so  good^ 
natured  a  cut  at  me  that  I  had  no  heart  to  hurt  him ;  he 
aleo  was  spared.  Barradaa  took  up  arms  again,  and  was 
finally  killed  in  the  cabin. 

**The  Commodore  and  Captain  Charles  Napier,  after 
driving  a  whole  host  before  them,  fell,  severely  wounded,  on 
the  quarter-deck;  the  former  with  difficulty  regained  his 
ship — the  latter,  being  stunned,  lay  some  time,  until  the 
noise  of  friends  coming  to  his  assistance,  roused  hiiii  from 
his  stupor. 

••The  quarter-deck  was  now  gained,  hut  tlio  shuitrhter 
still  continued,  notwithstandintr  the  endeavour  of  the  otHcers 
to  subdue  it.  The  main  and  luwer  decks  were  yet  unsub- 
dued ;  and  as  the  Don  Pedro  ranged  up  on  tht  opposite  side 
to  board,  both  ships  fired.  I  hailed  captain  (Jlobe  to 
desist,  as  we  had  carried  the  i  r  deck,  and  desired  him  to 
follow  tlio  Don  John,  who  bad  made  off ;  at  the  pame  time 
a  ball  from  the  lower  deck  struck  him,  and  in  a  few  nnnntrs 
he  wa^  no  more.  Lieutenants  Ednuuids  and  Woodridge 
jumped  down  with  a  party  on  the  main  deck,  which  thej 
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carried,  but  both  fdl  under  mortal  wounds.  Id  a  few 
minates  all  was  qoiet;  the  lower  deck  stwe  tD,  and  uuutj  of 
the  Portagaese  seamen  rashed  on  the  anarter-deok  for 
safetTy  with  white  canras  on  thetrleftarms^  naviog  disoorer* 
ed  that  was  the  badge  worn  by  onr  men  ia  boardinz. 
Others  got  on  board  my  ship*  amongst  whom  aereral  litUo 
bovs  found  their  way  into  the  gan-rooms,  and  employed 
themselves  wiping  glasses. 

The  men  were  now  ordered  back  to  the  Rainha  with 
the  exc^ition  of  those  appointed  to  remain,  and  in  the  hurry 
the  ships  separated,  leaving  me  in  the  prize.  I,  howover^ 
soon  got  back  to  the  flag-ship.  The  fore-top-sail,  which 
was  cut  to  ragSy  was  shifted  in  half  an  hour,  (the  mainsail 
was  also  useless,  and  was  in  the  act  of  being  shifted);  all 
sail  was  set,  and  we  were  fast  approaching  the  Don  John, 
the  Don  Pedro  being  still  nearer,  when,  seeing  no  dumoeof 
avoiding  an  action^  she  luffed  to  and  hauled  her  colours 
down. 

The  Don  Pedro  was  directed  to  secure  her,  and  I  fol- 
lowed the  Martin  Freitasy  who  had  been  too  strong  for  the 
Portuense  (whose  captain,  Blackstone,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed), and  Villa  Flor,  and  though  much  disabled,  was  makii^ 
ofT ;  by  ten  she  was  in  mj  possession.  The  Princess 
Royal  corvette,  coming  across  a  steamer,  snrrendered  also. 
A  little  after  I  got  alongside  the  Rainha,  captain  Peak,  in 
the  Donna  Maria,  passed  under  the  fifty-gun  frigate's  stero^ 
raked  her,  luffed  to,  and,  after  firing  a  few  broadsides,  ran 
his  bowsprit  into  her  mixen  rigging,  and  carried  her  m 
gallant  style. 

"  Thus  finished  the  action  of  the  5th  ot^  July  1836,  leaving 
in  our  possession  two  ships  of  the  line,  mounting  eig-htr-sLc 
jjuns  each,  including  four  forty-eight  pounders  tor  throw- 
mt^  shells,  one  frigate  of  liny-twn  guns,  a  fifty  .gun  ship^ 
and  a  corvette  of  eighteen  guns:  two  corv^'ttpH  .mil  two 
brigs  escape<l;  the  two  former  .u  rived  siife  in  i^ishon  ;  one 
brig  joined  the  foHowini^^  diy,  <and  the  other  got  to  Madeira. 
The  enemy  w<»re  amply  touiid  in  every  species  of  warlike 
stores,  and  muaiikHl  stern-guna  in  addition  to  the  foil  coa« 
pliment  on  their  hroad-iilos. 

"  The  loss  of  the  squadron  was  about  iiltiPty  killed  .and 
wounded.    The  enemy  lo*;t  hotween  t^\o  an  1  ttiree  hundred. 

"  It  i>  not  for  nil'  to  coiniiuMit  on  this  action:  I  ^hiH  ItwTe 
that  to  thi'  world,  simplv  observing,  that  at  no  time  wa>  a 
naval  action  lought  witii  such  a  diaparit/  of  forces  a&d  in 
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no  naval  action  was  there  ever  so  severe  a  loss  in  so  s^bort  a 
time." 

The  result  of  this  hrilliant  achievement  was  the  evacuation 
of  Lisbon  bv  the  Mi^uelites,  and  the  final  triumph  of  the 
cause  of  Donna  Maria,  Napier  was  immediatelv  creattJ 
Viscount  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  rtcsjivid  the  grand  cross  of 
the  tower  ai  d  s\v(»rd  ;  hut,  strange  to  sav,  no  sooner  had  the 
excitement  L;iust<l  hy  victory  subsided,  than  the  intriguers 
of  the  court  had  influence  enou^rh  to  stop  all  fui  lhcr  prooia 
of  ro^al  graiitude,  and  the  gaUant  officer  soon  found  himself 
involved  in  a  series  of  squabbles  with  the  officials  of  ti  e 
government,  who  u\d  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prcvei  t 
the  fulfilment  of  his  just  demands,  not  the  least  importai>t 
of  which  was  a  claim  for  penbions  to  the  widows  and  orj'hai  s 
of  the  men  who  had  so  gallantly  lost  their  lives  while  fight  ipg 
under  his  command.  This  treatment  necessarily  excited 
strong  feelings  of  irritation  and  resentment  in  his  breast, 
an  i  accordingly  we  find  him  giving- free  vent  to  such  feelings 
in  a  letter  to  iM.  Freire,  the  prime  minister,  from  which  v,  e 
quote  the  f<»ll<jwiiiL'' passage  : — "  1  remark  that  anything  that 
tends  to  rlisgust  me  is  done  innnediately  :  that  there  is  then  i;o 
delay  in  your  Excellency's  ofHce:  w  hile,  at  the  ^nmc  time, 
anything  I  propose  for  the  l(m  d  of  the  ser\  i(  r  rej  oses 
quietly  in  your  portfolio  for  months:  this  state  of  matters 
cannot  continue.  T  will  not  siUnnit  to  affronts,  and  the 
government  shall  either  cliiini:*'  the  system  or  dismiss  me; 
and  I  shall  return  to  England  to  justify  the  prophecies 
of  my  friends,  that  I  have  been  serving  an  ungrateful 
country." 

Napier  very  soon  afterwards  carried  this  threat  into  effect. 
It  was  accelerated  by  the  death  of  Don  Pedro,  which  com- 
pletely severed  the  ties  that  bound  him  to  the  service  of 
Portugal,  and  in  the  November  foUowine,  he  returned  to 
England.  So  little  gratitude  or  good-will  now  existed  on 
the  part  of  the  Portugnese  officials,  that  they  did  not  even 
pay  bim  the  oomplimeDt  of  a  salute  on  bis  leaving  the 
Tagus ! 

After  his  return  to  England,  nothing  material  occurred  to 
call  the  gallant  officer  into  public  notice  till  IbUlf  when  he 
stood  candidate  on  the  liberal  interest,  for  the  representation 
of  iireenwich.  Ue  polled  1153  votes,  but  wai>  overtopt  by 
Mr  Barnard,  who  only  polled  1192|  so  that  his  defeat  was 
nearly  allied  to  victory.  The  proceedings,  on  this  occasion, 
like  all  those  In  vi'hich  naval  oflicers  are  parties^  created  both 
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interest  and  ftnuuMiMit.  In  the  newspaper  aeooimts  of  the 
day»  we  find  the  following  chnraeteristie  personal  sketch  :— 
^  Oapcaln  Napier  is  a  stout  man,  with  an  tolelligent  face, 
the  head  poked  rather  forward,  and  with  dark  hair,  now 
becoming  grey*  On  the  occasion  of  lus  election^  he  appeared 
in  an  old  blae  frode-eoat  with  brass  navj  bnttons;  dnek 
trowsers,  not  riTalling  the  snow  in  whiteness;  shoes  patched, 
bat  very  easy ;  and  white  cotton  socks,  carefnlly  if  not  com* 
fortably  darned.  On  lus  left  breast  dangled  a  profnston  of 
orders  biasing  in  their  briUiancj,  yet  serving  only  to  render 
more  striking  the  loul  emumbie  of^Bedimeu^  whidi  tins  trve 
*  British  Tar'  presented  to  the  admirioff  crowd  <if  the 
< beauty  and  fashion*  of  Greenwich  and  i>eptfordL  The 
whole  was  crowned  bv  a  ronnd  hat  of  most  wmnagcMr 
brim,  of  whose  cdonr  toe  only  adequate  description  must  be 
given  in  the  language  of  the  Latin  poet, — 

**Qai  color  uibus  oral  uuuc  cat  coulranus  all>o/  '* 

The  next  event  in  Napier's  career  was  his  appotntment  to 
the  Powerful,  in  1839,  which  was  destine  d  to  join  the  Medi* 
terranean  fleet,  with  special  instructions  to  take  soundings  of 
the  Dardanelles,  and  drawings  of  various  ports  along  the 
coast  to  Therapia,  &c.,  all  preparatory  to  the  naval  operations 
which  were  soon  after  carried  into  effect  in  those  regions. 
When  the  Powerful  came  to  Portsmouth  for  her  crewj,  the 
following  characteristic  announcement  was  issued  and  pla- 
carded on  the  wails: — 

"  Wanted,  active  seamen  fur  the  Powerful. 

Caftaik  XAPisa. 
"  The  Powerful  is  a  fine  ship,  and  in  the  event  of  a  war, 
will  be  able  to  take  her  own  ptft.** 
This  appears  to  have  been  written  in  the  true  spirit  of  a 


himself  in  the  service  of  his  country.  How  prophetic  it 
was,  may  be  gathered  Arom  the  memorable  events  which 

followed. 

In  1B40,  Napier  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commodorr, 
and  in  that  capacity  became  a  principal  actor  in  the  brief  but 
brilliant  war  in  Syria,  for  the  settlement  of  what  wasempbati- 
cally  called  the  Kastem  question.  From  the  landing  of  tbe 
British,  Turkish,  and  Austrian  fotoeB  in  T>journie  Bay,  to 
the  ne^rot  iation  and  settlement  with  Mehemet  Ali  at  Alexandria, 
h;*  was  inflcfatigably  employed  in  every  o)»eratlon  of  the 
campaiga;  and^  whether  described  as  working  in  his  shirt 
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sleevas  in  tbo  trenches  at  Djournie.  as  leadinc^  the  stormiui^ 
parties  at  Sid un,  Jaffa,  Tsuur,  and  Caifta,  or  as  dictating, 
pen  in  hand,  the  terms  of  submission  to  the  Egyptian  Pacha, 
be  appears  in  one  and  all  of  those  ditierent  positious  as 
acouittin'g  himself  %\itli  04111!  energy  and  judgment. 

The  first  atTdir  wliich  redounded  to  the  Umie  of  the  com- 
niu  lore  in  thoso  parts  was  the  march  upon  Beyrouth  This 
place,  the  ancient  Barytus,  staiids  on  the  vera^e  of  a  heaulitul 
plain,  varied  with  small  hills,  and  extending  to  the  foot  of 
Mount  Libanus.  The  surrounding  country  is*  covered  with 
kiosivs,  and  enriched  with  j^^roves  of  vine-,  olive**,  palms,  and 
oraniTi'  trees.  Its  population  has  lieon  e>itimaled  at  ten  tliou- 
sand  souls,  of  vvhoui  the  'I'nrk*  ft^ru\  -  ii  -tliird.  During  the 
Holy  Wars  it  was  made  the  scLiieut"  ti»etal>leil  victory  of  St. 
Oeor-T*'  and  the  Dragon.  It  was  nr)w,  like  its  symbolic  ser- 
pent, destined  to  fall  a  second  time  by  the  might  of  another 
Knight  of  Chrlsttsidom.  Najner,  on  the  Dtb  October, 
having  directed  the  Emir  Beschir  to  joiii  him  on  the  brii^f.ts 
of  Ornscbi)iouen,  arrived  on  the  KHb  at  their  ^ununiis. 
when  they  found  to  their  surprise  that  betwf  11  L!000  and 
30l>U  men  had  planteil  themselves  in  a  position  tliat  appeared 
unassailalde.  They  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  as  to  the 
course  to  bo  pursued.  The  attack  began  l)y  short  skirmishes. 
Heavy  firings  succeeded.  The  hill  was  soon  crowded  by  our 
battalions,  who,  on  coming  into  contact  with  the  enemj  on 
its  top,  ^ave  the  affair  a  precipitate  terminatioOy  and 
caused  the  Egyptians  to  ground  their  arms.  A  second  attack 
WAS  made  on  the  remainmg  troopSp  aod  ia  less  than  half  an 
lioar  it  became  a  total  rout,  the  enemj  leaving  all  their  bag. 
^agey  ammanition,  and  proTisions.  Night  pat  an  end  to 
the  parsuit*  Ibrahim  Pacha,  who  commanded,  escaped  with 
a  few  men,  and  the  rest  dispersed,  leaving  between  six  and 
seren  hundred  prisoners.  The  victors  instantly  marched 
upon  Beyrout.  The  late  defeat  had  struck  its  garrison  and 
inhabitants  with  terror.  It  was  consequently  evacuated,  and 
became  a  prize  to  the  combined  forces.  The  effect  of  these 
successes  le  I  to  the  entire  disorganisation  and  submission  of 
Boliman  Pacha  s  army,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  3000  men,  and 
the  whole  of  his  artillery  and  stores.  Napier  landed  at 
Djoarnie  on  the  10th  of  September,  having  made  about 
5000  prisons  and  increased  his  numbers  by  about  5000 
deserters  who  had  come  over. 

A  fact  highly  honourable  to  the  goTernment  of  the  day,  in 
England,  ought  not  to  be  omitted  here.   Immediately  after 
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receiving  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  Be jrout,  lord 
Minto^  the  first  lord  of  the  adnfiirahy,  paid  to  the  lidv  of  tl  e 
commodore  the  greatest  compliment  eirer  jel  received  hy  tl  e 
vife  of  a  naval  ofticer.  This  ladv,  the  widow  of  lieatenart 
Edward  Elers,  R.N.,  Napier  married  early  in  life.  Lord 
Minto,OD  the  ahove  occasion,  posted  down  to  her  residecce  at 
Horndean,  to  announce  to  her  that  as  a  testimony  of  their 
lordships'  approbation  of  her  husband's  conduct,  they  had 
appointed  her  son,  captain  Charles  Napier  to  a  ship ;  as  well 
as  to  convey  to  Iter  an  expression  of  the  obligations  of  the 
government  and  the  gratitiulp  of  his  sovereign. 

Napier's  next  expl  it  wa^  the  taking  of  Saidn.  On 
the  24th  8e])tember,  admiral  Walker,  with  the  Turki-h 
fieet,  appeared  before  Tvre,  summoiud  and  twik  it,  with 
560  captivf'^.  On  the  2()th,  commodore  Napier  aj  geared 
before  Saioa  \\  \ih  or.c  Hne-of-battle  ship,  and  w  ith  the 
Austrian  division.  The  Egyptian  commander  having  refused 
to  surrender,  Napier  began  to  fire.  After  two  bonr?' 
cannonade  the  breach  was  declared  practicable,  and  10«» 
British,  Turks,  and  200  Austrian*,  marched  and  carrit-d  ti  e 
town  by  5form.  Three  thousand  Egyptians  laid  down 
their  arms;  the  allies  lost  40  kilUd  and  70  woundtd.  The 
result  was  most  complete.  The  whole  of  Lebanon  was 
speedily  on  fire;  the  effect  w)  it)rahim*s  troops  wa«  electric. 
The  corps  of  10,000  men  under  him  di^>erst:d.  and  60  oncers 
with  4000  men  w  ent  over  to  Napier.  On  the  27th  Sept., 
Ibrahim  himself  left  Baalbeck  wiih  a  small  force  ard  t\vi\  to 
DanuLscus.  The  four  consuls  who  bad  left  Aiexandria 
joined  Napier" *s  fleet. 

The  commodore  r.ext  distinguished  himself  at  Sidon, 
where  his  conduct  was  equally  daring,  valorous,  ar  d 
efTective.  We  quote  the  follow  int:  spirited  accooot  from  the 
Malta  Times  of  the  15tb  October : — 

The  smartest  affair  is  yet  to  he  told  you.  Charles  Xipier, 
on  Friday,  the  25th,  talking  w  ith  the  admiral,  rtniarki  li  il^t 
Sidon  was  not  in  our  possession,  end  said  to  him,  **  If  \i  u 
like,  I  will  go  down  and  take  it,  and  be  back  again  in  ci^Lt 
and  forty  hours/"  He  started,  and  w  as  as  (  d  as  his  word, 
lie  had  the  Thunderer,  Cyclops,  Gorgon,  ai  d  Ilxcra,  ^iih 
800  Turks  and  500  marines.  On  their  i>ay  he  ul\  in  vuh 
the  Stromboli  from  Koglind,  with  a  dtt'»chment  of  20o 
marines:  these  betook  Mith  kirn,  and  «Ati  tiiiig  slot  ti 
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shells  at  the  town  for  a  couple  of  honrfl,  be  made  a  breach, 
and  landed  at  the  head  of  his  men.  It  was  a  sharp  stmggle ; 
but,  after  destroying  a  great  number  of  the  enemy,  who 
neither  gave  nor  would  receive  quarter,  they  at  last  killed  the 
Sgjptian  commander,  who  died  game.  'With  two  marines* 
bayonets  at  his  breast  he  refused  quarter,  and  resisted,  so 
thev  fired,  and  he  of  conraedied,  when  his  troops  threw  down 
their  arms  to  the  amount  of  600 ;  1500  were  afterwards 
taken,  and  the  whole  2000  have  been  brought  round  to  the 
fleet  at  Djoumie ;  I  believe  they  will  be  sent  to  Cyprus. 
Napier  was  most  daring — on  the  tops  of  the  houses  he  made 
bis  way,  waving  his  hat  on  the  point  of  bis  sword,  and  cbeer* 
ing  the  men  on.  Our  loss  amounted  to  fifteen  marines  kiUed 
and  wounded ;  two  mates  badly  wounded,  Motley  and  Shears, 
of  the  Wasp ;  and  a  mate  of  the  Revenge,  with  five  seamen, 
one  since  dead;  and  one  of  the  Thunderer's  launchers 
killed.  A  marine  officer,  who  had  only  that  rooming  arrived 
in  the  Stromboli,  was  killed  in  the  breacb— his  name  is 
Hocken,  and  he  has  been  serving  on  the  coast  of  Spain ;  and 
I  hear  another  was  wounded.  The  Castor  and  Pique  took 
Tyre." 

The  crowning  achievement,  however,  in  this  brief  war, 
was  the  capture  of  Acre.  This  celebrated  fortresy«,  which 
had  gloriously  resisted  the  arms  of  NapuKon,  was  destined 
to  fall  before  a  British  armament,  under  Slupford  and 
Napier.  The  ti  iuin}>h,  in  this  instance,  demonstratefl  totlie 
sta^^^'-erintr  faith  ol'  the  politicians  of  Europe  that  uutbing 
can  with,  land  British  genius  and  valour. 

The  importance  of  Acre,  as  n  uiilitary  position,  is 
well  described  by  the  celehrat  tiavilier  1  l.nke.  lie 
justly  calls  it  the  key-stone  of  the  Ea^t,  since  ir  ext*.  inU  the 
inrtiience  of  its  Governor  even  to  Jerusalem.  It  enahleb  its 
possessor  to  shut  up  the  country,  and  keep  the  inha)>itants  in 
sui»jection.  All  tne  rice,  which  is  the  staple  food  of  tlie 
jieo}  le,  enterij  by  this  avenue.  The  lord  of  Acre  may,  il  it 
so  please  him,  cause  a  famine  to  be  felt  even  over  all  Svria. 
Djezzar  Facha  used  to  insist  that  the  key  ol  aituhlic  granary 
is  the  iiii^'litit'^t  enL:i!!P  of  military  operation,  and  thus  it  was 
that  he,  an  ol«l  man  fnit  up  in  a  -iiiail  tower  by  the  sea-side, 
possessed  su  i  xtraor^lniary  an  eiupire.  HoTirr.  tof>.  we  find 
Acre  to  have  been  the  last  place  from  whicli  the  i  iiri.<)tians 
were  expelled  from  the  Iloly  Land:  ?md  hpnce  its  pos- 
session, notwitli^tandinj.r  tlie  insigniheant  tiuure  it  makes 

in  the  map  of  the  ^reat  A^atic  Continent,  is  oi  more  import* 
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aoce  thin  the  grestest  anmesy  ooder  the  most  Tictorioot 
laedeti  erer  seat  for  the  iavaaioii  of  the  coositrT. 

Commodore  Napier  on  this  memonhle  oocaeioD  heided 
one  of  the  two  diviaiooay  eod  did  not  oeese  hie  fife  tiH 
every  gun  of  the  enemy  wm  silent*  The  order  of  the 
engagement  we  hftve  elreadT  detailed,  in  oor  sketch  of  the 
coininander-in-cluef  admirml  Stopford. 

After  the  fall  of  Acre,  Kafner  suled  for  Aleznndrii^  in 
thi>  Powerful,  aud  arrired  there  on  the  21st.  We  heTe  the 
folio wiDg  account  of  his  arrival  in  a  letter  from  an  otBcer 
on  boanl  11. M.S.  Gaoges,  off  Alexandria,  dated  Nov.  21 : — 

The  coiiiiuodore  joined  this  morning;  we  were  *k.l  l  x:'k-a- 
hoop,  expecting  a  hrush  with  the  batteries;  bui  our  tx^icta- 
lions  soon  fell  to  the  ^^round  on  liparinir  that  he  remaiui  hera 
only  a  short  tiaic  ( about  a  Ibruiij  iu,)  aiiJ  t  iien  proceeds  to 
Malta.  Ail  the  ships  {  Van^^uaici  excepted )  iiiauued  rik'tring 
and  cheered  hiui  oii  passing,  the  band  playing  *  Clutriie  is 
my  darling,'  with  which  *old  Chariic-  \sas  much  pleased. 
The  Powerful  liad  the  warmest  berth  at  Aero;  but.  stranee 
to  tell  she  was  imlled  only  twice,  one  shot  in  the  cutwater, 
and  one  hitting  the  main  bits  on  the  quarter-deck;  three 
luen  were  sli«.^litly  wounded  from  one  of  their  o  a  n  -^'un?." 

No  sooner  had  Napier  arrived  before  Ah^xaiidria  tl.an  he 
set  himself,  with  charactfTiatic  vigour,  to  t>biain  by  n»^jotia- 
tinn  what  he  had  been  hitherto  employed  to  accomplish  by 
force  of  arms — a  fair  settlement  of  the  Eastern  qut'stiorf ; 
5n  other  words,  the  ^ul  iuission  of  Mehimet  AH  to  the  terms 
proscribed  by  the  Allied  Powers  in  their  mediation  between 
liitn  and  tlie  Sr^ltan  In  the  managenjent  of  ihi^^  delicate 
atlair  the  c  iminudori'  ]>roved  himself  to  be  as  efhcient  an 
adept  in  diplomacy  as  in  war.  After  a  brief  correspondence, 
the  Pacha  accepted  the  terms  ottered  to  him  ;  and  thus  in 
six  hours  was  adjusted  a  dispute  which  had  occupied  all  the 
abl^t  diplomatists  of  Europe  for  nearly  six  years!! 

The  arrangement  come  to  by  the  Commodore  and  Mehe* 
met  Ali  was  no  doubt  afterwards  repudiated  by  admiral 
Stopford,  but  the  subsequent  more  formal  agreem^t,  entered 
into  with  the  latter,  was  virtually  the  same  as  that  which 
had  been  so  promptly  effected  by  the  commodore.  The 
only  difference  was,  that  what  Napier  did  was  done  at  once ; 
what  Sir  Robert  Stopford  did  was  done  slowly,  and  with  ail 
the  deliberate  formalitieB  of  diplomatic  negotiation. 

When  the  commodore  had  brought  the  Pacha  to  tena% 
he  war  was  considered  at  an  end  on  both  sides.  Nafiier 
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a  'oonlinirly  went  on  shore,  and  innk  up  his  quarters  at  the 
l^ritish  Ct)n^ulate,  when  he  was  iiunit  iiatelv  visited  bv  the 
principal  <'<)nsu!s,  rosiilont  in  Alexandria.  A  private  letter, 
written  at  the  time,  and  published  in  F^nirland,  thus  describes 
his  reception  ; — "  On  the  25th  of  November,  he  landed  and 
spent  hi<?  time  in  walkint^  thrfui^-h  the  town  in  a  plain  coat 
without  epaulettes,  and  nil  tin-  inhabitant^.  Turk,  Arab, and 
Christian,  manit'ested  the  most  intense  desire  to  see  him.  On 
the  27th,  about  noon,  he  passed  through  the  bazaars  in  the 
Cfirriai^^e  of  Mr  Larking  with  a  j^^reat  cavalcade  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Pacha,  and  I  perceived  that  most  of  the  Orien- 
tals eave  him  a  pn,»t'>«ind  salaam.  Nobody  could  Imve  be- 
lieved that  Lord  Paltaerston  would  have  entni'^ted  such  a 
delicate  neirotiation  to  co  nin  Mlore  Napier,  wliu  has  always 
been  con.si<lere<l  n  ni'  ir  ti  rhiinir  man,  but  the  result  <ihews 
that  bis  lord^liip  s  pro;L,ai<»stications  in  this  respect  iiave  not 
been  deceived.  The  town  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  jubilee, 
and  the  old  stagers  say  tliis  is  the  merriest  Bairam  the^f 
ever  saw." 

The  war  bein^c  thus  happily  brought  to  a  clo<e,  Napier 
soon  ar'tv-r  return*  d  to  Ensfland,  where  he  was  welcomed 
with  all  the  cordialitv  due  to  his  merit.  He  had  the  honour 
of  an  interview  with  his  sovereign,  and  was  raised  to  the 
rank  ol"  Knight  Coniniander  of  the  Bath.  The  inhabitants 
of  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Jiced*,  demonstrated  their 
sense  of  his  services,  by  invitiivj;"  him  to  splendid  public  enter- 
tainments, at  which  men  ol  iili  parties  attended,  and  where 
political  distinctions  were  lost  in  admiration  of  those  quali- 
ties whitli  h  id  stamped  the  cliaracter  of  their  guest  with  the 
fame  of  a  second  Nelson.  On  these  occasions,  the  commo- 
dore delivered  his  opinions  with  characteristic  freedomi  aud 
was  rapturously  applauded. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  writer  of  this  sketch  to  be  able  to 
add,  that  a  still  higher  distinction  awaited  the  subject  of  it. 
In  June  1841,  parliament  having  been  dissolved,  the  com. 
modore  became  once  more  a  candidate  for  senatorial  honours, 
and  was  successful.  He  is  now  one  of  the  liberal  repre- 
sentatires  for  Marylebone;  and.  we  doubt  not,  that  in  politics 
he  will  exhibit  the  same  dauntlesi  spirit  that  has  nniformlj 
eharacterisod  him  in  war.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of 
parties,  or  the  course  of  erents,  Britona  maj  always  rest 
assured  that  their  rights  and  Uberttes  will  have  at  least  one 
honest  defender  in  the  Hoase  of  Commons,  in  the  person  of 
the  gallant  Sir  Charles  Napier 
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the  e  licts  threatening  destraotion  to  the  merchants  at  Hong 
Kon  ^  ilijtild  bd  withdrawn,  and  that  permissuon  mi^ht  be 
granted  for  the  British  comnmnitj  to  return  to  the  nentrid 
p  jft  of  Macao,  and  there  remain  anmolested  until  the  inten- 
tions of  the  British  government  oonld  be  received.  He  said 
also  that  there  was  no  particnlar  haste  to  reply ;  that  three 
(lavs  woald  be  granted,  when  an  answer  mast  be  funushed. 

The  oflUcer  and  Mr.  Morrison  were  received  on  board  the 
junk  with  moch  civility,  and  also  entertained  with  tea,  pre- 
serves &c.  After  it  was  made  known  to  the  Chinese  admiral 
what  were  the  nature  of  the  communications  of  which  tbej 
were  the  bearers  for  the  commissioner,  and  the  time  required 
for  a  repljy  he  said  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  delaj,  and 
that  one  should  be  sent  sooner.  This  was  in  the  morning. 
After  an  hour  or  two  had  elapsed,  a  lingaist  and  a  mandarin 
came  on  board  tlie  Voiage,  bringing  with  them  captain 
Sjiith*s  letter  unopeDel,  and  a  few  words  written  on  a 
shabby  piece  of  paper,  tnttmating  that  the  men-of-war  must 
sail  avvay.  While  thej  were  yet  on  board,  the  admiral  had 
got  his  tleet  under  wdigh,  and  In  two  divisions,  of  about 
twelve  or  fourioju  junkj  each,  they  bora  down  upon  the 
frigates  in  well-formed  lines,  and  very  steadily. 

Car^tain  Smith  very  naturally  was  much  enraged  at  the 
indifference  with  wliich  they  had  treated  his  letter,  and  at 
the  style  in  which  he  w.u  addressed  on  the  scrap  of  pi^er 
they  had  sent  him.  He  at  once  ordered  the  linguist  and 
mandarin  into  their  boat,  and  as  the  Chinese  fleet  was  ap. 
proachiii^  him  fast,  sent  word  by  the  lii|gaist  to  the  admiral 
that  if  in  half  an  hour  he  did  not  fall  off  and  retire  from  the 
threatenin;^  manmuvres  he  assumed,  he  would  Hre  into 
them.  Ihe  message  was  disregarded,  and  captain  Smith 
opened  his  broadside,  and  a  scene  of  dreadful  carnage  took 
place;  the  first  junk  (ired  into  blew  up,  fragments  of  her 
scattering  about  in  all  directions.  She  was  full  of  soldiers 
in  red  uniforms,  and  oat  of  some  two  hundred  persons  that 
must  have  been  on  b3ard,only  tliree  were  seen  holding  on 
to  the  fragments  of  the  wreck,  when  the  smoke  cleared  away. 
The  Hyaoioth  had,  in  the  meantime,  contrived  to  get  be- 
tween Ghuenpee  and  the  junks,  several  of  which  bore  up  for 
her,  apparently  with  the  intention  to  run  her  on  board.  She 
remainc  I  quiet  until  they  got  within  pistol  shot,  when  she 
poured  into  them  from  both  sides  sucli  volleys  of  grape  and 
cannister  that  a  shocking  slau^^hter  was  the  result.  Several 
of  the  junks  were  oompletely  disabled*  and  after  a  broadside 
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or  two,  all  mnf!o  sail  for  Anson^s  bav  in  the  best  maBTier 
tbey  c*>uld.  The  irigates  followed,  niA  every  broadside 
must  have  sent  dozens  of  Cliinc^e  into  Lttrnity.  At  I.^f^t 
£lUot,  who  had  been  beirg^ing  captain  h^mith  tor  God's  Fake 
to  stop.  ]'rt  vailed  upon  liim  to  niako  a  ^iL'Tial  to  the  Hyacinth 
to  stop  tiring.  r'^«l  to  liaiil  otV  himsolt'.  Tluy  had  now  betii 
engagetl  alwui  two  hoiji*s,  and  were  biaring  up  for  Maca<i, 
when  thi'M^ld  ad'vir".  ■  Irrit  awav  to  re-eiJ^airfthcVolage.  Cni-t. 
8iuUh  lutVtH.1  up,  not  inclinetl  to  »li  appoint  liim.  The  junk 
catno  do \v  n  bot"'^r.>  xho  wind,kee|  it^lt  np  ;in  incessant  fire ;  when 
within  good  s^bort  distance,  tho  Vula;^^e  gave  her  (  ne  hroaii- 
5idi\  then  kept  away,  leaving  the  junk  tottering  likt*  a  «]runkon 
man.  and  5he  inu>t  have  i^oun  gone  down,  a  stronLf  t-reeze 
blowir.:  tVoni  the  north  at  the  time.  Two  hours  alterwards 
both  tlio  vessels  were  at  anchor  in  Macao-roads.  Many  hiirh 
mandarins  were  on  the  hill  at  Chnenpoe  within  sight  the 
eniravrotnent.  audit  wa<  said  his  KxetHencv  the  Commissioner 
was  one  of  them.  On  hoard  tlie  admiral's  junk  the  men 
5t»>od  to  their  iruns  noMv,  and  those  actually  cniraLTt  d  are 
allow  t  rl  to  have  {"ought  very  Will :  hut  when  they  cuiouu-need 
they  were  igrorant  ol'  the  dreadlul  eflfect  oi'a  sh^-p  of  uar*s 
broadsi  le.  Only  one  foreign  man  was  hurt,  and  lie  reet-ived 
a  sliu'i't  wound  on  the  shoulder;  th«^v  sav.  howifver,  that  the 
Ilvaeintii  will  retjuin* a  new mizen-ma<t  and  mainyard.** 

\ot witl'jstandiui^  tlu-  ahove  serious  collision^  neiroeiati*  i  s 
were  >till  carried  on  with  a  view  to  adjust  exi-tli  g  dither- 
eiices,  hut  at  the  siinie  time  hostile  preparation^^  were  made 
on  both  "-ides,  and  aji  expedition  was  fitted  out  \\\  Intha  nn  the 
part  of  the  Briti:»h  government.  x\tur  its  arrival  in  the 
Chlnt'^f  seas,  the  first  operation  ot'this  t'orce,  commardcd  by 
Sir  Oordoii  Breincr,was  an  attack  upon  tht-  i-hmd  of  Chusan, 
the  capital  of  which  (Tinghae)  was  carried  on  the  5th  of 
July,  at'ter  firing  a  single  broadside,  aiid  without  the  loss  of 
a  man  on  th^e  side  of  tlie  captors.  The  Chinese  had  *_'.'•  killed, 
inchnlinsr  one  ot^cer  of  rank.  1  he  rest  of  the  garris*>n  tit  J, 
and  the  British  standard  was  immtdiateiy  hoist <.h1  on  the  wails. 

Tiie  netroeiations  were  still  gx>ing  on,  even  after  this  im- 
portant capture,  and  it  was  supposed  they  would  touu  be 
brousrht  to  an  amicable  ternoi.ation.  It  became  at  last 
apparent,  however,  that  the  Chinese  purposely  procrastinated 
a  settlement — and  accordingly  more  deeisWe  mears  wire 
adopte<l  on  the  part  of  the  British.  F reparations  w(  re 
therefore  made,  on  the  9th  of  January*  for  aiinek:rc  the 
outposts  of  the  famous  Bogue  forts.    About  7U4>  H|*oys, 
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200  European  soldiers^  and  400  aeamen  and  maiinesy  were 
embarked  under  the  comnuuid  of  roijor  Prmtty  of  her 
Majesty's  26th  regiment,  in  the  steamers  Enterprise, 
Nemesis,  and  Madagascar,  and  Unded  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  fort  of  Ohnenpee.  At  the  same  time  her  Majesty's 
ships,  Calliope,  Larne,  and  Hyacinth,  opened  a  cannonade 
on  the  lower  battery  of  the  fort,  while  the  steamers  Nemesis 
and  Queen  threw  shells  into  the  upper  tower  which  com- 
tnanded  it.  The  latter  was  soon  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Briiish  troops,  who  poured  down  a  heavy  tire  of  musketry 
on  all  the  lower  works,  and  quickly  drove  the  Chinese  troia 
their  <>-un9.  In  two  iiours  the  fort  was  in  possej^sion  uf  the 
Diiglish,  with  a  loss  of  only  3  killed  and  23  wounded;  that 
of  the  Chinese  was  estimated  at  from  500  to  700.  Many 
were  killed  in  tliu  atieiiipt  to  eJ»ra|)e  hy  jumping  down  from 
their  embrasures,  a  depth  uf  20  feet,  to  the  rocks  below. 
The  ships  and  crews  escaped  unhurt  though  the  fort  had:;.') 
guns.  At  the  sime  time  the  fort  of  'I'vortcktuw  was  attacked 
by  another  squadron,  operating  aUout  lince  Uiiles  to  the 
southward,  under  commatid  of  captain  Herbert,  of  the 
Sauiaranc:,  su(>|iMrted  by  the  Druid,  Modeste,and  Columbine. 
A  bfavy  lire  wa^  t>|)eiie(l  on  the  f(iii,  and  promptly  returned; 
hut  tin*  Chinese  euns  were  speedily  disabled  :  and  a  party 
of  si-atot  ii  landed  to  seize  the  fort.  The  Cluuese  made  i\ 
spirit •  d  ]"esi-tanoe,  hut  were  soon  overpowered,  and  the  fort 
captured.  The  first  lieutenant  of  the  Samarang*  w  as  wounded 
in  tlie  a^^ri!i1t.  The  steam-vessels  then  attacked  the  lieet  of 
junks  lying  in  Anson's  bay,  but  owing  to  th«^  shallowness  of 
the  water,  only  the  Nemesis  could  approach  them,  towing 
twelve  armed  boat«?  of  lipr  ^Tnjesty's  shii)s.  Her  first  rocket 
set  fire  to  the  powder  magazine  of  one  junk,  eighteen  others 
were  blown  up  by  their  own  crews,  and  the  rest  escaped  into 
the  inner  waters.  Next  morning  her  Majesty's  ship  Blen- 
heim began  to  throw  shells  into  the  batteries  at  Wantong, 
And  was  preparing  to  attack  the  chief  fort  of  Aoungboy, 
when  the  Chinese  commander-in-chief  made  a  communica- 
tion to  <»ptain  Elliot,  who  thereupon  desisted  from  further 
hostilities.  On  the  20th  of  January,  a  circular  was  addressed 
bcY  the  British  Plenipotentiary  to  her  Majesty *s  subjects  in 
(Jhina,  annooneing  that  preliminary  arrangements  between 
the  imperial  commi  -inne  r  and  himself  had  been  made  to  the 
following  effect 1 .  T lie  cession  of  the  island  and  harbour 
of  Hong  Kong  to  the  British  Crown.  All  just  charges  and 
duties  to  the  empire  upon  the  commerce  carried  on  there  to 
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he  paid  » if  the  trade  wereeoodaetedat  Wluwipot>  2«  An 
iiidemnitj  to  the  British  gofernoieot  of  60,000,000  doUm, 
1,000,000  dollars  payable  at  oooe,  and  the  reaudnder  in  equal 
aanual  instalments,  endiiig  in  1846.  8.  Direct  oAdal  mter<* 
coarse  between  the  coantriesiipoo  an  eonal  footing,  i.  The 
trade  of  the  port  of  Canton  to  he  openea  within  ten  dm  after 
the  Chinese  New  Year,  and  to  be  carried  on  at  Wharopoa 
till  farther  arrangements  are  practicable  at  the  new  tettir- 
ment.   Details  remain  matter  of  oegodatlon/* 

These  preliminaries  to  a  trea^  were  hailei  in  Great 
Britain  as  happily  terminaUng  the  Chinese  que8ftk>ii,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  as  opening  up  oommeraal  proepecta  of 
rnotnal  benefit  to  both  nations.  IT nfortonalelj  the  Chin^ 
commissioner,  Keshen,  a  mandarin  of  the  first  rai^,  had 
exceeded  his  instractions,  and  when  the  agreement  reached 
the  Imperial  head-quarters,  it  was  instantly  repudiated  hy  the 
emperor.  Preparations  were  accordingly  made,  on  ihc  pari 
of  the  British,  for  the  renewal  of  hostilities. 

On  the  I'Sth  uf  February,  all  the  officers  of  the  fleet  were 
ordeie  i  to  join  thtir  respective  vessels,  and  on  the  20th  the 
exped'tion  sailed  up  the  river.  In  a  few  hours,  the  Chinese 
forts  and  batteries,  de^iiiiod  to  be  attacked,  were  carrit:->i 
with  a  very  trifling  loss  on  the  part  of  tlie  a&aiiilaiits. 
Various  operations  took  place  at  intervals,  till  the  IfHh  of 
March,  when  captaiii  ]li  r!>L'rt,  coiniiKuuiing  the  a-dvixnced 
sqtia'lron,  reported  tu  liie  tuUuiriil  liidt  the  fort*,  dctenc^^s 
arvl  liotilla  of  ('-loton,  had  all  been  attacked  ami  Cvaj  tured, 
and  I  hilt  the  uniuii-iack  had  been  hoisted  on  the  walls  of  iht 
British  Factory  at  Canton;  the  muus  of  the  squadron  com- 
in;in(ling  all  the  approaches  to  the  city  from  the  western  and 
southern  )>ra?u'hesof  the  river,  and  thus  placing'  in  the  power 
of  the  liiitish  the  great  connnereial  capital  of  the  empin*. 

Thus  stood  matters  at  tlie  date  of  the  last  advices  from 
China.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  wished  that  the  commandini^ 
!>osilion  thm  held  by  the  British  force  may  have  at  length 
brought  the  Imperial  government  not  only  to  perceive  the 
dansjfcr  of  citntit  uioL^  the  contest,  but  also  to  a  proper  sense 
of  the  importance  of  renewing  amicable  relation-^  with  us, 
and  thus  at  once  put  a  stop  to  the  calamitits  of  war,  an<l  pare 
the  wiiy  to  extend  the  power,  as  well  as  increase  the  happi* 
nesa  of  the  people  of  both  countries. 
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